
church history in plain language
**A Simple Guide to Church History in Plain Language**

church history in plain language is a fascinating journey that helps us understand how
Christianity began, evolved, and shaped the world we live in today. Whether you're new to
the subject or just want a clearer picture without the complicated jargon, this guide
breaks down key moments and ideas into easy-to-understand terms. Church history isn’t
just about dates and famous figures; it’s about how communities of faith grew, adapted,
and influenced culture over centuries.

Let’s explore the story of the church from its humble beginnings to the diverse global
presence it has now, all explained in a way that anyone can follow.

The Beginnings: The Early Church

The story of the church starts in the first century AD, shortly after Jesus of Nazareth’s life,
death, and resurrection. The early followers of Jesus, who were mostly Jewish, began
gathering in small groups to share teachings and care for one another. This period is often
called the "Apostolic Age" because the apostles, Jesus’s closest followers, led the
movement.

Who Were the Early Christians?

Early Christians were ordinary people—fishermen, merchants, and farmers—who believed
Jesus was the promised Messiah. They met in homes rather than large buildings,
celebrating shared meals and reading scriptures. Their faith was centered on Jesus’s
message of love, forgiveness, and eternal life.

Challenges and Growth

The early church faced many difficulties, including persecution by Roman authorities who
saw Christianity as a threat. Despite this, the church grew rapidly, spreading throughout
the Roman Empire thanks to missionaries like Paul, who traveled extensively to preach.

From Persecution to Power: Christianity Becomes
Official

One of the most significant turning points in church history came in the early 4th century.
Emperor Constantine, after a famous vision, legalized Christianity with the Edict of Milan
in 313 AD. This was a game-changer—it allowed Christians to worship openly and



eventually led to Christianity becoming the Roman Empire’s official religion.

The Council of Nicaea

In 325 AD, Constantine called the first ecumenical council in Nicaea. This gathering of
church leaders helped establish unified Christian beliefs, especially about the nature of
Jesus Christ. The Nicene Creed, a statement of faith still used today, was a result of this
council. It helped clarify key doctrines and unify diverse Christian groups.

The Rise of the Church’s Influence

With imperial support, the church grew wealthy and powerful. Large cathedrals were
built, church leaders became influential in politics, and Christianity deeply shaped
European culture. This period set the stage for the medieval church’s dominance.

The Middle Ages: The Church’s Golden Age and
Challenges

The Middle Ages, roughly from the 5th to the 15th century, saw the church as the central
institution in Europe. It was not only a religious authority but also a political and social
one.

Monasteries and Learning

Monasteries became centers of learning, preserving ancient texts and educating future
leaders. Monks copied manuscripts by hand, which kept knowledge alive through
turbulent times. The church also played a key role in art, music, and architecture, giving
us some of the most beautiful cathedrals in the world.

Crusades and Conflicts

This era wasn’t without controversy. The Crusades, a series of religious wars aimed at
reclaiming the Holy Land, were marked by violence and political intrigue. There were also
conflicts within Christianity, such as the Great Schism of 1054, which split the church into
the Roman Catholic Church in the West and the Eastern Orthodox Church in the East.

The Reformation: A Time of Change



By the early 16th century, many people were unhappy with the Catholic Church’s
practices, like selling indulgences (forgiveness for sins) and corruption among leaders.
This dissatisfaction sparked the Protestant Reformation, a movement that forever changed
Christianity.

Martin Luther and His 95 Theses

In 1517, Martin Luther, a German monk, nailed his 95 Theses to a church door, criticizing
church abuses and calling for reform. His ideas spread quickly thanks to the printing
press. Luther emphasized that salvation comes through faith alone, not through church
rituals or payments.

The Birth of Protestantism

The Reformation led to the creation of new Christian denominations, including
Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Anglicanism. These groups rejected the authority of the pope
and emphasized personal Bible study and faith. This diversity of belief systems shaped
modern Christianity’s landscape.

The Modern Era: Diversity and Global Growth

From the 17th century to today, the church has continued to evolve, spreading worldwide
and adapting to new cultural contexts.

