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Chester Himes If He Hollers Let Him Go: A Powerful Exploration of Race and Resilience

chester himes if he hollers let him go is a poignant and gripping novel that delves deep into the
complexities of race, identity, and injustice in America during the 1940s. Written by Chester Himes, a
prominent African American author, the book stands as a powerful testament to the struggles faced by
Black Americans in a racially segregated society. This article will explore the themes, historical context,
and literary significance of *If He Hollers Let Him Go*, offering readers a comprehensive understanding of
Himes’ work and its enduring relevance.

Understanding Chester Himes and His Literary Legacy

To appreciate *If He Hollers Let Him Go*, it’s essential to first know a bit about Chester Himes himself.
Born in 1909, Himes experienced firsthand the harsh realities of racial discrimination and violence, themes
that permeate much of his writing. Before becoming a celebrated novelist, Himes led a tumultuous life
marked by imprisonment and hardship, which heavily influenced his gritty, realistic storytelling style.

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Himes did not shy away from portraying the raw, often brutal
experiences of Black Americans. His works broke new ground by candidly addressing racism and its
psychological toll. *If He Hollers Let Him Go*, published in 1945, was one of the first novels to confront
these issues head-on during a time when such frank discussions were rare in mainstream literature.

The Plot and Central Themes of If He Hollers Let Him Go

At its core, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* tells the story of Bob Jones, a Black man working in a shipyard in
Los Angeles during World War II. Bob grapples with the daily indignities of racism, the pressure of
wartime patriotism, and his own internal conflicts about identity and survival. The novel’s title itself,
drawn from a traditional African American chant, hints at the themes of resistance and the struggle to
maintain one’s dignity in oppressive circumstances.

Race and Racism in Wartime America

One of the most striking elements of the novel is its unflinching portrayal of institutionalized racism. Bob’s
experiences at work and in society reflect the broader racial tensions of the era. Despite contributing to the
war effort, Black workers like Bob face segregation, suspicion, and hostility. Himes captures the paradox of



fighting for freedom abroad while being denied basic civil rights at home.

Psychological Impact and Internal Conflict

Beyond social injustice, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* delves into the psychological effects of racism on its
protagonist. Bob Jones is depicted as a man torn between anger, fear, and a desire to rise above his
circumstances. This internal turmoil makes the novel a powerful study of how systemic oppression affects
mental health and self-identity.

The Historical Context Behind Chester Himes’ Novel

To truly grasp the significance of *If He Hollers Let Him Go*, it helps to understand the historical backdrop
of the 1940s. The United States was deeply segregated, particularly in the South, but racial discrimination
was pervasive nationwide. World War II brought complex dynamics as Black Americans sought greater
inclusion and equality by supporting the war effort, yet returned to entrenched racism at home.

This period also saw the beginnings of the Civil Rights Movement, with increasing activism against
segregation and disenfranchisement. Himes’ novel captures the tension of this transitional era, highlighting
both the hope and frustration felt by many African Americans.

Labor and Economic Struggles

Bob Jones’ job at the shipyard is not just a setting but a reflection of the economic realities many Black
Americans faced. Wartime industries offered new employment opportunities, but often under
discriminatory conditions. Himes sheds light on how economic inequality and racial prejudice intersected,
limiting upward mobility and fostering resentment.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques in If He Hollers Let
Him Go

Chester Himes employs a direct, unvarnished narrative style that immerses readers in Bob’s world. His use
of vernacular language and vivid description creates an authentic voice that resonates with realism. The
novel’s pacing and tension build steadily, mirroring the protagonist’s escalating emotional and social
pressures.



Symbolism and Motifs

Several symbols recur throughout the novel, enriching its thematic depth. The shipyard represents both
opportunity and entrapment, while Bob’s interactions with white characters often symbolize the broader
racial power dynamics. The title phrase itself is a motif of resistance and survival, rooted in African
American cultural expression.

Characterization and Dialogue

Himes’ characters are complex and flawed, avoiding simplistic portrayals. Bob Jones is not merely a victim
or hero; he embodies the contradictions and challenges of his time. The dialogue is sharp and realistic,
capturing the nuances of race relations and personal struggle with subtlety and power.

Why Chester Himes If He Hollers Let Him Go Still Matters
Today

Despite being written over 75 years ago, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* remains profoundly relevant. Issues of
racial injustice, identity, and systemic inequality continue to resonate in contemporary society. Himes’
novel offers valuable insights into the roots of these problems and the human cost of discrimination.

