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Geoffrey Robertson Crimes Against Humanity: Championing Justice on a Global Scale

geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity is a phrase that resonates deeply in the realms of international
law and human rights advocacy. Geoffrey Robertson, a renowned human rights barrister, author, and
academic, has built a formidable career around combating some of the gravest violations against humanity.
His name is intrinsically linked to the pursuit of justice for victims of war crimes, genocide, and other
atrocities that shock the conscience of the world. Understanding his role in shaping the discourse on crimes
against humanity offers valuable insights into international justice mechanisms and the ongoing battle
against impunity.

Who Is Geoffrey Robertson?

Before delving into his work on crimes against humanity, it’s important to know who Geoffrey Robertson
is. Born in Australia, Robertson moved to the UK and quickly became a leading figure in human rights
law. As a barrister and Queen’s Counsel, he has argued landmark cases in domestic and international courts.
He is also an accomplished author, with books that explore the complexities of law and morality in the
modern world.

His Role in International Law

Robertson’s expertise extends beyond courtroom litigation. He has served as a judge in international
tribunals, including the Special Court for Sierra Leone, which was established to try those responsible for
war crimes during the Sierra Leone Civil War. His involvement in such tribunals places him at the
forefront of international efforts to define and prosecute crimes against humanity.

Understanding Crimes Against Humanity

To appreciate Geoffrey Robertson’s contributions fully, it’s essential to understand what constitutes crimes
against humanity. These offenses are serious violations committed as part of a widespread or systematic
attack directed against any civilian population. They include acts like murder, enslavement, torture, rape,
and persecution on political, racial, or religious grounds.



The Legal Framework

Crimes against humanity are codified in international legal instruments such as the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). Robertson has been instrumental in interpreting these laws and
advocating for their application to hold perpetrators accountable, regardless of their official status or power.

Geoffrey Robertson’s Landmark Cases Involving Crimes Against
Humanity

Throughout his career, Robertson has been involved in high-profile cases that have shaped the global
understanding of crimes against humanity.

Defending Human Rights on the Global Stage

One notable case was his participation in the prosecution at the Special Court for Sierra Leone, where he
helped bring leaders accused of egregious human rights violations to justice. This tribunal was pivotal in
establishing that political and military leaders could be held personally responsible for crimes against
humanity.

Advocacy Beyond the Courtroom

Robertson’s work is not confined to legal battles. He frequently writes and speaks on human rights issues,
raising awareness about ongoing atrocities and the need for robust international legal responses. His books,
such as “Crimes Against Humanity: The Struggle for Global Justice,” offer comprehensive analyses of how
international law addresses these crimes and the challenges it faces.

The Impact of Geoffrey Robertson’s Work on International
Justice

Robertson’s relentless pursuit of justice has had a profound impact on the international legal landscape.



Strengthening Accountability Mechanisms

By participating in tribunals and advising on the development of international law, Robertson has
contributed to strengthening mechanisms that hold individuals accountable for crimes against humanity.
His efforts support the idea that no one is above the law, a principle vital for global justice.

Influencing Legal Education and Public Awareness

Through his academic roles and public engagements, Robertson educates new generations of lawyers and
human rights advocates. By explaining complex legal ideas in accessible ways, he helps broaden the
understanding of crimes against humanity and the importance of confronting them.

Challenges in Prosecuting Crimes Against Humanity

Despite advancements, prosecuting crimes against humanity remains fraught with difficulties, many of
which Robertson has highlighted in his writings.

Political Obstacles

One major challenge is political interference. Many accused individuals hold significant power within their
countries, making extradition or prosecution complicated. Robertson often emphasizes the need for
international cooperation and political will to overcome these barriers.

Gathering Evidence and Witness Protection

Another hurdle involves collecting reliable evidence and ensuring the safety of witnesses, especially in
conflict zones. Robertson’s experience underscores the importance of meticulous legal procedures and
international support to protect those who come forward.

Lessons from Geoffrey Robertson’s Approach to Crimes Against
Humanity

What can legal professionals and human rights activists learn from Robertson’s approach?



