
devices and desires pd james
Devices and Desires PD James: Exploring the Intricacies of a Classic Crime
Novel

devices and desires pd james is a phrase that draws attention to one of the
most compelling works by Dame P.D. James, a celebrated British author known
for her intricate crime fiction. This novel, published in 1989, is part of
the Adam Dalgliesh series and stands out for its deep psychological insight,
layered plot, and vivid portrayal of human nature. Whether you are a longtime
fan of detective fiction or new to P.D. James’s oeuvre, understanding the
themes, characters, and narrative techniques in Devices and Desires offers a
rewarding dive into the genre.

Understanding Devices and Desires by P.D. James

At its core, Devices and Desires is a classic whodunit intertwined with
social commentary and character study. The story revolves around the murder
of a scientist on a remote island in the North Sea, where a nuclear power
station is under construction. The setting itself adds a claustrophobic
tension, amplifying the psychological drama among the characters.

P.D. James masterfully uses this isolated backdrop to explore themes such as
ambition, secrecy, and the ethical dilemmas surrounding scientific progress.
The title, Devices and Desires, cleverly hints at the dualities present in
the novel — technological advancement (devices) versus human passion and
greed (desires). This balance is crucial in understanding the narrative’s
deeper layers.

The Role of Adam Dalgliesh in the Story

Central to the novel is Commander Adam Dalgliesh, a poet and detective who
embodies intelligence and moral integrity. Unlike many fictional detectives
who rely purely on logic or brute force, Dalgliesh approaches his
investigations with empathy and introspection. In Devices and Desires, his
character is developed with nuance, showing not just his professional skills
but also his personal vulnerabilities.

Dalgliesh’s methodical interrogation of suspects and keen observation skills
drive the plot forward. His interactions with other characters reveal the
complexity of human motives, making the resolution of the mystery satisfying
beyond just identifying the culprit. Readers appreciate how Dalgliesh’s
poetic sensibility colors his worldview, setting him apart from more
conventional detectives in crime fiction.



Key Themes and Literary Devices in Devices and
Desires

P.D. James is renowned for weaving rich thematic content into her mysteries,
and Devices and Desires is no exception. Several literary devices and themes
stand out, contributing to the novel’s enduring popularity.

Isolation and Setting as a Character

The remote island setting is more than just a backdrop; it acts almost like a
character itself. The isolation heightens the tension and paranoia among the
characters, who are cut off from the outside world. This sense of confinement
forces confrontations and reveals hidden facets of each individual.

The industrial setting of the nuclear power plant introduces a modern,
technological element that contrasts with the natural ruggedness of the
island. This juxtaposition raises questions about humanity’s relationship
with technology and progress — a motif that resonates with readers interested
in ethical issues surrounding science and industry.

Psychological Complexity and Human Desires

True to the title, the novel delves deeply into human desires — ambition,
jealousy, love, and greed. P.D. James excels at portraying her characters as
flawed and multi-dimensional. The suspects in the murder case each harbor
secrets and motivations that reflect broader human conditions.

The psychological depth allows readers to engage with the story on more than
just a surface level. The interplay between devices (both literal
technological tools and metaphorical manipulations) and desires illustrates
the conflict between rationality and emotion.

Use of Symbolism and Foreshadowing

P.D. James employs symbolism subtly throughout the narrative, enriching the
reading experience. For example, the power station under construction
symbolizes both human ingenuity and potential destruction — a duality
mirrored in the characters’ actions.

Foreshadowing is skillfully used to build suspense without revealing too much
too soon. Small details mentioned early on gain significance as the plot
unfolds, encouraging attentive readers to piece together clues alongside
Dalgliesh.



Why Devices and Desires Remains Relevant Today

Despite being published over three decades ago, Devices and Desires continues
to attract readers and critics alike. Its relevance stems from several
factors that transcend the typical crime novel framework.

Exploration of Ethical Questions

The novel’s engagement with ethical dilemmas relating to science and
technology remains pertinent in an era of rapid innovation. Discussions
around nuclear power, environmental concerns, and scientific responsibility
are still hot topics, making the novel’s context resonate with contemporary
audiences.

Timeless Human Psychology

At its heart, Devices and Desires is about people — their motivations,
weaknesses, and moral choices. These psychological explorations are timeless,
allowing readers from any generation to connect with the story.

