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Government in America George C Edwards: Exploring the Dynamics of U.S. Politics

government in america george c edwards represents more than just a phrase; it encapsulates a deep dive into the
complexities of American political systems through the insightful lens of one of the leading scholars in
political science. George C. Edwards III, a prominent figure in the study of U.S. government, has significantly
influenced how students, scholars, and citizens understand the functioning and intricacies of American
governance. His work sheds light on the institutions, behaviors, and processes that define the political
landscape of the United States.

If you’re interested in exploring the American government beyond the surface, understanding the contributions of
George C. Edwards can provide a nuanced perspective on how policies are shaped, how political actors behave,
and why government functions the way it does today.

Who is George C. Edwards?

Before delving into the government in America through George C. Edwards’ perspective, it’s essential to know a
little about the man himself. George C. Edwards III is a distinguished professor of political science known for his
extensive research on the presidency, Congress, and American political institutions. His analytical approach
combines empirical data with theoretical frameworks, making his work accessible and engaging for a broad
audience.

Edwards has authored numerous books and articles that have become staples in political science education,
notably his works on presidential leadership and Congressional behavior. His contributions have helped clarify
common misconceptions about how American government operates, emphasizing the roles of both formal
institutions and informal political dynamics.

Understanding Government in America Through Edwards’ Lens

When exploring government in America George C Edwards highlights several key themes that are essential for
grasping the broader picture of U.S. politics. His work often focuses on how power is distributed, how
political actors make decisions, and the interplay between different branches of government.

The Presidency: More Than Just a Figurehead

One of Edwards’ most significant areas of expertise is the presidency. Unlike the popular portrayal of presidents
as all-powerful leaders, Edwards explains that the president’s power is often limited by institutional
constraints and political realities. In his book "The Strategic President," Edwards argues that successful
presidents are those who strategically navigate these limitations by selecting the right policies to pursue and
timing their actions carefully.

This perspective helps readers understand that presidential leadership is less about unilateral decision-making
and more about strategic influence within a complex system of checks and balances. It’s a valuable insight for
anyone curious about how executive power truly works in practice.

Congressional Behavior and Legislative Dynamics

Another critical area of Edwards’ scholarship is the behavior of Congress. He challenges the traditional view



of Congress as a monolithic institution by highlighting the diversity of motivations and strategies among
legislators. Through his analyses, it becomes clear that members of Congress often act based on a mix of
personal ambition, constituency interests, party loyalty, and institutional rules.

Understanding these dynamics offers a richer explanation for legislative outcomes, such as why certain bills
pass while others fail, and how partisanship influences policymaking. Edwards’ work encourages readers to
look beyond surface-level explanations and appreciate the complexity behind legislative processes.

Key Concepts from Government in America George C Edwards

Delving deeper into government in America George C Edwards’ research reveals important concepts that
illuminate American politics. Here are some of the most influential ideas that his work brings to light:

Strategic Leadership: The idea that political leaders must carefully choose their battles and leverage
opportunities rather than simply wield power indiscriminately.

Institutional Constraints: The recognition that American political institutions impose limits on what
politicians can achieve, shaping their behavior and outcomes.

Political Ambition: Understanding that elected officials are motivated by a mix of personal goals and
public service, which impacts their decision-making.

Checks and Balances: Emphasizing how the distribution of power among branches creates a system of
mutual oversight and competition.

Public Opinion Influence: Exploring how politicians respond to and sometimes shape the views of the
electorate.

Grasping these concepts helps readers make sense of news events, policy debates, and electoral politics in a
more informed manner.

Why George C. Edwards’ Work Matters in Today’s Political
Climate

In an era marked by political polarization and rapid change, the insights offered by government in America George
C Edwards remain highly relevant. His emphasis on strategic decision-making and institutional analysis provides
tools to better understand current challenges facing American democracy.

For example, when observing presidential actions or Congressional gridlock, Edwards’ framework encourages a
thoughtful examination of underlying incentives and constraints rather than simplistic blame. This approach
fosters a more balanced and critical perspective, empowering citizens to engage more effectively with political
discourse.

Moreover, educators and students benefit from Edwards’ clear explanations and real-world examples, which
make the study of American government both accessible and intellectually stimulating. His work bridges the gap
between academic theory and practical understanding, making complex political phenomena understandable for a
broad audience.



