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Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett: A Masterpiece of Suspense and Historical Fiction

eye of the needle by ken follett is a novel that has captivated readers for decades with its thrilling plot,
richly detailed characters, and immersive World War II setting. First published in 1978, this gripping
espionage thriller marked Ken Follett’s debut as a novelist and instantly established him as a powerhouse in
the world of historical fiction. Whether you’re a longtime fan of Follett’s work or just discovering this
classic, understanding the nuances and appeal of Eye of the Needle reveals why it remains a beloved and

influential book.

The Intricate Plot That Keeps You Hooked

At the heart of Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett lies a suspenseful narrative that masterfully blends
espionage, romance, and wartime drama. The story centers on a German spy known by the codename
"The Needle" because of his skill with a stiletto knife. His real name is Henry Faber, and he’s operating
undercover in Britain during the height of World War II. The novel follows Faber’s dangerous mission to

deliver critical intelligence that could change the course of the war.

A Spy’s Deadly Mission

Faber’s task is to relay secret information about the upcoming Allied invasion plans to the Nazis. However,
his mission becomes complicated when he takes refuge on a remote Scottish island, where he encounters a
local woman named Lucy. This unexpected meeting evolves into a tense psychological battle and a tragic

love story intertwined with betrayal and survival. The tension between Faber’s cold-blooded spy persona

and his human vulnerabilities creates a compelling dynamic that propels the story forward.

Historical Context and Realism

One of the standout features of Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett is its authentic portrayal of wartime
Britain. Follett’s meticulous research shines through in his vivid descriptions of the period’s social
atmosphere, military strategies, and espionage techniques. Readers gain insight into the stakes of
intelligence warfare and the paranoia that pervaded everyday life. This depth of historical detail not only

enriches the story but also educates readers about a pivotal era in modern history.



Ken Follett’s Storytelling Style and Literary Techniques

Ken Follett’s writing in Eye of the Needle is characterized by a seamless blend of fast-paced action and
intricate character development. His ability to create palpable suspense while exploring complex human

emotions is a hallmark of his storytelling.

Mastering Suspense

Follett employs multiple narrative perspectives to build tension. By switching viewpoints between the
spy, his pursuers, and the inhabitants of the island, he creates a layered narrative where readers are privy
to information that the characters may not have. This technique heightens anticipation and keeps readers

on edge, eager to see how the intersecting storylines will resolve.

Characterization and Emotional Depth

Beyond the espionage plot, Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett delves into the psychology of its characters.
Henry Faber is not a one-dimensional villain; he is portrayed with nuance, revealing moments of doubt,
longing, and conflict. Similarly, Lucy’s transformation from a simple island woman to a courageous figure
resisting the spy adds emotional heft to the tale. This balance between plot and character development is

one reason why readers find the novel so engrossing.

Why Eye of the Needle Remains Relevant Today

Decades after its publication, Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett continues to resonate with readers and
critics alike. Its themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the moral ambiguities of war remain universally
compelling. Additionally, the novel’s exploration of espionage offers timeless insights into intelligence

work, making it appealing to fans of spy fiction and historical thrillers.

Impact on Spy Fiction Genre

Eye of the Needle is often credited with influencing a new wave of spy novels that combine historical
accuracy with psychological complexity. The book’s success paved the way for Follett’s later works and
inspired other authors to approach espionage stories with a similar depth and realism. Its blend of real-world

stakes and personal drama set a benchmark for future thrillers.



Adaptations and Popular Culture

The novel’s popularity led to a successful 1981 film adaptation starring Donald Sutherland, which helped
bring the story to an even wider audience. The cinematic version retains much of the book’s tension and
atmosphere, further cementing Eye of the Needle’s place in popular culture. For readers who enjoy both

literature and film, comparing the two versions offers a fascinating look at storytelling across mediums.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Reading Eye of the Needle

If you’re planning to dive into Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett, there are a few ways to enhance your

reading experience.

