standard american history myth

Standard American History Myth: Unpacking the Stories We Thought We Knew

standard american history myth is a phrase that calls to mind the many
stories and narratives taught in schools, often simplified or romanticized
versions of the past. These myths, while sometimes rooted in truth, have
shaped the collective understanding of America’s development, heroes, and
challenges in ways that gloss over complexity or omit uncomfortable facts.
Exploring these myths not only helps us gain a more accurate picture of
American history but also encourages critical thinking about how history is
told and remembered.

What Is the Standard American History Myth?

The standard American history myth refers to the widely accepted but often
simplified or idealized versions of historical events that have become part
of the national identity. These are the stories passed down through
textbooks, media, and cultural narratives that highlight certain themes—such
as exceptionalism, manifest destiny, and the idea of America as a land of
opportunity—while minimizing or ignoring contradictions and darker aspects.

For example, many Americans grow up learning about the Founding Fathers as
flawless heroes and the westward expansion as an unblemished march of
progress. However, when digging deeper, these stories reveal layers of
nuance, including conflicts with Native American tribes, the persistence of
slavery, and political compromises that were far from noble.

Common Standard American History Myths and
Their Realities

The Myth of the “Peaceful” Native American Encounter

One of the most enduring myths is that early settlers and Native Americans
coexisted peacefully and amicably. While some moments of cooperation existed,
the overarching reality was one of violence, displacement, and broken
treaties. The narrative of peaceful coexistence often serves to downplay the
scale of suffering experienced by indigenous populations due to colonization.

The truth involves complex interactions that included warfare, forced
removals like the Trail of Tears, and cultural suppression. Recognizing this
myth allows for a more honest discussion about the legacy of Native American
communities and their resilience.



The Founding Fathers as Perfect Heroes

Textbooks frequently portray figures such as George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin as paragons of virtue and wisdom. While
these men indeed played pivotal roles in establishing the United States, they
were also flawed individuals shaped by their times. For instance, many owned
slaves, and their political decisions sometimes conflicted with the ideals of
liberty and equality.

Understanding the Founding Fathers as complex characters rather than
untarnished heroes encourages a more nuanced appreciation of the country’s
origins and the ongoing struggle to realize its founding principles.

The “Manifest Destiny” as an Inevitable and
Justified Expansion

The idea that America was destined to expand from coast to coast is often
taught as a natural and positive progression. However, manifest destiny
justified aggressive policies that led to the displacement of Native
Americans, war with Mexico, and the expansion of slavery.

This myth obscures the violent and controversial nature of territorial
expansion and the ethical dilemmas it posed. By questioning this narrative,
we can better understand the consequences of expansionism and its impact on
various groups.

Why Do These Myths Persist?

There are several reasons why the standard American history myth continues to
be prevalent:

e Simplification for Education: Complex historical events are often
distilled into easier-to-understand stories for teaching purposes.

e National Identity: Myths help build a shared sense of pride and purpose
among citizens.

e Political Agendas: Certain narratives are promoted to support
contemporary values or policies.

e Cultural Reinforcement: Media, literature, and popular culture reinforce
simplified versions of history.



While these factors explain their persistence, they also highlight the
importance of continuously revisiting and revising historical narratives.

How to Approach American History Beyond the
Myths

Seek Multiple Perspectives

One of the best ways to move beyond standard myths is to explore history from
diverse viewpoints. This includes reading works by historians from different
backgrounds, indigenous authors, and scholars focused on marginalized
communities. Doing so offers a richer, more inclusive understanding of
America’s past.

Question Textbook Narratives

Encourage critical thinking by questioning the stories presented in textbooks
or classrooms. Ask why certain events are emphasized while others are
omitted. This habit helps uncover biases and leads to a deeper engagement
with history.

Use Primary Sources

Examining letters, speeches, official documents, and eyewitness accounts from
the time periods being studied provides unfiltered insight. Primary sources
can challenge or confirm commonly held beliefs and reveal the complexities of
historical events.

