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The Missing of the Somme: Uncovering the Forgotten Stories of World War I

the missing of the somme is a phrase that evokes a haunting image of soldiers
lost to the brutal battlefields of World War I, specifically during the
infamous Battle of the Somme in 1916. This battle, one of the bloodiest in
human history, resulted not only in staggering casualties but also in
countless soldiers whose fate remains unknown to this day. The missing of the
Somme are more than just names on a memorial; they represent stories of
courage, sacrifice, and the enduring mystery of war’s chaos. Exploring this
topic leads us deep into the efforts to remember, identify, and honor those
who vanished amid the carnage.

The Historical Context of the Missing of the
Somme

The Battle of the Somme, fought between July and November 1916, was one of
the largest and deadliest battles of the First World War. British and French
forces sought to break through the German lines in northern France. Over one
million men were wounded or killed, and the landscape was transformed into a
scarred, muddy wasteland. Amid this devastation, thousands of soldiers were
reported missing in action.

Why So Many Went Missing

Several factors contributed to the large number of missing soldiers. First,
the ferocity of the fighting meant that bodies were often never recovered or
identified. The relentless artillery bombardments obliterated trenches and
bodies alike, making it difficult to locate the fallen. Additionally, the
chaotic nature of trench warfare, combined with shifting front lines, led to
many soldiers being buried under debris or lost in no man’s land.

Communication breakdowns and inadequate record-keeping also played a role. In
the fog of war, precise details of casualties were hard to come by, and many
soldiers listed as missing were later presumed dead without a body to confirm
their fate. This uncertainty has left families and historians grappling with
the unknown for over a century.

Memorializing the Missing of the Somme

The poignant reality of the missing soldiers inspired the creation of
numerous war memorials dedicated to those who have no known grave. These



memorials serve as focal points for remembrance and a testament to the scale
of loss.

The Thiepval Memorial

One of the most significant memorials to the missing of the Somme is the
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme. Located in France, this
imposing structure bears the names of over 72,000 British and South African
soldiers who died in the Somme sector and have no known graves. The
memorial’s architectural grandeur and solemn inscription invite visitors to
reflect on the enormity of sacrifice and the enduring mystery of those lost.

The Role of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) plays a crucial role in
maintaining the graves and memorials of the missing. Through meticulous
research and record-keeping, the CWGC ensures that the names of missing
soldiers are preserved and accessible. Their work extends beyond physical
memorials to digital databases, allowing descendants and historians to trace
missing individuals’ histories.

Modern Efforts to Identify the Missing

While the missing of the Somme were once thought to be forever lost, advances
in archaeology, forensic science, and technology have sparked renewed efforts
to identify unknown soldiers.

Battlefield Archaeology and Excavations

Recent archaeological projects on the Somme battlefield have uncovered
remains, personal effects, and artifacts that offer clues about missing
soldiers’ identities. These excavations often involve careful mapping of
trench lines and battle positions, helping historians piece together what
happened during specific engagements.

DNA Analysis and Forensic Identification

The rise of DNA technology has revolutionized the identification of remains.
When recovered, skeletal remains can sometimes be matched to living
relatives, providing closure to families who have waited decades for answers.
Forensic experts analyze bone fragments, clothing, and personal items to



build profiles that assist in identification.

Challenges of Identification

Despite these advances, identifying missing soldiers remains a daunting task.
The passage of time, environmental degradation, and incomplete records mean
that many remains are still unidentifiable. Ethical considerations also arise
regarding exhuming remains and disturbing war graves, making the process
sensitive and complex.

The Human Stories Behind the Missing

Beyond statistics and memorials, the missing of the Somme represent
individual lives interrupted. Each name on a memorial corresponds to a person
with hopes, dreams, and loved ones.

Family Memories and Oral Histories

Families of missing soldiers have long preserved their memories through
letters, diaries, and oral stories. These personal accounts enrich our
understanding of the war’s impact and keep the spirit of the missing alive.
Many descendants have become advocates for remembrance, participating in
commemorative events and supporting identification efforts.

Literature and Media Portrayals

The missing of the Somme have inspired numerous works of literature, film,
and art. Novels and documentaries often explore the emotional toll of
uncertainty and loss. Through storytelling, these works ensure that the
missing are not forgotten but instead continue to resonate with new
generations.

