case study research method definition

Case Study Research Method Definition: Exploring Its Meaning and Application

case study research method definition refers to a qualitative research approach that
involves an in-depth, contextual analysis of a single case or multiple cases within a real-life
setting. Unlike broad surveys or experimental designs that often aim for generalizability,
case study research zooms in on the complexities and particularities of a specific
subject—Dbe it an individual, group, organization, event, or phenomenon. This method
allows researchers to gather rich, detailed data through various techniques, providing a
holistic understanding that can reveal insights not easily captured by other methodologies.

Understanding what the case study research method definition entails is crucial for
researchers, students, and professionals who wish to delve deeply into the “how” and
“why” questions surrounding a subject. It’s widely used in social sciences, education,
business, health sciences, and beyond, highlighting its versatility and depth.

What Exactly Is the Case Study Research Method?

At its core, the case study research method is about exploring and analyzing a bounded
system—commonly referred to as “the case.” This could mean a single individual’s
experience, the dynamics within an organization, or even a community’s response to a
policy change. The emphasis is on a comprehensive, contextualized investigation.

Unlike quantitative methods that prioritize numbers and statistical relationships, the case
study approach values narrative, context, and the interrelated factors influencing the case.
It’s especially useful when the boundaries between the phenomenon and context aren’t
clearly evident, making it ideal for studying complex, real-world issues.

Key Characteristics of the Case Study Research Method

- ¥**Contextual Focus**: It considers the environment or setting as an integral part of the
case.

- **Multiple Data Sources**: Researchers often collect data through interviews,
observations, documents, and artifacts.

- **Exploratory or Explanatory**: It can serve to explore new areas or explain causal links
within the case.

- **Holistic Perspective**: The approach seeks to understand the case from various angles
rather than isolating variables.

- **Flexibility**: Adaptable to different research questions, whether descriptive,
explanatory, or exploratory.



Why Use Case Study Research Method?
Advantages and Applications

The appeal of the case study research method lies in its richness and depth. Here’s why
many researchers opt for this approach:

In-Depth Understanding

Case studies allow for a detailed exploration that uncovers nuances and complexities often
missed by other research strategies. For example, when studying organizational change, a
case study can reveal the subtle interpersonal dynamics, leadership styles, and cultural
factors at play.

Real-World Context

By studying cases within their natural settings, the research becomes more relevant and
grounded. This contextual awareness makes findings more applicable and insightful,
especially in applied fields like education or healthcare.

Flexibility in Data Collection

The case study research method definition embraces multiple data sources. Interviews,
focus groups, field notes, archival records, and audiovisual materials can all contribute to
a richer, triangulated understanding of the case.

Generating Hypotheses

In exploratory research, case studies often serve as a foundation for developing new
theories or hypotheses that can be tested in further studies.

Types of Case Study Research Methods

Case study research isn’t a one-size-fits-all approach. Its diversity allows it to be tailored
to the research purpose.

Exploratory Case Studies

These are preliminary investigations used to identify research questions or test feasibility.



They’'re valuable when little is known about a phenomenon.

Descriptive Case Studies

This type provides a detailed account of the case without necessarily seeking to explain
causal relationships. It focuses on “what” happened.

Explanatory Case Studies

These delve into causality and try to answer “how” and “why” questions. They’re common
in fields aiming to understand underlying mechanisms.

Intrinsic vs. Instrumental Case Studies

- **Intrinsic case studies** focus on the case itself because it is unique or interesting.
- **Instrumental case studies** use the case to understand a broader issue or refine a
theory.

Steps Involved in Conducting a Case Study
Research

Applying the case study research method involves a systematic process to ensure rigor
and relevance.

1. Defining the Case: Clearly identify the case and its boundaries—what will be
studied and what falls outside the scope.

2. Designing the Study: Decide on the type of case study, data collection methods,
and research questions.

3. Data Collection: Gather information through interviews, observations, document
analysis, and other relevant sources.

4. Organizing and Analyzing Data: Use coding, thematic analysis, pattern matching,
or other qualitative techniques to interpret the data.

5. Reporting Findings: Present the case narrative, supported by evidence, to provide
a comprehensive understanding.



Challenges and Considerations in Case Study
Research

While the case study research method definition highlights its strengths, it’s important to
be aware of potential pitfalls.

Limited Generalizability

Since case studies focus on specific instances, their findings may not be widely
generalizable. However, they excel at providing deep insights that can inform theory and
practice.

