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The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani: A Journey Through Persian Art and History

the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani is more than just a historical novel; it is a
vivid tapestry weaving together the rich culture, artistry, and emotions of 17th-century
Persia. This captivating book invites readers into the life of a young woman navigating the
challenges of love, loss, and creativity against the backdrop of a flourishing Persian
society. If you’re intrigued by stories that blend history with personal growth, or if you
have an interest in Persian art and culture, this novel is a treasure worth exploring.

Exploring the World of The Blood of Flowers by
Anita Amirrezvani

Set in the Safavid era of Persia, the narrative of The Blood of Flowers by Anita
Amirrezvani immerses readers into a time when carpet weaving and miniature painting
were not only revered crafts but also essential parts of social and economic life. The story
follows the protagonist, a young woman skilled in carpet weaving, as she faces hardships
and strives to support her family after her father’s death.

The Historical Context and Setting

Understanding the historical setting of The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani
enriches the reading experience. The Safavid dynasty, which ruled Persia from the early
16th to the 18th century, was a period of immense cultural growth and artistic
achievement. The novel beautifully captures this era’s intricacies, from the bustling
bazaars and intricate designs of Persian carpets to the societal norms and gender roles
that shaped everyday life.

Amirrezvani’s portrayal is meticulously researched, offering readers a glimpse into the
socio-political atmosphere of the time. The vivid descriptions of Isfahan, the capital city,
bring the setting to life, making it almost a character in its own right.

Artistry and Craftsmanship: The Heart of the
Novel

One of the most compelling aspects of The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani is its
detailed depiction of Persian carpet weaving. The protagonist’s dedication to her craft is
not just a narrative device but a celebration of an ancient art form.



The Significance of Carpet Weaving in Persian Culture

Carpet weaving is an art steeped in symbolism and tradition. In the novel, Amirrezvani
highlights how this craft was more than just making beautiful rugs—it was a form of
storytelling, a way to preserve heritage, and a means of livelihood. The intricate patterns
and rich colors of Persian carpets often reflected stories from mythology, nature, and daily
life.

Through the protagonist’s eyes, readers gain insight into the painstaking process of
creating a carpet: from selecting the wool and dying the threads with natural colors to
designing patterns and knotting each thread meticulously. This hands-on portrayal invites
admiration not only for the artisan’s skill but also for the cultural importance of this craft.

Miniature Painting and Other Arts

Besides carpet weaving, The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani touches upon other
traditional Persian arts, such as miniature painting. These miniature artworks, known for
their delicate brushwork and vibrant colors, were often used to illustrate stories and
religious texts. The novel’s exploration of these arts enriches the cultural landscape and
shows the protagonist’s exposure to a variety of artistic expressions.

Character Development and Emotional Depth

Amirrezvani crafts a protagonist who is resilient, passionate, and deeply connected to her
craft. The emotional journey in The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani is as much
about self-discovery as it is about overcoming societal constraints.

Challenges Faced by Women in 17th-Century Persia

The novel doesn’t shy away from portraying the limitations and struggles women faced
during this period. From arranged marriages to restricted freedoms, the protagonist’s
story sheds light on the gender dynamics that shaped women’s lives. Through her
determination to master her craft and assert her independence, readers see a nuanced
portrayal of female empowerment in a historical context.

Love, Loss, and Resilience

At its core, The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani is a story of love and loss, woven
with threads of hope and resilience. The protagonist’s personal relationships, including
her marriage and the loss of loved ones, are depicted with sensitivity and realism. These
elements add emotional depth and make the historical narrative relatable to contemporary
readers.



Why The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani
Resonates Today

The novel’s appeal extends beyond its historical and cultural settings. Its themes of
perseverance, creativity, and identity resonate universally.

Lessons from the Past for Modern Readers

By delving into the life of a young woman whose artistry sustains her through adversity,
readers are reminded of the power of creativity and determination. The Blood of Flowers
by Anita Amirrezvani encourages reflection on how art can serve as a source of strength
and self-expression, even in challenging circumstances.

Appreciating Persian Culture and Heritage

In a world increasingly connected yet prone to cultural homogenization, books like The
Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani play a crucial role in preserving and sharing the
richness of Persian heritage. The novel fosters appreciation for the beauty and complexity
of Persian art, history, and society.

Tips for Readers Interested in Persian Historical
Fiction

If The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani sparks your interest in Persian history or
historical fiction in general, here are some suggestions to deepen your exploration:

Explore Other Persian Historical Novels: Works by authors such as Shahrnush
Parsipur or Azar Nafisi offer diverse perspectives on Persian culture and history.

