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Better Together: Exploring Robert D. Putnam’s Vision of Social Capital and Community

better together robert d putnam is more than just a phrase—it captures the essence of a
profound social science insight into how communities thrive through connection, trust, and
cooperation. Robert D. Putnam, a renowned political scientist and sociologist, has shaped our
understanding of social capital—the networks, norms, and social trust that enable participants to act
together more effectively to pursue shared objectives. His work, especially in books like *Bowling
Alone* and *Better Together*, sheds light on the challenges modern societies face and offers a
hopeful perspective on how collective action can rebuild social bonds.

In this article, we’ll dive into the core ideas behind Putnam’s “better together” philosophy, explore
what social capital means for communities today, and discuss practical ways individuals and
organizations can foster stronger connections in an increasingly fragmented world.

The Foundations of Better Together: Robert D.
Putnam’s Social Capital Theory

At the heart of Putnam’s work lies the concept of social capital—a term that refers to the resources
available within communities due to relationships among people. Unlike financial or physical capital,
social capital is intangible but immensely powerful. It includes trust, norms of reciprocity, and
networks that facilitate coordination and cooperation for mutual benefit.

Putnam argues that in the post-industrial age, social capital has been eroding in many Western
societies, leading to a decline in civic engagement, lower trust in institutions, and a rise in social
isolation. His famous work, *Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community*,
documents this trend in the United States, showing how fewer people participate in community
groups, clubs, and civic activities.

“Better together,” in this context, is both a diagnosis and a prescription. Putnam emphasizes that
people are fundamentally social creatures who flourish when they come together—whether through
volunteering, participating in local organizations, or simply engaging with neighbors. The decline of
these interactions weakens the fabric of society, but their revival holds the key to healthier, more
resilient communities.

How Social Capital Shapes Our Lives

Social capital influences many aspects of everyday life, from economic prosperity to health outcomes.
Communities rich in social capital tend to experience:

- Higher levels of trust among residents
- More effective local governance

- Better educational achievements

- Lower crime rates



- Improved mental and physical well-being

This interconnectedness reinforces a positive feedback loop: as people feel more connected and
supported, they are more likely to contribute back to the community, creating a virtuous cycle of
engagement.

Better Together Robert D. Putnam: The Role of
Community in Modern Society

Putnam’s insight is particularly relevant today, when digital communication and urbanization often
lead to social fragmentation. Despite being “connected” online, many people face loneliness and a
lack of meaningful relationships offline.

The Digital Age and Social Capital

While social media platforms offer unprecedented opportunities to stay in touch, Putnam cautions
that online interactions don’t always build the type of trust and reciprocity that in-person engagement
fosters. Virtual connections can be shallow or fleeting compared to face-to-face relationships that
underpin social capital.

This observation highlights a crucial point: technology alone cannot replace the depth of community
ties formed through shared experiences and mutual support. The “better together” mindset
encourages us to balance digital interactions with real-world connections, nurturing environments
where people can meet, collaborate, and build trust.

Neighborhoods, Volunteering, and Civic Engagement

Putnam'’s research underscores the importance of local involvement. Neighborhood associations,
volunteer groups, places of worship, and civic organizations serve as the backbone of healthy
societies. These institutions create spaces where people can forge bonds, exchange ideas, and work
toward common goals.

Engaging in community activities doesn’t just benefit society—it enriches individuals by providing a
sense of belonging and purpose. For anyone wondering how to start, Putnam’s message is clear: even
small acts, like attending a town hall meeting or joining a local club, can strengthen social capital.

Practical Ways to Embrace the Better Together
Philosophy

Inspired by Robert D. Putham’s work, many communities and leaders strive to revive social capital by
promoting inclusivity and encouraging collaboration. Here are some actionable strategies to foster a



“better together” culture:

» Facilitate Community Gatherings: Organize neighborhood events, potlucks, or cultural
festivals to bring people together in informal settings.

e Support Local Organizations: Volunteer or donate time and resources to schools, charities,
and civic groups invested in community well-being.

e Encourage Cross-Generational Interaction: Create programs that connect young people
with older adults to share knowledge, skills, and stories.

* Promote Inclusive Dialogue: Foster open conversations that bridge social, racial, and
economic divides, building empathy and understanding.

e Leverage Digital Tools Wisely: Use online platforms to coordinate in-person activities and
keep community members informed and engaged.