Researcher Bias

Close involvement with the case may introduce subjective interpretations. Maintaining
reflexivity and transparency about the researcher’s role can mitigate this.

Data Overload

The volume of data collected can be overwhelming. Effective organization and clear
research questions help keep the study manageable.

Maintaining Objectivity

Balancing empathy and analytical distance is crucial, especially when studying sensitive or
complex cases.

Case Study Research Method in Practice: Tips for
Researchers

If you're considering the case study approach for your next project, here are some
practical tips:

¢ Be Clear About Your Case: Narrow down the focus to avoid scope creep and
ensure meaningful analysis.

e Use Multiple Data Sources: Triangulation strengthens credibility and provides a
richer picture.



e Develop a Strong Theoretical Framework: Anchor your study in existing
literature to guide data interpretation.

e Document Your Process: Keep detailed records of your methodology, decisions,
and reflections to enhance transparency.

 Engage Participants Respectfully: Building trust can yield more authentic and
insightful data.

Integrating Case Study Research Method
Definition with Other Research Techniques

Although the case study method is often qualitative, it can be combined with quantitative
methods to create mixed-methods research. For instance, a researcher might conduct a
case study along with surveys or experiments to validate findings or provide
complementary perspectives. This integration enhances the robustness and applicability of
the research outcomes.

Exploring the case study research method definition opens up a world where in-depth,
contextualized understanding takes center stage. Whether you’re intrigued by the story
behind an organizational success or the lived experience of a policy’s impact, this method
offers a versatile toolkit to uncover meaningful insights. By appreciating its nuances and
thoughtfully applying its principles, you can conduct research that truly resonates with
real-world complexity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the case study research method?

The case study research method is a qualitative research approach that involves an in-
depth, detailed examination of a single case or multiple cases within a real-life context.

How is the case study research method defined in social
sciences?

In social sciences, the case study research method is defined as an empirical inquiry that
investigates a contemporary phenomenon within its real-life context, especially when the
boundaries between phenomenon and context are not clearly evident.

What are the key characteristics of the case study



research method?

Key characteristics include an in-depth focus on a single or few cases, use of multiple data
sources, contextual analysis, and a holistic understanding of the subject under study.

Why is the case study research method important?

It is important because it allows researchers to explore complex issues in real-life settings,
providing rich qualitative data and insights that might be missed by other research
methods.

How does the case study research method differ from
other research methods?

Unlike experimental or survey methods, the case study method focuses on detailed
contextual analysis of a limited number of cases, emphasizing depth over breadth and
often using qualitative data.

What types of data are commonly used in case study
research?

Common data types include interviews, observations, documents, archival records, and
audiovisual materials, which collectively provide a comprehensive understanding of the
case.

Can the case study research method be used in
quantitative research?

Yes, while primarily qualitative, case study research can incorporate quantitative data and
analysis to complement qualitative insights and provide a more comprehensive
understanding.

Additional Resources
Case Study Research Method Definition: An In-Depth Exploration

case study research method definition refers to a qualitative research approach that
involves an in-depth, contextual analysis of a single case or multiple cases within a real-life
setting. This method is widely used across various disciplines such as social sciences,
business, education, and health sciences to gain a comprehensive understanding of
complex phenomena that cannot be adequately captured through quantitative methods
alone. Unlike surveys or experiments that focus on generalized data, case study research
emphasizes detailed investigation and holistic examination of the subject matter.

The appeal of the case study research method lies in its ability to provide rich, nuanced
insights into specific instances, allowing researchers to explore the dynamics of real-world
situations in considerable depth. This approach supports the exploration of the “how” and



“why” questions, making it particularly valuable for exploratory, explanatory, or
descriptive research objectives. By focusing on the uniqueness of a context and its
interactions, case studies reveal patterns, causal mechanisms, and contextual factors that
might otherwise remain hidden.

Understanding the Fundamentals of Case Study
Research

The case study research method is defined by several core characteristics that distinguish
it from other research methodologies. At its heart, it involves a bounded system or “case,”
which could be an individual, organization, event, or process, studied intensively within its
real-life context. The researcher collects data from multiple sources such as interviews,
documents, observations, and archival records to build a comprehensive picture.

One of the key features of this method is its flexibility. Researchers can adopt various
designs such as single-case or multiple-case studies, and choose between prospective or
retrospective approaches depending on their research questions. This adaptability makes
it suitable for a broad spectrum of academic inquiries.

