oxford history of french revolution

Oxford History of French Revolution: A Deep Dive into One of History’s Most
Pivotal Events

oxford history of french revolution serves as a gateway to understanding one
of the most transformative periods in modern European history. The French
Revolution, with its sweeping changes in political power, society, and
culture, has been extensively studied, but few resources match the depth and
scholarly rigor found in the Oxford History series. This body of work not
only chronicles the dramatic events but also provides nuanced interpretations
that help readers grasp the complexities of revolutionary France.

What Makes the Oxford History of French
Revolution Stand Out?

When exploring the French Revolution, countless books and articles vie for
attention. However, the Oxford History of French Revolution distinguishes
itself through its comprehensive approach and academic precision. It draws
upon a vast range of primary sources, offering detailed narratives alongside
critical analysis. This makes it a go-to reference for students, historians,
and anyone fascinated by the era.

The series often incorporates perspectives that challenge traditional
narratives. Instead of merely focusing on the well-known figures like
Robespierre or Louis XVI, it dives into the experiences of everyday people,
the intricate socio-economic factors, and the ideological underpinnings that
propelled the revolution forward. This broader lens enriches the reader’s
understanding and presents a more inclusive history.

The Historical Context Behind the Revolution

To appreciate the Oxford History of French Revolution fully, it’'s essential
to grasp the conditions leading up to 1789. France was grappling with severe
financial crises, social inequality, and a rigid class system known as the
Estates-General. The monarchy’s extravagance and the burden of taxation on
the Third Estate—the commoners—created a boiling point.

Economic Pressures and Social Discontent

Economic hardship played a crucial role in fueling revolutionary sentiments.
Poor harvests, rising bread prices, and national debt contributed to
widespread unrest. The Oxford History of French Revolution meticulously



details these economic pressures, showing how they exacerbated tensions
between the privileged aristocracy and the struggling masses.

Political Structures and the Estates-General

A unique feature of the Oxford History series is its exploration of the
political mechanisms that failed France. The Estates-General, an assembly
representing the three estates, was convened after over a century of
dormancy, signaling the monarchy’s desperation. Yet, its rigid voting system,
where each estate had one vote, marginalized the Third Estate despite its
numerical majority. This political deadlock is a crucial narrative thread
explored in depth.

Key Events as Portrayed in the Oxford History
of French Revolution

The revolution is often boiled down to iconic moments, but the Oxford History
of French Revolution paints a detailed tapestry of events that shaped the
course of history.

The Storming of the Bastille

The 1789 storming of the Bastille remains a powerful symbol of popular
revolt. The Oxford History highlights not just the event itself but its
symbolic significance, marking the start of widespread rebellion and
signaling the collapse of royal authority.

The Reign of Terror

Few periods are as chilling and complex as the Reign of Terror. The Oxford
History delves into the motivations behind the radical measures taken by the
revolutionary government, including mass executions and political purges. It
presents a balanced view, acknowledging both the paranoia that gripped the
revolutionaries and their genuine desire to protect the revolution from
internal enemies.

Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte

The transition from revolutionary chaos to Napoleonic rule is another
critical theme. The Oxford History examines how the revolution’s ideals both
influenced and conflicted with Napoleon’s authoritarian ambitions, offering



insight into how revolutionary France paved the way for modern nation-state
development.

Intellectual Currents and Ideologies Explored

One of the strengths of the Oxford History of French Revolution lies in its
treatment of the ideas that fueled the revolution. Enlightenment philosophy,
calls for equality, and debates about sovereignty are woven throughout the
narrative.

Role of Enlightenment Thinkers

Philosophers like Rousseau and Voltaire provided intellectual ammunition for
revolutionaries. The Oxford History explores how their critiques of monarchy
and advocacy for liberty and fraternity inspired the revolutionary agenda,
influencing both leaders and common citizens.

The Evolution of Revolutionary Ideals

The revolution was not static; its goals and ideologies evolved dramatically.
From initial demands for constitutional monarchy to the establishment of a
republic and eventually imperial rule under Napoleon, the Oxford History
carefully traces these ideological shifts, making it clear how fluid and
contested revolutionary ideals were.

Why the Oxford History of French Revolution is
Essential for Students and Enthusiasts

For anyone looking to study the French Revolution in depth, the Oxford
History is an invaluable resource. It’s scholarly yet accessible, balancing
detailed analysis with engaging storytelling. The series also contextualizes
the French Revolution within broader European and global currents, helping
readers understand its worldwide impact.

