
the fall of the house of usher story

The Haunting Tale of "The Fall of the House of Usher": A Deep Dive

the fall of the house of usher story is one of Edgar Allan Poe’s most celebrated works, weaving a narrative
steeped in gothic horror and psychological complexity. This chilling short story has captivated readers for
generations due to its atmospheric setting, eerie symbolism, and the profound exploration of decay—both
physical and mental. If you’ve ever wondered what makes this tale so enduring or what themes lie
beneath its haunting surface, you’re in the right place to unravel the mysteries of the House of Usher.

Understanding the Plot of The Fall of the House of Usher Story

At its core, the story follows an unnamed narrator who visits his childhood friend, Roderick Usher, at the
Usher family mansion. The house itself is depicted almost as a living entity—gloomy, decaying, and
ominous. Roderick is suffering from acute mental distress, and his sister, Madeline, is gravely ill. The
narrator’s arrival sets off a sequence of unsettling events that culminate in the dramatic and symbolic
collapse of both the family line and the ancestral home.

The Setting: More Than Just a Backdrop

One of the most compelling aspects of the fall of the house of usher story is its setting. Poe meticulously
crafts the mansion as a character in its own right. The gloomy, claustrophobic atmosphere mirrors the
deteriorating mental state of Roderick Usher and foreshadows the doom that awaits. The house’s fissure—a
literal crack running down its façade—symbolizes the fractured lineage and the inevitable downfall of the
Usher family. This clever use of setting heightens the story’s suspense and emotional weight.

Characters and Their Symbolism

Roderick Usher and Madeline Usher are not just individuals; they represent the duality of life and death,
sanity and madness, physical and metaphysical decay. Roderick’s heightened sensitivity and fear of the
supernatural contrast with Madeline’s cataleptic condition, which blurs the line between life and death.
Their intertwined fates reflect the inescapable decline of their family bloodline.



The Themes Behind The Fall of the House of Usher Story

Poe’s story delves deep into themes that resonate beyond the gothic genre, offering insights into human
psychology, family legacy, and the supernatural.

The Decay of Aristocracy and Family Lineage

The Usher family is portrayed as an ancient, noble lineage that is crumbling from within. This theme can
be interpreted as a commentary on the decline of aristocratic families in Poe’s time, reflecting societal
changes and the erosion of old-world values. The physical decay of the mansion parallels the moral and
genetic decay of the family.

Madness and Psychological Horror

Madness is a central element in the story, particularly through Roderick Usher’s deteriorating mental state.
Poe masterfully uses the unreliable narrator trope and eerie descriptions to immerse readers in a world
where reality and hallucination blur. The story explores how isolation, fear, and family trauma can lead to
psychological breakdown.

The Supernatural and Gothic Elements

While the story can be read as psychological horror, there is an undeniable supernatural undertone.
Madeline’s premature burial and mysterious return from the tomb, along with the spectral atmosphere of
the house, create a sense of dread and otherworldliness. These gothic elements have inspired countless
adaptations in literature, film, and art.

Why The Fall of the House of Usher Story Continues to
Captivate Readers

What makes this tale stand out in the world of classic horror literature? Its ability to combine rich
symbolism with an intense emotional experience is key.



The Power of Poe’s Language and Imagery

Poe’s descriptive prowess brings the house and its inhabitants to life with vivid, haunting imagery. From
the “vacant eye-like windows” to the “insufferable gloom,” each phrase contributes to an immersive
experience that pulls readers deeper into the narrative.

Universal Themes That Resonate

Themes of fear, decay, and the fragility of the human mind are timeless. Readers from different
backgrounds can relate to the story’s portrayal of loss and the unknown, making it endlessly relevant.