Learn About Persian Art Forms: Delve into books or documentaries about Persian
carpets, miniature paintings, and calligraphy to enrich your understanding.

Visit Museums or Exhibitions: If possible, experience Persian art firsthand at
museums featuring Middle Eastern collections.

Engage with Persian Poetry: The poetry of Rumi, Hafez, and Ferdowsi
complements the cultural backdrop of the novel beautifully.

These steps can enhance your appreciation for the themes and settings found in The Blood
of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani and similar works.



Reading The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani is like stepping into a richly woven
tapestry of history, art, and human spirit. It invites readers to connect with a world both
distant and deeply resonant, where the blood of flowers—the passion and sacrifice behind
beauty and creation—flows through every page. Whether you’re drawn to historical
fiction, Persian culture, or stories of resilience and artistry, this novel offers a unique and
memorable experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Blood of Flowers' by
Anita Amirrezvani?
'The Blood of Flowers' explores themes of resilience, art, love, and the struggles of women
in 17th century Persia, particularly focusing on the protagonist's journey through hardship
and her pursuit of beauty and independence.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Blood of Flowers' and
what is her significance?
The protagonist is a young woman named Shireen, whose story highlights the challenges
faced by women in Safavid Persia as she navigates loss, apprenticeship in carpet weaving,
and personal growth.

How does Anita Amirrezvani incorporate Persian culture
in 'The Blood of Flowers'?
Amirrezvani richly weaves Persian culture into the novel through detailed descriptions of
traditional carpet weaving, historical settings, customs, and the social roles of women
during the Safavid era.

What role does carpet weaving play in the novel 'The
Blood of Flowers'?
Carpet weaving is central to the narrative, symbolizing both artistic expression and
economic survival. It serves as a metaphor for Shireen's creativity, resilience, and her
connection to Persian heritage.

Is 'The Blood of Flowers' based on historical events?
While 'The Blood of Flowers' is a work of historical fiction, it is set against the backdrop of
17th-century Persia and incorporates historically accurate details about the Safavid
dynasty, Persian art, and societal norms.



What challenges does Shireen face as a female carpet
weaver in the novel?
Shireen faces gender-based restrictions, social expectations, personal loss, and the
physical demands of carpet weaving, all while striving for autonomy and recognition in a
male-dominated society.

How has 'The Blood of Flowers' been received by critics
and readers?
'The Blood of Flowers' has been praised for its lyrical prose, vivid portrayal of Persian
culture, and strong female protagonist, resonating with readers interested in historical
fiction and stories of women's empowerment.

Additional Resources
The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani: A Literary Exploration of Persian Culture and
Female Resilience

the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani is a captivating historical novel that delves
deep into 17th-century Persian society through the eyes of a young woman navigating the
complexities of tradition, artistry, and survival. This work stands out not only for its vivid
storytelling but also for its intricate portrayal of Persian culture, gender roles, and the
transformative power of art. As a rich tapestry woven with elements of history, romance,
and social commentary, The Blood of Flowers offers readers an immersive experience that
transcends time and geography.

In-depth Analysis of The Blood of Flowers by
Anita Amirrezvani

The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani is set during the Safavid era, a period
recognized for its flourishing arts and the intricate beauty of Persian carpets. The novel’s
protagonist, a young woman named Shahrzad, is apprenticed to her father, a master
carpet designer, and embarks on a journey that intertwines personal tragedy with artistic
mastery. The narrative provides a rare glimpse into the craftsmanship of Persian carpet
making, a central motif that symbolizes both cultural identity and the protagonist’s
resilience.

Amirrezvani’s approach in The Blood of Flowers is characterized by meticulous research
and lyrical prose. She immerses readers in the sensory world of Persian artisanship — the
dyes derived from plants and insects, the complex symbolism embedded in carpet designs,
and the communal effort behind each masterpiece. This attention to detail elevates the
novel beyond a mere historical account, transforming it into a narrative that honors the
artistry and labor behind one of Persia’s most celebrated exports.



Moreover, the novel does not shy away from exploring the restrictive societal roles
imposed on women during this era. Through Shahrzad’s experiences, readers witness the
tension between tradition and individuality, underscored by themes of loss, love, and
empowerment. The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani thus functions as both a
historical document and a feminist narrative, offering insight into the struggles and
triumphs of women in a patriarchal society.

Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding The Blood of Flowers requires an appreciation of the Safavid dynasty’s
cultural and political climate. The Safavid period (1501–1736) marked a renaissance in
Persian art, architecture, and Shi’a Islam’s establishment as the state religion. The novel
vividly reconstructs this era, painting a picture of Isfahan’s bustling marketplaces, the
grandeur of royal courts, and the intimate spaces where artisans toiled.

The depiction of carpet weaving is particularly significant, as Persian carpets are globally
recognized symbols of the country’s artistic heritage. Amirrezvani’s novel highlights the
painstaking process of designing and producing carpets, emphasizing how each pattern
and color carries historical and spiritual meaning. This cultural immersion serves to
educate readers about the origins of Persian art forms while contextualizing the
protagonist’s personal journey.

Thematic Exploration: Art, Gender, and Survival

One of the most compelling aspects of The Blood of Flowers is its thematic depth. The
novel explores:

Art as Identity: Shahrzad’s role as a carpet designer reflects how art forms serve as
extensions of cultural and personal identity.

Female Empowerment: Despite societal constraints, Shahrzad’s determination to
master her craft and secure independence highlights female agency.

Resilience Amid Adversity: The protagonist’s journey through loss, betrayal, and
hardship underscores human endurance.

Tradition vs. Change: The tension between adhering to cultural norms and
pursuing individual aspirations is a recurring motif.

These themes resonate with contemporary readers, bridging historical narrative with
modern discussions about gender roles and cultural preservation.



Comparative Insights: The Blood of Flowers and Other
Historical Novels

When positioned alongside other historical novels centered on Middle Eastern or Persian
settings, The Blood of Flowers distinguishes itself through its focus on craftsmanship and
female perspective. For instance, while works like Azar Nafisi’s “Reading Lolita in Tehran”
explore Iranian society through memoir and literary critique, Amirrezvani chooses the
fictional historical narrative to illuminate a less commonly told story.

Similarly, compared to Khaled Hosseini’s novels that often depict Afghanistan’s socio-
political turmoil, The Blood of Flowers is more introspective and artistic, emphasizing
cultural heritage over conflict. This nuanced approach appeals to readers interested in
cultural history and the arts, providing a complementary perspective to more politically
focused narratives.

Features and Literary Style of The Blood of
Flowers

Anita Amirrezvani’s writing style in The Blood of Flowers is notable for its evocative
imagery and detailed descriptions. The prose flows with a poetic rhythm that mirrors the
intricate patterns of Persian carpets, creating a sensory-rich reading experience. The
author employs first-person narration, allowing readers intimate access to Shahrzad’s
thoughts and emotions, which enhances empathy and engagement.

The novel’s structure is straightforward yet effective, balancing moments of tension with
lyrical passages that celebrate beauty and tradition. This interplay between narrative
momentum and descriptive depth ensures that readers remain invested in both the plot
and the cultural exposition.

From an SEO perspective, The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani naturally attracts
interest from audiences searching for historical fiction set in Persia, novels about carpet
weaving, and stories centered on women’s experiences in Middle Eastern history.
Keywords like “Persian carpet craftsmanship,” “Safavid era fiction,” and “female
protagonists in historical novels” are organically integrated within the narrative,
improving discoverability without compromising readability.

Pros and Cons of The Blood of Flowers

Pros:

Rich historical detail that educates and immerses readers.

Strong, nuanced female protagonist who defies traditional roles.



Lyrical writing style that enhances cultural appreciation.

Insightful exploration of Persian art and symbolism.

Cons:

Some readers might find the pacing slow due to extensive descriptive passages.

The novel’s focus on cultural and artistic detail may overshadow plot
progression for those seeking fast-paced narratives.

These considerations reflect the novel’s dual role as both a literary work and a cultural
artifact.

Reception and Impact

Since its publication, The Blood of Flowers has garnered positive critical reception for its
unique perspective and evocative storytelling. Literary critics often praise Amirrezvani’s
ability to capture a historical period with authenticity while giving voice to a female
character whose story might otherwise remain unheard. The novel has also been
recognized for contributing to a broader understanding of Persian culture in Western
literary circles.

Readers interested in historical fiction, women’s stories, and art history frequently cite
The Blood of Flowers as a memorable and moving read. Its inclusion in book clubs and
academic discussions underscores its relevance and appeal.

The novel’s impact extends beyond literature, encouraging renewed interest in Persian
carpets and traditional craftsmanship. This cultural curiosity supports preservation efforts
and fosters cross-cultural appreciation, highlighting the novel’s significance beyond
entertainment.