Understand the Role of Myth in History

Recognizing that myths serve a purpose—whether to unify a nation, inspire
patriotism, or simplify complex realities—allows us to appreciate their role
without accepting them uncritically. History is part storytelling, part
evidence-based analysis, and balancing these helps paint a fuller picture.

The Impact of Standard American History Myths



Today

The influence of these myths extends well beyond classrooms. They shape
political discourse, cultural identity, and social attitudes. For instance,
debates about monuments, holidays, and curriculum choices often revolve
around differing interpretations of historical events and figures.

Challenging the myths doesn’t mean rejecting the past but rather confronting
it honestly. This process can foster greater empathy, promote social justice,
and encourage a more informed citizenry. It also helps address ongoing issues
related to race, inequality, and national memory.

Reevaluating Monuments and Symbols

Many monuments erected to honor historical figures now spark controversy due
to their association with slavery, colonization, or oppression. Understanding
the myths and realities behind these figures allows communities to make
informed decisions about how to commemorate history.

Educational Reform and Inclusive History

Efforts to revise history curricula to include a broader range of voices and
experiences are growing. These initiatives aim to move beyond the standard
American history myth and present a more accurate and inclusive narrative
that reflects the country’s diversity.

Final Thoughts on the Standard American History
Myth

History is not static, and neither should be our understanding of it. The
standard American history myth offers a familiar storyline but often at the
expense of truth and complexity. By peeling back the layers of myth, we open
the door to richer discussions and a more comprehensive grasp of America's
past. This journey not only enriches our knowledge but also deepens our
connection to the ongoing story of the nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'standard American history myth’



generally referring to?

The 'standard American history myth' refers to the simplified and often
glorified narrative taught in schools that emphasizes American
exceptionalism, heroic founding fathers, and a linear progress story, while
downplaying or ignoring the experiences of marginalized groups and complex
historical realities.

Why is the 'standard American history myth'
considered problematic by historians?

Historians consider it problematic because it presents a one-sided, sanitized
version of history that omits critical perspectives such as those of Native
Americans, enslaved people, women, and immigrants, thereby limiting
understanding of the nation's true past and perpetuating misinformation.

How does the 'standard American history myth' affect
public perception of American history?

It shapes public perception by promoting a patriotic but incomplete view of
history, leading many to overlook systemic injustices, the consequences of
colonization, and ongoing social issues rooted in historical events.

What are some common examples of myths found in the
'standard American history' narrative?

Common myths include the idea that the American Revolution was universally
supported, that the Founding Fathers were flawless heroes, that the United
States was founded as a fully egalitarian society, and that westward
expansion was peaceful and justified.

How has education reform addressed the 'standard
American history myth'?

Education reform has introduced more inclusive curricula that incorporate
diverse perspectives, including those of indigenous peoples, African
Americans, women, and other marginalized groups, as well as critical
discussions about slavery, colonialism, and systemic racism to provide a more
accurate and comprehensive history.

What role do media and popular culture play in
perpetuating or challenging the 'standard American
history myth'?

Media and popular culture often perpetuate the myth by celebrating simplified
heroic narratives and patriotic themes, but they also have the power to
challenge it by producing documentaries, films, books, and other works that



explore overlooked or suppressed historical truths and promote critical
reflection.

Additional Resources

Standard American History Myth: Unraveling Common Misconceptions

standard american history myth is a phrase that captures the widespread
misunderstandings and simplified narratives often perpetuated in textbooks,
media, and popular culture. These myths, while sometimes rooted in kernels of
truth, tend to distort complex historical events, figures, and social
dynamics, creating a skewed collective memory of America’s past. As the study
of American history evolves with new research and perspectives, it becomes
crucial to critically examine these myths to foster a more nuanced
understanding.

