history of okefenokee swamp

The Enigmatic History of Okefenokee Swamp: A Journey Through Time

history of okefenokee swamp is a fascinating tale that winds through ancient
geological shifts, Native American heritage, and modern conservation efforts.
This vast peat-filled wetland, straddling the Georgia-Florida border, is not
only one of the largest swamps in North America but also a living chronicle
of natural and human history intertwined. Exploring its story reveals much
about the region's ecology, culture, and the challenges and triumphs of
preserving such a unigque ecosystem.

Origins and Geological Formation of the
Okefenokee Swamp

To understand the history of Okefenokee Swamp, it’s essential to start deep
in the past-millions of years ago. The swamp originated in a shallow basin
formed by geological subsidence, where the earth’s crust slowly sank,
creating a low-lying area ideal for water accumulation. Over thousands of
years, organic material from plants decayed slowly under waterlogged
conditions, creating thick layers of peat and shaping the swamp’s
characteristic landscape.

Ancient Landscape and Climate Influences

The climate played a pivotal role in Okefenokee’s formation. During the last
Ice Age, roughly 12,000 years ago, cooler and wetter conditions helped fill
the basin with water, fostering the growth of cypress trees, sawgrass, and
other wetland vegetation. As the glaciers receded, the climate warmed, but
the swamp remained a waterlogged refuge, preserving layers of peat that
provide scientists with valuable paleoenvironmental data.

Indigenous Peoples and Early Human Interaction

Long before European settlers arrived, the Okefenokee Swamp was home to
Native American tribes, including the Timucua and later the Seminole people.
The history of Okefenokee Swamp is deeply connected to these indigenous
communities, who adapted to the swamp’s challenging environment and utilized
its abundant resources.

Native American Use of the Swamp

Despite its dense vegetation and treacherous waters, Native Americans
navigated the swamp with skill, using dugout canoes to travel and fish. They
harvested wildlife and plants for food, medicine, and materials. The swamp
also featured in their spiritual and cultural narratives, often regarded as a
sacred and mysterious place.



Archaeological Evidence

Artifacts such as pottery shards, tools, and remnants of ancient campsites
have been discovered in and around the swamp, shedding light on how early
inhabitants lived in harmony with this complex ecosystem. These findings help
paint a rich picture of the swamp’s human history long before modern maps
were drawn.

European Exploration and Settlement Challenges

The arrival of Europeans in the 16th and 17th centuries marked a new chapter
in the history of Okefenokee Swamp. Early explorers often found the area
daunting due to its wvastness and difficult terrain. Spanish explorers,
including Hernando de Soto, passed near or through the region, but it
remained largely unsettled for centuries.

Why the Swamp Remained Untouched for So Long

The swamp’s dense thickets, dangerous wildlife, and lack of arable land made
it unattractive for traditional farming or settlement. This natural barrier
preserved much of the swamp’s ecology but also made it a refuge for escaped
slaves, outlaws, and marginalized groups seeking sanctuary.

Logging and Drainage Attempts

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the history of Okefenokee Swamp
took a commercial turn. Logging companies were attracted by the valuable
cypress timber. Large-scale logging operations cut deeply into the swamp’s
resources, leading to environmental degradation. Around the same period,
there were efforts to drain parts of the swamp for agriculture, though these
attempts largely failed due to the swamp’s size and hydrology.

Conservation Efforts and the Birth of
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge

As awareness of the swamp’s ecological importance grew, so did efforts to
protect it. The early 20th century saw the rise of conservation movements,
emphasizing the need to preserve natural habitats.

Establishment of the National Wildlife Refuge

In 1937, the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge was established, marking a
turning point in the history of Okefenokee Swamp. This federal protection
helped curb logging and drainage, allowing the swamp’s ecosystems to recover
and thrive. The refuge spans over 400,000 acres, safeguarding a diverse range
of flora and fauna, including alligators, black bears, and migratory birds.



Modern Conservation Challenges

Despite its protected status, the swamp faces ongoing threats from pollution,
invasive species, and climate change. Conservationists continue to monitor
water quality and habitat health, working to balance human activity with
ecological preservation.

The Okefenokee Swamp in Popular Culture and
Tourism

The swamp’s history is not only ecological but also cultural. Its mysterious
waters and wildlife have inspired stories, legends, and tourism.

Folklore and Legends

Tales of ghostly lights, swamp monsters, and hidden treasures abound in local
folklore, adding an aura of mystique to the swamp’s history. These stories
echo the swamp’s long-standing reputation as a wild and untamed frontier.

