american literature 1914 to 1945

American Literature 1914 to 1945: A Transformative Era of Voices and Visions

american literature 1914 to 1945 marks a pivotal period in the cultural and
literary history of the United States. This era, spanning from the outbreak
of World War I through the end of World War II, witnessed profound social
upheavals, technological advancements, and shifting perspectives that deeply
influenced American writers. The resulting body of work reflects a diverse
range of styles, themes, and voices that together shaped modern American
literature into a vibrant and multifaceted tapestry.

During these three decades, American writers grappled with the complexities
of identity, disillusionment, race, class, and the human condition in the
face of unprecedented change. From the experimental modernism of the 1920s to
the socially conscious realism of the 1930s and the introspective narratives
of wartime literature, this period offers a rich landscape for readers and
scholars alike. Let's explore the key movements, influential authors, and
hallmark works that define american literature 1914 to 1945.

The Modernist Movement: Breaking Traditions and
Embracing Innovation

One of the most defining characteristics of american literature 1914 to 1945
is the rise of modernism, a literary movement that challenged conventional
forms and sought new ways to represent reality. Modernism emerged as a
response to the chaos and fragmentation of the early 20th century, reflecting
the disillusionment many felt after World War I and the rapid
industrialization of society.

Characteristics of Modernist Literature

Modernist writers experimented with narrative techniques, breaking away from
linear storytelling to embrace stream of consciousness, unreliable narrators,
and fragmented structures. Themes often included alienation, existential
angst, the search for meaning, and critiques of materialism and conformity.
Symbolism and imagery were used extensively to convey complex emotions and
abstract ideas.

Key Figures and Works

- **T.S, Eliot**: Although primarily a poet, Eliot’s influence on american
literature 1914 to 1945 was profound. His poem “The Waste Land” (1922)



epitomizes modernist themes of despair and cultural decay.

- **F_ Scott Fitzgerald**: His masterpiece, “The Great Gatsby” (1925),
captured the opulence and moral ambiguity of the Jazz Age.

- **Ernest Hemingway**: Known for his concise, understated prose style,
Hemingway'’'s works like “The Sun Also Rises” (1926) and “A Farewell to Arms”
(1929) reflected the lost generation’s disillusionment.

- **William Faulkner**: With complex narrative structures and deep
psychological insight, Faulkner’s novels such as “The Sound and the Fury”
(1929) explored the American South’s social and racial tensions.

The Harlem Renaissance: A Flourishing of
African American Voices

Running alongside the broader modernist movement, the Harlem Renaissance was
a cultural and literary explosion centered in Harlem, New York. This vibrant
period, roughly spanning the 1920s into the early 1930s, brought African
American literature and art to the forefront, challenging racial stereotypes
and asserting black identity and pride.

Significance in American Literature 1914 to 1945

The Harlem Renaissance was more than just a literary movement; it was a
social and political awakening. Writers and artists used their work to
explore themes of racial injustice, heritage, and the African American
experience. Their contributions enriched american literature 1914 to 1945
with new perspectives and voices that had long been marginalized.

Notable Harlem Renaissance Authors

- **Langston Hughes**: A prolific poet and social commentator, Hughes’s works
celebrated black culture and resilience.

- **Zora Neale Hurston**: Her novel “Their Eyes Were Watching God” (1937)
remains a cornerstone of African American literature for its portrayal of
black womanhood.

- **Claude McKay**: His poetry, including the sonnet “If We Must Die,”
advocated for dignity and resistance against oppression.

- **Countee Cullen**: Known for his traditional poetic form combined with
themes of racial pride and struggle.

Social Realism and the Great Depression:



Literature as a Mirror of Hardship

The economic devastation of the Great Depression in the 1930s had a profound
impact on american literature 1914 to 1945. Writers turned their attention to
the struggles of ordinary people, using their craft to expose social
inequities and advocate for change. This era saw the rise of social realism,
a movement committed to portraying life accurately and often sympathetically.

