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How to Write Occupational Therapy Credentials: A Clear and Practical Guide

how to write occupational therapy credentials is a question many new and even
seasoned professionals ask themselves, especially when preparing resumes, business
cards, email signatures, or professional profiles. Occupational therapy credentials are
more than just letters after your name; they communicate your qualifications, expertise,
and licensure status to employers, clients, and colleagues. Understanding the appropriate
way to present these credentials not only reflects professionalism but also ensures
compliance with industry standards and legal guidelines.

In this article, we’ll explore the ins and outs of writing occupational therapy credentials
correctly, discuss common abbreviations, and provide tips for different contexts. Whether
you’re just starting your career or updating your professional materials, knowing how to
write these credentials properly will help you stand out and maintain credibility.

Understanding Occupational Therapy Credentials

Occupational therapy credentials refer to the letters and abbreviations that follow a
professional’s name, indicating their education, licensure, certification, and specialization.
These credentials help others quickly identify your qualifications and professional status.

Why Credentials Matter

Proper use of occupational therapy credentials isn’t just about formality—it’s about trust
and clarity. When you include the right credentials:

- Employers know your level of education and licensure.
- Clients feel confident in your expertise.
- Colleagues and interdisciplinary teams understand your role.
- You comply with state licensing board regulations.

Incorrect or incomplete credentials can cause confusion or even legal issues, so it’s
important to be precise.

Common Occupational Therapy Credentials and
What They Mean

Before diving into how to write occupational therapy credentials, let’s clarify some of the



most common abbreviations you might encounter.

Educational Degrees

Occupational therapists typically hold one of the following degrees:

- **OTD** – Doctor of Occupational Therapy (the highest clinical degree)
- **MSOT** or **MOT** – Master of Science in Occupational Therapy or Master of
Occupational Therapy (common entry-level degrees)
- **BSOT** – Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy (less common now as entry-
level degree)

When listing credentials, the degree usually comes first after your name.

Licensure and Certification

- **OTR** – Occupational Therapist Registered, indicating you have passed the National
Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) exam.
- **COTA** – Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant.
- **NBCOT** – National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy, often referenced
in certification contexts but not typically included after your name.
- **State Licensure Abbreviations** – Some states have specific abbreviations or require
you to list your license number with your credentials.

Additional Specializations and Fellowships

- **FAOTA** – Fellow of the American Occupational Therapy Association, a prestigious
designation for leadership and contribution.
- **SCDCM** – Specialty Certification in Driving and Community Mobility.
- Other specialty certifications (e.g., **SCFES** for Feeding, Eating, and Swallowing,
**SCDCM**, etc.)

These can be added after the primary credentials to highlight expertise.

How to Write Occupational Therapy Credentials
Properly

Now that you’re familiar with the common credentials, here’s how to arrange and write
them correctly.



Order and Punctuation

There is a generally accepted order for placing credentials after your name:

Degrees (highest earned educational degree first, e.g., OTD, MSOT)1.

Licenses (e.g., OTR)2.

Certifications and Fellowships (e.g., FAOTA)3.

For example:

> Jane Smith, OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA

Notice the commas separating each credential. Also, some licenses include a slash L (for
licensed), such as OTR/L, indicating you are licensed to practice in your state.

Use of the Slash in Licensure

- The **/L** suffix (e.g., OTR/L) means you are both registered and licensed. This is
important because some states require you to be licensed, while NBCOT registration alone
isn’t sufficient.
- If you are only certified but not licensed, you would use OTR without the /L.

Always verify your state’s rules about listing licensure.

When to Include Your Credentials

You’ll want to use your occupational therapy credentials in various professional documents
and situations:

Resumes and cover letters: List your credentials right after your name at the top.

Email signatures: Use your full credentials to show professionalism.

Business cards and name badges: Include essential credentials that fit the space.

Professional publications or presentations: Credentials establish authority and
credibility.

Avoid overloading your credentials in casual settings; be context-appropriate.