Missionary Work and Expansion

Christian missionaries traveled to Africa, Asia, and the Americas, sharing their faith and
establishing churches. This global expansion made Christianity one of the world’s largest
religions, with millions of followers from diverse backgrounds.

Ecumenism and Dialogue

In recent times, there has been a movement toward unity among different Christian
denominations. Ecumenical efforts seek to bridge gaps and focus on shared beliefs rather
than differences. This spirit of dialogue is helping to foster cooperation and
understanding.

The Role of the Church Today



Today, churches serve not only as places of worship but also as centers for community
support, charity, and social justice. Modern churches often engage in issues like poverty
alleviation, education, and human rights, reflecting a broader understanding of their
mission.

Understanding Church History in Plain Language

When we talk about church history in plain language, we’re breaking down a complex
story into simple ideas. It’s about people coming together to live out their faith, facing
challenges, and shaping societies across centuries.

Here are a few tips for exploring church history on your own:

Start with key events: Knowing moments like the Council of Nicaea or the
Reformation gives you a framework.

Learn about important figures: People like Paul, Augustine, Luther, and others
made big impacts.

Understand different branches: Catholicism, Orthodoxy, and Protestantism each
have unique traditions and histories.

Use accessible resources: Look for books or videos that explain history simply
without heavy theological language.

By approaching church history in a straightforward way, you can appreciate its richness
and relevance without getting lost in complicated terms.

Exploring this history helps us see how faith has influenced everything from art and
culture to politics and community life. It’s a story of human hope, struggle, and
transformation that continues to unfold today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is church history?
Church history is the study of the development and events of the Christian church from its
beginning to the present day.

Why is church history important?
Church history helps us understand how Christian beliefs, practices, and communities
have changed and grown over time.



Who was the first leader of the Christian church?
The apostle Peter is often considered the first leader of the Christian church, especially in
the early days after Jesus' death and resurrection.

What was the Great Schism?
The Great Schism was a split in 1054 between the Western Roman Catholic Church and
the Eastern Orthodox Church, mainly over differences in beliefs and leadership.

What was the Protestant Reformation?
The Protestant Reformation was a movement in the 16th century that led to the creation of
Protestant churches, challenging some teachings and practices of the Catholic Church.

How did Christianity spread in the early church?
Christianity spread through the work of apostles and missionaries who traveled, preached,
and wrote letters to different communities.

What role did the Roman Empire play in church history?
The Roman Empire initially persecuted Christians but later became a supporter of
Christianity when Emperor Constantine converted in the early 4th century.

What is the Nicene Creed and why is it important?
The Nicene Creed is a statement of Christian beliefs created in the 4th century to unite
believers and clarify important teachings about Jesus and God.

Additional Resources
Church History in Plain Language: A Clear Overview of Christianity’s Evolution

Church history in plain language offers an accessible gateway to understanding the
vast and complex narrative of Christianity’s development from its inception to the present
day. Rather than delving into theological jargon or exhaustive doctrinal debates, this
approach emphasizes a straightforward and chronological exploration. By focusing on key
events, influential figures, and pivotal movements, one can grasp how the Christian
church evolved socially, culturally, and institutionally over centuries.

Tracing the Origins: Early Christianity and the
Apostolic Era

The story begins in the 1st century CE with the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth,



whose followers formed the nucleus of what would become Christianity. The church
history in plain language reveals that early Christians were initially a small, persecuted
sect within Judaism. The apostles, particularly Peter and Paul, played critical roles in
spreading Christian beliefs beyond Jewish communities to Gentiles across the Roman
Empire.

During this period, the church was largely informal, meeting in homes and catacombs.
Despite persecution under Roman authorities, Christianity’s emphasis on community,
charity, and salvation attracted converts. Key developments included the establishment of
early creeds and the collection of sacred texts that would become the New Testament.

