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St Anselm of Canterbury Philosophy: Exploring Faith and Reason

st anselm of canterbury philosophy stands as a remarkable intersection between theology and philosophy,
bridging faith with reason in a way that has influenced centuries of thought. As a medieval thinker, Anselm's
work carved pathways in the exploration of God’s existence, the nature of belief, and the relationship between
human understanding and divine truth. His philosophical contributions remain vital to the study of
scholasticism and Christian philosophy, inviting us to reflect deeply on how reason can serve faith.

Who Was St Anselm of Canterbury?

Before diving into the core ideas of st anselm of canterbury philosophy, it’s helpful to understand the man
behind the name. Born around 1033 in Aosta, Italy, Anselm became the Archbishop of Canterbury in England and
was a prominent figure in the 11th century. Known for his devout faith and intellectual rigor, he was a
Benedictine monk who combined his religious vocation with a keen philosophical mind. Anselm's works are
foundational texts in medieval philosophy and theology, particularly within the scholastic tradition.

Key Concepts in St Anselm of Canterbury Philosophy

The Ontological Argument for God’s Existence

Arguably, st anselm of canterbury philosophy is best known for the Ontological Argument, which he
formulated in his work *Proslogion*. This argument is a unique approach to proving God’s existence, relying
purely on reason and definitions rather than empirical evidence. Anselm proposed that God is "that than which
nothing greater can be conceived." According to him, if we can conceive of such a being in the mind, then it must
exist in reality because existence in reality is greater than existence in the mind alone.

This reasoning sparked centuries of debate and inspired many philosophers, from Thomas Aquinas to Immanuel
Kant. The Ontological Argument is fascinating because it challenges us to think about existence as a property
and pushes the boundaries of philosophical logic.

Faith Seeking Understanding

A central theme in st anselm of canterbury philosophy is the idea of *fides quaerens intellectum* — faith
seeking understanding. Anselm did not see faith and reason as opposing forces but as complementary. For him,
belief in God comes first, but this faith naturally drives the desire to understand God’s nature more deeply. This
approach contrasts with purely rationalist or purely fideist perspectives, emphasizing that intellectual
inquiry can enhance and deepen spiritual belief.

The Satisfaction Theory of Atonement

Beyond metaphysics and epistemology, Anselm made significant contributions to Christian doctrine,
particularly with his *Cur Deus Homo* ("Why God became Man"). In this work, st anselm of canterbury
philosophy examines the problem of human sin and the necessity of Christ’s incarnation and death. He proposed
the Satisfaction Theory of Atonement, arguing that humanity owes a debt to God due to sin, and only Christ’s
sacrifice could satisfy this divine justice.



This idea influenced Western Christian theology by offering a rational explanation for salvation, showing
how Anselm’s philosophy integrated carefully reasoned arguments with theological commitments.

St Anselm’s Impact on Later Philosophy and Theology

The influence of st anselm of canterbury philosophy stretches far beyond his lifetime. His ontological argument
became a touchstone for later thinkers who sought to defend or critique the existence of God through logical
analysis. Moreover, his method of faith seeking understanding inspired scholastic philosophers like Thomas
Aquinas, who further developed the harmony between faith and reason.

In modern philosophy, Anselm’s ideas continue to be studied in courses on philosophy of religion and medieval
thought. His approach invites contemporary readers to consider how deeply held beliefs can be examined and
articulated through philosophical reasoning.

Anselm and Scholasticism

St Anselm is often regarded as a precursor to the scholastic method—a systematic approach to theology and
philosophy characterized by rigorous dialectical reasoning. His works laid the groundwork for scholasticism’s
emphasis on questions, objections, and logical resolution. This tradition dominated medieval universities and
shaped intellectual life for centuries.

Critiques and Developments

While Anselm’s ontological argument is compelling, it has faced significant critiques. Philosophers like Immanuel
Kant argued that existence is not a predicate or a defining property, challenging Anselm’s core reasoning.
Others, like Gaunilo of Marmoutiers, offered counterarguments suggesting that Anselm’s logic could be used
to "prove" the existence of anything perfect, such as a perfect island, thus questioning the validity of the
argument.

Despite these critiques, the ongoing dialogue around Anselm’s ideas shows how his philosophy remains a vital
part of theological and philosophical discussions.