Exploring the Origins of Standard American
History Myth

The construction of any national history involves selective storytelling,
often influenced by the political, cultural, and ideological climate of the
time. In the United States, the “standard” version of history that many learn
in school has traditionally emphasized themes like manifest destiny,
exceptionalism, and the triumph of democracy. However, these overarching
narratives sometimes overlook or minimize the experiences and contributions
of marginalized groups, including Native Americans, African Americans, women,
and immigrants.

For instance, the myth of the peaceful Pilgrims landing at Plymouth Rock and
coexisting harmoniously with Native Americans simplifies a far more complex
and violent history of colonization and conflict. Similarly, the portrayal of
the American Revolution as a unanimous fight for liberty glosses over the
internal divisions and the perspectives of Loyalists, enslaved people, and
indigenous nations. These simplified stories serve nationalistic purposes but
fail to capture the multifaceted realities of history.

Common Examples of Standard American History
Myths

The Myth of the Founding Fathers as Unanimous Heroes

One persistent myth is that the Founding Fathers were a unified group of



visionary men who flawlessly crafted the American republic. In reality, these
figures were deeply divided on key issues such as federalism, slavery, and
the rights of citizens. The Constitutional Convention involved intense
debates and compromises that often sidelined the voices of women, Native
Americans, and enslaved populations. Recognizing the contentious nature of
America’s founding enables a deeper appreciation of the political
complexities that shaped the nation.

The “Lost Cause” Narrative of the Civil War

The Civil War is frequently framed in popular culture as a conflict fought
over abstract ideals of states’ rights or honor, rather than the central
issue of slavery. The “Lost Cause” myth, which emerged in the post-war South,
romanticizes Confederate leaders and downplays the brutality of slavery,
perpetuating a distorted view of Southern history. This myth has had lasting
social and political impacts, influencing debates over Confederate monuments
and racial justice.

The Frontier and the Myth of Manifest Destiny

American expansion westward is often depicted as a heroic journey of pioneers
taming the wilderness and spreading civilization. This narrative glosses over
the violent displacement of Native American tribes, environmental
destruction, and the complex realities of frontier life. The myth of manifest
destiny justified aggressive policies and wars of expansion that had profound
consequences for indigenous peoples and other marginalized communities.

Why Standard American History Myths Persist

Several factors contribute to the endurance of these myths. Educational
curricula frequently prioritize a cohesive national story over controversial
or uncomfortable truths. This approach aims to instill patriotism and a sense
of shared identity but can inadvertently promote historical inaccuracies.
Additionally, political agendas and cultural biases often shape which
historical interpretations gain prominence.

Media representations, including films, television, and literature, also play
a significant role in perpetuating myths. Popular portrayals tend to favor
dramatic, heroic narratives that resonate emotionally with audiences but may
sacrifice factual accuracy for storytelling. The repetition of simplified
versions of history in public discourse reinforces these myths, making them
difficult to challenge.



The Role of Historiography and Revisionism

Historiography—the study of how history is written and understood-highlights
the evolving nature of historical interpretation. Revisionist historians seek
to revisit established narratives by incorporating new evidence, diverse
perspectives, and critical analysis. This process often challenges standard
myths and encourages a more inclusive and accurate portrayal of American
history.

For example, recent scholarship has brought to light the significant roles
played by enslaved Africans in building the nation’s economy, the
complexities of Native American resistance, and the contributions of women
and immigrants. These perspectives complicate traditional narratives but
enrich our understanding of the past.

Addressing the Impact of Standard American
History Myths

Understanding and confronting these myths has implications beyond academia.
Myths shape national identity, influence social attitudes, and affect
policymaking. Misrepresentations of history can perpetuate racial and
cultural stereotypes, hinder reconciliation efforts, and obstruct progress
toward equity.

Educational reforms aimed at diversifying curricula and promoting critical
thinking are essential steps in addressing these challenges. Encouraging
students to engage with primary sources, consider multiple viewpoints, and
analyze historical context fosters a more sophisticated grasp of American
history.