¢ Familiarize Yourself with WWII History: Understanding the broader historical context of World
War II, especially the intelligence battles between the Allies and Axis powers, will deepen your

appreciation of the plot’s stakes and intricacies.

e Pay Attention to Character Motivations: The novel’s power lies in its character-driven suspense.

Noticing the subtle shifts in Faber and Lucy’s personalities adds layers to the narrative.

¢ Enjoy the Pacing: Follett’s pacing varies from tense, fast-moving scenes to slower, introspective

moments. Embrace this rhythm to fully savor the unfolding drama.
¢ Explore Related Works: If you enjoy Eye of the Needle, consider exploring other Ken Follett novels

like “The Key to Rebecca” or “The Man from St. Petersburg,” which also blend historical fiction with

espionage themes.

Eye of the Needle as a Gateway to Ken Follett’s Broader Work

For readers who discover Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett and find themselves hooked, there’s a wealth
of other novels to explore. Follett’s career spans decades, with numerous bestsellers that also mix historical

settings with complex narratives.

From Espionage to Epic Historical Sagas



‘While Eye of the Needle focuses on World War II espionage, Ken Follett’s later works often expand into
epic sagas covering centuries, such as the acclaimed “Kingsbridge” series. These novels share the same
meticulous research and engaging storytelling, appealing to readers who appreciate history brought to life

through fiction.

Continuing the Journey

Starting with Eye of the Needle offers a great introduction to Follett’s style and thematic interests. From
there, readers can enjoy a diverse range of stories, each rich with detail, suspense, and memorable
characters. Whether your interest lies in spies, historical drama, or simply well-crafted storytelling, Ken

Follett’s oeuvre provides plenty to discover.

Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett remains a standout novel that expertly combines the thrill of espionage
with the human drama of war. Its enduring appeal lies in the author’s ability to make history feel
immediate and personal, turning a spy thriller into a profound exploration of loyalty, love, and survival.

For anyone intrigued by World War II or the art of suspenseful storytelling, this novel is an essential read.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Eye of the Needle' by Ken Follett?

The novel follows a ruthless Nazi spy known as "The Needle' who uncovers critical information about the

D-Day invasion during World War II, and the efforts to stop him from delivering the intelligence.

Who is the protagonist in 'Eye of the Needle' by Ken Follett?

The protagonist is Henry Faber, a cold and cunning German spy nicknamed 'The Needle' due to his small,

precise stiletto blade.

What is the significance of the title 'Eye of the Needle'?

The title refers to the nickname of the main character, Henry Faber, and symbolizes the narrow,

dangerous path he navigates as a spy during wartime.

When was 'Eye of the Needle' first published?

'Eye of the Needle' was first published in 1978.



How does Ken Follett build suspense in 'Eye of the Needle"?

Follett uses tight pacing, shifting perspectives, and the looming threat of espionage to create intense

suspense throughout the novel.

What themes are explored in 'Eye of the Needle'?

Themes include espionage, loyalty, love, betrayal, and the moral complexities of war.

Is 'Eye of the Needle' based on true events?

While the novel is fictional, it is inspired by real World War II espionage activities and historical context.

Has 'Eye of the Needle' been adapted into any films or TV shows?

Yes, 'Eye of the Needle' was adapted into a film in 1981, starring Donald Sutherland as Henry Faber.

‘What makes 'Eye of the Needle' a classic thriller?

Its combination of historical accuracy, well-drawn characters, and relentless suspense makes it a standout

thriller novel.

Where is most of the story in 'Eye of the Needle' set?

Much of the story is set in England, particularly on a remote Scottish island where the climax unfolds.

Additional Resources

Eye of the Needle by Ken Follett: A Masterclass in Spy Thriller Storytelling

eye of the needle by ken follett stands as a seminal work in the genre of espionage thrillers, captivating
readers since its initial publication in 1978. This novel marked the emergence of Ken Follett as a
distinguished storyteller, combining meticulous research with gripping narrative techniques. The story’s
blend of historical context, suspenseful plotting, and complex character development continues to attract
both casual readers and literary critics alike. A deep dive into the novel reveals why it remains a

benchmark for spy fiction and a critical component of Ken Follett’s literary legacy.