Tips for Writing Occupational Therapy
Credentials Clearly

Sometimes, even when you know the correct credentials, formatting and clarity can be
tricky. Here are some practical tips.

Don’t Overcrowd Your Name

While it’s tempting to list every certification and fellowship, too many credentials can be
overwhelming and detract from readability. Prioritize the most relevant and recognized
credentials for your audience.

Be Consistent

Maintain consistent formatting across all professional materials. If you write “OTR/L” on
your business card, use the same on your LinkedIn profile and email signature.

Check for Updates and Regulations

Credentialing requirements and accepted abbreviations can change. Regularly check with
NBCOT, your state licensing board, and professional associations to ensure your
credentials are up-to-date and compliant.

Use Capitalization Correctly

Always capitalize your credentials (e.g., OTR, OTD). Lowercase or inconsistent
capitalization can look unprofessional.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Writing
Occupational Therapy Credentials

Even seasoned professionals sometimes make errors when listing their credentials.

Mixing Up Licensure and Certification

Remember, NBCOT certification (OTR) is required to become a registered occupational
therapist, but you also need state licensure to practice legally. Including OTR without /L



when you are licensed may be incorrect depending on the state.

Using Credentials in Your Job Title

Your job title (e.g., Occupational Therapist) is separate from your credentials. Don’t
confuse the two by writing something like “OTR Occupational Therapist” as if it’s a title.

Incorrect Order of Credentials

Placing credentials out of order (e.g., putting a fellowship before your degree) can confuse
readers and diminish professionalism.

Listing Non-Occupational Therapy Credentials Without
Context

If you have certifications unrelated to occupational therapy, consider whether they are
relevant before listing them with your occupational therapy credentials.

Examples of Properly Written Occupational
Therapy Credentials

To give you a clearer picture, here are some examples of how occupational therapy
credentials are typically written.

- John Doe, OTD, OTR/L
- Mary Johnson, MSOT, OTR
- Emily Nguyen, OTD, OTR/L, FAOTA
- Michael Smith, MOT, OTR/L, SCDCM

These formats clearly communicate the professional’s education level, licensure, and any
special honors or certifications.

How to Write Occupational Therapy Credentials
on Social Media and Online Profiles

In today’s digital world, your online presence is often the first impression you make.
Writing occupational therapy credentials correctly on LinkedIn, personal websites, or
professional directories is essential.



- On LinkedIn, place your credentials immediately after your name in the “Name” field.
- Use the “About” or “Summary” section to elaborate on your qualifications and
specialties.
- Avoid using too many acronyms without explanation; consider spelling out uncommon
certifications on your profile.

This approach helps recruiters and clients understand your expertise quickly.

---

Mastering how to write occupational therapy credentials is a small but impactful detail
that enhances your professional identity. By following the conventions outlined above and
staying informed about licensing and certification requirements, you can confidently
present your qualifications in any setting. Whether you’re crafting a resume, designing a
business card, or updating your LinkedIn profile, the right credentials tell your story and
open doors in the occupational therapy field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are occupational therapy credentials and why are
they important?
Occupational therapy credentials are professional designations that indicate an
individual's qualifications and licensure to practice occupational therapy. They are
important because they validate the therapist's expertise, ensure adherence to industry
standards, and build trust with clients and employers.

How should I list my occupational therapy credentials
after my name?
Occupational therapy credentials should be listed immediately after your name in the
order of highest to lowest qualification, without periods, and separated by commas or
spaces. For example: Jane Doe, OTD, OTR/L.

What does the credential 'OTR/L' stand for in
occupational therapy?
The credential 'OTR/L' stands for Occupational Therapist, Registered and Licensed. It
means the therapist is registered with the National Board for Certification in Occupational
Therapy (NBCOT) and holds a state license to practice.

Should I include my academic degree along with
occupational therapy credentials?
Yes, it is customary to include your highest academic degree before your occupational
therapy credentials. For example, a person with a Doctorate in Occupational Therapy



would write their name as Jane Doe, OTD, OTR/L.