Themes and Styles of Social Realism

Social realist literature focused on poverty, labor issues, migration, and
the hardships faced by farmers, workers, and the unemployed. Unlike the
experimental modernists, many social realists preferred straightforward
narratives and accessible language to reach a wider audience and promote
social awareness.

Influential Authors and Works

- **John Steinbeck**: Perhaps the most iconic figure of this period,
Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath” (1939) powerfully depicted the plight of
Dust Bowl migrants and the failures of the American Dream.

- **Richard Wright**: With works like “Native Son” (1940), Wright explored
racial oppression and systemic injustice in urban America.

- **James T. Farrell**: His “Studs Lonigan” trilogy provided a gritty look at
working-class life in Chicago.

- **Molly and J. P. Marquand**: Their writings often reflected middle-class
anxieties and social dynamics of the era.

The Impact of World War II on American
Literature

As the world plunged into another devastating conflict, american literature
1914 to 1945 entered a new phase marked by introspection, trauma, and global
awareness. The events of World War II not only influenced the content of
literary works but also the way authors approached storytelling.

Wartime Themes and Narratives

Writers grappled with themes of heroism, loss, identity, and the moral
complexities of war. Many veterans became authors, offering firsthand
accounts and reflective narratives that humanized the battlefield experience.



There was also a growing sense of global interconnectedness and concern for
humanity’s future.

Noteworthy Writers and Contributions

- **Kurt Vonnegut**: Although his most famous works came later, Vonnegut'’s
wartime experiences as a prisoner of war during the Battle of the Bulge
deeply influenced his early writing.

- **Norman Mailer**: His debut novel, “The Naked and the Dead” (1948), based
on his WWII experiences, was one of the first to candidly portray the
psychological impact of combat.

- **Richard Wright**: Continuing his exploration of racial issues, Wright
also addressed the experiences of African American soldiers during the war.
- **Anne Frank (though not American, her diary was influential in American
literary circles during this time)**: The publication of her diary brought
the realities of the Holocaust to American audiences and shaped postwar
literature.

Key Characteristics and Legacy of American
Literature 1914 to 1945

The literary output from 1914 to 1945 cannot be confined to a single style or
theme, but several key characteristics stand out:

- **Diversity of Voices**: From the Harlem Renaissance to working-class
narratives and immigrant stories, this era broadened the American literary
canon.

- **Experimentation and Tradition**: Modernist experimentation coexisted with
social realist commitments to clarity and accessibility.

- **Engagement with Social Issues**: Race, class, gender, war, and economic
hardship were central concerns, making literature a tool for reflection and
social critique.

- **gvolution of Narrative Techniques**: The period saw innovations in stream
of consciousness, nonlinear storytelling, and psychological depth.

For students, readers, and writers exploring american literature 1914 to
1945, it'’s essential to appreciate how historical context shaped literary
themes and forms. Understanding these works offers valuable insights into
American identity and cultural evolution during some of the nation’s most
challenging decades.

This period also serves as a reminder of the power of literature to capture
the human experience in all its complexity—whether through the fragmented
voices of modernists, the proud assertions of Harlem Renaissance poets, or
the stark realism of Depression-era novels. Each piece contributes to a
vibrant mosaic that continues to influence contemporary American writing and



thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining characteristics of American
literature from 1914 to 194572

American literature from 1914 to 1945 is characterized by modernist
experimentation, a focus on individualism, disillusionment following World
War I, the Harlem Renaissance, and reflections on social issues such as the
Great Depression and race relations.

Who are some key American authors from 1914 to 19457

Key American authors from this period include F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest
Hemingway, William Faulkner, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, John
Steinbeck, and T.S. Eliot.

How did World War I influence American literature
between 1914 and 19457

World War I led to themes of disillusionment, questioning of traditional
values, and experimentation with narrative forms. Authors like Ernest
Hemingway and T.S. Eliot portrayed the fractured postwar psyche and the loss
of innocence.

What was the Harlem Renaissance and how did it
impact American literature during this period?

The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural and literary movement during the 1920s
centered in Harlem, New York, celebrating African American culture and

identity. It produced influential writers such as Langston Hughes and Zora
Neale Hurston, who explored themes of racial pride and social justice.