Context and Historical Background

Set against the backdrop of World War II, eye of the needle by ken follett integrates real historical events



with fictional elements to create an immersive experience. The novel is primarily set in 1944, a crucial
year leading up to the D-Day invasion. This setting adds authenticity and urgency to the plot, as the fate of

millions hinges on the success or failure of Allied operations.

Ken Follett’s attention to historical detail is evident throughout the book. From the depiction of wartime
Britain’s social atmosphere to the espionage tactics employed by Nazi spies, the author carefully constructs a
believable world. This historical anchoring enriches the narrative, providing readers with both

entertainment and insight into the complexities of intelligence work during the war.

Plot Overview and Narrative Technique

At its core, eye of the needle by ken follett is a taut spy thriller centered on Henry Faber, the “needle” — a
German spy known for his cunning and ruthlessness. The novel follows Faber’s mission to deliver critical
intelligence that could jeopardize the Allied invasion plans. The suspense escalates as he navigates through

the English countryside, pursued by British intelligence agents determined to stop him.

Follett’s narrative style is characterized by a fast-paced, cinematic quality that keeps readers engaged from
start to finish. The use of multiple perspectives — including that of Faber, his pursuers, and innocent
bystanders — allows for a multifaceted exploration of the story’s moral ambiguities. This technique also
enhances tension, as the reader gains insights into characters’ motivations that remain hidden from others

within the narrative.

Characterization and Psychological Depth

One of the standout features of eye of the needle by ken follett is the psychological complexity of its
characters. Henry Faber is not portrayed as a one-dimensional villain but rather as a deeply conflicted
individual. His loyalty to Nazi Germany is juxtaposed against moments of vulnerability and introspection,

making him a compelling anti-hero.

Similarly, the supporting characters, such as Lucy Rose and David Rose, contribute emotional depth and
contrast. Lucy’s transformation from a sheltered woman to a resilient figure mirrors the broader theme of
personal courage in wartime. The interplay between characters elevates the novel beyond a mere spy

story, offering nuanced portrayals of human resilience and moral struggle.

Comparative Analysis with Other Spy Novels

‘When placed alongside other espionage classics like John le Carré’s “The Spy Who Came in from the Cold”

or lan Fleming’s James Bond series, eye of the needle by ken follett occupies a distinct niche. Unlike



Fleming’s glamorous, action-packed tales or le Carré’s introspective, morally ambiguous narratives, Follett

strikes a balance between thrilling suspense and accessible storytelling.

The novel’s relatively short length compared to sprawling epics enables a tightly focused plot without
sacrificing character development. This economy of storytelling has been praised for maintaining reader
interest without overwhelming them with extraneous detail. Additionally, the authentic depiction of

wartime espionage techniques differentiates Follett’s work from more fantastical spy fiction.

Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of eye of the needle by ken follett lie in its:

e Immersive historical setting

Compelling protagonist with psychological nuance

Balanced pacing that sustains suspense

Richly detailed espionage plot

However, some critics have pointed out certain limitations, such as:

o Occasional predictability in plot twists
e Limited exploration of secondary characters’ backstories

e Some narrative elements reflecting the era’s gender stereotypes

These critiques, while valid, do little to diminish the overall impact of the novel but rather highlight areas

where the storytelling adheres to or diverges from genre conventions.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The enduring appeal of eye of the needle by ken follett is also evidenced by its successful adaptation into a

1981 film directed by Richard Marquand. The film brought the tense atmosphere and intricate plotting to



the screen, further expanding the novel’s audience.

Beyond entertainment, the novel has influenced subsequent spy fiction writers and is often cited in
academic discussions about World War II literature and espionage narratives. Its portrayal of the moral
complexities inherent in spy work has contributed to a more sophisticated understanding of intelligence

operations in popular culture.

SEO Keywords Integration for Visibility

In analyzing eye of the needle by ken follett, it is important to consider key terms that enhance search
engine optimization while maintaining a natural flow. Terms such as “World War II spy thriller,” “Ken

» «

Follett espionage novel,” “Henry Faber character analysis,” “wartime intelligence fiction,” and “historical

spy suspense” naturally align with the themes and content of the book.