Are there any guidelines for writing occupational
therapy credentials on professional documents?
Yes, credentials should be written clearly and consistently on all professional documents,
such as resumes, business cards, and email signatures. Avoid using periods in
abbreviations and list credentials in the correct order, typically degree first, then
certification and licensure.

Can I use occupational therapy credentials if I am a
student?
Students should not use professional credentials like OTR/L until they have met all
certification and licensing requirements. Instead, they may use designations like 'OTD
Candidate' or 'Occupational Therapy Student' to indicate their status.

Additional Resources
How to Write Occupational Therapy Credentials: A Professional Guide

how to write occupational therapy credentials is a crucial question for both practicing
therapists and students entering the field. Properly listing credentials not only reflects
one’s qualifications but also conveys professionalism and credibility in clinical, academic,
and professional settings. As occupational therapy continues to evolve, the variety of
certifications, licenses, and designations can be complex, making it essential to
understand the conventions and best practices for writing occupational therapy
credentials accurately.

In this article, we explore the nuances of credentialing in occupational therapy, analyze
the different types of credentials, and provide practical guidance on how to display them
clearly and effectively in professional communication.

Understanding Occupational Therapy Credentials

Credentials in occupational therapy serve as a shorthand for the qualifications, licensure,
and certifications a practitioner holds. They communicate expertise, scope of practice, and
adherence to professional standards. Occupational therapy credentials typically include
academic degrees, licensure status, certification credentials, and sometimes specialty
recognitions.

The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) and various state regulatory
boards set standards for credentialing, but the way individuals present their credentials
can vary slightly depending on context. For instance, how one writes credentials on a
business card may differ from a research publication or a clinical report.



Key Components of Occupational Therapy Credentials

Occupational therapy credentials generally include:

Academic Degrees: These indicate the level of education completed, such as a
Bachelor of Science (BS), Master of Science (MS), or Doctorate (OTD, PhD).

Licensure: The legal permission to practice occupational therapy in a specific state,
often abbreviated as “OTR” (Occupational Therapist, Registered).

Certification: National certification, such as the NBCOT (National Board for
Certification in Occupational Therapy), which grants the OTR credential.

Specialty Credentials or Additional Certifications: These might include
designations like CHT (Certified Hand Therapist), SCLV (Specialty Certification in
Low Vision), or ATP (Assistive Technology Practitioner).

How to Write Occupational Therapy Credentials:
Best Practices

When considering how to write occupational therapy credentials, clarity and accuracy are
paramount. The credentials should be presented in a way that immediately informs the
reader of the practitioner’s qualifications without causing confusion or appearing overly
cluttered.

Order of Credentials

Professional credential guidelines recommend listing credentials in a specific order:

Degrees: Academic degrees come first, as they denote the foundational educational1.
attainment.

Licensure: The OTR credential follows the degree to indicate that the individual is2.
licensed to practice.

Certifications and Specialties: Any additional certifications or specialty3.
credentials are listed last.

For example, a typical occupational therapist might write their credentials as:



Jane Doe, MS, OTR/L, CHT

Here, “MS” reflects the master’s degree, “OTR/L” indicates licensure as an occupational
therapist registered with a state license, and “CHT” signals a specialty certification as a
Certified Hand Therapist.

Use of Commas and Slashes

Careful punctuation enhances readability. Commonly, commas separate different
credentials, and slashes denote licensure status. For instance, “OTR/L” is standard
notation where “L” stands for “licensed.” Avoid overusing commas or including
unnecessary words that could clutter the presentation.

When to Include Credentials

Knowing when to display credentials is equally important. Occupational therapists should
include credentials:

On official documents like patient reports and evaluations.

In professional correspondence, such as emails or letters to colleagues.

On business cards or professional profiles.

When presenting at conferences or publishing research.

However, in informal or introductory settings, it might be more appropriate to use just the
name and title to avoid overwhelming the audience.