How did the Great Depression influence American
literature from 1914 to 19457

The Great Depression inspired socially conscious literature focusing on
economic hardship, poverty, and injustice. Writers like John Steinbeck

depicted the struggles of ordinary Americans, emphasizing themes of survival
and resilience.

What role did modernism play in American literature



between 1914 and 19457

Modernism introduced experimental narrative techniques, fragmented
structures, stream of consciousness, and a departure from traditional
storytelling. Writers such as Faulkner, Hemingway, and Eliot embraced
modernist ideals to reflect the complexities of modern life.

Which literary works from 1914 to 1945 are
considered classics of American literature?

Some classics include F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby," Ernest

Hemingway's "The Sun Also Rises," William Faulkner's "The Sound and the
Fury," John Steinbeck's "The Grapes of Wrath," and Zora Neale Hurston's
"Their Eyes Were Watching God."

How did race and identity feature in American
literature from 1914 to 19457

Race and identity were central themes, especially during the Harlem
Renaissance, with African American writers exploring cultural heritage,
racial discrimination, and the quest for equality. These themes also appeared
in broader American literature addressing social inequalities.

What impact did female authors have on American
literature between 1914 and 19457

Female authors like Zora Neale Hurston, Edith Wharton, and Willa Cather
contributed significantly by exploring themes of gender, identity, and social
roles. They challenged traditional gender norms and expanded the scope of
American literature.

How did literary magazines and journals contribute
to American literature during 1914 to 19457

Literary magazines and journals such as "The Dial," "The Little Review," and
"Opportunity" played crucial roles in promoting modernist literature,
providing platforms for emerging writers, and fostering movements like the
Harlem Renaissance.

Additional Resources

American Literature 1914 to 1945: A Transformative Era of Innovation and
Reflection

american literature 1914 to 1945 represents a critical period marked by
profound transformations in style, themes, and cultural concerns. This era,
framed by the upheavals of World War I, the Roaring Twenties, the Great



Depression, and World War II, witnessed American writers grappling with
rapidly changing social and political landscapes. The literature of this
period reflects not only a quest for new artistic expressions but also a deep
interrogation of identity, modernity, and the American experience itself.

The Contextual Backdrop of American Literature
1914 to 1945

The historical events between 1914 and 1945 shaped the thematic and stylistic
evolution of American literature in significant ways. The trauma of World War
I shattered long-standing assumptions of progress and certainty, prompting
authors to explore disillusionment and existential uncertainty. Similarly,
the economic boom of the 1920s gave way to the devastating Great Depression,
influencing writers to examine issues of poverty, social justice, and human
resilience. Finally, World War II reignited questions about patriotism,
morality, and the global order. This period’'s literature, therefore, is
inseparable from its historical milieu.

Modernism and Experimental Techniques

One of the defining features of american literature 1914 to 1945 is the rise
of Modernism—a literary movement characterized by a break from traditional
narrative structures and an embrace of experimental forms. Modernist writers
sought to capture the fragmented reality of the modern world through stream-
of-consciousness narration, unreliable narrators, and nonlinear timelines.

Prominent figures such as T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and Gertrude Stein
introduced innovative poetic forms and linguistic experimentation,
challenging readers to engage actively with texts. In fiction, authors like
William Faulkner and Ernest Hemingway developed distinctive styles that
emphasized psychological depth and minimalist prose, respectively. Faulkner’s
complex narrative structures in works like *The Sound and the Fury* exemplify
the modernist fascination with time and consciousness, while Hemingway'’s
terse, economical sentences in *The Sun Also Rises* reflect a new aesthetic
of restraint and understatement.

Harlem Renaissance: A Cultural and Literary
Awakening

The Harlem Renaissance stands out as a pivotal sub-movement within this era
of american literature 1914 to 1945. Centered in New York City’s Harlem
neighborhood during the 1920s and early 1930s, this cultural blossoming
celebrated African American identity and creativity. Figures such as Langston
Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Claude McKay challenged racial stereotypes



and articulated the complexities of Black life in America.