Persistence: Robertson’s career shows that fighting for justice requires unwavering dedication, even
against powerful adversaries.

Interdisciplinary Knowledge: Combining legal expertise with historical, political, and ethical
understanding enhances the effectiveness of human rights advocacy.

Public Engagement: Raising awareness through writing, speaking, and media is crucial to building
global support for prosecuting crimes against humanity.

International Collaboration: Working across borders with institutions and governments strengthens
the enforcement of international law.

The Future of Crimes Against Humanity in Light of Robertson’s
Work

As global conflicts and human rights abuses persist, the frameworks and principles championed by Geoffrey
Robertson remain highly relevant. Emerging issues, such as cyber warfare and environmental destruction,
are beginning to be discussed in the context of crimes against humanity, expanding the scope of
international law.

Robertson’s voice continues to advocate for adapting legal systems to meet these new challenges, ensuring
that the pursuit of justice keeps pace with evolving threats to humanity.

In sum, Geoffrey Robertson’s contributions to the fight against crimes against humanity illustrate the
power of law combined with passionate advocacy. His work not only helps bring perpetrators to justice but
also inspires ongoing efforts to uphold human dignity worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Geoffrey Robertson in the context of crimes against humanity?
Geoffrey Robertson is a prominent international human rights lawyer and author known for his work on
crimes against humanity, including his involvement in high-profile cases and his advocacy for international
justice.



What notable cases involving crimes against humanity has Geoffrey
Robertson been involved in?
Geoffrey Robertson has been involved in several notable cases, including representing victims in war
crimes trials, advising on the prosecution of former dictators, and contributing to the development of
international criminal law.

Has Geoffrey Robertson written any books on crimes against humanity?
Yes, Geoffrey Robertson has authored several books on international law and crimes against humanity, such
as 'Crimes Against Humanity: The Struggle for Global Justice,' which explores the legal framework and
history of prosecuting such crimes.

What impact has Geoffrey Robertson had on international law regarding
crimes against humanity?
Geoffrey Robertson has significantly influenced international law by advocating for stronger mechanisms to
prosecute crimes against humanity, contributing to the establishment of courts like the International
Criminal Court, and promoting accountability for human rights violations.

Does Geoffrey Robertson support the International Criminal Court (ICC)?
Yes, Geoffrey Robertson is a strong supporter of the ICC as a vital institution for prosecuting crimes against
humanity and ensuring that perpetrators are held accountable on a global scale.

What is Geoffrey Robertson's view on the prosecution of crimes against
humanity?
Geoffrey Robertson believes that prosecuting crimes against humanity is essential for justice and
deterrence, emphasizing that international cooperation and legal frameworks must be strengthened to
effectively tackle such crimes.

Has Geoffrey Robertson contributed to any international tribunals for
crimes against humanity?
Geoffrey Robertson has served as counsel and advisor in various international tribunals and commissions
addressing crimes against humanity, helping to shape legal precedents and support victims' rights.

How does Geoffrey Robertson define crimes against humanity?
Geoffrey Robertson defines crimes against humanity as widespread or systematic attacks against civilian
populations, including acts like murder, torture, enslavement, and other inhumane acts committed as part



of a government or organizational policy.

What criticisms has Geoffrey Robertson made regarding global responses
to crimes against humanity?
Geoffrey Robertson has criticized the international community for often responding too slowly or
inadequately to crimes against humanity, calling for more proactive measures and the enforcement of
international law to prevent impunity.

Where can I learn more about Geoffrey Robertson's work on crimes
against humanity?
You can learn more about Geoffrey Robertson's work through his books, public lectures, articles, and
interviews available online, as well as through institutions focused on international law and human rights
where he has contributed.

Additional Resources
Geoffrey Robertson Crimes Against Humanity: A Legal Luminary’s Impact on International Justice

geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity is a phrase that encapsulates the significant contributions of one
of the most prominent international human rights lawyers and scholars in modern history. Geoffrey
Robertson, known for his relentless pursuit of justice, has played a pivotal role in shaping the discourse
surrounding crimes against humanity, international law, and accountability for gross human rights
violations. His career spans decades of high-profile cases, groundbreaking legal arguments, and influential
writings that have helped define the parameters of what constitutes crimes against humanity within
international jurisprudence.