Masterful Storytelling and Character Development

P.D. James’s skillful narrative construction and character work make the
novel a benchmark for quality crime fiction. Her ability to blend plot,
theme, and character psychology ensures that Devices and Desires is not just
a mystery to solve, but a story to be experienced.

Tips for New Readers Approaching Devices and
Desires

If you’re new to P.D. James or detective fiction in general, Devices and
Desires is a great entry point. Here are some tips to enhance your reading
experience:

Pay attention to details: P.D. James includes subtle clues and character
nuances that are easy to miss but crucial for understanding the mystery.

Consider the setting: The island and the nuclear power station are
integral to the story’s mood and themes, so immerse yourself in the
descriptions.



Reflect on character motives: Try to analyze the desires and fears
driving each character; this adds depth to the plot.

Enjoy the prose: Dalgliesh’s poetic introspections provide a unique
flavor uncommon in crime novels.

Exploring P.D. James’s Legacy Through Devices
and Desires

Devices and Desires is a shining example of P.D. James’s contribution to the
crime fiction genre. Her blend of literary elegance, psychological insight,
and meticulous plotting has influenced many contemporary writers. The novel
showcases her ability to elevate detective stories to serious literature,
appealing to both mystery enthusiasts and readers who appreciate complex
character studies.

For those interested in exploring more of her work, Devices and Desires is
part of a series that follows Adam Dalgliesh’s career and personal growth.
Each book offers a standalone story, but reading them in order reveals
fascinating character development and thematic progression.

In summary, devices and desires pd james is more than just the title of a
novel — it encapsulates the intricate dance between human ambition and
technological progress, set against the backdrop of a compelling murder
mystery. Whether you are drawn to the atmospheric setting, the moral
questions, or the richly drawn characters, this novel offers a deeply
satisfying reading journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Devices and Desires' by
P.D. James?
'Devices and Desires' follows detective Adam Dalgliesh investigating a series
of murders in a remote English village, where tensions among the residents
and secrets abound.

Who is the protagonist in 'Devices and Desires'?
The protagonist is Commander Adam Dalgliesh, a poet and detective chief
inspector in the London police force.



What themes are explored in 'Devices and Desires'?
The novel explores themes such as human desire, technology, the nature of
evil, and the complexities of relationships.

How does P.D. James incorporate technology in
'Devices and Desires'?
Technology plays a significant role, especially through the character Dr.
Edwin Lorrimer, a scientist working on a secret government project,
highlighting the ethical implications of scientific advancements.

Where is 'Devices and Desires' set?
The story is set primarily in a remote village in Norfolk, England, providing
an atmospheric backdrop to the mystery.

Is 'Devices and Desires' part of a series?
Yes, it is part of the Adam Dalgliesh series by P.D. James, featuring the
same detective in multiple novels.

What is the significance of the title 'Devices and
Desires'?
The title reflects the interplay between human desires and the technological
'devices' that feature prominently in the story, symbolizing the conflicts
and motivations of the characters.

How has 'Devices and Desires' been received by
critics?
The novel has been praised for its intricate plotting, character development,
and atmospheric setting, cementing P.D. James's reputation as a leading crime
writer.

Are there any adaptations of 'Devices and Desires'?
Yes, 'Devices and Desires' has been adapted into a television drama as part
of the Adam Dalgliesh series.

What distinguishes P.D. James’s writing style in
'Devices and Desires'?
P.D. James is known for her elegant prose, psychological depth, and detailed
depiction of police procedural work, all of which are evident in 'Devices and
Desires'.



Additional Resources
Devices and Desires PD James: A Masterpiece of Crime Fiction

devices and desires pd james stands out as a compelling entry in the oeuvre
of P.D. James, one of the most revered British crime novelists of the 20th
century. Published in 1989, this novel exemplifies James’s meticulous
craftsmanship and her ability to weave complex narratives that delve deeply
into human psychology. It features her iconic detective, Adam Dalgliesh, and
explores themes of obsession, morality, and the darker recesses of desire
within the framework of a classic murder mystery.

