what is the history of fashion

The Fascinating Journey: What Is the History of Fashion?

what is the history of fashion is a question that invites us on a journey through time,
tracing how clothing and style have evolved alongside human civilization. Fashion is much
more than just fabric and design; it's a reflection of culture, social status, technology, and
even politics. From the earliest days when humans draped themselves in animal skins to
the dazzling runways of today, the history of fashion reveals much about who we are and
how we express ourselves.

Understanding the Origins: Early Fashion and Its
Purpose

Fashion didn’t start as an art or a statement—it began as a practical necessity. Early
humans used natural resources such as animal hides, leaves, and woven grasses to protect
themselves from harsh climates. But even in these rudimentary forms, fashion had social
significance. Different styles or adornments could signify tribe membership or status within
a group.

The Role of Materials and Technology

The development of tools for sewing and weaving was a game-changer. As humans learned
to spin fibers and create textiles, clothing became more sophisticated. Linen, wool, and
eventually silk emerged as popular materials, each associated with specific regions and
classes. For example, in ancient Egypt, linen was prized for its lightness in the hot climate,
while silk was a luxury fabric in ancient China.

Fashion as a Social Marker in Ancient Civilizations

In ancient societies such as Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, and Egypt, fashion became a
clear indicator of social hierarchy. The wealthy and powerful donned elaborate garments,
often dyed with rare colors like purple, which was reserved for royalty due to the expense
of the dye. Jewelry, headdresses, and intricate embroidery further distinguished social
classes.

Medieval and Renaissance Fashion: A Reflection
of Power and Religion

As Europe transitioned into the Middle Ages, fashion took on new meanings. Clothing was



heavily influenced by religious beliefs and the rigid class system. Sumptuary laws were
introduced to regulate what people could wear based on their social rank, emphasizing
control and order.

Medieval Clothing and Symbolism

During medieval times, garments were often layered and made from heavy fabrics to
convey modesty and status. Nobles wore rich velvets and furs, while peasants had simpler
woolen clothing. Colors and accessories were carefully chosen to communicate wealth and

piety.

The Renaissance: Birth of Fashion as Art

The Renaissance period marked a turning point, as fashion became a form of artistic
expression. Advances in textile production and tailoring allowed for more elaborate designs.
Portraits from this era showcase opulent ruffles, intricate embroidery, and the first use of
buttons as decorative elements. Fashion was no longer just about function—it became a
way to display individuality and sophistication.

From the 17th to 19th Century: Fashion’s
Transformation through Innovation and Industry

The centuries that followed saw rapid changes in fashion, driven by political revolutions,
technological advancements, and cultural shifts.

The Baroque and Rococo Eras

In the 17th and 18th centuries, European fashion was characterized by extravagance. The
Baroque and Rococo styles featured opulent fabrics, elaborate lace, and voluminous
silhouettes. Corsets, wigs, and powdered faces were common, especially among the
aristocracy. This era’s fashion was about grandeur and theatricality, reflecting the power of
monarchies like France’s Louis XIV.

The Industrial Revolution’s Impact

The 19th century brought the Industrial Revolution, which dramatically altered fashion
production and consumption. The invention of the sewing machine and development of
synthetic dyes made clothing more affordable and accessible. Mass production meant that
fashion trends could spread faster and reach a broader audience.



Victorian Fashion and Social Norms

Victorian fashion emphasized modesty and strict social codes. Women'’s clothing featured
tight corsets, full skirts supported by crinolines, and high collars. Men’s fashion became
more subdued but formal, with tailored suits and top hats. The era’s fashion mirrored the
values of decorum and restraint.

20th Century Fashion: The Rise of Modern Style
and Global Influence

The 20th century was arguably the most dynamic period in fashion history. It witnessed the
birth of modern fashion industries, iconic designers, and the democratization of style.

The Roaring Twenties and Flapper Culture

After World War I, the 1920s saw a dramatic shift in women’s fashion. The flapper dress,
with its dropped waist and shorter hemline, symbolized newfound freedom and rebellion
against traditional norms. Jazz music and Hollywood glamor heavily influenced trends.