This article delves into Geoffrey Robertson’s profound influence on the field of international criminal law,
particularly his work related to crimes against humanity. It also explores how his legal philosophy,
advocacy, and scholarly contributions have expanded global understanding of these egregious offenses and
the mechanisms necessary to prosecute them effectively.

Geoffrey Robertson’s Legal Career: Foundations in Human Rights
and International Law

Geoffrey Robertson QC has carved a unique niche as a barrister, judge, author, and academic, often
intersecting with some of the most challenging legal questions of our time. His expertise in human rights
law and international criminal law is widely acknowledged, with particular emphasis on prosecuting war



crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity.

Robertson’s career began with a strong focus on civil liberties and constitutional law, but it soon evolved
into a broader engagement with international law. His work on the establishment of the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Court (ICC)
highlighted his commitment to creating robust legal frameworks to address crimes against humanity. His
advocacy was instrumental in defining these crimes’ scope and ensuring accountability transcended national
borders.

Defining Crimes Against Humanity: Robertson’s Legal Interpretation

One of Geoffrey Robertson’s hallmark contributions is his analytical approach to the concept of crimes
against humanity. Unlike war crimes, which typically require a connection to armed conflict, crimes
against humanity encompass widespread or systematic attacks against civilian populations, regardless of war
status. Robertson has argued that such crimes represent a fundamental breach of human dignity and
require international redress.

In his seminal writings and legal defenses, Robertson has underscored several key elements that define
crimes against humanity:

Systematic or widespread attack: The act must be part of a larger pattern or policy targeting civilians.

Knowledge and intent: Perpetrators must be aware that their actions are part of such attacks.

Severe acts: Includes murder, enslavement, torture, rape, enforced disappearances, and other
inhumane acts.

Robertson’s legal scholarship has helped clarify these components, influencing how international courts
interpret and prosecute these offenses.

Notable Cases and Advocacy in Crimes Against Humanity

Throughout his career, Geoffrey Robertson has been involved in numerous cases that highlight the
complexities of prosecuting crimes against humanity. His work often blends courtroom litigation with
public advocacy, aiming to bring attention to abuses and the necessity of legal accountability.



The Pinochet Extradition Case

Perhaps one of Robertson’s most high-profile cases was his involvement in the attempt to extradite former
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet to Spain for human rights violations, including crimes against humanity.
The case marked a watershed moment in international law, demonstrating that former heads of state could
face prosecution for such crimes beyond their national jurisdictions.

Robertson’s legal arguments helped establish the principle that crimes against humanity are subject to
universal jurisdiction, meaning that any state can prosecute offenders regardless of where the crimes
occurred. This case not only set a precedent for future prosecutions but also reinforced the notion that
impunity for mass atrocities would no longer be tolerated.

Representation of Victims and Whistleblowers

Beyond high-profile defendants, Robertson has also famously represented victims and whistleblowers
whose testimonies have exposed crimes against humanity. His advocacy for transparency and justice has
often placed him at the intersection of law and politics, where he has pushed for reforms in international
criminal law and greater protections for those who risk their lives to reveal abuses.

Geoffrey Robertson’s Contributions to International Criminal Law

Robertson’s impact extends beyond the courtroom. As an author and academic, he has published
extensively on the legal, moral, and political dimensions of crimes against humanity. His books, such as
*Crimes Against Humanity: The Struggle for Global Justice*, offer critical analysis of how international law
has evolved and where it must improve to effectively deter mass atrocities.

Critiques and Challenges in Prosecution

While Robertson champions international justice, he is also candid about its challenges. He has pointed out
the limitations of international courts, such as political interference, selective prosecutions, and difficulties in
enforcement. These issues, he argues, require continuous reform and global cooperation.

Furthermore, Robertson has debated the balance between sovereignty and international responsibility,
advocating for a legal system that respects nations but does not allow them to shield perpetrators of crimes
against humanity.



