mystery novels for young adults

Mystery Novels for Young Adults: Unlocking the Thrill of Whodunits and
Secrets

mystery novels for young adults have carved a special niche in the literary
world, captivating readers with their blend of suspense, intrigue, and
relatable characters. For teens and young readers, these books offer more
than just entertainment—they ignite curiosity, critical thinking, and an
appreciation for storytelling that keeps them turning pages late into the
night. Whether it’s a classic whodunit, a supernatural thriller, or a
detective story set in a contemporary high school, mystery novels hold a
unique appeal that resonates deeply with young adult audiences.

Why Mystery Novels for Young Adults Are So
Popular

Mystery novels offer a perfect combination of engagement and challenge. Young
readers are naturally inquisitive, and these books tap into that curiosity by
presenting puzzles to solve and secrets to uncover. Unlike some genres that
may feel distant or overly complex, mystery stories often unfold in familiar
settings—schools, neighborhoods, or small towns—making it easier for teens to
connect with the narrative.

Furthermore, the protagonists in young adult mysteries are often peers
themselves, which adds layers of relatability. These characters grapple with
not only the central mystery but also the typical struggles of adolescence
like friendships, family dynamics, and identity. This dual narrative enriches
the reading experience, encouraging empathy and emotional growth alongside
intellectual stimulation.

Key Elements of Successful Mystery Novels for
Young Adults

Not all mystery books are created equal, especially for young readers. To
truly captivate this audience, authors blend several crucial elements
seamlessly:

Engaging and Relatable Characters

Young adult mystery novels often feature protagonists who are teenagers
themselves, facing challenges beyond just solving crimes. Readers appreciate



characters that reflect their own experiences or aspirations, making every
twist and turn feel more personal. Whether it’s a clever amateur sleuth, a
reluctant hero, or a group of friends working together, strong character
development is essential.

Intricate Yet Accessible Plotlines

Mystery stories thrive on suspense and surprise, but for young adults, the
complexity must be balanced with clarity. Plots need to be challenging enough
to stimulate critical thinking without causing frustration or confusion.
Effective mystery novels provide enough clues to keep readers guessing but
also subtle misdirections that make the resolution satisfying.

Atmosphere and Setting

A well-crafted setting can heighten the mood and tension in mystery novels.
Whether it’s a foggy coastal town, a bustling city high school, or a quiet
suburban neighborhood, the backdrop plays a pivotal role in creating
suspense. For young readers, familiar settings also help ground the story
while allowing their imaginations to explore new scenarios.

Popular Subgenres and Themes in Young Adult
Mystery Novels

Mystery novels for young adults cover a wide range of styles and themes,
catering to diverse tastes and interests.

Cozy Mysteries and Amateur Sleuths

These stories often feature young protagonists who stumble upon mysteries in
their everyday lives. The tone tends to be lighter, focusing on friendship
and community alongside the mystery. Examples include novels where teens
investigate local legends, school scandals, or quirky disappearances.

Psychological Thrillers

For readers who enjoy a darker, more intense experience, psychological
thrillers delve into the complexities of the mind and human behavior. These
books often explore themes like trust, betrayal, and the consequences of
secrets, making for gripping and thought-provoking reads.



Supernatural and Fantasy Mysteries

Blending mystery with elements of fantasy or the supernatural introduces an
exciting twist to the genre. Young adult novels that incorporate magic,
mythical creatures, or paranormal phenomena invite readers into worlds where
the unknown takes on a literal meaning, enhancing the mystery.

Historical Mysteries

Setting a mystery in a past era adds an educational layer, appealing to
readers interested in history combined with suspense. These novels often
require protagonists to navigate social norms and technology limitations of
the time while solving crimes or uncovering secrets.

How Mystery Novels Benefit Young Adult Readers

Beyond entertainment, mystery novels offer several developmental advantages
for young readers:

e Critical Thinking Skills: Decoding clues and analyzing plot twists helps
teens sharpen their reasoning and deduction abilities.

e Improved Reading Comprehension: Following complex plots and paying
attention to detail encourages more focused and attentive reading
habits.

e Emotional Intelligence: Engaging with characters’ dilemmas and
motivations fosters empathy and understanding of diverse perspectives.

e Increased Motivation to Read: The suspenseful nature of mysteries often
motivates reluctant readers to engage with books they might otherwise
overlook.