Mid-Century Fashion: Dior's New Look and Beyond

Post-World War Il fashion was marked by Christian Dior’'s “New Look,” which celebrated
feminine silhouettes with cinched waists and full skirts. This era also saw the rise of ready-
to-wear clothing, making stylish outfits available to the masses.

The 1960s to 1990s: Youth Culture and Subcultures

Fashion became a powerful tool for expressing identity and social change. From the mod
styles of the 1960s to punk rock’s DIY ethos in the 1970s, and grunge in the 1990s, clothing
was intertwined with music and youth rebellion. Designers like Yves Saint Laurent and
Vivienne Westwood pushed boundaries with innovative designs.

Fashion in the 21st Century: Sustainability and
Digital Influence

Today, fashion continues to evolve at a rapid pace, influenced by technology, globalization,
and growing environmental awareness.



The Digital Revolution and Fast Fashion

The internet and social media have transformed how people discover and consume fashion.
Brands can launch trends instantly, but this has also contributed to the rise of fast
fashion—affordable, trendy clothing produced quickly and often with little regard for
sustainability.

Moving Toward Ethical and Sustainable Fashion

In response to environmental concerns, many designers and consumers are embracing
sustainable practices. This includes using eco-friendly materials, ethical labor practices, and
promoting slow fashion—buying fewer, higher-quality pieces that last longer.

Fashion as a Form of Self-Expression in a Globalized
World

With influences from around the world blending together, fashion today is incredibly diverse
and inclusive. People use clothing not only to follow trends but to tell their own stories,
celebrate culture, and challenge norms.

Exploring what is the history of fashion uncovers a rich tapestry of human creativity,
innovation, and expression. From simple coverings to complex statements of identity,
fashion remains a powerful mirror reflecting society’s ever-changing values and aspirations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of fashion in human history?

Fashion originated from the basic human need for protection and modesty, evolving from
animal skins and natural materials to more sophisticated clothing as societies developed.

How did ancient civilizations influence fashion?

Ancient civilizations like Egypt, Greece, and Rome influenced fashion through their
distinctive clothing styles, use of fabrics like linen and wool, and the introduction of
accessories and jewelry that signified status and culture.

What role did the Middle Ages play in the development
of fashion?
During the Middle Ages, fashion was heavily influenced by social hierarchy and the Church,

with clothing styles reflecting one's social status, and sumptuary laws regulating the types
of fabrics and colors people could wear.



How did the Renaissance period impact fashion history?

The Renaissance period brought a resurgence of art and culture, leading to more elaborate
and decorative clothing, increased use of luxurious fabrics, and the emergence of fashion
as a form of personal expression and social status.

What was the significance of the Industrial Revolution
in fashion history?

The Industrial Revolution introduced mass production, new textile technologies, and ready-
to-wear clothing, making fashion more accessible and diverse while also fostering the
growth of fashion industries and trends.

How did fashion evolve during the 20th century?

The 20th century saw rapid changes in fashion due to social movements, technological
advancements, and cultural shifts, including the rise of haute couture, casual wear, and
global fashion icons influencing trends worldwide.

Why is understanding the history of fashion important
today?

Understanding the history of fashion helps us appreciate cultural identity, social changes,
and technological progress, while also informing contemporary design and sustainable
practices in the fashion industry.

Additional Resources
**Tracing the Threads: What Is the History of Fashion?**

what is the history of fashion is a question that delves into the evolution of human
expression through clothing, accessories, and style across millennia. Fashion is not merely
about aesthetics; it is an intricate reflection of cultural shifts, technological advances, social
hierarchy, and economic forces. Investigating the origins and development of fashion
reveals how societies have communicated identity, status, and innovation through what
they wear.