Educational and Institutional Roles

Robertson’s influence is also evident in his roles at academic institutions and human rights organizations. As
a professor and founding director of the Doughty Street Chambers in London, he has mentored a generation
of lawyers specializing in international human rights and criminal law.

His involvement in drafting legal protocols and advising international bodies has helped shape policies that
address crimes against humanity more effectively, emphasizing victim rights, fair trials, and the
importance of historical memory in preventing future atrocities.

SEO Keywords Integration and Relevance

When discussing geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity, it is essential to recognize the
interconnectedness of related terms such as international criminal law, human rights advocacy, war crimes
prosecution, and universal jurisdiction. Robertson’s career intersects with all these domains, making him a
central figure in the fight against impunity for mass atrocities. Additionally, keywords like international
tribunals, genocide law, human rights lawyer, and legal precedent naturally complement the discourse on
his work.

The evolving nature of crimes against humanity law, as analyzed by Robertson, reflects ongoing global
efforts to enhance accountability mechanisms. His critiques and proposals contribute to contemporary
debates on how international justice systems can overcome political and procedural hurdles.

Pros and Cons of Geoffrey Robertson’s Approach

Pros: Emphasis on universal jurisdiction and victim rights promotes global justice; clear definitions
aid legal clarity; advocacy raises public awareness.

Cons: Some critics argue that political realities limit the effectiveness of international prosecutions;
balancing sovereignty and intervention remains contentious.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Geoffrey Robertson’s work has undeniably shaped the international community’s approach to crimes



against humanity. His legal acumen, combined with a passionate commitment to human rights, positions
him as a formidable advocate in the ongoing struggle to ensure justice for victims of mass atrocities. As legal
frameworks evolve and new challenges arise, Robertson’s contributions remain a critical reference point for
scholars, practitioners, and policymakers dedicated to upholding international human dignity.

His extensive writings and high-profile cases continue to inspire dialogue about how best to confront crimes
against humanity in a complex and often politically fraught global landscape. Through his work, the
principle that no perpetrator is above the law has gained renewed strength and clarity.

