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What Are the Main Languages Spoken in Japan?

What are the main languages spoken in Japan is a question that often arises for travelers,
language enthusiasts, or anyone curious about the cultural fabric of this fascinating island nation.
Japan, known for its rich history and technological advancements, has a linguistic landscape that
reflects both a strong national identity and subtle regional diversity. Understanding the languages
spoken in Japan not only helps in communication but also offers insights into the country’s heritage
and social dynamics.

The Dominance of Japanese: The National Language

When exploring what are the main languages spoken in Japan, the first and most obvious language to
consider is Japanese. Japanese (日本語, Nihongo) is the official and overwhelmingly predominant
language spoken by nearly the entire population. It is used in all aspects of daily life, from education
and government to media and business.

Japanese Language Basics

Japanese is a unique language with its own writing system that combines three scripts: kanji
(characters borrowed from Chinese), hiragana, and katakana. This combination allows for a rich
expression of ideas and is a key part of Japan's cultural identity. The language is characterized by a
complex system of honorifics and levels of politeness, reflecting the social hierarchy and etiquette
deeply embedded in Japanese society.

Regional Dialects and Variations

Though standard Japanese (based on the Tokyo dialect) is widely spoken and understood, there are
numerous regional dialects known as “hōgen” (方言). These dialects can differ significantly in
pronunciation, vocabulary, and sometimes grammar. Some of the well-known dialects include:

- Kansai-ben: Spoken in Osaka, Kyoto, and surrounding areas, known for its distinct intonation and
humorous expressions.
- Tohoku-ben: Found in the northern part of Honshu, often considered more difficult for non-locals to
understand.
- Okinawan and Ryukyuan dialects: Spoken in the Okinawa Islands, these are quite distinct and
sometimes considered separate languages.

These regional dialects add vibrancy to the linguistic landscape of Japan and are an important aspect
of local identity.



Minority Languages and Indigenous Tongues

While Japanese dominates, Japan is also home to several minority languages and indigenous tongues,
which play a crucial role in understanding the full picture of what are the main languages spoken in
Japan.

Ainu: The Language of the Indigenous People

The Ainu language is spoken by the Ainu people, the indigenous inhabitants of Hokkaido and parts of
Russia. Unfortunately, Ainu is considered critically endangered, with very few native speakers
remaining today. Efforts are underway to revive and preserve the language, including teaching it in
schools and promoting cultural programs. Ainu is linguistically distinct from Japanese, making it a
unique part of Japan’s linguistic heritage.

Ryukyuan Languages

The Ryukyuan languages are spoken in the Okinawa and Amami Islands and belong to the Japonic
language family but are not mutually intelligible with standard Japanese. There are several Ryukyuan
languages, including Okinawan, Amami, and Miyako, each with its own dialects. These languages
have seen a decline due to the dominance of standard Japanese but remain an important cultural
symbol for the islanders.

The Role of English and Other Foreign Languages in
Japan

In the context of global communication, it is natural to wonder how widely other languages like
English are spoken in Japan.

English as a Second Language

English is taught extensively in Japanese schools and is often used in business, tourism, and
international relations. However, the level of English proficiency among the general population varies
widely. Many Japanese people can understand basic English, especially in urban centers like Tokyo
and Osaka, but fluency is less common. Signage and announcements in airports, hotels, and tourist
spots often include English to assist foreign visitors.

Other Foreign Languages

Due to Japan’s growing role in global commerce and tourism, languages such as Chinese, Korean,
Portuguese, and Spanish are increasingly encountered, especially in metropolitan areas. For example:



- Chinese and Korean are common due to geographical proximity and immigrant communities.
- Portuguese is spoken by Brazilian immigrants, many of whom are of Japanese descent.
- Spanish appears in educational contexts and among Latin American communities.

These languages reflect Japan’s evolving multicultural environment, although they are not considered
main languages.