The Blood of Flowers by Anita Amirrezvani remains a compelling addition to the canon of
historical fiction. Its blend of artistry, history, and personal narrative invites readers to
explore a richly textured world where beauty and hardship coexist, and where a woman’s
determination to create art becomes a powerful act of survival.
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  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Blood of Flowers Anita Amirrezvani,
2007-06-05 A sensuous and richly-imagined historical novel that centers on a skilled young carpet
weaver, her arranged marriage, and her quest for self-determination in 17th-century Persia. In
17th-century Iran, a 14-year-old woman believes she will be married within the year. But when her
beloved father dies, she and her mother find themselves alone and without a dowry. With nowhere
else to go, they are forced to sell the brilliant turquoise rug the young woman has woven to pay for
their journey to Isfahan, where they will work as servants for her uncle, a rich rug designer in the
court of the legendary Shah Abbas the Great. Despite her lowly station, the young woman blossoms
as a brilliant designer of carpets, a rarity in a craft dominated by men. But while her talent
flourishes, her prospects for a happy marriage grow dim. Forced into a secret marriage to a wealthy
man, the young woman finds herself faced with a daunting decision: forsake her own dignity, or risk
everything she has in an effort to create a new life.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Blood Of Flowers Anita Amirrezvani,
2010-04-01 'Sensuous and transporting... filled with the colours, tastes and fragrances of life in 17th
century Isfahan. Amirrezvani clearly knows and loves the ways of old Iran, and brings them to life
with the cadences of a skilled story-spinner' Geraldine Brooks THE BLOOD OF FLOWERS is a
mesmerizing historical novel about a young Iranian woman whose destiny changes on the sudden
death of her father. Forced to leave their village, the woman and her mother travel to the beautiful
city of Isfahan, where they are taken in by an uncle, a wealthy carpet designer, and his
unsympathetic wife. When an ill-considered action results in the heroine's fall from grace, she is
forced into an extraordinary secret marriage. Spirited and rebellious, she wants to be free to live a
life her own choosing, if she can find a way. 'The most wonderful book... Fascinating, totally original
and utterly gripping' Esther Freud 'The prose... positively glows on the page, and the
characterisation is similarly acute, notably of the wonderfully drawn heroine. As a journey into a
society that will be alien to most readers, this is a remarkable achievement' Barry Forshaw
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Readers’ Advisory Guide to Historical
Fiction Jennifer S. Baker, 2015 Whether set in ancient Egypt, Feudal Japan, the Victorian Age, or
Civil War-era America, historical fiction places readers squarely at the center of fascinating times
and places, making it one of the most popular genres in contemporary publishing. The definitive
resource for librarians and other book professionals, this guideProvides an overview of historical
fiction’s roots, highlighting foundational classics, and explores the genre in terms of its scope and
styleCovers the latest and most popular authors and titlesDiscusses appeal characteristics and
shows how librarians can use a reader's favorite qualities to make suggestionsIncludes lists of
recommendations, with a compendium of print and web-based resourcesOffers marketing tips for
getting the word out to readersEmphasizing an appreciation of historical fiction in its many forms
and focusing on what fans enjoy, this guide provides a fresh take on a durable genre.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Equal of the Sun Anita Amirrezvani, 2012-06-05
*“Gripping.” —The Washington Post * “ A story of intrigue and action…[whose] scheming and
parricide rival A Game of Thrones.” —San Francisco Chronicle* Based loosely on the life of Princess
Pari Khan Khanoom, Equal of the Sun is a riveting story of political intrigue and a moving portrait of
the unlikely bond between a princess and a eunuch. Iran in 1576 is a place of wealth and dazzling
beauty. But when the Shah dies without having named an heir, the court is thrown into tumult.
Princess Pari, the Shah’s daughter and protégée, knows more about the inner workings of the state
than almost anyone, but her maneuvers to instill order after her father’s sudden death incite
resentment and dissent. Pari and her closest adviser, Javaher, a eunuch able to navigate the harem
as well as the world beyond the palace walls, possess an incredible tapestry of secrets that explode
in a power struggle of epic proportions. Legendary women—from Anne Boleyn to Queen Elizabeth I
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to Mary, Queen of Scots—changed the course of history in the royal courts of sixteenth-century
England. They are celebrated in history books and novels, but few people know of the powerful
women in the Muslim world, who formed alliances, served as key advisers to rulers, lobbied for
power on behalf of their sons, and ruled in their own right. In Equal of the Sun, Anita Amirrezvani’s
gorgeously crafted tale of power, loyalty, and love in the royal court of Iran, she brings one such
woman to life, Princess Pari Khan Khanoom Safavi. Amirrezvani is a master storyteller, and in her
lustrous prose this rich and labyrinthine world comes to vivid life with a stunning cast of characters,
passionate and brave men and women who defy or embrace their destiny in a Machiavellian game
played by those who lust for power and will do anything to attain it.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Cushion in the Road Alice Walker,
2013-04-09 The National Book Award– and Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Color Purple
explores our modern world with “compassion, courage, and humor” (Booklist). Alice Walker once
ached for retirement, but in the turmoil of the Democratic primaries and the economic collapse of
2008, she realized she simply had a great deal more to say. Leaving her meditation cushion behind,
she found herself traveling the world once again to speak of our intertwined personal, spiritual, and
political destinies through ruminations, poems, essays, and letters. At the height of her literary
powers, this revered American novelist, poet, essayist, and activist invites readers on a journey of
political awakening and spiritual insight. While visiting subjects she has addressed throughout her
career—including racism, Africa, Palestinian solidarity, and Cuba—as well as addressing emergent
issues, such as the presidency of Barack Obama and health care, Walker explores her conflicting
impulses to retreat into inner contemplation and to remain deeply engaged with the world. Rich with
humor and wisdom, and informed by Walker’s unique eye for the details of human and natural
experience, The Cushion in the Road is “a heartfelt response to a new generation’s yearning for
public service” (Kirkus Reviews). “Walker’s concern for the state of humanity and the planet comes
through as impassioned and genuine.” —Publishers Weekly “Quintessential Alice Walker: edgy,
demanding, prayerful, loving, and aware. An essential companion for those who wish to be a force
for positive change in our perpetually challenging world.” —ForeWord Magazine “Infused with a
quiet grace and gentle resolve to act responsibly.” —Kirkus Reviews
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Faraj! Kira Van Deusen, 2016-05-26 Faraj is a
Farsi word meaning an opening, a blessing, a space of possibility. Ābtin journeys for a whole year,
across deserts and mountains to the sea. The young Zoroastrian hopes to come to terms with his
harsh father and his own ambivalence about the art of carpet weaving. He dreams of Mitrā, a
Muslim girl who waits for him back home, gathering medicinal plants in the barren lands, struggling
with her family's pressure to marry and a stranger's accusations of sorcery. Once reunited, Ābtin
and Mitrā realize that both of their religions will forbid their marriage. Gossip is rampant and
persecution of Zoroastrians is on the rise. Faraj: A Space of Possibility is set amidst the mud-brick
houses, wind towers, and tiled mosques of 17th century Yazd-a crossroads on the Silk Road. We
follow Ābtin and Mitrā as they work to reconcile their communities, often at risk to themselves.
Together they experience mysticism, danger, and the ups and downs of young love. Gaining
confidence in their callings as carpet weaver and healer, Ābtin and Mitrā search for a way to be
together. They yearn for a space of possibility - faraj....
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Secret Keeper of Jaipur Alka Joshi,
2021-06-22 A NEW NOVEL BY THE AUTHOR OF THE HENNA ARTIST, A REESE'S BOOK CLUB
PICK Good Morning America’s “27 Books for June PopSugar’s Best Summer Reads of 2021 In New
York Times bestselling author Alka Joshi’s intriguing new novel, henna artist Lakshmi arranges for
her protégé, Malik, to intern at the Jaipur Palace in this tale rich in character, atmosphere, and
lavish storytelling. It’s the spring of 1969, and Lakshmi, now married to Dr. Jay Kumar, directs the
Healing Garden in Shimla. Malik has finished his private school education. At twenty, he has just
met a young woman named Nimmi when he leaves to apprentice at the Facilities Office of the Jaipur
Royal Palace. Their latest project: a state-of-the-art cinema. Malik soon finds that not much has
changed as he navigates the Pink City of his childhood. Power and money still move seamlessly



