ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries

Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael Mysteries: A Timeless Journey into Medieval Mystery

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries have long captivated readers with their unique blend of
historical authenticity, intriguing puzzles, and vivid storytelling. This beloved series, penned by Edith
Pargeter under the pseudonym Ellis Peters, transports readers back to 12th-century England, weaving
together the rich tapestry of medieval life with the timeless allure of detective fiction. If you're a fan
of historical mysteries or simply looking for a compelling series that offers both suspense and a
window into the past, the Brother Cadfael mysteries are an absolute treasure.

The Origins and Appeal of Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael
Mysteries

Ellis Peters introduced readers to Brother Cadfael in 1977 with the novel *A Morbid Taste for Bones*.
From the start, the series stood apart from other detective stories by placing its hero—a Benedictine
monk—in an era often overlooked by mystery writers. Set against the backdrop of the Anarchy, a
brutal civil war in England, these mysteries combine meticulous historical research with engaging
plots that challenge readers to solve crimes alongside the insightful monk.

What makes the Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael mysteries particularly appealing is the protagonist
himself. Brother Cadfael is not your average detective; he is a former Crusader turned herbalist and
healer, whose worldly experience and compassionate nature guide his investigations. His deep
knowledge of herbs, medieval medicine, and human nature lends a unique flavor to the stories,
making them as much about people and society as about solving crimes.

Historical Context: The Anarchy and Medieval England

Understanding the setting of the Brother Cadfael series enriches the reading experience immensely.
The 12th century was a time of political turmoil, with King Stephen and Empress Maud vying for the
throne of England. This chaotic period, known as the Anarchy, forms the backdrop of many mysteries,
influencing characters’ motives and the social dynamics within the stories.

Ellis Peters’ careful attention to historical detail brings the medieval world to life—from the daily
routines of monks in Shrewsbury Abbey to the customs and challenges of feudal society. Readers gain
insight into medieval law, medicine, and even cuisine, all seamlessly woven into the narrative. This
historical realism is a significant reason why these mysteries remain popular among fans of both
historical fiction and detective stories.

Brother Cadfael: The Unconventional Medieval



Detective

Brother Cadfael is a character who defies simple categorization. Unlike modern detectives who rely on
forensic science or technology, Cadfael’s tools are observation, intuition, and a profound
understanding of human behavior and nature. His background as a soldier and a traveler gives him an
open-minded perspective rare among his monastic peers.

Herbal Knowledge as a Key to Solving Mysteries

One of the most distinctive features of the Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael mysteries is how herbal lore
plays a crucial role in investigations. Cadfael’s expertise in herbs not only aids in healing but often
helps uncover clues or understand motives. For instance, the identification of a rare plant or poison
can turn the tide in a complex case, adding an educational layer to the narrative.

A Compassionate and Moral Investigator

Rather than a cold, detached sleuth, Brother Cadfael approaches each mystery with empathy and a
deep sense of justice. He often grapples with moral dilemmas, balancing the harsh realities of
medieval law with his own ethical compass. This human element makes the mysteries resonate on a
profound level, showing that the pursuit of truth is rarely straightforward.

Books in the Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael Series

The series consists of 20 novels, each a self-contained mystery but also part of a larger narrative arc
that develops Cadfael’s character and relationships. The books follow a roughly chronological order,
starting with *A Morbid Taste for Bones* and concluding with *Brother Cadfael’s Penance*.

Notable Titles and Their Significance

¢ A Morbid Taste for Bones (1977) - The introduction to Cadfael and his world, centered
around the search for the bones of a Welsh saint.

* The Sanctuary Sparrow (1977) - A story involving sanctuary laws and a mysterious foundling
child.

* The Devil’s Novice (1983) - Explores themes of religious devotion, power, and sibling rivalry
within the abbey.

e The Pilgrim of Hate (1984) - A tense tale set during a turbulent pilgrimage.

e The Hermit of Eyton Forest (1994) - One of the later novels, showcasing mature Cadfael and



complex political intrigue.

Each book offers a rich combination of mystery, history, and character development, making the
series a compelling read for anyone interested in medieval England or classic detective fiction.