Language Learning Tips for Visitors to Japan

If you’re planning a trip or a longer stay in Japan, understanding what are the main languages spoken
in Japan can help you prepare better. Here are some practical tips:

Learn Basic Japanese Phrases: Even a small vocabulary of greetings, numbers, and common
expressions can go a long way.

Use Translation Apps: Apps like Google Translate are useful, especially since some signs and
menus may not be available in English.

Understand Regional Differences: If you visit regions outside Tokyo, be prepared for
dialectal variations that might sound unfamiliar.

Be Patient and Polite: Language barriers can be overcome with kindness and a willingness to
communicate.

Language and Culture: Why Understanding Languages
in Japan Matters

Language is deeply intertwined with culture, and Japan is no exception. The Japanese language
carries nuances that reflect the country’s traditions, social structure, and values. For example, the use
of honorifics in Japanese is not just about language mechanics but about showing respect and
understanding social roles.

Similarly, preserving minority languages like Ainu and Ryukyuan is also about preserving cultural
identity and history. Recognizing these languages enriches one’s appreciation of Japan beyond the
surface level.

Travelers, language learners, and cultural enthusiasts benefit immensely from acknowledging this
linguistic diversity. It opens doors to deeper connections and more meaningful experiences in Japan.

Exploring what are the main languages spoken in Japan reveals a blend of unity through a shared
national language and diversity through regional and minority languages. This linguistic tapestry
reflects the complexity and richness of Japanese society in a way that goes beyond mere
communication—it is a window into the heart of Japan itself.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main language spoken in Japan?
The main language spoken in Japan is Japanese.

Are there any regional languages or dialects spoken in Japan?
Yes, Japan has several regional dialects such as Kansai-ben, Tohoku-ben, and Okinawan, but the
standard Japanese language is widely used.

Is English commonly spoken in Japan?
English is taught in schools and some people speak it, especially in urban areas and tourist spots, but
it is not widely spoken as a first language.

Are there any minority languages spoken in Japan?
Yes, minority languages include Ainu, spoken by the indigenous Ainu people in Hokkaido, and
Ryukyuan languages spoken in Okinawa and the Ryukyu Islands.

How different are the Japanese regional dialects from
standard Japanese?
Some dialects, like Kansai-ben, are mutually intelligible with standard Japanese but have distinct
vocabulary and pronunciation, while others, like the Ryukyuan languages, are considered separate
languages.

Is Japanese written in the Latin alphabet?
Japanese is primarily written using a combination of Kanji (Chinese characters) and Kana (Hiragana
and Katakana), but the Latin alphabet (Romaji) is sometimes used for branding, signs, and language
learning.

Do children in Japan learn any languages other than Japanese
in school?
Yes, English is a mandatory subject in Japanese schools, starting from elementary school through high
school.

How has globalization affected language use in Japan?
Globalization has increased the use of English and other foreign languages in business, education,
and tourism, but Japanese remains the dominant language in daily life.



Additional Resources
**Exploring Linguistic Diversity: What Are the Main Languages Spoken in Japan**

what are the main languages spoken in japan is a question that extends beyond the commonly
held belief of a monolingual society. Japan, often perceived internationally as a linguistically
homogeneous country, actually hosts a complex tapestry of languages and dialects, reflecting its rich
history, regional distinctions, and evolving cultural landscape. This article delves into the main
languages spoken in Japan, examining their origins, usage, and sociolinguistic significance within both
domestic and international contexts.

The Predominance of Japanese: The National Language

At the forefront of Japan’s linguistic profile is the Japanese language (日本語, Nihongo). It is the official
language and the mother tongue of the vast majority of the population, spoken by approximately 125
million people. Japanese is characterized by its unique writing system, which combines three scripts:
kanji (logographic Chinese characters), and two syllabaries, hiragana and katakana. This complex
script system reflects the language’s historical interactions and the evolution of its grammatical and
phonetic structure.

Japanese is a member of the Japonic language family, although its precise linguistic relatives remain a
subject of scholarly debate. It is distinct in grammar, phonology, and syntax from neighboring
languages, such as Korean, Chinese, and the various Austroasiatic or Altaic languages. The language
has multiple dialects, often regionally defined, which impact pronunciation, vocabulary, and
intonation patterns.