The First Ecumenical Councils and Doctrinal
Foundations

By the 4th century, Christianity had transitioned from a persecuted minority to the official
religion of the Roman Empire, especially after Emperor Constantine’s Edict of Milan in
313 CE. This pivotal moment led to the convening of ecumenical councils, such as the
Council of Nicaea in 325 CE, which sought to unify Christian doctrine. These councils
addressed controversies like the nature of Christ and the Trinity, shaping orthodox
Christian beliefs.

Church history in plain language here highlights the significance of these councils as
attempts to create consensus amidst theological diversity. The Nicene Creed emerged as a
defining statement of Christian faith, a milestone in institutionalizing church teachings.

The Middle Ages: Institutional Growth and
Challenges

The medieval period saw the church become a dominant social and political force in
Europe. The rise of the Papacy centralized spiritual authority in Rome, while monasteries
became centers for education, preservation of knowledge, and missionary activity. The
church’s influence extended into governance, law, and culture, exemplified by the
construction of grand cathedrals and the establishment of universities.

However, this era was not without challenges. The Great Schism of 1054 split Christianity
into Western Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, illustrating deep theological and
cultural divisions. Additionally, the Crusades, a series of religious military campaigns,
reflected the complex interplay between faith, politics, and violence.

The Role of Monasticism and Scholasticism

Monastic communities, such as the Benedictines and later the Franciscans and
Dominicans, played a crucial role in church history. They preserved classical texts and
promoted spiritual discipline. Scholasticism, a method of critical thought championed by



thinkers like Thomas Aquinas, sought to reconcile faith with reason, influencing theology
and philosophy profoundly.

The Reformation and Its Aftermath

The 16th century ushered in one of the most transformative periods in church history. The
Protestant Reformation, initiated by figures like Martin Luther and John Calvin,
challenged the authority and practices of the Roman Catholic Church. Issues such as
indulgences, church corruption, and the nature of salvation fueled calls for reform.

Church history in plain language identifies the Reformation as a catalyst for religious
pluralism, leading to the creation of various Protestant denominations. This fragmentation
reshaped European religious and political landscapes and prompted the Catholic Counter-
Reformation, which sought internal reform and reaffirmation of doctrine.

Impact of Printing and Vernacular Bibles

Technological advances, particularly the printing press, greatly influenced the spread of
Reformation ideas. The availability of vernacular Bibles empowered laypeople to interpret
scripture independently, diminishing clerical monopoly over religious knowledge. This
democratization of faith was a significant shift in church history.

Modern Developments: Global Expansion and
Contemporary Challenges

In the centuries following the Reformation, Christianity expanded globally through
missionary efforts tied to European colonialism. This growth diversified the faith,
integrating it with various cultures across Africa, Asia, and the Americas. Today, the
church exists in myriad forms, from traditional liturgical communities to charismatic and
evangelical movements.

Contemporary church history grapples with issues such as ecumenical dialogue,
secularization, and social justice. The Second Vatican Council (1962–1965) exemplifies
ongoing efforts within the Catholic Church to engage modernity and reform practices.
Meanwhile, Protestant and Orthodox churches continue dialogues aimed at unity amid
diversity.

Challenges and Opportunities in the 21st Century

The church today faces challenges including declining attendance in some regions, ethical
debates on gender and sexuality, and the role of religion in public life. Yet, it also
possesses opportunities through digital media, interfaith collaboration, and renewed social



activism.

Declining institutional authority: Many traditional churches experience
membership loss.

Technological adaptation: Online worship and digital outreach expand global
connectivity.

Interfaith engagement: Dialogue promotes peacebuilding and mutual
understanding.

Social justice initiatives: Churches increasingly address poverty, racism, and
environmental concerns.

Understanding church history in plain language facilitates appreciation of these dynamics
without requiring specialized theological knowledge. It opens avenues for informed
discussion and deeper insight into Christianity’s ongoing role in shaping societies.

The narrative of the church is not merely a chronicle of religious events but a reflection of
human history itself—marked by triumphs, struggles, reformations, and resilience. By
examining this story with clarity and neutrality, one gains a more nuanced perspective on
the past and present of one of the world’s most influential institutions.