Moreover, the Oxford History of French Revolution is regularly updated with
the latest research, ensuring that interpretations reflect contemporary
scholarship. Whether you’'re a history student writing a thesis or simply a
curious reader, this work provides clarity and insight that few other
histories can match.



Tips for Reading the Oxford History of French
Revolution

To get the most out of the Oxford History, consider these tips:

Start with the broader socio-political context: Understanding the pre-
revolutionary conditions will deepen your grasp of subsequent events.

Pay attention to the diverse perspectives: The Oxford History covers a
wide range of voices, including women, peasants, and political factions.

Use supplementary materials: Maps, timelines, and primary source
excerpts included in the series can enhance comprehension.

Reflect on the ideological debates: Consider how revolutionary ideals
resonate with or differ from modern political thought.

Impact of the French Revolution According to
Oxford Historians

The revolution’s legacy is vast, reshaping not only France but also
influencing democratic movements worldwide. Oxford historians emphasize how
the revolution challenged the divine right of kings, promoted secular
governance, and introduced concepts of citizenship and rights that
reverberate to this day.

The Oxford History of French Revolution also underscores the revolution’s
contradictions—the ideals of liberty and equality often clashed with violence
and authoritarianism. This complexity invites readers to appreciate the
revolution not as a simple tale of good versus evil but as a multifaceted
human drama.

Exploring the Oxford History of French Revolution opens up a rich world of
historical inquiry. It reveals how this epochal event was shaped by economic
struggles, political upheaval, and powerful ideas, making it a cornerstone
for understanding modern history. Whether you’re new to the topic or a
seasoned scholar, this history offers fresh perspectives and enduring lessons
about revolution, power, and change.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the 'Oxford History of the French
Revolution' about?

The 'Oxford History of the French Revolution' is a comprehensive scholarly
work that explores the origins, events, and consequences of the French
Revolution, providing detailed historical analysis and context.

Who is the author of the 'Oxford History of the
French Revolution'?

The 'Oxford History of the French Revolution' was written by William Doyle, a
renowned historian specializing in the French Revolution and 18th-century
France.

Why is the 'Oxford History of the French Revolution’
considered a significant work?

It is considered significant because it offers a thorough and balanced
overview of the French Revolution, combining political, social, and cultural
perspectives, and is widely used in academic settings.

When was the 'Oxford History of the French
Revolution' first published?

The first edition of the 'Oxford History of the French Revolution' was
published in 1989, with subsequent editions updating and expanding the
content.

How does the 'Oxford History of the French
Revolution' differ from other histories on the same
topic?

This work distinguishes itself by its clear narrative style, extensive use of

primary sources, and the author's ability to synthesize complex events into
an accessible yet scholarly account.

Is the 'Oxford History of the French Revolution’
suitable for beginners?

Yes, it is suitable for both beginners and advanced readers, as it provides
clear explanations without oversimplifying the complexities of the
revolution.

Are there any recent editions or updates to the



'Oxford History of the French Revolution'?

Yes, newer editions have been released that incorporate recent scholarship
and historiographical debates, ensuring the work remains current and
relevant.

Additional Resources

Oxford History of French Revolution: A Scholarly Examination

oxford history of french revolution stands as a pivotal reference in the
study of one of the most transformative periods in modern history. The French
Revolution, a complex and multi-faceted upheaval that reshaped not only
France but also the entire trajectory of Western political and social
thought, has been the subject of countless analyses. Yet, the Oxford History
of French Revolution distinguishes itself through its rigorous scholarship,
comprehensive narrative, and critical engagement with primary sources and
historiographical debates. This article delves into the unique features of
this acclaimed work, exploring how it contributes to our understanding of the
French Revolution and its enduring legacy.

Contextualizing the Oxford History of French
Revolution

The French Revolution, spanning from 1789 to 1799, heralded the collapse of
the Ancien Régime and the rise of republican ideals. Its complexity—ranging
from political factionalism and class struggle to ideological innovation and
international repercussions—requires a nuanced exploration. The Oxford
History of French Revolution undertakes this challenge by integrating
political, social, economic, and cultural dimensions into a coherent
narrative. Unlike many other accounts that focus predominantly on political
events or key figures like Robespierre and Napoleon, this Oxford volume
approaches the revolution with an interdisciplinary lens, providing readers
with a holistic overview.