Insights for Modern Readers

Reading this novel today can deepen understanding of historical and ongoing racial issues. It challenges
readers to confront uncomfortable truths about America’s past and present. For students, educators, and
anyone interested in social justice, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* serves as a crucial literary resource.

Impact on African American Literature

Chester Himes is often celebrated for his later crime novels, but *If He Hollers Let Him Go* marks an
important early milestone in African American literature. It paved the way for more candid explorations of
race and identity, influencing generations of writers who followed.



Tips for Engaging with Chester Himes’ If He Hollers Let Him Go

If you’re planning to read or teach *If He Hollers Let Him Go*, here are some helpful tips:

Contextualize the era: Understanding the 1940s racial climate enhances appreciation of the novel’s
themes.

Focus on character motivations: Pay attention to Bob’s internal struggles to grasp the novel’s
psychological depth.

Discuss symbolism: Explore recurring motifs and what they reveal about power and resistance.

Connect to today: Consider parallels between the novel’s issues and current social justice movements.

Analyze language: Notice Himes’ use of vernacular and dialogue for authenticity and tone.

Engaging with these aspects can make the reading experience richer and more meaningful.

---

Chester Himes’ *If He Hollers Let Him Go* is more than just a novel; it’s a courageous exploration of the
human spirit in the face of systemic oppression. By addressing the harsh realities of racism with honesty
and nuance, Himes created a work that continues to speak powerfully across generations. Whether you are
a lover of literature, history, or social justice, this novel offers a compelling and necessary perspective on
America’s ongoing journey toward equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Chester Himes' 'If He Hollers Let Him Go'?
The main theme of 'If He Hollers Let Him Go' is racial discrimination and the struggles of African
Americans in a predominantly white society during World War II.

Who is the protagonist in 'If He Hollers Let Him Go' and what challenges
does he face?
The protagonist is Bob Jones, an African American shipyard worker who faces intense racial prejudice and
personal conflicts as he navigates life in a segregated society.



How does Chester Himes portray racism in 'If He Hollers Let Him Go'?
Himes portrays racism as pervasive and systemic, illustrating the everyday injustices, racial tensions, and
psychological impact on Black individuals through the experiences of Bob Jones.

What is the significance of the title 'If He Hollers Let Him Go'?
The title refers to a children's rhyme but symbolizes the plea for freedom and relief from racial oppression.
It reflects the protagonist's desire to escape the constraints imposed by racism.

How does 'If He Hollers Let Him Go' reflect the historical context of
World War II America?
The novel captures the racial dynamics of World War II America, highlighting how African Americans
contributed to the war effort yet continued to face segregation, discrimination, and limited opportunities.

Additional Resources
**Chester Himes' *If He Hollers Let Him Go*: A Profound Exploration of Race, Identity, and Society**

chester himes if he hollers let him go stands as a seminal work in African American literature, recognized
for its unflinching portrayal of racial tensions in mid-20th century America. Published in 1945, this novel
offers a vivid, raw, and deeply personal narrative that reflects the complex realities facing Black Americans
during World War II. Through the lens of protagonist Bob Jones, Himes provides a powerful critique of
systemic racism and the psychological toll it exacts on individuals caught within a prejudiced society.

This article explores Chester Himes' *If He Hollers Let Him Go* with a focus on its thematic richness,
historical context, and literary significance. By analyzing its narrative techniques and sociopolitical
implications, we aim to provide a comprehensive understanding of why this novel remains relevant in
contemporary discussions about race and identity.

Contextualizing *If He Hollers Let Him Go* in American
Literature

Chester Himes wrote *If He Hollers Let Him Go* during a period marked by intense racial segregation and
discrimination in the United States. Unlike many of his contemporaries, Himes did not shy away from
depicting the brutal realities faced by African Americans, particularly in urban industrial settings. The
novel is set in Los Angeles during World War II, a time when African Americans were migrating to cities
in search of defense industry jobs but still encountered systemic racism and exclusion.



Himes’ work is often compared to Richard Wright’s *Native Son*, another pivotal novel that explores the
Black experience in America through psychological and social dimensions. However, *If He Hollers Let
Him Go* offers a distinct voice—more introspective and focused on the internal conflicts of its protagonist,
illustrating how external oppression breeds internal turmoil.