Influence on Popular Culture and Adaptations

The fall of the house of usher story has inspired countless adaptations across various media—including films,
radio dramas, and graphic novels. Its motifs have seeped into the gothic genre broadly, influencing writers
and creators who seek to evoke similar feelings of suspense and eerie beauty.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Fall of the House of
Usher Story

If you’re approaching this story for the first time or revisiting it, here are a few pointers to enhance your
experience:

Pay attention to the setting: Notice how the house itself reflects the characters’ inner turmoil.

Consider the symbolism: Look beyond the surface plot to understand what the house, the fissure, and
the characters represent.

Read slowly and absorb the language: Poe’s prose is dense and atmospheric; savoring it adds to the
story’s impact.

Explore different interpretations: Some readers see the story as a psychological allegory, others as a
supernatural horror—both views enrich understanding.



Exploring Different Interpretations of The Fall of the House of
Usher Story

One of the fascinating aspects of Poe’s work is its openness to multiple readings. Literary scholars have
debated whether the story is primarily a psychological study of mental illness or a gothic tale of
supernatural doom. The ambiguity surrounding Madeline’s death and return, along with the narrator’s
reliability, invites readers to question what is real and what is a manifestation of fear and madness.

Moreover, the story can be read through a psychoanalytic lens, where the house represents the mind, and
the fissure symbolizes a split personality or a trauma that disrupts the self’s integrity. In this sense, the
physical collapse of the mansion at the story’s climax mirrors the disintegration of the psyche.

The Role of the Unnamed Narrator

The narrator serves as the reader’s guide into the eerie world of the House of Usher. His perspective is
limited and subjective, colored by his own fears and uncertainties. This narrative choice deepens the story’s
mysterious atmosphere and keeps readers questioning the truth of what unfolds.

The Story’s Place in Poe’s Oeuvre

“The Fall of the House of Usher” is often considered a quintessential example of Poe’s gothic style and
thematic preoccupations. It showcases his mastery of mood-building and his interest in exploring the darker
aspects of human nature. Understanding this story provides insight into Poe’s broader literary contributions
and the development of the horror genre itself.

Immersing oneself in the fall of the house of usher story offers more than just a spooky tale—it invites
reflection on themes of mortality, decay, and the fragile boundary between sanity and madness. Its
enduring legacy lies in its ability to evoke a profound emotional and psychological response, ensuring that
the house’s shadow looms large in the world of classic literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Fall of the House of Usher'?
The main theme is the decay of the mind and body, along with the connection between the physical house
and the Usher family’s decline.



Who is the narrator in 'The Fall of the House of Usher'?
The story is narrated by an unnamed friend of Roderick Usher, who visits the Usher family estate.

What role does the house play in Edgar Allan Poe’s story?
The house symbolizes the Usher family’s deteriorating lineage and mental state, almost acting as a character
itself.

How does Edgar Allan Poe create a gothic atmosphere in the story?
Poe uses dark, eerie descriptions, a gloomy setting, and themes of madness and decay to establish a gothic
mood.

What is the significance of Roderick Usher’s illness?
Roderick’s illness reflects his psychological instability and the overall decline of his family and estate.

What happens to Madeline Usher in the story?
Madeline is Roderick’s twin sister who suffers from a mysterious illness; she is entombed alive and later
reappears, leading to the story’s climax.

How does the story end?
The story ends with the collapse of the Usher house into the tarn (a small lake) after Madeline’s return and
death, symbolizing the end of the Usher bloodline.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Fall of the House of Usher'?
Poe employs symbolism, foreshadowing, personification, and a first-person unreliable narrator to enhance
the story’s impact.

Why is the story considered a classic example of American Gothic
literature?
It combines supernatural elements, psychological horror, and a decaying setting, all hallmarks of American
Gothic fiction.

What does the tarn symbolize in the story?
The tarn represents death and the abyss, reflecting the final destruction of the Usher family and their
ancestral home.