Geoffrey Robertson Crimes Against Humanity
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  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Crimes Against Humanity Geoffrey Robertson,
2006-08-31 Geoffrey Robertson QC, acclaimed author of The Case of the Pope, presents a freshly
updated version of his masterwork, Crimes Against Humanity In this fresh edition of the book that
has inspired the global justice movement, Geoffrey Robertson QC explains why we must hold
political and military leaders accountable for genocide, torture and mass murder - the crimes against
humanity that have disfigured the world. He shows how human rights standards can be enforced
against cruel governments, armies and multi-national corporations. This seminal work now contains
a critical perspective on recent events, such as the Obama administration's use of drone warfare, the
Charles Taylor conviction, the trials of Mladic, Karadzic and Khalid Sheik Mohammed and the
Mullahs without Mercy soon with nuclear arms. 'Millions will be reading his book in the century to
come if we are serious in our intention to stop massacres' Observer 'His arguments are exceptionally
clear and comprehensible, and legal complexities are rendered into simple and lucid prose' Sunday
Telegraph Geoffrey Robertson QC has appeared as counsel in landmark human rights cases in
British, International and Commonwealth courts. He is Head of Doughty Street Chambers and
Visiting Professor in Human Rights at Birkbeck College. His other books include FREEDOM, THE
INDIVIDUAL AND THE LAW and MEDIA LAW (both in Penguin) and his memoir, THE JUSTICE
GAME, was published in 1998. He lives in London.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Crimes Against Humanity Norman Geras,
2013-07-19 This book tells the story of the emergence of the concept of crimes against humanity. It
examines its origins, the ethical assumptions underpinning it, its legal and philosophical boundaries,
and some of the controversies connected with it. A brief historical introduction is followed by an
exploration of the various meanings of the term ‘crimes against humanity’ that have been suggested;
a definition is proposed linking it to the idea of basic human rights. The book looks at some problems
with the boundaries of the concept, the threshold for its proper application and the related issue of
humanitarian intervention. It concludes with a discussion of the prospects for the further
development of crimes-against-humanity law. The work serves as a clear and compact introduction
for students of politics, philosophy and law, as well as for the general reading public.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Crimes Against Humanity Adam Jones,
2012-12-01 How we can stop the world's worst atrocities In this compelling overview, Adam Jones
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outlines the history and current extent of key crimes against humanity, and highlights the efforts of
popular movements to suppress them. Using examples ranging from the genocides in Darfur and
Rwanda to the sex trade of Eastern Europe and the use of torture in the 'war on terror,' Jones
explores the progress made in toughening international law, and the stumbling blocks which prevent
full compliance with it. Coherent and revealing, this book is essential for anyone interested in the
well-being of humanity and its future.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Crimes against Humanity M. Cherif
Bassiouni, 2011-04-25 This book traces the evolution of crimes against humanity (CAH) and their
application from the end of World War I to the present day, in terms of both historic legal analysis
and subject-matter content. The first part of the book addresses general issues pertaining to the
categorization of CAH in normative jurisprudential and doctrinal terms. This is followed by an
analysis of the specific contents of CAH, describing its historic phases going through international
criminal tribunals, mixed model tribunals and the International Criminal Court. The book examines
the general parts and defenses of the crime, along with the history and jurisprudence of both
international and national prosecutions. For the first time, a list of all countries that have enacted
national legislation specifically directed at CAH is collected, along with all of the national
prosecutions that have occurred under national legislation up to 2010.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: The Challenge of Conflict Ustinia Dolgopol,
Judith Gail Gardam, 2006 This collection is an integrated body of essays that provides a
comprehensive range of viewpoints on how international legal and political mechanisms can address
the catastrophic consequences of deadly conflict in today's world. The authors are drawn from a
diverse range of disciplines encompassing law, peace studies, international relations and criminal
justice and include judges, members of the military, academics, United Nations personnel and
representatives of non-government organisations.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Paradigmen im internationalen Recht
Bardo Fassbender, Christiane Wendehorst LL.M., Erika Wet, 2016-08-03 Die Neuerscheinung
Paradigmen im internationalen Recht und Implikationen der Weltfinanzkrise für das internationale
Recht waren die Oberthemen der 32. Tagung der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Völkerrecht, die vom
30. März bis 2. April in Köln stattgefunden hat. Unter dem Oberthema Paradigmen im
internationalen Recht werden Denkschulen und Rollenverständnisse von Denkern und Praktikern
(jeweils im Völkerrecht und im Internationalen Privatrecht) sowie Paradigmen in der internationalen
Praxis verhandelt. Das Oberthema Implikationen der Weltfinanzkrise wird vielschichtig aus
materiell-rechtlicher, institutionell-prozeduraler, rechtspolitischer und sowohl öffentlich-rechtlich
wie privatrechtlicher Sicht erörtert. Dieser Band vereinigt die Referate und Diskussionsbeiträge der
versammelten deutschsprachigen Vertreterinnen und Vertreter des Völkerrechts und des
Internationalen Privatrechts.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Crimes against Humanity in the 21st Century
Robert Dubler SC, Matthew Kalyk, 2018-07-23 In Crimes Against Humanity in the 21st Century, Dr
Robert Dubler SC and Matthew Kalyk provide a comprehensive analysis of crimes against humanity
in international criminal law. The text tracks the crime from its conceptual origins in antiquity, to its
emergence in customary international law at Nuremberg, to the establishment of the ‘modern
definition’ at the Hague with the ICTY, ICTR and ICC, and finally to recent state practice and
jurisprudence. The text sets out conclusions about the legal elements of the crime and contends that
the raison d'être of the crime is located not in the inhumanity of its authors’ actions but in the extent
to which its authors threaten international peace and security so as to justify international
intervention. With a foreword by Geoffrey Robertson QC.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: An Introduction to International Criminal Law
and Procedure Robert Cryer, 2010-05-27 This market-leading textbook gives an authoritative
account of international criminal law, and the investigation and prosecution of crime, and guides the
reader through controversies with an accessible and sophisticated approach. Now covers
developments in the ICC, victims' rights, alternatives to international criminal justice, and has