among the wealthy class, and favors flow from Jaipur’s Royal Palace, but only if certain secrets
remain buried. When the cinema’s balcony tragically collapses on opening night, blame is placed
where it is convenient. But Malik suspects something far darker and sets out to uncover the truth. As
a former street child, he always knew to keep his own counsel; it’s a lesson that will serve him as he
untangles a web of lies. Captivated me from the first chapter to the last page. —Reese Witherspoon
on The Henna Artist Don’t miss THE PERFUMIST OF PARIS! The final chapter in Alka Joshi’s New
York Times bestselling Jaipur trilogy!
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Tremors Anita Amirrezvani, Persis Karim,
2013-02-01 This groundbreaking anthology brings together twenty-seven authors from a wide range
of experiences that offer new perspectives on the Iranian American story. The authors in Tremors
represent the maturing voice of Iranian American fiction from the vantage point of those who were
born and raised in Iran, as well as those writers who reflect a more distant, but still important,
connection to their Iranian heritage. Altogether, these narratives capture the diversity of the Iranian
diaspora and complicate the often-narrow view of Iranian culture represented in the media. The
stories and novel excerpts explore the deeply human experiences of one of the newest immigrant
groups to the United States in its attempts to adjust and assimilate in the face of major historical
upheavals such as the 1979 Iranian revolution, the hostage crisis, and the attacks of September 11,
2001. The stories set in Iran testify to the resilience, dignity, and humor of a people rich in history
and culture.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Henna Artist Alka Joshi, 2020-03-03 A NEW
YORK TIMES BEST SELLER A REESE WITHERSPOON x HELLO SUNSHINE BOOK CLUB PICK
Captivated me from the first chapter to the final page.—Reese Witherspoon Vivid and compelling in
its portrait of one woman’s struggle for fulfillment in a society pivoting between the traditional and
the modern, The Henna Artist opens a door into a world that is at once lush and fascinating, stark
and cruel. Escaping from an abusive marriage, seventeen-year-old Lakshmi makes her way alone to
the vibrant 1950s pink city of Jaipur. There she becomes the most highly requested henna
artist—and confidante—to the wealthy women of the upper class. But trusted with the secrets of the
wealthy, she can never reveal her own… Known for her original designs and sage advice, Lakshmi
must tread carefully to avoid the jealous gossips who could ruin her reputation and her livelihood. As
she pursues her dream of an independent life, she is startled one day when she is confronted by her
husband, who has tracked her down these many years later with a high-spirited young girl in tow—a
sister Lakshmi never knew she had. Suddenly the caution that she has carefully cultivated as
protection is threatened. Still she perseveres, applying her talents and lifting up those that surround
her as she does. “Eloquent and moving…Joshi masterfully balances a yearning for self-discovery with
the need for familial love.”—Publishers Weekly Look for The Secret Keeper of Jaipur and The
Perfumist of Paris from New York Times bestselling author Alka Joshi!
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Writing Back Through Our Mothers Tegan
Zimmerman, 2014 For the first time in the literary tradition, the contemporary woman's historical
novel (post-1970) is surveyed from a transnational feminist perspective. Analyzing the maternal (the
genre's central theme) reveals that historical fiction is a transnational feminist means for
challenging historical erasures, silences, normative sexuality, political exclusion, and divisions of
labor. (Series: Contributions to Transnational Feminism - Vol. 5)
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Complete Review Guide to Contemporary
World Fiction M.A. Orthofer, 2016-04-19 A user-friendly reference for English-language readers
who are eager to explore contemporary fiction from around the world. Profiling hundreds of titles
and authors from 1945 to today, with an emphasis on fiction published in the past two decades, this
guide introduces the styles, trends, and genres of the world's literatures, from Scandinavian crime
thrillers and cutting-edge Chinese works to Latin American narco-fiction and award-winning French
novels. The book's critical selection of titles defines the arc of a country's literary development.
Entries illuminate the fiction of individual nations, cultures, and peoples, while concise biographies
sketch the careers of noteworthy authors. Compiled by M. A. Orthofer, an avid book reviewer and