Why Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael Mysteries Stand Out
in the Mystery Genre

While historical mysteries are a popular subgenre, the Brother Cadfael series remains a standout for
several reasons. Ellis Peters’ writing style is accessible yet evocative, creating an immersive
atmosphere without overwhelming readers with historical jargon. The pacing balances suspense with
moments of reflection, allowing readers to savor the setting and character interactions.

The series also influenced later historical mystery writers, setting a high standard for blending
accurate historical detail with compelling narratives. Cadfael’s character has inspired adaptations,
including a well-received television series starring Derek Jacobi, further cementing the stories’ place
in popular culture.

Tips for New Readers

If you're new to the Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael mysteries, here are a few tips to enhance your
experience:

1. Start with the first book: While each novel can stand alone, beginning with *A Morbid Taste
for Bones* helps you understand Cadfael’s background and the historical context.

2. Take your time: These books are as much about atmosphere and character as plot, so savor
the details and historical nuances.

3. Explore supplementary materials: There are companion guides and historical essays
available that deepen your understanding of the medieval setting and themes.

4. Watch adaptations after reading: The TV series captures the spirit of the books but differs
in some plot elements, so reading first preserves the surprise and depth.

The Enduring Legacy of Brother Cadfael

Decades after their initial publication, the Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael mysteries continue to attract
readers worldwide. The series’ ability to transport audiences back to a turbulent yet fascinating time
in history, while presenting timeless human stories of justice, compassion, and intellect, ensures its



place in the hearts of mystery lovers.

Whether you're drawn by the medieval setting, the clever puzzles, or the warm, insightful character of
Brother Cadfael himself, these books offer an enriching literary journey. They remind us that
mysteries are not just about uncovering facts but about understanding the complexities of human
nature across time.

Exploring the world of Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael mysteries is more than a reading experience—it's a
voyage into the past with a guide whose wisdom and kindness still resonate today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ellis Peters, the author of the Brother Cadfael
mysteries?

Ellis Peters is the pen name of Edith Pargeter, a British author known for her historical mystery novels,
particularly the Brother Cadfael series.

What is the setting of the Brother Cadfael mysteries?

The Brother Cadfael mysteries are set in 12th-century England during the period known as The
Anarchy, a civil war between King Stephen and Empress Maud.

Who is Brother Cadfael in the Ellis Peters mysteries?

Brother Cadfael is a Benedictine monk and herbalist at Shrewsbury Abbey who solves various
mysteries and murders using his knowledge of herbs and keen observation.

How many books are there in the Brother Cadfael series by
Ellis Peters?

There are 20 novels in the Brother Cadfael series, written by Ellis Peters between 1977 and 1994.

Are the Brother Cadfael mysteries based on true historical
events?

While the characters and plots are fictional, the Brother Cadfael mysteries are set against the
backdrop of true historical events from the 12th century.

Has the Brother Cadfael series been adapted for television or
film?

Yes, the Brother Cadfael series was adapted into a popular British television series starring Derek
Jacobi that aired from 1994 to 1998.



What themes are commonly explored in the Brother Cadfael
mysteries?

Common themes include justice, faith, loyalty, and the clash between medieval traditions and
changing social order during The Anarchy.

Why are the Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael mysteries considered
significant in historical mystery genre?

The series is praised for its rich historical detail, well-developed characters, and blending of mystery
with historical fiction, helping to popularize medieval mysteries.

Additional Resources

Ellis Peters Brother Cadfael Mysteries: A Timeless Blend of History and Detective Fiction

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries stand as a distinctive pillar in the realm of historical
detective fiction, combining meticulous medieval detail with compelling mystery narratives. Created
by Edith Pargeter under the pseudonym Ellis Peters, the Brother Cadfael series has captivated readers
and critics alike since its debut in the late 1970s. The series centers on Brother Cadfael, a Benedictine
monk who uses his keen observational skills and worldly experience to unravel complex crimes in
12th-century England. This article offers an analytical review of the series’ significance, literary merit,
historical accuracy, and enduring popularity.

