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Pragmatic Goals for Speech Therapy: Enhancing Communication Skills in Real-
Life Contexts

pragmatic goals for speech therapy are a crucial component in helping
individuals develop effective communication skills that go beyond simply
producing sounds or constructing sentences. Pragmatics refers to the social
use of language—the ability to use language appropriately in different social
situations, understand implied meanings, take turns in conversations, and
interpret nonverbal cues. When speech therapy targets pragmatic goals, it
focuses on improving functional communication that enables individuals to
connect meaningfully with others in everyday life.

Understanding and addressing pragmatic language skills is especially
important for children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), social
communication disorder, or other developmental delays. However, pragmatic
goals can also benefit anyone struggling with social communication, including
adults recovering from brain injuries or stroke. This article will explore
the significance of pragmatic goals for speech therapy, outline common
objectives, and offer insights on how to effectively support pragmatic
language development.

What Are Pragmatic Goals in Speech Therapy?

Pragmatic goals focus on the practical use of language in social
interactions. Unlike articulation or syntax goals, which target the form and
structure of language, pragmatic objectives emphasize how language is used in
context. This includes understanding and using appropriate greetings,
maintaining topic relevance, interpreting body language, and adapting
communication style based on the listener or situation.

Since social communication is dynamic and complex, pragmatic goals are often
tailored to the unique needs of each individual. Speech-language pathologists
(SLPs) assess a person’s current social communication abilities and design
goals that promote more effective and natural interactions.

Why Are Pragmatic Goals Important?

Communication isn’t just about speaking clearly—it’s about connecting with
others, sharing ideas, and building relationships. Without pragmatic language
skills, a person might struggle with misunderstandings, social isolation, or
frustration. For instance, a child who can form sentences but doesn’t know
how to take turns in conversation might be perceived as rude or uninterested,
even 1if that’s not the case.

By focusing on pragmatic goals, speech therapy helps clients:

— Improve conversational skills and social reciprocity

— Understand and use nonverbal communication such as gestures and facial
expressions

- Recognize and interpret implied meanings, Jjokes, or sarcasm

— Adapt communication style based on context or audience



— Develop skills to initiate, maintain, and end conversations appropriately

Common Pragmatic Goals for Speech Therapy

Speech therapists often develop pragmatic goals that target specific social
communication challenges. Here are some typical objectives that might be part
of a speech therapy plan:

1. Enhancing Conversational Skills

Many individuals need support learning how to engage in conversations
naturally. Goals might include:

— Taking turns when speaking

- Staying on topic during discussions

— Asking relevant questions to show interest

— Providing appropriate responses or comments

— Initiating conversations in different settings

For example, a goal could be: “The client will demonstrate appropriate turn-—
taking skills during a 5-minute conversation with a peer, with no more than
one prompt.”

2. Understanding and Using Nonverbal Communication

Nonverbal cues like facial expressions, eye contact, and body language are
essential parts of communication. Speech therapy may focus on:

— Recognizing emotions through facial expressions

- Using eye contact appropriately during interactions
— Interpreting gestures or tone of voice

- Matching nonverbal cues to verbal messages

An example goal: “The client will identify the emotion expressed in pictures
of faces with 80% accuracy during therapy sessions.”

3. Interpreting Social Context and Language

Social communication involves interpreting meanings beyond the literal words.
Goals might include:

- Understanding idioms, sarcasm, or humor

- Recognizing the speaker’s intent or feelings

- Adapting language based on social context (e.g., formal vs. informal
settings)

- Using polite language such as greetings and farewells

A sample goal: “The client will correctly interpret idiomatic expressions in
conversation with 75% accuracy during role-playing activities.”



4. Building Skills for Social Problem Solving

Effective communication also means navigating conflicts or misunderstandings.
Therapy can address:

— Identifying social problems or misunderstandings
- Generating possible solutions

- Expressing feelings and thoughts respectfully

- Negotiating and resolving conflicts

Goal example: “The client will demonstrate the ability to suggest at least
two solutions during a social problem-solving task in therapy.”

Strategies for Supporting Pragmatic Language
Development

Achieving pragmatic goals requires a combination of direct teaching,
modeling, and real-life practice. Here are some strategies SLPs and
caregivers can use:

Modeling and Role-Playing

Demonstrating appropriate social interactions through modeling helps clients
learn expected behaviors. Role-playing various scenarios allows individuals
to practice skills in a safe environment, gaining confidence before applying
them in real life.