Benefits and Challenges of Revising Historical
Narratives

e Benefits: Promotes inclusivity, enhances critical thinking, supports
social justice, and provides a more honest understanding of the nation’s
past.

e Challenges: Resistance from political groups, cultural attachment to
traditional narratives, and the complexity of reconciling conflicting
perspectives.



The Future of American History Education

As society continues to grapple with questions of identity and justice, the
way history is taught and understood will remain a dynamic field. Digital
archives, interactive media, and interdisciplinary approaches offer new
opportunities to present a richer, more accurate portrayal of America’s past.

The ongoing dialogue between historians, educators, policymakers, and
communities is crucial to dismantling standard American history myths. This
collective effort can help cultivate a historical consciousness that
acknowledges the nation’s complexities and fosters a more inclusive American
story.

By critically examining these myths and embracing a multiplicity of
narratives, Americans can better appreciate the true tapestry of their
history—one marked by struggle, diversity, and resilience rather than
simplistic legends.
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standard american history myth: 23 Myths About the History of American Schools
Sherman Dorn, David A. Gamson, 2024 In this fascinating collection, some of the foremost historians
of education—including Barbara Beatty, Larry Cuban, Linda Eisenmann, Yoon Pak, John Rury, and
Jonathan Zimmerman—debunk commonly held myths about American schooling. Each short,
readable chapter focuses on one myth, explaining what the real history is and how it helped shape
education today. Contributors take on a host of tall tales, including the supposed agrarian origins of
summer vacation; exaggerated stories of declining student behavior and academic performance;
persistent claims that some people are born to be teachers; idealistic notions that the 1954 Brown
decision ended segregation in American schools; misleading beliefs that classrooms operate in ways
designed to fit the industrial era; and more. 23 Myths About the History of American Schools will
awaken the inner history nerd of everyone who ever asked, “How did we get this crazy school
system?” It will affirm the truth that its readers are as entitled to think critically about schooling as
anyone else. Contributors include Barbara Beatty, Larry Cuban, Linda Eisenmann, Yoon Pak, John
Rury, and Jonathan Zimmerman.

standard american history myth: Seven Myths of Native American History Paul Jentz,
2018-03-02 Seven Myths of Native American History will provide undergraduates and general
readers with a very useful introduction to Native America past and present. Jentz identifies the
origins and remarkable staying power of these myths at the same time he exposes and dismantles
them. —Colin G. Calloway, Dartmouth College

standard american history myth: Language Myths and the History of English Richard ].
Watts, 2011-03-03 Language Myths and the History of English deconstructs common myths about
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the historical development of English and looks at the ideological reasons for their existence.

standard american history myth: The Myth of American Religious Freedom David Sehat,
2011-01-14 In the battles over religion and politics in America, both liberals and conservatives often
appeal to history. Liberals claim that the Founders separated church and state. But for much of
American history, David Sehat writes, Protestant Christianity was intimately intertwined with the
state. Yet the past was not the Christian utopia that conservatives imagine either. Instead, a
Protestant moral establishment prevailed, using government power to punish free thinkers and
religious dissidents. In The Myth of American Religious Freedom, Sehat provides an eye-opening
history of religion in public life, overturning our most cherished myths. Originally, the First
Amendment applied only to the federal government, which had limited authority. The Protestant
moral establishment ruled on the state level. Using moral laws to uphold religious power, religious
partisans enforced a moral and religious orthodoxy against Catholics, Jews, Mormons, agnostics, and
others. Not until 1940 did the U.S. Supreme Court extend the First Amendment to the states. As the
Supreme Court began to dismantle the connections between religion and government, Sehat argues,
religious conservatives mobilized to maintain their power and began the culture wars of the last fifty
years. To trace the rise and fall of this Protestant establishment, Sehat focuses on a series of
dissenters--abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton, socialist Eugene
V. Debs, and many others. Shattering myths held by both the left and right, David Sehat forces us to
rethink some of our most deeply held beliefs. By showing the bad history used on both sides, he
denies partisans a safe refuge with the Founders.