The Significance of the Title

The phrase “if he hollers let him go” is laden with historical resonance. It originated as a cruel directive
from slave owners, implying that if an enslaved person cried out or resisted, they should be released to
avoid drawing attention. Himes repurposes this phrase to underscore the persistent legacy of slavery
embedded in contemporary racial dynamics. It symbolizes the paradox of a society that punishes Black
resistance while simultaneously fearing it. The title sets the tone for the novel’s exploration of freedom and
constraint, both literal and psychological.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Characters

At its core, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* is a psychological drama that delves into the psyche of Bob Jones, a
Black man working in a wartime shipyard. Himes masterfully portrays Bob’s struggle with the pervasive
racism that shapes his daily life and relationships. The novel probes themes of alienation, identity, and the
corrosive effects of systemic oppression.

Racial Tensions and Social Critique

Himes does not merely present racism as an external obstacle; he explores how it infiltrates the
consciousness of those subjected to it. Bob’s experiences of discrimination at work and in society at large
highlight the structural barriers faced by African Americans. The narrative exposes how racism limits
economic opportunities and fosters resentment and fear on both sides of the racial divide.

Moreover, the novel examines the psychological consequences of living under constant surveillance and
suspicion. Bob’s internal conflict is exacerbated by his awareness of how he is perceived by white
colleagues and superiors. This tension culminates in moments of anger and desperation, illustrating the
profound impact of racial injustice on mental health.

Gender and Interpersonal Relationships

While race is the dominant theme, Himes also addresses gender dynamics within the Black community.



Bob’s relationships with women—particularly with his white girlfriend Alice and his Black partner
Madge—reveal the complexities of navigating love and loyalty amid societal pressures. These interactions
underscore the intersectionality of race and gender, illustrating how both factors influence personal identity
and social positioning.

Himes’ nuanced portrayal of Bob’s romantic entanglements serves to humanize the protagonist, moving
beyond stereotypes to reveal a multifaceted individual grappling with conflicting desires and loyalties.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

Chester Himes employs a direct, unembellished prose style that intensifies the novel’s emotional impact.
His use of stream-of-consciousness and interior monologue allows readers to access Bob’s innermost
thoughts, rendering his psychological state with immediacy and authenticity.

The narrative structure is tightly focused, concentrating on Bob’s experiences over a limited timeframe.
This approach heightens the sense of claustrophobia and urgency, mirroring the protagonist’s escalating
frustration. Himes’ choice to limit the story’s scope amplifies its thematic concerns by concentrating on the
microcosm of Bob’s world as a reflection of broader societal issues.

Comparative Literary Impact

When juxtaposed with other mid-century Black literature, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* stands out for its
unvarnished realism and psychological depth. Unlike the more overtly political or revolutionary tones
found in some contemporaneous works, Himes’ novel is more introspective, focusing on the internalized
effects of racism rather than external activism.

This distinction has led some critics to regard the novel as a precursor to later explorations of Black identity
that emphasize personal narrative and psychological complexity, influencing writers in the Black Arts
Movement and beyond.

Relevance and Legacy in Modern Discussions

In contemporary discourse on race relations and systemic injustice, Chester Himes’ *If He Hollers Let Him
Go* remains a vital text. Its candid examination of racial prejudice and its psychological ramifications offers
insights that resonate with ongoing challenges in American society.

The novel’s exploration of workplace discrimination, racial profiling, and interracial relationships continues
to be pertinent, reflecting persistent issues decades after its publication. As scholars and readers revisit this



work, it serves both as a historical document and a mirror reflecting enduring societal problems.

Workplace Racism: Depictions of Bob’s experiences in the wartime shipyard highlight systemic
barriers that persist in various forms today.

Psychological Impact: The novel’s focus on mental health under oppression anticipates modern
conversations about trauma and resilience in marginalized communities.

Intersectionality: By addressing race and gender together, Himes’ work aligns with contemporary
frameworks for analyzing social inequality.

The book also invites renewed critical attention to Himes’ broader oeuvre, including his later crime fiction
works, which similarly engage with themes of race and social justice though in different genres.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite its acclaim, *If He Hollers Let Him Go* has faced criticism over its portrayal of Black characters and
its sometimes bleak outlook. Some argue that the novel’s portrayal of Bob’s anger and frustration risks
reinforcing negative stereotypes, while others view it as an honest representation of the psychological toll
of racism.