Regional Dialects and Their Cultural Significance

While standard Japanese, based on the Tokyo dialect, serves as the lingua franca and is used in
education, media, and government, regional dialects persist robustly throughout the country. Some of
the most prominent dialects include:

Kansai-ben: Spoken in the Kansai region (Osaka, Kyoto, Kobe), this dialect is known for its
distinct intonation and vocabulary. It carries cultural weight and is often associated with humor
and warmth.

Tohoku-ben: Found in the northeastern part of Honshu, this dialect has unique phonetic
features that sometimes render it difficult for speakers of standard Japanese to understand.

Hokkaido-ben: Influenced by settlers from various parts of Japan, this dialect exhibits a blend
of linguistic traits.

Okinawan and Ryukyuan Dialects: These are sometimes considered separate languages,
reflecting the distinct cultural identity of the Ryukyu Islands.



These dialects contribute to Japan’s linguistic diversity and are key to understanding regional identity
and communication dynamics within the country.

Minority and Indigenous Languages in Japan

Beyond standard Japanese and its dialects, Japan is home to several minority languages, some of
which are endangered. These languages offer insight into the indigenous cultures and historical
populations of the archipelago.

The Ainu Language

One of the most notable minority languages in Japan is Ainu, spoken historically by the Ainu people
primarily in Hokkaido. Ainu is a language isolate, unrelated to Japanese or any other known language
family. However, it is critically endangered, with very few fluent speakers remaining today. The
Japanese government has recognized the importance of preserving Ainu culture and language, and
there are ongoing efforts to revitalize it through education and cultural programs.

Ryukyuan Languages

The Ryukyuan languages, spoken in Okinawa and the surrounding Ryukyu Islands, represent a
separate branch of the Japonic language family. These include Okinawan, Amami, Miyako, Yaeyama,
and Yonaguni languages. Despite their linguistic ties to Japanese, Ryukyuan languages are mutually
unintelligible with standard Japanese. Historically marginalized and suppressed during Japan’s
modernization, these languages are now also considered endangered. Preservation initiatives aim to
maintain their use among younger generations.

The Role of Foreign Languages and Multilingualism

Japan’s linguistic landscape is further complicated by the presence of foreign languages, brought by
globalization, immigration, and international relations. English, in particular, plays a significant role as
a second language, especially in business, education, and tourism.

English: The Lingua Franca of Modern Japan

English is widely taught in Japanese schools from an early age, and proficiency in English is often seen
as essential for career advancement and international communication. Despite this, surveys indicate
that average conversational English ability remains moderate, reflecting challenges such as limited
opportunities for practical use and cultural attitudes toward language learning.

Nevertheless, English signage, media, and services are increasingly common in urban centers and
tourist destinations, reflecting Japan’s efforts to position itself as a global player and accommodate its



international visitors.

Other Foreign Languages

In addition to English, other languages such as Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, and Tagalog have
notable speaker populations in Japan due to immigrant communities. For example:

Chinese and Korean: Significant expatriate populations maintain their native languages,
contributing to multicultural enclaves in cities like Tokyo and Osaka.

Portuguese: Spoken primarily by descendants of Brazilian immigrants, many of whom are of
Japanese descent (Nikkei Brazilians).

Tagalog and Other Southeast Asian Languages: Reflect the growing presence of workers
and residents from the Philippines and other countries in Southeast Asia.

These languages enrich Japan’s linguistic environment and present both opportunities and challenges
regarding integration, education, and social cohesion.

Language Policy and Education in Japan

Understanding what are the main languages spoken in Japan also involves examining the country’s
language policies and education system. The government’s approach has traditionally emphasized
the unifying role of the Japanese language, leading to a strong focus on standard Japanese in schools
and public life.