Tips for Choosing the Right Mystery Novels for
Young Adults

Selecting a compelling mystery novel for a young adult reader can sometimes
be daunting given the vast selection available. Here are some pointers to
guide choices effectively:



1. Consider Age Appropriateness: Ensure the content matches the reader’s
maturity level. Some mysteries contain intense themes or violence that
might not be suitable for younger teens.

2. Look for Relatable Protagonists: Books with characters facing familiar
challenges beyond the mystery itself tend to be more engaging for young
readers.

3. Check Reviews and Recommendations: Trusted sources such as librarians,
educators, or well-curated online lists can provide valuable insights.

4. Explore Diverse Voices: Seek out mystery novels featuring protagonists
from various backgrounds to offer fresh perspectives and enrich the
reading experience.

5. Sample the Writing Style: Reading a few pages or chapters can help
determine if the narrative voice and pacing resonate with the reader.

Must-Read Mystery Novels for Young Adults

For those eager to dive into the world of mystery novels for young adults,
several standout titles have become favorites among readers and critics
alike:

e “One of Us Is Lying” by Karen M. McManus — A gripping high school murder
mystery that explores secrets, lies, and social dynamics.

e “Nancy Drew” series by Carolyn Keene — Classic cozy mysteries featuring
the iconic teenage detective.

e “A Study in Charlotte” by Brittany Cavallaro — A modern take on Sherlock
Holmes with a pair of brilliant teen detectives.

e “Truly Devious” by Maureen Johnson — Set in a boarding school with a
cold case mystery that spans decades.

e “The Naturals” by Jennifer Lynn Barnes — Teens with special profiling
skills work with the FBI to solve crimes.

These books not only entertain but also inspire young readers to think
critically and appreciate the art of storytelling.



Encouraging Young Adults to Explore Mystery
Novels

Parents, educators, and librarians play a vital role in fostering a love for
mystery novels among young adults. Creating reading challenges, book clubs,
or discussion groups centered around mystery books can stimulate enthusiasm
and provide social connections around shared interests. Discussing plot
developments and character decisions can also deepen comprehension and
encourage analytical thinking.

Additionally, integrating multimedia resources such as podcasts, movies, or
interactive games based on mystery novels can bridge the gap between
traditional reading and modern entertainment formats, making the genre even
more accessible and appealing.

In the end, mystery novels for young adults offer a thrilling gateway to
literacy, imagination, and intellectual growth—a combination that keeps
readers coming back for more, eager to uncover the next secret hiding between
the pages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular mystery novels for young
adults in 20247

Some popular mystery novels for young adults in 2024 include "One False Note"
by Lucia Taylor, "The Last Suspect" by Kate Reed, and "Echoes of the Past" by
Mia Harper.

What themes are commonly explored in young adult
mystery novels?

Young adult mystery novels often explore themes such as friendship, trust,
identity, secrets, and the journey of self-discovery while solving puzzles or
crimes.

Are there any mystery novels for young adults that
feature diverse characters?

Yes, many contemporary young adult mystery novels feature diverse characters,
including different ethnicities, LGBTQ+ identities, and varied cultural
backgrounds to reflect a broad range of experiences.



What makes mystery novels appealing to young adult
readers?

Mystery novels appeal to young adult readers because they combine suspense,
problem-solving, and engaging characters, often allowing readers to actively
participate in unraveling the plot.

Can mystery novels for young adults help improve
critical thinking skills?

Absolutely, mystery novels encourage readers to pay attention to details,
analyze clues, and think critically about the storyline and characters'
motives, which can enhance their critical thinking skills.

Are there any book series in the mystery genre
specifically targeted at young adults?

Yes, popular series include "Nancy Drew Diaries," "Alex Rider" by Anthony
Horowitz, and "The Westing Game" by Ellen Raskin, all of which are designed
to captivate young adult audiences.

How do mystery novels for young adults differ from
those for adults?

Mystery novels for young adults often focus more on the protagonist's
personal growth and social dynamics, with content and language appropriate
for younger readers, while adult mysteries may have more complex plots and
mature themes.

Additional Resources

Mystery Novels for Young Adults: An In-Depth Exploration of a Captivating
Genre

mystery novels for young adults have increasingly gained traction as a
compelling literary genre that blends suspense, intrigue, and complex
narratives tailored to adolescent readers. These books often feature
protagonists in their teens facing puzzles, secrets, or crimes, inviting
readers to engage in deductive reasoning alongside the characters. This genre
not only entertains but also encourages critical thinking and empathy, making
it a significant component of young adult (YA) literature. As the demand for
sophisticated storytelling in youth literature grows, mystery novels for this
demographic continue to evolve, reflecting contemporary issues and diverse
perspectives.