Understanding St Anselm’s Approach Today

For modern readers, engaging with st anselm of canterbury philosophy offers valuable insights into how faith
and reason can coexist. His work encourages us to approach spiritual and existential questions with
intellectual curiosity and rigor. Whether you are interested in philosophy, theology, or the history of ideas,
Anselm provides a model of thoughtful inquiry grounded in sincere belief.

Tips for Exploring Anselm’s Philosophy

If you want to dive deeper into st anselm of canterbury philosophy, here are some helpful approaches:

Read Primary Texts: Start with *Proslogion* and *Cur Deus Homo* to engage directly with Anselm’s
arguments.

Study Commentaries: Scholarly analyses can clarify complex ideas and provide historical context.



Compare Philosophical Views: Examine how Anselm’s arguments relate to other philosophical traditions,
such as Aristotelianism or modern analytic philosophy.

Reflect on Faith and Reason: Consider how Anselm’s concept of faith seeking understanding might apply to
your own beliefs or intellectual pursuits.

Exploring Anselm’s philosophy is not just an academic exercise—it can be a profound journey into understanding
how human reason grapples with the divine.

Legacy of St Anselm of Canterbury Philosophy

The lasting legacy of st anselm of canterbury philosophy lies in its pioneering effort to use reason as a tool
for theological insight. His work helped establish a framework where intellectual inquiry and religious faith
are not adversaries but partners in the search for truth. This balanced approach continues to resonate in
contemporary discussions about the nature of belief, the existence of God, and the role of philosophy in
religion.

By studying Anselm, we gain a clearer picture of medieval thought and a richer appreciation for the ongoing
dialogue between faith and reason—a conversation that remains as relevant today as it was nearly a
thousand years ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was St Anselm of Canterbury?

St Anselm of Canterbury was a medieval philosopher, theologian, and Archbishop of Canterbury, known for his
works in scholastic philosophy and for formulating the Ontological Argument for the existence of God.

What is the Ontological Argument proposed by St Anselm?

The Ontological Argument is a philosophical proof for God's existence, asserting that God is 'that than
which nothing greater can be conceived,' and that existing in reality is greater than existing in the mind alone,
hence God must exist.

How did St Anselm contribute to medieval philosophy?

St Anselm contributed by integrating faith and reason, developing scholastic methods, and advancing
arguments for God's existence, which influenced later philosophers and theologians.

What is St Anselm's famous work related to philosophy?

His most famous work is 'Proslogion,' where he presents the Ontological Argument, and 'Cur Deus Homo,' which
addresses the reason for the Incarnation of Christ.

How does St Anselm define God in his philosophy?

St Anselm defines God as 'that than which nothing greater can be conceived,' emphasizing God's supreme
perfection and existence.



What role does faith play in St Anselm's philosophy?

St Anselm famously stated 'faith seeking understanding,' suggesting that faith is the starting point, and
philosophy or reason is used to deepen understanding of divine truths.

Did St Anselm's Ontological Argument face criticisms?

Yes, the Ontological Argument has been critiqued by philosophers like Immanuel Kant, who argued that
existence is not a predicate or a defining quality that can make something greater.

How did St Anselm influence later philosophical thought?

St Anselm influenced scholasticism, and his arguments laid groundwork for later philosophers like Thomas
Aquinas and Ren� Descartes, especially in discussions about God's existence.

What is the significance of St Anselm's 'Cur Deus Homo'?

In 'Cur Deus Homo,' St Anselm presents a rational explanation for the necessity of the Incarnation and
Atonement, blending theology with philosophical reasoning.

How does St Anselm's philosophy reconcile reason and religious belief?

St Anselm believed that reason and faith complement each other, with reason helping to explain and understand
the truths revealed by faith, rather than opposing it.

Additional Resources
St Anselm of Canterbury Philosophy: An Analytical Exploration of His Intellectual Legacy

St Anselm of Canterbury philosophy represents a pivotal chapter in medieval scholastic thought, blending
theological inquiry with rigorous philosophical reasoning. Renowned as a Benedictine monk, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and a foundational figure in Western philosophy, Anselm’s work continues to influence
contemporary discourse in metaphysics, epistemology, and the philosophy of religion. This article delves into
the core dimensions of St Anselm’s philosophical contributions, examining his arguments, methodologies, and
enduring impact on both medieval and modern intellectual traditions.