Eco-Tourism and Educational Opportunities

Today, visitors to the Okefenokee Swamp can explore its beauty through guided
boat tours, hiking trails, and wildlife observation. Interpretive centers
provide educational programs that highlight the swamp’s history, ecology, and
ongoing conservation efforts, helping people connect with this remarkable
landscape.

Insights into Preserving a Living Legacy

The history of Okefenokee Swamp teaches us valuable lessons about resilience
and stewardship. Understanding the swamp’s origins and human interactions
underscores the importance of protecting such irreplaceable natural
treasures. Whether you’re a history buff, nature lover, or curious traveler,
delving into the story of Okefenokee opens a window into a world where nature
and history flow together like the slow-moving waters of the swamp itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Okefenokee Swamp?

The Okefenokee Swamp is a vast, peat-filled wetland located in southeastern
Georgia and northern Florida, known for its unique ecosystem and rich
biodiversity.



How old is the Okefenokee Swamp?

The Okefenokee Swamp is estimated to have formed about 6,500 to 8,000 years
ago, following the last Ice Age, as rising sea levels created the wetland
environment.

What does the name 'Okefenokee' mean?

The name 'Okefenokee' is derived from a Native American term meaning 'land of
trembling earth,' referring to the swamp's unstable peat deposits that can
feel like the ground is shaking.

Who were the original inhabitants of the Okefenokee
Swamp area?

The original inhabitants were Native American tribes, including the Timucua
and later the Seminole people, who utilized the swamp's resources for
hunting, fishing, and shelter.

What role did the Okefenokee Swamp play during early
American history?

The swamp served as a refuge for Native Americans, escaped slaves, and
outlaws during the 18th and 19th centuries due to its remote and difficult-
to-navigate terrain.

When was the Okefenokee Swamp designated as a
National Wildlife Refuge?

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1937 to protect
the unique wildlife and habitats of the swamp.

How has human activity impacted the Okefenokee Swamp
historically?

Human activities such as logging, drainage attempts, and farming have
historically threatened the swamp's ecosystem, but conservation efforts have
helped preserve much of its natural state.

What significant historical events are associated
with the Okefenokee Swamp?
One significant event includes the Okefenokee Swamp Fire of 2007, which was

one of the largest wildfires in Georgia's history, impacting both the
environment and local communities.

How did the Okefenokee Swamp influence local culture
and folklore?

The swamp has inspired numerous legends and stories among local communities,
often highlighting its mysterious and sometimes dangerous nature,
contributing to the cultural heritage of the region.



What efforts have been made to preserve the history
and environment of the Okefenokee Swamp?

Efforts include the establishment of the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge,
ongoing research and conservation programs, educational initiatives, and
partnerships between government agencies and environmental organizations.

Additional Resources

The History of Okefenokee Swamp: A Deep Dive into America’s Ancient Wetland

history of okefenokee swamp unravels the fascinating story of one of North
America’s most expansive and enigmatic wetlands. Spanning over 700 square
miles across southeastern Georgia and northern Florida, the Okefenokee Swamp
is a vast peat-filled wetland that has captured the attention of historians,
ecologists, and adventurers alike. Its origins, ecological significance, and
human interactions form a complex narrative that reflects both natural
processes and cultural influences over thousands of years.

Origins and Geological Formation

Understanding the history of Okefenokee Swamp requires going back tens of
thousands of years to the Pleistocene epoch. The swamp’s formation is closely
tied to the geological and climatic changes following the last Ice Age. As
glaciers retreated and sea levels rose, the region that is now the Okefenokee
basin began accumulating organic material in a shallow depression known as a
kettle hole. Over millennia, this accumulation of partially decayed plant
matter formed thick layers of peat, creating the swamp’s characteristic
blackwater environment.

Unlike many other wetlands that form in river floodplains, the Okefenokee is
a unique basin swamp, fed primarily by rainwater and groundwater rather than
large rivers. This hydrological distinction contributes to its acidic waters
and distinctive flora and fauna. The name “Okefenokee” itself is derived from
a Native American term meaning “land of trembling earth,” a reference to the
floating peat mats that appear to shift underfoot.

Early Human Presence and Cultural Impact

Long before European settlers arrived, indigenous peoples had a profound
relationship with the Okefenokee Swamp. Archaeological evidence suggests that
Native American tribes, including the Timucua and later the Seminole,
utilized the swamp’s resources for thousands of years. The swamp provided a
rich habitat for hunting game, fishing, and gathering plants, while its dense
vegetation offered natural protection and isolation.