By adopting these approaches, communities can rebuild trust and cooperation, embodying the “better
together” principle that Putnam champions.

The Impact of Better Together on Public Policy and
Society

Putnam’s insights have influenced policymakers, educators, and civic leaders worldwide. Recognizing
the value of social capital has led to initiatives aimed at strengthening community networks,
improving public spaces, and encouraging civic participation.

For example, urban planners might design walkable neighborhoods with shared public areas to
facilitate social interactions. Schools may integrate service-learning programs that connect students
with real-world community challenges. Governments might promote policies that incentivize
volunteerism or support grassroots organizations.

Such efforts reflect the understanding that economic growth and democratic health depend not only
on markets and institutions but also on the quality of social relationships. The “better together” ethos
reminds us that thriving societies are built on collaboration, trust, and shared responsibility.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Despite the clear benefits, revitalizing social capital is not without challenges. Modern lifestyles are
often busy and fragmented, and some communities face deep-rooted divisions. Overcoming these
hurdles requires patience, creativity, and a commitment to inclusion.

However, the pandemic experience has also shown the power of community resilience—neighbors
checking on one another, mutual aid networks emerging, and local groups mobilizing to support



vulnerable populations. These examples offer hope and underscore Putnam’s message: when people
come together, they can overcome adversity and build stronger, more caring communities.

’ u

Robert D. Putnam’s “better together” philosophy invites us all to rethink the value of connection in
our lives. By understanding the importance of social capital and taking deliberate steps to nurture it,
we can create communities where individuals don’t just coexist but thrive collectively. In a world that
often emphasizes individualism, Putnam’s work is a timely reminder that we truly are better together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Robert D. Putnam's book 'Better
Together'?

'‘Better Together' explores the importance of social connections and civic engagement in
strengthening communities and improving societal well-being.

Who is Robert D. Putnam?

Robert D. Putnam is a political scientist and professor known for his work on social capital, civic
engagement, and community life in America.

How does 'Better Together' build on Putnam's previous work?

'‘Better Together' expands on Putnam's earlier research on social capital, particularly from his book
'‘Bowling Alone,' by offering solutions to rebuild social bonds.

What role does social capital play according to 'Better
Together'?

Social capital, which includes networks, norms, and trust, is essential for fostering cooperation and
collective action within communities.

Can 'Better Together' provide practical strategies for
community building?

Yes, the book offers actionable recommendations for individuals, organizations, and policymakers to
enhance social ties and civic participation.

Why is civic engagement important in 'Better Together'?

Civic engagement is portrayed as a key factor in creating resilient communities and addressing social
challenges collaboratively.



Does 'Better Together' address the impact of technology on
social connections?

Yes, it discusses how digital technology can both hinder and help social interactions and suggests
ways to leverage it for positive community outcomes.

What audience is 'Better Together' intended for?

The book targets policymakers, community leaders, academics, and general readers interested in
social cohesion and democratic renewal.

Has 'Better Together' influenced current discussions on social
cohesion?

Yes, it has contributed to ongoing debates about rebuilding trust and cooperation in increasingly
fragmented societies.

Where can | find more research by Robert D. Putnam related
to 'Better Together'?

You can explore Putnam's academic publications, articles, and lectures available through university
websites and platforms like JSTOR or Google Scholar.

Additional Resources

Better Together: Exploring Robert D. Putnam’s Vision of Social Capital and Community Cohesion

better together robert d putnam encapsulates a pivotal theme in understanding the dynamics of
social capital, community engagement, and civic life. Robert D. Putnam, a distinguished political
scientist and professor, has profoundly influenced contemporary discourse on how social networks
and institutions shape the fabric of society. His work, particularly the concept that communities and
individuals thrive when connected and cooperative, has sparked considerable academic and public
interest. This article delves into Putnam’s “Better Together” philosophy, analyzing its foundations,
implications, and relevance in today’s fragmented social landscape.

Understanding Robert D. Putnam'’s “Better Together”
Philosophy

At the core of Robert D. Putnam’s scholarship is the idea that social capital—the networks, norms, and
trust facilitating coordination and cooperation—plays a crucial role in societal well-being. His research,
notably in books like *Bowling Alone* and *Our Kids*, highlights the erosion of communal bonds in
modern America and argues for revitalizing social connections as a means to build stronger, healthier
communities.