In recent decades, however, there has been growing recognition of linguistic diversity. Official policies
now encourage the protection of minority languages like Ainu and Ryukyuan, while schools
increasingly incorporate foreign language instruction. The Ministry of Education has introduced
reforms to enhance English education and promote bilingual competence, reflecting changing
economic and social realities.

At the same time, challenges remain in balancing the preservation of traditional languages and
dialects with the demands of globalization and technological advancement. Language education in
Japan is often criticized for focusing on rote learning rather than communicative competence, which
impacts the effectiveness of English language acquisition.

Technological Influence on Language Use

The proliferation of digital communication tools has influenced language use in Japan, including the
adoption of loanwords, primarily from English, into everyday Japanese. This phenomenon—known as
wasei-eigo—creates new vocabulary that blends Japanese phonetics with foreign concepts,



demonstrating the dynamic nature of language evolution in a globalized society.

Moreover, language learning apps, online platforms, and AI-driven translation services are
increasingly accessible, supporting both domestic learners of foreign languages and foreign residents
navigating Japanese society.

Implications of Linguistic Diversity in Japan

The question of what are the main languages spoken in Japan highlights broader societal issues such
as cultural preservation, identity, and internationalization. Japan’s linguistic composition reflects a
balance between tradition and modernity, insularity and openness.

Language shapes social interaction, educational outcomes, and economic opportunities. As Japan
faces demographic shifts, including an aging population and growing immigrant communities,
understanding and accommodating diverse languages becomes pivotal for social harmony and
sustainable development.

In sum, while Japanese dominates as the national language, the presence of regional dialects,
minority languages like Ainu and Ryukyuan, and foreign languages underscores a multifaceted
linguistic environment. This diversity enriches Japan’s cultural fabric and poses compelling questions
for policymakers, educators, and citizens alike about language use, preservation, and innovation in
the 21st century.
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  what are the main languages spoken in japan: The Languages of Japan Masayoshi
Shibatani, 1990-05-03 A survey of the two main indigenous languages of Japan includes the most
comprehensive study of the polysynthetic Ainu language yet to appear in English as well as a
comprehensive analysis of Japanese linguistics.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: The Languages of Japan and Korea Nicolas
Tranter, 2012-06-25 The Languages of Japan and Korea provides detailed descriptions of the major
varieties of languages in the region, both modern and pre-modern, within a common format,
producing a long-needed introductory reference source. Korean, Japanese, Ainu, and representative
members of the three main groupings of the Ryukyuan chain are discussed for the first time in a
single work. The volume is divided into language sketches, the majority of which are broken down
into sections on phonology, orthography, morphology, syntax and lexicon. Specific emphasis is
placed on those aspects of syntactic interest, such as speech levels, honorifics and classifiers, which
are commonly underplayed in other descriptions of Modern Japanese and Korean. Each language is
represented in Roman-based transcription, although its own script (where there is such an

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-003/files?dataid=RJQ63-9219&title=what-are-the-main-languages-spoken-in-japan.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-009/pdf?dataid=mTx79-9432&title=ushpa-p3-test-answers.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-009/pdf?dataid=mTx79-9432&title=ushpa-p3-test-answers.pdf