Visiting the Somme Today: A Journey of
Remembrance

For many, visiting the Somme battlefield is a poignant pilgrimage. Walking
the fields where so many fought and died offers a tangible connection to
history and the missing.



Key Sites to Explore

- **Thiepval Memorial**: A must-visit to pay respects and see the names of
the missing.
- **Lochnagar Crater**: A massive mine crater created during the battle,
symbolizing the scale of destruction.
- **Museum of the Somme**: Exhibits personal stories, artifacts, and provides
historical context.
- **Cemetery Visits**: Numerous Commonwealth cemeteries dot the region, each
telling a story of sacrifice.

Tips for Visitors

- Take guided tours to better understand the battlefield’s history.
- Respect the solemn nature of the sites.
- Bring a notebook or camera to reflect and document your experience.
- Learn some background before visiting to fully appreciate the significance.

Exploring these sites helps keep the memory of the missing of the Somme alive
and fosters a deeper appreciation for the human cost of war.

The missing of the Somme remain a powerful symbol of the sacrifices made
during one of history’s most devastating conflicts. Through memorials,
research, and remembrance, their stories continue to be told, reminding us of
the enduring impact of war on individuals and families alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Missing of the Somme' documentary
about?
'The Missing of the Somme' is a documentary that explores the discovery and
identification of unknown soldiers who died during the Battle of the Somme in
World War I, highlighting efforts to bring closure to families through modern
forensic and archaeological techniques.

Why is the Battle of the Somme significant in World
War I history?
The Battle of the Somme, fought in 1916, was one of the largest and bloodiest
battles of World War I, symbolizing the brutal nature of trench warfare and
resulting in over one million casualties, which had a profound impact on
military strategy and public memory.



How are missing soldiers from the Somme being
identified today?
Missing soldiers from the Somme are being identified using advanced forensic
methods such as DNA analysis, examination of personal artifacts, and
battlefield archaeology, which help to match remains with living relatives
and historical records.

What challenges do researchers face when trying to
locate missing soldiers from the Somme?
Researchers face challenges including the passage of time leading to degraded
remains, incomplete or lost military records, battlefield disturbances, and
the difficulty of accurately matching remains to individual soldiers due to
limited personal identifiers.

How does 'The Missing of the Somme' contribute to
our understanding of World War I casualties?
'The Missing of the Somme' sheds light on the human cost of World War I by
personalizing the stories of soldiers who were previously unidentified,
demonstrating the ongoing impact of the war on families and communities, and
emphasizing the importance of remembrance and historical research.

Additional Resources
The Missing of the Somme: Unraveling the Tragedy of Lost Lives and
Unidentified Soldiers

the missing of the somme remains one of the most poignant and haunting
legacies of World War I, symbolizing the tragic human cost of the Battle of
the Somme and the enduring mystery surrounding thousands of soldiers who
vanished without trace. This phrase encapsulates not only the physical
absence of countless men whose bodies were never recovered or identified but
also the collective memory of a generation scarred by unprecedented carnage.
Over a century later, historians, archaeologists, and military experts
continue to investigate the circumstances that led to such immense loss and
the ongoing efforts to honor the missing through memorials and modern
identification technologies.

The Historical Context of the Missing of the
Somme

The Battle of the Somme, fought between July and November 1916, was one of
the bloodiest battles in human history, involving British, French, and German



forces on the Western Front. Conceived as a large-scale offensive to break
the stalemate of trench warfare, the battle resulted in over one million
casualties. Among these, a significant number were never accounted for,
leading to the phenomenon known as the missing of the Somme.

The chaotic nature of trench warfare, combined with the extensive use of
artillery bombardments, meant many soldiers were obliterated or buried
beneath the rubble of shattered landscapes. Additionally, the sheer scale of
the battle and the shifting front lines made it nearly impossible to recover
all bodies promptly. These factors contributed to thousands of men being
officially listed as missing in action (MIA), their fates uncertain and their
remains undiscovered.

Scale and Impact of Missing Soldiers

It is estimated that around 72,000 British soldiers were killed or wounded on
the first day alone, with many subsequently recorded as missing. Across the
entire Somme offensive, approximately 20,000 British soldiers remain
officially missing. This number reflects only those whose bodies were never
identified or found, excluding many who were killed outright and recovered.