Applying Edwards’ Insights to Civic Engagement

Beyond academic circles, the lessons from government in America George C Edwards can enhance civic
participation. Recognizing that government officials operate within a structured system of rules and strategic
choices helps voters appreciate the challenges leaders face. It also highlights the importance of active
involvement, such as voting, advocacy, and staying informed, to influence political outcomes.

By considering the strategic nature of politics, citizens can better evaluate candidates and policies,
understanding not just what is promised but what is realistically achievable. This critical mindset is essential
for fostering a healthy democracy where informed participation drives accountability.

Resources to Explore Government in America George C Edwards
Further

If you’re intrigued and want to dive deeper into George C. Edwards’ analysis of American government, there are
several key resources worth exploring:

The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership – A foundational text on
presidential power and strategy.

Congress and Its Members – Co-authored work that provides detailed insight into Congressional
behavior and structure.

Academic articles and lectures available through university websites and political science journals.

Online course materials and video lectures that break down Edwards’ theories for students and casual
learners.

Engaging with these materials offers a comprehensive understanding of how American government functions and
the factors shaping political leadership.

---

In the intricate world of American politics, understanding government in America George C Edwards presents an
opportunity to see beyond headlines and partisan debates. Edwards’ scholarship invites us to appreciate the
strategic, institutional, and human elements that drive the U.S. political system, providing a richer, more
informed view of governance that is crucial for both scholars and citizens alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is George C. Edwards in the context of American government studies?

George C. Edwards is a prominent political scientist known for his work on the American presidency, public
opinion, and political institutions.

What are the main themes of George C. Edwards' book 'Government in
America'?

George C. Edwards is not the author of 'Government in America'; the book is typically authored by George C.



Edwards alongside other scholars. The main themes include American political institutions, the Constitution,
federalism, civil rights, and public policy.

How has George C. Edwards contributed to the study of the American
presidency?

George C. Edwards has extensively researched presidential leadership, decision-making, and public opinion,
emphasizing the limits of presidential power and the importance of political context.

What is George C. Edwards' perspective on public opinion and presidential
responsiveness?

Edwards argues that presidents are responsive to public opinion but operate within constraints that limit their
ability to enact policies solely based on popular demands.

Has George C. Edwards written any textbooks on American government?

Yes, George C. Edwards has authored and co-authored several textbooks and scholarly works on American
government, including editions of 'Government in America' alongside other authors.

What distinguishes George C. Edwards' approach to political science?

Edwards emphasizes empirical research and quantitative analysis to understand political behavior,
institutional dynamics, and the presidency.

How does George C. Edwards explain the limitations of presidential power?

He highlights institutional checks and balances, public opinion, and political opposition as key factors that
constrain presidential authority.

In what ways does George C. Edwards address the role of Congress in
American government?

Edwards acknowledges Congress's significant role in lawmaking and oversight, often contrasting it with
presidential power and exploring the interplay between branches.

What methodology does George C. Edwards use in his research on
government and politics?

He primarily uses empirical data analysis, case studies, and historical comparisons to examine political
institutions and behaviors.

Why is George C. Edwards' work relevant for understanding government in
America?

His research provides insight into the functioning and limitations of American political institutions, especially
the presidency, helping students and scholars grasp the complexities of governance in the U.S.



Additional Resources
Government in America George C Edwards: An In-Depth Review of Political Analysis and Scholarship

government in america george c edwards represents a significant body of work that has shaped contemporary
understanding of American politics and governance. George C. Edwards III, a renowned political scientist, has
contributed extensively to the field through his books, articles, and academic research. His nuanced
exploration of the U.S. government’s structures, presidential behavior, and institutional dynamics offers a lens
through which scholars, students, and practitioners can better understand the complex mechanisms that drive
American democracy.

As a cornerstone text in political science curricula, Edwards’ work titled "Government in America" not only
explicates the foundational principles of American government but also integrates empirical data and
theoretical insights, providing readers with a comprehensive overview. This article delves into the key elements
of Edwards’ scholarship, highlighting how "government in america george c edwards" remains a vital resource
for deciphering political processes and institutional interactions in the United States.

