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The Battle for Christmas: Stephen Nissenbaum’s Insight into a Cultural Clash

the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum offers a fascinating exploration into how the
holiday we now cherish as Christmas evolved through conflict, negotiation, and cultural
transformation in early America. Stephen Nissenbaum’s seminal work, *The Battle for Christmas: A
Social and Cultural History of the Great American Holiday*, delves into the 19th-century struggles that
shaped modern Christmas traditions, revealing how a seemingly joyful celebration was once a
contested battleground of values, social class, and religious beliefs.

Understanding this battle enriches our appreciation of Christmas far beyond the commercialized
festivities. It invites us to reflect on how traditions are not static but rather fluid, influenced by social
dynamics and cultural shifts. Let’s unpack the key themes and historical insights from Nissenbaum’s
work to better grasp the origins of the Christmas we know today.

Stephen Nissenbaum’s Perspective on the Origins of
Christmas

Stephen Nissenbaum approaches Christmas history not just as a timeline of events but as a complex
social narrative. In his research, he emphasizes that Christmas in early America was far from the
harmonious holiday it is now. Instead, it was marked by tension between different social
groups—particularly between the working-class immigrants and the middle-to-upper-class reformers.

Christmas in Early America: A Divided Celebration

In colonial America, Christmas was not widely celebrated. In fact, many Protestant groups, especially
Puritans, disapproved of the holiday, associating it with paganism and excessive revelry. However, as
waves of immigrants arrived, particularly from England and Germany, they brought with them diverse
Christmas traditions that often clashed with the local customs and religious norms.

Working-class communities viewed Christmas as a time for raucous celebration, including drinking,
feasting, and rowdy gatherings. This form of celebration was often seen as unruly and disruptive by
the more conservative, reform-minded middle class who sought to impose order and respectability on
the holiday.

The Middle-Class Campaign to “Reform” Christmas

Nissenbaum highlights how the “battle for Christmas” was essentially a cultural struggle over control
of the holiday’s meaning. Middle-class reformers, influenced by Victorian ideals, aimed to transform
Christmas into a family-centered, moral, and genteel occasion. They promoted values such as charity,
piety, and domestic harmony, opposing the working-class traditions of public drunkenness and
disorder.



This reform movement was not just about changing customs but also about asserting social
dominance. By redefining Christmas, the middle class sought to impose their own cultural values on
society at large, shaping the holiday to reflect ideals they held dear.

The Role of Literature and Media in Shaping Christmas
Traditions

Stephen Nissenbaum points out that literature and media played a crucial role in the transformation
of Christmas. Stories, poems, and articles helped popularize new ideals and customs, making the
reimagined Christmas accessible and appealing to a broader audience.

Charles Dickens and the Victorian Christmas

One of the most influential figures in this cultural shift was Charles Dickens. His novella *A Christmas
Carol* (1843) painted Christmas as a time of family togetherness, generosity, and redemption. This
story resonated deeply with readers and helped embed the idea of Christmas as a sentimental and
moral holiday.

Dickens’ portrayal of Christmas contrasted sharply with the earlier image of the holiday as a rowdy,
chaotic event. His work contributed to the middle-class vision of Christmas as a time for reflection,
kindness, and domestic celebration.

Newspapers and Christmas Celebrations

Newspapers and magazines in the 19th century began to feature articles about Christmas customs,
gift-giving, and decorations, further promoting the emerging middle-class Christmas model. These
media outlets encouraged families to adopt new practices such as decorating Christmas trees,
exchanging cards, and hosting quiet dinners.

This media-driven popularization helped standardize Christmas traditions across America, bridging
regional and social divides, and moving the holiday towards the more uniform celebration we
recognize today.

How Social Class Influenced the Christmas Conflict

Nissenbaum’s work makes it clear that social class was at the heart of the battle for Christmas. The
differing ways that classes celebrated the holiday were not simply about preference but reflected
deeper social tensions.



Working-Class Christmas Customs

For working-class communities, Christmas was an opportunity for temporary escape from economic
hardships and social constraints. Celebrations often included communal feasts, drinking, and public
festivities that reinforced social bonds within the community. These practices were vital for
maintaining morale and identity but were frequently viewed negatively by the middle class.