The missing of the Somme has had a profound psychological and social impact,
especially for families left without closure. The inability to locate or
identify loved ones has fueled decades of commemoration efforts and shaped
the culture of remembrance in the United Kingdom and Commonwealth countries.

Memorialization and Commemoration Efforts

The efforts to honor the missing of the Somme culminated in the creation of
the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, inaugurated in 1932. This
imposing monument on the former battlefield lists the names of more than
72,000 British and South African soldiers who died in the Somme sector and
have no known grave. It stands as one of the largest war memorials in the
world dedicated to missing servicemen.

The Role of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC)

The CWGC has played a pivotal role in maintaining the graves and memorials
related to the Somme and other World War I battles. Their meticulous records
and preservation work have helped keep the memory of the missing alive and
provided a resource for genealogical research and historical study.

Through their efforts, thousands of graves have been identified, and many
previously lost soldiers have been commemorated. The CWGC’s commitment to



equality in remembrance ensures that soldiers from all ranks and backgrounds
are honored impartially.

Modern Identification Techniques and
Archaeological Discoveries

Advances in forensic science and archaeology have opened new avenues to
uncover the identities of some missing Somme soldiers. Excavations in former
battlefield zones have revealed human remains, personal effects, and military
artifacts that offer clues to the soldiers’ identities and circumstances of
death.

Forensic Anthropology and DNA Analysis

Modern forensic anthropology allows experts to analyze skeletal remains,
determining age, stature, and possible cause of death. Combined with DNA
testing, these techniques enable identification when descendants’ genetic
material is available for comparison. This scientific progress represents a
significant step forward from the early 20th century, when identification
relied mainly on dog tags or personal belongings, many of which were lost or
destroyed.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

Despite technological advancements, identifying missing soldiers remains
challenging due to the passage of time, environmental degradation of remains,
and incomplete records. Excavations must balance archaeological inquiry with
respect for the deceased and the wishes of families and nations.

Additionally, there are ethical questions about disturbing war graves and the
handling of human remains, which necessitate careful consultation with
stakeholders.

Broader Significance and Cultural Legacy

The missing of the Somme is emblematic of the broader tragedy of World War I,
where millions of soldiers were either killed or disappeared into the chaos
of modern industrial warfare. Their absence has shaped collective memory and
influenced literature, art, and film, often symbolizing the senseless loss
and futility of war.



Comparisons with Other Conflicts

Similar issues with missing soldiers have arisen in other conflicts, such as
World War II, the Korean War, and more recent engagements. However, the scale
and intensity of the Somme’s missing are particularly notable due to the
unprecedented nature of the battle and the era’s limited recovery
capabilities.

Impact on Families and Communities

The missing of the Somme left many families without closure, fostering a
culture of remembrance that extends beyond official memorials. Personal
letters, diaries, and oral histories have contributed to an ongoing process
of mourning and reconnection with the past.

Conclusion: Continuing the Search for the
Missing

The missing of the Somme embodies more than just the absence of physical
remains; it represents the enduring quest for understanding, remembrance, and
reconciliation with a traumatic chapter of history. As technology evolves and
historical interest persists, each discovery brings a measure of closure to
descendants and enriches the historical record.

Efforts to identify and commemorate the missing soldiers will likely continue
for decades, reflecting society’s commitment to honoring those who sacrificed
and ensuring their stories are not forgotten. In doing so, the legacy of the
Somme remains a powerful reminder of the cost of conflict and the importance
of preserving human memory.