The Evolution and Appeal of Mystery Novels for
Young Adults

Mystery novels for young adults have a rich heritage, rooted in classic
detective fiction but adapted to the sensibilities and experiences of modern
teens. Unlike adult mystery novels, YA mysteries often incorporate elements
of coming-of-age, identity exploration, and social dynamics, making the
suspense more relatable. The appeal lies in the balance between intellectual
challenge and emotional development, where readers are not only solving
puzzles but also navigating the complexities of adolescence.

In recent years, the market for YA mystery novels has expanded dramatically,
fueled by popular series such as *Nancy Drew*, *The Hardy Boys*, and more
contemporary titles like *One of Us Is Lying* by Karen M. McManus. The
genre’s accessibility and engaging narratives make it a frequent choice for
school reading lists and book clubs, emphasizing its educational as well as
entertainment value.

Core Features of Young Adult Mystery Novels

Several defining characteristics distinguish mystery novels for young adults
from other genres:

e Relatable Protagonists: Central characters are typically teenagers,
allowing readers to connect personally with their challenges and
perspectives.

* Engaging Plotlines: These stories often revolve around a central
mystery—such as a disappearance, murder, or secret—that drives the
narrative forward.

* Suspense and Pacing: An effective YA mystery maintains a balance between
suspenseful moments and slower character-building scenes, ensuring
reader engagement.

e Thematic Depth: Many novels explore themes beyond the mystery itself,
including friendship, trust, identity, and social justice.

e Accessible Language: While intellectually stimulating, the vocabulary
and writing style are adapted to suit teenage comprehension levels.

These features collectively contribute to the genre’s ability to captivate
young readers and foster a lifelong appreciation for literature.



Popular Subgenres and Trends Within YA Mystery
Novels

Mystery novels for young adults encompass a variety of subgenres, each
offering distinct narrative flavors and thematic elements. Understanding
these trends can help educators, parents, and readers identify books that
best suit their interests or needs.

Cozy Mysteries and School-Based Mysteries

Cozy mysteries, often set in small communities or schools, emphasize
character relationships and social dynamics over graphic violence or intense
suspense. Such settings resonate with young readers, offering familiar
environments where mysteries unfold. Series like *Enola Holmes* blend
historical context with intellectual puzzles, while school mysteries
frequently address bullying, peer pressure, and adolescent fears alongside
the central enigma.

Thriller and Psychological Mysteries

More intense and fast-paced, thriller-oriented YA mysteries incorporate
psychological elements that challenge both the characters and readers. Novels
such as *One of Us Is Lying* and *We Were Liars* delve into themes of
deception, unreliable narration, and complex motives. These books often blur
the line between mystery and psychological drama, appealing to readers who
prefer darker, more intricate storytelling.

Supernatural and Paranormal Mysteries

Incorporating elements of fantasy or the supernatural, this subgenre combines
traditional mystery tropes with paranormal phenomena. Titles like *The
Diviners* series by Libba Bray explore mysteries involving ghosts, curses, or
otherworldly forces, blending suspense with speculative fiction. This trend
reflects the broader popularity of paranormal themes in YA literature and
appeals to readers who enjoy genre hybrids.

Impact on Young Readers: Cognitive and
Emotional Benefits

Mystery novels for young adults offer more than just entertainment; they
contribute significantly to cognitive and emotional development. Engaging



with complex plots and character dilemmas encourages readers to develop
analytical skills, such as inference, hypothesis testing, and critical
thinking. These cognitive benefits are supported by educational research
indicating that reading mystery fiction can enhance problem-solving
abilities.

Emotionally, YA mysteries often explore themes of trust, morality, and
resilience, helping readers navigate their own social experiences. The
protagonists’ journeys through uncertainty and adversity provide models for
coping with real-life challenges, fostering empathy and emotional
intelligence.

Challenges and Considerations in YA Mystery
Literature

Despite their benefits, mystery novels for young adults also present certain
challenges. Some critics argue that overly complex plots or mature themes may
be inaccessible or inappropriate for younger readers within the YA spectrum.
Additionally, the reliance on certain tropes—such as the “amateur detective”
or “missing person” narrative—can lead to predictability if not executed
innovatively.