Using Visual Supports and Social Stories

Visual aids like cue cards, emotion charts, or social stories can clarify
expectations and teach context-specific language. Social stories describe
typical social situations and appropriate responses, helping clients
understand and anticipate interactions.

Encouraging Peer Interactions

Peer-mediated activities provide natural opportunities to practice pragmatic
skills. Group therapy sessions, playdates, or classroom-based interventions
foster real-world social experiences, promoting generalization of skills.

Providing Consistent Feedback and Reinforcement

Constructive feedback helps clients recognize successful communication and
areas for improvement. Positive reinforcement encourages continued effort and
engagement .



Measuring Progress in Pragmatic Goals

Since pragmatic language involves complex and often subtle behaviors,
assessing progress can be challenging. Speech therapists use a combination of
methods to evaluate growth:

— Observation during structured and unstructured interactions

— Video recordings for review and analysis

- Standardized pragmatic language assessments

- Reports from parents, teachers, or caregivers about real-life communication

Tracking progress ensures that therapy remains targeted and effective,
adjusting goals as needed to support ongoing development.

Integrating Pragmatic Goals Across Environments

Pragmatic language skills don’t develop in isolation. For therapy to be
successful, it’s important to promote consistent practice across home,
school, and community settings. Collaboration among speech therapists,
families, educators, and other professionals creates a supportive network
that reinforces pragmatic learning.

Encouraging individuals to use their new communication skills in everyday
situations—whether ordering food at a restaurant, chatting with classmates,
or participating in group activities—builds confidence and facilitates
meaningful social connections.

Pragmatic goals for speech therapy are vital for helping individuals navigate
the social world with greater ease and effectiveness. By focusing on real-
life communication skills, therapy empowers people to express themselves,
understand others, and build rewarding relationships. With personalized
goals, targeted strategies, and supportive environments, pragmatic language
development can lead to profound improvements in social interaction and
overall quality of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are pragmatic goals in speech therapy?

Pragmatic goals in speech therapy focus on improving a person's social
communication skills, including how they use language in social contexts to
interact effectively with others.

Why are pragmatic goals important in speech therapy?

Pragmatic goals are important because they help individuals develop
functional communication skills necessary for everyday social interactions,
which can improve relationships and overall quality of life.



Can you give examples of pragmatic goals used in
speech therapy?

Examples include improving turn-taking in conversations, understanding and
using appropriate eye contact, interpreting nonverbal cues, initiating and
maintaining topics, and adapting language based on the listener's needs.

How are pragmatic goals tailored for children with
autism?

For children with autism, pragmatic goals often focus on enhancing social
reciprocity, joint attention, understanding figurative language, improving
conversational skills, and recognizing emotions in others.

What strategies do speech therapists use to achieve
pragmatic goals?

Speech therapists use role-playing, social stories, video modeling, group
therapy sessions, and real-life practice to help individuals develop and
generalize pragmatic communication skills.

How can caregivers support pragmatic goals outside of
therapy?

Caregivers can support pragmatic goals by encouraging social interactions,
modeling appropriate communication behaviors, providing opportunities for
practice in natural settings, and giving positive feedback to reinforce
progress.

Additional Resources

Pragmatic Goals for Speech Therapy: Enhancing Communication Beyond Words

pragmatic goals for speech therapy focus on the functional use of language in
social contexts, addressing how individuals understand and use language
appropriately in everyday interactions. Unlike traditional speech therapy
goals centered on articulation, phonology, or syntax, pragmatic goals
emphasize the social rules of communication—such as turn-taking, topic
maintenance, and interpreting nonverbal cues—that are essential for
meaningful and effective exchanges. This shift toward pragmatic objectives
reflects a growing recognition of the complexity of human communication and
the need for therapy approaches that support real-world conversational
competence.

The Importance of Pragmatic Goals in Speech
Therapy

Pragmatic language impairments can significantly affect an individual’s
ability to engage socially and academically. Children with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD), social communication disorder (SCD), and other developmental
conditions often struggle with pragmatic aspects of language, even if their



structural language skills are intact. Consequently, speech-language
pathologists (SLPs) have increasingly prioritized pragmatic goals to promote
social integration and improve quality of life.