Additional Resources
The Enduring Allure of “The Fall of the House of Usher” Story: A Literary Exploration

the fall of the house of usher story remains one of Edgar Allan Poe’s most haunting and influential works.
Since its publication in 1839, this short story has captivated readers with its eerie atmosphere, psychological
depth, and symbolic richness. Poe’s narrative delves into themes of decay, madness, and the supernatural,
making it a cornerstone of Gothic literature and a frequent subject of academic inquiry and artistic
adaptation. This article investigates the layers of meaning within the story, its narrative techniques, and its
lasting impact on literature and popular culture.

In-Depth Analysis of “The Fall of the House of Usher” Story

At its core, “The Fall of the House of Usher” is a tale of decline — both physical and mental. The story
follows an unnamed narrator who visits his childhood friend, Roderick Usher, living in a desolate mansion
that seems to embody the crumbling state of its inhabitants. Poe’s meticulous description of the house
establishes a mood of oppressive gloom, with the mansion’s bleak architecture and the surrounding
landscape reinforcing a sense of impending doom.

The story’s setting is not merely a backdrop but an active participant in the narrative’s psychological drama.
Poe employs what literary critics identify as the “pathetic fallacy,” where the environment mirrors the
characters’ emotional states. The house’s fissure, which ultimately leads to its physical collapse, symbolizes
the fracturing of the Usher family line and Roderick’s deteriorating sanity. This intertwining of setting
and character psychology is a hallmark of Poe’s Gothic style.

Symbolism and Themes in the Story

Several key themes underscore the narrative’s depth:

Decay and Ruin: The dilapidated mansion represents both the physical and moral decay of the Usher
family. The story’s vivid imagery of decline serves as a metaphor for the inevitable collapse of
aristocratic lineage and the fragility of human existence.

Madness and Psychological Horror: Roderick Usher’s mental instability is central to the plot. His
hypersensitivity, paranoia, and fear of death contribute to the story’s unsettling atmosphere. Poe’s
exploration of mental illness was innovative for its time, providing early insight into psychological
horror.

The Supernatural and the Uncanny: The story blurs the line between reality and the supernatural.



The mysterious illness of Madeline Usher, Roderick’s twin sister, and the eerie events surrounding
her burial and return contribute to an overarching sense of dread.

Narrative Structure and Literary Techniques

Poe’s narrative choices heighten the story’s suspense and emotional impact. The first-person perspective
limits the reader’s understanding to the narrator’s observations and interpretations, creating ambiguity and
inviting multiple readings. This unreliable narration compels readers to question the reality of events and
the mental state of both the narrator and Roderick.

Furthermore, Poe’s use of detailed, sensory-rich descriptions immerses readers in the oppressive
atmosphere. The slow pacing and deliberate buildup of tension align with Gothic conventions but also serve
to explore human fears related to death and isolation. The story’s climax, where the house literally
collapses, is both a literal and symbolic conclusion that ties together the physical, familial, and psychological
breakdowns.

Comparative Perspectives and Cultural Impact

“The Fall of the House of Usher” has been compared to other Gothic works of the 19th century, including
Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” and Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The House of the Seven Gables.” Like these
stories, Poe’s work explores themes of ancestral curses, inherited guilt, and the consequences of isolation.
However, Poe’s narrative stands out for its intense focus on the psychological dimensions of horror and its
blending of supernatural elements with internal mental turmoil.

In terms of cultural impact, the story has inspired numerous adaptations across various media, from film and
theater to visual arts. Its influence is evident in modern horror literature and cinema, where the motif of a
haunted or decaying house remains a powerful symbol of human fears. The story’s exploration of mental
illness and the supernatural continues to resonate with audiences, reflecting universal anxieties about
mortality and the unknown.

Pros and Cons of the Story’s Enduring Popularity

Pros:

Rich thematic complexity allows for diverse interpretations and academic study.



Atmospheric storytelling sets a standard for Gothic and psychological horror genres.

Compact length makes it accessible for readers and educators.

Cons:

Some modern readers might find the dense prose and 19th-century style challenging.

The story’s ambiguity can be frustrating for those seeking clear resolutions.