This literary renaissance was not only a means of artistic expression but
also a form of social activism. Writers used poetry, fiction, and essays to
confront segregation, racism, and inequality. The Harlem Renaissance’s
influence extended beyond its time, laying the groundwork for later civil
rights literature and shaping American cultural consciousness.

Thematic Currents in American Literature 1914
to 1945

The period’s literature is marked by recurring themes that capture the
anxieties and aspirations of an evolving society.

Disillusionment and Alienation

Disillusionment permeates much of the literature produced during and after
World War I. The idealism that had once characterized American society was
replaced by skepticism and a sense of fragmentation. This is evident in the
works of the so-called “Lost Generation” writers like F. Scott Fitzgerald and
Ernest Hemingway. Fitzgerald’s *The Great Gatsby* offers a sharp critique of
the American Dream’s hollowness amid material excess, while Hemingway’s war-
influenced narratives depict protagonists struggling with emotional
detachment and 1loss.

Social Realism and the Great Depression

The economic hardships of the 1930s inspired a wave of socially conscious
literature that sought to portray the struggles of ordinary Americans. This
trend, often categorized under social realism, emphasized authenticity and
political engagement. John Steinbeck’s *The Grapes of Wrath* is emblematic,
chronicling the plight of displaced farmers during the Dust Bowl and
highlighting systemic inequities.

Social realism often employed straightforward language and accessible
storytelling to reach a broad audience, making literature a tool for empathy

and reform. These works reflected an urgent desire to address economic
injustice and advocate for social change.

Exploration of Identity and Race

Issues of race, ethnicity, and identity gained prominence in american



literature 1914 to 1945, as marginalized voices sought to assert their
narratives in a predominantly white literary landscape. Beyond the Harlem
Renaissance, writers like Richard Wright and Nella Larsen explored the
complexities of Black identity and the intersectionality of race and class.

Larsen’s novel *Passing* examines the psychological and social tensions of
racial “passing” in segregated America, while Wright’s *Native Son* confronts
systemic racism’s brutal realities. These works complicate simplistic notions
of American identity and highlight literature’s role in social critique.

Notable Authors and Their Contributions

The era’s literary landscape was shaped by a diverse group of writers, each
contributing unique perspectives and innovations.

e Ernest Hemingway: Known for his economical prose and themes of stoicism,
Hemingway'’'s influence is central to modern American fiction.

e William Faulkner: His complex narrative structures and exploration of
the Southern psyche revolutionized American storytelling.

e F. Scott Fitzgerald: Capturing the Jazz Age’s spirit and its
discontents, Fitzgerald remains synonymous with the critique of American
materialism.

e Langston Hughes: A leading voice of the Harlem Renaissance, Hughes
blended vernacular speech with jazz rhythms to celebrate Black culture.

e John Steinbeck: His socially engaged narratives humanized the struggles
of the working class during the Depression.

e Zora Neale Hurston: Through folklore and anthropological insight,
Hurston enriched African American literature with authentic cultural
representation.

Innovative Styles and Literary Techniques

The experimentation characteristic of american literature 1914 to 1945
extended across genres. Poetry saw the rise of imagism and free verse,
breaking free from rigid meter and rhyme schemes. The short story form
flourished with writers like Sherwood Anderson and Dorothy Parker employing
irony and psychological insight.

In drama, Eugene 0’Neill introduced expressionistic elements and tackled



existential themes, influencing the trajectory of American theater. This
period’s literary innovation was not merely aesthetic but also a response to
the complexities of modern life, seeking new ways to represent fragmented
realities and shifting consciousness.

Comparative Perspectives and Legacy

When compared to earlier American literature, which often emphasized
romanticism and manifest destiny, the works from 1914 to 1945 reveal a turn
toward introspection, social critique, and formal experimentation. Unlike the
19th century’s focus on nature and individualism, this period’s literature
grapples with urbanization, industrialization, and mass culture.