Church History In Plain Language
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  church history in plain language: Church History in Plain Language Bruce Shelley,
2013-12-10 Church History in Plain Language makes church history clear, memorable, and
accessible to every reader. Dr. Bruce Shelley makes church history come alive in this classic book
that has become not only the first choice of many laypeople and church leaders but the standard text
in many college classrooms. Church History in Plain Language treats history as the story of
people—their motivations, the issues they grapple with, the decisions they make—and the result is
that history reads like a story, almost as dramatic and moving as a novel. This fourth edition, revised
by R.L. Hatchett, brings the story of Christianity into the twenty-first century, with detailed
information on: Theology of the early church and Reformation Gnosticism and its ongoing relevance
The rapid global extension and transformation of Christianity since 1900 The decline in traditional
mainline denominations The influence of technology on the spread of the gospel How Christianity
intersects with other religions in countries all over the world Church History in Plain Language
makes history easy to follow and retain by dividing the Christian story into the great ages of the
church. Its clarity, organization, and historical accuracy are part of what make this book a go-to
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resource for today's readers.
  church history in plain language: Church History in Plain Language Bruce Shelley,
1996-04-19 It's about time that someone wrote church history that tells about people, not just about
eras and ages. Church History in Plain Language taps the roots of our Christian family tree. It
combines authoritative research with a captivating style to bring our heritage home to us.
  church history in plain language: Church History in Plain Language, Fifth Edition Bruce
Shelley, 2021-07-13 Over 330,000 copies sold. This is the story of the church for today's readers.
Bruce Shelley's classic history of the church brings the story of global Christianity into the
twenty-first century. Like a skilled screenwriter, Shelley begins each chapter with three elements:
characters, setting, plot. Taking readers from the early centuries of the church up through the
modern era he tells his readers a story of actual people, in a particular situation, taking action or
being acted upon, provides a window into the circumstances and historical context, and from there
develops the story of a major period or theme of Christian history. Covering recent events, this book
also: Details the rapid growth of evangelical and Pentecostal Christianity in the southern hemisphere
Addresses the decline in traditional mainline denominations Examines the influence of technology on
the spread of the gospel Discusses how Christianity intersects with other religions in countries all
over the world For this fifth edition, Marshall Shelley brought together a team of historians,
historical theologians, and editors to revise and update this father's classic text. The new edition
adds important stories of the development of Christianity in Asia, India, and Africa, both in the early
church as well as in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. It also highlights the stories of women
and non-Europeans who significantly influenced the development of Christianity but whose
contributions are often overlooked in previous overviews of church history. This concise book
provides an easy-to-read guide to church history with intellectual substance. The new edition of
Church History in Plain Language promises to set a new standard for readable church history.
  church history in plain language: Church History in Plain Language Workbook Bruce Shelley,
Stacey Shelley Lingle, 2022-08-30 This workbook is designed to accompany the fifth edition of Bruce
Shelley's Church History in Plain Language. Following the textbook's structure, this workbook offers
discussion questions for group and personal reflection, assessments, activities, and resources for
further study, all of which reinforce the textbook's teaching and support the students' learning
experience. The newest edition of Bruce Shelley's Church History in Plain Language brings the story
of global Christianity into the twenty-first century. In this fifth edition, Marshall Shelley assembled a
team of historians, historical theologians, and editors to revise and update his father's classic text.
As a result, it now includes important stories of the development of Christianity in Asia, India, and
Africa, both in the early church as well as in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. It also
highlights the stories of women and non-Europeans who significantly influenced the development of
Christianity but whose contributions are often overlooked in overviews of church history. Covering
recent events, this book also: Details the rapid growth of Christianity in the southern hemisphere
Examines the influence of technology on the spread of the gospel Discusses how Christianity
intersects with other religions in countries all over the world Together with this workbook
companion, the new edition of Church History in Plain Language provides an easy-to-read guide to
global Christianity and promises to set a new standard for readable church history.
  church history in plain language: Historical Models of Christian Missions Robert Reese,
2023-09-28 Given that we are in a new era in the World Christian Movement, when Christianity is
practically no longer associated with any powerful nation, we can benefit from a survey of all major
methods of Christian missions used in the past twenty centuries to see what works best in our time.
The best template for current missions is the first three centuries of the spread of our faith.
  church history in plain language: A Matter of Conviction Jerry Sutton, 2008 A Matter of
Conviction chronicles the history of the ERLC against the backdrop of culture war challenges that
drive the larger movement of evangelical activism, from the organization's earliest days to its
current activities under the leadership of conservative values champion Dr. Richard Land. Author
and renowned pastor Jerry Sutton anchors his writing in the biblical mandate for cultural