The phrase “better together” succinctly reflects Putnam’s argument that collective action and mutual



support outperform isolated individualism. He posits that when people engage in community
activities, civic organizations, and informal social gatherings, they create a reservoir of goodwill and
trust that benefits everyone. This social capital, in turn, contributes to improved health outcomes,
economic prosperity, and political stability.

The Role of Social Capital in Civic Engagement

Putnam’s analysis reveals a compelling correlation between social capital and civic participation. He
found that regions with higher levels of engagement in clubs, religious groups, and neighborhood
associations tend to have:

Lower crime rates

Better educational outcomes

More robust local economies

Greater political involvement

These findings underscore the tangible benefits of being “better together”—community cohesion is
not merely a feel-good concept but a measurable driver of societal progress. Conversely, Putnam
documents a decline in these forms of engagement over the past several decades, raising alarms
about the diminishing social fabric.

Comparative Perspectives on Social Capital

Putnam’s work invites comparison with other social theorists and empirical studies that explore how
networks influence collective efficacy. For instance, James Coleman and Pierre Bourdieu also explored
social capital but with varying emphases on its forms and consequences. Putnam’s unique
contribution lies in his empirical approach to measuring social capital’s impact on civic life and his
advocacy for policies fostering communal ties.

International comparisons further illustrate Putnam'’s thesis. Countries with strong social capital, such
as those in Scandinavia, often exhibit high levels of trust, low corruption, and effective governance. In
contrast, societies with fragmented social networks may struggle with polarization and institutional
distrust. This global context enriches the “better together” narrative by demonstrating its cross-
cultural relevance.

Implications for Policy and Community Development

Understanding the “better together robert d putnam” concept has practical implications for
policymakers, urban planners, and community leaders. Strengthening social capital requires



deliberate efforts to:

1. Encourage participation in local organizations and volunteerism
2. Design public spaces that foster social interaction
3. Support educational programs that build community awareness

4. Address socioeconomic inequalities that hinder social cohesion

Putnam emphasizes that rebuilding social capital is not a straightforward task; it necessitates
addressing broader structural issues such as economic disparity and political polarization. However,
the potential benefits make it a worthwhile pursuit.

Challenges and Critiques of Putnam’s Framework

While Robert D. Putnam’s “better together” approach has been influential, it is not without critiques.
Some scholars argue that Putnam’s focus on social capital overlooks power dynamics and the ways in
which exclusionary networks can reinforce inequality. For example, bonding social capital—tight-knit
groups with strong internal ties—may sometimes lead to insularity and distrust of outsiders,
complicating the ideal of universal togetherness.

Additionally, the decline in traditional forms of social participation, highlighted in *Bowling Alone*, has
been partially offset by new forms of digital and virtual community engagement. Critics suggest that
Putnam’s framework needs to evolve to incorporate these modern social realities, which may redefine
what it means to be “better together” in the 21st century.

The Evolution of Social Capital in the Digital Age

In recent years, technological advancements have transformed how people connect, creating both
opportunities and challenges for social capital. Online platforms can facilitate community building
across geographical boundaries but may also contribute to echo chambers and superficial
interactions. Putnam’s insights prompt a reevaluation of whether digital networks can replicate the
depth of trust and reciprocity found in traditional face-to-face communities.

Efforts to harness technology for enhancing social capital include virtual town halls, community apps,
and online volunteer networks. These innovations echo the “better together” ethos by seeking to
bridge divides and encourage collective action, albeit in a new medium.

Better Together Robert D. Putnam: A Lasting Influence

Robert D. Putnam’s emphasis on the power of social capital continues to resonate across disciplines,



from sociology and political science to public health and urban studies. His articulation of the “better
together” ideal provides a valuable framework for understanding the importance of community bonds
in fostering resilience and prosperity.

As societies grapple with increasing polarization, social isolation, and global challenges, revisiting
Putnam’s work offers insights into how strengthening social networks can promote cohesion and
collective problem-solving. While acknowledging its complexities and limitations, the “better together
robert d putnam” concept remains a cornerstone in the ongoing quest to build more connected and
collaborative communities.