Comprehensive Coverage and Scholarly Depth

One of the most commendable aspects of the Oxford History of French
Revolution is its meticulous attention to detail. The work typically spans
multiple volumes, each dedicated to specific phases of the revolution,
including the pre-revolutionary crisis, the revolutionary years, the Terror,
and the rise of the Napoleonic era. This segmentation allows for an in-depth
analysis of each period, supported by extensive archival research and a
critical review of contemporary writings.



Moreover, the series often features contributions from leading historians
specializing in different facets of the revolution. This collaborative
approach enhances the text’s authority and breadth, allowing readers to
engage with diverse interpretations and methodological approaches. The Oxford
treatment does not shy away from controversial topics such as the role of
violence, the ideological roots of revolutionary fervor, or the revolution’s
impact on women and marginalized groups.

Key Themes Explored in the Oxford History of
French Revolution

Political Transformation and Institutional Change

Central to the Oxford History’s analysis is the radical political
transformation that the revolution unleashed. The detailed examination of the
National Assembly, the Convention, and subsequent political bodies reveals
the complexities of revolutionary governance. The Oxford History highlights
how revolutionary ideals like liberty, equality, and fraternity translated
into concrete institutional reforms, while also exposing the inherent
tensions and contradictions in these efforts.

The work also critically evaluates the oscillation between democratic
aspirations and authoritarian measures, particularly during the Terror. By
situating these events within broader European political dynamics, the Oxford
History underscores the revolution’s dual nature as both a catalyst for
modern democracy and a source of political repression.

Social and Economic Dimensions

The Oxford History of French Revolution pays considerable attention to the
socio-economic undercurrents that fueled revolutionary change. It explores
how systemic inequalities, fiscal crises, and widespread discontent among
peasants and urban workers created fertile ground for revolt. Detailed
statistical data and economic analysis are integrated into the narrative to
provide a clearer picture of how economic hardship intersected with political
instability.

Furthermore, the series investigates the impact of the revolution on
different social strata, including the nobility, clergy, bourgeoisie, and the
emerging working class. This multi-layered approach enriches our
understanding of the revolution as not merely a political event but a
profound social upheaval.



Cultural and Ideological Shifts

Apart from political and economic factors, the Oxford History of French
Revolution delves into the cultural and ideological transformations that
defined the era. The text examines the proliferation of revolutionary
symbols, the role of propaganda, and the redefinition of citizenship and
national identity. Intellectual currents such as Enlightenment philosophy and
republicanism are scrutinized for their influence on revolutionary leaders
and masses alike.

This exploration extends to the revolution’s impact on art, literature, and
public rituals, illuminating how culture became both a vehicle for
revolutionary ideals and a battleground for competing visions of France’s
future.

Comparing the Oxford History with Other Major
Works

When juxtaposed with other seminal texts on the French Revolution, such as
Georges Lefebvre’s "The Coming of the French Revolution" or Simon Schama’s
"Citizens," the Oxford History offers a distinct advantage in its academic
rigor and comprehensive scope. Lefebvre’s Marxist interpretation foregrounds
class struggle, while Schama emphasizes the revolution’s violent and chaotic
nature. The Oxford History synthesizes these perspectives, providing a
balanced narrative that neither romanticizes nor demonizes the revolution.

Additionally, the Oxford History's use of new archival sources and
historiographical debates ensures that it remains relevant to contemporary
scholarship. Its critical approach to previously accepted narratives invites
readers to reconsider assumptions about the revolution’s causes and
consequences.

Strengths and Limitations

e Strengths: The Oxford History offers unparalleled scholarly depth,
multi-perspective analysis, and comprehensive coverage that appeals to
both academics and informed readers.

e Limitations: Its dense academic language and extensive detail might
prove challenging for casual readers or those new to French
revolutionary studies.



Why the Oxford History of French Revolution
Remains Essential

The enduring significance of the Oxford History of French Revolution lies in
its ability to contextualize a pivotal historical event within broader
narratives of political change, social transformation, and cultural
evolution. By weaving together diverse strands of analysis, it provides a
nuanced understanding that goes beyond simplistic interpretations.