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Ellis Peters’ Brother Cadfael mysteries are set against the backdrop of the Anarchy, a turbulent civil
war in England during the 12th century between the claims of King Stephen and Empress Maud. This
era provides a rich tapestry that Peters expertly weaves into her plots, grounding her mysteries in
authentic historical settings that enhance the narrative’s intrigue.

The series is often praised for its seamless integration of historical context with the detective genre.
Unlike many historical novels that prioritize atmosphere over plot, the Brother Cadfael mysteries
maintain a careful balance. This dual focus appeals to both history enthusiasts and mystery readers,
expanding the series’ reach and impact.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Brother Cadfael himself is a notably unconventional protagonist for historical fiction. A former
crusader turned monk, he embodies a blend of worldly knowledge and spiritual introspection. This
complexity adds depth to the stories, as Cadfael’s personal experiences often inform his investigative
approach. His character defies the stereotype of a cloistered monk, instead presenting a pragmatic
and empathetic figure who navigates the moral ambiguities of justice.



Ellis Peters employs a narrative style that is both accessible and richly descriptive. The language
reflects the period without alienating modern readers, and the pacing is carefully managed to build
suspense while allowing room for historical exposition. Dialogues often reveal social hierarchies and
cultural norms, providing subtle educational value alongside entertainment.

Exploration of Themes and Motifs

The Brother Cadfael mysteries explore several recurring themes, including justice versus mercy, the
conflict between faith and reason, and the complexity of human nature. Cadfael’s investigations often
highlight the tension between secular law and ecclesiastical authority, a reflection of the period’s
legal and moral landscape.

Another significant motif is the contrast between chaos and order, symbolized by the Anarchy itself
and the ordered life of the monastery. Cadfael’s role as a detective serves as a metaphor for restoring
balance, making the mysteries more than mere puzzles; they become ethical inquiries into the nature
of truth and reconciliation.

Comparison with Contemporary Historical Mysteries

When compared to contemporaries like Lindsey Davis’ Roman mysteries or C.J. Sansom’s Tudor-era
novels, the Brother Cadfael series stands out for its pioneering role in medieval detective fiction. Ellis
Peters set a precedent for blending rigorous historical research with the detective genre, influencing
subsequent authors in the field.

While some modern historical mysteries incorporate more graphic violence or complex political
intrigue, Peters’ work remains notable for its gentle tone and emphasis on character-driven
storytelling. This approach broadens its appeal, making it suitable for readers who prefer intellectual
stimulation over sensationalism.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Brother Cadfael mysteries have transcended the printed page through successful adaptations,
most notably the British television series starring Derek Jacobi. The show introduced a wider audience
to the medieval world and its mysteries, maintaining fidelity to the source material while enhancing
visual storytelling.

The series’ influence extends to academic circles as well, where it is studied for its historical accuracy
and narrative techniques. Ellis Peters’ meticulous attention to period detail provides valuable insights
into 12th-century monastic life, medieval medicine, and social customs, making the books a resource
beyond their entertainment value.

e Historical Accuracy: Detailed descriptions of medieval practices, architecture, and language.

e Character Complexity: Richly developed characters with moral and psychological depth.



e Plot Structure: Intricate mysteries that engage readers intellectually.

e Cultural Relevance: Exploration of timeless themes such as justice and human fallibility.

Strengths and Limitations

A notable strength of Ellis Peters’ Brother Cadfael mysteries is their ability to educate while
entertaining. The historical setting is not merely a backdrop but an active component of the
storytelling, immersing readers in the medieval world with authenticity.

However, some critics argue that the series’ pace can be slow for those accustomed to fast-moving
modern thrillers. The deliberate unfolding of events and emphasis on detail may challenge readers
seeking immediate action. Additionally, the moral clarity often present in the resolutions may feel
simplistic compared to the ambiguous endings favored in contemporary crime fiction.

SEO Considerations and Reader Engagement

From an SEO perspective, the phrase "ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries" is strategically
embedded throughout this review to ensure high relevance for search engines and readers alike. The
article naturally incorporates LSI keywords such as "historical detective fiction," "medieval mysteries,"
"Benedictine monk detective," and "12th-century England crime novels," enhancing organic search
performance without sacrificing readability.