Additionally, the novel’s frank language and themes were considered controversial upon release, limiting
its initial readership. Nevertheless, its candidness is now recognized as one of its strengths, contributing to
its enduring scholarly and cultural significance.

---

Chester Himes’ *If He Hollers Let Him Go* offers a profound and unsettling look into the lived realities of
Black Americans during a pivotal era. Through its incisive social critique, psychological depth, and literary
craftsmanship, the novel remains a cornerstone of African American literature and a critical resource for
understanding the complexities of race, identity, and systemic oppression. Its continued relevance speaks to
both the progress made and the challenges that persist in the ongoing struggle for racial equality.

Chester Himes If He Hollers Let Him Go
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  chester himes if he hollers let him go: If He Hollers, Let Him Go Chester Himes,
2024-11-28 The searing debut novel by Chester Himes, ‘written with youthful panache and a bellyful
of anger’ (Observer) Robert ‘Bob’ Jones – crew leader, shipyard worker, educated, employed – is
finding life impossible. Though he’s recently been promoted to supervisor, he is disrespected and
resented by white colleagues; and despite his relationship with the high-class Alice, he is crudely
baited by the manipulative Madge. Over the course of four fraught days in Los Angeles, he is
plagued with increasingly violent urges as the bigotry and cruelty he faces day-in-day-out become
unbearable. Chester Himes’s shattering debut is a masterful reckoning with the poisonous effects of
racism, and a monumental protest novel. ‘A relentless, gripping, classic novel, one of the most
powerful exposés of what it is like to be black in America’ LA Times
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Hate Speech and the Constitution Steven J.
Heyman, 1996 Twenty-nine collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text
and as theater, beginning with Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal
Shakespeare Company production in 1991. The criticism centers on three aspects of the play: the
love/friendship debate.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Exorcising Blackness Trudier Harris, 1984-01-22 By
lynching, burning, castrating, raping, and mutilating black people, contends Trudier Harris, white
Americans were perfomring a rite of exorcism designed to eradicate the black beast from their
midst, or, at the very least, to render him powerless and emasculated. Black writers have graphically
portrayed such tragic incidents in their writings. In doing so, they seem to be acting out a communal
role--a perpetuation of an oral tradition bent on the survival of the race. Exorcising Blackness
demonstrates that the closeness and intensity of black people's historical experiences sometimes
overshadows, frequently infuses and enhances, and definitely makes richer in texture the art of
black writers. By reviewing the historical and literary interconnections of the rituals of exorcism,
Harris opens up the hidden psyche--the soul--of black American writers.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Facing the Abyss George Hutchinson, 2018-01-23
Mythologized as the era of the “good war” and the “Greatest Generation,” the 1940s are frequently
understood as a more heroic, uncomplicated time in American history. Yet just below the surface, a
sense of dread, alienation, and the haunting specter of radical evil permeated American art and
literature. Writers returned home from World War II and gave form to their disorienting experiences
of violence and cruelty. They probed the darkness that the war opened up and confronted bigotry,
existential guilt, ecological concerns, and fear about the nature and survival of the human race. In
Facing the Abyss, George Hutchinson offers readings of individual works and the larger intellectual
and cultural scene to reveal the 1940s as a period of profound and influential accomplishment.
Facing the Abyss examines the relation of aesthetics to politics, the idea of universalism, and the
connections among authors across racial, ethnic, and gender divisions. Modernist and avant-garde
styles were absorbed into popular culture as writers and artists turned away from social realism to
emphasize the process of artistic creation. Hutchinson explores a range of important writers, from
Saul Bellow and Mary McCarthy to Richard Wright and James Baldwin. African American and Jewish
novelists critiqued racism and anti-Semitism, women writers pushed back on the misogyny
unleashed during the war, and authors such as Gore Vidal and Tennessee Williams reflected a new
openness in the depiction of homosexuality. The decade also witnessed an awakening of American
environmental and ecological consciousness. Hutchinson argues that despite the individualized
experiences depicted in these works, a common belief in art’s ability to communicate the universal
in particulars united the most important works of literature and art during the 1940s. Hutchinson’s