Establishing pragmatic goals for speech therapy ensures that interventions
move beyond isolated language drills to incorporate the nuanced and dynamic
nature of communication. These goals are inherently functional and
contextual, focusing on how language is used rather than just how it is
produced. For example, a child may articulate sounds clearly but still find
it challenging to initiate a conversation or understand sarcasm. Pragmatic
therapy aims to bridge this gap by targeting social communication skills
directly.

Core Components of Pragmatic Language Skills

Pragmatic language encompasses a diverse range of communicative competences,
including:

e Conversational skills: Initiating, maintaining, and appropriately ending
conversations.

e Nonverbal communication: Interpreting and using gestures, facial
expressions, eye contact, and body language.

e Understanding context: Modifying language based on the listener,
setting, or purpose.

e Turn—-taking: Recognizing when to speak and when to listen.

e Topic management: Staying on topic or smoothly transitioning between
topics.

e Perspective—-taking: Understanding others’ thoughts and feelings to
respond appropriately.

These components form the foundation for pragmatic goals in speech therapy,
guiding clinicians in formulating measurable and individualized objectives.

Designing Effective Pragmatic Goals for Speech
Therapy

When setting pragmatic goals, speech therapists must consider the client’s
age, diagnosis, communication environment, and baseline social skills. Goals
should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART)
to facilitate tracking progress and adjusting intervention strategies.

Examples of Pragmatic Goals



e Improve conversational turn—-taking: The client will appropriately
initiate and respond during a structured conversation with a peer in 4
out of 5 opportunities.

e Enhance nonverbal communication: The client will maintain eye contact
and use appropriate facial expressions during social interactions across
multiple settings.

e Increase topic maintenance: The client will stay on topic for at least
three consecutive conversational turns during therapy sessions.

e Develop perspective-taking skills: The client will accurately interpret
and respond to others’ emotions in role-play scenarios with 80%
accuracy.

These goals reflect the practical application of pragmatic language skills
and can be adapted for different age groups and communication challenges.

Strategies to Achieve Pragmatic Goals

Effective interventions for pragmatic language deficits often combine direct
teaching, modeling, and naturalistic practice. Some common approaches
include:

e Social stories: Using narratives to teach appropriate social behaviors
and responses.

e Role—-playing: Simulating social situations to practice conversational
skills in a safe environment.

e Video modeling: Demonstrating pragmatic behaviors through video examples
for observational learning.

e Peer—-mediated interventions: Encouraging social interaction with peers
to reinforce pragmatic skills.

e Explicit feedback: Providing immediate correction and reinforcement to
guide skill development.

Incorporating these strategies into therapy sessions helps clients generalize
pragmatic skills to everyday interactions.

Challenges in Addressing Pragmatic Language
Deficits

Despite the recognized importance of pragmatic goals for speech therapy,
several challenges persist. Pragmatic language is inherently context-
dependent and culturally influenced, making standardized assessment and
intervention difficult. Unlike articulation errors, pragmatic deficits may
not be immediately obvious, and progress can be subtle.



Additionally, pragmatic skills require integration of multiple cognitive and
linguistic processes, including theory of mind, executive functioning, and
emotional regulation. This complexity can complicate the development of
targeted goals and necessitate interdisciplinary collaboration with
psychologists, educators, and families.

Moreover, the variability in pragmatic needs across individuals means that
therapy must be highly personalized. A one-size-fits-all approach is
ineffective, especially for clients with neurodevelopmental disorders where
pragmatic impairments manifest differently.

Assessment Tools for Pragmatic Language

Accurate evaluation is essential for establishing pragmatic goals. Common
assessment tools used by SLPs include:

e The Test of Pragmatic Language (TOPL): Measures pragmatic language
skills in children and adolescents.

e Pragmatic Language Skills Inventory (PLSI): Assesses social
communication behaviors across various contexts.

e Children’ s Communication Checklist (CCC-2): Identifies pragmatic
difficulties and social communication disorders.

e Observational checklists and language sampling: Provide qualitative data
on pragmatic use during natural interactions.

These tools assist clinicians in identifying specific pragmatic deficits and
tailoring therapy accordingly.

The Role of Families and Educators in Pragmatic
Speech Therapy

Generalization of pragmatic skills outside the clinical setting is critical
for meaningful improvement. Families and educators play a vital role in
reinforcing communication strategies and providing opportunities for
practice.

Training caregivers to recognize and support pragmatic language goals can
enhance consistency and motivation. For example, parents can encourage turn-
taking during play or model appropriate greetings. Educators can implement
classroom routines that promote social interaction and monitor progress.