orthography) and IPA transcriptions are used sparingly where appropriate. The dialects of both the
modern and oldest forms of the languages are given extensive treatment, with a primary focus on
the differences from the standard language. These synchronic snapshots are complemented by a
discussion of both the genetic and areal relationships between languages in the region.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Handbook of Japanese Sociolinguistics
Yoshiyuki Asahi, Mayumi Usami, Fumio Inoue, 2022-04-04 This volume is the first comprehensive
survey of the sociolinguistic studies on Japanese. Japanese, like other languages, has developed a
highly diverse linguistic system that is realized as variation shaped by interactions of linguistic and
social factors. This volume primarily focuses on both classic and current topics of sociolinguistics
that were first studied in Western languages, and then subsequently examined in the Japanese
language. The topics in this volume cover major issues in sociolinguistics that also characterize
sociolinguistic features of Japanese. Such topics as gender, honorifics, and politeness are
particularly pertinent to Japanese, as is well-known in general sociolinguistics. At the same time, this
volume includes studies on other topics such as social stratification, discourse, contact, and
language policy, which have been widely conducted in the Japanese context. In addition, this volume
introduces domestic approaches to sociolinguistics developed in Japan. They emerged a few decades
before the development of the so-called Labovian and Hymesian sociolinguistics in the US, and they
have shaped a unique development of sociolinguistic studies in Japan. Contents Part I: History
Chapter 1: Research methodology Florian Coulmas Chapter 2: Japan and the international
sociolinguistic community Yoshiyuki Asahi and J.K. Chambers Chapter 3: Language life Takehiro
Shioda Part II: Sociolinguistic patterns Chapter 4: Style, prestige, and salience in language change
in progress Fumio Inoue Chapter 5: Group language (shūdango) Taro Nakanishi Chapter 6:
Male-female differences in Japanese Yoshimitsu Ozaki Part III: Language and gender Chapter 7:
Historical overview of language and gender studies: From past to future Orie Endo and Hideko Abe
Chapter 8: Genderization in Japanese: A typological view Katsue A. Reynolds Chapter 9: Feminist
approaches to Japanese language, gender, and sexuality Momoko Nakamura Part IV: Honorifics and
politeness Chapter 10: Japanese honorifics Takashi Nagata Chapter 11: Intersection of traditional
Japanese honorific theories and Western politeness theories Masato Takiura Chapter 12:
Intersection of discourse politeness theory and interpersonal Communication Mayumi Usami Part V:
Culture and discourse phenomena Chapter 13: Subjective expression and its roles in Japanese
discourse: Its development in Japanese and impact on general linguistics Yoko Ujiie Chapter 14:
Style, character, and creativity in the discourse of Japanese popular culture: Focusing on light
novels and keitai novels Senko K. Maynard Chapter 15: Sociopragmatics of political discourse Shoji
Azuma Part VI: Language contact Chapter 16: Contact dialects of Japanese Yoshiyuki Asahi Chapter
17: Japanese loanwords and lendwords Frank E. Daulton Chapter 18: Japanese language varieties
outside Japan Mie Hiramoto Chapter 19: Language contact and contact languages in Japan Daniel
Long Part VII: Language policy Chapter 20: Chinese characters: Variation, policy, and landscape
Hiroyuki Sasahara Chapter 21: Language, economy, and nation Katsumi Shibuya
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: The Encyclopedia of Contemporary Japanese
Culture Sandra Buckley, 2009 This encyclopedia covers culture from the end of the Imperialist
period in 1945 right up to date to reflect the vibrant nature of contemporary Japanese society and
culture.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Language Planning and Language Policy
Ping Chen, Nanette Gottlieb, 2013-10-11 Examines the major issues of language planning and policy
in Japan, Mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Vietnam, particularly those relating to the
selection of official language, script, and written language.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of
the World , 2010-04-06 Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative
single-volume reference resource comprehensively describing the major languages and language
families of the world. It will provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and
syntax of the world's major languages, giving insights into their structure, history and development,