capacious view of American literary and cultural history masterfully weaves together a wide range of
creative and intellectual expression into a sweeping new narrative of this pivotal decade.
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  chester himes if he hollers let him go: If He Hollers Let Him Go Chester B. Himes, 1967
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Reflections on Fanon: The Violences of Colonialism
and Racism, Inner and Global—Conversations with Frantz Fanon on the Meaning of Human
Emancipation (Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Social Theory Forum, March 27-28, 2007, UMass
Boston) Mohammad H. Tamdgidi, 2007-09-01 This Special Summer 2007 (vol. V) Issue of Human
Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge includes the proceedings of the fourth
annual Social Theory Forum (STF), held on March 27-28, 2007, at UMass Boston. The theme of the
conference was “The Violences of Colonialism and Racism, Inner and Global: Conversations with
Frantz Fanon on the Meaning of Human Emancipation.” The Social Theory Forum sought to revisit
Fanon’s insightful joining of the micro and the macro—the everyday life and the increasingly global
and world-historical—insights into critical social psychological and imaginative social analysis and
theorizing in favor of innovative discourses on the meaning of human emancipation and toward
disalienated and reimagined inner and global landscapes. Keynote contributions by: Winston
Langley, Lewis R. Gordon, Marnia Lazreg, Irene L. Gendzier, Nigel C. Gibson. Contributors include:
José da Mota-Lopes, Luis Galanes Valldejuli, Philip Chassler, Mazi Allen, Andreas Krebs, George
Ciccariello-Maher, Kavazeua Festus Ngaruka, Phillip Honenberger, Judith Rollins, H. Alexander
Welcome, Dilan Mahendran, Festus Ikeotuonye, Greg Thomas, David Gonzalez Nieto, A. C. Warner,
Karen M. Gagne, Rajini Srikanth, Jarrod Shanahan, Adam Spanos, Eric Mielants, Paola Zaccaria,
Tryon Woods, Patrick Sylvain, Hira Singh, Nazneen Kane, Lynnell Thomas, Steve Martinot, Jemadari
Kamara, Tony Menelik Van Der Meer, Marc Black, Gary Hicks, Sean Conroy, and Mohammad H.
Tamdgidi (also as journal editor-in-chief). Human Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of
Self-Knowledge is a publication of OKCIR: The Omar Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in
Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics). For more information about OKCIR and other issues in
its journal’s Edited Collection as well as Monograph and Translation series visit OKCIR’s homepage.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: The Postwar African American Novel Stephanie
Brown, 2011-03-14 Americans in the World War II era bought the novels of African American writers
in unprecedented numbers. But the names on the books lining shelves and filling barracks trunks
were not the now-familiar Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison, but Frank Yerby, Chester Himes,
William Gardner Smith, and J. Saunders Redding. In this book, Stephanie Brown recovers the work
of these innovative novelists, overturning conventional wisdom about the writers of the period and
the trajectory of African American literary history. She also questions the assumptions about the
relations between race and genre that have obscured the importance of these once-influential
creators. Wright's Native Son (1940) is typically considered to have inaugurated an era of social
realism in African-American literature. And Ellison's Invisible Man (1952) has been cast as both a
high mark of American modernism and the only worthy stopover on the way to the Black Arts
Movement of the 1960s. But readers in the late 1940s purchased enough copies of Yerby's historical
romances to make him the best-selling African American author of all time. Critics, meanwhile, were
taking note of the generic experiments of Redding, Himes, and Smith, while the authors themselves
questioned the obligation of black authors to write protest, instead penning campus novels, war
novels, and, in Yerby's case, costume dramas. Their status as lesser lights is the product of
retrospective bias, Brown demonstrates, and their novels established the period immediately
following World War II as a pivotal moment in the history of the African American novel.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Black Wests Sara Gallagher, 2025-07-08 The story of
settlers in the American West, with its tales of cowboys, prospectors, and frontiersmen, is often
overwhelmingly white. Black Wests brings to light the pivotal and largely overlooked contributions
of Black Americans to the western narrative. Tracing Black Western storytelling through a range of
media across the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Sara Gallagher offers a unique perspective on
the Black Western—its history, its critical texts and moments in print and cinema, and the singular
experiences of Black creators in the American West.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Anxious Men Baldwin Clive Baldwin, 2020-03-02
Explores representations of men and masculinity in American fiction published after the Second