extended coverage of terrorism.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: The Humanity of Universal Crime Sinja Graf,
2021-02-15 The international crime of crimes against humanity has become integral to
contemporary political and legal discourse. However, the conceptual core of the term--an act against
all of mankind--has a longer and deeper history in international political thought. In an original
excavation of this history, The Humanity of Universal Crime examines theoretical mobilizations of
the idea of universal crime in colonial and post-colonial contexts. Sinja Graf demonstrates the
overlooked centrality of humanity and criminality to political liberalism's historical engagement with
world politics, thereby breaking with the exhaustively studied status of individual rights in liberal
thought. Graf argues that invocations of universal crime project humanity as a normatively
integrated, yet minimally inclusive and hierarchically structured subject. Such visions of humanity
have in turn underwritten justifications of foreign rule and outsider intervention based on claims to
an injury universally suffered by all mankind. Foregrounding the political productivity of universal
crime, the book traces the intellectual history of the rise, fall, and reappearance of notions of
universal crime in political theory over time. It looks particularly at the way European theorists have
deployed the concept in assessing the legitimacy of colonial rule and foreign intervention in
non-European societies. The book argues that an inclusionary Eurocentrism subtends the
authorizing and coercive dimensions of universal crime. Unlike much-studied exclusionary
Eurocentrist thinking, inclusionary Eurocentrist arguments have historically extended an unequal,
repressive recognition via liability to non-European peoples. Overall the book offers a novel view of
how claims to act in the name of humanity are deeply steeped in practices that reproduce structures
of inequality at a global level, particularly across political empires.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: International Criminal Law M. Cherif
Bassiouni, 2008 Volume 1 deals with international crimes. It contains several significant
contributions on the theoretical and doctrinal aspects of ICL which precede the five chapters
addressing some of the major categories of international crimes. The first two chapters address: the
sources and subjects of ICL and its substantive contents. The other five chapters address: Chapter 3:
The Crime Against Peace and Aggression (The Crime Against Peace and Aggression: From its
Origins to the ICC; The Crime of Aggression and the International Criminal Court); Chapter 4: War
Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity & Genocide (Introduction to International Humanitarian Law;
Penal Aspects of International Humanitarian Law; Non-International Armed Conflict and Guerilla
Warfare; Mercenarism and Contracted Military Services; Customary International Law and Weapons
Control; Genocide; Crimes Against Humanity; Overlaps, Gaps, and Ambiguities in Contemporary
International Humanitarian Law, Genocide, and Crimes Against Humanity); Chapter 5: Crimes
Against Fundamental Human Rights (Slavery, Slave-Related Practices, and Trafficking in Persons;
Apartheid; International Prohibition of Torture; The Practice of Torture in the United States:
September 11, 2001 to Present); Chapter 6: Crimes of Terror-Violence (International Terrorism;
Kidnapping and Hostage Taking; Terrorism Financing; Piracy; International Maritime Navigation
and Installations on the High Seas; International Civil Aviation); Chapter 7: Crimes Against Social
Interest (International Control of Drugs; Challenges in the Development of International Criminal
Law: The Negotiations of the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime
and the United Nations Convention Against Corruption; Transnational Organized Crime; Corruption
of Foreign Public Officials; International Criminal Protection of Cultural Property; Criminalization of
Environmental Protection).
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Pursuing Justice Ralph A. Weisheit, Frank
Morn, 2025-09-15 Pursuing Justice, Fourth Edition, examines the issue of justice by considering the
origins of the idea, formal systems of justice, current global issues of justice, and ways in which
justice might be achieved by individuals, organizations, and the global community. Part I
demonstrates how the idea of justice has emerged over time, starting with religion and philosophy,
and then to the concept of social justice. Part II outlines the very different mechanisms used by
various nations for achieving state justice, including systems based on common law, civil law, and



