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Motorhome Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Everything You Need to Know

motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 is here to help both new and seasoned RV
enthusiasts navigate the ins and outs of towing a vehicle behind their motorhome. Whether
you’'re planning a cross-country adventure or just a weekend getaway, understanding the
best practices, legal considerations, and equipment choices for dinghy towing can make
your journey smoother and safer. In this comprehensive guide, we'll break down the
essentials of motorhome dinghy towing, including how to prepare your dinghy vehicle, the
types of towing setups available, and tips to ensure you’re compliant with road regulations.

Understanding Motorhome Dinghy Towing Basics

Towing a dinghy—often a small car or compact SUV—behind your motorhome allows you
the flexibility of having a secondary vehicle at your destination. This means you can explore
towns, run errands, or take day trips without hauling your massive RV everywhere.
However, dinghy towing isn't as simple as just hitching your car to the back; it requires
attention to detail, safety measures, and proper equipment.

What is Dinghy Towing?

Dinghy towing, also known as flat towing, involves pulling a vehicle with all four wheels on
the ground behind a motorhome. Unlike towing with trailers or dollies, flat towing offers
more convenience and reduces the overall length of the rig. Yet, not all vehicles are
suitable for dinghy towing, and improper preparation can lead to mechanical damage or
unsafe conditions.

Why Choose Dinghy Towing?

Many RVers prefer dinghy towing because of its cost-effectiveness and simplicity. You avoid
the need for a separate trailer, which can be bulky, heavy, and expensive. Additionally,
setting up a dinghy tow can be quicker and requires less storage space when not in use.
The flexibility it offers once you reach your destination is invaluable, especially when
exploring areas where maneuvering a large motorhome isn’t practical.

Key Components of a Safe Dinghy Towing Setup

Before you hit the road, it’s crucial to ensure your dinghy towing setup is complete and
correctly installed. Here's a breakdown of the essential components you’ll need:



Tow Bar

The tow bar connects your dinghy vehicle to the motorhome. It must be strong enough to
handle the weight of the dinghy and designed to allow for smooth turns and stops. Popular
models often feature quick-disconnects for easy setup and removal.

Base Plate

A base plate is installed on the dinghy vehicle and serves as the mounting point for the tow
bar. These are vehicle-specific and need to be professionally installed to ensure safety and
compliance.

Safety Chains

Safety chains provide a secondary connection between the motorhome and the dinghy in
case the tow bar fails. Cross them under the tow bar to catch the dinghy’s tongue and
prevent it from hitting the ground.

Lighting and Wiring

Your dinghy vehicle must have proper lighting to signal braking, turning, and nighttime
presence. A towed vehicle wiring kit connects your motorhome's electrical system to the
dinghy’s lights, ensuring other drivers see your intentions clearly.

Supplemental Braking System

In many regions, including the United States, a supplemental braking system is required for
dinghy towing, especially when the dinghy vehicle exceeds a certain weight. These systems
apply the brakes on the towed vehicle simultaneously with the motorhome, improving
safety and reducing wear on the motorhome’s brakes.

Preparing Your Dinghy Vehicle for Towing

Not every vehicle can be flat towed safely. Understanding your vehicle's towing
compatibility and preparing it accordingly is essential.

Check Your Owner’s Manual

Your first step should always be consulting your dinghy vehicle’s owner’s manual.



Manufacturers specify whether their vehicle is flat towable, and if so, the proper procedures
such as transmission settings or axle lubrication requirements.

Transmission and Drivetrain Considerations

Most manual transmission vehicles are easier to flat tow, as they don’t rely on the
transmission being engaged to rotate the wheels. On the other hand, automatic
transmission vehicles often require the transmission to be in neutral and sometimes
additional lubrication or disconnects to prevent damage. Some all-wheel-drive or four-
wheel-drive vehicles may need special considerations or may not be suitable for dinghy
towing at all.

Tire Pressure and Wheel Locks

Maintaining the correct tire pressure on your dinghy vehicle is critical to avoid tire damage
during towing. Also, consider using wheel locks or chocks while parked to prevent rolling.

Disconnect or Disable Certain Systems

Modern vehicles might have electronic parking brakes or automatic engine stop/start
systems that can interfere with towing. Ensure these are disabled or adjusted per the
manufacturer’s guidelines before setting out.

Legal and Safety Considerations for Dinghy
Towing in 2022

Understanding the legal landscape for dinghy towing is just as important as the physical
setup. Laws vary by state and country, so staying informed can prevent fines or unsafe
situations.