Internationally, American writers were both influenced by and contributors to
global modernist movements. The cross-pollination of ideas with European
contemporaries enriched the artistic dialogue and positioned American
literature as a vital force on the world stage.

The legacy of american literature 1914 to 1945 is visible in the subsequent
generations of writers who inherited its formal innovations and thematic
concerns. Issues of identity, disillusionment, and social justice remain
central to American letters, underscoring the enduring relevance of this
transformative era.

Examining american literature 1914 to 1945 reveals a vibrant tapestry of
artistic experimentation and cultural reflection. The period’s writers not
only responded to the tumult of their times but also fundamentally reshaped
the literary landscape, setting the stage for the diverse voices and styles
that would define the mid-20th century and beyond.
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earliest colonial writings of the late 1500s through to the present day. This lively, engaging and
highly accessible guide: offers lucid discussions of all major influences and movements such as
Puritanism, Transcendentalism, Realism, Naturalism, Modernism and Postmodernism draws on the
historical, cultural, and political contexts of key literary texts and authors covers the whole range of
American literature: prose, poetry, theatre and experimental literature includes substantial sections
on native and ethnic American literatures explains and contextualises major events, terms and
figures in American history. This book is essential reading for anyone seeking to situate their
reading of American Literature in the appropriate religious, cultural, and political contexts.

american literature 1914 to 1945: The Modern American Novel, 1914-1945 Linda
Wagner-Martin, 1990 A critical study of American fiction in the first half of the twentieth century.

american literature 1914 to 1945: American Literature and Culture, 1900 - 1960 Gail
McDonald, 2008-04-15 This introduction to American literature and culture from 1900 to 1960 is
organized around four major ideas about America: that is it “big”, “new”, “rich”, and “free”.
[llustrates the artistic and social climate in the USA during this period. Juxtaposes discussion of
history, popular culture, literature and other art forms in ways that foster discussion, questioning,
and continued study. An appendix lists relevant primary and secondary works, including websites.
An ideal supplement to primary texts taught in American literature courses.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Zweifelfischs Hirn. Materialien I Joerg K.
Sommermeyer, 2024-05-08 Erster von sieben Banden (Materialien I bis Materialien VII), circa
finftausend Seiten: Ideen, Urspringe, Quellen, Zitate, Paraphrasen, Bearbeitungen, Reflexionen.
Prosa, Lyrik, Essays, Biographisches, Religion, Blasphemie, Philosophie, Ideologie, Anschauung,
Kommunismus, Kapitalismus, Futurismus, Dadaismus, Ismen aller Art, Erotik, Liebe, Sexualitat,
Pornographie, Musik, Lieder, Songs, Stich- und Schlagworter, Oberflache, Tiefe, Ab- und Umwege,
Notizen, Listen, Sudeleien et cetera, deren Verfasser: »Autor, Erzahler, Berichter, (innere)
Schrei(b)er, Automat, Buntschriftsteller, Schwarmer, Enthusiast, Thaumaturg, (m)ein
Binnenschilderer, der An(n)al(i/y)st, (m)ein Analytiker, das beobachtende Ich, der Leser, die
Reflektorfigur, der Metaphrast, Tran(s)s(c/k)riptor, Transliterat, Prosopograph, Epitomator,
Zwiebelfischer (FBI ewer zilches), sie sind alle ich, auch ich, nur ich.« (samt und sonders deskriptiv
bekennend programmatisch unten auf S. 584 erwahnt). - Universum, enzyklopadische Werkstatt,
Sammelsurium, Chaos, Entropie?