Understanding the Core Themes of Government in America George C
Edwards

George C. Edwards’ approach to studying American government is marked by a careful balance between
descriptive detail and analytical rigor. His works emphasize the behavior of political actors, especially
presidents, and how institutional rules shape political outcomes. Unlike broad surveys that merely catalog
government structures, Edwards’ analysis focuses on the practical workings of power, decision-making, and
political strategy.

One of the central themes in Edwards’ work is presidential leadership. His extensive research on the presidency
challenges conventional wisdom that presidents have unlimited power, instead arguing that institutional
constraints and political realities significantly limit executive authority. This perspective is crucial for
readers of "government in america george c edwards," as it highlights the interaction between individual agency
and systemic checks within American politics.

Presidential Power and Institutional Constraints

Edwards’ insights into presidential power have reshaped how political scientists view the executive branch. By
analyzing case studies and historical data, he demonstrates that presidents operate within a web of
institutional checks — from Congress to the judiciary to the bureaucracy. His work underscores that
effective leadership requires navigating these constraints rather than simply exerting unilateral control.

This nuanced view is particularly relevant in contemporary political discourse, where debates over executive
orders, legislative gridlock, and judicial review are common. Edwards’ scholarship provides a framework for
understanding why presidents must often compromise and how their success depends on strategic interaction
with other branches of government.

Federalism and the Role of States

In addition to his focus on the presidency, "government in america george c edwards" addresses the broader
federal system. Edwards explores how power is divided between national and state governments, highlighting
the dynamic and sometimes contentious nature of this relationship. His analysis shows that federalism is not
static but evolves in response to political, social, and economic pressures.

This aspect of Edwards’ work is essential for appreciating the complexity of American governance. It sheds



light on issues such as states' rights, federal mandates, and the balance of power, which are central to
ongoing debates about policy implementation and political autonomy.

Comparative Features of Government in America by George C
Edwards

When comparing Edwards’ "government in america" to other political science texts, several distinguishing
features emerge. His emphasis on empirical research, combined with a clear writing style, makes the material
accessible without sacrificing scholarly depth.

Empirical Focus: Edwards integrates quantitative data and historical case studies to support his
arguments, providing readers with evidence-based insights.

Behavioral Analysis: Unlike traditional institutional descriptions, Edwards prioritizes understanding the
behavior of political actors within those institutions.

Presidential Studies: His specialization in the presidency offers a detailed examination of executive
leadership that is often more comprehensive than general government textbooks.

Neutral Perspective: Edwards maintains a balanced, non-partisan tone, making his work valuable for
academic study and informed public discourse alike.

This combination of qualities makes "government in america george c edwards" a preferred text for those seeking
a thorough yet practical understanding of American politics.

Pros and Cons of Edwards’ Approach

While Edwards’ scholarship is widely respected, it is important to consider its strengths alongside potential
limitations.

Pros:1.

Clarity and accessibility facilitate learning for diverse audiences.

Focus on presidential behavior enriches comprehension of executive power.

Inclusion of contemporary examples helps link theory to real-world politics.

Balanced analysis avoids ideological bias, enhancing credibility.

Cons:2.

Concentration on the presidency may overshadow other important institutions.

Some critics argue the behavioral focus underemphasizes structural inequalities and social
movements.

The text’s academic style might be dense for casual readers without a political science



background.

These considerations are useful for readers evaluating whether Edwards’ work aligns with their research or
educational needs.

Relevance of Government in America George C Edwards in
Contemporary Politics

In an era marked by political polarization, institutional challenges, and evolving governance models, George C.
Edwards’ insights remain particularly pertinent. His analysis of presidential power offers a cautionary
perspective against simplistic narratives of executive dominance, emphasizing the complexities underlying policy-
making and governance.

Moreover, Edwards’ exploration of federalism illuminates current debates over state versus federal authority
in areas such as healthcare, education, and environmental regulation. Understanding these dynamics is critical
for policymakers, journalists, and citizens seeking to navigate the multifaceted nature of American government
today.

Impact on Political Science Education

"Government in america george c edwards" is widely adopted in university courses, reflecting its educational
value. Its blend of theoretical frameworks and practical case studies equips students with tools to
critically assess political events and institutional functions. The text’s enduring popularity attests to its
effectiveness in fostering political literacy and analytical skills.