Types of Case Study Designs

The diversity within the case study research method definition is reflected in its different
design types:

Exploratory Case Studies: Often used as a preliminary step to identify questions
and hypotheses for further research.

e Descriptive Case Studies: Provide a detailed account of the case without
necessarily explaining causal relationships.

e Explanatory Case Studies: Aim to explain the mechanisms or causes behind
observed phenomena within the case.

e Intrinsic Case Studies: Focus on the case itself because it is of unique interest to
the researcher.

¢ Instrumental Case Studies: Use the case to understand a broader issue or refine a
theoretical framework.

Data Collection Techniques in Case Study Research

The strength of the case study research method definition also lies in its multi-faceted



approach to data collection. Researchers typically employ an array of qualitative and
sometimes quantitative data sources to triangulate findings and enhance validity.

Common data collection methods include:
e Interviews: Semi-structured or unstructured interviews provide firsthand
perspectives and detailed narratives.

e Document Analysis: Examination of reports, memos, emails, and other textual
materials relevant to the case.

¢ Direct Observation: In-context observation enables understanding of behaviors and
interactions as they occur.

e Surveys and Questionnaires: Occasionally used to supplement qualitative data
with quantifiable insights.

This comprehensive approach ensures that the case study captures the complexity of the
subject matter, offering a well-rounded understanding.

Advantages and Challenges of the Case Study
Research Method

The case study research method definition is often praised for its capacity to deliver deep,
context-rich insights, but it is not without limitations. Recognizing these can help
researchers utilize the method more effectively.

Advantages

¢ Contextual Depth: Case studies provide a detailed, in-depth understanding of the
case within its environment, revealing subtle dynamics.

e Flexibility: The method can adapt to various research questions and contexts,
accommodating diverse data sources.

e Exploratory Power: Especially useful for exploring new or complex phenomena
where little prior knowledge exists.

e Holistic Analysis: Allows for integration of multiple perspectives and factors,
highlighting interconnections.

e Practical Relevance: Findings often have direct implications for practice and policy



in real-world settings.

Challenges

¢ Generalizability: Because case studies focus on specific instances, findings may not
always be broadly applicable.

e Time-Intensive: The depth of data collection and analysis requires significant time
and resources.

e Researcher Bias: Subjectivity can influence data interpretation, necessitating
rigorous reflexivity and validation.

¢ Complexity in Data Management: Handling diverse and voluminous data can be
challenging.

Balancing these strengths and weaknesses is crucial for researchers aiming to leverage
the full potential of the case study approach.

Case Study Research Method Compared to Other
Qualitative Methods

Situating the case study research method definition within the broader qualitative
research landscape highlights its unique contributions. Unlike ethnography, which
immerses in cultural contexts over extended periods, case studies often focus on a
particular bounded system without necessarily engaging in participant observation.
Compared to grounded theory, which emphasizes theory generation from data, case
studies may either build or test theories but place more emphasis on contextual
understanding.

Moreover, phenomenological research targets the lived experiences of individuals, while

case studies may encompass organizational or event-level analysis. This comparative
clarity helps researchers select appropriate methods aligned with their research goals.

When to Use the Case Study Research Method

The decision to employ the case study research method often hinges on the nature of the
research question. It is especially advantageous when:



e The inquiry involves “how” and “why” questions that require contextual explanation.
e The phenomenon under study is complex and embedded in a real-life context.
e There is a need to explore new or under-researched topics.

e Multiple sources of evidence can be gathered and triangulated.

Researchers in business management frequently use case studies to analyze
organizational change, strategy, or leadership dynamics. Similarly, educators employ this
method to examine classroom practices or policy implementation, demonstrating its broad
applicability.

Enhancing Rigor in Case Study Research

To mitigate concerns about validity and reliability, scholars advocate for several strategies
that strengthen the credibility of case study findings. Among these are:
e Triangulation: Using multiple data sources and methods to cross-verify evidence.

e Member Checking: Involving participants in reviewing and confirming
interpretations.

¢ Clear Case Boundaries: Defining the scope and parameters of the case explicitly.

¢ Detailed Documentation: Maintaining a comprehensive audit trail of data
collection and analysis processes.

e Theoretical Frameworks: Applying existing theories to guide data interpretation
and enhance analytical rigor.

These practices help address critiques related to subjectivity and limited generalizability,
reinforcing the robustness of case study research.