Middle-Class Aspirations and Control

On the other hand, the middle class sought to use Christmas as a tool for social control and moral
education. By promoting a more restrained and “civilized” Christmas, they hoped to curb what they
saw as the excesses of the lower classes and to instill values that aligned with their social ideals.

This dynamic illustrates how holidays can become arenas for negotiating power and identity within
society, a point that makes *The Battle for Christmas* much more than just a history of a holiday.

Enduring Legacies of the Battle for Christmas

The cultural battles outlined by Stephen Nissenbaum continue to influence how we experience
Christmas today. Many of the customs we take for granted—family gatherings, gift exchanges,
Christmas trees—are products of this 19th-century redefinition.

Commercialization and the Modern Christmas

While Nissenbaum focuses more on the social and cultural aspects, understanding the historical battle
for Christmas also sheds light on the later commercialization of the holiday. The middle-class
emphasis on gift-giving and domestic celebration laid the groundwork for Christmas to become an
important economic event.

Retailers and advertisers capitalized on these ideals, further transforming Christmas into a season of
consumption, which adds another layer of complexity to the holiday’s history.

Reflection on Cultural Change and Tradition

One of the most compelling lessons from *The Battle for Christmas* is that traditions are not
fixed—they evolve through conflict, compromise, and creativity. By studying this history, we gain
insight into how cultural identities are formed and reshaped.

Whether you celebrate Christmas as a religious holiday, a family occasion, or a cultural festivity,
understanding the historical roots and the battles behind it enriches the experience and reminds us of
the diverse voices that contributed to what Christmas has become.



---

Stephen Nissenbaum’s *The Battle for Christmas* invites us to look beyond the surface of familiar
holiday customs and appreciate the complex social history behind them. It’s a story of culture,
conflict, and community that continues to resonate, reminding us that even the most cherished
traditions have stories worth telling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Stephen Nissenbaum's 'The Battle
for Christmas'?
Stephen Nissenbaum's 'The Battle for Christmas' argues that the modern celebration of Christmas in
America was shaped by a cultural struggle in the 19th century between traditional community values
and commercial, family-centered ideals.

How does 'The Battle for Christmas' explain the
transformation of Christmas traditions in America?
The book explains that Christmas traditions in America transformed from rowdy, communal festivities
to more restrained, family-oriented celebrations due to social and religious conflicts during the 1800s.

What role did commercialism play in the Christmas changes
described by Nissenbaum?
Commercialism played a significant role, as the rise of consumer culture encouraged the promotion of
Christmas as a family holiday centered around gift-giving and shopping, which helped reshape its
cultural meaning.

Why is 'The Battle for Christmas' considered an important
work in cultural history?
'The Battle for Christmas' is important because it provides a detailed historical analysis of how
cultural, religious, and economic forces influenced the evolution of one of the most significant
holidays in America.

What sources does Stephen Nissenbaum use in 'The Battle for
Christmas' to support his arguments?
Nissenbaum uses a variety of primary sources including newspapers, diaries, church records, and
popular literature from the 19th century to illustrate the conflicting views and practices surrounding
Christmas celebrations.



Additional Resources
**The Battle for Christmas: Stephen Nissenbaum’s Revealing Exploration of American Holiday
History**

the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum stands as a pivotal work in understanding the
complex cultural and religious dynamics that shaped the American Christmas tradition. Stephen
Nissenbaum’s detailed historical investigation challenges common perceptions of Christmas as a
universally cherished and uncontested holiday. Instead, his research uncovers deep-rooted conflicts,
particularly in early American society, between competing religious groups, commercial interests, and
evolving social norms. This article delves into Nissenbaum’s influential book, exploring its core
arguments, historical context, and lasting impact on how we comprehend the origins of Christmas in
the United States.

Understanding "The Battle for Christmas" by Stephen
Nissenbaum

Published in 1997, Stephen Nissenbaum’s *The Battle for Christmas* offers a meticulously researched
narrative that uncovers the contentious nature of Christmas celebrations in colonial and early post-
Revolutionary America. Contrary to the modern image of Christmas as a universally embraced
festival, Nissenbaum reveals that the holiday was once the subject of intense controversy, particularly
between Puritanical Protestants and Anglicans or other groups who favored more festive observances.