Common Occupational Therapy Credentials and
Their Meanings

Understanding the meaning behind the credentials helps in using them correctly. Below
are some of the most frequent credentials seen in occupational therapy.

Academic Degrees

BS/BA: Bachelor of Science or Arts – entry-level degree before graduate training.



MS/MOT: Master of Science or Master of Occupational Therapy – standard graduate
degree for entry-level clinicians.

OTD: Doctor of Occupational Therapy – clinical doctorate degree focusing on
advanced practice.

PhD: Doctor of Philosophy – research-focused doctoral degree.

Licensure and Registration

OTR: Occupational Therapist, Registered – signifies national certification by NBCOT.

OTR/L: Occupational Therapist, Registered/Licensed – indicates both national
certification and state licensure.

Specialty Certifications

Specialty certifications denote advanced expertise in specific practice areas:

CHT: Certified Hand Therapist

SCLV: Specialty Certification in Low Vision

ATP: Assistive Technology Practitioner

BCS-OT: Board Certified Specialist in Occupational Therapy

Common Mistakes in Writing Occupational
Therapy Credentials

Despite its apparent simplicity, improper use of credentials can lead to misunderstandings
or even ethical issues. Some common pitfalls include:

Misordering Credentials: Placing specialty certifications before degrees or mixing
licensure with unrelated designations.



Using Unrecognized Abbreviations: Using informal or incorrect abbreviations that
are not standard or recognized by regulatory bodies.

Omitting Licensure Information: Leaving out the “L” in “OTR/L” when required to
indicate licensure status.

Overloading Credentials: Listing excessive credentials that may confuse rather
than clarify qualifications.

Credentialing Across Different Settings

The way occupational therapy credentials are displayed may also vary depending on the
context:

Clinical Settings

In clinical documentation, full credentials are usually necessary to establish authority and
accountability. This includes degrees, licensure, and relevant certifications to clarify the
practitioner’s qualifications to patients, insurers, and regulatory bodies.

Academic and Research Environments

In academic publications, credentials may focus on degrees and research-related
certifications, such as PhD or OTD, to highlight scholarly expertise. Licensure might be
less emphasized unless relevant to the study.

Marketing and Public Profiles

On websites, social media, or professional networking platforms, a balance should be
struck between professionalism and readability. Overly long strings of credentials can
appear daunting; therefore, listing the most relevant credentials, like OTR/L and one or
two specialty certifications, is often advisable.

The Impact of Proper Credentialing on
Professional Identity

Correctly writing occupational therapy credentials is more than a formality—it shapes
professional identity and trustworthiness. For employers, colleagues, and clients, well-



presented credentials reflect commitment to standards and continuous learning.
Moreover, in an environment where interdisciplinary collaboration is common, clear
credentials help others understand the therapist’s scope and expertise.

Furthermore, as telehealth and digital communication expand, written credentials become
vital in establishing legitimacy remotely. Inaccurate or unclear credentialing can
undermine confidence and potentially affect reimbursement processes.

Final Thoughts on Writing Occupational Therapy
Credentials

Mastering how to write occupational therapy credentials is part of professional
development that underpins ethical practice and communication. By adhering to
established conventions—presenting degrees first, followed by licensure and certifications,
and avoiding errors—occupational therapists can ensure their qualifications are
communicated clearly and effectively across various platforms. As the profession grows
and diversifies, staying informed about credentialing norms remains essential for
maintaining professional integrity and recognition.