Islamic law, with a separate discussion of the U.S. justice system. Part III focuses on six
contemporary issues of justice: war, immigration, domestic terrorism, genocide, slavery, and the
environment. Finally, Part IV shows how individuals and organizations can go about pursuing justice,
and describes the rise of global justice. This updated book uses current events and debates to help
students understand the complexities and nuances of a society’s pursuit of justice. It provides
students with the foundations of global justice systems, integrating Greek philosophies and major
religious perspectives into a justice perspective, and contributes to undergraduate understanding of
international justice bodies, NGOs, and institutions.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Crimes Against Humanity , 2000 The Dogs
of War
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Battleground: Criminal Justice Gregg
Barak, 2007-10-30 There are many controversial aspects of our criminal justice system, and this
encyclopedia examines the most significant controversies throughout American history with
emphasis on current debates, trends, and issues. Arranged alphabetically, approximately 100 entries
cover background, explanations, notable cases and events, various sides of an issue, and what to
expect in the future. Entries are objective and factual, allowing readers to formulate their own
conclusions. Sidebars and case examples help to illustrate each entry, and sources for further
reading point readers to other important materials. Given the prevalance of controversial criminal
justice topics in the news, this timely reference is an important resource for anyone interested in
crime and justice. Entries include: Boot Camps, Corporal Punishment, DNA Evidence, Domestic
Violence, Expert Testimony, Eye Witness Identifications, Gun Control, Homeland Security,
International Criminal Court, Legalization of Marijuana, Mental Health and Insanity, Police
Brutality, Prison Violence, Racial Profiling, School Violence, Sex Offender Laws, Stalking Laws,
Supermax Prisons, Three Strikes, Treating Juveniles as Adults, War on Drugs, and more.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: The Sacred and the Sovereign John D.
Carlson, Erik C. Owens, 2003-06-11 Until September 11th, 2001, few in the West fully appreciated
the significance of religion in international politics. The terrible events of that day refocused our
attention on how thoroughly religion and politics intermingle, sometimes with horrific results. But
must this intermingling always be so deadly? The Sacred and the Sovereign brings together leading
voices to consider the roles that religion should—and should not—play in a post-Cold War age
distinguished by humanitarian intervention, terrorism, globalization, and challenges to state
sovereignty. But these challenges to state sovereignty have deep and abiding roots in religion that
invite us to revisit just what values we hold sacred. Offsetting the commonly shared idea that
religion is politics' perennial nemesis, this volume demonstrates that religious traditions,
institutions, and ideas are essential elements of the political quest for human rights, peace, order,
legitimacy, and justice. The Sacred and the Sovereign brings distinguished scholars of religious
studies, theology, and politics together with ranking members of the military and government to
reflect seriously about where—and if—safe boundaries can be drawn between religion and politics in
the international arena.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Der Auschwitz-Prozess Devin O. Pendas,
2013-09-02 Die deutsche Vergangenheit vor Gericht Im Winter 1963 begann vor den Augen der
Weltöffentlichkeit der erste Auschwitz-Prozess, die größte und wichtigste juristische Aufarbeitung
des Holocaust. Devin Pendas erzählt auf Basis umfangreicher Quellenforschung die Geschichte
dieses Verfahrens, das die Öffentlichkeit spaltete und bei dem nicht nur 22 NS-Täter, sondern auch
die deutsche Vergangenheit vor Gericht standen. Viele Jahre mussten vergehen, bis eine deutsche
Staatsanwaltschaft nach dem Krieg erstmals umfassende Ermittlungen gegen die Verbrechen
einleitete, die im Vernichtungslager Auschwitz begangen worden waren. Es sollte der größte
Strafprozess der deutschen Nachkriegsgeschichte werden. Angeklagt waren SS-Ärzte und
Lager-Aufseher. Hunderte von Zeugen wurden vernommen. Verhandelt wurde auch über die
Unterstützung Hitlers durch weite Kreise der deutschen Bevölkerung, über Verdrängen und
Erinnern – und nicht zuletzt über das schwierige Leben derjenigen, die den Holocaust überlebt