The swamp’s challenging terrain and abundant wildlife shaped the cultural
practices and survival strategies of these early inhabitants. Tools and
pottery shards found near the swamp’s edges indicate that the area was not
only a resource hub but also a spiritual and cultural landscape. The history
of Okefenokee Swamp is closely intertwined with these indigenous narratives,
which often emphasize harmony with nature and respect for the swamp’s



mysteries.

European Exploration and Settlement Attempts

In the 18th and 19th centuries, European settlers and explorers began
venturing into the Okefenokee region, drawn by its vast timber resources and
perceived economic potential. However, the swamp’s dense vegetation,
unpredictable water levels, and isolation posed significant challenges. Early
logging operations targeted cypress and pine trees, but the difficulty of
navigating the swamp limited large-scale exploitation.

Several efforts to drain or clear parts of the swamp for agriculture and
development were attempted, reflecting a broader historical trend of
transforming wetlands into farmland during that period. These projects often
failed due to the swamp’s complex hydrology and resilience. The history of
Okefenokee Swamp during this era highlights the tension between human
ambitions and the natural environment'’s formidable resistance.

Ecological Significance and Conservation
History

Beyond its cultural and historical aspects, the Okefenokee Swamp is
ecologically invaluable. It hosts a diverse array of plant and animal
species, many of which are rare or endangered. The swamp’s blackwater rivers
support unique aquatic life, while its peatlands serve as vital carbon sinks,
playing an important role in climate regulation.

The 20th century marked a turning point in the history of Okefenokee Swamp,
shifting from exploitation to preservation. The establishment of the
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge in 1937 was a landmark development. This
designation protected over 400,000 acres of the swamp, safeguarding its
ecosystems from logging and drainage projects. The refuge has since become a
beacon for conservation efforts, research, and eco-tourism.

Modern Challenges and Environmental Management

Despite its protected status, the Okefenokee Swamp faces ongoing
environmental challenges. Wildfires, invasive species, and water management
issues continue to test the resilience of this ancient ecosystem. One notable
event was the 2007 Bugaboo Scrub Fire, which burned nearly 600,000 acres in
the region, including parts of the swamp. While fire is a natural component
of the swamp’s ecology, such large-scale events raise concerns about climate
change and human impact.

Water quality and quantity also remain critical issues. The swamp’s health
depends heavily on maintaining natural water flow and preventing
contamination from agricultural runoff and development in surrounding areas.
Conservationists and government agencies continue to collaborate on
monitoring programs and management strategies aimed at sustaining the swamp’s
ecological balance.



Economic and Recreational Importance

Historically, the Okefenokee Swamp’s economic value has fluctuated with
changing human priorities. While early logging and drainage attempts were
driven by immediate economic gains, the modern economy recognizes the swamp’s
worth in terms of biodiversity, tourism, and ecosystem services.

Today, the swamp attracts thousands of visitors annually who engage in
wildlife observation, kayaking, fishing, and photography. These activities
contribute to local economies while promoting environmental awareness. The
history of Okefenokee Swamp as a tourist destination dates back to the early
20th century, when naturalists and photographers began documenting its unique
landscapes and inhabitants.

Comparison with Other Major Wetlands

When placed in context with other significant wetlands such as the Florida
Everglades or the Louisiana Bayous, the Okefenokee stands out due to its
size, geological origin, and relatively pristine condition. Unlike the
Everglades, which is primarily a river of grass, Okefenokee is a peat-filled
swamp with floating mats and dense forests. This distinction influences the
types of species it supports and the environmental services it provides.

While all large wetlands face similar threats from development and climate
change, the Okefenokee’s protected status and active management have helped
it maintain a higher degree of ecological integrity compared to some other
wetlands that have suffered extensive degradation.

Continuing Legacy and Research Importance

The ongoing study of the Okefenokee Swamp contributes valuable insights into

wetland ecology, climate science, and cultural heritage. Researchers analyze

peat cores to understand past climate variations, study wildlife populations

to monitor ecosystem health, and work with indigenous communities to preserve
cultural knowledge.