Exploring the Narrative Depth of Devices and
Desires by P.D. James

P.D. James’s Devices and Desires is more than just a whodunit; it is a
nuanced exploration of human motivations set against a vividly painted
backdrop. The plot unfolds on the fictional island of Combe Island, which
serves as an isolated microcosm where characters’ hidden desires and personal
histories intertwine. This setting contributes significantly to the novel’s
claustrophobic atmosphere, heightening the tension and psychological
complexity.

Unlike many conventional crime novels that focus primarily on the mechanics
of the crime, Devices and Desires prioritizes character development and
ethical dilemmas. The narrative probes the interplay between technology
("devices") and human emotions ("desires"), symbolizing how advancements and
personal ambitions intersect, often with dangerous consequences.

The Characterization of Adam Dalgliesh

Adam Dalgliesh, the brooding detective-poet, returns in this novel with his
trademark blend of intellect and sensitivity. His role transcends that of a
mere investigator; he is a moral compass navigating through a maze of
deception and human frailty. James’s portrayal of Dalgliesh is particularly
noteworthy for its depth, allowing readers to observe his introspective
nature and the toll that his profession exacts.

Dalgliesh’s interactions with other characters are pivotal, revealing layers
of secrecy and vulnerability within the island’s community. His methodical
approach to solving the murder is complemented by his empathy, setting him
apart from more hard-boiled detectives in the genre.



Themes and Symbolism in Devices and Desires

The novel’s title encapsulates two central motifs: the mechanical and the
emotional. The “devices” refer not only to the technological elements present
in the story but also metaphorically to the mechanisms people employ to
manipulate or protect themselves. “Desires,” on the other hand, represent the
personal, often suppressed, longings that drive characters to act in
unpredictable ways.

James skillfully uses this duality to explore themes such as power,
obsession, and the consequences of repressed emotions. The island setting
amplifies these themes, with its insularity mirroring the characters'
psychological isolation. The tension between outward appearances and inner
realities is a recurrent thread, making the novel a rich study in human
behavior.

Contextualizing Devices and Desires within P.D.
James’s Body of Work

Devices and Desires is the eighth novel featuring Adam Dalgliesh, situating
it firmly within the series that helped define modern British detective
fiction. When compared to earlier works such as Cover Her Face or The Black
Tower, this novel demonstrates James’s maturation as a writer. The narrative
complexity and thematic depth have increased, reflecting a shift toward more
psychologically intricate storytelling.

The novel also aligns with the late 20th-century trend of crime fiction that
blends literary quality with genre conventions. James’s ability to maintain
suspense while offering profound insights into human nature distinguishes her
work from more formulaic mysteries.

Reception and Critical Acclaim

Upon release, Devices and Desires received widespread praise for its
sophisticated plotting and rich characterizations. Critics lauded James’s
skillful balance between a tightly woven mystery and the exploration of
philosophical questions about morality and desire. The novel has since been
regarded as one of her finest works, often cited in academic discussions
about the evolution of detective fiction.

Readers also appreciate the book for its atmospheric setting and the
psychological realism of its characters, which contribute to a narrative that
resonates beyond the immediate mystery. The novel’s pacing and narrative
structure have been analyzed for their effectiveness in maintaining suspense
while allowing for introspective moments.



Comparative Analysis: Devices and Desires vs.
Contemporary Crime Novels

In the landscape of 1980s crime fiction, Devices and Desires distinguishes
itself through its literary ambition and psychological depth. While
contemporaries like Ruth Rendell and Reginald Hill also explored complex
character dynamics, James’s work is often noted for its poetic prose and
philosophical undertones.

Unlike the rising popularity of hardboiled or noir styles during the same
period, James maintained a more classical approach, emphasizing detailed
procedural work alongside character study. This balance appeals to readers
who seek intellectual stimulation in addition to suspense.

Key Features and Literary Devices in Devices
and Desires

P.D. James employs an array of literary techniques that elevate Devices and
Desires beyond a conventional mystery novel. Her use of detailed descriptions
creates an immersive atmosphere, while the layered narrative invites readers
to piece together clues alongside Dalgliesh.

Foreshadowing: Subtle hints are woven throughout the narrative,
enhancing the mystery without revealing too much.

Symbolism: The island setting and recurring motifs reflect the internal
states of characters.

Multiple Perspectives: The story occasionally shifts viewpoint,
providing a broader understanding of motives.

Psychological Realism: Characters are portrayed with believable
contradictions and complexities.