This balanced approach ensures that individuals searching for information on the Brother Cadfael
series, historical mystery literature, or Ellis Peters’ work will find comprehensive, authoritative content
that satisfies diverse informational needs.

Overall, the Brother Cadfael mysteries epitomize a genre blend that continues to resonate with
readers and scholars. Their enduring appeal lies in the masterful fusion of history, mystery, and
human insight, making Ellis Peters’ creation a landmark in historical fiction that invites renewed
exploration with each reading.
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to learn both what everyday life was like in past societies and how society coped with those who
broke the laws and restrictions of the times. The crime fiction treated here ranges from ancient
Egypt through classical Greece and Rome; from medieval and renaissance China and Europe
through nineteenth-century England and America. Topics include: Ellis Peter’s Brother Cadfael;
Umberto Eco’s Name of the Rose; Susanna Gregory’s Doctor Matthew Bartholomew; Peter Heck’s
Mark Twain as detective; Anne Perry and her Victorian-era world; Caleb Carr’s works; and Elizabeth
Peter’s Egyptologist-adventurer tales.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Certainty and Ambiguity in Global Mystery
Fiction John J. Han, C. Clark Triplett, Matthew Bardowell, 2024-02-08 Mystery fiction as a genre
renders moral judgments not only about detectives and criminals but also concerning the cultural
structures within which these mysteries unfold. In contrast to other volumes which examine morality
in crime fiction through the lenses of personal guilt and personal justice, Certainty and Ambiguity in
Global Mystery Fiction analyzes the effect of moral imagination on the moral structures implicit in
the genre. In recent years, public awareness has attended to the relationship between social
structures and justice, and this collection centers on how personal ethics and social ethics are bound
together amidst the shifting moral landscapes of mystery fiction. Contributors discuss the interplay
between personal guilt and social guilt - considering morality and justice on an individual level and
at a societal level - using frameworks of certainty and ambiguity. They show how individual
characters in works by Agatha Christie, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Natsuo Kirino, F.H. Batacan, and
Stephen King, among others, may view their moral standing with certainty but clash with the
established mores of their culture. Featuring essays on Japanese, Filipino, Indian, and Colombian
mystery fiction, as well as American and British fiction, this volume analyzes social guilt and justice
across cultures, showing how individuals grapple with the certainty, and, at times, the moral
ambiguity, of their respective cultures.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: The Sister Fidelma Mysteries Edward ]. Rielly,
David Robert Wooten, 2012-08-30 This is a collection of new essays on Peter Tremayne's Sister
Fidelma novels, which feature Sister Fidelma's attempts to solve a wide range of crimes, often
murders that occur under especially mysterious conditions. The novels, set mainly in 7th century
Ireland, also include a great deal of history, which is not surprising given that the author is actually
Peter Berresford Ellis, a noted Celtic historian. Some of the essays analyze aspects of the novels,
focusing especially on the protagonist and her partner in detection and, ultimately, husband, Brother
Eadulf. Other essays place Fidelma and the novels within the tradition of detective fiction. Still
others explore the historical, intellectual, spiritual and geographical contexts for her labors. Also
included are accounts of the author's career, the International Sister Fidelma Society, and the
biennial Sister Fidelma conferences held in Cashel, Ireland.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Mysterium and Mystery William David Spencer, 1992
A reprint of the first book on the topic of the cleric as a crime-solver in fiction. Mysterium and
Mystery by William David Spencer is a primary reference of meticulous scholarship for anyone
interested in mystery literature.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Mystery John Charles,
Candace Clark, Joanne Hamilton-Selway, Joanna Morrison, 2012 Revision of: The mystery readers'
advisory: the librarian's clues to murder and mayhem / John Charles, Joanna Morrison, [and]
Candace Clark. -- Chicago: American Library Association, 2002.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Back to the Best Books Marilyn Green Faulkner,
2010-07-15 Improve your reading - Improve your life. Are you bored by bestsellers you can't
remember a week later? Is your book group ready for more meaningful discussions? Have TV and
movies got your brain on autopilot? Back to the Best Books explores 36 great works of literature,
some that you know (Twain, Bronte) and some you might not (Undset, Cronin) that will bring you
new insights about your own life. Inside you'll find:- Jane Austen - Looking for love in all the wrong
places- Betty Smith - Recession lessons from the depression- William Faulkner - Road trips and
self-discovery- Anne Tyler - Putting the fun into dysfunctional- Charles Dickens - Changing the world