Influence on Public Discourse and Policy Analysis

Beyond academia, Edwards’ work informs media commentary and policy analysis. By elucidating the constraints
on presidential power and the interplay among government branches, his research provides context for
evaluating political developments. This contribution is vital in an information-rich environment where nuanced
understanding can be overshadowed by partisan rhetoric.

In sum, government in america george c edwards not only advances scholarly dialogue but also enriches public
comprehension of American political systems, highlighting the continued relevance of rigorous political science
scholarship in shaping informed citizenship.

Government In America George C Edwards
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  government in america george c edwards: Das Regierungssystem der USA Winand
Gellner, Martin Kleiber, 2012-10-25 Wie Amerika regiert wird Das Regierungssystem der USA ist
durch ein besonderes Verhältnis von „checks and balances“ bestimmt. Die Autoren erläutern das
Zusammenspiel im zentralen politischen Entscheidungssystem – Präsident, Kongress und Supreme
Court – und zeichnen u.a. die Radikalisierung und Polarisierung des politischen Prozesses während
der Präsidentschaft Barack Obamas nach.
  government in america george c edwards: Handbuch Politik USA Christian Lammert,
Markus B. Siewert, Boris Vormann, 2015-08-13 Das Handbuch Politik USA vereint Aufsätze
ausgewiesener Expertinnen und Experten der sozialwissenschaftlichen USA-Forschung. Die Beiträge
des Handbuchs setzen sich mit den grundlegenden Strukturen und Mechanismen der
US-amerikanischen Politik auseinander. Diese werden zum einen in ihrem (zeit)historischen Kontext
verortet, zum anderen werden unterschiedliche Deutungsdimensionen aufgezeigt und somit eine
problemorientierte Einführung in das politische System der USA geleistet.
  government in america george c edwards: Die Bedeutung Europas in der Außenpolitik
der USA Alexander Höse, 2012-02-29 Seit dem Ende des Ost-West-Konflikts scheint Europa für die
USA an Bedeutung zu verlieren. Dafür werden nicht nur die neuen weltpolitischen Konstellationen,
sondern auch soziodemographische Veränderungen in den USA verantwortlich gemacht. Alexander
Höse untersucht die Effekte dieser Entwicklungen auf die amerikanische politische Elite: Anhand
der Konzepte der „Salienz“ und des „Bildes“ arbeitet er auf einer breiten empirischen Grundlage
heraus, welche Rolle Europa für die außenpolitischen Akteure der USA spielt und wie sie Europa
heute sehen.
  government in america george c edwards: Guide to the Presidency and the Executive Branch
Michael Nelson, 2012-08-13 This comprehensive two-volume guide is the definitive source for
researchers seeking an understanding of those who have occupied the White House and on the
institution of the U.S. presidency. Readers turn Guide to the Presidency and the Executive Branch
for its wealth of facts and analytical chapters that explain the structure, powers, and operations of
the office and the president’s relationship with Congress and the Supreme Court. The fifth edition of
this acclaimed reference completes coverage of the George W. Bush presidency, the 2008 election,
and the first 3 years of the presidency of Barack Obama. This includes coverage of their handling of
the economic crisis, wars abroad, and Obama’s healthcare initiatives. The work is divided into eight
distinct subject areas covering every aspect of the U.S. presidency, and all chapters in each subject
area have been revised and updated: Origins and Development of the Presidency, including
constitutional beginnings, history of the presidency and vice presidency, and presidential ratings
Selection and Removal of the President, including the electoral process, a chronology of presidential
elections, removal of the president and vice president, and succession Powers of the Presidency,
including the unilateral powers of the presidency and those as chief of state, chief administrator,
legislative leader, commander in chief, and chief economist The President, the Public, and the
Parties, including presidential appearances, the president and political parties, the president and the
news media, the presidency and pop culture, public support and opinion, and the president and
interest groups The Presidency and the Executive Branch, including the White House Office, the
Office of the Vice President, supporting organizations, the cabinet and executive departments,
presidential commissions, and executive branch housing, pay, and perquisites Chief Executive and
Federal Government, including the president and Congress, the president and the Supreme Court,
and the president and the bureaucracy Presidents, their Families, and Life in the White House and
Beyond, including the daily life of the president, the first lady, the first family, friends of presidents,
and life after the presidency Biographies of the Presidents, Vice Presidents, First Ladies This new
volume also features more than 200 textboxes, tables, and figures. Major revisions cover the
supporting White House organizations and the president’s role as chief economist. Additional
reference materials include explanatory headnotes, as well as hundreds of photographs with detailed
captions.
  government in america george c edwards: American Government Alan R. Gitelson, Robert L.