sounds, meaning, structure, and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for
comparative study, and contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional
distribution.Based on the highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and
Linguistics, this volume will provide an edited collection of almost 400 articles throughout which a
representative subset of the world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date
terminology and authoritative interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting
the diversity of the world's languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work
will be the first point of call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single
volume will match the extent of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise
Encyclopedia of Languages of the World. - Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive
selection of just under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and
classification structures, issues and dispute - Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic
development on two editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of
Language and Linguistics - Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together
for one purpose - Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and
Sarah Ogilvie act as first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage - Compact and affordable:
one-volume format makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal,
descriptive, or comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Language in Public Spaces in Japan
Nanette Gottlieb, 2014-06-11 This book throws light on ideologies, practices and sociocultural
developments currently shaping language use in Japan by departing from the more common
investigation of language in private contexts and examining aspects of the language found in a range
of significant public spaces, from the material (an international airport, the streets of Tokyo, the JSL
classroom in Japan and courtrooms) to the electronic (television dramas, local government web
pages and cyberspace). Through its study of the language encountered in such settings, the volume
provides a deeper understanding of multifaceted aspects of linguistic diversity, both in terms of the
use of languages other than Japanese and of issues relating to the Japanese language itself. The
variety of theoretical approaches brought to bear by contributing authors ensures a substantial
intellectual contribution to the literature on language in contemporary Japan. This book was
published as a special issue of Japanese Studies.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Online Communication in a Second Language
Sarah E. Pasfield-Neofitou, 2012-10-01 Online Communication in a Second Language examines the
use of social computer mediated communication with speakers of Japanese via longitudinal case
studies of up to four years. Through the analysis of over 2,000 instances of online communication, in
addition to extensive interviews, the book explores opportunities for language acquisition and use in
authentic online interaction.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual
Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections:
individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures,
graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Language Planning and Policy in Asia: Japan,
Nepal, Taiwan and Chinese characters Robert B. Kaplan, Richard B. Baldauf, 2008 This volume
covers the language situation in Japan, Nepal and Taiwan, as well as the modernisation of Chinese
Characters in China, explaining the linguistic diversity, the historical and political contexts and the
current language situation -- including language-in-education planning, the role of the media, the
role of religion, and the roles of non-indigenous languages. Two of the authors are indigenous and
the other two have been participants in the language planning context.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Handbook of Japanese Applied Linguistics
Masahiko Minami, 2016-01-15 Applied linguistics is the best single label to represent a wide range
of contemporary research at the intersection of linguistics, anthropology, psychology, and sociology,
to name a few. The Handbook of Japanese Applied Linguistics reflects crosscurrents in applied



linguistics, an ever-developing branch/discipline of linguistics. The book is divided into seven
sections, where each chapter discusses in depth the importance of particular topics, presenting not
only new findings in Japanese, but also practical implications for other languages. Section 1
examines first language acquisition/development, whereas Section 2 covers issues related to second
language acquisition/development and bilingualism/multilingualism. Section 3 presents problems
associated with the teaching and learning of foreign languages. Section 4 undertakes questions in
corpus/computational linguistics. Section 5 deals with clinical linguistics, and Section 6 takes up
concerns in the area of translation/interpretation. Finally, Section 7 discusses Japanese sign
language. Covering a wide range of current issues in an in an in-depth, comprehensive manner, the
book will be useful for researchers as well as graduate students who are interested in Japanese
linguistics in general, and applied linguistics in particular. Chapter titles Chapter 1. Cognitive Bases
and Caregivers' Speech in Early Language Development (Tamiko Ogura, Tezukayama University)
Chapter 2. Literacy Acquisition in Japanese Children (Etsuko Haryu, University of Tokyo) Chapter 3.
Age Factors in Language Acquisition (Yuko Goto Butler, University of Pennsylvania) Chapter 4.
Cross-lingual Transfer from L1 to L2 Among School-age Children (Kazuko Nakajima, University of
Toronto) Chapter 5. Errors and Learning Strategies by Learners of Japanese as an L2 (Kumiko
Sakoda, Hiroshima University/NINJAL) Chapter 6. Adult JFL Learners' Acquisition of Speech Style
Shift (Haruko Minegishi Cook, University of Hawai'i at Manoa) Chapter 7. Japanese Language
Proficiency Assessment (Noriko Kobayashi, Tsukuba University) Chapter 8. The Role of Instruction
in Acquiring Japanese as a Second Language (Kaoru Koyanagi, Sophia University) Chapter 9. The
Influence of Topic Choice on Narrative Proficiency by Learners of Japanese as a Foreign Language
(Masahiko Minami, San Francisco State University) Chapter 10. CHILDES for Japanese: Corpora,
Programs, and Perspectives (Susanne Miyata, Aichi Shukutoku University) Chapter 11. KY Corpus
(Jae-Ho Lee, Tsukuba University) Chapter 12. Corpus-based Second Language Acquisition Research
(Hiromi Ozeki, Reitaku University) Chapter 13. Assessment of Language Development in Children
with Hearing Impairment and Language Disorders (Kiyoshi Otomo, Tokyo Gakugei University)
Chapter 14. Speech and Language Acquisition in Japanese Children with Down Syndrome (Toru
Watamaki, Nagasaki University) Chapter 15. Revisiting Autistic Language: Is literalness a Truth or
Myth? Manabu Oi (Osaka University/Kanazawa University) Chapter 16. Towards a Robust,
Genre-based Translation Model and its Application (Judy Noguchi, Mukogawa Women's University;
Atsuko Misaki, Kwansei Gakuin University; Shoji Miyanaga, Ritsumeikan University; Masako Terui,
Kinki University) Chapter 17. Japanese Sign Language: An Introduction (Daisuke Hara, Toyota
Technological Institute) Chapter 18. Japanese Sign Language Phonology and Morphology (Daisuke
Hara, Toyota Technological Institute) Chapter 19. Japanese Sign Language Syntax (Noriko Imazato,
Kobe City College of Technology) Chapter 20. Sign Language Development and Language Input
(Takashi Torigoe, Hyogo University of Teacher Education)
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Language Policy in Japan Nanette Gottlieb,
2011-11-10 Over the last thirty years, two social developments have occurred that have led to a need
for change in language policy in Japan. One is the increase in the number of migrants needing
opportunities to learn Japanese as a second language, the other is the influence of electronic
technologies on the way Japanese is written. This book looks at the impact of these developments on
linguistic behaviour and language management and policy, and at the role of language ideology in
the way they have been addressed. Immigration-induced demographic changes confront long
cherished notions of national monolingualism and technological advances in electronic text
production have led to textual practices with ramifications for script use and for literacy in general.
The book will be welcomed by researchers and professionals in language policy and management
and by those working in Japanese Studies.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Asian Religions Randall L. Nadeau,
2014-01-13 ASIAN RELIGIONS “A unique introduction to Asian religions, combining the scholarly
rigor of an established historian of Asian religions with the willingness to engage empathetically
with the traditions and to suggest that readers do the same.” Joseph A. Adler, Kenyon College