Nissenbaum’s thesis hinges on the idea that Christmas was not simply a benign holiday but a cultural
battleground reflecting broader social and religious tensions. His work draws from diaries, court
records, sermons, and newspapers to paint a vivid picture of how Christmas was celebrated—or
suppressed—in various American communities, particularly in New England.

Religious Conflict and Cultural Clash

At the heart of *The Battle for Christmas* lies the conflict between Puritans and Anglicans. Puritans,
dominant in New England, viewed Christmas with suspicion and disdain, associating it with
drunkenness, disorder, and pagan excess. Their opposition to Christmas celebrations was rooted in a
strict interpretation of Christian doctrine that rejected festivities not explicitly sanctioned by the Bible.

Conversely, Anglicans and other groups celebrated Christmas as a time for communal gathering,
feasting, and religious observance. This divide was not merely theological but also social, reflecting
class distinctions and competing visions of public morality. Nissenbaum details numerous instances
where Puritan authorities attempted to suppress Christmas revelry, including legal prohibitions
against celebrations, punishments for participants, and public condemnation.

Christmas as a Site of Social Control and Resistance

Nissenbaum’s analysis extends beyond religious conflict to include the role of Christmas as a site of



social negotiation. In communities where Puritan influence was strong, the suppression of Christmas
was part of a broader effort to impose social order and discipline. Public drunkenness and disorderly
conduct during holidays threatened the established social hierarchy and were seen as challenges to
authority.

However, the persistence of Christmas celebrations despite official opposition illustrates how
traditions can serve as forms of resistance. For many, Christmas was an opportunity for communal
bonding and the reaffirmation of cultural identity. Nissenbaum’s work highlights how popular customs
often survive and adapt even under pressure from dominant elites.

Key Themes Explored in Nissenbaum’s Work

Several interrelated themes emerge from *The Battle for Christmas*, each contributing to a richer
understanding of the holiday’s contested history.

1. The Evolution of Christmas Traditions

Nissenbaum traces how Christmas customs evolved from their European roots through their
transplantation and transformation in colonial America. He emphasizes that the holiday’s meaning
was not fixed but changed over time as different groups negotiated its place in society.

2. The Role of Puritanism in Shaping American Culture

By focusing on Puritan opposition to Christmas, Nissenbaum sheds light on the broader cultural legacy
of Puritanism in America. The Puritan emphasis on sobriety, moral rigor, and social discipline
influenced American attitudes toward leisure and celebration far beyond the Christmas controversy.

3. The Intersection of Religion, Class, and Politics

The book also reveals how Christmas was intertwined with issues of class and political power. The
elite’s attempts to control public celebrations often clashed with the desires of working-class
communities to maintain their festive traditions, highlighting ongoing struggles over cultural
authority.

Critical Reception and Impact on Historical Scholarship

Since its publication, *The Battle for Christmas* has been widely regarded as a seminal text in
American cultural history. Scholars praise Nissenbaum’s rigorous archival research and his ability to
weave a compelling narrative that challenges simplistic understandings of Christmas.

The book has influenced subsequent studies on American holidays, religious dissent, and social



conflict. By placing Christmas within the broader context of cultural contestation, Nissenbaum
encourages readers to reconsider how traditions are formed, contested, and preserved.

Pros and Cons of Nissenbaum’s Approach

Pros: Comprehensive archival research provides depth and authenticity; challenges myths
about Christmas’s uniform acceptance; offers nuanced insight into colonial American society.

Cons: Some critics argue that the focus on conflict may understate the continuity and
widespread popularity of Christmas traditions; the heavy emphasis on New England limits
geographic scope.

Relevance of "The Battle for Christmas" in
Contemporary Cultural Discussions

The insights from Stephen Nissenbaum’s *The Battle for Christmas* resonate with ongoing debates
about the commercialization of Christmas, multiculturalism, and the holiday’s religious versus secular
significance. Understanding the historical roots of Christmas as a site of dispute provides valuable
context for modern discussions about how the holiday is celebrated and contested in public spaces.

Moreover, Nissenbaum’s work reminds us that holidays are not static; they are dynamic cultural
phenomena shaped by historical forces, social struggles, and evolving identities. This perspective
encourages a more critical and informed engagement with the traditions we often take for granted.

The battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum presents a compelling case that the American Christmas
holiday is a product of negotiation and conflict rather than simple consensus. This realization enriches
our appreciation of Christmas and underscores the complexity inherent in any cultural tradition.