Anselm’s Intellectual Context and Philosophical Approach

St Anselm lived during the 11th century, a period marked by the consolidation of Christian doctrine alongside
the resurgence of Aristotelian and Platonic ideas. His philosophy is characterized by a methodical pursuit of
knowledge through reasoned argumentation, often aimed at elucidating and defending theological truths. Unlike
later scholastics who heavily emphasized dialectics, Anselm's approach, sometimes described as “faith seeking
understanding,” sought to reconcile faith with rational inquiry without subordinating one to the other.

His commitment to rational theology placed him at the forefront of the development of scholasticism, setting
the stage for subsequent thinkers like Thomas Aquinas. St Anselm’s philosophical works are notable for their
clarity, logical precision, and innovative use of conceptual analysis.

The Ontological Argument for the Existence of God

Perhaps the most famous element of St Anselm’s philosophy is his ontological argument, presented initially in



his work *Proslogion*. This argument attempts to prove God's existence purely through reason, independent of
empirical evidence. Anselm defined God as “that than which nothing greater can be conceived.” The argument
proceeds as follows:

If God exists only in the understanding, then a greater being could be conceived—one that exists both in1.
the understanding and in reality.

But God is defined as the greatest conceivable being.2.

Therefore, God must exist in reality as well as in the understanding.3.

This argument remains one of the most debated in philosophy of religion, eliciting both support and criticism. Its
strength lies in its a priori nature, relying solely on conceptual analysis rather than empirical observation.
Critics, including Immanuel Kant, have challenged the argument by disputing whether existence is a predicate or
property that adds to the greatness of a being.

Faith Seeking Understanding: Anselm’s Epistemological Framework

St Anselm’s philosophical method is deeply intertwined with his theological commitments. His famous phrase
*fides quaerens intellectum* (faith seeking understanding) encapsulates his view that faith is the starting
point of knowledge about God, but that faith naturally leads to a rational exploration of divine truths.
This epistemological stance positions reason as a tool to deepen and clarify belief rather than as an
adversary to faith.

This nuanced relationship between faith and reason was influential in shaping medieval scholasticism and
continues to inform contemporary debates in philosophy of religion. Anselm’s approach contrasts with purely
fideistic or empiricist perspectives by affirming that rational reflection can enrich spiritual understanding.

Key Philosophical Themes in St Anselm’s Work

St Anselm’s philosophy encompasses several interrelated themes that underpin his theological and philosophical
inquiries. Examining these provides insight into his intellectual legacy.

The Nature of God and Divine Attributes

Central to Anselm’s philosophy is the exploration of God’s nature. He emphasizes attributes such as
omnipotence, omniscience, and perfect goodness. These qualities are treated not merely as theological
affirmations but as logically consistent and necessary properties of the greatest conceivable being.

Anselm’s analysis frequently involves the use of definitions and logical deductions to clarify these attributes.
For example, he argued that God’s omnipotence includes the power to do all that is logically possible, thereby
excluding the capacity to perform logical contradictions, which helps avoid conceptual paradoxes.

The Problem of Evil and Theodicy

While not as extensively developed as later thinkers, Anselm addressed the problem of evil within a
philosophical-theological framework. He proposed that evil is a privation of good, a lack rather than a
created substance. This understanding aligns with Augustinian theodicy and suggests that God, as the supreme



good, permits evil for the sake of a greater good or order.

This approach to evil attempts to reconcile the existence of a benevolent God with the presence of suffering, a
question that remains central to philosophy of religion.

The Satisfaction Theory of Atonement

In his theological writings, particularly *Cur Deus Homo* (“Why God Became Man”), Anselm developed a
philosophical explanation of Christ’s atonement. He argued that human sin dishonors God and disrupts the
moral order, requiring satisfaction that only God incarnate can provide.

This theory blends ethical reasoning with theological doctrine, illustrating Anselm’s capacity to employ
philosophical rigor within religious contexts. The satisfaction theory influenced later Christian theology and
remains a key concept in systematic theology.