These devices contribute to a multifaceted reading experience that challenges
the reader to engage with the story on both an intellectual and emotional
level.

Pros and Cons of Devices and Desires from a Reader’s
Perspective

For aficionados of crime fiction, Devices and Desires offers:



Pros:

Rich, atmospheric setting that enhances the mystery.

Complex characters with psychologically nuanced portrayals.

Intricate plot blending procedural investigation with thematic
depth.

Elegant prose that elevates the genre.

Cons:

Some readers may find the pacing slower compared to more action-
driven mysteries.

The introspective tone might not appeal to those looking solely for
fast-paced thrillers.

Occasional use of literary devices could distract readers
unfamiliar with the genre’s conventions.

Overall, the novel’s strengths firmly outweigh its limitations, particularly
for readers who appreciate a more cerebral approach to crime fiction.

The Legacy of Devices and Desires in Modern
Crime Literature

Devices and Desires continues to influence contemporary writers who seek to
blend literary merit with the traditional detective story. P.D. James’s
ability to incorporate ethical questions and psychological insight within an
engaging plot has set a benchmark for quality in the genre.

The novel’s enduring appeal lies in its timeless exploration of human desire
and the moral ambiguities faced by individuals in closed communities. Its
place within the Adam Dalgliesh series also ensures ongoing interest, with
adaptations and critical studies keeping it relevant.