Towing Regulations and Requirements

Many states require supplemental braking systems on the towed vehicle once it exceeds a
certain weight, typically around 1,500 to 3,000 pounds. Some states also mandate
additional lighting or specific license plates for the dinghy. Checking the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) or equivalent agency guidelines before traveling is a smart move.



Insurance and Liability

Your motorhome insurance policy might not automatically cover your dinghy vehicle when
it’s being towed. Ensure your insurance provider knows about your towing setup and that
your dinghy vehicle is adequately insured against damage or accidents during towing.

Driving Tips for Dinghy Towing

Driving with a dinghy in tow requires extra caution. The added length and weight affect
acceleration, braking, and turning radius.

e Allow more stopping distance: The supplemental braking system helps, but your
overall stopping distance will increase.

e Take wider turns: Be mindful of the dinghy’s path when making turns to avoid curbs
or obstacles.

e Maintain steady speeds: Avoid sudden accelerations or braking to keep the dinghy
stable.

e Check connections regularly: Stop every few hours to inspect the tow bar, safety
chains, and wiring.

Popular Dinghy Towing Vehicles and Brands in
2022

Choosing the right vehicle to tow is part of a successful dinghy towing experience. Certain
makes and models are known for their towing friendliness.

Top Vehicles for Flat Towing

SUVs and compact cars with manual transmissions or designed with towing in mind are
often recommended. Examples include:

e Jeep Wrangler

e Ford Bronco (manual transmission models)

e Honda CR-V (some model years)



e Chevrolet Equinox

Popular Tow Bar Brands

Investing in a reliable tow bar is crucial. Leading brands in 2022 include:

e Blue Ox
e Roadmaster

e Demco

These brands offer models with features like quick disconnects, adjustable arms, and
durable construction to make your towing experience safer and more comfortable.

Maintaining Your Dinghy Towing Equipment

Regular maintenance of your towing gear ensures longevity and safety.

Inspect Before Every Trip

Look over the tow bar, base plates, safety chains, and wiring for signs of wear, rust, or
damage. Replace any worn parts immediately.

Lubricate Moving Parts

Tow bars often have pivot points that benefit from periodic lubrication to prevent binding,
especially after exposure to rain or dirt.

Store Properly

When not in use, keep your tow bar and accessories in a clean, dry place to protect them
from corrosion and damage.



Final Thoughts on the Motorhome Dinghy Towing
Guide 2022

Mastering dinghy towing is a game-changer for motorhome travelers. With the right
equipment, preparation, and knowledge of legal requirements, towing a dinghy vehicle can
be a seamless and enjoyable part of your RV adventures. Always prioritize safety and stay
updated with the latest towing technologies and regulations to keep your journeys
enjoyable and stress-free. Whether you’re a weekend warrior or a full-time RVer, the
motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 offers valuable insights to make your travels more
flexible and fun.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a dinghy tow bar for motorhomes in 2022?

A dinghy tow bar is a device used to connect a small car (dinghy) to a motorhome for
towing, allowing the car to be pulled behind the motorhome safely and securely.

What are the key features to look for in a motorhome
dinghy tow bar in 2022?

Key features include easy attachment and detachment, compatibility with various car
models, adjustable length, safety locks, and durability to withstand long-distance towing.

Can all cars be towed as dinghies behind a motorhome
in 2022?

Not all cars can be towed as dinghies; it depends on the vehicle’s transmission and
manufacturer guidelines. It's essential to check the car’'s manual and local regulations
before towing.

What are the legal requirements for dinghy towing a
car behind a motorhome in 2022?

Legal requirements vary by country but generally include proper lighting on the towed
vehicle, valid insurance, and adherence to maximum weight limits. Some regions require
specific tow bars or safety chains.

How do | safely connect a dinghy tow bar to my
motorhome and car in 2022?

Ensure both vehicles are on level ground, align the tow bar with the car’s tow hitch,
securely attach locking mechanisms, connect safety chains, and test all lights before
driving.



What maintenance is required for a motorhome dinghy
tow bar in 2022?

Regularly check for wear and tear, lubricate moving parts, inspect locking mechanisms, and
ensure all bolts and connections are tight to maintain safety and functionality.

Are there any popular brands for motorhome dinghy
tow bars in 20222

Popular brands include Blue Ox, Roadmaster, and Demco, known for their reliability, ease of
use, and comprehensive kits that include all necessary components for dinghy towing.

Can | tow a dinghy car behind an electric motorhome in
20227
Yes, electric motorhomes can tow dinghy cars, but it's important to consider the added

weight and battery range impact. Using a lightweight tow bar and a suitable vehicle helps
optimize performance.