The Missing Of The Somme
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  the missing of the somme: The Memorial to the Missing of the Somme Gavin Stamp,
2010-08-06 Edwin Lutyens' Memorial to the Missing of the Somme at Thiepval in Northern France,
visited annually by tens of thousands of tourists, is arguably the finest structure erected by any
British architect in the twentieth century. It is the principal, tangible expression of the defining
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event in Britain's experience and memory of the Great War, the first day of the Battle of the Somme
on 1 July 1916, and it bears the names of 73,000 soldiers whose bodies were never found at the end
of that bloody and futile campaign. This brilliant study by an acclaimed architectural historian tells
the origin of the memorial in the context of commemorating the war dead; it considers the giant
classical brick arch in architectural terms, and also explores its wider historical significance and its
resonances today. So much of the meaning of the twentieth century is concentrated here; the
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing casts a shadow into the future, a shadow which extends beyond
the dead of the Holocaust, to the Gulag, to the 'disappeared' of South America and of Tianenmen.
Reissued in a beautiful and striking new edition for the centenary of the Somme.
  the missing of the somme: Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning Jay Winter, 1998-03-05
Following the death of her father, a twelve-year-old girl takes a summer job instead of going to camp
with a friend as planned.
  the missing of the somme: Mametz Wood Michael Renshaw, 2012-02-20 The Battle for
Mametz Wood is normally associated with the endeavors of the 38th Welsh Division and was the first
of those great battles to secure possession of the woodlands of the Somme. The author looks at
events after the 1st July, but also relates the story of the 17th Northern Division who attacked the
quadrangle, a defensive system guarding the western approaches to the wood. Also related is the
demise of both generals commanding these divisions who were sent home.
  the missing of the somme: The Mourner's Song James Tatum, 2018-10-30 No matter when or
where they are fought, all wars have one thing in common: a relentless progression to monuments
and memorials for the dead. Likewise all art made from war begins and ends in mourning and
remembrance. In The Mourner's Song, James Tatum offers incisive discussions of physical and
literary memorials constructed in the wake of war, from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to the
writings of Stephen Crane, Edmund Wilson, Tim O'Brien, and Robert Lowell. Tatum's touchstone
throughout is the Iliad, not just one of the earliest war poems, but also one of the most powerful
examples of the way poetry can be a tribute to and consolation for what is lost in war. Reading the
Iliad alongside later works inspired by war, Tatum reveals how the forms and processes of art
convert mourning to memorial. He examines the role of remembrance and the distance from war it
requires; the significance of landscape in memorialization; the artifacts of war that fire the
imagination; the intimate relationship between war and love and its effects on the ferocity with
which soldiers wage battle; and finally, the idea of memorialization itself. Because all survivors
suffer the losses of war, Tatum's is a story of both victims and victors, commanders and soldiers,
women and men. Photographs of war memorials in Vietnam, France, and the United States
beautifully augment his testimonials. Eloquent and deeply moving, The Mourner's Song will speak to
anyone interested in the literature of war and the relevance of the classics to our most pressing
contemporary needs.
  the missing of the somme: The Missing of the Somme Geoff Dyer, 2012-11-08 Head bowed,
rifle on his back, a soldier is silhouetted against the going down of the sun, looking at the grave of a
dead comrade, remembering him. A photograph from the war, is also a photograph of the way the
war will be remembered. It is a photograph of the future, of the future's view of the past. Geoff
Dyer's classic book is an original and personal meditation upon war and remembrance. It weaves a
network of myth and memory, photos and films, poetry and sculptures, graveyards and ceremonies
that illuminate our understanding of, and relationship to, the Great War.
  the missing of the somme: Re-Imagining the First World War Anna Branach-Kallas, Nelly
Strehlau, 2015-09-18 In the Preface to his ground-breaking The Great War and Modern Memory
(1975), Paul Fussell claimed that “the dynamics and iconography of the Great War have proved
crucial political, rhetorical, and artistic determinants on subsequent life.” Forty years after the
publication of Fussell’s study, the contributors to this volume reconsider whether the myth
generated by World War I is still “part of the fiber of [people’s] lives” in English-speaking countries.
What is the place of the First World War in cultural memory today? How have the literary means for
remembering the war changed since the war? Can anything new be learned from the effort to