american literature 1914 to 1945: American Literature in Transition, 1910-1920 Mark
W. Van Wienen, 2017-12-28 American Literature in Transition, 1910-1920 offers provocative new
readings of authors whose innovations are recognized as inaugurating Modernism in US letters,
including Robert Frost, Willa Cather, T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, Gertrude Stein, H. D., and Marianne
Moore. Gathering the voices of both new and established scholars, the volume also reflects the
diversity and contradictions of US literature of the 1910s. 'Literature' itself is construed variously,
leading to explorations of jazz, the movies, and political writing as well as little magazines, lantern
slides, and sports reportage. One section of thematic essays cuts across genre boundaries. Another
section oriented to formats drills deeply into the workings of specific media, genres, or forms.
Essays on institutions conclude the collection, although a critical mass of contributors throughout
explore long-term literary and cultural trends - where political repression, race prejudice, war, and
counterrevolution are no less prominent than experimentation, progress, and egalitarianism.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Modern and Contemporary American Literature Maria
Magdalena GARCIA LORENZO, Ana Isabel ZAMORANO RUEDA, 2013-02-06 Dirigido a estudiantes
de la UNED para la asignatura Literatura Norteamericana y Contemporanea del grado Estudios
Ingleses: Lengua, Literatura y Cultura. Ofrece un recorrido por la vida de los autores, las
preocupaciones del siglo XX en la literatura americana y presta principal atencién al modernismo y
al posmodernismo como grandes momentos culturales.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys
American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of



American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful
and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of
American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary
movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political
contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native
American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material
provides indispensable information for student research.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Richard Wright Keneth Kinnamon, 2014-11-04
African-American writer Richard Wright (1908-1960) was celebrated during the early 1940s for his
searing autobiography (Black Boy) and fiction (Native Son). By 1947 he felt so unwelcome in his
homeland that he exiled himself and his family in Paris. But his writings changed American culture
forever, and today they are mainstays of literature and composition classes. He and his works are
also the subjects of numerous critical essays and commentaries by contemporary writers. This
volume presents a comprehensive annotated bibliography of those essays, books, and articles from
1983 through 2003. Arranged alphabetically by author within years are some 8,320 entries ranging
from unpublished dissertations to book-length studies of African American literature and literary
criticism. Also included as an appendix are addenda to the author's earlier bibliography covering the
years from 1934 through 1982. This is the exhaustive reference for serious students of Richard
Wright and his critics.

american literature 1914 to 1945: British Modernist Fiction, 1920 to 1945 Harold Bloom,
1986 Collects essays on the fiction of the principal British novelists from the period between the two
world wars, with discussions on such authors as James Joyce, D. H. Lawrence, Virginia Woolf,
Wyndham Lewis, and Evelyn Waugh. Bibliog.

american literature 1914 to 1945: The Norton Anthology of American Literature Nina Baym,
2007 A survey of American literature from 1914 to 1945, featuring excerpted and complete works
from such authors as Edgar Lee Masters, Amy Lowell, Robert Frost, Edna St. Vincent Millay,
Countee Cullen, and many others, and including writings on World War I and its aftermath.

american literature 1914 to 1945: A Companion to American Literary Studies Caroline F.
Levander, Robert S. Levine, 2015-08-17 A Companion to American Literary Studies addresses the
most provocative questions, subjects, and issues animating the field. Essays provide readers with the
knowledge and conceptual tools for understanding American literary studies as it is practiced today,
and chart new directions for the future of the subject. Offers up-to-date accounts of major new
critical approaches to American literary studies Presents state-of-the-art essays on a full range of
topics central to the field Essays explore critical and institutional genealogies of the field,
increasingly diverse conceptions of American literary study, and unprecedented material changes
such as the digital revolution A unique anthology in the field, and an essential resource for libraries,
faculty, graduate students, and advanced undergraduates

american literature 1914 to 1945: The Modernist Hyacinth Catherine Tampaki, 2017-04-09
This book sheds light on a conscious group of artists known as Modernists in literature and Cubists
in painting, who lent their pens and souls to a common effort of getting their universal race out of
the lethargy imposed by the standards of modernity. T. S. Eliot and Georges Braque conspire in the
weaving of a tapestry of artistic fragments, which emerge unexpectedly in the barren ground of The
Waste Land and the broken surface of Guitar and Glass, as cornerstones of revolutionary ideology.