Its heavy reliance on Gothic tropes may feel formulaic to contemporary audiences familiar
with the genre.

The Enduring Legacy of Poe’s Gothic Masterpiece

The persistent fascination with “the fall of the house of usher story” highlights its unique position within
American literature and the Gothic tradition. Poe’s masterful interplay of setting, psychological insight, and
symbolic detail creates a narrative that transcends its era. As scholars continue to explore its depths and
artists reinterpret its motifs, the story remains a vital touchstone for understanding the complexities of fear,
identity, and decay.

In the end, the story does more than depict the literal fall of a mansion; it encapsulates the fragility of
human existence and the haunting shadows cast by our own minds and histories. This timeless quality
ensures that “The Fall of the House of Usher” will continue to intrigue and unsettle readers for generations
to come.
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  the fall of the house of usher story: The Fall of the House of Usher and Other Stories Edgar
Allan Poe, 2010-09-30 Edgar Allan Poe was a writer of uncommon talent; in The Murders in the Rue
Morgue he created the genre of detective fiction while his genius for finding the strangeness lurking
within us all has been an influence on everyone from Freud to Hollywood. This complete collection of
all his short stories and novellas contains well-known tales 'The Pit and the Pendulum' and 'The
Tell-Tale Heart' alongside hidden gems that both unsettle and enthrall the reader.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Thirty-two Stories Edgar Allan Poe, 2000-01-01 America's
most influential literary figure worldwide is familiar to most readers of short fiction through only
about a dozen stories. This is because many of Poe's tales depend on knowledge a reader in 1835 or
1845 might have had that a typical reader in 2000 would not. In this extensively annotated and
meticulously edited selection of Poe's short fiction, Stuart Levine and Susan F. Levine connect Poe to
major literary forces of his era and to the rapidly changing U.S. of the 1830s and 1840s, discussing
Shelley, Carlyle, Byron, Emerson, and Hawthorne, as well as the railroad, photography, and the
telegraph. In the process, they reveal a Poe immersed in the America of his day--its politics, science,
technology, best-selling books, biases, arts, journalism, fads, scandals, and even sexual mores--and
render accessible all thirty-two stories included here. The general Introduction, the headnote to
each story, and the annotations included in this volume have been extensively revised from the
editors' critically acclaimed editions of the complete short fiction: The Short Fiction of Edgar Allan
Poe: An Annotated Edition (1976, 1990).
  the fall of the house of usher story: Edgar Allan Poe's the Tell-tale Heart and Other
Stories Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, 2014-05-14 Presents a
collection of critical essays on Poe's novel, The tell-tale heart, arranged chronologically in the order
of their original publication.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Short Story Valerie Shaw, 2014-07-21 Throughout
this text, Valerie Shaw addresses two key questions: 'What are the special satisfactions afforded by
reading short stories?' and 'How are these satisfactions derived from each story's literary techniques
and narrative strategies?'. She then attempts to answer these questions by drawing on stories from
different periods and countries - by authors who were also great novelists, like Henry James,
Flaubert, Kafka and D.H. Lawrence; by authors who specifically dedicated themselves to the art of
the short story, like Kipling, Chekhov and Katherine Mansfield; by contemporary practitioners like
Angela Carter and Jorge Luis Borges; and by unfairly neglected writers like Sarah Orne Jewett and
Joel Chandler Harris.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Speaking of the short story Farhat Iftekharuddin,
1997 Here twenty-one interviews (eighteen with contemporary writers and three with scholars of the
short story) reveal the demanding and exhilarating requirements the short story imposes upon its
practitioners. Although amateurs delight in writing stories, form proves to demand a master touch,
like that of the interviewees.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Critical Approaches to Fiction Shiv Kumar Kumar, Keith
F. McKean, 2003 Critical Approaches To Fiction Is Designed To Offer The Post-Graduate Student,
And The General Reader, A Comprehensive Cross-Section Of Some Of The Best Critical Material
Available On The Theory And Practice Of Fiction. Within The Compass Of This Volume, The Authors
Have Included Representative Essays By Such Eminent Critics And Writers As Saul Bellow, Eudora
Welty, Mark Schorer, Philip Rahv And Wayne C. Booth. This Book Covers, Every Significant Aspect
Of Fiction Plot, Character, Language, Theme, Setting And The Diverse Modes Of Presentation.It Is
Earnestly Hoped That This Book Would Be Found Eminently Useful Both By Teachers And Students
Of Indian Universities.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2015-10-21 From the inventor of detective fiction, Edgar Allan Poe, The Fall of the House of Usher is
a slow-burn masterpiece of gothic horror, full of supernatural forces and chilling psychoanalysis.
When an unnamed narrator is called to the House of Usher by his childhood friend, Roderick Usher,
he is unaware of the horrors that await him. Arriving at the house, the narrator discovers both his