re-imagine the First World War after other bloody conflicts of the 20th century? A variety of answers
to these questions are provided in Re-Imagining the First World War: New Perspectives in
Anglophone Literature and Culture, which explores the Great War in British, Irish, Canadian,
Australian, and (post)colonial contexts. The contributors to this collection write about the war from a
literary perspective, reinterpreting poetry, fiction, letters, and essays created during or shortly after
the war, exploring contemporary discourses of commemoration, and presenting in-depth studies of
complex conceptual issues, such as gender and citizenship. Re-Imagining the First World War also
includes historical, philosophical and sociological investigations of the first industrialised conflict of
the 20th century, which focus on responses to the Great War in political discourse, life writing,
music, and film: from the experience of missionaries isolated during the war in the Arctic and Asia,
through colonial encounters, exploring the role of Irish, Chinese and Canadian First Nations soldiers
during the war, to the representation of war in the world-famous series Downton Abbey and the
2013 album released by contemporary Scottish rock singer Fish. The variety of themes covered by
the essays here not only confirms the significance of the First World War in memory today, but also
illustrates the necessity of developing new approaches to the first global conflict, and of
commemorating “new” victims and agents of war. If modes of remembrance have changed with the
postmodern ethical shift in historiography and cultural studies, which encourages the exploration of
“other” subjectivities in war, so-far concealed affinities and reverberations are still being discovered,
on the macro- and micro-historical levels, the Western and other fronts, the battlefield, and the home
front. Although it has been a hundred years since the outbreak of hostilities, there is a need for
increased sensitivity to the tension between commemoration and contestation, and to re-member,
re-conceptualise and re-imagine the Great War.
  the missing of the somme: America's National Cemeteries Timothy B Spears, 2025-07 In
America’s National Cemeteries, Timothy B. Spears takes the reader on a grand tour of these singular
places of commemoration, the final resting place for more than four million American military
personnel who died either in wartime, during their time of service, or after their honorable
discharge. His absorbing account—part historical narrative and part travelogue—is enhanced by 180
of his remarkable photographs, which capture the spirit, grandeur, and solemn remembrance to be
found in each of the 155 national cemeteries across America and abroad.
  the missing of the somme: Reimagining the War Memorial, Reinterpreting the Great
War Marzena Sokołowska-Paryż, 2012-03-15 Reimagining the War Memorial, Reinterpreting the
Great War: The Formats of British Commemorative Fiction is an in-depth analysis of the role of
British war memorials in literature and film, in the wider context of the commemorative trend in
contemporary culture. The Sheffield City Battalion Memorial, the Menin Gate Memorial, the
Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, the Royal Artillery Memorial, and the Shot at Dawn
Memorial are the focus of the discussion, which aims to show how the meanings assigned to specific
war memorials create ideologically diverse interpretations of the British experience of the Great
War, ranging from the futility myth to the imperial sublime. The epistemological ambivalence of the
war memorial lies at the heart of the analysis of the selected novels, films and plays, for the
condemnation of a military conflict as a historical evil does not necessarily exclude the possibility of
honouring the men who fought in it.
  the missing of the somme: The Rough Guide to France , 2011-04-01 The Rough Guide to
France is the ultimate travel guide with clear maps and detailed coverage of all the best French
attractions. Discover the length and breadth of this majestic country, from the stunning
lavender-covered fields of sunny Provence to the beautiful, languid canals of Burgundy and the
mighty Cathar castles of Languedoc. Informative full-colour features explore the very best French
wines and cheeses, as well as France's key walking regions and routes, while an extensive language
section will get you started on all the most important French phrases and vocabulary. Find detailed
practical advice on what to see and do in France while relying on up-to-date descriptions of the best
hotels in France, bars in France, restaurants in France, shops in France and French festivals for all
budgets. You'll find expert tips on exploring France's varied landscapes, from the alpine slopes of the