“Randall L. Nadeau has accomplished what only a few have tried, but which has been much needed
in the study of religions. He has written a genuinely novel approach to the religions of Asia... This is
a work that should find its way into Asian humanities, history, religion, and civilization courses.”
Ronnie Littlejohn, Belmont University This all-embracing introduction to Asian religious practices
and beliefs takes a unique approach; not only does it provide a complete overview of the basic tenets
of the major Asian religions, but it also demonstrates how Asian spiritualities are lived and
practiced, exploring the meaning and significance they hold for believers. In a series of engaging
and lively chapters, the book explores the beliefs and practices of Confucianism, Taoism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Japanese religions, including Shintō. Using a comparative approach, it highlights the
contrasts between Asian and Western modes of thinking and living, and debates the influence of
religion on real-world issues including work, economic growth, the environment, human rights, and
gender relations. Nadeau, a leading figure in this field, takes an empathetic approach to Asian
religious and cultural traditions, and considers Asian spiritualities to be viable systems of belief for
today’s global citizens. Integrating exercises, activities, and an appealing mixture of examples, such
as novels and biographies, this refreshing book leads readers to an enhanced understanding of the
ideas and practice of Asian religions, and of their continuing relevance today.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Zainichi Korean Women in Japan Jackie J.
Kim-Wachutka, 2018-12-07 Presenting the voices of a unique group within contemporary Japanese
society—Zainichi women—this book provides a fresh insight into their experiences of oppression and
marginalization that over time have led to liberation and empowerment. Often viewed as
unimportant and inconsequential, these women’s stories and activism are now proving to be an
integral part of both the Zainichi Korean community and Japanese society. Featuring in-depth
interviews from 1994 to the present, three generations of Zainichi Korean women—those who
migrated from colonial Korea before or during WWII and the Asia-Pacific War and their Japan-born
descendants—share their version of history, revealing their lives as members of an ethnic minority.
Discovering voices within constricting patriarchal traditions, the women in this book are now able to
tell their history. Ethnography, interviews, and the women’s personal and creative writings offer an
in-depth look into their intergenerational dynamics and provide a new way of exploring the hidden
inner world of migrant women and the different ways displacement affects subsequent generations.
This book goes beyond existing Anglophone and Japanese literatures, to explore the lives of the
Zainichi Korean women. As such, it will be invaluable to students and scholars of Japanese and
Korean history, culture and society, as well as ethnicity and Women’s Studies.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: The Social Life of the Japanese Language
Shigeko Okamoto, Janet S. Shibamoto-Smith, 2016-08-04 This book focuses on the historical
construction of language norms and its relationship to actual language use in contemporary Japan.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Japanese Children Abroad Asako
Yamada-Yamamoto, Brian J. Richards, 1999 This book will be of vital interest to scholars in
comparative psychology, the histories of Russian psychology and American psychology, to pastoral
psychologists, and humanistic psychologists. The book sheds light on the differences between
American and Russian mentality, and therefore may be of interest to social psychologists and
political scientists and analysts. In this book twelve eminent psychologists discuss the changes in
Russian psychology since Carl Rogers' seminal visit to the USSR in 1986. In the process they
evaluate the effect of American methods of psychotherapy on Russian therapies in view of the
differences between American and Russian mentalities. They discuss the roles of Russian academic,
cultural, and literary traditions as well as Russian Orthodoxy in shaping those emerging therapies.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Language and National Identity in Asia
Andrew Simpson, 2007-08-30 Language and National Identity in Asia is a comprehensive
introduction to the role of language in the construction and development of nations and national
identities in Asia. Leading scholars from all over the world investigate the role languages have
played and now play in the formation of the national and social identity in countries throughout
South, East, and Southeast Asia. They consider the relation of the regions' languages to national,