friend and his friend’s sister, Madeline, are gravely ill and on the brink of complete madness.
Roderick believes their house to be alive and that it is the malevolent force behind his and his
sister’s illness. Could he be right? This enthralling short horror story was first published in 1839 and
will not disappoint fans of Edgar Allan Poe’s classic horror fiction.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Fall of the House of Usher Gip Hoppe, 1991 A
comfortable, suburban family man receives a desperate call from a forgotten childhood
acquaintance. Thus starts a journey into madness that takes Ed Allen to the House of Usher and its
terrible secrets and temptations. This modern adaptation of the classic short story by Edgar Allen
Poe transports Gothic horror into the 90s, questioning the definition of sanity in the same way Poe
did. This is an exhilarating theatrical adventure with an apocalyptic ending. Actors and designers
will be challenged in new ways in this unpredictable and wildly entertaining play. Use of the music is
not mandatory but will enhance productions.
  the fall of the house of usher story: A Companion to the American Short Story Alfred
Bendixen, James Nagel, 2020-08-24 A COMPANION TO THE AMERICAN SHORT STORY A
Companion to the American Short Story traces the development of this versatile literary genre over
the past two centuries. Written by leading critics in the field, and edited by two major scholars, it
explores a wide range of writers, from Edgar Allen Poe and Edith Wharton, at the end of the
nineteenth century to important modern writers such as Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and Richard Wright. Contributions with a broader focus address groups of
multiethnic, Asian, and Jewish writers. Each chapter places the short story into context, focusing on
the interaction of cultural forces and aesthetic principles. The Companion takes account of cutting
edge approaches to literary studies and contributes to the ongoing redefinition of the American
canon, embracing genres such as ghost and detective fiction, cycles of interrelated short fiction, and
comic, social and political stories. The volume also reflects the diverse communities that have
adopted this literary form and made it their own, featuring entries on a variety of feminist and
multicultural traditions. This volume presents an important new consideration of the role of the
short story in the literary history of American literature.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Eerie Archives Volume 4 Various, 2010-09-28 Join
Frank Frazetta, Steve Ditko, John Severin, Gene Colan, Angelo Torres, and other legendary artists
for an eerie excursion through the haunted halls of comics history, as Dark Horse Comics unleashes
the fourth big volume of Eerie magazine archives. Vampires, ghouls, werewolves, and ax-wielding
maniacs are only the beginning of the thrills you'll find inside this huge collection crafted by the
most gifted storytellers the medium of comics has ever known.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Thematic Guide to Popular Short Stories Patrick A.
Smith, 2002-10-30 Providing easy access to information on nearly 450 short stories, this unique
guide surveys a wide spectrum of world literature, canonical works, and contemporary fiction.
Librarians and teachers will find multiple purposes for this expertly-compiled resource, which can be
employed in much the same way as a standard bibliography. Educators will appreciate the concise
annotations, arranged alphabetically by author, that form the core of this work. Insightful critical
statements synthesize plot summaries and identify the thematic content of each short story. A theme
guide utilizes the nearly 100 theme headings matching those at the start of each entry, allowing the
user to quickly locate story titles on related themes and construct reading lists based on individual
interests and needs. Another component designed to aid librarians offers one bibliography that lists
the anthologies from which the stories are drawn (Works Cited) and one comprised of a number of
recent anthologies that can be adapted for the classroom (Further Reading). In addition to the theme
index, the general subject and author indexes make this a user-friendly and invaluable resource.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Writing Short Stories Ailsa Cox, 2025-03-04 The third
edition of Writing Short Stories has been revised and updated to provide a complete guide to the
craft of writing short stories. It emphasizes the importance of voice as a foundation for work on
characterization, imagery, dialogue and pace, as readers move from their first sketches to working
on more complex narrative structures. Ailsa Cox guides readers through key aspects of the craft,