Alps to the vibrant metropolis of Paris; and authoritative background on France's history, wildlife
and food, with the low-down on the top French films and books. Explore all corners of France with
the clearest maps of any guide.
  the missing of the somme: The Rough Guide to France Rough Guide, 2011-04-01 The
Rough Guide to France is the ultimate travel guide with clear maps and detailed coverage of all the
best French attractions. Full-colour features explore the very best French wines and cheeses, as well
as France's key walking regions and routes, while an extensive language section will get you started
on all the most important French phrases and vocabulary. Find detailed practical advice on what to
see and do, while relying on up-to-date descriptions of the best hotels, bars, restaurants and shops in
France for all budgets. You'll find expert tips on exploring the country's varied landscapes, from the
slopes of the Alps to the vibrant metropolis of Paris; and authoritative background on France's
history, wildlife and food. Accurate maps and comprehensive practical information help you get
under the skin of France, whilst stunning photography and a detailed introduction make The Rough
Guide to France your ultimate travelling companion. Make the most of your time on Earth with The
Rough Guide to France. Now available in epub format.
  the missing of the somme: Shot at Dawn Julian Putkowski, Julian Sykes, 1990-12-31 This
groundbreaking work of military history reveals the unsettling truth about British Army executions
during WWI. The issue of military executions during the war has always been controversial, and
embargoes have long kept historians from researching it. Julian Putkowski has spent decades
uncovering the stories of mutinies and soldiers accused of desertion, and of the executions that
followed. In Shot at Dawn, Putkowski and co-author Julian Sykes shed light on a practice that for too
long has been shrouded in secrecy. They show that trials were grossly unfair and incompetent. Many
of the condemned men had been soldiers of exemplary behavior, courage, and leadership who
cracked under the dreadful strain of trench warfare. This acclaimed book is the authority on this
shameful legacy.
  the missing of the somme: HRH The Duke of Kent Celia Lee, 2015-10-19 His Royal Highness
Prince Edward The Duke of Kent KG GCMG GCVO ADC(P), first cousin to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, has devoted his life to the service of his country. Even before he served twenty-one
years as a regular soldier in the British Army, he was introduced to this life of service by his
widowed mother, HRH Princess Marina, The Duchess of Kent, during an extensive tour of the Far
East at the time of his seventeenth birthday.His interest in modern technology, especially computing
and engineering, in issues of health, fitness and social welfare, and in the development of the
intellect, has seen him become the patron, president or active member of more than one hundred
charities and social organisations. His military service, and deep interest in military history, sees
him making a particularly important contribution to many military-related organisations - the chief
of which must be the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.At the time of his eightieth birthday
on October 9, 2015, Prince Edward remains one of the busiest members of the royal family. This
book is offered as a tribute to his life of service, and to the myriad organisations, large and small,
local, national and international, that make up the fabric of the United Kingdom in the twenty-first
century.
  the missing of the somme: Britain's Jews in the First World War Paula Kitching, 2019-02-15
This book tells the story of the Jewish community, of its individuals and its groups, who contributed
to the First World War.
  the missing of the somme: Killing Time Nicholas J Saunders, 2011-11-08 The Great War of
1914-1918 now stands at the furthest edge of living memory. And yet, hardly a month passes without
some dramatic and sometimes tragic discovery being made along the old killing fields of the Western
Front. Graves of British soldiers buried during battle – still lying in rows seemingly arm in arm or
found crouching at the entrance to a dugout; whole 'underground cities' of trenches, dugouts and
shelters have been preserved in the mud; field hospitals carved out of the chalk country of the
Somme marked with graffiti; unexploded bombs and gas canisters – all of these are the poignant and
sometimes deadly legacies of a war we can never forget. Killing Time digs beneath the surface of