Dudley, Melvin J. Dubnick, 2017-01-27 What students think they know about politics is often based
on common myths. Rather than dismissing those myths as outright falsehoods, this text encourages
students to confront their preconceived notions in order to think critically about government and
politics. Clearly and distinctively woven into each chapter, the myths-and-realities theme provides a
pedagogical framework that engages students with interesting problems while effectively covering
the core concepts of American government.
  government in america george c edwards: Die Neue Geschichte Ulinka Rublack,
2013-04-25 Global in der Perspektive, unvoreingenommen im Herangehen, narrativ in der
Vermittlung: So geht Geschichtsschreibung heute. Die Zeiten, in denen für Historiker der
westlich-europäische Weg das Maß aller Beschäftigung mit Geschichte war, sind vorbei. Auf der
ganzen Welt arbeiten Historiker heute an einer neuen Art, Geschichte im globalen Kontext zu
denken, zu verstehen, zu schreiben. In 16 Kapiteln – von Wirtschaft, über Macht, Gender und
Kommunikation bis zu Umwelt, Religion und Gefühlen – legen international führende Gelehrte dar,
welche Herausforderungen und Bereicherungen der Perspektivenwechsel für die
Geschichtswissenschaften bereithält. Eine höchst anregende und abwechslungsreiche Einführung
für alle, die sich im 21. Jahrhundert zeitgemäß mit Geschichte befassen wollen. Mit Beiträgen u.a.
von Christopher Clark, Peter Burke, Dorothy Ko, Eiko Ikegami, Anthony Grafton, Pat Thane,
Christopher Bayly, Ulinka Rublack, Bin Wong und Kenneth Pomeranz. »Ausgezeichnete Autoren
stellen die interessantesten Entwicklungen in der Geschichtswissenschaft der letzten Jahrzehnte
vor.« Times Literary Supplement
  government in america george c edwards: The Particularistic President Douglas L.
Kriner, Andrew Reeves, 2015-06-12 As the holders of the only office elected by the entire nation,
presidents have long claimed to be sole stewards of the interests of all Americans. Scholars have
largely agreed, positing the president as an important counterbalance to the parochial impulses of
members of Congress. This supposed fact is often invoked in arguments for concentrating greater
power in the executive branch. Douglas L. Kriner and Andrew Reeves challenge this notion and,
through an examination of a diverse range of policies from disaster declarations, to base closings, to
the allocation of federal spending, show that presidents, like members of Congress, are
particularistic. Presidents routinely pursue policies that allocate federal resources in a way that
disproportionately benefits their more narrow partisan and electoral constituencies. Though
presidents publicly don the mantle of a national representative, in reality they are particularistic
politicians who prioritize the needs of certain constituents over others.
  government in america george c edwards: New Directions in American Politics Raymond J.
La Raja, 2013-02-15 New Directions in American Politics introduces students not just to how the
American political system works but also to how political science works. La Raja brings together top
scholars to write original essays across the standard curriculum of American government and
politics, capturing emerging research in the discipline in a way that is accessible for
undergraduates. Each chapter combines substantive knowledge with the kind of skill-building and
analytical inquiry that is being touted in higher education everywhere. Contributors to New
Directions highlight why the questions they seek to answer are critical for understanding American
politics, and situate them in the broader context of controversies in research. The teaching of
American politics follows a well-worn path. Textbooks for introductory courses hew to a traditional
set of chapters that describe the Founding, American institutions, the ways citizens participate in
politics, and sometimes public policy. The material rarely engages students in the kind of questions
that animate scholarship on politics. One hurdle for instructors is finding material that reflects
quality scholarship—and thus teaches students about why, not just what—and yet is accessible for
undergraduates. Articles in scholarly journals are typically unsuited for undergraduate courses,
particularly introductory courses. What is needed is a book that conveys exciting trends in
scholarship across vital topics in American politics and illustrates analytical thinking. New
Directions in American Politics is that book and will be an ideal companion to standard textbooks
that focus mostly on nuts and bolts of politics. The book features: Contributions from a top-notch