The Battle For Christmas Stephen Nissenbaum
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  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: The Battle for Christmas Stephen
Nissenbaum, 2010-12-01 PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • Drawing on a wealth of research, this
fascinating book (The New York Times Book Review) charts the invention of our current Yuletide
traditions, from St. Nicholas to the Christmas tree and, perhaps most radically, the practice of giving
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gifts to children. Anyone who laments the excesses of Christmas might consider the Puritans of
colonial Massachusetts: they simply outlawed the holiday. The Puritans had their reasons, since
Christmas was once an occasion for drunkenness and riot, when poor wassailers extorted food and
drink from the well-to-do. In this intriguing and innovative work of social history, Stephen
Nissenbaum rediscovers Christmas's carnival origins and shows how it was transformed, during the
nineteenth century, into a festival of domesticity and consumerism. Bursting with detail, filled with
subversive readings of such seasonal classics as A Visit from St. Nicholas” and A Christmas Carol,
The Battle for Christmas captures the glorious strangeness of the past even as it helps us better
understand our present.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: The Coffee-Table Book in the Post-War
Anglophone World Christine Elliott, 2023-09-30 The Coffee-Table Book in the Post-War
Anglophone World argues that coffee-table books appeared and became popular in the post-war era
at the convergence of three important developments: advances in full colour printing technology,
social change, and publishing entrepreneurism and innovation. Examining the coffee-table book
through a book history lens acknowledges their significant contribution to post-war visual culture
and illustrated publishing. Focussing on post-war America, Great Britain, and Australia during the
“golden age” era of the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, this history of the coffee-table book takes an
interdisciplinary approach to put the coffee-table book in context in regards to materiality, format,
printing, status, and genre.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: The Sacred Santa Dell deChant, 2008-04-24
The Sacred Santa is an inquiry into the religious dimension of postmodern culture, seriously
considering the widespread perception that contemporary culture witnesses a profound struggle
between two antithetical systems -- a collision of two worlds, both religious, yet each with vivid
visions of the sacred that differ radically with regard to what the sacred is and what it means to
human life and social endeavor.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Celebrating the Family Elizabeth H. Pleck,
2000-07-04 Pleck examines changes in the way Americans celebrate holidays like Christmas or
birthdays.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Religion and Popular Culture in America,
Third Edition Bruce David Forbes, Jeffrey H. Mahan, 2017-03 Since 2000, Religion and Popular
Culture in America has been one [of the] standard books used in teaching this area of study.
Modestly updated in 2005, it continues to be taught in colleges, universities and theological schools
across the continent. The basic four-part structure of Religion and Popular Culture in America
remains sound and is a feature that appeals to many who have taught the volume. Section One,
Religion in Popular Culture, examines the way traditional religious symbols, narratives, and forms of
religious practice appear in popular culture. Section Two, Popular Culture in Religion, considers
how religion takes on and is reshaped by styles and values of popular culture. Section Three,
Popular Culture as Religion, explores the ways that aspects of popular culture and their reception
might be considered to be forms of religion. Section Four, Religion and Popular Culture in Dialogue,
introduces religiously based critiques of popular culture and ways that popular culture articulates
common critiques of religion. The third edition maintains the structure and basic length of the
current edition and retains Forbes' introductory framework and update versions of key essay. But
they replace many of the more dated subjects with new material drawing on more contemporary
examples. A concluding essay by Mahan organizes key insights from the essays and relates them to
the theories of popular culture illuminated in the introduction--Provided by publisher.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Santa Claus Worldwide Tom A. Jerman,
2020-05-01 This is a comprehensive history of the world's midwinter gift-givers, showcasing the
extreme diversity in their depictions as well as the many traits and functions these characters share.
It tracks the evolution of these figures from the tribal priests who presided over winter solstice
celebrations thousands of years before the birth of Christ, to Christian notables like St. Martin and
St. Nicholas, to a variety of secular figures who emerged throughout Europe following the Protestant