standard american history myth: The Western Landscape in Cormac McCarthy and Wallace
Stegner Megan Riley McGilchrist, 2012-06-25 The western American landscape has always had
great significance in American thinking, requiring an unlikely union between frontier mythology and
the reality of a fragile western environment. Additionally it has borne the burden of being a
gendered space, seen by some as the traditional virgin land of the explorers and pioneers, subject to
masculine desires, and by others as a masculine space in which the feminine is neither desired nor
appreciated. Both Wallace Stegner and Cormac McCarthy focus on this landscape and environment;
its spiritual, narrative, symbolic, imaginative, and ideological force is central to their work. In this
study, McGilchrist shows how their various treatments of these issues relate to the social climates
(pre- and post-Vietnam era) in which they were written, and how despite historical discontinuities,
both Stegner and McCarthy reveal a similar unease about the effects of the myth of the frontier on
American thought and life. The gendering of the landscape is revealed as indicative of the attempts
to deny the failure of the myth, and to force the often numinous western landscape into parameters
which will never contain it. Stegner's pre-Vietnam sensibility allows the natural world to emerge
tentatively triumphant from the ruins of frontier mythology, whereas McCarthy's conclusions
suggest a darker future for the West in particular and America in general. However, McGilchrist
suggests that the conclusion of McCarthy's Border Trilogy, upon which her arguments regarding
McCarthy are largely based, offers a gleam of hope in its final conclusion of acceptance of the
feminine.

standard american history myth: The First U.S. History Textbooks Barry Joyce,
2015-08-27 This book analyzes the common narrative residing in American History textbooks
published in the first half of the 19th century. That story, what the author identifies as the American
“creation” or “origins” narrative, is simultaneously examined as both historic and “mythic” in
composition. It offers a fresh, multidisciplinary perspective on an enduring aspect of these works.
The book begins with a provocative thesis that proposes the importance of the relationship between
myth and history in the creation of America’s textbook narrative. It ends with a passionate call for a
truly inclusive story of who Americans are and what Americans aspire to become. The book is
organized into three related sections. The first section provides the context for the emergence of
American History textbooks. It analyzes the structure and utility of these school histories within the
context of antebellum American society and educational practices. The second section is the heart of
the book. It recounts and scrutinizes the textbook narrative as it tells the story of America’s



emergence from “prehistory” through the American Revolution—the origins story of America. This
section identifies the recurring themes and images that together constitute what early educators
conceived as a unified cultural narrative. Section three examines the sectional bifurcation and
eventual re-unification of the American History textbook narrative from the 1850s into the early 20th
century. The book concludes by revisiting the relationship between textbooks, the American story,
and mythic narratives in light of current debates and controversies over textbooks, American history
curriculum and a common American narrative.

standard american history myth: Myth America Kevin M. Kruse, Julian E. Zelizer, 2023-01-03
In this instant New York Times bestseller, America’s top historians set the record straight on the
most pernicious myths about our nation’s past. The United States is in the grip of a crisis of bad
history. Distortions of the past promoted in the conservative media have led large numbers of
Americans to believe in fictions over facts, making constructive dialogue impossible and imperiling
our democracy. In Myth America, Kevin M. Kruse and Julian E. Zelizer have assembled an all-star
team of fellow historians to push back against this misinformation. The contributors debunk
narratives that portray the New Deal and Great Society as failures, immigrants as hostile invaders,
and feminists as anti-family warriors—among numerous other partisan lies. Based on a firm
foundation of historical scholarship, their findings revitalize our understanding of American history.
Replacing myths with research and reality, Myth America is essential reading amid today’s heated
debates about our nation’s past. With Essays By Akhil Reed Amar ¢ Kathleen Belew ¢ Carol
Anderson ¢ Kevin Kruse ¢ Erika Lee ¢ Daniel Immerwahr ¢ Elizabeth Hinton « Naomi Oreskes ¢ Erik
M. Conway * Ari Kelman ¢ Geraldo Cadava ¢ David A. Bell ¢ Joshua Zeitz ¢« Sarah Churchwell ¢
Michael Kazin ¢ Karen L. Cox ¢ Eric Rauchway ¢ Glenda Gilmore ¢ Natalia Mehlman Petrzela ¢
Lawrence B. Glickman ¢ Julian E. Zelizer