cast of active scholars and a highly regarded editor A focus on analytical thinking that addresses
questions of causality Full coverage of the American politics curriculum Short interviews with each
contributor on a companion website to help the research come alive and prompt critical thinking
questions for students Work that draws on the highest quality research in political science but is
written specifically for first year undergraduate students. There is simply no book like this available
to the growing number of faculty who want their introductory American politics course to be a
reflection of the political science discipline and not just the nuts and bolt facts of the American
political system.
  government in america george c edwards: American Business and Political Power Mark
A. Smith, 2010-01-26 Most people believe that large corporations wield enormous political power
when they lobby for policies as a cohesive bloc. With this controversial book, Mark A. Smith sets
conventional wisdom on its head. In a systematic analysis of postwar lawmaking, Smith reveals that
business loses in legislative battles unless it has public backing. This surprising conclusion holds
because the types of issues that lead businesses to band together—such as tax rates, air pollution,
and product liability—also receive the most media attention. The ensuing debates give citizens the
information they need to hold their representatives accountable and make elections a choice
between contrasting policy programs. Rather than succumbing to corporate America, Smith argues,
representatives paradoxically become more responsive to their constituents when facing a united
corporate front. Corporations gain the most influence over legislation when they work with
organizations such as think tanks to shape Americans' beliefs about what government should and
should not do.
  government in america george c edwards: New Directions in the American Presidency
Lori Cox Han, 2023-02-21 The third edition of New Directions in the American Presidency provides
important updates on all topics throughout the text, including new and relevant literature across the
subfield of presidency studies within political science. Significant changes have occurred within the
political environment since the publication of the second edition. Many scholars refer to the Trump
presidency as a disruption to the political order, and each chapter will assess the lessons and
legacies of the Trump years and analyze how the Biden presidency is faring in the return to a more
traditional style of presidential leadership. New to the Third Edition: Updated chapter on the 2020
presidential campaign and aftermath Assessment of the Trump years: Presidential powers and
management of executive branch, use of social media, relationship with Congress, relationship with
political parties, public opinion, domestic and foreign policy, Supreme Court appointments Two new
chapters—unitary powers, and intersectionality and the presidency
  government in america george c edwards: The Rhetoric of Heroic Expectations Justin S.
Vaughn, Jennifer Mercieca, 2014-02-15 Campaign rhetoric helps candidates to get elected, but its
effects last well beyond the counting of the ballots; this was perhaps never truer than in Barack
Obama’s 2008 campaign. Did Obama create such high expectations that they actually hindered his
ability to enact his agenda? Should we judge his performance by the scale of the expectations his
rhetoric generated, or against some other standard? The Rhetoric of Heroic Expectations:
Establishing the Obama Presidency grapples with these and other important questions. Barack
Obama’s election seemed to many to fulfill Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of the “long arc of the
moral universe . . . bending toward justice.” And after the terrorism, war, and economic downturn of
the previous decade, candidate Obama’s rhetoric cast broad visions of a change in the direction of
American life. In these and other ways, the election of 2008 presented an especially strong example
of creating expectations that would shape the public’s views of the incoming administration. The
public’s high expectations, in turn, become a part of any president’s burden upon assuming office.
The interdisciplinary scholars who have contributed to this volume focus their analysis upon three
kinds of presidential burdens: institutional burdens (specific to the office of the presidency);
contextual burdens (specific to the historical moment within which the president assumes office);
and personal burdens (specific to the individual who becomes president).
  government in america george c edwards: The Macropolitics of Congress E. Scott Adler,