one child at a timeThe perfect guide for book groups, students, and casual readers who are ready to
take it up a notch! If you're feeling the need to get your brain in gear, your relationships in order
and your life on track, then it's time to get Back to the Best Books.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: The Daily Writer Fred White, 2008-09-26 Make
Writing a Part of Your Daily Routine It isn't always easy to carve out time to devote meaningful
thought and energy to your writing. Hectic schedules, distractions, and creative blocks all too often
interrupt the dream - postpone it for another day. But with 366 provocative entries - each addressing
a specific facet of the writing craft, and accompanied by an in-depth reflection and a stimulating
exercise - The Daily Writer provides you with easy entry points into that elusive space where words
matter most and helps you to embrace writing as a way of seeing the world. Whether you're looking
for a way to better integrate writing into your life, get warmed up before you dive into a bigger work
in progress, or overcome an old case of writer's block, The Daily Writer can help you establish and
maintain an inspired devotion to the craft.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Medieval Crime Fiction Anne McKendry,
2019-05-14 Combining elements of medievalism, the historical novel and the detective narrative,
medieval crime fiction capitalizes upon the appeal of all three--the most famous examples being
Umberto Eco's The Name of the Rose (one of the best-selling books ever published) and Ellis Peters
endearing Brother Cadfael series. Hundreds of other novels and series fill out the genre, in settings
ranging from the so-called Celtic Enlightenment in seventh-century Ireland to the ruthless
Inquisition in fourteenth-century France to the mean streets of medieval London. The detectives are
an eclectic group, including weary ex-crusaders, former Knights Templar, enterprising monks and
nuns, and historical poets such as Geoffrey Chaucer. This book investigates the enduring popularity
of the largely unexamined genre and explores its social, cultural and political contexts.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Readers' Advisory Service in the Public Library Joyce
G. Saricks, 2005-04-11 In public libraries, reference librarians are often called on to make
recommendations to readers, sometimes in genres that they don't personally read. Learning how to
frame a discussion and articulate the appeal of a book, author, or genre marks the essence of a
successful readers' advisor.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Extreme Planning for Authors Christy Nicholas,
2022-04-08 Frustrated by another incomplete book? Learn new ways to escape the hamster wheel
and fill the shelves with brilliant best-sellers. Has your dream of authorship turned into a collection
of half-finished manuscripts? Inspired by a great idea only to face burnout in the messy middle? Are
you terrified by the evils of editing? With over a decade of experience in indie publishing,
best-selling author and specialist in process streamlining Christy Nicholas has real-world expertise
in transforming the practices of both novices and seasoned pros. And now she’s here to share
eye-opening techniques to stop blundering around the keyboard and finally type The End on that
novel. Extreme Planning for Authors is a no-fluff, straightforward, actionable guide to transition
from a wannabe into a skilled and confident writer. Featuring examples both personal and
professional, each easy-to-read chapter focuses on concrete skills to help you break through any
blocks and push the publish button. And by implementing these core concepts, you’ll embark on a
journey of self-fulfillment, unparalleled growth, and creative freedom. In Extreme Planning for
Authors, you’ll discover: Sections on preparation to take out the guesswork and jumpstart
productivity How to tackle publishing and marketing to make that hard work pay off Ways to plot out
your writing path and turn getting your words drafted into an exciting adventure Workbook
exercises to stay on track and convert lessons into ingrained knowledge Powerful tactics for
crushing editing, and much, much more! Extreme Planning for Authors is a down-to-earth and
effective manual for anyone hungry to call themselves a wordsmith. If you like clear and concise
explanations, advice culled from years of know-how, and in-the-trenches guidance, then you'll love
Christy Nicholas's accessible handbook. Buy Extreme Planning for Authors to craft a must-read
today!