Understanding the Origins of Fashion

To comprehend what is the history of fashion, we must begin with the earliest human
civilizations. Primitive clothing likely served practical purposes—protection from
environmental elements such as cold, heat, or rough terrain. Evidence from archaeological
findings suggests that animal hides, fur, and plant fibers were among the first materials
used. However, even in these nascent stages, adornment emerged as a form of self-
expression. ltems like beads, shells, and body paint signaled early attempts at
personalizing appearance.



The transition from purely functional to symbolic clothing marked the foundation of fashion
as a cultural phenomenon. Ancient societies such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus
Valley developed distinctive garments and accessories that communicated social status
and religious beliefs. For example, in Ancient Egypt, linen garments were common, but the
quality and intricacy of one’s attire often indicated wealth and power. Such differentiation
illustrates how clothing transcended utility and became a language of identity.

Fashion Through the Ages: Key Historical Periods

Classical Antiquity: Greece and Rome

The classical civilizations of Greece and Rome introduced ideals of beauty and proportion
that still influence fashion today. Greek clothing emphasized draped fabrics like the chiton
and himation, which combined simplicity with elegance. Roman attire, including the toga
and stola, carried strong political and social connotations. The toga, for instance, was
reserved for Roman citizens and symbolized civic duty.

Fashion in this era was closely tied to societal roles, with distinct garments for different
classes and genders. The interplay between functionality and ornamentation continued,
now enriched by advancements in textile production such as weaving and dyeing
techniques.

The Middle Ages: The Rise of Symbolism and Status

During the medieval period, the feudal system heavily influenced fashion. Clothing became
a marker of allegiance, profession, and hierarchy. Sumptuary laws were introduced in many
European countries to regulate who could wear certain fabrics, colors, or styles. For
example, only nobility could don luxurious materials like silk and velvet, often embellished
with fur or embroidery.

Fashion also reflected the cultural and religious values of the time. Modesty and restraint
were prized virtues, and garments often covered much of the body. The silhouette evolved
with layers, tunics, and cloaks, while accessories such as belts and hats indicated rank.

The Renaissance and Baroque Periods: Flourishing
Creativity

The Renaissance sparked a renewed interest in art, science, and humanism, which
permeated fashion design. Clothing became more elaborate, with an emphasis on tailoring
and structure. Wealthy Europeans showcased their status through sumptuous fabrics,
intricate patterns, and bold colors.

The Baroque period intensified this extravagance, introducing lavish ornamentation, lace,



and ruffles. Fashion became a form of spectacle, particularly within royal courts, where
clothing was as much political theater as practical attire. This era also marked the
beginning of fashion as a cyclical phenomenon, with trends emerging and evolving over
time.

The Industrial Revolution: Democratizing Fashion

One of the most transformative phases in the history of fashion was the Industrial
Revolution. The advent of mechanized textile production dramatically lowered costs and
increased availability, thereby democratizing fashion. Ready-to-wear clothing became more
common, and fashion trends began to spread beyond the aristocracy to the burgeoning
middle class.

This period also witnessed the rise of fashion designers and houses, particularly in Paris and
London, who began to influence public taste. The use of sewing machines and synthetic
dyes revolutionized garment manufacturing, allowing for greater diversity and innovation.

Modern Fashion: Innovation and Globalization

20th Century: From Haute Couture to Streetwear

The 20th century was a whirlwind of transformation in fashion, driven by socio-political
changes, technological progress, and cultural revolutions. Early in the century, haute
couture established Paris as the fashion capital. Designers like Coco Chanel redefined
women's fashion by introducing comfort and simplicity, departing from the restrictive
garments of the past.

Post-World War Il prosperity spurred consumerism and mass production. The rise of ready-
to-wear collections made fashion accessible to a wider audience. Simultaneously,
subcultures and youth movements introduced streetwear, punk, and other styles that
challenged traditional norms.

The Impact of Technology and Media

The latter half of the 20th century and early 21st century saw technology and media
reshape fashion consumption. The internet and social media platforms accelerated trend
dissemination, enabling instant global reach. Fashion weeks, blogs, and influencer culture
now play pivotal roles in shaping what people wear.