The case study research method definition encapsulates a powerful approach that bridges
empirical investigation with real-world complexity. By embracing its multifaceted nature

and methodological rigor, researchers can uncover meaningful insights that illuminate the
intricate workings of social, organizational, and individual phenomena.
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case study research method definition: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 2003 With over
90,000 copies sold of the previous editions the new Third Edition of the best-selling Case Study
Research has been carefully revised, updated, and expanded while retaining virtually all of the
features and coverage of the second edition. Robert Yin's comprehensive presentation covers all
aspects of the case study method - from problem definition, design, and data collection, to data
analysis and composition and reporting. Yin also traces the uses and importance of case studies to a
wide range of disciplines, from sociology, psychology and history to management, planning, social
work, and education. New to the Third Edition are: additional examples of case study research;
discussions of developments in related methods, including randomized field trials and
computer-assisted coding techniques; added coverage of the strengths of multiple-case studies, case
study screening, and the case study as a part of larger multi-method studies, and five major analytic
techniques, including the use of logic models to guide analysis. This edition also includes references
to examples of actual case studies in the companion volume Applications of Case Study Research,
Second Edition (Sage, 2003).

case study research method definition: Case Study Research Robert K. Yin, 2009 Providing
a complete portal to the world of case study research, the Fourth Edition of Robert K. Yin’s
bestselling text Case Study Research offers comprehensive coverage of the design and use of the
case study method as a valid research tool. This thoroughly revised text now covers more than 50
case studies (approximately 25% new), gives fresh attention to quantitative analyses, discusses more
fully the use of mixed methods research designs, and includes new methodological insights. The
book’s coverage of case study research and how it is applied in practice gives readers access to
exemplary case studies drawn from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Key Features of
the Fourth Edition Highlights each specific research feature through 44 boxed vignettes that feature
previously published case studies Provides methodological insights to show the similarities between
case studies and other social science methods Suggests a three-stage approach to help readers
define the initial questions they will consider in their own case study research Covers new material
on human subjects protection, the role of Institutional Review Boards, and the interplay between
obtaining IRB approval and the final development of the case study protocol and conduct of a pilot
case Includes an overall graphic of the entire case study research process at the beginning of the
book, then highlights the steps in the process through graphics that appear at the outset of all the
chapters that follow Offers in-text learning aids including “tips” that pose key questions and answers
at the beginning of each chapter, practical exercises, endnotes, and a new cross-referencing table
Case Study Research, Fourth Edition is ideal for courses in departments of Education, Business and
Management, Nursing and Public Health, Public Administration, Anthropology, Sociology, and
Political Science.

case study research method definition: Encyclopedia of Case Study Research Albert J.
Mills, Gabrielle Durepos, Elden Wiebe, 2010 This is the authoritative reference work in the field. An
interdisciplinary set, it investigates the extensive history, design and methods of case study
research.

case study research method definition: Case Study Research and Applications Robert K. Yin,
2017-09-27 Winner of the 2019 McGuffey Longevity Award from the Textbook & Academic Authors
Association (TAA) Recognized as one of the most cited methodology books in the social sciences, the
Sixth Edition of Robert K. Yin's bestselling text provides a complete portal to the world of case study
research. With the integration of 11 applications in this edition, the book gives readers access to
exemplary case studies drawn from a wide variety of academic and applied fields. Ultimately, Case
Study Research and Applications will guide students in the successful use and application of the
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case study research method.

case study research method definition: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY BILL TAYLOR,
GAUTAM SINHA, TAPOSH GHOSHAL, 2006-10-07 The Book Intended to serve as a text for
postgraduate students of commerce, management, and social sciences, and especially for the
first-time researchers, this well-organized book deals with the variety of research methods used in
management and social sciences, with particular emphasis on the implementation of these methods.
It offers readers practical guidelines for research and directs them through all the stages of
research—from identifying a viable research project to the submission of a dissertation, report, or
research article. The text identifies three dimensions of research methodology—research strategies,
research methods and research data—that provide a structure for the book.

case study research method definition: Case Study Research John Gerring, 2016-12-24 Case
Study Research: Principles and Practices provides a general understanding of the case study method
as well as specific tools for its successful implementation. These tools are applicable in a variety of
fields including anthropology, business and management, communications, economics, education,
medicine, political science, psychology, social work, and sociology. Topics include: a survey of case
study approaches; a methodologically tractable definition of 'case study'; strategies for case
selection, including random sampling and other algorithmic approaches; quantitative and qualitative
modes of case study analysis; and problems of internal and external validity. The second edition of
this core textbook is designed to be accessible to readers who are new to the subject and is
thoroughly revised and updated, incorporating recent research, numerous up-to-date studies and
comprehensive lecture slides.