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Read On ... Romance C. L. Quillen, Ilene N. Lefkowitz,



2014-06-18 With thousands of romance novels published each year, librarians—especially those
unfamiliar with or indifferent to the genre—can benefit from this well-organized, reference that
offers scores of appeals-based read-alike lists for some of the most popular, contemporary romance
fiction. As romance publishing continues to flourish, readers and readers' advisors are faced with
increasingly complex reading choices. This book helps adult and teen readers quickly find the books
they love to read, identifies other titles with shared qualities for more reading suggestions, and
provides librarians with carefully reviewed read-alike lists that they can use with confidence.
Featuring romance novels published from 2000 to the present day, this useful guide offers you
hundreds of reading suggestions covering a wide variety of themes from the most popular to the
more obscure. Library professionals and romance fans C. L. Quillen and Ilene Lefkowitz use informal
and sometimes whimsical terminology to create unique thematic lists that are targeted to the way
romance readers think, offering such lively categories as Rx for Love and Romancing the Stove. The
authors organize the titles into five sections according to language, setting, character, story, and
mood. Subgenres covered include historical, regency, paranormal, and romantic suspense, making it
simple for you to find recommended titles appropriate for your readers' needs.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: At the Heart of the Liturgy Maxwell E. Johnson,
Timothy P. O'Malley, Demetrio S. Yocum, 2014-12-17 From 1991 to 2012, Nathan D. Mitchell was
the author of the Amen Corner that appeared at the end of each issue of Worship. Readers of
Worship grew accustomed to Nathan's columns as invitations to rethink the practice of Christian
worship through a liturgical theology that was interdisciplinary, aesthetic, and attentive to history.
With the soul of a poet, Nathan was always on the lookout for the turn of phrase, image, stanza, or
metaphor from other classic wordsmiths that could capture the liturgical insight he wanted to
explore. For the first time, this volume assembles some of the most important of these columns
around the themes of body, Word, Spirit, beauty, justice, and unity. In addition, Nathan's former
students offer substantive commentary through essays that invite the reader to consider how the
themes raised by Nathan might develop in the coming years. This collection is a must-read both for
those who admired Nathan's contribution to liturgical studies and for a newer generation of scholars
seeking to discern the frontiers of liturgical theology. Nathan D. Mitchell is an emeritus professor of
liturgy in the Department of Theology at the University of Notre Dame. In 1998, Mitchell was
presented with the Berakah Award from the North American Academy of Liturgy for his contribution
to the field. His many publications include the following books: Meeting Mystery: Liturgy, Worship,
Sacraments, and The Mystery of the Rosary: Marian Devotion and the Reinvention of Catholicism.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Read On...History Tina Frolund, 2013-10-21 Make
history come alive! This book helps librarians and teachers as well as readers themselves find books
they will enjoy—titles that will animate and explain the past, entertain, and expand their minds. This
invaluable resource offers reading lists of contemporary and classic non-fiction history books and
historical fiction, covering all time periods throughout the world, and including practically all
manner of human endeavors. Every book included is hand-selected as an entertaining and
enlightening read! Organized by appeal characteristics, this book will help readers zero in on the
history books they will like best—for instance, titles that emphasize character, tell a specific type of
historical story, convey a mood, or are presented in a particular setting. Every book listed has been
recommended based on the author's research, and has proved to be a satisfying and worthwhile
read.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Read On...Speculative Fiction for Teens Jamie Kallio,
2012-08-14 This guide offers exciting new reading paths for students who enjoy fantasy, science
fiction, and paranormal themes. With over 350 titles organized into their primary appeal
characteristics and scores of thematic lists, librarians and educators will benefit from lists of
contemporary selections specifically written for teens. Interest in teen fiction has grown in
popularity in the last decade, especially within the fantasy and paranormal genres. This timely guide
is one of the few books on the subject that lists titles that are written specifically for teens. Read
On...Speculative Fiction for Teens features popular, contemporary themes ranging from vampire