Moreover, innovations such as synthetic fabrics, 3D printing, and sustainable materials are
redefining garment production. The fashion industry’s growing emphasis on ethical
practices reflects changing consumer values and environmental concerns.



LS| Keywords in Context: Fashion Evolution,
Textile History, Style Trends, and Cultural Impact

Exploring what is the history of fashion naturally involves understanding the evolution of
textiles and garment construction methods. From handwoven fabrics of ancient times to
modern synthetic blends, textile history is intertwined with technological progress and
social change. Style trends, such as the flapper dresses of the 1920s or the minimalism of
the 1990s, mirror the cultural zeitgeist and economic climates of their eras.

Fashion also serves as a form of cultural impact, influencing and reflecting issues like
gender roles, identity politics, and globalization. For instance, the adoption of traditionally
masculine clothing by women during the 20th century paralleled broader movements for
gender equality.

Key Features of Fashion’s Historical Trajectory

e Social Significance: Clothing has always been a communicator of status, profession,
and community affiliation.

* Technological Influence: Innovations in fabric production and garment
manufacturing have shaped accessibility and design.

e Cultural Exchange: Trade routes and colonization introduced new materials and
styles, fostering a cross-pollination of fashion ideas.

e Economic Factors: Economic prosperity or hardship directly influenced fashion
trends and consumer behavior.

e Political and Religious Impact: Laws and beliefs have historically regulated
clothing choices and styles.

Fashion as a Mirror of Society

Throughout its history, fashion has functioned as a mirror reflecting societal values,
conflicts, and aspirations. It provides a lens through which historians and cultural analysts
interpret the dynamics of different periods. The interplay between tradition and innovation,
exclusivity and accessibility, and individualism and conformity has continually shaped the
fashion landscape.

Today, the history of fashion continues to unfold rapidly, influenced by digital technology,
sustainability movements, and global interconnectedness. Understanding its past offers
valuable insights into its future trajectory and ongoing role as a powerful form of human
expression.
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what is the history of fashion: An Illustrated History of Fashion Alice Mackrell, 1997
Ranging from woodcuts, engravings, and fashion plates to film, photography, and the internet, this
book reveals a new perspective on familiar artists from Durer to Man Ray, providing a fascinating
and authoritative look at the history of dress.

what is the history of fashion: The History of Fashion: A Simple Guide to Big Ideas Nova
Martian, 2025-05-10 Embark on a captivating journey through time with The History of Fashion: A
Simple Guide to Big Ideas, an accessible yet sophisticated exploration of how clothing has
shaped—and been shaped by—human society. From the earliest symbolic adornments of ancient
cultures to the artful innovations of haute couture and digital design, this book unpacks the complex
relationship between fashion, function, and self-expression. Richly organized, it analyzes how
garments have been powerful markers of identity, status, and belonging, while also reflecting the
profound social, artistic, and technological changes of every era. Each chapter illuminates a pivotal
era in fashion history, revealing how textiles, tailoring, and trends sprang from political upheavals,
cultural exchanges, and industrial revolutions. The book deftly traces iconic silhouettes—whether
the draped robes of Rome or the bold lines of the Jazz Age—while highlighting lesser-known stories
from Asia, the Americas, and beyond. With thoughtful attention to figures who shaped public taste,
movements that challenged the status quo, and the evolving roles of women and minorities, readers
gain a truly global understanding of how fashion mediates power, protest, and progress. With an eye
firmly on the emerging future, The History of Fashion examines today’s most urgent issues, from
sustainability and ethical consumption to digital innovation and inclusive design. Whether you are a
student, enthusiast, or simply curious about the threads that weave our cultural story, this guide
offers a clear, elegant, and authoritative resource for understanding the ever-changing art and
impact of fashion.