The history of Okefenokee Swamp is thus not only a record of natural and
human events but also a living story that continues to evolve. Its
preservation serves as a model for balancing conservation with sustainable
use, ensuring that this remarkable wetland remains a vital part of America’s
natural heritage.
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history of okefenokee swamp: History of Okefenokee Swamp Alexander Stephens McQueen,
Hamp Mizell, 1926

history of okefenokee swamp: Trembling Earth Megan Kate Nelson, 2005

history of okefenokee swamp: National Water Summary on Wetland Resources Judy D.
Fretwell, 1996

history of okefenokee swamp: U.S. Geological Survey Water-supply Paper , 1982

history of okefenokee swamp: Life-histories of the Frogs of Okefinokee Swamp, Georgia
Albert Hazen Wright, 2002 Whether you spell it as Okefinokee like Wright (1931) or Okefenokee like
The New Georgia Guide (1996), the big swamp nestled in the southeastern corner of Georgia and
northern edge of Florida with its distinctive flora, fauna, and natural history is the largest swamp in
North America.?from the Foreword The Okefenokee Swamp, named a National Wildlife Refuge by
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1937, is the country's largest intact wetland. Its continued
protection is essential to native amphibian populations. Albert Hazen Wright's survey of the life
histories of the frogs found in the Okefenokee at the beginning of the twentieth century is a classic
of natural history, long out of print. Wright's Acknowledgments to Residents provide a fascinating
portrait of the human context of his research. Wright goes on to outline the status of explorations of
the region and offers an extensive general discussion of the Okefenokee and its frogs, including
habitats, range, coloration, measurements, vocalization, mating, structural differences, ovulation,
life periods, tadpoles, growth rates, food, and predators. The book's species accounts give clear and
extensive details about the species found in Georgia, still applicable today to frogs throughout the
East Coast of the United States. A new foreword by J. Whitfield Gibbons highlights appreciation for
Wright's work in the context of amphibian studies today and puts into perspective the value of the
Okefenokee Swamp as a nature preserve and as a refuge for native amphibian fauna now in serious
decline. It updates common and scientific names and notes the current status of all taxa. Gibbons
provides a history of the Cornell Expeditions and mentions the importance and later influence of
some of the students who took part.

history of okefenokee swamp: American Environmental History Carolyn Merchant,
2007-10-31 By studying the many ways diverse peoples have changed, shaped, and conserved the
natural world over time, environmental historians provide insight into humanity's unique
relationship with nature and, more importantly, are better able to understand the origins of our
current environmental crisis. Beginning with the precolonial land-use practice of Native Americans
and concluding with our twenty-first century concerns over our global ecological crisis, American
Environmental History addresses contentious issues such as the preservation of the wilderness, the
expulsion of native peoples from national parks, and population growth, and considers the formative
forces of gender, race, and class. Entries address a range of topics, from the impact of rice
cultivation, slavery, and the growth of the automobile suburb to the effects of the Russian sea otter
trade, Columbia River salmon fisheries, the environmental justice movement, and globalization. This
illustrated reference is an essential companion for students interested in the ongoing transformation
of the American landscape and the conflicts over its resources and conservation. It makes rich use of
the tools and resources (climatic and geological data, court records, archaeological digs, and the
writings of naturalists) that environmental historians rely on to conduct their research. The volume
also includes a compendium of significant people, concepts, events, agencies, and legislation, and an
extensive bibliography of critical films, books, and Web sites.

history of okefenokee swamp: Proceedings RMRS. , 2000

history of okefenokee swamp: Union Catalog of the History and Genealogy Resources

Available at the South Georgia Regional Library System's Special Collections, the Valdosta State
University Special Collections, and the L.owndes County Historical Society Library: Valdosta State

University's Odum Library's Special Collections , 2001
history of okefenokee swamp: Wetland Habitats of North America Darold P. Batzer, Andrew
H. Baldwin, 2012-05-22 “Wetland Habitats of North America is essential reading for everyone who




studies, manages, or visits North American wetlands. It fills an important void in the wetland
literature, providing accessible and succinct descriptions of all of the continent’s major wetland
types.” Arnold van der Valk, Iowa State University “Batzer and Baldwin have compiled the most
comprehensive compendium of North American wetland habitats and their ecology that is presently
available—a must for wetland scientists and managers.” Irving A. Mendelssohn, Louisiana State
University If you want to gain a broad understanding of the ecology of North America’s diverse
wetlands, Wetland Habitats of North America is the book for you. Darold Batzer and Andrew
Baldwin have assembled an impressive group of regional wetland scientists who have produced a
virtual encyclopedia to the continent’s wetlands. Reading the book is like a road trip across the
Americas with guided tours of major wetland types by local experts. Your first stop will be to coastal
wetlands with eight chapters covering tidal wetlands along the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts.
Then you’ll travel inland where you can visit any or all of 18 types ranging from bottomland swamps
of the Southeast to pothole marshes of the Northern Prairies to montane wetlands of the Rockies to
tropical swamps of Central America and desert springs wetlands. All in one book—I'm impressed!
Every wetlander should add this book to her or his swampland library. Ralph Tiner, University of
Massachusetts-Amherst