Reformation. Finally, it explains how the popularity of a poem about a miniature sleigh and eight tiny
reindeer helped consolidate the diverse European gift-givers into an enduring tradition in which
American children awake early on Christmas morning to see what Santa brought. Although the
names, appearance, attire and gift-giving practices of the world's winter solstice gift-givers differ
greatly, they are all recognizable as Santa, the personification of the Christmas and Midwinter
festivals. Despite efforts to eliminate him by groups as diverse as the Puritans of seventeenth
century New England, the Communist Party of the twentieth century Soviet Union and the
government of Nazi Germany, Santa has survived and prospered, becoming one of the best known
and most beloved figures in the world.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: America's Favorite Holidays Bruce David
Forbes, 2015-10-27 America's Favorite Holidays explores how five of America's culturally dominant
holidays--Christmas, Valentine's Day, Easter, Halloween, and Thanksgiving--came to be what they
are today, combinations of seasonal and religious celebrations heavily influenced by modern popular
culture. Distilling information from a wide range of sources, Bruce David Forbes reveals the often
surprising history behind the traditions of each holiday. The book offers a comprehensive look at the
Christian origins of these holidays and also touches on Passover, the religions of ancient Rome,
Celtic practices, Mexico's Day of the Dead, and American civil religion. America's Favorite Holidays
answers our curiosity about the origins of our holidays and the many ways in which religion and
culture mix--Provided by publisher.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: The Ultimate Daily Show and Philosophy ,
2013-07-26 Savor moments of Zen like never before, with our Senior Philosophical Correspondents
The Ultimate Daily Show and Philosophy is revised, expanded, and updated to probe deeper than
ever before the philosophical significance of the quintessential “fake” news show of the 21st century.
Features significant revisions and updates from the first 2007 edition Includes discussion of both
The Daily Show and its spin-off, The Colbert Report Reveals why and how The Daily Show is
philosophically engaging and significant Showcases philosophers at their best, discussing truth,
knowledge, reality, and the American Way Faces head on tough and surprisingly funny questions
about politics, religion, and power
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Anxious Am I? Alan A. Block, 2022-03-17
Following a lifetime rooted in family, schools, culture, and psychotherapy, provoked by the query of
a daughter concerning the presence of anxiety in my life, this memoir pursues the presence of
anxiety in life and seeks in some context for the concerns with which the author has lived for
three-quarters of a century. In the reflections from these situations and influences, he works his way
back to stories of personal origin and growth. He has sauntered through persistent issues with
which he has been engaged throughout his life, and he has made a few pronouncements, some of
which might even ring true. Within these pages, a little wisdom may even be found. And hopefully,
with some love and concern, he has responded to the challenging question, Do you have anxiety?
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Battleground of Desire Peter N. Stearns,
1999-04 Stearns (history, Carnegie Mellon University) explores the history of American self control
and discusses the wide social implications of self control as a characteristic prescribed by every
culture in different ways. He investigates issues that define American attitudes towards morality,
sexuality, and disciplines of the body, covering the Victorian legacy through current norms. In
comparing trends throughout our cultural history, he points out that there has been no collapse of
impulse control or moral demonstration between the eras, only a shift in form. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Four Steeples Over the City Streets Kyle T.
Bulthuis, 2017-04 In the fifty years after the Constitution was signed in 1787, New York City grew
from a port town of 30,000 to a metropolis of over half a million residents. This rapid development
transformed a once tightknit community and its religious experience. These effects were felt by
Trinity Episcopal Church, which had presented itself as a uniting influence in New York, that
connected all believers in social unity in the late colonial era. As the city grew larger, more