In sum, Devices and Desires PD James remains a seminal work, exemplifying how
crime fiction can transcend entertainment to become a profound investigation
of the human condition.
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  devices and desires pd james: Devices and Desires P. D. James, 2011-10-05 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • Featuring the famous Commander Adam Dalgliesh, Devices and Desires is a thrilling
and insightfully crafted novel of fallible people caught in a net of secrets, ambitions, and schemes on
a lonely stretch of Norfolk coastline. • Part of the bestselling mystery series that inspired Dalgliesh
on Acorn TV “Taut.... Absorbing.... Better than her best.” —The New York Times Book Review “A
masterful writer.... Devices and Desires seems to be that highly prized work–a terrific tale of
suspense and detection that also delivers the satisfaction of a mainstream novel.” —The Wall Street
Journal Commander Dalgliesh of Scotland Yard has just published a new book of poems and has
taken a brief respite from publicity on the remote Larksoken headland on the Norfolk coast in a
converted windmill left to him by his aunt. But he cannot so easily escape murder. A psychotic
strangler of young women is at large in Norfolk, and getting nearer to Larksoken with every killing.
And when Dalgliesh discovers the murdered body of the Acting Administrative Officer on the beach,
he finds himself caught up in the passions and dangerous secrets of the headland community and in
one of the most baffling murder cases of his career.
  devices and desires pd james: Gender Bending Detective Fiction Heather Duerre Humann,
2017-03-06 Since the middle of the last century, views on gender norms have shifted dramatically.
Reflecting these changes, storylines that involve cross-dressing and transgender characters have
frequently appeared in detective fiction--characters who subvert the conventions of the genre and
challenge reader expectations. This examination of 20th and 21st century crime novels reveals what
these narratives say about gender identity and gender expression and how they contributed to the
evolution of detective fiction.
  devices and desires pd james: Text - Verstehen Hardarik Blühdorn, Eva Breindl, Ulrich
Hermann Waßner, 2008-08-22 In der Kommunikations- und Informationsgesellschaft spielt der
souveräne Umgang mit Texten eine kaum zu überschätzende Rolle: in der Ausbildung, im
Berufsleben und im Alltag. Texte sind Werkzeuge der Verständigung und bestimmen die soziale
Identität von Individuen und Gruppen. Der vorliegende Band enthält die Beiträge zur 41.
Jahrestagung des Instituts für Deutsche Sprache vom März 2005. 19 Hauptbeiträge von anerkannten
Fachgelehrten aus mehreren Ländern untersuchen das Textverstehen unter grammatischem,
psychologischem, kulturellem und didaktischem Blickwinkel und zeigen Anwendungsbezüge für
Journalismus, Computerlinguistik, Schreibdidaktik. In der Zusammenschau ergibt sich ein
verständlicher Überblick über den aktuellen Stand der Textverstehensforschung. Hinzu kommen 14
Kurzpräsentationen aktueller Forschungsprojekte, die deutlich machen, dass auf diesem Gebiet noch
laufend neue Erkenntnisse gewonnen werden. Zielpublikum sind nicht nur Sprachwissenschaftler,
sondern alle, die professionell mit Texten zu tun haben.
  devices and desires pd james: City and Shore Gillian Mary Hanson, 2015-01-09 Certain
settings have long been a common element in British mystery and detective fiction: the quaint
village; the country manor; the seaside resort; the streets of London. More than simply providing
background, physical setting--in particular the city of London and the British seashore--takes on an
added dimension, in a sense becoming a player in the mysteries, one that symbolizes, intensifies,
and illuminates aspects of the British mystery novel. The first section examines 18 British mystery
novels set in the city of London; the second covers 15 novels set by the sea. The novels span the
twentieth century; among the authors whose works are included are Agatha Christie, Graham
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Greene, G.K. Chesterton and P.D. James. The book includes a short biography and listing of primary
works for the authors covered, and appendices offer suggested fiction utilizing the two settings, and
critical nonfiction covering the genre.
  devices and desires pd james: The Routledge History of Literature in English Ronald Carter,
John McRae, 2016-10-04 The Routledge History of Literature in English covers the main
developments in the history of British and Irish literature, with accompanying language notes which
explore the interrelationships between language and literature at each stage. With a span from AD
600 to the present day, it emphasises the growth of literary writing, its traditions, conventions and
changing characteristics, and includes literature from the margins, both geographical and cultural.
Extensive quotations from poetry, prose and drama underpin the narrative. The third edition covers
recent developments in literary and cultural theory, and features: a new chapter on novels, drama
and poetry in the 21st century; examples of analysis of key texts drawn from across the history of
British and Irish literature, including material from Chaucer, Shakespeare, John Keats and Virginia
Woolf; an extensive companion website including extra language notes and key text analysis; lists of
Booker, Costa and Nobel literature prize winners; and an A-Z of authors and topics. The Routledge
History of Literature in English is an invaluable reference for any student of English literature and
language.
  devices and desires pd james: Corpora and Cross-Linguistic Research , 2023-11-27 In
recent years there has been increasing interest in the development and use of bilingual and
multilingual corpora. As Karin Aijmer writes in this book, 'The contrastive or comparative
perspective ... makes it possible to dig deeper and to ask new questions about the relationship
between languages with the aim of sharpening our conceptions of cross-linguistic correspondences
and adding to our knowledge of the languages compared.' The papers in this volume are a showcase
of the great variety of purposes to which bilingual and multilingual corpora can be put. They do not
only lend themselves to descriptive and applied approaches, but are also suitable for theory-oriented
studies. The range of linguistic phenomena covered by the various approaches is very wide; the
papers focus on fields of research like syntax, discourse, semantics, information structure, lexis, and
translation studies. The range of languages studied comprises English, Norwegian, Swedish,
German, Dutch, and Portuguese. In addition to purely linguistic papers, there are contributions on
computer programs developed for the compilation and use of bilingual and multilingual corpora.
  devices and desires pd james: From Agatha Christie to Ruth Rendell S. Rowland, 2000-12-19
From Agatha Christie to Ruth Rendell is the first book to consider seriously the hugely popular and
influential works of Agatha Christie, Dorothy L.Sayers, Margery Allingham, Ngaio Marsh, P.D. James
and Ruth Rendell/Barbara Vine. Providing studies of forty-two key novels, this volume introduces
these authors for students and the general reader in the context of their lives, and of critical debates
on gender, colonialism, psychoanalysis, the Gothic, and feminism. It includes interviews with P.D.
James and Ruth Rendell/Barbara Vine.
  devices and desires pd james: A Companion to Crime Fiction Charles J. Rzepka, Lee Horsley,
2020-07-13 A Companion to Crime Fiction presents the definitive guide to this popular genre from
its origins in the eighteenth century to the present day A collection of forty-seven newly
commissioned essays from a team of leading scholars across the globe make this Companion the
definitive guide to crime fiction Follows the development of the genre from its origins in the
eighteenth century through to its phenomenal present day popularity Features full-length critical
essays on the most significant authors and film-makers, from Arthur Conan Doyle and Dashiell
Hammett to Alfred Hitchcock and Martin Scorsese exploring the ways in which they have shaped
and influenced the field Includes extensive references to the most up-to-date scholarship, and a
comprehensive bibliography
  devices and desires pd james: The Making of a Bestseller Arthur T. Vanderbilt, 1999-01-01
Writer F. Scott Fitzgerald's career itself is a metaphor for the vagaries of book publishing. If
Fitzgerald would have had his way, we would today refer to The Great Gatsby as either Gold-Hatted
Gatsby, Trimalchio in West Egg, or The High-Bouncing Lover. A few years before Gatsby, Fitzgerald