case study research method definition: Case Study Research in Practice Helen Simons,
2009-03-18 Case Study Research in Practice explores the theory and practice of case study research.
Helen Simons draws on her extensive experience of teaching and conducting case study to provide a
comprehensive and practical account of how to design, conduct and communicate case study
research. It addresses questions often raised by students and common misconceptions about case
research. In four sections the book covers - Rationale, concept and design of case study research -
Methods, ethics and reflexivity in case study - Interpreting, analyzing and reporting the case -
Generalizing and theorizing in case study research Rich with ‘tales from the field" and summary
memos as an aide-memoire to future action, the book provides fresh insights and challenges for
researchers to guide their practice of case study research. This is an ideal text for those studying
and conducting case study research in education, health and social care, and related social science
disciplines. Helen Simons is Professor Emeritus of Education University of Southampton

case study research method definition: The Art of Case Study Research Robert E. Stake,
1995-04-05 The book is a concise and very readable guide to case study research. It includes a good
introduction to the theoretical principles underlying qualitative research, and discusses a wide range
of qualitative approaches, namely naturalistic, holistic, ethnographic, phenomenological and
biographic research methods. . . . Stake offers some useful practical advice, for example, on how to
conduct in-depth interviews, how to analyze qualitative data and on report writing. . . . Stake writes
in a rather unusual and very personal style but this makes the text very readable. The author’s
obvious passion for research makes the text even more enjoyable and stimulating. . . . the book. . .
seems particularly appropriate for those undertaking this type of research in the fields of education
and social policy. --Ivana La Valle in Social Research Association News It is gratifying to encounter a
text so cogently advocating the case study method (aka: naturalistic fieldwork) as a legitimate
knowledge-enhancing endeavor. --Sala Horowitz in Academic Library Book Review I have just
finished a qualitative case study based almost entirely on interviews with engineering students. The
two sources on which I depended most heavily were Robert E. Stake’s The Art of Case Study
Research and Harry F. Wolcott's Writing Up Qualitative Research. I have heard others sing the
praises of different works and I have referred to them, but favor the two mentioned. --Terry C. Hall,
Ed.D., Independent Scholar This volume consolidates and elaborates ideas Robert E. Stake
articulated in earlier journal articles and chapters in a form that is useful and readily accessible to




both practitioners and students of educational research methods. His unusually personal
presentation style and innovative format for sharing practical tips through authentic examples add
to the main treasure of his new book: an incomparable sophistication about research epistemology
and practice. . . . His vast experience in the field and in the classroom and his intimate knowledge of
the literature intersect, providing the reader with an unusually comprehensive portrayal of a
specialized field. . . . The Art of Case Study Research is a significant contribution to research
methodology literature and will undoubtedly assume quick popularity as a text. --Linda Mabry,
Indiana University, Bloomington A concise and readable primer for doing case study research, the
fruit of many years of experience and wisdom. Robert E. Stake’s book is also valuable as a genuine
attempt to integrate, rather than pick arguments with, the best there is of contending approaches to
qualitative inquiry. --A. Michael Huberman, Harvard University and The Network, Inc. The Art of
Case Study Research is most useful to novices in qualitative inquiry. I could see using it in
combination with other texts or readings in an introductory course to qualitative research methods
or in a research methods survey course. Because of its readable style and wellspring of examples
and helpful suggestions, both graduate and undergraduate students will find the book useful.
Researchers seeking to more fully understand the case study approach as perceived by one of the
leaders in case study work will also pick up this book. Researchers and policymakers in social
service agencies may also be interested because case studies are increasingly part of evaluation
strategies. --Corrine Glesne, University of Vermont Unique in his approach and style, Robert E.
Stake draws from naturalistic, holistic, ethnographic, phenomenological, and biographic methods to
present a disciplined, qualitative exploration of case study methods. In his exploration, Stake uses
and annotates an actual case, at Harper School, to demonstrate to readers how to resolve some of
the major issues of case study research; for example, how to select the case (or cases) that will
maximize learning, how to generalize what is learned from one case to another, and how to interpret
what is learned from a case. Uniquely, this book legitimizes direct interpretation as a case research
method. It covers such topics as the differences between quantitative and qualitative approaches to
case study; data gathering, including document review; coding, sorting, and pattern analysis; the
roles of the researcher, triangulation; and reporting a case study. Also provided are end-of-chapter
workshops that help students focus on new concepts. Written with the inspired and
thought-provoking style of a master storyteller, The Art of Case Study Research helps readers chart
their way through the labyrinth of case study research.