the founder of the literary review site the Complete Review, this reference is perfect for readers who
wish to expand their reading choices and knowledge of contemporary world fiction. “A bird's-eye
view of titles and authors from everywhere―a book overfull with reminders of why we love to read
international fiction. Keep it close by.”—Robert Con Davis-Udiano, executive director, World
Literature Today “M. A. Orthofer has done more to bring literature in translation to America than
perhaps any other individual. [This book] will introduce more new worlds to you than any other book
on the market.”—Tyler Cowen, George Mason University “A relaxed, riverine guide through the main
currents of international writing, with sections for more than a hundred countries on six
continents.”—Karan Mahajan, Page-Turner blog, The New Yorker
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Gender and the City before Modernity Lin
Foxhall, Gabriele Neher, 2012-04-17 Gender and the City before Modernity presents a series of
multi-disciplinary readings that explore issues relating to the role of gender in a variety of cities of
the ancient, medieval, and early modern worlds. Presents an inter-disciplinary collection of readings
that reveal new insights into the intersection of gender, temporality, and urban space Features a
wide geographical and methodological range Includes numerous illustrations to enhance clarity
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Tribeswomen of Iran Julia Huang, 2014-09-19
Since the revolution in 1979, the Islamic Republic of Iran has permitted very few Western scholars
to conduct research in the country. Foreign travellers and media persons have limited access and
much Iranian scholarship tends to focus on the realms of politics and government. Here Julia Huang
provides a remarkable account of local tribal Iranian life, offering a rare glimpse into the daily
rhythms and social richness beyond the capital city of Tehran. The Qashqa'i are a confederation of
nomadic tribes, of which the Qermezi ('Red Ones') are one, migrating semiannually between winter
pastures near the Persian Gulf and summer pastures southwest of the city of Isfahan. Huang has
visited and traveled with the Qermezi for extended periods across fourteen years. Drawing on her
experiences, participation and observation, she offers an intimate window onto their life. She
focuses on a small group of women spanning four generations who are part of a large extended
family, and describes their ways of life, their activities and interactions, and their distinctive
sociocultural and ecological setting. Like other nomadic peoples around the world, the Qashqa'i
increasingly face pressures that threaten their livelihoods, lifestyles and culture. Huang shows us
how women negotiate compromises between customary tribal values and external influences, and
sketches their efforts to resist the influences of an Islamizing, modernizing and centralizing
government. With shadows and resonances that rebound across the stories of these women, Huang
is able to present multiple perspectives on events and contentious issues, for instance the politicized
issue of women's state-mandated modest dress. Huang also explains how the Turkic-speaking
Qashqa'i relate to the wider Iranian society and the Islamic Republic of Iran, adapting to a rapidly
changing world while retaining tribal values and a distinctive ethnolinguistic identity as one of Iran's
national minorities. In describing life at the local level in Iran, Huang depicts a community largely
beyond the scope and reach of foreign travellers and the Western media. With rich ethnographic
description and analysis, intimate portraits of the private lives and spaces of women and children,
and diverse perspectives, this engagingly written account documents a disappearing way of life.
'Tribeswomen of Iran' is essential reading for all those interested in Iran, the Middle East,
anthropology, nomadism and gender.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Iran Today Manochehr Dorraj, Mehran Kamrava,
2008-10-30 Iran dominates the media headlines once again and has taken center stage in the U.S.
and European Union strategy toward the Middle East. A more nuanced understanding of Iranian
society has assumed even greater significance and urgency. Iran Today: An Encyclopedia of Life in
the Islamic Republic offers crucial insight for students and the general reader into an often
misunderstood and complex country that is shrouded in mystery and misperception. Heir to a long
history and a great culture and civilization, Iran embodies a rich, complex, and diverse mosaic that
defines its national identity. Diversity is also the operative word that describes Iranian landscapes
and geography, its multiple ethnic groups and their varied cultures and traditions, as well as the