providing a variety of case studies of classic and contemporary core texts. The wide range of writers
discussed includes Edgar Allan Poe, Katherine Mansfield, Angela Carter, Alice Munro, Ali Smith,
Iphgenia Baal, Octavia E. Butler and William Gibson. The diversity and flexibility of the short story
genre is highlighted throughout, along with the specific challenges the writer faces. The book
considers a range of genres, such as fantasy, science fiction, horror, autobiography, romance,
comedy and satire. The new edition also includes extra insights into getting published, including
publishing a first collection, with an updated list of resources and trends in short story writing. This
inspiring guide is the ideal companion for those new to the genre or for anyone looking to improve
their technique. Each chapter contains a series of engaging exercises to help readers develop their
skills and build confidence in their writing. There are also bolded key terms, with an extensive
glossary at the end of the book.
  the fall of the house of usher story: Horror Literature through History Matt Cardin,
2017-09-21 This two-volume set offers comprehensive coverage of horror literature that spans its
deep history, dominant themes, significant works, and major authors, such as Stephen King, Edgar
Allan Poe, and Anne Rice, as well as lesser-known horror writers. Many of today's horror story
fans—who appreciate horror through movies, television, video games, graphic novels, and other
forms—probably don't realize that horror literature is not only one of the most popular types of
literature but one of the oldest. People have always been mesmerized by stories that speak to their
deepest fears. Horror Literature through History shows 21st-century horror fans the literary sources
of their favorite entertainment and the rich intrinsic value of horror literature in its own right.
Through profiles of major authors, critical analyses of important works, and overview essays focused
on horror during particular periods as well as on related issues such as religion, apocalypticism,
social criticism, and gender, readers will discover the fascinating early roots and evolution of horror
writings as well as the reciprocal influence of horror literature and horror cinema. This unique
two-volume reference set provides wide coverage that is current and compelling to modern
readers—who are of course also eager consumers of entertainment. In the first section, overview
essays on horror during different historical periods situate works of horror literature within the
social, cultural, historical, and intellectual currents of their respective eras, creating a seamless
narrative of the genre's evolution from ancient times to the present. The second section
demonstrates how otherwise unrelated works of horror have influenced each other, how horror
subgenres have evolved, and how a broad range of topics within horror—such as ghosts, vampires,
religion, and gender roles—have been handled across time. The set also provides alphabetically
arranged reference entries on authors, works, and specialized topics that enable readers to zero in
on information and concepts presented in the other sections.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Short Story Charles May, 2013-10-14 The short story
is one of the most difficult types of prose to write and one of the most pleasurable to read. From
Boccaccio's Decameron to The Collected Stories ofReynolds Price, Charles May gives us an
understanding of the history and structure of this demanding form of fiction. Beginning with a
general history of the genre, he moves on to focus on the nineteenth-century when the modern short
story began to come into focus. From there he moves on to later nineteenth-century realism and
early twentieth-century formalism and finally to the modern renaissance of the form that shows no
signs of abating. A chronology of significant events, works and figures from the genre's history,
notes and references and an extensive bibliographic essay with recommended reading round out the
volume.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Classic American Short Story MEGAPACK ®
(Volume 1) Ambrose Bierce, Stephen Crane, Mark Twain, Bret Harte, Edgar Allan Poe, Washington
Irving, O. Henry, Jack London, James Fenimore Cooper, Sherwood Anderson, 2013-01-17 The Classic
American Short Story Megapack (Volume 1) assembles 34 of the greatest stories ever written by
American authors -- including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper,
Ambrose Bierce, Edgar Allan Poe, Bret Harte, Sherwood Anderson, Mark Twain, O. Henry, Jack
London, and Stephen Crane. Includes multiple stories per author, their most famous short works,