american literature 1914 to 1945: The Great War and the Death of God Charles A. O'Connor,
2014-04-07 A compelling analysis of how World War I spurred the rise of atheism and the
subsequent effect on Western theology, philosophy, literature, and art. The catastrophic Great War



left humanity in a world no longer trustworthy and reassuring but seemingly meaningless and
indifferent. Instead of redressing humanity’s cosmic alienation, postwar Western culture abandoned
its concern for cosmic meaning, lost its confidence in human reason, and enabled the scientific
worldview of neo-Darwinian materialism to emerge and eventually dominate the Western mind.
According to the proponents of that worldview, science is the only source of genuine truth, nature is
the product of a blind evolutionary process, and reality at bottom is just physics and chemistry.
Thus, God is dead and continued belief in a transcendently purposeful universe is intellectually
indefensible and either disingenuous or delusional. By turning away from the eternal questions
about the nature of reality, Western culture effectively ceded unwarranted credibility and
prominence to neo-Darwinian materialism, including its recently strident New Atheism. “O’Connor
revisits the 20th century’s journey from Nietzsche’s declaration of the ‘death of God’ to the rise of
materialism as the dominant worldview of western intelligentsia. We live in a world that has largely
expelled both mind and meaning from the citadels of serious intellectual pursuit, and O’Connor’s
book is a fascinating and scholarly expedition into the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of that troubling
development.” —Carter Phipps, author of Evolutionaries “I found this topic to be top-rate. The book
is well researched and conceived, nicely narrated and analyzed, and an original body of inquiry into
a challenging, fascinating intellectual tradition.” —Ronald M. Johnson, Professor Emeritus of
American History, Georgetown University

american literature 1914 to 1945: The Oxford Handbook of Emily Dickinson Cristanne Miller,
Karen Sanchez-Eppler, 2022-04-11 The Oxford Handbook of Emily Dickinson is designed to engage,
inform, interest, and delight students and scholars of Emily Dickinson, of nineteenth-century US
literature and cultural studies, of American poetry, and of the lyric. It also establishes potential
agendas for future work in the field of Dickinson studies. This is the first collection on Dickinson to
foreground the material and social culture of her time while opening new windows to interpretive
possibility in ours. The volume strives to balance Dickinson's own center of gravity in the material
culture and historical context of nineteenth-century Amherst with the significance of important
critical conversations of our present, thus understanding her poetry with the broadest Latitude of
Home--as she puts it in her poem Forever-is composed of Nows. Debates about the lyric, about
Dickinson's manuscripts and practices of composition, about the viability of translation across
language, media, and culture, and about the politics of class, gender, place, and race circulate
through this volume. These debates matter to our moment but also to our understanding of hers.
Although rooted in the evolving history of Dickinson criticism, the chapters foreground truly new
original research and a wide range of innovative critical methodologies, including artistic responses
to her poetry by musicians, visual artists, and other poets. The suppleness and daring of Dickinson's
thought and uses of language remain open to new possibilities and meanings, even while they are
grounded in contexts from over 150 years ago, and this collection expresses and celebrates the
breadth of her accomplishments and relevance.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Common Worlds Carl A. Maida, 2018-11-23 Common
Worlds: Paths Toward Sustainable Urbanism explores expert and lay approaches to sustainable
urbanism, focusing on the politics and civic aesthetics of space and place; project-based learning
and it consequences for the life chances of youth; and the prospect of intergenerational civic
engagement. Extended case studies of sustainable urbanism describe areas undergoing
demographic and socioeconomic change over the two decades since the end of the Cold War. The
case studies, based upon participatory action research, are framed through the lens of
transformational anthropology, which focuses on the structural factors and power relationships that
contribute to social and economic disparities within a population. This approach is based upon
principles of personal and group transformation, and it holds researchers responsible for
collaborating with communities and groups in co-constructing research, thereby enhancing the
constituents’ ability to carry out subsequent transformational change studies rooted in and shaped
by the local community. Each case also focuses on a movement in support of aesthetic improvement,
including preservation, conservation, and restoration efforts on behalf of parkland, open space,



agricultural land, and marine wetlands in the face of external threats to their sustainability.