hatten. Devin Pendas zeigt, wie die bundesdeutsche Gesellschaft in diesem Prozess mit dem
Holocaust konfrontiert wurde. Sein Buch berichtet eindrücklich aus dem Frankfurter
Schwurgerichtssaal, Täter wie Opfer erhalten durch seine detailreiche Darstellung ein Gesicht. Ein
Stück deutscher Geschichte, bei dem das Recht an seine Grenzen stieß.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Elements of Crimes Under International
Law Gideon Boas, James L. Bischoff (J.D.), James L. Bischoff, Natalie L. Reid, 2008 A highly relevant
and timely work focusing on the core international crimes and their interaction with the forms of
responsibility.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: The Law of Humanity Project Ukri Soirila,
2021-07-15 This book provides the first comprehensive introduction to the role of humanity in
international law, offering a fresh perspective to a discussions with global implications. The 1990s
and the first decade of the twenty-first century witnessed the sporadic emergence of a new vision of
global law. Although the vision has taken many different forms, all instances of it have been uniform
in the attempt of radically altering how we understand international law by seeking to posit the
human as the primary subject of the international legal order and humanity as its main source of
legitimacy. Together, this book calls these instances “the law of humanity project”. In so doing, it
also paints a picture of and critically assesses a particular moment in the history of international law
– a moment which may have already come to a sudden end as a consequence of the current populist
backlash in world politics, but during which it seemed inevitable that the law of humanity vision
would come to play an increasingly important role in world affairs.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Historical Origins of International
Criminal Law Morten Bergsmo, CHEAH Wui Ling, YI Ping, 2014-12-12 The historical origins of
international criminal law go beyond the key trials of Nuremberg and Tokyo but remain a topic that
has not received comprehensive and systematic treatment. This anthology aims to address this
lacuna by examining trials, proceedings, legal instruments and publications that may be said to be
the building blocks of contemporary international criminal law. It aspires to generate new
knowledge, broaden the common hinterland to international criminal law, and further consolidate
this relatively young discipline of international law. The anthology and research project also seek to
question our fundamental assumptions of international criminal law by going beyond the
geographical, cultural, and temporal limits set by the traditional narratives of its history, and by
questioning the roots of its substance, process, and institutions. Ultimately, we hope to raise
awareness and generate further discussion about the historical and intellectual origins of
international criminal law and its social function. The contributions to the three volumes of this
study bring together experts with different professional and disciplinary expertise, from diverse
continents and legal traditions. Volume 1 comprises contributions by prominent international
lawyers and researchers including Judge LIU Daqun, Professor David Cohen, Geoffrey Robertson
QC, Professor Paulus Mevis and Professor Jan Reijntjes.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Bangladesh and International Law Mohammad
Shahabuddin, 2021-02-22 This book is the first-ever comprehensive analysis of international law
from Global South perspectives with specific reference to Bangladesh. The book not only sheds new
light on classical international law concepts, such as statehood, citizenship, and self-determination,
but also covers more current issues including Rohingya refugees, climate change, sustainable
development, readymade garment workers and crimes against humanity. Written by area specialists,
the book explores how international law shaped Bangladesh state practice over the last five decades;
how Bangladesh in turn contributed to the development of international law; and the manner in
which international law is also used as a hegemonic tool for marginalising less powerful countries
like Bangladesh. By analysing stories of an ambivalent relationship between international law and
post-colonial states, the book exposes the duality of international law as both a problem-solving tool
and as a language of hegemony. Despite its focus on Bangladesh, the book deals with the more
general problem of post-colonial states’ problematic relationship with international law and so will
be of interest to students and scholars of international law in general, as well as those interested in



the Global South and South Asia in particular.
  geoffrey robertson crimes against humanity: Rights Forfeiture and Punishment
Christopher Heath Wellman, 2017-07-03 In Rights Forfeiture and Punishment, Christopher Heath
Wellman argues that those who seek to defend the moral permissibility of punishment should shift
their focus from general justifying aims to moral side constraints. On Wellman's view, punishment is
permissible just in case the wrongdoer has forfeited her right against punishment.
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