Incorporating these keywords contextually ensures the article reaches readers searching for detailed
information on espionage literature, Follett’s bibliography, or World War II-themed fiction. This approach

balances SEO priorities with journalistic integrity, providing a comprehensive and engaging overview.

Conclusion

Eye of the needle by ken follett remains a standout work within the spy thriller genre due to its
compelling narrative, richly drawn characters, and authentic historical context. Its influence persists
decades after publication, underscoring Ken Follett’s talent for crafting stories that resonate with both
readers and critics. For enthusiasts of espionage fiction or historical novels, it offers a masterclass in tension,

characterization, and storytelling economy that continues to set a high standard.
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screen by Richard Marquand, starring Donald Sutherland. *** VICTORY HANGS IN THE BALANCE
1944. In the weeks leading up to D-Day, the Allies are disguising their invasion plans with elaborate
decoy ships and planes. If they can land a force on mainland Europe, they will gain the upperhand in
a war that has ravaged the world for years, and can then take the fight to the Nazi menace. A
COLD-BLOODED KILLER His weapon is the stiletto; his code name: The Needle. He is Hitler's prize
undercover agent - a ruthless, professional murderer. In England, he uncovers the Allies' D-Day
plans, but his cover is blown in the process. A DEADLY CHASE Leaving a trail of bodies in his wake
and with MI5 on his tail, The Needle ruthlessly races to a U-boat that is waiting to convey him and
his critical message to Germany. But he hasn't planned for a storm-battered island and the
remarkable young woman who lives there . . . *** 'Really thrilling' - The New York Times Book
Review 'An absolutely terrific thriller, so pulse-pounding, so ingenious in its plotting and so
frighteningly realistic that you simply cannot stop reading' - Publishers Weekly 'Top-notch suspense .
.. a terrific thriller . . . spellbinding' - Miami Herald 'Great . . . one of the twelve best thrillers from
the last fifty years' - Rocky Mountain News 'Extraordinarily satisfying . . . a truly suspenseful novel . .
. heart-stopping, nerve-freezing terror' - Los Angeles Times 'A spy novel of the highest order' - The
Baltimore Sun

eye of the needle by ken follett: Eye Of The Needle Ken Follett, 2009-10-13 One enemy spy
knows the secret to the Allies' greatest deception, a brilliant aristocrat and ruthless assassin -- code
name: The Needle -- who holds the key to ultimate Nazi victory. Only one person stands in his way: a
lonely Englishwoman on an isolated island, who is beginning to love the killer who has mysteriously
entered her life. All will come to a terrifying conclusion in Ken Follett's unsurpassed and
unforgettable masterwork of suspense, intrigue, and the dangerous machinations of the human
heart. This P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of insights into the book, including author
interviews, recommended reading, and more.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Ken Follett Carlos Ramet, 1999 This study, which should
appeal to both the scholar and the general reader, concludes with an assessment of Ken Follett's
work so far and demonstrates that while he is part of a continuum, he has uniquely transformed his
chosen genre - the thriller - and has made a significant contribution to popular cultural
forms.--BOOK JACKET.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Eye of the Needle Ken Follett, 2015-07-07 The worldwide
phenomenon from the bestselling author of The Pillars of the Earth, World Without End, A Column of
Fire, and The Evening and the Morning His code name was “The Needle.” He was a German
aristocrat of extraordinary intelligence—a master spy with a legacy of violence in his blood, and the
object of the most desperate manhunt in history. . . . But his fate lay in the hands of a young and
vulnerable English woman, whose loyalty, if swayed, would assure his freedom—and win the war for
the Nazis. . . .