history of okefenokee swamp: Wilderness Science in a Time of Change Conference:
Wilderness as a place for scientific inquiry, 2000

history of okefenokee swamp: Wilderness Science in a Time of Change Conference , 2000

history of okefenokee swamp: Judge Harley and His Boys John Lancaster, 2002

history of okefenokee swamp: Introduction to Georgia Gilad James, PhD, Georgia is a state
located in the Southeastern region of the United States. It is bordered by Alabama to the west,
Tennessee and North Carolina to the north, South Carolina to the east, Florida to the south, and the
Atlantic Ocean to the east. It is the 24th most populous state in the United States and has a diverse
population with a mix of urban and rural areas. The state is home to several major cities, including
Atlanta, the state capital and largest city, as well as Savannah, Augusta, and Columbus. Georgia has
a rich history and culture, and is known for its contributions to the fields of music, literature, and
art. The state of Georgia has a subtropical climate and diverse geography that includes coastal
areas, mountains, and forests. The state's economy is diverse, with major industries including
aerospace, automotive, film and television production, and tourism. In terms of education, Georgia
has several prestigious universities, including the University of Georgia and Georgia Tech, and a
strong public school system. The state is also known for its sports teams, including the Atlanta
Braves and Atlanta Falcons. Overall, Georgia is a vibrant and diverse state with a rich history,
culture, and natural beauty.

history of okefenokee swamp: Tree Islands of the Everglades Fred H. Sklar, Arnold van der
Valk, 2012-12-06 PREFACE Within the Florida Everglades, tree islands, which cover only a small
percentofthis ecosystem, historically have provided essential habitat for a wide variety ofterrestrial
and amphibious plants, birds, and animals. These tree islands, however, have been one ofits least
studied features. Because of their less flood tolerant vegetation, tree islands are one ofthe most
sensitive components ofthe Everglades to changes in hydrology, and many tree islands have been
lost during periods when water levels have been abnormally high or low. Their sensitivity to water
level changes makes tree islands potentially one ofthe best and surest measures ofthe overall
hydrologic health of the Everglades. Consequently, the maintenance of healthy, functioning tree
islands and the restoration ofthose that have been lost will be an important performance measures
that will be used tojudge the success ofthe Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). A
symposium, Tree Islands ofthe Everglades, was held on July 14 and 15, 1998 at Florida Atlantic
University, Boca Raton, Florida. It was sponsored by Florida Center for Environmental Studies and
the South Florida WaterManagement District. This was the first scientific meeting ever devoted to
tree islands. The organizers of this symposium were Drs. Arnold van der Valk, Florida Center for
Environmental Studies and Iowa State University, Fred Sklar, South Florida Water Management
District, and Wiley Kitchens, United States Geological Survey.



history of okefenokee swamp: Fire Ecology of Florida and the Southeastern Coastal Plain
Reed F. Noss, 2018-05-15 An overview of the importance of fire to ecosystems in the Southeast, with

guidance on how to best conduct controlled burns in the region A biodiversity hotspot, Florida is
home to many ecosystems and species that evolved in the presence of frequent fire. In this book,
Reed Noss discusses the essential role of fire in generating biodiversity and offers best practices for
using fire to keep the region's ecosystems healthy and resilient. Reviewing several lines of evidence,
Noss shows that fire has been important to the southeastern Coastal Plain for tens of millions of
years. He explains how the region's natural fire regimes are connected to its climate, high rate of
lightning strikes, physical chemistry, and vegetation. But urbanization and active fire suppression
have reduced the frequency and extent of fires. Noss suggests the practice of controlled burning can
and should be improved to protect fire-dependent species and natural communities from decline and
extinction. Noss argues that fire managers should attempt to simulate natural fire regimes when
conducting controlled burns. Based on what the species of the Southeast likely experienced during
their evolutionary histories, he makes recommendations about pyrodiversity, how often and in what
seasons to burn, the optimal heterogeneity of burns, mechanical treatments such as cutting and
roller-chopping, and the proper use of fuel breaks. In doing so, Noss is the first to apply the new
discipline of evolutionary fire ecology to a specific region. This book is a fascinating history of fire
ecology in Florida, an enlightening look at why fire matters to the region, and a necessary resource
for conservationists and fire managers in the state and elsewhere.