Legacy and Influence on Western Philosophy

St Anselm’s philosophical contributions have left a lasting imprint on both medieval scholasticism and modern
philosophical thought. His ontological argument continues to be a foundational topic in philosophy of religion
courses worldwide, serving as a springboard for debates about the nature of existence and the limits of reason.

Moreover, Anselm’s method of integrating faith and reason influenced subsequent scholars who sought to
harmonize religious belief with intellectual inquiry. His work anticipated later developments in metaphysics and
epistemology, including the emphasis on conceptual clarity and logical argumentation.

Comparative Perspectives: Anselm and Aquinas

While both Anselm and Thomas Aquinas are prominent figures in medieval philosophy, their approaches exhibit
noteworthy differences. Aquinas prioritized empirical observation and Aristotelian logic, often relying on
cosmological and teleological arguments for God’s existence. In contrast, Anselm’s ontological argument is a
priori and purely conceptual.

This distinction highlights the diversity within scholasticism and underscores Anselm’s unique contribution to
philosophical theology. His focus on internal coherence and definitional analysis offers a complementary
perspective to Aquinas’s more empirical and naturalistic approach.

Critiques and Revisions in Contemporary Philosophy

Modern philosophers have critically engaged with St Anselm’s philosophy, particularly the ontological
argument. While Kant famously refuted the argument’s premise that existence is a predicate, other
contemporary thinkers have reformulated or defended versions of Anselm’s reasoning.

Furthermore, Anselm’s faith-seeking-understanding model continues to inspire philosophical theology,
particularly in discussions about the rational justification of religious belief. His work invites ongoing
reflection on how faith and reason can coexist productively.



Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of St Anselm’s Philosophy

St Anselm of Canterbury philosophy remains a cornerstone of medieval intellectual history, bridging the gap
between theology and philosophy with unprecedented sophistication. His rational arguments for God’s
existence, nuanced understanding of divine attributes, and integrative approach to faith and reason have
established him as a seminal thinker whose ideas transcend his historical context.

As contemporary discourse revisits classical arguments and explores the interplay between belief and reason,
Anselm’s legacy continues to offer valuable insights. His philosophy exemplifies the enduring quest to
understand ultimate reality through both devotion and intellect, a pursuit that resonates across centuries
and disciplines.
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'Proslogion', Anselm of Canterbury presents a profound philosophical exploration of the existence of
God, employing a unique blend of faith and reason. Written in a meditative style, the work seeks to
articulate the famous ontological argument, asserting that God, defined as the greatest conceivable
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divine essence. Anselm, a Benedictine monk and later Archbishop of Canterbury, was significantly
influenced by the intellectual currents of his time, particularly the works of Augustine. His
experiences in monastic life, coupled with his rigorous philosophical training, drove him to reconcile
faith with rational inquiry. This personal quest for understanding is vividly reflected in 'Proslogion',
where Anselm strives to address the doubts and objections raised by skeptics, illustrating his
commitment to articulating a rational foundation for belief. 'Proslogion' is highly recommended for
anyone interested in the interplay of faith and reason, offering readers an intellectually stimulating
encounter with one of the foundational texts of Western philosophy. Anselm's clarity of thought and
passionate pursuit of truth make this work essential for scholars, theologians, and anyone captivated
by the quest for understanding the divine.
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: Anselm of Canterbury: The Major Works St. Anselm,
1998-09-10 `For I do not seek to understand so that I may believe; but I believe so that I may
understand. For I believe this also, that unless I believe, I shall not understand.' Does God exist? Can
we know anything about God's nature? Have we any reason to think that the Christian religion is
true? What is truth, anyway? Do human beings have freedom of choice? Can they have such freedom
in a world created by God? These questions, and others, were ones which Anselm of Canterbury
(c.1033-1109) took very seriously. He was utterly convinced of the truth of the Christian religion, but
he was also determined to try to make sense of his Christian faith. Recognizing that the Christian
God is incomprehensible, he also believed that Christianity is not simply something to be swallowed
with mouth open and eyes shut. For Anselm, the doctrines of Christianity are an invitation to
question, to think, and to learn. Anselm is studied today because his rigour of thought and clarity of
writing place him among the greatest of theologians and philosophers. This translation provides
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readers with their first opportunity to read all of his most important works within the covers of a
single volume. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available
the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's
commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable
features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text,
up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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of Canterbury (1033 - 1109) was an Italian medieval philosopher and theologian, who held the office
of Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093 to 1109. Called the founder of Scholasticism, he is famous as
the inventor of the ontological argument for the existence of God and as the Archbishop who openly
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  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: St Anselm of Canterbury James MacMullen Rigg,
2009-04-01 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may
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this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.
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Whitaker, 2024-10-13 Discover the life and profound legacy of one of the most influential Christian
thinkers of all time in The Life of St. Anselm of Canterbury: How His Philosophy Shaped the Church
and Defended the Existence of God. This compelling biography unveils St. Anselm's journey from a
noble upbringing in Italy to becoming the Archbishop of Canterbury, and his lasting impact on
Christian theology and philosophy. Anselm is best known for his famous Ontological Argument, a
groundbreaking proof for the existence of God that continues to inspire theologians and
philosophers alike. Through his innovative approach, Anselm united faith and reason, reshaping the
way we understand the divine and laying the foundation for much of Christian apologetics. This book
delves into his most influential writings, including the Monologion and Proslogion, revealing his
deep reflections on God's nature, the doctrine of atonement, and the role of the Church. Ideal for
readers interested in Catholic saints, Christian philosophy, and medieval theology, this book