standard american history myth: World Myth or History? ]J.G. Cheock, 2017-10-02 World
myth deciphered and organized into a coherent story of our past. It is almost impossible to read
world mythology without noticing common threads and patterns that seem to paint a bigger picture.
A story told by our ancient ancestors for future generations to remember and learn. What if the
eyewitnesses to past events were taken seriously? What if we listen to their stories with unbiased
ears, free of assumptions? What if their stories were backed up by scientific discoveries? What if the
myths can explain the mysteries?

standard american history myth: Native Americans: 22 Books on History, Mythology, Culture
& Linguistic Studies Lewis Spence, John Wesley Powell, James Owen Dorsey, Charles C. Royce,
Frank Hamilton Cushing, Washington Matthews, Garrick Mallery, Cyrus Thomas, Clay MacCauley,
Edward S. Curtis, James Mooney, Alexander Scott Withers, Franz Boas, Elias Johnson, Erminnie A.
Smith, John Stevens Cabot Abbott, Joseph Kossuth Dixon, John Heckewelder, William C. Reichel,
Black Hawk, Charles M. Scanlan, William John McGee, John G. Bourke, 2023-12-01 Native
Americans: 22 Books on History, Mythology, Culture & Linguistic Studies offers a profound
exploration of the diverse tapestry of Indigenous life and thought. This anthology encapsulates a
myriad of literary styles, from historical accounts and cultural analyses to explorations of mythology
and linguistic studies. The collection stands out for its comprehensive scope, revealing the rich
complexity and profound wisdom of Native American traditions and experiences. Among these
works, certain writings strike a poignant chord, embodying the resilience and profound spiritual
insights that are integral to Native cultures. The anthology creates a scholarly tapestry that speaks
to the enduring and evolving nature of Native American identity. The contributors are a
distinguished assembly of scholars and observers, each bringing a unique perspective influenced by
their time and experience. Figures such as Franz Boas and Edward S. Curtis delve deeply into the
anthropological and ethnographic aspects of Indigenous communities, while others such as James
Owen Dorsey and Black Hawk offer intimate insights into linguistic and personal narratives.
Together, these authors shape a dialogue that aligns with significant cultural and literary
movements, deepening our understanding of Native American life across both historical and
contemporary contexts. This collection is an invaluable resource for readers seeking to engage with




the multifaceted dimensions of Native American heritage. It offers an unparalleled opportunity to
access a rich tapestry of voices and themes, each contributing to a greater comprehension of
Indigenous history and culture. Delving into this anthology is an educational journey, enabling
readers to appreciate the dialogue that emerges from this diverse set of authors and texts, and
inviting them to recognize the invaluable perspectives contained within its pages.

standard american history myth: American History/American Film John E. O'Connor,
Martin A. Jackson, 2016-10-06 In this pioneering work, sixteen historians analyse individual films for
deeper insight into US institutions, values and lifestyles. Linking all of the essays is the belief that
film holds much of value for the historian seeking to understand and interpret American history and
culture. This title will be equally valuable for students and scholars in history using film for analysis
as well as film students and scholars exploring the way social and historical circumstances are
reflected and represented in film.