what is the history of fashion: The Routledge History of Fashion and Dress, 1800 to the
Present Veronique Pouillard, Vincent Dubé-Senécal, 2023-10-24 The time span covered by The
Routledge History of Fashion and Dress starts in the nineteenth century, with the aftermath of the
consumers’ revolution, and reaches all the way to the present. The fashion and garment industries
have been international from the beginning and, as such, this volume looks at the history of fashion
and dress through the lenses of both international and global history. Because fashion is also a
multifaceted subject with humanagency at its core, at the confluence of thematerial (fabrics,
clothing, dyes, tools, and machines) and the immaterial (savoir-faire, identities, images, and brands),
this volume adopts a transdisciplinary perspective, opening its pages to researchers from a variety
of complementary fields. The chapters in this volume are organized based on their relationship to
five fields of study: economics and commerce, politics, business, identities, and historical sources.
Paying particular attention to change, the book goes beyond the great fashion capitals and
well-known fashion centers and points to the broader geographies of fashion. Particular
geographical areas focus on the emergence of new fashion systems and business models, whether
they be in Sweden, Bangladesh, or Spain, or on the African continent, considered to be the “new
frontier” of the industry. Covering myriad aspects of the subject this is the perfect companion for all
those interested in history of dress and fashion in the modern world.
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what is the history of fashion: A Cultural History of Fashion in the 20th and 21st Centuries
Bonnie English, 2013-08-01 This new edition of a bestselling textbook is designed for students,

scholars, and anyone interested in 20th century fashion history. Accessibly written and well
illustrated, the book outlines the social and cultural history of fashion thematically, and contains a
wide range of global case studies on key designers, styles, movements and events. The new edition
has been revised and expanded: there are new sections on eco-fashion, fashion and the museum,
major changes in the fashion market in the 21st century (including the impact of new media and
retailing networks), new technologies, fashion weeks, the rise of asian fashion centers and more.
There are twice as many illustrations. In its second edition, A Cultural History of Fashion in the 20th
and 21st Centuries is the ideal introductory text for all students of fashion.

what is the history of fashion: A History of Fashion Douglas W. Gorsline, 1991 A visual
study of historical dress, pinpointing the key developments in each period from the ancients to the
20th century.

what is the history of fashion: The Cambridge Global History of Fashion: Volume 1
Christopher Breward, Beverly Lemire, Giorgio Riello, 2023-08-17 Volume I surveys the long history
of fashion from the ancient world to c. 1800. The volume seeks to answer fundamental questions on
the origins of fashion, challenging Eurocentric explanations that the emergence of fashion was a
European phenomenon and shows instead that fashion found early expressions across the globe well
before the age of European colonialism and imperialism. It sheds light on how fashion was
experienced in a multitude of ways depending on class, gender, and race, and despite geographical
distance, fashion connected populations across the globe. Fashions flowered and were reseeded,
through entanglements of empire, forced and voluntary migration, evolving racial systems,
burgeoning sea travel and transcontinental systems.

what is the history of fashion: Fashion History Linda Welters, Abby Lillethun, 2018-02-08
Fashion History: A Global View proposes a new perspective on fashion history. Arguing that fashion
has occurred in cultures beyond the West throughout history, this groundbreaking book explores the
geographic places and historical spaces that have been largely neglected by contemporary fashion
studies, bringing them together for the first time. Reversing the dominant narrative that privileges
Western Europe in the history of dress, Welters and Lillethun adopt a cross-cultural approach to
explore a vast array of cultures around the globe. They explore key issues affecting fashion systems,
ranging from innovation, production and consumption to identity formation and the effects of
colonization. Case studies include the cross-cultural trade of silk textiles in Central Asia, the
indigenous dress of the Americas and of Hawai'i, the cosmetics of the Tang Dynasty in China, and
stylistic innovation in sub-Saharan Africa. Examining the new lessons that can be deciphered from
archaeological findings and theoretical advancements, the book shows that fashion history should be
understood as a global phenomenon, originating well before and beyond the fourteenth century
European court, which is continually, and erroneously, cited as fashion's birthplace. Providing a
fresh framework for fashion history scholarship, Fashion History: A Global View will inspire inclusive
dress narratives for students and scholars of fashion, anthropology, and cultural studies.