uneven and vastly different levels of economic and industrial development, conflicting political
tendencies, and different and often contradictory social and cultural outlooks. Because of its
tumultuous recent political history, Iran appears to encapsulate all of these internal differences and
stark contrasts somewhat more distinctly than most of its neighbors. The 1978-1979 revolution
transformed the society and culture in fundamental ways and redefined social life. It created new
institutions of governance and Islamicized the culture, education and the legal system in an attempt
to create a new society that would usher in the reign of piety and virtue. Yet, Islamization had to
come to terms with pre-Islamic and illustrious Persian history and culture, as well as the realities of
an interdependent, postmodern, globalized world in which, as a developing country, Iran resides in
the periphery. Within this framework, the dynamics and complexity of social life in the Islamic
Republic unfold. This encyclopedia is the source for up-to-date, authoritative information on a full
range of critical topics of interest. Coverage of the Islamic Republic here falls into the general
categories of history, politics, economics, society and culture. The most significant aspects of the life
in Iran since the revolution-the era of the Islamic Republic so far-are stressed. The wide range of
entries shows the richness and complexity of Iranian society, its multiple and varied facets, its
expressions and outward manifestations, and its nuanced responses to political repression,
instability, war, pervasive crisis and the chronic tension between modernity and tradition. Some of
the entries designed to highlight these important phenomena revolve around the country's ethnic
mosaic, the social role and position of women, veiling, the educational system, sports, intellectuals,
the arts and artistic expression, literature, poetry, cuisine, healthcare, and the family. Other entries
range from regionalism and urban development to the petroleum industry, agriculture, the banking
system, issues of wealth and poverty, class structure and economic mobility, and the private sector.
In a number of significant areas economic, social and cultural phenomena intersect. These
intersections are reflected in entries on broadcasting and communications technology, the Internet,
public relations, electronic and print media, and family planning and healthcare. A chronology,
selected bibliography, and photos complement the entries.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Literature of the Iranian Diaspora Sanaz
Fotouhi, 2015-04-03 The 1979 Revolution in Iran caused the migration of millions of Iranians, many
of whom wrote, and are still writing, of their experiences. Formed at the junctions of Iranian culture,
English language and Western cultures, this body of work has not only formed a unique literary
space, offering an insightful reflection of Iranian diasporic experiences and its shifting nature, but it
has also been making a unique and understudied contribution to World Literatures in English as
significant as Indian, African and Asian writing in English. Sanaz Fotouhi here traces the origins of
the emerging body of diasporic Iranian literature in English, and uses these origins to examine the
socio-political position and historical context from which they have emerged. Fotouhi brings
together, introduces and analyses, for the first time, a significant range of diasporic Iranian writers
alongside each other and alongside other diasporic literatures in English. While situating this body
of work through existing theories such as postcolonialism, Fotouhi sheds new light on the role of
Iranian literature and culture in Western literature by showing that these writings distinctively
reflect experiences unique to the Iranian diaspora. Analysing the relationship between Iranians and
their new surroundings, by drawing on theories of migration, narration and identity, Fotouhi
examines how the literature borne out of the Iranian diaspora reconstructs, maintains and
negotiates their Individual and communal identities and reflects today's socio-political realities. This
book will be vital for researchers of Middle Eastern literature and its relationship with writings from
the West, as well as those interested in the cultural history of the Middle East.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Iranian Diaspora Literature of Women Leila
Samadi Rendy, 2020-08-10 No detailed description available for Iranian Diaspora Literature of
Women.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The New Yorker Harold Wallace Ross, William
Shawn, Tina Brown, David Remnick, Katharine Sergeant Angell White, Rea Irvin, Roger Angell,
2008-04