What is the average cost of a motorhome dinghy tow
bar kit in 2022?

The average cost ranges from $500 to $1500 depending on the brand, features, and
included accessories such as base plates and safety cables.

Are there any alternative methods to dinghy towing a
car behind a motorhome in 2022?

Yes, alternatives include using a car trailer or a flat tow dolly. Each method has its pros and
cons regarding ease of use, cost, and vehicle compatibility.

Additional Resources

Motorhome Dinghy Towing Guide 2022: Navigating the Essentials for Safe and Efficient
Travel

motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 offers an updated and thorough examination of
the critical considerations for those who wish to tow a dinghy behind their motorhome. As
the popularity of motorhome travel continues to rise, the need for reliable and practical
dinghy towing solutions becomes increasingly important. This guide aims to shed light on
the technical, legal, and safety aspects of dinghy towing, ensuring that motorhome
enthusiasts can confidently navigate the roads with their towed vehicles in tow.



Understanding Motorhome Dinghy Towing

Towing a dinghy—or a small car—behind a motorhome provides added mobility once the
RV is parked, enabling travelers to explore local areas without driving the larger vehicle.
However, motorhome dinghy towing requires careful planning and adherence to regulations
to avoid mechanical failures, legal complications, or safety hazards.

In 2022, advancements in towing technology and evolving regulations have influenced how
motorhome owners approach dinghy towing. This comprehensive guide incorporates these
developments and offers detailed insights into the best practices for towing a dinghy safely
and efficiently.

What is a Dinghy Tow Setup?

A dinghy tow setup usually involves a small car being towed with all four wheels on the
ground (flat towing) or sometimes on a tow dolly or trailer. Flat towing is the preferred
method for many motorhome owners because it allows for quicker setup and easier
maneuverability.

Key components of a dinghy tow setup include:

e Tow Bar: Connects the dinghy to the motorhome securely.

Base Plates: Mounted on the dinghy’s chassis to attach the tow bar.

Safety Chains: Provide a backup attachment in case of tow bar failure.

Lighting and Wiring Kits: Ensure brake lights and turn signals on the dinghy
synchronize with the motorhome.

Brake Systems: Supplemental braking may be required depending on dinghy weight
and local laws.

Legal and Safety Considerations in 2022

Towing a dinghy behind a motorhome is subject to varying legal requirements depending
on jurisdiction. The motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 highlights the importance of
understanding these regulations before setting off.

State and Provincial Regulations



In the United States and Canada, laws governing dinghy towing differ by state and
province. For example, some states mandate the use of supplemental braking systems for
vehicles over a certain weight, while others require specific lighting configurations.

It is crucial for motorhome owners to:

 Verify their state’s legal requirements for dinghy towing.
e Ensure their dinghy setup complies with weight limits and braking mandates.

e Obtain necessary permits if applicable.

Failure to comply can result in hefty fines or insurance complications in case of accidents.

Safety Protocols for Dinghy Towing

Safety remains paramount when towing a dinghy. According to recent data from the RV
Industry Association, improper towing setups contribute significantly to roadside incidents
involving motorhomes.

Key safety protocols include:

e Pre-Trip Inspections: Check all towing components, including tow bars, chains, and
lighting.

e Weight Distribution: Ensure the dinghy’s weight does not exceed the motorhome’s
towing capacity.

e Regular Maintenance: Maintain tires, brakes, and electrical connections on both
vehicles.

e Speed and Handling Adjustments: Drive cautiously, allowing longer stopping
distances and wider turning radii.

Types of Dinghy Towing Methods

The motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 explores different towing methods, each with
unique advantages and limitations.



Flat Towing (Four Wheels Down)

Flat towing is the most common and convenient method, where the dinghy’s wheels remain
on the ground, and the vehicle is connected via a tow bar.

Pros:

e Easy setup and quick attachment/detachment.
e No need for a trailer or dolly, reducing overall length and weight.

e Typically less expensive.

Cons:

¢ Not all vehicles are suitable for flat towing—check manufacturer recommendations.
e Requires specific base plates and wiring kits.

e May require supplemental braking systems.

Tow Dolly Towing

A tow dolly lifts the dinghy’s front wheels off the ground, leaving the rear wheels on the
road.

Pros:

e Compatible with a broader range of vehicles.
e Less expensive than a full trailer.

e Reduces wear on the dinghy’s rear tires and drivetrain.

Cons:

¢ Increased length and complexity compared to flat towing.

e Requires storage space when not in use.



e May have limitations on weight and vehicle types.