Collaborative goal-setting involving families, teachers, and the SLP ensures
that pragmatic objectives align with real-life demands and that support
systems are in place.



Technological Supports in Pragmatic Therapy

Emerging technologies offer new avenues for addressing pragmatic goals. Apps
and virtual reality platforms create immersive social scenarios where clients
can practice skills in controlled yet dynamic environments. These tools often
provide immediate feedback and engage users through interactive content.

While technology cannot replace human interaction, it serves as a valuable
supplement, particularly for individuals who may feel anxious or overwhelmed
in face-to-face social situations.

Pragmatic goals for speech therapy represent a critical evolution in
communication intervention, emphasizing the social utility of language over
isolated speech mechanics. By targeting conversational competence, nonverbal
cues, and contextual language use, therapy becomes more relevant to everyday
life, fostering better social integration and personal growth. As research
advances and clinical practices adapt, the development and implementation of
pragmatic goals will continue to shape the landscape of speech-language
pathology.
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formulation of patient-centered goals. The text strives to address the knowledge gap in clinical
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exposed to HIV and substance abuse, and adults with Huntington's disease and other complex
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trainer and national and international conference speaker on themes related to speech, language
and communication needs. Jenny Barrett is a Speech and Language Therapist with internationally
recognised expertise in her field, who now works as a freelance consultant.
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etc.) may not be included as published in the original print version of this book.
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This comprehensive resource, written and contributed by over 20 experts in the field, provides
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individual child’s communication needs. With case studies woven throughout the text, students are
able to follow the progress of children with normal language development as well as those showing
signs of problems. These cases and clinical practice applications will help students prepare for the
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language * New case study highlighting school-age language ¢ Expanded content on morphology
including morphological analysis Instructor Resources: PowerPoint Presentations, Test Bank Student
Resources: Companion Website Every new copy of the text includes an access code for the
companion website. eBook offerings do not include an access code.
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Practice Michael Pizzi, Mark Amir, 2024-06-01 Now more than ever health care professionals play
an increased role in the promotion of health to populations. Unique and innovative, Interprofessional
Perspectives for Community Practice: Promoting Health, Well-being and Quality of Life weaves
everyday care into prevention, community, and population health, creating a new and more
expansive vision of health for all without compromising traditional practices. Authors and editors
Drs. Pizzi and Amir discuss and illustrate a client-centered preventive and health, well-being and
quality of life approach rooted in best practice principles from interprofessional literature and
firsthand experience. The text illustrates how allied health professionals implement those principles
in their everyday and traditional practices with an emphasis on exploring health and well-being
issues. Interprofessional Perspectives for Community Practice provides detailed guidance in
program development and implementation. What'’s included in Interprofessional Perspectives for
Community: Clinical anecdotes on successful community practices A focus on primary and secondary
prevention Assessments, interventions, and community practice examples Descriptions of
community-based practice settings such as adult day care, independent living programs, hospice,
and home health care Health and wellness across the lifespan Bonus chapters available online as
PDFs for readers The first text of its kind to weave interprofessionalism, community practice, and
health, well-being, and quality of life, Interprofessional Perspectives for Community Practice:
Promoting Health, Well-being and Quality of Life is for all health care workers and students who
wish to transfer practice skills from the clinical setting to a population-based program development
model.
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Patricia McAleer Hamaguchi, 2010-08-13 The essential, up-to-date guide for helping children with
language and listening problems Does your child have trouble getting the right words out, following
directions, or being understood? In this revised new edition of Childhood Speech, Language, and
Listening Problems, speech-language pathologist Patricia Hamaguchi-who has been helping children
overcome problems like these for more than thirty years-answers your questions to help you
determine what's best for your child. This newest edition: * Expands on speech and articulation
issues affecting toddlers * Includes a new chapter on socially quirky children Explains how to get the
right help for your child, including when to wait before seeking help, how to find the right specialist,
and how the problem may affect your child academically, socially, and at home Covers major
revisions in educational laws and programs and insurance coverage as well as current information
on new interventions and cutting-edge research in the field Updates information on autism spectrum
disorders, neurobiological disorders, and auditory processing disorders Provides valuable
information for parents of children with speech, language, and listening problems.-Sandra C. Holley,
Ph.D., Former President, American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (on the Second Edition)
More than 1.1 million children receive special education services each year to address speech and
language problems, and many others struggle with language and listening to some degree. If your
child is one of them, this book gives you the crucial and up-to-date guidance you need to help him or
her both in school and at home.
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book presents a comprehensive interdisciplinary team approach to the rehabilitation of acquired
brain injury (ABI) survivors. Medical and clinical specialists will receive a deeper understanding of
not only each other’s roles but of their complementary functions in this field. Many case examples
are provided, illustrating a wide range of challenges and stages of recovery. This edition features 3
entirely new chapters and multiple updated chapters by new and returning authors. Featured in the
coverage: The role of Robotics in acquired brain injury A comprehensive chapter on physical therapy
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therapies including new technology and approaches as well as evidence based practices
Psychosocial challenges and treatment following ABI The importance of family as team members
Post rehabilitation options and experiences Acquired Brain Injury: An Integrative
Neuro-Rehabilitation Approach, 2nd edition provides clarity and context regarding the rehabilitation
goals and processes for rehabilitation specialists, interdisciplinary students of neuro-rehabilitation
as well as practicing clinicians interested in developing their knowledge in their field.