had become a literary sensation at the age of 23; Helen Hooven Santmyer, a contemporary of
Fitzgerald's, would not have a successful novel published until she was 88 and living in a nursing
home. In this book, the author explores that mysterious place in publishing where art and commerce
can either clash, mesh, or both. Along the way, a wide range of authors--from the literary greats to
today's commercial superstars--editors, agents and publishers share their thoughts, insights and
experiences: What inspires writers? (John Steinbeck, for example, wrote every novel as if it were his
last, as if death were imminent.) Why are some books successful and appreciated, while others fall
into oblivion? The answers are often elusive, never absolute, but the stories and anecdotes are
always fascinating.
  devices and desires pd james: Cultural Encyclopedia of the Breast Merril D. Smith,
2014-09-08 Boobs. Tits. Hooters. Knockers. Jugs. Breasts. We celebrate them; we revile them. They
nourish us; they kill us. And regardless of what we call them, breasts have fascinated us since
prehistoric times. This A-to-Z encyclopedia explores the historical magnitude and cultural
significance of the breast over time and around the world. A team of international scholars from
various disciplines provides key insights and information about the breast in art, history, fashion,
social movements, medicine, sexuality, and more. Entries discuss depictions of breasts on ancient
figurines, in Renaissance paintings, and in present-day advertisements. They examine how fashion
has emphasized or de-emphasized the breast at various times. They tackle medical issues—such as
breast augmentation and breast cancer—and controversies over breastfeeding. The breast as sexual
object and even a site of smuggling are also covered. As a whole, the Cultural Encyclopedia of the
Breast takes an engaging and accessible look at this notable body part.
  devices and desires pd james: Ribbon of Darkness Barbara Maria Stafford, 2019-06-21 Over
the course of her career, Barbara Stafford has established herself the preeminent scholar of the
intersections of the arts and sciences, articulating new theories and methods for understanding the
sublime, the mysterious, the inscrutable. Omnivorous in her research, she has published work that
embraces neuroscience and philosophy, biology and culture, pinpointing connections among each
discipline’s parallel concerns. Ribbon of Darkness is a monument to the scope of her work and the
range of her intellect. At times associative, but always incisive, the essays in this new volume take on
a distinctly contemporary purpose: to uncover the ethical force and moral aspects of overlapping
scientific and creative inquiries. This shared territory, Stafford argues, offers important insights
into—and clarifications of—current dilemmas about personhood, the supposedly menial nature of
manual skill, the questionable borderlands of gene editing, the potentially refining value of dualism,
and the limits of a materialist worldview. Stafford organizes these essays around three concepts that
structure the book: inscrutability, ineffability, and intuitability. All three, she explains, allow us to
examine how both the arts and the sciences imaginatively infer meaning from the “veiled behavior of
matter,” bringing these historically divided subjects into a shared intellectual inquiry and imbuing
them with an ethical urgency. A vanguard work at the intersection of the arts and sciences, this book
will be sure to guide readers from either realm into unfamiliar yet undeniably fertile territory.
  devices and desires pd james: British Nuclear Culture Jonathan Hogg, 2016-01-28 The
advent of the atomic bomb, the social and cultural impact of nuclear science, and the history of the
British nuclear state after 1945 is a complex and contested story. British Nuclear Culture is an
important survey that offers a new interpretation of the nuclear century by tracing the tensions
between 'official' and 'unofficial' nuclear narratives in British culture. In this book, Jonathan Hogg
argues that nuclear culture was a pervasive and persistent aspect of British life, particularly in the
years following 1945. This idea is illustrated through detailed analysis of various primary source
materials, such as newspaper articles, government files, fictional texts, film, music and oral
testimonies. The book introduces unfamiliar sources to students of nuclear and cold war history, and
offers in-depth and critical reflections on the expanding historiography in this area of research.
Chronologically arranged, British Nuclear Culture reflects upon, and returns to, a number of key
themes throughout, including nuclear anxiety, government policy, civil defence, 'nukespeak' and
nuclear subjectivity, individual experience, protest and resistance, and the influence of the British