standard american history myth: Locating American Studies Lucy Maddox, 1999 This
collection of 17 esays first printed in American Quarterly, the journal of the American Studies
Association. To mark the Association's 50th anniversary in 1998, the editor has brought together
works by a group of scholars which she believes provide a window into the history and evolution of
the practice of American studies. Each essay, originally published between 1950 and 1996 is
accompanied by a commentary in which a scholar from a related field provides critical information
for understanding the continuing importance of the work to the American Studies field. Contributors
include: Gene Wise; Henry Nash Smith; Barbara Welter; Alexander Saxton; and Kevin Mumford.

standard american history myth: Historical Narratives in the Soviet Union and
Post-Soviet Russia T. Sherlock, 2007-04-16 Establishing a causal link between historical discourse
and political change, this important book describes the role of historical discourse in establishing,
maintaining, or destroying elite and mass political identities in Soviet and post-Soviet space.

standard american history myth: Culture, Capitalism, and Democracy in the New America
Richard Harvey Brown, 2008-10-01 The United States is in transit from an industrial to a
postindustrial society, from a modern to postmodern culture, and from a national to a global
economy. In this book Richard Harvey Brown asks how we can distinguish the uniquely American
elements of these changes from more global influences. His answer focuses on the ways in which
economic imperatives give shape to the shifting experience of being American. Drawing on a wide
knowledge of American history and literature, the latest social science, and contemporary social
issues, Brown investigates continuity and change in American race relations, politics, religion,
conception of selfhood, families, and the arts. He paints a vivid picture of contemporary America,
showing how postmodernism is perceived and felt by individuals and focusing attention on the
strengths and limitations of American democracy.

standard american history myth: The Iowa Normal Monthly, 1897

standard american history myth: Anti-American Myths Arnold Beichman, 2023-05-09 In his
probing new introduction to Anti-American Myths, which was initially published twenty years ago as
Nine Lies About America, Arnold Beichman notes a powerful fact: what makes the United States
unique is not only its military power nor its huge economy, nor even its great technological
innovations. Rather, what differentiates the nation from virtually all others is that there is no
large-scale territorial movement whose sponsors seek to secede from the country and to establish a
new nation. And yet, anti-Americanism has characterized a small portion of ideologists whom
Beichman refers to as radical egalitarians. These prophets of doom still abound. Everywhere the glib
accusations are leveled: America is sick, racist, materialist, aggressive, decadent, and only violent
revolution can save it. Even the collapse of the Soviet Union and of socialist regimes in Eastern
Europe has not quelled the rhetoric of anti-Americanism. It is Beichman's aim to explain the roots of
such persistent opposition to American society as presently constructed. Tom Wolfe in his Foreword
shrewdly observes: This is not a book 'about America'... it is a book that uses the subject of the
United States as a device with which to explore the modern intellectual's retrograde habits of mind.
Beichman finds nothing particularly amusing about what American intellectuals do to rationality and



the English language, let alone the common weal, when they get on the subject of the United States.
But I, for one, find his demonstration of the hash these men have made of the mother tongue
extremely entertaining. When initially published, Beichman's classic was termed powerful,
persuasive and credible ... a laser beam of fact and reason by the Los Angeles Times, and a most
valuable antidote to a lot of cliche thinking and cliche thinking and cliche writing by the New York
Times. Edwin McDowell, in his review for the WaH Street Journal reminds the reader that Beichman
is not a rightwinger bent on defining the status quo. .. but unabashedly a man of the left... an
important figure in the international trade union movement.Anti-American Myths" will be of interest
to intellectual historians, political scientists, sociologists, and all readers interested in contemporary
social and political affairs.

standard american history myth: Latino Education in the United States V. MacDonald,
2004-11-12 Winner of a 2005 Critics Choice Award fromThe American Educational Studies
Association, this is a groundbreaking collection of oral histories, letters, interviews, and
governmental reports related to the history of Latino education in the US. Victoria-Maria MacDonald
examines the intersection of history, Latino culture, and education while simultaneously
encouraging undergraduates and graduate students to reexamine their relationship to the world of
education and their own histories.