eye of the needle by ken follett: Eye of the Needle Ken Follett, 1978

eye of the needle by ken follett: Ken Follett and the Triumph of Suspense Carlos Ramet,
2014-11-26 Ken Follett wrote his first international bestseller, Eye of the Needle, when he was 25
years old. He has since been one of the most consistent international best-selling authors, with
approximately 130 million copies of his books sold worldwide. His manifold influences on the thriller
genre includes the pioneering use of strong female characters in espionage stories and the
development of the historical thriller as a new form of novel, exemplified by Winter of the World
(2012). This book is an investigation of Follett's development as an author, and of the craft of writing
and the negotiation of serious versus popular literary value, from his earliest short stories and
screenplays through his mature thrillers and entertainment fiction. Unpublished materials are also
considered, including his notes, business and personal correspondence, unpublished drafts, journal
entries and outlines. Follett's dramatic shift to writing historical fiction may be his most enduring
legacy.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Ken Follett Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2025-05-19 This book
surveys the stellar writing by the Welsh master Ken Follett. The 76 A to Z topics analyze 35



published works and highlight the intangibles--parenting, achievers, literacy--alongside historical
themes of plague, healing, religion and spies. Stylistic touches appear in entries on secondary
characters, villains, sense impressions, names, humor and language. Details authenticate the role of
fictional households in global and racial movements. Key to the author's appeal, the progress of
women toward full citizenship fuels admirable domestic and career progress by his heroines.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Ken Follett Richard C. Turner Ph.D, 1996-11-25 Ken Follett
had the purest of motives when he began writing fiction: he did it for the money. But after ~IEye of
the Needle™R catapulted him to success and secured his reputation as a master of the spy thriller,
he both built on that success with other spy thrillers and experimented equally successfully with
other genres such as the family saga and the historical romance. This is the first full-length study of
his work and it includes individual examinations of each of his major novels, from Eye of the Needle
(1978) to A Place Called Freedom (1995), as well as his early novels. Following a chapter on Follett's
life and career, Turner discusses in depth Follett's early novels and his one nonfiction work, On the
Wings of Eagles. A genre chapter examines Follett's use of historical settings and his use of the
genres of spy thriller, saga, and historical romance in his novels. The rest of the study is devoted to
an individual examination of each of his novels in turn, with subsections on plot, character, theme,
point of view, and literary devices. Turner also offers an alternative critical approach to reading each
novel, such as psychoanalytical, Marxist, or reader response, to give the reader another perspective
from which to read and discuss it. A complete bibliography of Follett's fiction, general criticism and
biographical sources, and listings of reviews of all the novels examined in the study completes the
work. The only study of one of the best-selling writers today, who appeals to adults and young adults
alike, this is a key purchase for schools and public libraries.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Falkentod Bernd Kostering, 2018-04-03 Als Franziska Falke
uber die Schlagzeile ,Ist Karin F. aus Offenbach eine Morderin?“ stolpert, wird ihr eiskalt. Ist damit
ihre vermisste Mutter gemeint? Von einem Unbekannter erhalt Franziska ein Buch von Heinrich
Boll, in dem sich ein versteckter Hinweis auf ihre Mutter befindet. Die Suche nach der Wahrheit
fuhrt sie uber die JVA Tegel nach New York. Gemeinsam mit Opa Herbert, frischgebackener
Privatdetektiv, deckt Franziska dabei dunkle Geheimnisse auf, die sie wohl besser nie gekannt hatte.
»Seine Literaturkrimis haben eine Marktlicke gefullt!” MARKUS TERHARN, Offenbach Post