nuclear state on everyday life. The book contains illustrations, individual case studies, a select
bibliography, a timeline, and a list of helpful online resources for students of nuclear history.
  devices and desires pd james: The Culture of Surveillance David Lyon, 2018-05-21 From
9/11 to the Snowden leaks, stories about surveillance increasingly dominate the headlines. But
surveillance is not only 'done to us' – it is something we do in everyday life. We submit to
surveillance, believing we have nothing to hide. Or we try to protect our privacy or negotiate the
terms under which others have access to our data. At the same time, we participate in surveillance
in order to supervise children, monitor other road users, and safeguard our property. Social media
allow us to keep tabs on others, as well as on ourselves. This is the culture of surveillance. This
important book explores the imaginaries and practices of everyday surveillance. Its main focus is not
high-tech, organized surveillance operations but our varied, mundane experiences of surveillance
that range from the casual and careless to the focused and intentional. It insists that it is time to
stop using Orwellian metaphors and find ones suited to twenty-first-century surveillance — from 'The
Circle' or 'Black Mirror.' Surveillance culture, David Lyon argues, is not detached from the
surveillance state, society and economy. It is informed by them. He reveals how the culture of
surveillance may help to domesticate and naturalize surveillance of unwelcome kinds, and considers
which kinds of surveillance might be fostered for the common good and human flourishing.
  devices and desires pd james: Martha Grimes Walks Into a Pub Sarah D. Fogle,
2014-01-10 Since the 1979 discovery of her work in a slush pile at Little, Brown, Martha Grimes has
gone on to publish more than 30 books, win international acclaim (and a Nero Wolfe Award) for her
detective series, and develop a following of readers whose loyalty translates to repeated stays on the
best-sellers lists. This collection of 10 critical essays provides an in-depth analysis of Grimes' oeuvre,
principally the Richard Jury, Emma Graham, and Andi Oliver series. The essays address Grimes'
themes of parental abandonment, loneliness, obsession, greed, mistaken and dual identity, the
resilience of children, stunted romantic relationships and animal cruelty. Particular attention is paid
to her engaging characters, strong sense of place and the comedy, which feature so strongly in her
novels.
  devices and desires pd james: Romantic Outlaws, Beloved Prisons Martha Grace Duncan,
1999-09 An ex-convict struggles with his addictive yearning for prison. A law-abiding citizen broods
over his pleasure in violent, illegal acts. A prison warden loses his job because he is so successful in
rehabilitating criminals. These are but a few of the intriguing stories Martha Grace Duncan
examines in her bold, interdisciplinary book Romantic Outlaws, Beloved Prisons. Duncan writes: This
is a book about paradoxes and mingled yarns - about the bright sides of dark events, the silver
linings of sable clouds. She portrays upright citizens who harbor a strange liking for criminal deeds,
and criminals who conceive of prison in positive terms: as a nurturing mother, an academy, a matrix
of spiritual rebirth, or a refuge from life's trivia. In developing her unique vision, Duncan draws on
literature, history, psychoanalysis, and law. Her work reveals a nonutopian world in which criminals
and non-criminals--while injuring each other in obvious ways--nonetheless live together in a
symbiotic as well as an adversarial relationship, needing each other, serving each other, enriching
each other's lives in profound and surprising fashion.
  devices and desires pd james: Vested Interests Marjorie B. Garber, 1992 A revolutionary and
wide-ranging examination of transvestism ranging from Shakespeare and Mark Twain to Oscar
Wilde and Peter Pan, from transsexual surgery and transvestite sororities to Madonna and Flip
Wilson. The author examines the nature and importance of cross-dressing and society's recurring
fascination with it. 40 pages of inserts, 8 in color.
  devices and desires pd james: Vested Interests Marjorie Garber, 2012-10-12 Beginning with
the bold claim, There can be no culture without the transvestite, Marjorie Garber explores the
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