along with biographical notes. Complete contents: YOUNG GOODMAN BROWN, by Nathaniel
Hawthorne THE CELESTIAL RAILROAD, by Nathaniel Hawthorne THE GREAT STONE FACE, by
Nathaniel Hawthorne ETHAN BRAND, by Nathaniel Hawthorne RIP VAN WINKLE, by Washington
Irving THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW, by Washington Irving AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A
POCKET-HANDKERCHIEF by James Fenimore Cooper THE DAMNED THING, by Ambrose Bierce
AN OCCURRENCE AT OWL CREEK, by Ambrose Bierce THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF USHER, by
Edgar Allan Poe THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO, by Edgar Allan Poe THE PURLOINED LETTER, by
Edgar Allan Poe THE PIT AND THE PENDULUM, by Edgar Allan Poe THE PREMATURE BURIAL, by
Edgar Allan Poe THE MURDERS IN THE RUE MORGUE, by Edgar Allan Poe THE LUCK OF
ROARING CAMP, by Bret Harte THE OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT, by Bret Hartev HANDS, by
Sherwood Anderson I’M A FOOL, by Sherwood Anderson THE MAN THAT CORRUPTED
HADLEYBURG, by Mark Twain THE CELEBRATED JUMPING FROG OF CALAVERAS COUNTY, by
Mark Twain THE GIFT OF THE MAGI, by O. Henry THE RANSOM OF RED CHIEF, by O. Henry THE
COP AND THE ANTHEM, by O. Henry A RETRIEVED REFORMATION, by O. Henry THE DUPLICITY
OF HARGRAVES, by O. Henry TO BUILD A FIRE, by Jack London AN ODYSSEY OF THE NORTH, by
Jack London LOVE OF LIFE, by Jack London THE HEATHEN, by Jack London THE PEARLS OF
PARLAY, by Jack London THE BRIDE COMES TO YELLOW SKY, by Stephen Crane THE MONSTER,
by Stephen Crane THE BLUE HOTEL, by Stephen Crane And don't forget to search your favorite
ebook store for Megapack to see the other great entries in this series -- covering science fiction,
fantasy, horror, mysteries, westerns, children's literature, and much, much more!
  the fall of the house of usher story: Literary Theories in Praxis Shirley F. Staton, 1987
Literary Theories in Praxis analyzes the ways in which critical theories are transformed into literary
criticism and methodology. To demonstrate the application of this analysis, critical writings of
Roland Barthes, Harold Bloom, Cleanth Brooks, Jacques Derrida, Northrop Frye, Norman Holland,
Barbara Johnson, Jacques Lacan, Adrienne Rich, and Robert Scholes are examined in terms of the
primary critical stance each author employs—New Critical, phenomenological, archetypal,
structuralist/semiotic, sociological, psychoanalytic, reader-response, deconstructionist, or humanist.
The book is divided into nine sections, each with a prefatory essay explaining the critical stance
taken in the selections that follow and describing how theory becomes literary criticism. In a
headnote to each selection, Staton analyzes how the critic applies his or her critical methodology to
the subject literary work. Shirley F. Staton's introduction sketches the overall philosophical positions
and relationships among the various critical modes.
  the fall of the house of usher story: 100 Silent Films Bryony Dixon, 2017-10-07 100 Silent
Films provides an authoritative and accessible history of silent cinema through one hundred of its
most interesting and significant films. As Bryony Dixon contends, silent cinema is not a genre; it is
the first 35 years of film history, a complex negotiation between art and commerce and a union of
creativity and technology. At its most grand – on the big screen with a full orchestral accompaniment
– it is magnificent, permitting a depth of emotional engagement rarely found in other fields of
cinema. Silent film was hugely popular in its day, and its success enabled the development of
large-scale film production in the United States and Europe. It was the start of our fascination with
the moving image as a disseminator of information and as mass entertainment with its consequent
celebrity culture. The digital revolution in the last few years and the restoration and reissue of
archival treasures have contributed to a huge resurgence of interest in silent cinema. Bryony Dixon's
illuminating guide introduces a wide range of films of the silent period (1895–1930), including
classics such as The Birth of a Nation (1915), The General (1926), Metropolis (1927), Sunrise (1927)
and Pandora's Box (1928), alongside more unexpected choices, and represents major genres and
directors of the period – Griffith, Keaton, Chaplin, Murnau, Sjöström, Dovzhenko and Eisenstein –
together with an introductory overview and useful filmographic and bibliographic information.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Vampire Book J Gordon Melton, 2010-09-01 The
Ultimate Collection of Vampire Facts and Fiction From Vlad the Impaler to Barnabas Collins to
Edward Cullen to Dracula and Bill Compton, renowned religion expert and fearless vampire