Better Together Robert D Putnam
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better together robert d putnam: Das Geflecht aktiver Biirger Andreas Dorner, Ludgera
Vogt, 2008-03-26 Das Buch prasentiert die Ergebnisse einer explorativen Stadtstudie iiber die
Funktionsweise von Burgergesellschaft vor Ort. Am Beispiel einer Mittelstadt am nordlichen Rand
des Ruhrgebiets wird aufgezeigt, warum sich Akteure engagieren, welche Rolle posttraditionale
Gemeinschaften dabei spielen, welche Karrieremuster in der Burgergesellschaft greifen und wie sich
Strukturen sozialer Ungleichheit bemerkbar machen. Vor allem aber wird sichtbar, dass die
Funktionsfahigkeit von Zivilgesellschaft vor Ort angewiesen ist auf enge Vernetzungen zwischen
Akteuren und Organisationen sowie auf eine ausgepragte Kooperationskultur.

better together robert d putnam: An Analysis of Robert D. Putnam's Bowling Alone
Elizabeth Morrow, Lindsay Scorgie-Porter, 2017-07-05 American political scientist Robert Putnam
wasn’t the first person to recognize that social capital - the relationships between people that allow
communities to function well - is the grease that oils the wheels of society. But by publishing
Bowling Alone, he moved the debate from one primarily concerned with family and individual
relationships one that studied the social capital generated by people’s engagement with the civic
life. Putnam drew heavily on the critical thinking skill of interpretation in shaping his work. He took
fresh looks at the meaning of evidence that other scholars had made too many assumptions about,
and was scrupulous in clarifying what his evidence was really saying. He found that strong social
capital has the power to boost health, lower unemployment, and improve life in major ways. As such,
any decrease in civic engagement could create serious consequences for society. Putnam’s
interpretation of these issues led him to the understanding that if America is to thrive, its citizens
must connect.

better together robert d putnam: Ken Wilson, 2008-05-27 An exploration of four dimensions
of the spirituality Jesus left in his wake engages those drawn to the fascinating figure buried in the
messy field of religion.

better together robert d putnam: LatinoLand Marie Arana, 2024-02-20 This wide-ranging
overview of the turbulent and little-known history of the diverse Latino experience in America is
based on hundreds of interviews and research about the fastest-growing minority in America.

better together robert d putnam: LatinoLand (Spanish Edition) Marie Arana, 2025-01-21
“Perfecta representacion de la diversidad latina” (The Washington Post), LatinoLand se nutre de
cientos de entrevistas y de una prodigiosa investigacidon para ofrecernos tanto un vibrante retrato
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como la poco conocida historia de nuestra minoria mas numerosa y de mas rapido crecimiento, en
“una obra de profecia, simpatia y coraje” (Junot Diaz, autor ganador del Premio Pulitzer).
LatinoLand constituye una excepcional y completa panoramica de la América hispana basada en
entrevistas personales, una profunda investigacion y la experiencia vital de Marie Arana como latina.
Hoy en dia, los latinos representan el veinte por ciento de la poblacién de Estados Unidos, cifra que
sigue en aumento. Para 2050, los informes del censo prevén que uno de cada tres estadounidenses
sera de ascendencia latina. Pero los latinos no son un monolito. No representan a un inico grupo.
Los mas numerosos son los mexicanos, puertorriqueiios, dominicanos, salvadorefios y cubanos. Cada
uno tiene un trasfondo cultural y politico diferente. Los puertorriqueiios, por ejemplo, son
ciudadanos estadounidenses, mientras que algunos mexicano-estadounidenses nunca emigraron
debido a que la frontera entre Estados Unidos y México se desplazé tras la invasion estadounidense
de 1848, incorporando lo que hoy es todo el suroeste de Estados Unidos. Los cubanos llegaron en
dos grandes oleadas: la de quienes escaparon del comunismo en los primeros afios de Castro,
muchos de los cuales eran profesionales y ricos, y la de los salieron con permiso en el éxodo del
Mariel veinte afnos después, que representaban a algunos de los cubanos mas pobres, incluso los
presos. Como lo muestra LatinoLand, los latinos fueron de los primeros inmigrantes que llegaron a
lo que hoy es Estados Unidos, algunos en el siglo XVI. Racialmente son diversos: una mezcla
aleatoria de blancos, negros, indigenas y asiaticos. Alguna vez abrumadoramente catdlicos, entre
ellos hay cada vez mas protestantes y evangélicos. Abarcan desde empleadas domésticas y
jornaleros hasta artistas de éxito, directivos de empresas y senadores estadounidenses. Antes
demdcratas en su mayoria, ahora votan cada vez mas por los republicanos. En lo cultural son tan
variados como cualquier inmigrante de Europa o Asia.