case study research method definition: Qualitative Research in the Study of Leadership
Karin Klenke, 2008-02-29 Discusses the use of qualitative research methods in leadership studies
beginning with an examination of the paradigmatic assumptions underlying qualitative research.
This book presents various qualitative methods that can be placed on a continuum ranging from
purely qualitative to highly quantitative.

case study research method definition: Applications of Case Study Research Robert K. Yin,
2012 This book helps graduate students and seasoned researchers strengthen their own case study
research and become more critical consumers of the case study research done by others. It presents
a collection of 21 individual applications of the case study method, many shortened or re-written for
this book. Following feedback from users of earlier editions of the book, the applications include a
wide array of single-case studies, providing useful examples for solo researchers. New to This
Edition: - Expanded from 10 to 15 chapters, and from 16 to 21 case study applications, the book
provides many more examples of the case study method - Contains six entirely new chapters, all
emphasizing single-case and simpler applications, and including an introductory chapter which
serves as a refresher on the case study method - Provides a new feature called inside stories, which
are linked to suggested classroom exercises - Includes an expanded section of the book on case
study evaluations, including an new chapter on the principles of case study evaluations along with a
specific and new application.

case study research method definition: Research Methods in Information Alison Jane
Pickard, 2013-01-23 The long-awaited 2nd edition of this best-selling research methods handbook is



fully updated and includes brand new coverage of online research methods and techniques, mixed
methodology and qualitative analysis. This edition includes two new contributed chapters: Professor
Julie McLeod, Sue Childs and Elizabeth Lomas focus on research data management, applying
evidence from the recent JISC funded DATUM project; Dr Andrew Shenton examines strategies for
analysing existing documents. The first to focus entirely on the needs of the information and
communications community, this handbook guides the would-be researcher through the variety of
possibilities open to them under the heading research and provides students with the confidence to
embark on their dissertations. The focus here is on the doing and although the philosophy and
theory of research is explored to provide context, this is essentially a practical exploration of the
whole research process with each chapter fully supported by examples and exercises tried and
tested over a whole teaching career. Readership: Students of information and communications
studies and archives and records management, and practitioners beginning a piece of research.

case study research method definition: Principles of Social Research Methodology M.
Rezaul Islam, Niaz Ahmed Khan, Rajendra Baikady, 2022-10-26 This book is a definitive,
comprehensive understanding to social science research methodology. It covers both qualitative and
quantitative approaches. The book covers the entire research process, beginning with the
conception of the research problem to publication of findings. The text combines theory and
practical application to familiarize the reader with the logic of research design, the logic and
techniques of data analysis, and the fundamentals and implications of various data collection
techniques. Organized in seven sections and easy to read chapters, the text emphasizes the
importance of clearly defined research questions and well-constructed practical explanations and
illustrations. A key contribution to the methodology literature, the book is an authoritative resource
for policymakers, practitioners, graduate and advanced research students, and educators in all
social science disciplines.

case study research method definition: Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design John W.
Creswell, 2007 Creswell does an excellent job categorizing the various qualitative methods into five
approaches: narrative research, phenomenology, grounded theory, ethnography, and case
study...The author has expanded on and updated the information he presented in the first edition of
the book (Creswell, 1998), including discussion of the various schools of thought that have
developed among qualitative researchers since the mid 1990's...Qualitative Inquiry & Research
Design: Choosing among five approaches is a highly informative book; researchers will likely return
again and against to the book as they expand their comfort zone within qualitative research. —Peggy
M. Delmas, University of Alabama “Creswell has produced an even more outstanding and valuable
text for qualitative research than the First Edition.” —Edith King, University of Denver Like the
bestselling First Edition, this new version explores the philosophical underpinnings, history, and key
elements of each of five qualitative inquiry approaches: narrative research, phenomenology,
grounded theory, ethnography, and case study. Using an accessible and engaging writing style,
author John W. Creswell compares theoretical frameworks, ways to employ standards of quality, and
strategies for writing introductions to studies, collecting data, analyzing data, writing a narrative,
and verifying results.