How To Write Occupational Therapy Credentials
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2017-08-30 Preparing for the Occupational Therapy Assistant Board Exam: 45 Days and Counting
provides a comprehensive overview for occupational therapy assistant students preparing to take
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active attention (Thoreau’s wide-awakeness), an act of consciousness, and a process by which people
can understand themselves, their work (particularly in the form of life projects), and others. Building
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managerial functions. Critical-thinking questions, real-life cases, and vignettes build the connections
between theory, evidence, and practice. New & Updated! Coverage of the leadership and
management content required by the 2018 ACOTE Standards for accredited OT and OTA programs
New Chapters! Occupational Therapist-Occupational Therapy Assistant Partnership: Supervision and
Collaboration and Surviving and Thriving in High-Demand Settings Expanded! Emphasis on the
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non-OT staff, including interprofessional teams, interprofessional collaborative practice and
interprofessional competencies
  how to write occupational therapy credentials: Occupational Therapy Alice J. Punwar,
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Nursing Assistants - E-Book Clare Kostelnick, 2023-06-15 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles®
2024 with Essential Purchase designation in Long Term Care**Gain the knowledge and skills you
need to provide safe, compassionate long-term care! Mosby's Textbook for Long-Term Care Nursing
Assistants, 9th Edition prepares you to succeed as a professional caregiver for residents in long-term
care settings. More than 100 step-by-step procedures include clear instructions for performing skills
such as bedmaking, measuring vital signs, and collecting specimens. Not only does the book cover
the functions and limitations of the nursing assistant's role, but its delegation guidelines outline the
information you need to collect from the nurse and care plan before performing and then
documenting a procedure. Written by Clare Kostelnick, an experienced nurse and instructor, this
text also helps you prepare for success on the Nursing Assistant certification exam. - Concise
long-term care content is presented at a 6th-grade reading level to make understanding easier for
readers of all levels and abilities. - More than 100 procedures are divided into pre-procedure,
procedure, and post-procedure sections for easier learning, and a NATCEP® icon indicates skills
that are covered in certification exams. - Color illustrations and photographs depict key ideas,
concepts, and procedure steps. - Featured boxes highlight principles of care with Teamwork and
Time Management, Quality of Life, Residents with Dementia, Time to Reflect, Promoting Safety and
Comfort, Focus on Rehabilitation, Focus on Communication, and Delegation Guidelines. - Procedure
icons in the headings identify content for which a related procedure is included. - Play icons in the
Procedure boxes alert you to related video clips on the Evolve website. - Key Terms and Key
Abbreviations at the beginning of each chapter introduce important words and commonly used
abbreviations, and a separate glossary for each is included at the end of the book. - Chapter Review
Questions help you evaluate your comprehension. - Review Question Answers are included at end of



the text to allow for self-evaluation. - NEW! Updated photographs and illustrations show the latest
equipment and supplies used in caring for long-term care residents. - NEW! Basic Emergency Care
chapter has new, vital information on controlling bleeding and the Stop the Bleed program, as well
as a description of equipment used in medical emergencies. - NEW! Preventing Infection chapter
includes updates on PPE and changes to procedures related to COVID-19. - NEW! Mental Health
Problems chapter adds information on dealing with individuals experiencing emotional pain and
suicide prevention, as well as expanded information on types of depression. - NEW! Nutrition
chapter adds new information on residents experiencing dysphagia, including current guidelines
from the International Dysphagia Diet Standardisation Initiative (IDDSI).
  how to write occupational therapy credentials: Maryland Register , 2008
  how to write occupational therapy credentials: Willard and Spackman's Occupational
Therapy Gillen, Glen, Catana Brown, 2023-07-13 A foundational book for use from the classroom to
fieldwork and throughout practice, Willard & Spackman’s Occupational Therapy, 14th Edition,
remains the must-have resource for the Occupational Therapy profession. This cornerstone of OT
and OTA education offers students a practical, comprehensive overview of the many theories and
facets of OT care, while its status as one of the top texts informing the NBCOT certification exam
makes it an essential volume for new practitioners. The updated 14th edition presents a more
realistic and inclusive focus of occupational therapy as a world-wide approach to enhancing
occupational performance, participation, and quality of life. It aims to help today’s students and
clinicians around the world focus on the pursuit of fair treatment, access, opportunity, and
advancement for all while striving to identify and eliminate barriers that prevent full participation.
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