engagement, a biblical understanding of the relationship between church and society, and the rise of
Baptist influence in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
  church history in plain language: Beyond Church and Parachurch Angie Ward,
2025-05-13 Discovering New Dimensions in Faith-Based Community Work A welcome and needed
book addressing the current tensions and opportunities. . . . Dr. Ward's foundational book points us
to a way forward. I am enthused at what this book can do to lead us as church leaders and agency
leaders to a new synergy. – Jerry E. White, international president emeritus of The Navigators, a
Christian parachurch organization In a world where the church's relevance is often questioned,
Angie Ward offers a compelling blueprint for a unified ecclesial future in Beyond Church and
Parachurch. Beyond Church and Parachurch is not just a historical and theological exploration; it's a
roadmap for rethinking the very essence of Christian ministry. Whether you're a pastor, mission
leader, or nonprofit executive, you will be challenged to transcend conventional boundaries and
discover the full spectrum of the church's potential. Holistic Understanding: Develops a
comprehensive view that integrates both traditional and emerging forms of ministry. Innovative
Strategies: Beyond Church and Parachurch presents forward-thinking approaches to facilitate
collaboration between churches and parachurch organizations. Inclusive Leadership: Emphasizes
the importance of diverse leadership in fostering a more inclusive community. Practical Applications:
Offers actionable insights and case studies to apply the concepts in real-world contexts.
Future-Oriented: Focuses on long-term vision and sustainable practices for impactful ministry work.
Dive into a fresh understanding of the church in all its forms—be it campus ministries, mission
agencies, or church-planting networks. Ward's vision dismantles the silos that fragment evangelical
efforts, urging us to view the church as an interconnected ecosystem of apostolic networks. This
paradigm shift empowers leaders to maximize kingdom impact, fostering cooperation and
collaboration across organizations. With practical insights and visionary guidance, Beyond Church
and Parachurch equips Christian leaders to serve a world in need with renewed purpose and unity.
Transform your ministry approach and join a movement that redefines what it means to be the
church.
  church history in plain language: The Pentagon of Faith: A Christian's Need for the
Traditional Faith of our Fathers Rev. Dr. Donald R. Hayes, DTh, ASF, 2012-08-01 Sacred Theism vs.
Secular Humanism outlines original sin and the forces of good vs. evil working in our world today.
  church history in plain language: The Influence of the Church on the Local Community
Abraham G. Ndung'u, 2021-01-05 The church is called to be the agency through which God is not
only known but through which his kingdom is also advanced. This book, therefore, is an attempt to
examine the church's influence on communities through social justice practices as part of advancing
the gospel of the kingdom of God. The book brings out results of a study about a congregation's
significant impact on a local community through varied social justice programs. The book also
provides relevant recommendations on how such initiatives can be improved for a more effective
kingdom-driven ministry to local communities. It is hoped that the example of J. Jireh Ministry
Church provides a case worthy of emulation by other churches, congregations, and similar
faith-based community organizations for ministering to social justice needs at the local level.
  church history in plain language: Discovering the Truth About Discipleship - Volume One
Douglas Bennett,
  church history in plain language: The Heart of Wisdom Teaching Approach Robin Sampson,
2005-04 Details the Bible-based homeschool teaching approach for parents, and discusses Christian
education, learning styles, unit studies, bible study, and more.
  church history in plain language: Church History in Plain Language Bruce Shelley,
2021-07-13 Bruce Shelley's classic one-volume history of the church, now in 5th edition, brings the
story of global Christianity into the twenty-first century and provides an easy-to-read guide to
Christian history with compelling narrative and intellectual substance.
  church history in plain language: 30 Events That Shaped the Church Alton Gansky,
2015-01-20 The church of today did not appear on the earth fully formed but developed over the