case study research method definition: Research Methods in Health Communication Bryan
B. Whaley, 2014-07-11 This volume provides an essential roster of primary research methods as they
apply to health communication inquiry. Editor Bryan B. Whaley brings together key health
communication researchers to write about their primary methodological areas. Their chapters offer
guidance and insights for a variety of approaches to answering research questions. The methods
included here cover: Exploration and Description: interview/focus groups, case study, ethnography,
and surveys; Examining Messages and Interpersonal Exchanges: narrative analysis, conversational
analysis, analyzing physician-patient interactions, social network analysis, and content analysis;
Causal Explication: experimental research, meta-analysis, and meta-synthesis; and Cultural,
Population, and Critical Concerns: rhetorical methods and criticism, and methodological issues when
investigating stigmatized populations, and groups with health disparities. Chapters cite or use



examples from allied health areas -- nursing, public health, sociology, medicine -- to demonstrate the
breadth of health communication studies. This work highlights the importance of methodology in
health communication research in multiple contexts. Developed to provide a fundamental reference
for investigating health communication, this volume will serve as an invaluable tool for researchers
and students across the social science and health disciplines.

case study research method definition: Research Methodologies in Translation Studies
Gabriela Saldanha, Sharon O'Brien, 2014-04-08 As an interdisciplinary area of research, translation
studies attracts students and scholars with a wide range of backgrounds, who then need to face the
challenge of accounting for a complex object of enquiry that does not adapt itself well to traditional
methods in other fields of investigation. This book addresses the needs of such scholars - whether
they are students doing research at postgraduate level or more experienced researchers who want
to familiarize themselves with methods outside their current field of expertise. The book promotes a
discerning and critical approach to scholarly investigation by providing the reader not only with the
know-how but also with insights into how new questions can be fruitfully explored through the
coherent integration of different methods of research. Understanding core principles of reliability,
validity and ethics is essential for any researcher no matter what methodology they adopt, and a
whole chapter is therefore devoted to these issues. Research Methodologies in Translation Studies is
divided into four different chapters, according to whether the research focuses on the translation
product, the process of translation, the participants involved or the context in which translation
takes place. An introductory chapter discusses issues of reliability, credibility, validity and ethics.
The impact of our research depends not only on its quality but also on successful dissemination, and
the final chapter therefore deals with what is also generally the final stage of the research process:
producing a research report.

case study research method definition: Conducting Case Study Research for Business
and Management Students Bill Lee, Mark N. K. Saunders, 2017-10-23 In Case Study Research,
Bill Lee and Mark Saunders describe the properties of case study designs in organizational research,
exploring the uses, advantages and limitations of case research. They also demonstrate the flexibility
that case designs offer, and challenges the myths surrounding this approach. Ideal for Business and
Management students reading for a Master’s degree, each book in the series may also serve as
reference books for doctoral students and faculty members interested in the method. Part of SAGE’s
Mastering Business Research Methods Series, conceived and edited by Bill Lee, Mark N. K.
Saunders and Vadake K. Narayanan and designed to support students by providing in-depth and
practical guidance on using a chosen method of data collection or analysis.

case study research method definition: Research Methods Kirsty Williamson, Graeme
Johanson, 2017-11-27 Research Methods: Information, Systems, and Contexts, Second Edition,
presents up-to-date guidance on how to teach research methods to graduate students and
professionals working in information management, information science, librarianship, archives, and
records and information systems. It provides a coherent and precise account of current research
themes and structures, giving students guidance, appreciation of the scope of research paradigms,
and the consequences of specific courses of action. Each of these valuable sections will help users
determine the relevance of particular approaches to their own questions. The book presents
academics who teach research and information professionals who carry out research with new
resources and guidance on lesser-known research paradigms. - Provides up-to-date knowledge of
research methods and their applications - Provides a coherent and precise account of current
research themes and structures through chapters written by authors who are experts in their fields -
Helps students and researchers understand the range of quantitative and qualitative approaches
available for research, as well as how to make practical use of them - Provides many illustrations
from projects in which authors have been involved, to enhance understanding - Emphasises the
nexus between formulation of research question and choice of research methodology - Enables new
researchers to understand the implications of their planning decisions

case study research method definition: The Research Process in Nursing Kate Gerrish, Anne