standard american history myth: John Ford Ronald L. Davis, 2014-12-17 John Ford remains
the most honored director in Hollywood history, having won six Academy Awards and four New York
Film Critics Awards. Drawing upon extensive written and oral history, Ronald L. David explores
Ford’s career from his silent classic, The Iron Horse, through the transition to sound, and then into
the pioneer years of location filming, the golden years of Hollywood, and the movement toward
television. During his career, Ford made such classics as Stagecoach, The Grapes of Wrath, How
Green Was My Valley, and The Searchers-136 pictures in all, 54 of them Westerns. The complexity of
his personality comes alive here through the eyes of his colleagues, friends, relatives, film critics,
and the actors he worked with, including John Wayne, Henry Fonda, Maureen O’Hara, and Katharine
Hepburn.

standard american history myth: Mythmaking across Boundaries Ziileyha Cetiner-Oktem,
2016-04-26 This volume explores the dynamics of myths throughout time and space, along with the
mythmaking processes in various cultures, literatures and languages, in a wide range of fields,
ranging from cultural studies to the history of art. The papers brought together here are motivated
by two basic questions: How are myths made in diverse cultures and literatures? And, do all
different cultures have different myths to be told in their artistic pursuits? To examine these
questions, the book offers a wide array of articles by contributors from various cultures which focus
on theory, history, space/ place, philosophy, literature, language, gender, and storytelling.
Mythmaking across Boundaries not only brings together classical myths, but also contemporary
constructions and reconstructions through different cultural perspectives by transcending
boundaries. Using a wide spectrum of perspectives, this volume, instead of emphasising the different
modes of the mythmaking process, connects numerous perceptions of mythmaking and investigates
diversities among cultures, languages and literatures, viewing them as a unified whole. As the
essays reflect on both academic and popular texts, the book will be useful to scholars and students,
as well as the general reader.

standard american history myth: Rediscovering the Harlem Renaissance Eloise E.
Johnson, 1997 This collection of essays and reviews represents the most significant and
comprehensive writing on Shakespeare's A Comedy of Errors. Miola's edited work also features a
comprehensive critical history, coupled with a full bibliography and photographs of major
productions of the play from around the world. In the collection, there are five previously
unpublished essays. The topics covered in these new essays are women in the play, the play's debt to
contemporary theater, its critical and performance histories in Germany and Japan, the metrical
variety of the play, and the distinctly modern perspective on the play as containing dark and
disturbing elements. To compliment these new essays, the collection features significant scholarship



and commentary on The Comedy of Errors that is published in obscure and difficulty accessible
journals, newspapers, and other sources. This collection brings together these essays for the first
time.

standard american history myth: Inseparable: The Original Siamese Twins and Their
Rendezvous with American History Yunte Huang, 2018-04-03 “An astonishing story, by turns
ghastly, hilarious, unnerving, and moving.”—Stephen Greenblatt, author of The Rise and Fall of
Adam and Eve In this “excellent” portrait of America’s famed nineteenth-century Siamese twins,
celebrated biographer Yunte Huang discovers in the conjoined lives of Chang and Eng Bunker
(1811-1874) a trenchant “comment on the times in which we live” (Wall Street Journal).
“Uncovering ironies, paradoxes and examples of how Chang and Eng subverted what Leslie Fiedler
called ‘the tyranny of the normal’ ” (BBC), Huang depicts the twins’ implausible route to assimilation
after their “discovery” in Siam by a British merchant in 1824 and arrival in Boston as sideshow
curiosities in 1829. Their climb from subhuman, freak-show celebrities to rich, southern gentry who
profited from entertaining the Jacksonian mobs; their marriage to two white sisters, resulting in
twenty-one children; and their owning of slaves, is here not just another sensational biography but
an “extraordinary” (New York Times), Hawthorne-like excavation of America’s historical penchant
for tyrannizing the other—a tradition that, as Huang reveals, becomes inseparable from American
history itself.
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