love and ghost stories to epic fantasy and out-of-this-world science fiction. Each of the five chapters
caters to a specific area of interest—story, character, setting, mood, and language—and within the
chapter, numerous lists of novels are organized by topic, with the best titles highlighted. Each of the
more than 350 listed titles includes bibliographic information and a brief, punchy description.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Read On...Audiobooks Joyce G. Saricks, 2011-03-21
With more than 300 original annotations in some 60 thematic lists, this one-of-a kind compilation
opens the world of audiobooks to listeners and librarians alike. The demand for audiobooks is
booming, yet materials that help listeners make choices of what to listen to have been in short
supply. Read On...Audiobooks: Reading Lists for Every Taste fills that gap, helping match reader
interests and mood to titles that might please them. Written by Joyce G. Saricks, a well-known writer
and speaker on readers' advisory, the book offers original annotations for more than 300 audiobook
titles, grouped according to some 60 themes, fiction and nonfiction. Lists are organized by
character, story, setting, language, and mood/tone. Each entry provides a plot description and
discusses the appeal of the narrator. In addition to helping patrons, the book will assist librarians
with collection development and listener's advisory, creating displays that include audiobooks,
promoting the collection, and especially, with understanding the special dynamic that exists among
listeners, narrators, and audiobooks.

ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: Read On...Biography Rick Roche, 2012-03-07
Categorizing hundreds of popular biographies according to their primary appeal—character, story,
setting, language, and mood—and organizing them into thematic lists, this guide will help readers'
advisors more effectively recommend titles. Read On...Biography: Reading Lists for Every Taste is
that essential go-to readers' advisory guide, filling a gap in the growing readers' advisory literature
with information about 450 biography titles, most published within the last decade, but also
including some classic titles as well. The book focuses on life stories written in the third person, with
subjects ranging from individuals who lived in ancient times to the present-day, hailed from myriad
nations, and gained fame in diverse fields. The contents are organized in order to facilitate
identification of read-alikes and easy selection of titles according to appeal features such as
character, story, language, setting, and mood. Written specifically with librarians and their patrons
in mind, this readers' advisory title will be invaluable in public, high school, and college libraries.
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ellis peters brother cadfael mysteries: The Gareth & Gwen Medieval Mysteries Books 1-7
Sarah Woodbury, 2022-12-16 Join Gareth & Gwen as they investigate mysteries, murder, and
mayhem in medieval Wales! This boxed set contains Books 1-7 of the Gareth & Gwen Medieval
Mysteries. The Good Knight: Intrigue and rivalry among princes casts a shadow on the court of the
king of north Wales. When a royal groom is murdered on the way to his wedding, the bride's brother
tasks his two best detectives with bringing the killer to justice. The Uninvited Guest: It is the winter
of 1143 and a cold-blooded killer lurks among King Owain's wedding guests. Putting their own
marriage plans on hold, Gareth and Gwen race to separate truth from lies, friends from foes, and
unravel the mystery before King Owain—and his new bride—fall victim to their uninvited guest. The
Fourth Horseman: May 1144. Gareth and Gwen travel across the border into England on a
diplomatic mission with Prince Hywel of Wales. When a murder case drops at their feet within
moments of their arrival, they race to expose a plot that threatens not only their lives, but the life of
the future King of England himself. The Fallen Princess: Hallowmas 1144. The murdered body of
Prince Hywel's long lost cousin, a woman thought to have run away with a Dane five years earlier,
turns up on a beach. The trail has long since gone cold until the investigation threatens to expose
dangerous truths that everyone from king to killer would prefer to keep buried. The Unlikely Spy:
August 1146. Prince Hywel has invited all the bards and lords of Wales to a music festival. But with
the highborn come the low: thieves, spies, and other hangers-on. When a murderer strikes as the



festival starts, Gareth and Gwen are charged with discovering his identity—before the death of a
peasant shakes the throne of a king. The Lost Brother: November 1146. When an investigation
murder uncovers treason at the highest levels of King Owain's court, Gareth and Gwen must come to
terms with unprecedented treachery—and a villain whose crimes can never be forgiven. The
Renegade Merchant: March 1147. Gareth and Gwen travel to Shrewsbury in an attempt to find
answers about Rhun's death, about the whereabouts and plans of Prince Cadwaladr, and about
Gwen's family ties to England. But as always seems to be the case with Gwynedd's foremost
investigators—when they go looking for answers, trouble is never far behind.
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