war to uncover the living reality left behind. Nicholas J. Saunders brings together a wealth of
discoveries to offer fresh insights into the human and often barbaric aspect of warfare. He uses
discoveries in the trenches, family photographs, diaries and souvenirs to give the dead a voice. You
cannot fail to be fascinated and moved by what he unearths.
  the missing of the somme: Twenty Shapes of Europe Devansh Dewra, Twenty Shapes of
Europe: Art | Architecture | Poetry | History delves into the essence of European monuments
through four lenses: The Vision of Orpheus presents digital renditions, while the Mind of Apollo
lyrically describes each structure. From the Eyes of Chronos provides historical context, and From
the Hands of Hephaestus delves into architectural intricacies. Through twenty iconic European
monuments, the book illuminates the significance of shape, art, architecture, poetry, and history,
revealing the nuanced beauty of each creation.
  the missing of the somme: The Western Front 1914-1916 Professor Michael S Neiberg,
2012-03-15 The History of World War I series recounts the battles and campaigns of the 'Great War'.
From the Falkland Islands to the lakes of Africa, across the Eastern and Western Fronts, to the
former German colonies in the Pacific, the World War I series provides a six-volume history of the
battles and campaigns that raged on land, at sea and in the air.
  the missing of the somme: The Music of Herbert Howells Phillip A. Cooke, David Nicholas
Maw, 2013 Herbert Howells (1892-1983) was a prodigiously gifted musician and the favourite
student of the notoriously hard-to-please Sir Charles Villiers Stanford. Throughout his long life, he
was one of the country's most prominent composers, writing extensively in all genres except the
symphony and opera. Yet today he is known mostly for his church music, and there is as yet
relatively little serious study of his work. This book is the first large-scale study of Howells's music,
affording both detailed consideration of individual works and a broad survey of general
characteristics and issues. Its coverage is wide-ranging, addressing all aspects of the composer's
prolific output and probing many of the issues that it raises. The essays are gathered in five sections:
Howells the Stylist examines one of the most striking aspect of the composer's music, its strongly
characterised personal voice; Howells the Vocal Composer addresses both his well-known
contribution to church music and his less familiar, but also important, contribution to the genre of
solo song; Howells the Instrumental Composer shows that he was no less accomplished for his work
in genres without words, for which, in fact, he first made his name; Howells the Modern considers
the composer's rather overlooked contribution to the development of a modern voice for British
music; and Howells in Mourning explores the important impact of his son's death on his life and
work. The composer that emerges from these studies is a complex figure: technically fluent but
prone to revision and self-doubt; innovative but also conservative; a composer with an
improvisational sense of flow who had a firm grasp of musical form; an exponent of British musical
style who owed as much to continental influence as to his national heritage. This volume, comprising
a collection of outstanding essays by established writers and emergent scholars, opens up the range
of Howells's achievement to a wider audience, both professional and amateur. PHILLIP COOKE is
Lecturer in Composition at the University of Aberdeen. DAVID MAW is Tutor and Research Fellow in
Music at Oriel College, Oxford, holding Lectureships also at Christ Church, The Queen's and Trinity
Colleges. CONTRIBUTORS: Byron Adams, Paul Andrews, Graham Barber, Jonathan Clinch, Phillip A.
Cooke, Jeremy Dibble, Lewis Foreman, Fabian Huss, David Maw, Diane Nolan Cooke, Lionel Pike,
Paul Spicer, Jonathan White. Foreword by John Rutter.
  the missing of the somme: Sacred Places K. S. Inglis, Jan Brazier, 2008 Memorials to
Australian participation in wars abound in our landscape. From Melbourne's huge Shrine of
Remembrance to the modest marble soldier, obelisk or memorial hall in suburb and country town,
they mourn and honour Australians who have served and died for their country. Surprisingly, they
have largely escaped scrutiny. Ken Inglis argues that the imagery, rituals and rhetoric generated
around memorials constitute a civil religion, a cult of ANZAC. Sacred Places traces three elements
which converged to create the cult: the special place of war in the European mind when nationalism
was at its zenith; the colonial condition; and the death of so many young men in distant battle, which



impelled the bereaved to make substitutes for the graves of which history had deprived them. The
'war memorial movement' attracted conflict as well as commitment. Inglis looks at uneasy
acceptance, even rejection, of the cult by socialists, pacifists, feminists and some Christians, and at
its virtual exclusion of Aborigines. He suggests that between 1918 and 1939 the making, dedication
and use of memorials enhanced the power of the right in Australian public life. Finally, he examines
a paradox. Why, as Australia's wars recede in public and private memory, and as a once British
Australia becomes multicultural, have the memorials and what they stand for become more
cherished than ever? Sacred Places spans war, religion, politics, language and the visual arts. Ken
Inglis has distilled new cultural understandings from a familiar landscape.
  the missing of the somme: Teaching Representations of the First World War Debra Rae
Cohen, Douglas Higbee, 2017-07-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching First World War
literature in the college classroom, including considerations of gender, queerness, modernism,
pacifism, imperialism, code-switching, children's books, graphic novels, community-based learning,
the Middle East, South Asia, and the influenza pandemic. Contains information on reference works
and online resources. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate and graduate courses.
  the missing of the somme: The Routledge Handbook of French Politics and Culture Marion
Demossier, David Lees, Aurélien Mondon, Nina Parish, 2019-11-12 The Routledge Handbook of
French Politics and Culture provides a detailed survey of the highly differentiated field of research
on French politics, society and culture across the social sciences and humanities. The handbook
includes contributions from the most eminent authors in their respective fields who bring their
authority to bear on the task of outlining the current state-of-the art research in French Studies
across disciplinary boundaries. As such, it represents an innovative as well as an authoritative
survey of the field, representing an opportunity for a critical examination of the contrasts and the
continuities in methodological and disciplinary orientations in a single volume. The Routledge
Handbook of French Politics and Culture will be essential reading and an authoritative reference for
scholars, students, researchers and practitioners involved in, and actively concerned about, research
on French politics, society and culture.
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