For researchers, historians, and students, the Oxford History serves as a
foundational text that not only chronicles events but also interrogates the
meaning and legacy of the revolution. Its balanced treatment of contentious
issues and commitment to scholarly rigor make it an indispensable resource
for anyone seeking to grasp the complexities of the French Revolution.

The Oxford History of French Revolution thus stands as more than a historical

account—it is a critical tool for understanding how revolutionary ideals
continue to shape modern political and social thought across the globe.

Oxford History Of French Revolution
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oxford history of french revolution: Oxford History of the French Revolution William
Doyle, 2002

oxford history of french revolution: The Oxford History of the French Revolution William
Doyle, 1989-07-13 This is the most authoritative, comprehensive history of the French Revolution of
1789. Published to mark the bicentenary of its outbreak, this survey draws on a generation of
extensive research and scholarly debate to reappraise the most famous of all revolutions. Opening
with the accession of Louis XVI in 1774, the book traces the history of France through revolution,
terror, and counter-revolution, to the triumph of Napoleon in 1802; and analyses the impact of
events both in France itself and the rest of Europe. William Doyle shows how a movement which
began with optimism and general enthusiasm soon became a tragedy, not only for the ruling orders,
but for the millions of ordinary people all over Europe whose lives were disrupted by religious
upheaval, and civil and international war. It was they who paid the price for the destruction of the
old political order and the struggle to establish a new one, based on the ideals of liberty and
revolution, in the face of widespread indifference and hostility. - ;France under Louis XVI; A crisis of
confidence; The collapse of Government, 1776-1788; The Estates-General, September 1788-July
1789; The principles of 1789 and the reform of France; The breakdown of revolutionary concensus,
1790-1792; Europe and the Revolution, 1788-1791; The Republican Revolution, 1791-January 1793;
War against Europe, 1792-1797; The revolt of the Provinces; Government by terror, 1793-1794;
Thermidor, 1794-1795; Counter-revolution, 1789-1795; The directory, 1795-1799; Occupied Europe,
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1794-1799; An end to Revolution, 1799-1802; The Revolution in perspective; chronology; annotated
list of further reading -

oxford history of french revolution: The Oxford Handbook of the French Revolution David
Andress, 2015-01-22 The Oxford Handbook of the French Revolution brings together a sweeping
range of expert and innovative contributions to offer engaging and thought-provoking insights into
the history and historiography of this epochal event. Each chapter presents the foremost
summations of academic thinking on key topics, along with stimulating and provocative
interpretations and suggestions for future research directions. Placing core dimensions of the
history of the French Revolution in their transnational and global contexts, the contributors
demonstrate that revolutionary times demand close analysis of sometimes tiny groups of key political
actors - whether the king and his ministers or the besieged leaders of the Jacobin republic - and
attention to the deeply local politics of both rural and urban populations. Identities of class, gender
and ethnicity are interrogated, but so too are conceptions and practices linked to citizenship,
community, order, security, and freedom: each in their way just as central to revolutionary
experiences, and equally amenable to critical analysis and reflection. This Handbook covers the
structural and political contexts that build up to give new views on the classic question of the
‘origins of revolution'; the different dimensions of personal and social experience that illuminate the
political moment of 1789 itself; the goals and dilemmas of the period of constitutional monarchy; the
processes of destabilisation and ongoing conflict that ended that experiment; the key issues
surrounding the emergence and experience of 'terror'; and the short- and long-term legacies, for
both good and ill, of the revolutionary trauma - for France, and for global politics.

oxford history of french revolution: The Oxford History of the French Revolution. [Mit Kt.
-Skizzen U. Pl.] William Doyle, 1989

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution and the Birth of Modernity
Ferenc Fehér, 2023-11-15 Written from widely different perspectives, these essays characterize the
Great Revolution as the dawn of the modern age, the grand narrative of modernity. The scope of
issues under scrutiny is extremely broad, ranging from the analyses of the hotly debated class
character of 1789 and the problem of the nation state to the “Cult of the Supreme Being,” the
emancipation of the Jews, and the cultural heritage of the Revolution. This title is part of UC Press's
Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out
and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist
dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again
using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution Gary Kates, 2006 Collating key
texts at the forefront of new research and interpretation, this updated second edition adds new
articles on the Terror and race/colonial issues, and studies all aspects of this major event, from its
origins through to its consequences.