presents Anselm's remarkable life story and his role in defending the autonomy of the Church
against royal authority. It explores his unwavering dedication to faith in the face of exile and
political conflict, illustrating how his courage and intellect helped shape the Church's stance on key
doctrinal issues. The Life of St. Anselm of Canterbury offers: - An in-depth look at his influential
theology that continues to shape Christian thought today. - A detailed account of his life as a
spiritual leader and theological scholar. - Engaging insights into his struggles with secular authority
and his defense of Church independence. - Reflections on how his philosophy harmonizes faith and
reason, offering timeless lessons for modern believers. For those seeking inspiration from a saint
who merged profound spirituality with intellectual rigor, this book provides an accessible and
thought-provoking exploration of St. Anselm's enduring influence on the Church and the Christian
faith.
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Theology and Ethics Roberto Hofmeister Pich, 2011 This volume collects several studies on Anselm
of Canterbury's philosophical theology and ethics originally presented at the Third International
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(PUCRS), Porto Alegre / Brazil, 02-04 September 2009. In commemoration of the 900th anniversary
of Anselm's death, the conference facilitated a unique exchange of ideas among Latin American,
North American and European scholars on current issues in Anselmian scholarship. The papers
included in the volume concern diverse areas of interest: Anselm's method in different phases of his
career and his attitude towards philosophy; Anselm's contribution to logic and semantics in De
grammatico; the continuing challenge of interpreting his proof in Proslogion (revisited with an eye
into contemporary accounts of his unum argumentum); the topic of guilt and punishment in Anselm's
works, as well as the understanding of his moral-theological project, in dialogue with contemporary
discussions of deontology; the fundamental aspects of his view on human being; the reception of
Anselm's theory of perfections in Duns Scotus's metaphysics; and the place of Anselm's thought in
Karl Barth's understanding of theology. These contributions, through their engagement with
Anselm's works, seek to shed light on philosophical and theological of perennial interest. The volume
contain the contributions of R.H. Pich (Porto Alegre), C. Viola (Paris), S. Magnavacca (Buenos Aires),
J. Muller (Bochum), Th. S. Leite (Porto Alegre), G. Wyllie (Rio de Janeiro), J. M .C. Macedo (Porto), A.
Culleton (Sao Leopoldo), M. Tracey (Lisle - IL), L.A. De Boni (Porto Alegre), G. K. Hasselhoff
(Bochum).
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: The Works of St. Anselm St. Anselm, 2016-05-26 St.
Anselm of Canterbury (b. 1033 d. 1099) was a medieval Italian cleric, philosopher and theologian.
This book contains his 'Proslogium', 'Monologium', and 'Cur Deus Homo', as well as Appendices (On
Behalf of the Fool and Anselm's Apologetic), Anselm's Philosophy, and Criticisms of Anselm's
Ontological Argument for the Being of God.THE present volume of St. Anselm's most important
philosophical and theological writings contains: (1) The Proslogium (2) the Monologium, (3) the Cur
Deus Homo, and (4) by way of historical complement, an Appendix to the Monologium entitled In
Behalf of the Fool by Gaunilon, a monk of Marmoutiers. The Proslogium (which, though subsequent
in point of time to the Monologium, is here placed first, as containing the famous ontological
argument), the Monologium and the Appendix thereto were translated by Mr. Sidney Norton Deane,
of New Haven, Conn.; the Cur Deus Homo was rendered by James Gardiner Vose, formerly of Milton,
Conn., and later of Providence, R. I., and published in 1854 and 1855 in the Bibliotheca Sacra, then
issued at Andover, Mass., by Warren F. Draper. The thanks of the reading public are due to all these
gentlemen for their gratuitous labors in behalf of philosophy.
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Intellectual Methods , 2022-01-31 These essays present new readings of Anselm’s speculative and
spiritual writings on topics including his relationship to Augustine, proofs for God’s existence, faith
and reason, human freedom and the problem of evil, his spiritual meditations and prayers, as well as