John S. Lapinski, 2011-10-16 How do public laws, treaties, Senate confirmations, and other
legislative achievements help us to gain insight into how our governmental system performs? This
well-argued book edited by Scott Adler and John Lapinski is the first to assess our political
institutions by looking at what the authors refer to as legislative accomplishment. The book moves
beyond current research on Congress that focuses primarily on rules, internal structure, and the
microbehavior of individual lawmakers, to look at the mechanisms that govern how policy is enacted
and implemented in the United States. It includes essays on topics ranging from those dealing with
the microfoundations of congressional output, to large N empirical analyses that assess current
theories of lawmaking, to policy-centered case studies. All of the chapters take a Congress-centered
perspective on macropolicy while still appreciating the importance of other branches of government
in explaining policy accomplishment. The Macropolitics of Congress shines light on promising
pathways for the exploration of such key issues as the nature of political representation. It will make
a significant contribution to the study of Congress and, more generally, to our understanding of
American politics. Contributors include E. Scott Adler, David Brady, Charles M. Cameron, Brandice
Canes-Wrone, Robert S. Erikson, Grace R. Freedman, Valerie Heitshusen, John D. Huber, Ira
Katznelson, Keith Krehbiel, John S. Lapinski, David Leblang, Michael B. MacKuen, David R. Mayhew,
Nolan McCarty, Charles R. Shipan, James A. Stimson, and Garry Young.
  government in america george c edwards: Modern America and the Legacy of the Founding
Ronald J. Pestritto, Thomas G. West, 2007-01-01 This is the third and final volume in the series on
American political thought edited by Ronald J. Pestritto and Thomas G. West. The book addresses
how the major themes in American political thought_identified in the first two books of the
series_have played out in the world of modern American politics. The first volume focused on the
founding era, and examined the prevalence of social-compact theory among the founders and
implications of that theory for the design of American institutions. The second volume examined the
major challenges that nineteenth-century thought posed to the political ideas of the founding, and
suggested that these challenges created tensions that would significantly affect the development of
American politics in the twentieth century and beyond. In Modern America and the Legacy of the
Founding, the authors address these fundamental tensions: how does modern America resolve the
inherent conflict between the original constitutional order and the challenges posed by modern
liberalism? The authors look at the contemporary effects of this fundamental tension on questions of
foreign policy and domestic policy, and on questions of our national political institutions and the
ideas that shape them today.
  government in america george c edwards: Unequal America Anthony DiMaggio, 2020-12-09
This book examines Americans and their beliefs about the class divide in the United States. It argues
that Americans’ beliefs about class and the economic divide develop through a multistep process.
Economic affluence influences the development of worldview, measured in terms of ideology,
partisanship, and self-identified class consciousness. Class consciousness in turn affects how people
look at political and economic issues. This book is intended for scholars and students at every level
who study inequality from a political, economic, or sociological position, along with general readers
with a growing interest in and awareness of the effects of inequality on our democracy, especially in
the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the resulting economic contraction, and the protests over racial
injustice erupting throughout the world in 2020.
  government in america george c edwards: Pitiful Giants D. Franklin, 2014-10-23 Five
presidents (Eisenhower, Reagan, Clinton, Bush, and Obama) have been elected to and served a
second term. Seemingly free from electoral pressure, each president has taken a unique approach to
their second term, and the book seeks to unpack the rationale behind their decisions and actions in
their final years of power.
  government in america george c edwards: Vicious Cycle Constantine J. Spiliotes, 2002
Annotation. American presidents enter office ready to enact a policy-making agenda that will satisfy
partisan interests and facilitate reelection to a second term. Economic circumstances, however, may
catch presidents in a vicious cycle of economic growth and inflation versus recession and