There is also an ongoing discussion about diversity and representation in YA
mysteries. While progress has been made, with more authors incorporating
protagonists from varied cultural, racial, and socioeconomic backgrounds, the
genre still has room to grow in inclusivity. Diverse perspectives not only
enrich storytelling but also broaden the appeal and relevance of these
novels.

Notable Authors and Recent Bestsellers in YA
Mystery

Several authors have distinguished themselves within the realm of mystery
novels for young adults, shaping the genre’s evolution and popularity.

e Karen M. McManus: Author of *One of Us Is Lying* and *Two Can Keep a
Secret*, McManus’s work is celebrated for its gripping plots and fresh
take on high school drama entwined with mystery.

e Maureen Johnson: Known for the *Truly Devious* series, Johnson merges
classic detective fiction with modern YA sensibilities, creating complex
mysteries set in atmospheric settings.

e Libba Bray: With the *Diviners* series, Bray integrates supernatural
elements into intricate mysteries, appealing to fans of genre blending.



e Robin Stevens: Author of the *Murder Most Unladylike* series, Stevens
offers cozy mysteries featuring young detectives in early 20th-century
England, combining historical fiction with engaging whodunits.

Recent bestsellers in the YA mystery category often feature multi-layered
plots and contemporary issues, reflecting the genre’s adaptability and
relevance. Titles that incorporate social themes alongside mystery tend to
resonate strongly with today’s readers.

How to Choose the Right Mystery Novel for Young
Adults

Selecting an appropriate mystery novel depends on several factors, including
the reader’s age, maturity level, and personal interests. Educators and
parents should consider:

1. Content Sensitivity: Assess whether themes such as violence, mental
health, or social issues are handled appropriately for the reader’s age.

2. Reading Complexity: Match the book’s language and narrative complexity
with the reader’s proficiency to maintain engagement without
frustration.

3. Genre Preferences: Determine if the reader prefers straightforward
mysteries, psychological thrillers, or supernatural twists.

4. Diversity and Representation: Seek books featuring diverse characters
and authentic voices to enhance inclusivity and relatability.

By aligning these considerations with available titles, readers can maximize
their enjoyment and learning from mystery novels.

The Future of Mystery Novels for Young Adults

Looking ahead, mystery novels for young adults are poised to continue their
growth, driven by evolving reader interests and publishing trends. Digital
platforms and audiobooks have expanded access, allowing for innovative
storytelling techniques such as interactive mysteries and multimedia
integration. Furthermore, increasing calls for diversity are likely to
encourage authors to explore new cultural contexts and viewpoints within the
genre.



As YA readers become more sophisticated, authors are challenged to craft
mysteries that are not only entertaining but also thought-provoking and
socially relevant. This dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation
ensures that mystery novels for young adults will remain a vibrant and
influential segment of contemporary literature.
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Adolescent's Literary World also examines the pedagogical applications of YA literature. It provides
practical strategies for teachers and librarians to integrate YA novels into the curriculum, fostering
meaningful discussions, critical thinking, and a love of reading. The book also highlights the
importance of diverse representation in YA literature, ensuring that all young people can find
themselves reflected in the stories they read. Furthermore, this guide explores the current issues
and trends shaping YA literature, such as the rise of diverse voices, the impact of technology, and
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lives of young people. Embark on this literary adventure and discover the magic of YA literature. Let
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pedagogical issues of English and Language Arts classrooms in relation to contemporary young adult
literature.