authority J. Gordon Melton, PhD takes the reader on a vast, alphabetic tour of the psychosexual,
macabre world of the blood-sucking undead. Digging deep into the lore, myths, pop culture, and
reported realities of vampires and vampire legends from across the globe, The Vampire Book: The
Encyclopedia of the Undead exposes everything about the blood thirsty predator. Death and
immortality, sexual prowess and surrender, intimacy and alienation, rebellion and temptation. The
allure of the vampire is eternal, and The Vampire Book explores it all. The historical, literary,
mythological, biographical, and popular aspects of one of the world's most mesmerizing paranormal
subject. This vast reference is an alphabetical tour of the psychosexual, macabre world of the
soul-sucking undead. In the first fully revised and updated edition in a decade, Dr. J. Gordon Melton
(president of the American chapter of the Transylvania Society of Dracula) bites even deeper into
vampire lore, myths, reported realities, and legends that come from all around the world. From
Transylvania to plague-infested Europe to Nostradamus and from modern literature to movies and
TV series, this exhaustive guide furnishes more than 500 essays to quench your thirst for facts,
biographies, definitions, and more.
  the fall of the house of usher story: American Literature-Teacher James P. Stobaugh,
2012-11-01 Enjoy beloved classics while developing vocabulary, reading, and critical thinking skills!
Each literature book in the series is a one-year course Each chapter has five lessons with daily
concept-building exercises, warm-up questions, and guided readings Easy-to-use with suggested
reading schedules and daily calendar Equips students to think critically about philosophy and trends
in culture, and articulate their views through writing A well-crafted presentation of whole-book or
whole-work selections from the major genres of classic literature (prose, poetry, and drama), each
course has 34 chapters representing 34 weeks of study, with an overview of narrative background
material on the writers, their historical settings, and worldview. The rich curriculum’s content is
infused with critical thinking skills, and an easy-to-use teacher’s guide outlines student objectives
with each chapter, providing the answers to the assignments and weekly exercises. The final lesson
of the week includes both the exam, covering insights on the week’s chapter, as well as essays
developed through the course of that week’s study, chosen by the educator and student to
personalize the coursework for the individual learner.
  the fall of the house of usher story: The Oxford Handbook of Edgar Allan Poe J. Gerald
Kennedy, Scott Peeples, Caleb Doan, 2019 This handbook is currently in development, with
individual articles publishing online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add
information about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue
to grow as additional articles pass through the review process and are added to the site. Please note
that the online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first article in the title was
published online.
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