what is the history of fashion: History of Twentieth Century Fashion Elizabeth Ewing, 1975
Explains contemporary changes in making fashionable garments accessible to all classes of women,
culminating in mass production of women's ready-to-wear.

what is the history of fashion: The Cambridge Global History of Fashion: Volume 2
Christopher Breward, Beverly Lemire, Giorgio Riello, 2023-08-17 Volume II surveys the history of
fashion from the nineteenth-century to the present day. Covering the period beginning with mass
industry and ending with calls for sustainability, this volume challenges the meaning of modernity
and modernism from a global perspective and reflects on important scholarship that has changed
our understanding of the relationship between fashion and colonialism. Empires shifted and new
powers rose, with fashion marking and contending with this change. The volume concludes with a
critical view of fashion and globalisation, and explores the deep connections between the fashion
industry, the global economy, and the politics of production and wearing in the contemporary world.




what is the history of fashion: HISTORY OF 20TH CENTURY FASHION Elizabeth Ewing,
Alice Mackrell, 2014-12-29 The first edition of this book established itself as required reading for all
those interested in the development of the fashion business. There are other books on contemporary
dress, but this account gives particular weight to the commercial organization of the industry; from
designer and textile manufacturer right through to the consumer. This completely revised edition
brings the story up to the 1990s with new text, 280 illustrations and 16 color plates. Fashion in this
century has ceased to be the private domain of the wealthy. The era when such names as Worth,
Paquin and Sciaparelli could dominate has given way to one where style and 'look' can be taken from
a host of various sources: designers and manufacturers, department and chain stores, the boutiques
or the streets. This established reference work looks behind the scenes for an understanding of the
social, economic and technical changes that have caused this revolution. It is a story of fashion
shocks: two world wars, the impact of new fibers and manufacturing techniques, and the succession
of youth explosions: mini-skirts, punk and sportswear. The narrative is based on research into the
history of couture houses, retailers and manufacturers and the authors' experience and contact with
the fashion business.

what is the history of fashion: Fashion, History, Museums Julia Petrov, 2019-02-07 This
book is available as open access through the Knowledge Unlatched programme and is available on
www.bloomsburycollections.com. A remarkable resource for the field of fashion studies suitable for
both newcomers ... {and] seasoned practitioners. - Fashion Historia A precious source in the study of
the subject ... inspiring. - The Journal of Dress History The last decade has seen the growing
popularity and visibility of fashion as a cultural product, including its growing presence in museum
exhibitions. This book explores the history of fashion displays, highlighting the continuity of past and
present curatorial practices. Comparing and contrasting exhibitions from different museums and
decades-from the Paris Exposition Universelle of 1900 to the Alexander McQueen Savage Beauty
show at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2011, and beyond-it makes connections between
museum fashion and the wider fashion industry. By critically analyzing trends in fashion exhibition
practice over the 20th and early 21st centuries, Julia Petrov defines and describes the varied
representations of historical fashion within British and North American museum exhibitions. Rooted
in extensive archival research on exhibitions by global leaders in the field-from the Victoria and
Albert and the Bath Fashion Museum to the Brooklyn and the Royal Ontario Museums-the work
reveals how fashion exhibitions have been shaped by the values and anxieties associated with
fashion more generally. Supplemented by parallel critical approaches, including museological
theory, historiography, body theory, material culture, and visual studies, Fashion, History, Museums
demonstrates that in an increasingly corporate and mass-mediated world, fashion exhibitions must
be analysed in a comparative and global context. Richly illustrated with 70 images, this book is
essential reading for students and scholars of fashion history and museology, as well as curators,
conservators, and exhibition designers.