mystery novels for young adults: Handbook of Research on Children's and Young Adult
Literature Shelby Wolf, Karen Coats, Patricia Enciso, Christine Jenkins, 2011-04-27 This landmark
volume is the first to bring together leading scholarship on children’s and young adult literature
from three intersecting disciplines: Education, English, and Library and Information Science.
Distinguished by its multidisciplinary approach, it describes and analyzes the different aspects of
literary reading, texts, and contexts to illuminate how the book is transformed within and across
different academic figurations of reading and interpreting children’s literature. Part one considers
perspectives on readers and reading literature in home, school, library, and community settings.
Part two introduces analytic frames for studying young adult novels, picturebooks, indigenous
literature, graphic novels, and other genres. Chapters include commentary on literary experiences
and creative production from renowned authors and illustrators. Part three focuses on the social
contexts of literary study, with chapters on censorship, awards, marketing, and literary museums.
The singular contribution of this Handbook is to lay the groundwork for colleagues across disciplines
to redraw the map of their separately figured worlds, thus to enlarge the scope of scholarship and
dialogue as well as push ahead into uncharted territory.
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younger readers. Entries for works provide plot summaries and critical assessments, while author
entries focus on those aspects of the writers' lives most relevant to literature for young people. The
reference is a valuable selection tool for librarians and teachers and a useful guide for students.
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involving young adult literature in modern culture. This Element unfolds these relations focusing on
transmedia practices that bridge the dominant public discursive split between print based and
digital media. Today print and digital products work together as well as independently in
interconnected networks and these practices puncture ideas of a media hierarchy. Specifically, it is
demonstrated how literature for young people take part in transmedia storytelling on a macro level
but also in so-called cluster works that work as transmedia storytelling on a micro level.
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Adults, Ensuring Inclusion and Access, Second Edition, offers guidance to librarians confronted with
an expanding universe of published material from which to select. With special emphasis on the
principles of inclusion and accessibility, this new edition of Developing Library Collections includes
guidelines for creating a young adult collection development policy, conducting a needs assessment,
and evaluating and selecting print and nonprint material for the library’s YA collection.
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2015-06-24 In a time when almost any gritty topic can be featured in a young adult novel, there is
one subject that is avoided by writers and publishers. Faith and belief in God seldom appear in
traditional form in novels for teens. The lack of such ideas in mainstream adolescent literature can
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growing up is struggling with issues of spirituality. The underlying problem, of course, is that there
are so few writers who are willing to talk to teenagers about God, even indirectly, or who themselves
have the religious literacy for the task. Spirituality in Young Adult Literature: The Last Taboo tackles
a subject rarely portrayed in fiction aimed at teens. In this volume, Patty Campbell examines not
only realistic fiction, but young adult literature that deals with mysticism, apocalyptical end times,
and even YA novels that depict the Divine Encounter. Campbell maintains that fantasy works are
inherently spiritual, because the plots nearly always progress toward a showdown between good and
evil. As such, the author surmises that the popularity of fantasy among teens may represent their
interest in the mystical dimensions of faith and the otherworldly. In this study, Campbell examines
works of fiction that express perspectives from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism,
and Sikhism. Distinguished YA novelist Chris Crowe provides a chapter on Mormon values and



Mormon YA authors and how their novels integrate those values into their books. By looking at how
spirituality is represented in novels aimed at teens, this book asks what progress, if any, has been
made in slaying the taboo. Although most of the books discussed in this study are recent, an
appendix lists YA books from 1967 to the present that have dealt with issues of faith. A timely look at
an important subject, Spirituality in Young Adult Literature will be of interest to young adult
librarians, junior and senior high school teachers, and students and instructors of college courses in
adolescent literature, as well as to parents of teens.
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fun, stories, surprises and fantasies . From fashion suggestion to inspiring girl making mark in
Kalaripayyattu to fantasy fiction with women and men taking the lead roles, BeTales is a Winter
issue is a fun ride.

mystery novels for young adults: The Complete Guide to Hiring a Literary Agent Laura Cross,
2011 A guide to the process of getting an agent to represent your book. Once you have found your
literary agent, you will learn how to read contracts and accept offers, as well as what details your
agent will take care of.