better together robert d putnam: Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition Raymond Seidelman
(195102007), 2015-04-17 New edition of the provocative history of the tenuous relationship between
the scientific study of politics and the real world of American democracy. When it first appeared
three decades ago, Raymond Seidelman[]s provocative study of the history of political science both
attracted a great deal of attention and generated vibrant controversy. Where prior studies of the
history of political science had concentrated on the evolution of the scientific study of politics,
Seidelman placed his focus on the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and
the real world of American democracy. Examining paired sets of political science luminaries over a
century, he finds recurrent hopes that a [Jscience of politics[] can be a [Jscience for politics,[] and
recurrent frustrations that neither elites nor democratic publics respond to the findings of political
science or defer to its claims of scientific authority. Analyzing the reasons for political science[]s
limited impact on democratic reform, Seidelman raises the prospect that the progressive dreams of
American political science, rising and falling over the course of a century, may finally be exhausted.
For this new edition, Bruce Miroff and Stephen Skowronek have written a foreword that relates the
genesis of the book and the career of the late Ray Seidelman, while James Farr, a distinguished
scholar of political science history, has contributed an extensive afterword. Whether readers concur
with or dispute Seidelman[]s conclusions about the practical significance of political science, they
will be challenged by the scope and power of Disenchanted Realists. The book invites a new
generation of political scientists to examine the problematic development of the discipline they
practice and to reflect on the public meanings of what they do in their own careers. [JSeidelman has
made a significant, original, and lasting contribution to critical historical self-reflection in the
discipline of American political science.[] [] John G. Gunnell, Distinguished Professor, Emeritus,
University at Albany, SUNY

better together robert d putnam: A British Anarchist Tradition Carissa Honeywell,
2011-05-12 >

better together robert d putnam: The New Suburbia Becky M. Nicolaides, 2024 The New
Suburbia explores how the suburbs transformed from bastions of the white middle class in the
postwar years into diverse communities after 1970. In the new suburbia, white advantage persisted,
but it existed alongside rising inequality, ethnic and racial diversity, and new household




configurations. It focuses on Los Angeles, at the vanguard of these trends.

better together robert d putnam: Why Democracies Flounder and Fail Michael Haas,
2018-06-26 Democracy is in crisis because voices of the people are ignored due to a politics of mass
society. After demonstrating how the French Fourth Republic failed, wherein Singapore’s
totalitarianism is a dangerous model, Washington is enmeshed in gridlock, and there is a global
democracy deficit, solutions are offered to revitalize democracy as the best form of government. The
book demonstrates how mass society politics operates, with intermediate institutions of civil society
(media, pressure groups, political parties) no longer transmitting the will of the people to
government but instead are concerned with corporate interests and have developed oligarchical
mindsets. Rather than micro-remedy bandaids, the author focuses on the need to transform
governing philosophies from pragmatic to humanistic solutions.

better together robert d putnam: When Hate Groups March Down Main Street Deborah
Levine, Marc Brenman, 2019-10-31 When Hate Groups March Down Main Street is a
comprehensive, authoritative resource guide for communities, organizations, and individuals who
are concerned and intimidated by the resurgence of neo-Nazi and extreme right-wing groups in the
United States. Communities have often been caught flat-footed when confronting neo-Nazi and far
right-wing extremists. This book examines how hate groups act and what motivates them and
discusses, using case studies and community resources, how to equip communities to successfully
respond to these incursions.