eye of the needle by ken follett: Star Wars Year by Year Kristin Baver, Pablo Hidalgo, Daniel
Wallace, Ryder Windham, 2021-09-23 Discover everything you've ever wanted to know about Star
Wars in this complete history of the most famous franchise in movie history. Painstakingly
researched and superbly illustrated, Star WarsTM Year By Year: A Visual History, New Edition
presents a unique Star Wars timeline-the full history of the amazing Star Wars phenomenon as
you've never seen it before. This stunning visual journey features trivia and cultural cornerstones
from director George Lucas' early life through to the iconic movie stills, comic books, novels, toys,
video games, and theme parks that have spawned from five decades of seminal film making. Fully
updated and expanded, this edition encompasses all nine episodes of the original, prequel and
sequel trilogies, along with the standalone movies Rogue One and Solo, and the acclaimed television
series, The Mandalorian. Produced in full collaboration with Lucasfilm and written by renowned Star
Wars experts, Star Wars Year by Year: A Visual History, New Edition is ideal for Star Wars fanatics
and newbies alike. © & TM 2021 Lucasfilm Ltd.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Coastal Britain: England and Wales Stuart Fisher,
2019-04-18 When all her islands are taken into consideration, the British coastline spans almost
8,000 miles, which is longer than both Brazil's and Mexico's. From the clear blue waters of serene
Cornish bays to the tempestuous seas around rugged Pembrokeshire headlands, this new book
journeys around the varied shorelines of England and Wales to complete the most comprehensive
survey ever taken. Stuart Fisher, bestselling author of the similarly comprehensive Canals of Britain,
visits all the places of interest along the entire coastline of England and Wales: from remote
countryside to modern cities, exploring history and heritage, striking architecture and dramatic
engineering, wildlife, wonderful flora and fauna, art and literature. His journey takes him from



industrial hubs to small villages and fishing communities, providing a keen insight into what makes
each stretch of Britain's shoreline unique and special. Evocative and often dramatic colour
photographs help capture the great variety of the coast, and maps, book covers, stamps and local
artefacts help convey the character of each area. This comprehensive and absorbing survey is a
treasure trove of interest and knowledge for walkers, cyclists, boaters, holidaymakers and indeed
anyone with an interest in coastal Britain.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff Hamilton,
Brian Jones, 2010-05-12 Covers contemporary authors and works that have enjoyed commercial
success in the United States but are typically neglected by more literary guides. Provides high
school and college students with everything they need to know to understand the authors and works
of American popular fiction.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Star Wars FAQ Mark Clark, 2015-08-01 (FAQ). From the
books and movies that inspired George Lucas to imagine the Star Wars universe, to early screenplay
drafts that were never filmed, to short biographies of many people who made key contributions to
the movies' success, Star Wars FAQ explores every aspect of the original Star Wars trilogy ( Star
Wars , The Empire Strikes Back , and Return of the Jedi ). Along the way, it unearths underreported
stories and illuminating minutiae often skimmed over or completely ignored in other histories of the
legendary film series. Highlights include details about the Star Wars Holiday Special debacle, the
Ewok TV movies, the rise of Star Wars fiction and its importance in the revival of the franchise, and
the wave of Star Wars imitators and parodies that flooded theaters and TV screens in the late 1970s
and early 1980s along with dozens of rare publicity stills and photographs of vintage memorabilia.
Offering an original analysis of the series' enduring appeal and cultural impact, Star Wars FAQ tells
a story as thrilling and action-packed as the movies themselves, with bold characters facing
apparently insurmountable odds, full of frantic chases, narrow escapes, daring victories, and tragic
setbacks, culminating in an unlikely triumph that changed the course of the galaxy or at least of
Hollywood.

eye of the needle by ken follett: The Everything Guide to Writing Your First Novel Hallie
Ephron, 2010-11-18 For an aspiring novelist, nothing is more intimidating than a blank page or
computer screen. This step-by-step guide helps you get past that hurdle, start writing, and cross the
finish line to first draft in only twenty-six weeks! This guide covers the entire novel-writing
process--from polishing an idea to finding an agent and submitting to publishers. This practical
guide takes you through the ins and outs of writing and publishing your first book, including how to:
Create authentic characters, engaging plotlines, and believable settings Edit for tone, structure, and
pacing Find the right agent Market and sell your work to publishers Build a career as a novelist
Complete with writing exercises, inspiring examples, and expert advice from bestselling novelists,
this book is an excellent starting place for anyone interested in the art, craft, and business of writing
fiction.