centuries through historical events that, while they may seem distant, have a direct effect on our
everyday lives. Following Jesus's command to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth, the
apostles and their spiritual descendants have grown the church through times of peace and times of
war, through persecution and pilgrimage. The church that began as a rag-tag group of Middle
Eastern fishermen, tax collectors, and zealots became the multi-ethnic, multifaceted church of today.
Now thirty of those course-altering events are brought to life by consummate storyteller Alton
Gansky. Spanning twenty centuries of history, this lively book will entertain and educate readers
who love history and who want to know why the church is the way it is today.
  church history in plain language: Die unauslöschliche Flamme Sandy Davis Kirk,
2014-05-30 Christen haben ein Verlangen mit einer niemals endenden Leidenschaft erfüllt zu sein.
Wir sehnen uns nach der unauslöschlichen Flamme der Erweckung, die Jesus uns geben möchte.
Wie können wir eine Erweckung haben, die nicht im Sande verläuft? Wie können wir innerlich
brennen, ohne das Feuer wieder zu verlieren? Wo sind die Propheten, die die Leere wahrnehmen,
die sich während der letzten 100 Jahre in die Gemeinden eingeschlichen hat? Wir müssen
Erweckung am Kreuz festmachen, wo eine ewige Flamme brennt. So wie im Himmel das Lamm mit
dem Vater auf dem Thron sitzt, ist es nun an der Zeit, dass das Lamm das Zentrum des irdischen
Thrones wird. Gib Ihm heute diesen Platz und dein Leben wird sich für immer verändern.
  church history in plain language: Church History for Modern Ministry Dayton Hartman,
2016-02-17 With all the pressing demands of modern ministry, why make time to learn church
history? Is it relevant to worship and ministry today? Pastor Dayton Hartman argues that church
history is not old news, but a vital component of a healthy ministry. In Church History for Modern
Ministry, Hartman explores the importance of church history and shows how an understanding of
our past can help us address contemporary issues. The faithfulness, discipleship, and perseverance
of the early church can help today's church stand firm in times of change. Hartman gives us an
enjoyable, readable, and trustworthy book in Church History for Modern Ministry that helps us see
the theological and ministerial value of studying our history. If you're a pastor, you need to know
church history--not just for doctrinal clarity and sermon illustrations, but also for your own spiritual
nourishment. I will be pointing pastors and aspiring pastors to this book for years to come. --Tony
Merida, founding pastor, Imago Dei Church, Raleigh, NC For many evangelicals, church history
jumps from the book of Acts, has a brief stopover in the Protestant Reformation, and picks up in the
present day. In Church History for Modern Ministry, Hartman corrects our dangerous a-historical
view by mining the rich history of our faith. I'll be recommending this to pastors and parishioners
alike. It's a great way for them to meet the family they never knew they had! --Drew Dyck, managing
editor, Leadership Journal; author, Yawning at Tigers: You Can't Tame God, So Stop Trying It seems
to me that 95 percent of the stupid things we do as pastors could be avoided if we knew a little
church history. I am very happy that Dayton Hartman has written this book. As both a practicing
pastor and a practicing church historian, he is well poised to bring the insights of our forefathers to
bear on the day-to-day issues that confront church leaders. That Church History for Modern Ministry
is both short and snarky is an added bonus! --Mike McKinley, author; contributor and speaker,
9Marks; senior pastor, Sterling Park Baptist Church (Sterling, VA) In this helpful book Hartman
shows pastors why we should appreciate church history. Every generation of Christians and pastors
stands on the shoulders of those who have gone before. The lessons that God taught our forebears
can be very useful for ministry today. Hartman helps us see how this is so, and also provides
practical suggestions for introducing historical insights into congregational life. I recommend this
book for pastors as well as other church leaders. --Tom Ascol, PhD; executive director, Founders
Ministries Christians in America today--especially evangelicals--suffer from a damaging lack of
connection to the 'cloud of witnesses' who have preceded us in Christian history. I am happy to
commend Dr. Dayton Hartman's readable introduction to church history for pastors, who will surely
be the key players in teaching Christians about the riches of the church's past. --Thomas S. Kidd,
PhD; professor of history, Baylor University Over the past decade, I have taught church history to
over a thousand seminarians and college students. Many of them have raised questions about