better together robert d putnam: An Analysis of Amos Tversky and Daniel Kahneman's
Judgment Under Uncertainty Camille Morvan, William J. Jenkins, 2017-07-05 Amos Tversky and
Daniel Kahneman’s 1974 paper ‘Judgement Under Uncertainty: Heuristics and Biases’ is a landmark
in the history of psychology. Though a mere seven pages long, it has helped reshape the study of
human rationality, and had a particular impact on economics - where Tversky and Kahneman’s work
helped shape the entirely new sub discipline of ‘behavioral economics.” The paper investigates
human decision-making, specifically what human brains tend to do when we are forced to deal with
uncertainty or complexity. Based on experiments carried out with volunteers, Tversky and
Kahneman discovered that humans make predictable errors of judgement when forced to deal with
ambiguous evidence or make challenging decisions. These errors stem from ‘heuristics’ and ‘biases’
- mental shortcuts and assumptions that allow us to make swift, automatic decisions, often usefully
and correctly, but occasionally to our detriment. The paper’s huge influence is due in no small part
to its masterful use of high-level interpretative and analytical skills - expressed in Tversky and
Kahneman'’s concise and clear definitions of the basic heuristics and biases they discovered. Still
providing the foundations of new work in the field 40 years later, the two psychologists’ definitions
are a model of how good interpretation underpins incisive critical thinking.

better together robert d putnam: Ex Auditu - Volume 36 Dennis R. Edwards, J. Nathan
Clayton, 2024-10-21 Introduction DENNIS R. EDWARDS Jeremiah 29 and Political Theology
STEPHEN B. CHAPMAN Who Can Lead a Flock of Shepherds? Paul, the Pillars, and Political
Challenges in Our Churches Today TIMOTHY MILINOVICH Response to Milinovich CHRISTY
RANDAZZO0 Forgiveness as the Redoubling of God COLBY DICKINSON Response to Dickinson
KAITLYN SCHIESS I Feel You: The Theo-Politics of Compassion and the Poor in Liberation Theology
and Karl Barth JULES A. MARTINEZ OLIVIERI Response to Martinez ROSE LEE-NORMAN Some
Texts and Our Politics VINCENT BACOTE Response to Bacote JONATHAN WILSON Love’s Domain
or White Christians’ Dominion?: A Missiological Response to the American Culture Wars JANEL
KRAGT BAKKER Response to Bakker CHRISTOPHER W. SKINNER What'’s in a Name? Ideology and
Naming KAY HIGUERA SMITH Response to Smith BRET M. WIDMAN

better together robert d putnam: Jesus Brand Spirituality Ken Wilson, 2008-05-27 Jesus
wants his religion back...so it can be for the world again So begins this expertly written book by Ken
Wilson, a pastor, practitioner and pilgrim to engage those drawn to the fascinating figure buried in
the messy field of religion. Jesus Brand Spirituality is for those disillusioned by the current swirl of
cultural conflict, moralism, and religious meanness that amounts to a form of trademark




infringement on the movement that bears his name. Combining candor, curiosity and rare insight,
the author explores four dimensions of the spirituality Jesus left in his wake--active, contemplative,
biblical, and communal. Practical, engaging and compelling, this fresh illumination of an ancient
path is both moving and thought provoking. Phyllis Tickle, founding editor of the Religion
Department at Publisher's weekly calls Wilson one of America's most gifted evangelicals, a
thoughtful, unflinching pastor for thinking Christians; but he has outdone even his own reputation
here. Candid, confessional, and full of stories, these conversational chapters from a man enthralled
with Jesus are shot through with the passion and the realism of an eternally-vital romance.

better together robert d putnam: Economic Development for Everyone Mark M. Miller,
2017-05-09 How do we create employment, grow businesses, and build greater economic resilience
in our low-income communities? How do we create economic development for everyone, everywhere
- including rural towns, inner-city neighborhoods, aging suburbs, and regions such as Appalachia,
American Indian reservations, the Mexican border, and the Mississippi Delta - and not just in elite
communities? Economic Development for Everyone collects, organizes, and reviews much of the
current research available on creating economic development in low-income communities. Part I
offers an overview of the harsh realities facing low-income communities in the US today; their many
economic and social challenges; debates on whether to try reviving local economies vs. relocating
residents; and current trends in economic development that emphasize high-tech industry and high
levels of human capital. Part II organizes the sprawling literature of applied economic development
research into a practical framework of five dynamic dimensions: empower your residents: begin with
basic education; enhance your community: build on existing assets; encourage your entrepreneurs;
diversify your economy; and sustain your development. This book, assembled and presented in a
unified framework, will be invaluable for students and new researchers of economic development in
low-income communities, and will offer new perspectives for established researchers, professional
economic developers and planners, and public officials. Development practitioners and community
leaders will also find new ideas and opportunities, along with a broad view on how the many
complex parts of economic development interconnect.