ethnic, and cultural identity, and examine the status of and interactions between majority, official,
and minority languages. Illustrated with maps and accessibly written this book will interest all those
concerned to understand the dynamics of social change in some of the most important countries in
the world. It will appeal to all those studying, researching, or teaching issues in Asian society,
language, and politics from a comparative perspective.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Gender, Language and Ideology Momoko
Nakamura, 2014-12-15 The book examines women’s language as an ideological construct historically
created by discourse. The aim is to demonstrate, by delineating a genealogy of Japanese women’s
language, that, to deconstruct and denaturalize the relationships between gender and any language,
and to account for why and how they are related as they are, we must consider history, discourse
and ideology. The book analyzes multiple discourse examples spanning the premodern period of the
thirteenth century to the immediate post-WWII years, mostly translated into English for the first
time, locating them in political, social and academic developments and describing each historical
period in a manner easily accessible for those readers not familiar with Japanese history. This is the
first book that describes a comprehensive development of Japanese women’s language and will
greatly interest students of Japanese language, gender and language studies, linguistics,
anthropology, sociology, and history, as well as women’s studies and sexuality studies.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: Translator Self Training Japanese Morry
Sofer, 2002 Designed to improve translation skills in Japanese.
  what are the main languages spoken in japan: The Dutch Language in Japan
(1600-1900) Christopher Joby, 2020-12-29 In The Dutch Language in Japan (1600-1900)
Christopher Joby offers the first book-length account of the knowledge and use of the Dutch
language in Tokugawa and Meiji Japan. For most of this period, the Dutch were the only Europeans
permitted to trade with Japan. Using the analytical tool of language process, this book explores the
nature and consequences of contact between Dutch and Japanese and other language varieties. The
processes analysed include language learning, contact and competition, code switching, translation,
lexical, syntactic and graphic interference, and language shift. The picture that emerges is that the
multifarious uses of Dutch, especially the translation of Dutch books, would have a profound effect
on the language, society, culture and intellectual life of Japan.
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