mystery novels for young adults: Guide to Literary Agents 2020 Robert Lee Brewer,
2019-11-19 The Best Resource Available for Finding a Literary Agent! No matter what you're
writing--fiction or nonfiction, books for adults or children--you need a literary agent to get the best
book deal possible from a traditional publisher. Guide to Literary Agents 2020 is your go-to resource
for finding that literary agent and earning a contract from a reputable publisher. Along with listing
information for more than 1,000 agents who represent writers and their books, the 29th edition of
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Mystery Novels, Detective Stories Carolyn Wells, 2024-01-14 In her extensive anthology, CAROLYN
WELLS Ultimate Collection 'Ai 70+ Thrillers, Mystery Novels, Detective Stories, Carolyn Wells
showcases her mastery of the mystery genre through an impressive compilation of over seventy
narratives that span thrilling whodunits to intriguing detective tales. Written in the early 20th
century, Wells'Ad style blends a keen sense of humor with intricate plotting and vivid
characterizations, reflecting the era's fascination with psychological suspense and crime. Her works
often feature clever twists and engaging puzzles, appealing to the intellect of readers while ensuring
a riveting reading experience. The inclusion of both short stories and full-length novels provides
readers with a rich tapestry of mystery, highlighting Wells' versatility and evolution as a writer in a
genre that was becoming increasingly popular at the time. Carolyn Wells, a prolific writer and poet,
was influential in shaping the American mystery genre. Her background in literature and her ardent
passion for crafting narratives led her to produce a remarkable oeuvre, which not only entertained
but also critically examined social mores. Wells'Ad unique perspective as a woman in a
predominantly male-dominated field enabled her to infuse her works with a fresh insight, making her
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faced, and the key figures involved. Drawing upon vibrant interview material and deep archival
research, Rachel Lee Rubin reveals the way the faires established themselves as a pioneering and
highly visible counter cultural referendum on how we live now—our family and sexual arrangements,
our relationship to consumer goods, and our corporate entertainments. In order to understand the
meaning of the faire to its devoted participants, both workers and visitors, Rubin has compiled a
dazzling array of testimony, from extensive conversations with Faire founder Phyllis Patterson to
interviews regarding the contemporary scene with performers, crafters, booth workers and
playtrons. Well Met pays equal attention to what came out of the faire—the transforming gifts
bestowed by the faire's innovations and experiments upon the broader American culture: the
underground press of the 1960s and 1970s, experimentation with ethnic musical instruments and
styles in popular music, the craft revival, and various forms of immersive theater are all connected
back to their roots in the faire. Original, intrepid, and richly illustrated, Well Met puts the
Renaissance Faire back at the historical center of the American counterculture.

mystery novels for young adults: Comics to Classics Arthea J. S. Reed, 1994-10-01 For each
developmental stage between the ages of 10 and 18, educator Arthea J. S. Reed provides lists of
books organized by genre and carefully selected for teen appeal. In addition to a detailed
bibliography, Reed focuses on the particular challenges for each age group, and highlights
strategies for parents to persuade their children to read. This guide will help parents and teachers
choose the right books for every reading level and interest.

mystery novels for young adults: Novel & Short Story Writer's Market 2020 Amy Jones,
2019-11-19 The best resource for getting your fiction published! Novel & Short Story Writer's
Market 2020 is the go-to resource you need to get your short stories, novellas, and novels published.
The 39th edition of NSSWM features hundreds of updated listings for book publishers, literary
agents, fiction publications, contests, and more. Each listing includes contact information,
submission guidelines, and other essential tips. This edition of Novel & Short Story Writer's Market
also offers * Interviews with bestselling authors N.K. Jemisin, Min Jin Lee, James Patterson, and
Curtis Sittenfeld. * A detailed look at how to choose the best title for your fiction writing. ¢ Articles
on creating antagonistic characters and settings. * Advice on working with your editor, keeping
track of your submissions, and diversity in fiction.

mystery novels for young adults: As Good as Dead (Angel Delaney Mysteries Book #3)
Patricia H. Rushford, 2005-09-01 Reeling from her father's death, Angel Delaney is overcome with
emotion. While her family gathers to pay their last respects, she can't help but think of her missing
brother, Luke. As a private investigator, she has often thought of trying to find him. But it's been six
years since his sudden and mysterious disappearance, and Angel still has no substantial clues. Then
a close family friend is seriously wounded and evidence of criminal activity is uncovered. Is Luke
involved somehow? Angel can't believe that her brother could be a criminal, but her search to find
the truth takes her on an adventure across state lines and into the lives of more than a few
suspicious characters. A story of suspense and intrigue, As Good as Dead is the exciting and
captivating conclusion to the Angel Delaney Mysteries.

mystery novels for young adults: Animals in Young Adult Fiction Walter Hogan, 2009-07-01
Of the many themes occurring in young adult literature, one that bears more extensive exploration is
the adolescent-animal connection. Although substantial critical commentary has addressed
children's animal stories and animals in adult fiction, very few studies have been devoted to
adolescent-animal encounters. In Animals in Young Adult Fiction, Walter Hogan examines several
hundred novels and stories to explore the ways in which animals are represented in these works. In
additional to providing an historical survey, Hogan looks at both realistic fiction and speculative
works, including fantasy, supernatural, horror, and science fiction. Hogan reviews stories that
feature wild animal encounters, stories centered on relationships with horses, dogs, and other
working and performing animals, and those featuring relationships with pets. Drawing upon
established scholarship, this book examines human-animal relationships from multiple angles,
making it an invaluable resource for librarians, teachers, and students of children's and young adult



literature.
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