whether or not church history is really useful for pastors and other ministers. While I make regular
pastoral application in the classroom, I have yet to find a good book to point students to that weds
church history and practical ministry. I'm grateful that pastor-historian Dayton Hartman has written
this book--it fills an important gap and answers many of the questions my students are asking. I
hopeChurch History for Modern Ministry is widely read and leads more pastors and other ministry
leaders to mine the depths of Christian history for contemporary spiritual flourishing. --Nathan Finn,
PhD; dean of the School of Theology and Missions, Union University All pastors and Christian
teachers can greatly benefit from a solid knowledge of church history. And the best place to start is
with Dayton Hartman's book Church History for Modern Ministry. This helpful book presents the key
content of church history in a clear, concise, and careful manner. Yet the book is also distinct in
reflecting careful theological ideas in a readable and sometimes humorous way. I endorse this book
and its author to all readers. --Kenneth R. Samples, senior research scholar, Reasons to Believe
Church History for Modern Ministry is a lighthearted yet serious look into the value of Christian
history for contemporary ministry. Knowing the past helps ministers respond to future events with
practical wisdom and theological depth. Hartman frames historical and theological developments
with the expertise of a historian and the disposition of a pastor while introducing us to saints of old
along the way. --Walter Strickland II, special advisor to the president for diversity, instructor of
theology, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary Cloaked in skinny jeans, coiffed with a
faux-hawk and possessed by a sense of humor and engaging style, Dayton Hartman invites his tribe
(pastors) to visit the foreign country that is the church's past. An able guide, Hartman gives an
introductory tour that will surely inspire his group to visit again and again and to appreciate, value,
and dialogue with church history as they press on to lead the people of God today. --Edward L.
Smither, PhD; dean of the College of Intercultural Studies, Columbia International University; author
of Augustine as Mentor This book is like most of my favorite books: short, enjoyable, and
surprisingly practical! Hartman has provided an easy-to-read primer on the need and relevance of
church history for our modern-day ministry. This book is anything but dry, and Hartman writes in a
way that is relatable, refreshingly accessible, and immediately helpful. I was challenged by my own
distance from the church of the past and encouraged to close that gap as a result of this work. Read
it, enjoy it, and put these exhortations to use for the glory of God and the good of His church! --Brian
Davis, hip-hop artist (God's Servant), Lamp Mode Recordings; pastor/church planter, Risen Christ
Fellowship (Philadelphia, PA)
  church history in plain language: Epic: An Around-the-World Journey through Christian
History Tim Challies, 2020-03-31 33 fascinating objects. 1 amazing story. Join author and pastor
Tim Challies as he embarks on a three-year journey spanning multiple continents and some of the
most unusual places in the world. Tim introduces you to thirty-three carefully selected objects that
help you understand the long and complicated history of Christianity in a unique and creative way.
Beginning with Jesus and the early church, Challies looks at: The importance of graffiti on an ancient
jail cell The creedal significance of a carving on a museum statue The enduring importance of
ancient manuscripts and books And much more! Along the way, you’ll discover the story you're
already a part of. Epic features: An epic journey: 24 countries, 6 continents, 75 flights, 80 museums
Beautiful full-color book design featuring the objects and Tim's journey The complete experience: a
10-episode documentary is also available, taking you on location and providing an immersive
experience for understanding the history of Christianity Together we will listen to these voices of the
past tell us the epic story of what God has done and continues to do in our world today. - Tim
Challies
  church history in plain language: Ekklesia Alessandra Stumpf, 2025-07-14 Fünf Studenten.
Ein unsichtbarer Krieg. Zwei Gesichter der Macht. Jonas, Raphael, Eleanor, Luca und Finn wollten
eigentlich nur ihr Theologiestudium beenden, bis Victor Lancaster plötzlich wieder auf der
Bildfläche erscheint, mit der sanften Überzeugung eines Rammbocks und der charmanten Drohung
einer mittelalterlichen Inquisition. Was als leise Suche nach Wahrheit beginnt, wird zu einem Ruf in
die Tiefe der Kirchengeschichte. Alte Pergamente, verborgenes Wissen und unbequeme Wahrheiten