history of okefenokee swamp: Environmental History of the Hudson River Robert E.
Henshaw, 2011-09-01 Biologists, historians, and social scientists explore the reciprocal relationships
between humans and the Hudson River.

history of okefenokee swamp: Guide to the Wetlands of Florida Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-18 **Guide to the Wetlands of Florida: A Comprehensive Guide to the State's Wetlands,
Their Importance, and the Threats They Face** The wetlands of Florida are a unique and diverse
ecosystem that provide a multitude of benefits to both humans and wildlife. They are home to a wide
variety of plants and animals, and they play a vital role in the state's water cycle. Wetlands also help
to protect coastal communities from storms and flooding. Despite their importance, wetlands are
under threat from a variety of human activities, including development, agriculture, and pollution.
As a result, many wetlands have been lost or degraded, and the remaining wetlands are facing
increasing pressure. This book is a comprehensive guide to the wetlands of Florida. It provides an
overview of the state's wetlands, their importance, and the threats they face. It also discusses the
efforts that are being made to conserve and restore wetlands. This book is divided into ten chapters.
The first chapter provides an introduction to the wetlands of Florida. The second chapter discusses
the plants and animals that live in wetlands. The third chapter examines the ecology of wetlands.
The fourth chapter explores the different ways that people can enjoy wetlands. The fifth chapter
focuses on the Everglades, one of the most famous wetlands in the world. The sixth chapter
discusses the Okefenokee Swamp, another important wetland in Florida. The seventh chapter
examines the Big Cypress Swamp, a wetland that is home to a variety of rare and endangered
species. The eighth chapter focuses on the St. Johns River, a river that flows through many wetlands
in Florida. The ninth chapter discusses the Apalachicola River, a river that is home to a diverse array
of fish and wildlife. The tenth chapter looks at the future of wetlands in Florida and discusses the
challenges that they face. This book is an essential resource for anyone who wants to learn more
about the wetlands of Florida. It is also a valuable tool for conservationists and policymakers who
are working to protect these important ecosystems. This book is written in a clear and concise style,
making it accessible to readers of all backgrounds. It is also extensively illustrated with photographs
and maps, which help to bring the wetlands of Florida to life. If you like this book, write a review!

history of okefenokee swamp: Atlanta History, 2006

history of okefenokee swamp: Things New and Strange G. Wayne Clough, 2019-05-01
Things New and Strange chronicles a research quest undertaken by G. Wayne Clough, the first
secretary of the Smithsonian Institution born in the South. Soon after retiring from the Smithsonian,



Clough decided to see what the Smithsonian collections could tell him about South Georgia, where
he had spent most of his childhood in the 1940s and 1950s. The investigations that followed, which
began as something of a quixotic scavenger hunt, expanded as Clough discovered that the
collections had many more objects and documents from South Georgia than he had imagined. These
objects illustrate important aspects of southern culture and history and also inspire reflections about
how South Georgia has changed over time. Clough’s discoveries—animal, plant, fossil, and rock
specimens, along with cultural artifacts and works of art—not only serve as a springboard for
reflections about the region and its history, they also bring Clough’s own memories of his boyhood in
Douglas, Georgia, back to life. Clough interweaves memories of his own experiences, such as
hair-raising escapes from poisonous snakes and selling boiled peanuts for a nickel a bag at the
annual auction of the tobacco crop, with anecdotes from family lore, which launches an exploration
of his forebears and their place in South Georgia history. In following his engaging and personal
narrative, we learn how nonspecialists can use museum archives and how family, community, and
natural history are intertwined.

history of okefenokee swamp: Underwater Ghost Towns of North Georgia Lisa M Russell,
2021-06-28 An archeologist reveals the mysterious world that disappeared under North Georgia’s
man-made lakes in this fascinating history. North Georgia has more than forty lakes, and not one is
natural. The state’s controversial decision to dam the region’s rivers for power and water supply
changed the landscape forever. Lost communities, forgotten crossroads, dissolving racetracks and
even entire towns disappeared, with remnants occasionally peeking up from the depths during times
of extreme drought. The creation of Lake Lanier displaced more than seven hundred families. During
the construction of Lake Chatuge, busloads of schoolboys were brought in to help disinter graves for
the community’s cemetery relocation. Contractors clearing land for the development of Lake
Hartwell met with seventy-eight-year-old Eliza Brock wielding a shotgun and warning the men off
her property. Georgia historian and archeologist Lisa Russell dives into the history hidden beneath
North Georgia’s lakes.
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