World WarOffers readings of a wide selection of postwar American novels from 1945 to the
mid-1950s, including canonical works, from the unique perspective of their representation of male
identityProvides rich comparative insights through analysis of fiction by writers of diverse race,
class and sexualityDemonstrates how gender theory generates insights into the constitution of
American masculinity in fictionFocusing on a complex and contentious period that was formative in
shaping American society and culture in the twentieth century, this book sheds new light on the
ways in which fiction engaged with contemporary notions of masculinity. It draws on gender theory
and analysis of writers from diverse backgrounds of race, class and sexuality to provide rich
comparative insights into the constitution of American masculinity in fiction. The extensive range of
novels considered includes fresh analyses of key authors such as James Baldwin, Truman Capote,
Patricia Highsmith, Jack Kerouac, Norman Mailer, Ann Petry, J. D. Salinger and Gore Vidal.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Negro Digest , 1945
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Psychology Comes to Harlem Jay Garcia,
2012-05-14 Departing from the largely accepted existence of a Negro Problem, Wright and such
literary luminaries as Ralph Ellison, Lillian Smith, and James Baldwin described and challenged a
racist social order whose psychological undercurrents implicated all Americans and had yet to be
adequately studied. Motivated by the elastic possibilities of clinical and academic inquiry, writers
and critics undertook a rethinking of race and assessed the value of psychotherapy and
psychological theory as antiracist strategies. Garcia examines how this new criticism brought
together black and white writers and became a common idiom through fiction and nonfiction that
attracted wide readerships.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: The Black Cultural Front Brian Dolinar, 2012-04-27
This book examines the formation of a black cultural front by looking at the works of poet Langston
Hughes, novelist Chester Himes, and cartoonist Ollie Harrington. While none of these writers were
card-carrying members of the Communist Party, they all participated in the Left during their
careers. Interestingly, they all turned to creating popular culture in order to reach the black masses
who were captivated by movies, radio, newspapers, and detective novels. There are chapters on
Hughes's Simple stories, Himes's detective fiction, and Harrington's Bootsie cartoons. Collectively,
the experience of these three figures contributes to the story of a long movement for African
American freedom that flourished during the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. Yet this book also stresses
the impact that McCarthyism had on dismantling the Black Left and how it affected each individual
involved. Each was radicalized at a different moment and for different reasons.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: The Wiley Blackwell Anthology of African American
Literature, Volume 2 Gene Andrew Jarrett, 2014-01-13 The Wiley Blackwell Anthology of African
American Literature is a comprehensive collection of poems, short stories, novellas, novels, plays,
autobiographies, and essays authored by African Americans from the eighteenth century until the
present. Evenly divided into two volumes, it is also the first such anthology to be conceived and
published for both classroom and online education in the new millennium. Reflects the current
scholarly and pedagogic structure of African American literary studies Selects literary texts
according to extensive research on classroom adoptions, scholarship, and the expert opinions of
leading professors Organizes literary texts according to more appropriate periods of literary history,
dividing them into seven sections that accurately depict intellectual, cultural, and political
movements Includes more reprints of entire works and longer selections of major works than any
other anthology of its kind This second volume contains a comprehensive collection of texts authored
by African Americans from the 1920s to the present The two volumes of this landmark anthology can
also be bought as a set, at over 20% savings.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Chester Himes James Lundquist, 1976
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: The Critical Response to Chester Himes Charles
L. P. Silet, 1999-10-30 The work of Chester Himes is now undergoing a critical and popular
reevaluation as it gradually comes back into print after years of neglect. His protest novels from the
1940s and early 1950s, his Harlem Domestic crime books, first published in France and later



released in English in the United States, and his remarkable two-volume autobiography are now
gaining a wider readership through their republication. Nonetheless, the critical writings on his
work remain scattered and are often difficult to obtain. This collection of reviews and essays from
both popular and academic sources traces the critical response to his work from 1946 to 1996 and
thus sheds light on the critical reputation of one of the most distinguished but underrated African
American authors. Himes has a wide international reputation, but this reference book focuses on
those essays and reviews in the English language which provide a clearer assessment of his
controversial literary standing in his native country, where his reputation has been most under
debate. The book includes a balanced assessment of all his work, along with an interview with
Himes's brother that offers some corrective commentary on his autobiography. The volume also
provides a chronology, a checklist of his writings, and a bibliography.
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Amerikastudien , 1974
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: If He Hollers Let Him Go Chester B. Himes, 1986
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Wespennest , 1998
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Chester Himes Gilbert H. Muller, 1989
  chester himes if he hollers let him go: Black Plots & Black Characters Robert L. Southgate,
1979
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