pragmatic goals for speech therapy: Students in Discord C. Robin Boucher, 1999-03-30
Students in Discord fills a void in the professional literature concerning adolescents with emotional
and behavioral disorders by providing theoretical information about psychiatric and psychological
diagnoses with practical information about actual public school students who show both
externalizing and internalizing disorders. In the process, the book provides understanding about
disorders in childhood and adolescence and enhances understanding of federal guidelines on
emotional disturbance, specifically those provided in the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act.
The author provides suggested educational strategies that represent behavioral, psychological,
sociological, and environmental models and that aim to both decrease undesirable behaviors and
increase desirable ones. Theoretical issues covering disorders related to personality, disruptive
behavior, eating, mood, anxiety, and development are illustrated by 57 adolescents whose feelings
and behaviors are presented through anecdotal material, direct quotes from them and their
teachers, life facts, and student writings. Additional perspectives are provided by comparing federal
and practical definitional characteristics of emotional disturbance and discussing concerns about the
inability of students with emotional and behavioral disorders to detach, the inclusion of
socially-maladjusted students in the ED (emotionally disturbed) category, and the interrelation of
emotional and behavioral disorders.
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Children With Hearing Loss Sylvia Rotfleisch, Maura Martindale, 2021-12-07 Listening and
Spoken Language Therapy for Children With Hearing Loss: A Practical Auditory-Based Guide is a
well-organized and practical textbook based on a proven spoken language, speech, and listening
model for teaching children with hearing loss. Supported by decades of research and experience, the
stage-based model is presented with clear steps for intervention. Written in easy-to-understand
language, this textbook is accessible to university students who are new to the field of hearing loss,
as well as to new and experienced professionals. It is a highly applicable tool for providing
auditory-based therapy which supports professionals to empower parents and caregivers. The stages
emphasized in this textbook are developmental in nature, starting with the prelinguistic level and
ending with advanced communication. Unlike the traditional age approach, this unique system can
address any child regardless of age intervention. Operating based on the understanding that
language is acquired through meaningful social interaction, the “stages not ages” system can be
used for late starters, English learners, and children with additional disabilities. Key Features: * A
color-coding system for the model and a consistent presentation of content and tables provide clarity
and a streamlined experience * A comprehensive case study for each stage puts the approach into
context * Easy-to-use resources, in the form of tables and handouts for parents, give professionals
ready-made tools for working with families * Explanations of proven strategies, including speech
acoustics applications, Rainbow audiogram, e=mc2, Activities of Daily Living (ADL) theory, cookie
dough theory, three-act play, and the dangling carrot * A deep conversation about the role of culture
provides a uniting thread throughout the text Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content such as
handouts, learning activities, and discussion questions may not be included as published in the
original print version of this book.
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Chabon, Ellen R. Cohn, Dorian Lee-Wilkerson, 2023-06-06 NOW PUBLISHED BY PLURAL! The
Communication Disorders Casebook: Learning by Example, Second Edition focuses on current issues
and trends in speech-language pathology (SLP) clinical practice. New and advanced students as well
as practitioners will benefit from this comprehensive collection of real-world examples provided by
experienced clinicians and scholars. The cases follow an easy-to-understand structure that allows
readers to accompany an SLP through the steps of evaluation, diagnosis, treatment, and follow-up of
individuals with speech, language, swallowing, and hearing challenges and their families. The
clinical studies employ a holistic, person-first approach that considers the beliefs, values, lived
experiences, and social contexts of patients throughout the lifespan. With a deep commitment to
case-based learning, Shelly S. Chabon, Ellen R. Cohn, and Dorian Lee-Wilkerson have curated a
valuable compendium of thought-provoking studies that encourage readers to think like clinicians,
with empathy, understanding, and knowledge. New to the Second Edition * New and updated cases
to reflect current research and clinical practice * Many new references in both the cases and online
Instructor’s Manual Key Features * A focus on conceptual knowledge areas * Comprehensive case
histories from leading experts * Step-by-step explanations of diagnoses, treatment options, and
outcomes * Basic and advanced learning objectives * Comprehension and analysis questions to
evaluate understanding of case studies * Suggested activities and readings