what is the history of fashion: The Routledge History of Sex and the Body Sarah Toulalan,
Kate Fisher, 2013-03-20 The Routledge History of Sex and the Body provides an overview of the
main themes surrounding the history of sexuality from 1500 to the present day. The history of sex
and the body is an expanding field in which vibrant debate on, for instance, the history of
homosexuality, is developing. This book examines the current scholarship and looks towards future
directions across the field. The volume is divided into fourteen thematic chapters, which are split
into two chronological sections 1500 - 1750 and 1750 to present day. Focusing on the history of
sexuality and the body in the West but also interactions with a broader globe, these thematic
chapters survey the major areas of debate and discussion. Covering themes such as science, identity,
the gaze, courtship, reproduction, sexual violence and the importance of race, the volume offers a
comprehensive view of the history of sex and the body. The book concludes with an afterword in
which the reader is invited to consider some of the ‘tensions, problems and areas deserving further
scrutiny’. Including contributors renowned in their field of expertise, this ground-breaking collection
is essential reading for all those interested in the history of sexuality and the body.




what is the history of fashion: Fashion Fads through American History Jennifer Grayer Moore,
2015-12-14 Perfect for any reader interested in fashion, history, or popular culture, this text is an
essential resource that presents vital information and informed analysis of key fashion fads not
found elsewhere. Fashion Fads Through American History: Fitting Clothes into Context explores
fashion fads from the 19th century to the current decade, providing the reader with specific insights
into each era. The text draws fascinating connections between what we see in fashion
phenomena—including apparel, accessories, hair, and makeup—and events in popular culture in
general and across history. Written by an art and design historian, the book is ideal for a wide range
of student research projects, especially those in American history, social studies, art, and literature
classes. It covers topics overlooked by fashion history texts because of their origination outside of
the formal fashion system. Each entry provides critical historical context to help readers understand
why the fad originated and why it resonated with consumers, and presents vital information and
analysis of key fashions that were intimately related to currents in contemporary culture. The text
also considers the resurgence of some fashion fads in the late 20th and early 21st centuries and
provides context for their relevance.

what is the history of fashion: Pantone on Fashion Pantone, LLC, Leatrice Eiseman, E. P.
Cutler, 2014-09-16 Follow global color authority Pantone on this vivid journey through the rich
history of color in fashion. Favorite hues and their appearances across the decades are profiled in
informative text and copiously illustrated by runway photos and archival images. Track Bright
Marigold from its heyday in the 1940s as Hermes' identifying hue to its showstopping appearance in
Carolina Herrera's Spring/Summer 2013 collection, and trace Cyber Yellow from 1960s mod style to
Anna Sui's 1990s punk-inspired looks. Complete with a survey of the industry-defining PANTONE
Color of the Year, PANTONE on Fashion is the ultimate guide to the timeless shades the fashion
world loves to love.

what is the history of fashion: The Handbook of Fashion Studies Sandy Black, Amy de la
Haye, Joanne Entwistle, Regina Root, Agnés Rocamora, Helen Thomas, 2014-01-02 The Handbook of
Fashion Studies identifies an innovative spectrum of thematic approaches, key strands and
interdisciplinary concepts that continue to push forward the boundaries of fashion studies. The book
is divided into seven sections: Fashion, Identity and Difference; Spaces of Fashion; Fashion and
Materiality; Fashion, Agency and Policy; Science, Technology and New fashion; Fashion and Time
and, Sustainable Fashion in a Globalised world. Each section consists of approximately four essays
authored by established researchers in the field from the UK, USA, Netherlands, Sweden, Canada
and Australia. The essays are written by international subject specialists who each engage with their
section's theme in the light of their own discipline and provide clear case-studies to further
knowledge on fashion. This consistency provides clarity and permits comparative analysis. The
handbook will be essential reading for students of fashion as well as professionals in the industry.

what is the history of fashion: Fashion and Museums Marie Riegels Melchior, Birgitta
Svensson, 2014-08-14 Why is fashion in fashion in museums today? This timely volume brings
together expert scholars and curators to examine the reasons behind fashion's popularity in the
twenty-first century museum and the impact this has had on wider museum practice. Chapters
explore the role of fashion in the museum across a range of international case studies including the
Costume Institute at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, The Fashion Museum at Bath,
ModeMuseum in Antwerp and many more. Contributions look at topics such as how fashion has
made museums accessible to diverse audiences and how curators present broader themes and issues
such as gender, class and technology innovatively through exhibiting fashion. Drawing on
approaches from dress history, fashion studies, museum studies and curatorship, this engaging book
will be key reading for students and scholars across a range of disciplines.