wirbeln das Leben der fünf auf und zwingen sie, sich einer Entscheidung zu stellen, die sie nie
hatten treffen wollen: Unterwerfen sie sich einem System, das den Namen Gottes missbraucht? Oder
stehen sie auf für den Einen, der sie in die Freiheit ruft? Zwischen sarkastischem Humor, ehrlicher
Freundschaft und Momenten heiliger Ehrfurcht geraten sie in einen geistlichen Kampf, den sie nicht
gesucht haben und den sie doch nicht mehr leugnen können. `Ekklesia Der unsichtbare Kampf ́ ist
der dritte Band der theologischen Jugendromanreihe, die dich mitnimmt in eine Geschichte von Mut,
Demut und echtem Glauben. Ein Buch, das dich herausfordert, zum Fragen einlädt und dich leise
fragt: Für wen stehst du auf?
  church history in plain language: Encountering the History of Missions (Encountering
Mission) John Mark Terry, Robert L. Gallagher, 2017-08-22 This new addition to a highly acclaimed
series portrays the sweep of missions history, revealing how God has fulfilled his promise to bless all
the nations. Two leading missionary scholars and experienced professors help readers understand
how missions began, how missions developed, and where missions is going. The authors cover all of
missions history and provide practical application of history's lessons. Maps, tables, box inserts,
sidebars, and discussion questions add to the book's usefulness in the classroom.
  church history in plain language: The Making of Biblical Womanhood Beth Allison Barr,
2021-04-20 USA TODAY BESTSELLER It is time for Christian patriarchy to end. Biblical
womanhood--the belief that God designed women to be submissive wives, virtuous mothers, and
joyful homemakers--pervades North American Christianity. From choices about careers to roles in
local churches to relationship dynamics, this belief shapes the everyday lives of evangelical women.
Yet biblical womanhood isn't biblical, says historian Beth Allison Barr. It arose from a series of
clearly definable historical moments. Barr presents historical insights and shares a better way
forward for the contemporary church by ● giving context for contemporary teachings about
women's roles in the church ● explaining why biblical womanhood is more about human power
structures than the message of Christ ● interweaving her story and experiences as a Baptist pastor's
wife ● shedding light on the #ChurchToo movement and abuse scandals in Southern Baptist circles
and the broader evangelical world This book moves the conversation about biblical womanhood
beyond Greek grammar and into the realm of church history--ancient, medieval, and modern--to
show that this belief is not divinely ordained but a product of human civilization that continues to
creep into the church. A powerful work of skillful research and personal insight.--Publishers Weekly
Christianity Today 2022 Book Award Finalist (History & Biography) ● Foreword INDIES 2021
Finalist for Religion
  church history in plain language: The One Year Christian History E. Michael Rusten, Sharon
O. Rusten, 2014-01-10 What happened on this date in church history? From ancient Rome to the
twenty-first century, from peasants to presidents, from missionaries to martyrs, this book shows how
God does extraordinary things through ordinary people every day of the year. Each story appears on
the day and month that it occurred and includes questions for reflection and a related Scripture
verse.
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