american literature 1914 to 1945: America the Philosophical Carlin Romano, 2012-05-22 A
bold, insightful book that rejects the myth of America the Unphilosophical, arguing that America
today towers as the most philosophical culture in the history of the world, an unprecedented
marketplace of truth and argument that far surpasses ancient Greece or any other place one can
name. With verve and keen intelligence, Carlin Romano—Pulitzer Prize finalist, award-winning book
critic, and professor of philosophy—takes on the widely held belief that ours is an anti-intellectual
society. Instead, while providing a richly reported overview of American thought, Romano argues
that ordinary Americans see through phony philosophical justifications faster than anyone else, and
that the best of our thinkers abandon artificial academic debates for fresh intellectual enterprises,
such as cyberphilosophy. Along the way, Romano seeks to topple philosophy’s most fiercely admired
hero, Socrates, asserting that it is Isocrates, the nearly forgotten Greek philosopher who rejected
certainty, whom Americans should honor as their intellectual ancestor. America the Philosophical
introduces readers to a nation whose existence most still doubt: a dynamic, deeply stimulating
network of people and places drawn together by shared excitement about ideas. From the annual
conference of the American Philosophical Association, where scholars tack wiseguy notes addressed
to Spinoza on a public bulletin board, to the eruption of philosophy blogs where participants discuss
everything from pedagogy to the philosophy of science to the nature of agency and free will, Romano
reveals a world where public debate and intellectual engagement never stop. And readers meet the
men and women whose ideas have helped shape American life over the previous few centuries, from
well-known historical figures like William James and Ralph Waldo Emerson, to modern cultural
critics who deserve to be seen as thinkers (Kenneth Burke, Edward Said), to the iconoclastic African
American, women, Native American, and gay mavericks (Cornel West, Susan Sontag, Anne Waters,
Richard Mohr) who have broadened the boundaries of American philosophy. Smart and provocative,
America the Philosophical is a rebellious tour de force that both celebrates our country’s
unparalleled intellectual energy and promises to bury some of our most hidebound cultural clichés.

american literature 1914 to 1945: What America Read Gordon Hutner, 2009-11-05 Despite
the vigorous study of modern American fiction, today's readers are only familiar with a partial shelf
of a vast library. Gordon Hutner describes the distorted, canonized history of the twentieth-century
American novel as a record of modern classics insufficiently appreciated in their day but
recuperated by scholars in order to shape the grand tradition of Hemingway, Fitzgerald, and
Faulkner. In presenting literary history this way, Hutner argues, scholars have forgotten a rich
treasury of realist novels that recount the story of the American middle-class's confrontation with
modernity. Reading these novels now offers an extraordinary opportunity to witness debates about
what kind of nation America would become and what place its newly dominant middle class would
have--and, Hutner suggests, should also lead us to wonder how our own contemporary novels will be
remembered.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Research Guide to American Literature Benjamin Franklin,
2010 Presents American literature from the beginnings to the Revolutionary War, including essays,
narratives and more.

american literature 1914 to 1945: Looking Back at the Jazz Age Nancy von Rosk, 2016-09-23
From Britain’s Downton Abbey and Dancing on the Edge to Woody Allen’s Midnight in Paris and Baz
Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby, the Jazz Age’s presence in recent popular culture has been striking
and pervasive. This volume not only deepens the reader’s knowledge of this iconic period, but also
provides a better understanding of its persistent presence “in our time.” Situating well-known Jazz
Age writers such as Langston Hughes in new contexts while revealing the contributions of
lesser-known figures such as Fannie Hurst, Looking Back at the Jazz Age brings together an
international and interdisciplinary group of scholars who draw on a wide range of academic fields
and critical methods: New Historicism, biography, philosophy, queer theory, psychoanalytical
theory, geography, music theory, film studies, and urban studies. The volume includes provocative
new readings of the flapper, an intricate examination of the intersections between literature and




music, as well as some reflections on the twenty first century’s preoccupation with the Jazz Age.
Building on recent scholarship and suggesting avenues for further research, this collection will be of
interest to scholars and students in American literature, American history, American studies,
cultural studies, and film studies.
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