Lacey, 2010-05-24 ‘The perfect text for any health care professional who wishes to gain a sound
understanding of research...This text succeeds where others fail in terms of the thoroughness of the
research process and the accessible style in which the material is presented. In an age when nursing
and health care research is going from strength to strength this book offers those in the world of
academia and practice an excellent and essential 'bible' that is a must on any bookshelf’ Dr Aisha
Holloway, Lecturer Adult Health, Division of Nursing, The University of Nottingham ‘a book that
helps you each step of the way. A very understandable and enjoyable publication’ Accident and
Emergency Nursing Journal ‘key reference resource that students of research can use at various
levels of study. It is comprehensive, user friendly and very easy to read and make sense of” Gillian E
Lang, Amazon reviewer The sixth edition of this book reflects significant developments in nursing
research in recent years, ensuring the reader is provided with the very latest information on
research processes and methods. It continues to explore how to undertake research as well as
evaluating and using research findings in clinical practice, in a way that is suitable for both novice
researchers and those with more experience. Divided into six sections, the chapters are ordered in a
logical fashion that also allows the reader to dip in and out. The first two sections of the book
provide a comprehensive background to research in nursing. The third section presents a variety of
qualitative and quantitative approaches, both new and well-established. The final three sections then
look at collecting and making sense of the resulting data and putting the research findings into
clinical practice. Summarises key points at the start of each chapter to guide you through Includes
contributions from a wide range of experts in the field Accessible but doesn’t shrink away from
complex debates and technical issues New to this edition: Accompanying website
(www.wiley.com/go/gerrish) Ten completely new chapters including Narrative Research, Mixed
Methods and Using Research in Clinical Practice ‘Research Example’ boxes from a wide variety of
research types

case study research method definition: Experimentation in Software Engineering Claes
Wohlin, Per Runeson, Martin Host, Magnus C. Ohlsson, Bjorn Regnell, Anders Wesslén, 2024-09-03
This textbook, which has become the leading source for empirical software engineering research
through its earlier editions, provides an in-depth introduction to experimentation in software
engineering. The focus is on the steps to go through when conducting experiments. It also
introduces a structure for selecting a research design and an introduction to systematic literature
reviews, surveys, and case study research. Experiments are valuable tools for all software engineers
who evaluate and choose between different solutions, methods, techniques, languages, and tools.
The book has three main parts. Part I introduces empirical research through a structure for
selecting a research design and explains several essential areas related to empirical research.
Moreover, it provides introductions to systematic literature reviews, experiments, surveys, and case
studies. Part II devotes one chapter to each of the five experiment steps: scoping, planning,
execution, analysis, and result presentation. Part III completes the presentation with two examples.
Assignments and statistical material are provided in appendices. The book provides indispensable
information regarding empirical studies, particularly for experiments, but also for systematic
literature studies, surveys, and case studies. This new edition comprises substantial new material.
This includes a chapter on selecting a research design, which helps put experimentation into a
broader context of other research approaches. Furthermore, a new chapter on survey research has
been added. Novel contributions concerning A/B testing, replications, open science, validity threats,
paired comparison design and tools for statistical analysis have been added. Moreover, systematic
literature studies, experiments, and case study research descriptions have been consolidated. The
book has also been updated based on the evolution of software engineering since the previous
edition's publication. The book is intended for students, teachers, researchers, and practitioners who
would like to compare different options, for example, feature designs, or different development
methods, techniques, languages, or tools. Teachers can use the book for undergraduate or graduate
students; the book can be used as a course book on experimentation and empirical studies in
general. Researchers will also benefit from the book by learning more about how to conduct



empirical studies. Likewise, practitioners may use it as a “cookbook” when evaluating different
solutions, alternatively for evaluating new methods or techniques before implementing them in their
organisation.

case study research method definition: Case Study Methodology for Nursing Donna M.
Zucker, 2024-07-11 This innovative text introduces and illustrates case study methodology for
nursing research by exploring how it can be used to uncover the varied and complex life experiences
of persons with chronic illness and post-traumatic stress conditions. Nursing practice demands care
and compassion, but often nurses do not have the tools to examine their clients' health and wellness
experiences. This book presents an approach to finding shared solutions for common health
problems from a nursing perspective. It provides readers with the tools to develop their own case
study approach and the skills to translate their findings into innovative ways to influence nursing
care for people across their health/illness trajectories. Rather than a prescriptive approach to care,
it highlights the necessity of understanding what people are feeling, thinking, and doing to enhance
health and improve quality of life. This book is an essential read for nursing and qualitative health
researchers. It is also an important companion for clinicians and academics concerned with caring
for people with chronic illness and post-traumatic stress conditions.
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