eye of the needle by ken follett: New York Magazine , 1982-10-25 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Highball, Lawrence Treadwell, 2022-06-30 Highball is an old
signal from the train conductor to engineer that the train was clear to start from its stop and
proceed at speed. Two green balls, one above the other, were the visual signal. Railroads were
running long before motion pictures. Soon after silent movies were invented, directors liked trains in
their films as railroading became an important business for America, passengers, and freight trains.
From the beginning, Hollywood loved trains. In the book are over 450 films with the title, the year
distributed, director, cast, producer/distributer, and an overview, which set forth the key train link.
Hollywood produced all sort/type of films: comedy, mystery, drama, Western, war, adventure, crime,



construction, musical, and epic with combinations of genre. Every film in the book has a railroad link
or connection of some sort, which makes this a stand-alone edition. Movies included begin in the
Silent Era, 1920s, and continue to the present day. The Hollywood Golden Age through World War II
produced great films and continued using different techniques and emphasis. Dangerous cargoes,
revivals, scenarios, and technology reflect the extraordinary genius of moviemakers today. With jet
aircraft, passenger train travel declined to the extent that passenger trains became too expensive for
America’s railroads to operate. In 1971, Congress created Amtrak, a quasi-public corporation, the
National Railroad Passenger Corporation. Freight continued with the railroads, which today consist
of five major train, class I companies: CSX, NS (Norfolk Southern), BNSF (Burlington and Santa Fe),
UP (Union Pacific), and KCS (Kansas City Southern). Canadian Pacific (CP) operates both passenger
and freight trains. Movies produced overseas are included with the United Kingdom being a large
contributor to the book. The reference book is a must for all railroaders and movie lovers to recall
their favorites and to see movies that they missed. All aboard!

eye of the needle by ken follett: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Ultimate Reading List John
Charles, Shelley Mosley, 2007-07-03 Great reads for busy people. This is a guide to help busy people
find great reads in fiction and nonfiction. Filled with recommendations of popular, entertaining
reading, this book covers mystery and suspense, romance, women'’s fiction and chick lit, Westerns,
science fiction, such nonfiction topics as animals, art, biography, memoirs, business, true crime, and
more. Plus, each entry includes a summary of the book, its significance, and a
critique/observation/comment.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Novels, Novelists, and Readers Mary Frances Rogers,
1991-01-01 Focusing on British and American novels, Rogers takes a sociological look at the
business of literature, the book industry, and the experiences of novelists and readers. Viewing the
novel as a vehicle of cultural meaning, the author shows how the literary canon overlooks
substantial similarities among novels in favor of restrictive codes based on social as well as literary
considerations. She emphasizes the kinship between the social sciences and humanities in her
analysis, by reinvigorating affection for the novel and also establishing its rich cultural significance.

eye of the needle by ken follett: Current Biography Yearbook , 1991

eye of the needle by ken follett: Writing Fiction - a user-friendly guide James Essinger,
2019-08-12 Writing Fiction is a little pot of gold... e;Screenplaye; by Syd Field for film, e;Writing
Fictione; by James Essinger for fiction. It's that simple.'William Osborne, novelist and
screenwriter'Writing Fiction - a user-friendly guide' is a must-read if you want to write stories to a
professional standard. It draws on the author's more than thirty years of experience as a
professional writer, and on the work and ideas of writers including:- Anthony Burgess- Joseph
Conrad- George Eliot- Ken Follett- Frederick Forsyth- Dan Harmon- Ernest Hemingway- David
Lodge- Norman Mailer- John Milton- Ben Parker- J.K. Rowling- William Shakespeare- Martin Cruz
Smith- J.R.R. TolkienThe twenty-four chapters cover every important matter you need to know about,
including: devising a compelling story, creating and developing characters, plotting, 'plants’,
backstory, suspense, dialogue, 'show' and 'tell', and how to make your novel more real than
reality.Also featuring special guest advice from legendary screenwriter Bob Gale, who wrote the
three immortal 'Back to the Future' movies (1985, 1989 and 1990), and novelist and screenwriter
William Osborne, whose many screen credits include the co-writing of the blockbuster "Twins'
(1988), this highly entertaining book gives you all the advice and practical guidance you need to
make your dream of becoming a published fiction writer come true.
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