Trailer Towing

Using a full trailer to haul the dinghy keeps all wheels off the ground.

Pros:

e Broadest compatibility with vehicle types.
e Protects dinghy from road debris and wear.

e Can carry additional cargo.

Cons:

e Heaviest and most expensive option.
e Requires more driving skill for backing and maneuvering.

¢ Increases overall length, potentially limiting access to some campgrounds.

Choosing the Right Dinghy for Your Motorhome

Selecting the appropriate dinghy vehicle is a critical aspect of the motorhome dinghy
towing guide 2022. Not all cars are equally suited for towing behind a motorhome.

Factors to Consider

e Flat Towing Capability: Confirm whether the vehicle is approved for flat towing by
the manufacturer.

e Weight and Size: The dinghy’s weight must fall within the motorhome’s towing
capacity.

* Transmission Type: Manual transmissions are often easier to flat tow, but many
automatics can be modified.



* Fuel Efficiency: Smaller, fuel-efficient vehicles make ideal dinghies for extended
travel.

e Durability and Maintenance: Consider reliability and ease of repair on the road.

Popular dinghy options in 2022 include compact SUVs, small hatchbacks, and select models
of pickup trucks. Some manufacturers even offer “dinghy-towable” packages that simplify
the process.

Essential Equipment and Upgrades

To ensure a seamless dinghy towing experience, investing in quality equipment is
indispensable.

Tow Bars and Base Plates

Tow bars are the backbone of dinghy towing. In 2022, the market offers various models
that emphasize strength, flexibility, and ease of use. Aluminum tow bars provide a
lightweight yet durable option. Base plates must be customized to fit the dinghy model
securely.

Brake and Lighting Systems

Integrated lighting kits connect the dinghy’s brake lights, turn signals, and running lights to
the motorhome, ensuring compliance with road safety standards. Supplemental braking
systems, such as electric or inertia brakes, reduce strain on the motorhome’s braking
system and improve stopping distances.

Safety Accessories

Additional gear enhances safety and convenience:
e Breakaway Kits: Automatically apply brakes if the dinghy separates from the
motorhome.
e Tow Mirrors: Improve visibility around the dinghy.

e Backup Cameras: Assist with parking and maneuvering.



Maintenance and Best Practices for 2022

Proper maintenance and adherence to best practices prolong the lifespan of the towing
setup and improve safety.

Routine Checks

Before every journey, inspect tires for adequate pressure and tread depth on both vehicles.
Verify all electrical connections are secure, and test brake responsiveness. Lubricate tow
bar joints as recommended.

Driving Habits

Adjust driving speed to accommodate the added length and weight. Increase following
distances to allow for longer stopping times. Avoid sudden maneuvers and be mindful of
turning clearance.

Storage and Winterization

When not in use, store towing equipment in a dry, secure location. If traveling in winter
conditions, consider winterizing the dinghy to prevent damage to fluids and tires.

The motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 reflects the evolving landscape of RV travel,
emphasizing safety, regulatory compliance, and practical knowledge. By understanding the
nuances of towing methods, vehicle selection, and equipment requirements, motorhome
owners can enhance their travel experience, making exploration more flexible and
enjoyable. This integrated approach to dinghy towing ensures that the journey is as smooth
as the destination.
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It covers topics such as: - What is an RV and how it can be used. - Different types and classes of RVs
from the smallest trailer RVs up to the largest motorhomes. - Necessary terms and their definitions
which RVers need to know. - What makes an RV different or similar to a regular house. - What
homework and knowledge are needed to get the best RV for anyone. - Points for each type of RV. -
How to find the best dinghy for folks with motorhomes. - What might be a way to try before you buy
an RV. - What can be learned by going to an RV show. - What type of motorhome will be the quietest
and best riding one. - What are the roomiest RVs. - What are the least expensive RVs. - Different
ideas on where to travel once the RV is purchased. - The difference between a “shake-down cruise”
and a “maiden voyage.” - Construction of RVs. - What RV appliances are like, and which ones to
watch out for. - What “full hookup” means at campsites. First-hand experiences and suggestions are
given throughout the book, which can help the person looking for more information on RVs or the
RV newbie with the beginning of their RV experience. Check out HowExpert Guide to RV Life to
learn how to buy, drive, and maintain a recreational vehicle to travel and live the RV lifestyle! About
the Author Charley Dickson is a former Oregonian who now lives full-time in a 38’ Class A
motorhome in various places around the country. In his 30+ years of RVing, he and his wife have
traveled in a pop-up trailer, a 30’ travel trailer, a 29’ Class C motorhome, a 40’ 5th wheel trailer, and
two Class A motorhomes. He’s been to most of the country, but there are still many places he and his
wife will be seeing. He’s a firm believer in being more of a do-it-yourselfer rather than having
someone else do a repair or modification. As such, he’s a staunch supporter of doing the homework
to find out as many aspects of a certain subject as possible. As such, this book is written for other
folks who want to know more about RVing. HowExpert publishes how to guides by everyday experts.
motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022: RV Passive Income Guide Smith Kennard, 2022-04-26
Do you want to be able to enjoy life on the road while making enough to live a comfortable life?
Would you also love to travel the world while living in your RV but are unsure about what to do with
your regular 9-5 and have no idea how you can make a sustainable income while on the road? If
you've answered YES, You've Just Discovered The Perfect Guide On RV Living And How To Make
Passive Income So That You Can Travel The World With No Financial Worries! Living in an RV is
simply freeing. Working in one remotely and getting to do all the things you want to do, well, that’s a
little slice of heaven. As great as all this sounds, it can be a little frustrating if you don’t know what
kind of work to do to earn an income, away from an office setting. But don’t worry, there is a lot you
can do and this is why this book is here! Here is a preview of what you will learn: - Why you should
consider RV living - Tips on how to successfully adapt to RV living - The importance of passive
income when it comes to RV living - The top 10 most profitable passive ideas to become financially
free - Each of the ideas come with actionable ways on how to undertake each initiative - And so
much more! Even if you are unsure of leaving your 9-5 or have never considered fully venturing into
passive income before, let this guide show you just how good it can get with passive income. If you
are ready to be free, Scroll up and click Buy Now With 1-Click or Buy Now to get your copy!
motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022: Moon California Camping Tom Stienstra,
2022-06-14 20 million acres of forest, 1,200 miles of coastline, and countless wilderness areas: Your
California camping adventure awaits! Find the perfect place to pitch your tent with Moon California
Camping. A Campsite for Everyone: A variety of campgrounds and RV parks, from secluded Sierra
hike-ins to convenient roadside stopovers, including dog-friendly, family-friendly, and wheelchair
accessible options Ratings and Essentials: All campsites are rated on a scenic scale and marked with
amenities like restrooms, trailhead access, picnic areas, laundry, piped water, showers, and
playgrounds Recreation Highlights: Discover nearby hiking, swimming, fishing, water-skiing,
whitewater rafting, hot springs, and options for winter sports Maps and Directions: Easy-to-use
maps and detailed driving directions for each campground Skip the Crowds: Moon California
Camping contains many secluded spots and campgrounds that aren't available in the state's online
reservation system The Top RV and Tent Sites for You: Pick the right campsite for your travel style
with lists like Best for Families, Scenic Campgrounds, and Best Island Retreats Trailhead Access
Campgrounds: Find sites that offer access to the John Muir Trail, the Pacific Crest Trail, and more,



plus essential information on hiking Trusted Advice: Expert outdoorsman Tom Stienstra knows his
stuff; he's hiked 25,000 miles in and around these campgrounds for over 30 years Helpful resources
on Covid-19 and camping in California Tips and Tools: Information on equipment, food and cooking,
first aid, and insect protection, plus background on the climate, landscape, and history of the
campgrounds Whether you're a veteran or a first-time camper, Moon's comprehensive coverage and
trusted advice will have you gearing up for your next adventure. Narrowing your search? Try Moon
Northern California Camping. Hitting the road? Check out Moon California Road Trip. About Moon
Travel Guides: Moon was founded in 1973 to empower independent, active, and conscious travel. We
prioritize local businesses, outdoor recreation, and traveling strategically and sustainably. Moon
Travel Guides are written by local, expert authors with great stories to tell—and they can't wait to
share their favorite places with you. For more inspiration, follow @moonguides on social media.
motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022: Trailer Life's 10 Year Towing Guide Trailer Life
Enterprises, Trailer Life Enterprises Staff, 2006-06-07 With over 7 million RVs and RVers on the
road, safety is more important than ever. With that in mind, Trailer Life offers a comprehensive
guide to manufacturers' recommendations on the capabilities of towed and towing vehicles. The
ratings include passenger cars, light trucks, vans, and sports utility vehicles. The one single source
for this information in summary form, this easy-to-use book is a must-have for any trailer owner,
helping them make intelligent, safe, and accurate choices when choosing an RV or dinghy vehicle.
motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022: Trailer Life's Towing Guide , 1999
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