impersonal, and socially divided, churches reformed around race and class-based neighborhoods.
Trinity’s original vision of uniting the community was no longer possible. In Four Steeples over the
City Streets, Kyle T. Bulthuis examines the histories of four famous church congregations in early
Republic New York City—Trinity Episcopal, John Street Methodist, Mother Zion African Methodist,
and St. Philip’s (African) Episcopal—to uncover the lived experience of these historical subjects, and
just how religious experience and social change connected in the dynamic setting of early Republic
New York. Drawing on a range of primary sources, Four Steeples over the City Streets reveals how
these city churches responded to these transformations from colonial times to the mid-nineteenth
century. Bulthuis also adds new dynamics to the stories of well-known New Yorkers such as John Jay,
James Harper, and Sojourner Truth. More importantly, Four Steeples over the City Streets connects
issues of race, class, and gender, urban studies, and religious experience, revealing how the city
shaped these churches, and how their respective religious traditions shaped the way they reacted to
the city. (Publisher).
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Abe David S. Reynolds, 2020-09-29 Now an
Apple TV+ documentary, Lincoln's Dilemma, airing February 18, 2022. One of the Wall Street
Journal's Ten Best Books of the Year | A Washington Post Notable Book | A Christian Science
Monitor and Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2020 Winner of the Gilder Lehrman Abraham Lincoln Prize
and the Abraham Lincoln Institute Book Award A marvelous cultural biography that captures Lincoln
in all his historical fullness. . . . using popular culture in this way, to fill out the context surrounding
Lincoln, is what makes Mr. Reynolds's biography so different and so compelling . . . Where did the
sympathy and compassion expressed in [Lincoln's] Second Inaugural—'With malice toward none;
with charity for all'—come from? This big, wonderful book provides the richest cultural context to
explain that, and everything else, about Lincoln. —Gordon Wood, Wall Street Journal From one of
the great historians of nineteenth-century America, a revelatory and enthralling new biography of
Lincoln, many years in the making, that brings him to life within his turbulent age David S.
Reynolds, author of the Bancroft Prize-winning cultural biography of Walt Whitman and many other
iconic works of nineteenth century American history, understands the currents in which Abraham
Lincoln swam as well as anyone alive. His magisterial biography Abe is the product of full-body
immersion into the riotous tumult of American life in the decades before the Civil War. It was a
country growing up and being pulled apart at the same time, with a democratic popular culture that
reflected the country's contradictions. Lincoln's lineage was considered auspicious by Emerson,
Whitman, and others who prophesied that a new man from the West would emerge to balance North
and South. From New England Puritan stock on his father's side and Virginia Cavalier gentry on his
mother's, Lincoln was linked by blood to the central conflict of the age. And an enduring theme of
his life, Reynolds shows, was his genius for striking a balance between opposing forces. Lacking
formal schooling but with an unquenchable thirst for self-improvement, Lincoln had a talent for
wrestling and bawdy jokes that made him popular with his peers, even as his appetite for poetry and
prodigious gifts for memorization set him apart from them through his childhood, his years as a
lawyer, and his entrance into politics. No one can transcend the limitations of their time, and Lincoln
was no exception. But what emerges from Reynolds's masterful reckoning is a man who at each
stage in his life managed to arrive at a broader view of things than all but his most enlightened
peers. As a politician, he moved too slowly for some and too swiftly for many, but he always pushed
toward justice while keeping the whole nation in mind. Abe culminates, of course, in the Civil War,
the defining test of Lincoln and his beloved country. Reynolds shows us the extraordinary range of
cultural knowledge Lincoln drew from as he shaped a vision of true union, transforming, in Martin
Luther King Jr.'s words, the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. Abraham Lincoln did not come out of nowhere. But if he was shaped by his times, he
also managed at his life's fateful hour to shape them to an extent few could have foreseen.
Ultimately, this is the great drama that astonishes us still, and that Abe brings to fresh and vivid life.
The measure of that life will always be part of our American education.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: In Plain Sight Alexandra Socarides, 2020