better together robert d putnam: Building Community James S. Gruber, 2020-05-19 An
easy-to-use guide for local leaders working to engage their community in growing a more equitable,
healthy, and sustainable future Building Community is the easy-to-use guide that distills the success
of healthy thriving communities from around the world into twelve universally applicable principles
that transcend cultures and locations. Exploring how community building can be approached by
local citizens and their local leaders, Building Community features: A chapter on each of the 12
Guiding Principles, based on research in 27 countries Over 30 knowledgeable contributing
author-practitioners Critical practical leadership tools Notes from the field - with practical dos and
don'ts A wealth of 25 case studies of communities that have learned to thrive, including towns and
villages, inner-city neighborhoods, Indigenous groups, nonprofits, women's empowerment groups,
and a school, business, and faith community. Building Community is essential reading for community
leaders, activists, planners, policy makers, and students looking to help their communities thrive.
Strong local communities are the foundation of a healthy, participatory, and resilient society. Rather
than looking to national governments, corporations, or new technologies to solve environmental and
social problems, we can learn and apply the successes of thriving communities to protect the
environment, enhance local livelihood, and grow social vitality.

better together robert d putnam: Part of Our Lives Wayne A. Wiegand, 2015-09-10 Despite
dire predictions in the late twentieth century that public libraries would not survive the turn of the
millennium, their numbers have only increased. Two of three Americans frequent a public library at
least once a year, and nearly that many are registered borrowers. Although library authorities have
argued that the public library functions primarily as a civic institution necessary for maintaining
democracy, generations of library patrons tell a different story. In Part of Our Lives, Wayne A.
Wiegand delves into the heart of why Americans love their libraries. The book traces the history of
the public library, featuring records and testimonies from as early as 1850. Rather than analyzing



the words of library founders and managers, Wiegand listens to the voices of everyday patrons who
cherished libraries. Drawing on newspaper articles, memoirs, and biographies, Part of Our Lives
paints a clear and engaging picture of Americans who value libraries not only as civic institutions,
but also as public places that promote and maintain community. Whether as a public space, a place
for accessing information, or a home for reading material that helps patrons make sense of the world
around them, the public library has a rich history of meaning for millions of Americans. From
colonial times through the recent technological revolution, libraries have continuously adapted to
better serve the needs of their communities. Wiegand demonstrates that, although cultural
authorities (including some librarians) have often disparaged reading books considered not serious,
the commonplace reading materials users obtained from public libraries have had a transformative
effect for many, including people such as Ronald Reagan, Bill Moyers, Edgwina Danticat, Philip
Roth, Toni Morrison, Sonia Sotomayor, and Oprah Winfrey. A bold challenge to conventional
thinking about the American public library, Part of Our Lives is an insightful look into one of
America's most beloved cultural institutions.

better together robert d putnam: The Creative Community Builder's Handbook Tom
Borrup, 2006-08-02 Put the power of arts and culture to work in your community Part 1 of this
unique guide distills research and emerging ideas behind culturally driven community development
and explains key underlying principles. You'll understand the arts impact on community well-being
and have the rationale for engaging others. Find inspiration and ideas from twenty case studies Part
2 gives you ten concrete strategies for building on the unique qualities of your own community. Each
strategy is illustrated by two case studies taken from a variety of cities, small towns, and
neighborhoods across the United States. You'll learn how people from all walks of life used culture
and creativity as a glue to bind together people, ideas, enterprises, and institutions to make places
more balanced and healthy. These examples are followed in Part 3 with six steps to assessing,
planning, and implementing creative community building projects: 1. Assess Your Situation and
Goals; 2. Identify and Recruit Effective Partners; 3. Map Values, Strengths, Assets, and History; 4.
Focus on Your Key Asset, Vision, Identity, and Core Strategies; 5. Craft a Plan That Brings the
Identity to Life; 6. Secure Funding, Policy Support, and Media Coverage. Detailed guidance,
hands-on worksheets, and a hypothetical community sample walk you through the entire process.
Each section includes additional resources as well as an appendix listing books, web sites,
organizations, and research studies. By understanding the theoretical context (Part 1), learning from
case studies (Part 2), and following the six steps (Part 3), you'll be able to build a more vibrant,
creative, and equitable community.
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