what is the history of fashion: A Cultural History of Dress and Fashion in Antiquity Mary
Harlow, 2018-11-01 Whilst seemingly simple garments such as the tunic remained staples of the
classical wardrobe, sources from the period reveal a rich variety of changing styles and attitudes to
clothing across the ancient world. Covering the period 500 BCE to 800 CE and drawing on sources



ranging from extant garments and architectural iconography to official edicts and literature, this
volume reveals Antiquity's preoccupation with dress, which was matched by an appreciation of the
processes of production rarely seen in later periods. From a courtesan's sheer faux-silk garb to the
sumptuous purple dyes of an emperor's finery, clothing was as much a marker of status and personal
expression as it was a site of social control and anxiety. Contemporary commentators expressed
alarm in equal measure at the over-dressed, the excessively ascetic or at 'barbarian' silhouettes.
Richly illustrated with 100 images, A Cultural History of Dress and Fashion in Antiquity presents an
overview of the period with essays on textiles, production and distribution, the body, belief, gender
and sexuality, status, ethnicity, visual representations, and literary representations.

what is the history of fashion: How to Make a Mao Suit Antonia Finnane, 2023-08-03 When
the People's Republic of China was founded in 1949, new clothing protocols for state employees
resulted in far-reaching changes in what people wore. In a pioneering history of dress in the Mao
years (1949-1976), Antonia Finnane traces the transformation, using industry archives and personal
stories to reveal a clothing regime pivoted on the so-called 'Mao suit'. The time of the Mao suit was
the time of sewing schools and sewing machines, pattern books and homemade clothes. It was also a
time of close economic planning, when rationing meant a limited range of clothes made, usually by
women, from limited amounts of cloth. In an area of scholarship dominated by attention to
consumption, Finnane presents a revisionist account focused instead on production. How to Make a
Mao Suit provides a richly illustrated account of clothing that links the material culture of the Mao
years to broader cultural and technological changes of the twentieth century.

what is the history of fashion: Women in Fashion Rebecca Rissman, 2016-08-15 Women have
made a difference in every field imaginable, and they continue to do so today. Women's Lives in
History introduces readers to dozens of these remarkable people. Women in Fashionfeatures
groundbreaking designers, models, milliners, style makers, and many other fashion-forward figures.
Compelling text and vivid photographs bring these women to life. Features include essential facts, a
timeline, a glossary, additional resources, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core
Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a
division of ABDO.

what is the history of fashion: Historical Perspectives on Sustainable Fashion Amy Twigger
Holroyd, Jennifer Farley Gordon, Colleen Hill, 2023-01-12 For centuries, the fashion industry has
struggled to reconcile style with sustainability. In Historical Perspectives on Sustainable Fashion,
you will be transported back in time to discover the historical dimensions of today's sustainable
fashion movement. An array of success stories and cautionary tales provide both inspiration and
warnings for the eco-conscious designer, encouraging an innovative approach that builds on
predecessors' discoveries to move the practice of fashion forward. The 1st edition, Sustainable
Fashion: Past, Present and Future, emerged from the Museum at FIT's groundbreaking exhibition
'‘Eco-Fashion: Going Green'. This revised edition broadens perspectives even further, incorporating
eye-opening examples of designers, brands and activists working for change across the world today.
Likewise, a new chapter examines the globalized mainstream fashion system and historical
alternatives that provide compelling inspiration for reimagining the status quo. Fascinating and
timely, Historical Perspectives on Sustainable Fashion examines progressive fashion through a
historical lens, encouraging readers to question the state of the industry and demonstrating the
value of historical insights in enabling and inspiring change.
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