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
William Doyle, 2019-12-05 The French Revolution is a time of history made familiar from Dickens,
Baroness Orczy, and Tolstoy, as well as the legends of let them eat cake, and tricolours. Beginning in
1789, this period of extreme political and social unrest saw the end of the French monarchy, the
death of an extraordinary number of people beneath the guillotine's blade during the Terror, and the
rise of Napoleon, as well as far reaching consequences still with us today, such as the enduring
ideology of human rights, and decimalization. In this Very Short Introduction, William Doyle
introduces the French old regime and considers how and why it collapsed. Retelling the unfolding
events of the revolution, he analyses why the revolutionaries quarrelled with the king, the church
and the rest of Europe, why this produced Terror, and finally how it accomplished rule by a general.
Doyle also discusses how and why the revolution destroyed the age-old cultural, institutional, and
social structures in France and beyond. In this new edition, Doyle includes new sections highlighting
the main developments in the field since the first edition, before exploring the legacy of the
revolution in the form of rationality in public affairs and responsible government. ABOUT THE



SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

oxford history of french revolution: Revolutionary France, 1788-1880 Malcolm Crook,
2023 The French Revolution of 1789 represents a crucial moment in the birth of the modern world.
This text examines Revolutionary France as a whole, exploring issues of politics and society, culture,
and economics.

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution: A History in Documents Micah
Alpaugh, 2021-01-14 The French Revolution: A History in Documents explores the rapidly evolving
political culture of the French Revolution through first-hand accounts of the revolutionary (and
counterrevolutionary) actors themselves. It demonstrates how radical Enlightenment philosophy
fused with a governmental crisis to create a moment of new political possibilities unlike any the
world had previously seen. In so doing, the French and their allies generated a template for
revolutionary possibility from which virtually all subsequent political movements - liberalism,
abolitionism, socialism, anarchism, conservatism, feminism and human rights included - derived
inspiration. As well as providing an invaluable general introduction, vital contextual notes and
thematic bibliographies, Micah Alpaugh selects a fascinating range of pieces, drawing on Parisian,
provincial, colonial, and even international voices. From Enlightened dissent to apologias for terror,
from declarations of human rights to accounts of slave rebellions, from passionate arguments for
democratization to the authoritarian pronouncements of Napoleonic rule, this book presents the
French Revolution's evolution in all its awesome complexity. In addition to classic texts, Alpaugh
includes many lesser-known sources, a number of which are translated into English here for the first
time. This unique collection of 13 visual sources and over 90 documents, incorporating perspectives
from across class, gender, race and nationality, provides you with insights into the fervent debates,
pronouncements and proposals that spawned modern politics.

oxford history of french revolution: A Concise History of France Roger Price, 2005-07-14 This
book provides a clear and up-to-date guide to French history from the early middle ages to the
present--from Charlemagne to Chirac. Among the book's central themes are the relationship
between state and society, the impact of war and the use of political power. This second edition,
substantially re-written to take account of recent research, includes a new chapter on contemporary
France; a society and political system in crisis as a result of globalisation, international terrorism,
racial tension and a loss of confidence in political leaders.

oxford history of french revolution: A History of France Joseph Bergin, 2015-06-01 Few
modern countries can boast of such a lengthy history as France, whose distinctive shape has been a
key feature of the successive stages of European history during the past millennium. This engaging
narrative seamlessly weaves together the complex tale of French history since the year 1000.
Bringing together political, religious, social and cultural developments, A History of France provides
an insightful and readable overview of the country's history as it moved from a dominant position
within Europe - with an empire stretching across the continents - to one in which it was invaded and
occupied by its largest neighbour. Through revolution, war and peace, Joseph Bergin explores how
the Frankland of 1000 CE has mutated into the France we know today.