Anselm’s reception by 19th and 20th century thinkers, modernism, and feminism. These
philosophical, theological and literary analyses bring fresh perspectives on Anselm both in his
historical context and in dialogue with contemporary questions. Contributors are: Tomas Ekenberg,
Riccardo Fredriga, Emery de Gaál, Kyle Philip Hubbard, Maggie Ann Labinski, Roberto Limonta, Ian
Logan, Gavin Ortlund, M.B. Pranger, Gregory B. Sadler, Kevin Staley, Karen Sullivan, Eileen C.
Sweeney, Michael Vendsel, Luca Vettorello, James Wetzel, and Kevin White. See inside the book.
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: A History of Philosophy Frederick Copleston,
1999-01-01 Copleston, an Oxford Jesuit and specialist in the history of philosophy, first created his
history as an introduction for Catholic ecclesiastical seminaries. However, since its first publication
(the last volume appearing in the mid-1970s) the series has become the classic account for all
philosophy scholars and students. The 11-volume series gives an accessible account of each
philosopher's work, but also explains their relationship to the work of other philosophers.
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: First Philosophy Andrew Bailey, 2002-08-01 This
introductory anthology brings together forty-eight readings on eight topics central to philosophy.
Mindful of the intrinsic difficulty of much of the material, the editor has provided comprehensive
introductions both to the eight topics and to each individual selection. By providing a detailed
discussion of the historical and intellectual background to each piece, he aims to enable readers to
approach the material without unnecessary barriers to understanding. The topics—from Does God
exist? to Do we have free will? and What is justice?—have been chosen with a view both to their
philosophical importance and to their interest to the first-year student. In an introductory chapter,
the editor provides a brief introduction to the nature of philosophical enquiry, to the nature of
argument, and to the process of reading and writing within the academic discipline of philosophy.
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: The Logic of Saint Anselm Desmond Paul Henry, 1993
Saint Anselm, the 11th-century Archbishop of Canterbury, is well-known for his ontological
argument for the existence of God. This book places his argument in the context of modal logic
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Anselm's work.
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Brian Leftow, 2004-12-02 Publisher Description
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: Anselm's Philosophy Saint Anselm of Canterbury,
2015-11-28 One of the first great Christian philosopher's, Saint Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury,
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philosophies we have today. All of Anselm's work is bound within these two covers. Be sure to think
deep and think well while making your way through this book!
  st anselm of canterbury philosophy: Reading Anselm's Proslogion Ian Logan, 2016-12-05
Anselm’s Proslogion has sparked controversy from the time it was written (c.1077) to the present
day. Attempts to provide definitive accounts of its argument have led to a wide and contradictory
variety of interpretations. In this book, Ian Logan goes back to basics, to the Latin text of the
Proslogion with an original parallel English translation, before tracing the twists and turns of this
controversy. Helping us to understand how the same argument came to be regarded as based on
reason alone by some and on faith alone by others, as a logically sound demonstration by its
supporters and as fatally flawed by its opponents, Logan considers what Anselm is setting out to do
in the Proslogion, how his argument works, and whether it is successful.
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