  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Genreflecting Diana Tixier Herald, Samuel
Stavole-Carter, 2019-05-24 Librarians who work with readers will find this well-loved guide to be a
treasure trove of information. With descriptive annotations of thousands of genre titles mapped by
genre and subgenre, this is the readers' advisor's go-to reference. Next to author, genre is the
characteristic that readers use most to select reading material and the most trustworthy
consideration for finding books readers will enjoy. With its detailed classification and pithy
descriptions of titles, this book gives users valuable insights into what makes genre fiction appeal to
readers. It is an invaluable aid for helping readers find books that they will enjoy reading. Providing
a handy roadmap to popular genre literature, this guide helps librarians answer the perennial and
often confounding question What can I read next? Herald and Stavole-Carter briefly describe
thousands of popular fiction titles, classifying them into standard genres such as science fiction,
fantasy, romance, historical fiction, and mystery. Within each genre, titles are broken down into
more specific subgenres and themes. Detailed author, title, and subject indexes provide further
access. As in previous editions, the focus of the guide is on recent releases and perennial reader
favorites. In addition to covering new titles, this edition focuses more narrowly on the core genres
and includes basic readers' advisory principles and techniques.
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: The Publishers Weekly , 2007
  the blood of flowers by anita amirrezvani: Healthy American Families John H. Scanzoni,
2010-04-22 This fascinating book compares progressive and more religiously conservative views and
their differing impacts on the health of families. Rejecting the definition of family promulgated by
the Religious Right, Healthy American Families: A Progressive Alternative to the Religious Right
offers an innovative approach to understanding 21st-century families. Proactive rather than reactive,
it explores the ways families have changed over the past 200 years and builds on that to elucidate
the larger forces that continue to redefine male and female roles and the shape of the modern family
unit. Part one of the book shows that the Religious Right's claim that a Golden Age of Families
existed when our country began is fallacious. Instead families have been changing since the days of
the Puritans. Part two picks up the threads to show how, in the wake of those changes, most of
today's families are healthier than families at the time of our country's founding. Healthy families,
the book asserts, spring from a blend of conservative ideals (responsibility and accountability) and
liberal ideals (innovation and change). The result is responsible change that benefits both the
individual and society.
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