unemployment. Faced with responsibility for the nation's economic health, presidents are often
forced to make tradeoffs between pursuing political objectives and stabilizing the economy. Vicious
Cycle provides a theoretical framework for explaining how presidents pursue partisan and electoral
objectives in office while simultaneously managing the nation's economy. With an approach that
bridges several literatures in presidential studies and political economy, Constantine J. Spiliotes
develops an econometric model of postwar presidential decision making in the American political
economy and examines its relationship to economic decision making in four presidencies. These
extensively documented case studies -- of presidents Eisenhower, Johnson, Carter, and Reagan --
offer variation across several analytic dimensions: temporal, partisan, electoral, and institutional.
Spiliotes concludes that tradeoffs between political objectives and institutional responsibility are
driven by a transformation in the nature of the American presidency, from an office in which
decision making is anchored in partisan accountability to one constrained by the chief executive's
institutional mission. Spiliotes's work contributes to a fuller understanding of the presidency and
political economy and the methodologies that elucidate them.
  government in america george c edwards: The Other Side of Gridlock Manabu Saeki,
2010-03-24 Drawing upon a wealth of congressional data from 1953 through 2006, this study offers
new insights into the politics of gridlock, one of the more contentious issues in Washington, D.C.,
since the early 1990s. Previous analyses have focused on either the volume of enacted law or the
ratio of enacted legislation to the entire legislative agenda. Manabu Saeki departs substantially from
these approaches by looking at the policy content of enacted laws while defining gridlock as an
inability to change policy. He asks, why has there been so much policy stability? Saeki looks closely
at party control, as do previous studies, but he also examines the ideological configuration of the
bipartisan supermajority.
  government in america george c edwards: Stalemate Sarah A. Binder, 2004-05-13 Gridlock
is not a modern legislative condition. Although the term is said to have entered the American
political lexicon after the 1980 elections, Alexander Hamilton complained about it more than two
hundred years ago. In many ways, stalemate seems endemic to American politics. Constitutional
skeptics even suggest that the framers intentionally designed the Constitution to guarantee gridlock.
In Stalemate, Sarah Binder examines the causes and consequences of gridlock, focusing on the
ability of Congress to broach and secure policy compromise on significant national issues. Reviewing
more than fifty years of legislative history, Binder measures the frequency of deadlock during that
time and offers concrete advice for policymakers interested in improving the institutional capacity of
Congress. Binder begins by revisiting the notion of framers' intent, investigating whether gridlock
was the preferred outcome of those who designed the American system of separated powers. Her
research suggests that frequent policy gridlock might instead be an unintended consequence of
constitutional design. Next, she explores the ways in which elections and institutions together shape
the capacity of Congress and the president to make public law. She examines two facets of its
institutional evolution: the emergence of the Senate as a coequal legislative partner of the House
and the insertion of political parties into a legislative arena originally devoid of parties. Finally, she
offers a new empirical approach for testing accounts of policy stalemate during the decades since
World War II. These measurements reveal patterns in legislative performance during the second half
of the twentieth century, showing the frequency of policy deadlock and the legislative stages at
which it has most often emerged in the postwar period. Binder uses the new measure of stalemate to
explain empirical patterns in the frequency of gridlock. The results weave together the effects of
institu
  government in america george c edwards: Ruling by Statute Sebastian M. Saiegh,
2011-04-25 What are the main factors that allow presidents and prime ministers to enact policy
through acts of government that carry the force of law? Or, simply put, when does a government
actually govern? The theory presented in this book provides a major advance in our understanding of
statutory policy making. Using a combination of an original analytical framework and statistical
techniques, as well as historical and contemporary case studies, the book demonstrates that,



contrary to conventional wisdom, variations in legislative passage rates are the consequences of
differences in uncertainty, not partisan support. In particular, it shows that a chief executive's
legislative success depends on the predictability of legislators' voting behavior and whether buying
votes is a feasible option. From a normative standpoint, the book reveals that governability is best
served when the opposition has realistic chances of occasionally defeating the executive in the
legislative arena.
  government in america george c edwards: The American Presidency William G. Howell,
2023-01-10 How institutions shape the American presidency This incisive undergraduate textbook
emphasizes the institutional sources of presidential power and executive governance, enabling
students to think more clearly and systematically about the American presidency at a time when
media coverage of the White House is awash in anecdotes and personalities. William Howell offers
unparalleled perspective on the world’s most powerful office, from its original design in the
Constitution to its historical growth over time; its elections and transitions to governance; its
interactions with Congress, the courts, and the federal bureaucracy; and its persistent efforts to
shape public policy. Comprehensive in scope and rooted in the latest scholarship, The American
Presidency is the perfect guide for studying the presidency at a time of acute partisan polarization
and popular anxiety about the health and well-being of the republic. Focuses on the institutional
structures that presidents must navigate, the incentives and opportunities that drive them, and the
constraints they routinely confront Shows how legislators, judges, bureaucrats, the media, and the
broader public shape the contours and limits of presidential power Encourages students to view the
institutional presidency as not just an object of study but a way of thinking about executive politics
Highlights the lasting effects of important historical moments on the institutional presidency
Enables students to grapple with enduring themes of power, rules, norms, and organization that
undergird democracy
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