pragmatic goals for speech therapy: Introducing Pragmatics Louise Cummings, 2023-06-23
This innovative, comprehensive course textbook uses a clinical approach to explore pragmatics and
pragmatic language skills. Drawing on authentic, real-life examples of pragmatic breakdown in
children and adults who have developmental or acquired language disorders, Louise Cummings
expertly guides readers to core insights and principles for understanding where context and
meaning in human communication meet. Key features include: Chapter-opening learning objectives
and chapter-closing summaries Authentic illustrative cases of atypical pragmatic interaction
Exercises for checking knowledge and understanding Annotated recommended further reading A
detailed glossary of important terms in pragmatics and clinical linguistics Aimed equally at
undergraduate and graduate students who are coming to pragmatics for the first time, the text
discusses the key issues and concepts of this field in a fascinating new way. With a common,
easy-to-follow structure across chapters and a wealth of pedagogical resources, this is an essential
text for students of linguistics and applied linguistics, communication studies, speech-language
pathology, psychology and cognitive science, and beyond.

pragmatic goals for speech therapy: Key Learning Skills for Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders Nicole DeWitt, Thomas L. Whitman, 2011-08-15 This book provides a
blueprint for an educational intervention program that is evidence-based, comprehensive and
integrative in its approach. Grouping techniques into five categories, the book examines autism
spectrum disorders within a developmental context, and shows that interventions with autistic
individuals can be really successful.

pragmatic goals for speech therapy: Multilingual Perspectives on Child Language
Disorders Janet L. Patterson, Barbara L. Rodriguez, 2016-01-05 This book investigates language
disorders in children who speak languages other than, or in addition to, English. The chapters in the
first section of the volume focus on language disorders associated with four different syndromes in
multilingual populations and contexts. This section discusses language disorders associated with
autism spectrum disorders, Down syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome and Williams syndrome. The
chapters in the second section of the book relate to language impairment in children who speak
diverse languages, although the issues they address are relevant across languages and cultural
contexts. The book also reviews assessment procedures and intervention approaches for diverse
languages, including Bengali, Cantonese, French, Spanish, and Turkish. The volume aims to
stimulate thoughtful clinical practice and further research in language disorders in multilingual
populations.

pragmatic goals for speech therapy: Language Intervention for School-Age Students
Geraldine P. Wallach, 2007-09-25 Language Intervention for School-Age Students is your working



manual for helping children with language learning disabilities (LLD) gain the tools they need to
succeed in school. Going beyond the common approach to language disorders in school-age
populations, this innovative resource supplements a theoretical understanding of language
intervention with a wealth of practical application strategies you can use to improve learning
outcomes for children and adolescents with LLD. Well-referenced discussions with real-life examples
promote evidence-based practice. Case histories and treatment strategies help you better
understand student challenges and develop reliable methods to help them achieve their learning
goals. Unique application-based focus combines the conceptual and practical frameworks to better
help students achieve academic success. Questions in each chapter encourage critical analysis of
intervention methods for a deeper understanding of the beliefs behind them. In-depth coverage of
controversial topics challenges your understanding and debunks common myths. Realistic examples
and case studies help you bridge theory to practice and apply intervention principles. Margin notes
highlight important facts, questions, and vocabulary for quick reference. Key Questions in each
chapter put concepts into an appropriate context and help you focus on essential content. Summary
Statement and Introductory Thoughts sections provide succinct overviews of chapter content for
quick familiarization with complex topics.
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