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution Gwynne Lewis, 2002-11 First
Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

oxford history of french revolution: Origins of the French Revolution William Doyle, 1992

oxford history of french revolution: FRENCH REVOLUTION Thomas Carlyle,

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution Noah Shusterman, 2013-10-15
The French Revolution was one of the greatest events in world history, filled with remarkable
characters and dramatic events. From its beginning in 1789 to the Reign of Terror in 1793-94, and
through the ups and downs of the Directory era that followed, the Revolution showed humanity at its
optimistic best and its violent worst; it transformed the lives of all who experienced it. The French



Revolution: Faith, Desire, and Politics offers a fresh treatment of this perennially popular and hugely
significant topic, introducing a bold interpretation of the Revolution that highlights the key role that
religion and sexuality played in determining the shape of the Revolution. These were issues that
occupied the minds and helped shape the actions of women and men; from the pornographic
pamphlets about queen Marie-Antoinette to the puritanical morality of revolutionary leader
Maximilien Robespierre, from the revolutionary catechisms that children learned and to the
anathemas hurled on the Revolution from clandestine priests in the countryside. The people who
lived through the French Revolution were surrounded by messages about gender, sex, religion and
faith, concerns which did not exist outside of the events of the Revolution. This book is an essential
resource for students of the French Revolution, History of Catholicism and Women and Gender.

oxford history of french revolution: The French Revolution Karen Diane Haywood,
2016-12-15 Economic inequality and abuse of power by the reigning government were two major
factors in the outbreak of the French Revolution. The French peasants’ anger about these issues was
so great that they turned to extreme violence, killing anyone who voiced dissent with the
revolutionary cause. Informative sidebars and primary sources are presented alongside the engaging
main text to help illustrate the danger of allowing social and economic disparity to remain
unaddressed by governing bodies. A fact-filled timeline highlights key events before, during, and
after the revolution.

oxford history of french revolution: Die Franzosische Revolution Ernst Schulin, 2004

oxford history of french revolution: A Brief History of France Cecil Jenkins, 2011-05-26
When we think of France we often evoke images of fine food and wine, the elegant boulevards of
Paris, the chic beaches of St Tropez. Yet, as the largest country in Europe, it is a place of huge
diversity. The idea of 'Frenchness' emerged from over 2000 years of history and it is a riveting story
from Roman conquest to the present day. Cecil Jenkins tells the story of the formation of this nation
through its people, great events and culture. Through this narrative he charts why the French began
to see themselves as so different from the rest of Europe and why, today, they face the same
problems of identity as many other nations.

oxford history of french revolution: A New Dictionary of the French Revolution Richard
Ballard, 2011-10-14 The French Revolution was a huge, brutal yet inspiring phenomenon that
changed global political thinking and action, and its echoes resound even in the twenty-first century.
It was an intensely complex mix of events, concepts and individuals and A New Dictionary is an
invaluable aid to unravelling its complications, and an essential companion for students and general
readers alike. There are some 400 entries covering the main events, personalities, parties,
ideologies, political ideas, philosophers, writers, artists, rebellions and wars, as well as touching on
colonial and international developments, the interaction of church and state, science, law reform,
events in the provinces and overseas territories and the reverberations in other European states.
The Dictionary provides a full and vibrant history from the outbreak of revolution in 1789 to the
Terror, the Revolutionary state, its wars and the rise of Napoleon. Entries contain much more than
just bare factual information: they provide a detailed commentary and include suggestions for
further reading - both in print and online - which refer to the extensive literature of over 200 years
of scholarship and recent historiography. Cross-referencing is extensive and the index points to
information about minor but important subjects which do no receive entries of their own.

oxford history of french revolution: French Revolution: The Basics Darius von Giittner,
2021-12-22 French Revolution: The Basics is an accessible and concise introduction to the history of
the revolution in France. Combining a traditional narrative with documents of the era and references
to contemporary imagery of the revolution, the book traces the long-and short-term causes of the
French Revolution as well as its consequences up to the dissolution of the Convention and the
ascendancy of Napoleon. The book is written with an explicit aim for its reader to acquire
understanding of the past whilst imparting knowledge using underlying historical concepts such as
evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, significance, empathy, perspectives, and
contestability. Key topics discussed within the book include: The structure of French society before



1789. The long- and short-term factors that contributed to the French Revolution. How ordinary
French people, including women and slaves, participated in the revolution. What brought about the
end of the ancien régime. The major reforms of the National Assembly, 1789-1791, and how they
lead to the division and radicalisation of the revolution. How the alternative visions of the new
society divided the revolution and what were the internal and external pressures on the revolution
that contributed to its radicalisation. The forms of terror which enabled reality to triumph over the
idealism. The rise of Napoleon Bonaparte as military leader and Emperor. This book is an ideal
introduction for anyone wishing to learn more about this influential revolution in the shaping of
modern Europe and the world.
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