Studies why the poetry of nineteenth-century American women has all but disappeared from literary
history, with the exception of the works of Emily Dickinson. Exploring works by little-known poets, it
illustrates that the means by which the poetry came to be written and read contributed to and
determined its eventual erasure.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Telemann Studies Wolfgang Hirschmann,
Steven Zohn, 2022-08-04 Includes bibliographical references and index.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: A Christmas Carol and Its Adaptations
Fred Guida, 2006-08-16 Over 150 years after its original composition, Charles Dickens' A Christmas
Carol continues to delight readers. The figure of Ebenezer Scrooge has become a cultural icon, and
Tiny Tim's God Bless Us Every One is as familiar as Merry Christmas. It is not surprising that
Dickens' ghostly little book, as he called it, has proved popular with playwrights and screenwriters.
In everything from elegant literary treatments to animated musicals, the role of Scrooge has been
essayed by actors from George C. Scott to Mr. Magoo. This critical account of the story's history and
its various adaptations examines first the original writing of the story, including its political,
economic, and historical context. The major interpretations are analyzed within their various media:
stage, magic lantern shows, silent film, talkies, and television. Dickens' other, lesser known
Christmas stories, like The Cricket on the Hearth, are also examined and compared to the immortal
Carol. Finally, a complete annotated filmography of all film and television productions based on A
Christmas Carol is included, with commentary on each version's loyalty to the original text. The book
includes 25 previously unpublished photos as well as analysis of previously undocumented
productions. The text includes a foreword by the distinguished film and literary scholar Edward
Wagenknecht, a bibliography and an index.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: He Shall Crush Thy Head Diane Covher,
2019-10-13 There are theological issues and ideas in this book that are very likely outside your belief
box. It is human nature to read and evaluate information presented based upon current beliefs of
what we think the truth is. This is especially true about scripture. We usually quickly skip over
scripture because we think we already know what it says and means. So, please read the scriptures
carefully and ask God to reveal His truths about the parts you do not understand yet. If you think
you understand all of scripture, then it's probably best that you don't waste your time reading any
further. If, however you are one who wants all you can learn from God, I would encourage you to let
down the veil of pride set up by the enemy and let God speak to you.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: The Wizard of Oz Catalog Fraser A.
Sherman, 2013-02-25 L. Frank Baum’s novel The Wizard of Oz had by 2005 spawned 39 official
sequels, more than 100 unofficial sequels, nearly 40 films, several television series, music videos,
commercials, computer games, radio shows and more. It has received a number of different
interpretations: an African-American slant, a Turkish low-budget fantasy, Japanese anime, and
American pornography, among others. This book provides synopses and basic bibliographical
information for the forty Oz books in the original series and a number of related books by the Royal
Historians of Oz; synopses and credits for live performances (videos and made-for-television
performances are included here) based on the Oz books and on Baum’s non–Oz fantasies; comic
book and comic strip adaptations of Oz; synopses and credits for radio shows and dramatic
performances on audiobook or vinyl records; synopses and credits for theatrical films and shorts;
documentaries and educational films; synopses and credits for television series and episodes based
on Oz; video and computer games; useful websites; and short scenes on television or in movies that
have an Oz element.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Traditional Festivals Christian Roy,
2005-06-29 This illustrated reference work covers a wide range of festivals that have sacred origins
and are, or have been, part of a folk tradition, a world religion, or a major civilization. Traditional
Festivals: A Multicultural Encyclopedia travels around the world and across the centuries to uncover
an often unexpected richness of meaning in some of the major sacred festivals of the world's
religions, the hallowed calendars of ancient civilizations, and the seasonal celebrations of tribal



cultures. From Akitu to Yom Kippur, its 150+ entries look at the content and context of these
festivals from a number of perspectives (including those relating to theology, anthropology, folklore,
and social theory), tracing their historical development and variations across cultures. Readers will
get a vivid sense of what each festival means to the people celebrating it; how each captures its
culture's beliefs, hopes and fears, founding myths, and redemptive visions; and how each expresses
the universal need of humans to connect their lives to a timeless spiritual dimension.
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: Celebrating Canada Matthew Hayday,
Raymond Blake, 2016-01-01 In Celebrating Canada, Matthew Hayday and Raymond Blake situate
Canada in an international context as they examine the history and evolution of our national and
provincial holidays and annual celebrations
  the battle for christmas stephen nissenbaum: The Dangers of Gifts from Antiquity to
the Digital Age Alexandra Urakova, Tracey A. Sowerby, Tudor Sala, 2022-09-09 This is the first
volume that examines dangerous gift-giving across centuries and disciplines. Bringing to the fore the
subject that features as an aside in gift studies, it offers new insights into the ambivalent and
troubled history of gift-giving. Dangerous, violent, and self-destructive gift-giving remains an
alluring challenge for scholars almost a hundred years after Marcel Mauss’s landmark work on the
gift. Globally, the notion of toxic and fateful gifts has haunted mythologies, folklores, and literatures
for millennia. This book problematizes what stands behind the notion of the 'dangerous gift' and
demonstrates how this operational term may help us to better understand the role and place of
gift-giving from antiquity to the present through a series of case studies ranging from ancient
Zoroastrianism to modern digital dating. The book develops a complex historical, cross-cultural, and
multi-disciplinary approach to gift-giving that invites comparisons between various facets of this
phenomenon through time and across societies. The book will interest a wide range of scholars
working in anthropology, history, literary criticism, religious studies, and contemporary digital
culture. It will primarily appeal to university educators and researchers of political culture,
pre-modern religion, social relations, and the relationship between commerce and gifts.
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