
history of victory gardens
History of Victory Gardens: Cultivating Patriotism and Sustenance in Times of War

history of victory gardens reveals a fascinating chapter where ordinary citizens took
extraordinary steps to support war efforts through gardening. These gardens, often
planted in backyards, parks, and even rooftops, became symbols of resilience, self-
reliance, and community spirit during the challenging times of World War I and World War
II. Beyond just growing food, victory gardens represented a movement that connected
people, boosted morale, and helped alleviate food shortages.

The Origins of Victory Gardens

The concept of victory gardens first emerged during World War I, but their roots can be
traced back even earlier to times when food scarcity became a critical issue. As nations
grappled with the demands of war, shipping routes were disrupted, and food supplies
became strained. Governments encouraged civilians to cultivate their own fruits and
vegetables to reduce pressure on public food resources.

During World War I, victory gardens were promoted as a patriotic duty. The government
and various organizations distributed pamphlets and held workshops teaching people how
to grow their own produce. This grassroots effort helped boost food production
significantly and fostered a sense of shared responsibility across communities.

Victory Gardens in World War II: A Nationwide
Movement

The history of victory gardens reached its peak during World War II. As the conflict
intensified and rationing became widespread, the U.S. government revitalized the victory
garden campaign with vigor. Posters, radio broadcasts, and newsreels depicted victory
gardens as essential to the war effort—every tomato picked or carrot harvested was a
contribution toward victory.

By 1943, it’s estimated that nearly 20 million victory gardens were planted across the
United States alone, producing about 8 million tons of food. These gardens were not
limited to private homes; schools, community parks, and even public spaces were
transformed into productive plots. The British and Canadian governments also promoted
similar initiatives, highlighting the global importance of these gardens.

Why Victory Gardens Were So Important

Victory gardens held more than just practical value; they were a form of psychological and
social support during turbulent times. Several factors contributed to their significance:



Food Security and Self-Sufficiency

With food rationing in effect, grocery stores often faced shortages of fresh produce.
Victory gardens allowed families to supplement their diets with homegrown vegetables
and fruits, which was vital for maintaining nutrition and health. This homegrown food
reduced the demand on commercial agriculture and food distribution systems, which were
stretched thin due to the war.

Boosting Morale and Community Spirit

Tending to a garden gave people a sense of purpose and control when much of the world
seemed uncertain. Victory gardens became a common topic of conversation, and
neighbors often exchanged seeds, tips, and encouragement. Community gardens brought
people together, fostering cooperation and camaraderie.

Environmental and Economic Benefits

While this aspect wasn’t as widely discussed at the time, victory gardens also contributed
to reduced transportation emissions since food was grown locally. Economically, they
helped families save money, which was especially important during rationing and the
economic strains of war.

How Victory Gardens Were Maintained and
Promoted

The success of victory gardens was in large part due to the extensive education and
promotion campaigns carried out by governments and civic organizations.

Educational Outreach and Resources

Pamphlets, gardening manuals, and newspaper articles were distributed widely, providing
practical advice on soil preparation, planting schedules, pest control, and harvesting.
Schools incorporated gardening into their curricula, teaching children about agriculture
and nutrition. Victory garden clubs and community groups often held workshops and
shared seeds and tools.

Government Involvement

In the U.S., the Department of Agriculture played a pivotal role in promoting victory
gardens. They created advertising campaigns featuring slogans like “Grow Your Own, Can



Your Own, and Help Win the War.” The government also provided resources and
sometimes land for community gardening projects.

Innovations and Gardening Tips

Due to limited space, gardeners became creative, using containers, window boxes, and
vertical gardening techniques. Companion planting was encouraged to maximize yields
and reduce pests naturally. Canning and preserving methods were taught so that surplus
produce could be stored for winter months.

The Legacy of Victory Gardens Today

The history of victory gardens has influenced modern gardening and sustainability
movements. In recent years, especially during times of crisis such as economic downturns
or the COVID-19 pandemic, the idea of growing one’s own food has seen a resurgence.

Community gardens, urban farming, and home gardening are celebrated not only for their
environmental benefits but also for their ability to build community ties and promote
healthy living. The lessons from victory gardens — self-reliance, resourcefulness, and
collective effort — remain relevant.

Applying Victory Garden Principles in Modern Times

For anyone interested in starting their own garden, here are some tips inspired by the
victory garden movement:

Start Small: Even a few pots on a balcony can yield fresh herbs or vegetables.

Plan for Seasonal Growth: Choose plants that thrive in your climate and rotate
crops to maintain soil health.

Preserve Your Harvest: Learn canning, freezing, or drying techniques to extend the
life of your produce.

Share and Connect: Join community gardening groups to exchange knowledge and
seeds.

Embrace Sustainability: Use composting and natural pest control methods to
enrich your garden organically.



Victory Gardens as a Symbol of Empowerment

More than just a practical response to wartime scarcity, victory gardens stood as a
powerful symbol of individual and collective agency. They reminded people that even in
the face of global conflict, everyday actions mattered. This spirit of empowerment and
community resilience is part of why the history of victory gardens continues to inspire
gardeners, historians, and sustainability advocates alike.

Whether you’re an experienced gardener or a curious beginner, reflecting on the history
of victory gardens offers valuable insights into how gardening can be more than a
hobby—it can be a meaningful way to contribute to your community and promote well-
being in times of need.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are victory gardens?
Victory gardens, also known as war gardens or food gardens for defense, were private
gardens planted by citizens during World War I and World War II to reduce pressure on
the public food supply.

When did victory gardens first become popular?
Victory gardens first became popular during World War I, but they gained widespread
popularity and government support during World War II.

Why were victory gardens important during wartime?
Victory gardens helped supplement food rations, eased the burden on public food supply
chains, boosted morale, and promoted self-sufficiency among civilians during wartime.

Which countries promoted victory gardens the most?
The United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia were among the countries that
actively promoted victory gardens during both World Wars.

How did governments encourage citizens to plant
victory gardens?
Governments encouraged victory gardens through propaganda campaigns, distributing
pamphlets and manuals on gardening, providing seeds and tools, and promoting the
gardens as patriotic duties.

What types of crops were commonly grown in victory



gardens?
Common crops included vegetables like tomatoes, lettuce, carrots, beans, and potatoes, as
well as herbs and fruits that were easy to grow and nutritious.

Did victory gardens have any impact after World War II?
After World War II, victory gardens declined in popularity, but they left a lasting legacy by
promoting home gardening, sustainability, and food security awareness.

Are victory gardens relevant today?
Yes, victory gardens have seen a resurgence in recent years as people focus on sustainable
living, local food production, and food security, especially during crises or pandemics.

What role did women play in the history of victory
gardens?
Women played a crucial role by managing and working in victory gardens, teaching
gardening skills, and supporting food production efforts on the home front during both
world wars.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy: A Comprehensive Review of the History of Victory Gardens

history of victory gardens reveals a fascinating chapter in global agricultural and social
history, where ordinary citizens collectively contributed to national food security during
times of crisis. Originating prominently during the World Wars, victory gardens
symbolized resilience, patriotism, and community mobilization. This article delves into the
origins, evolution, and enduring impact of victory gardens, while examining their socio-
economic and environmental significance within the broader narrative of wartime home
front efforts.

The Origins and Evolution of Victory Gardens

The history of victory gardens can be traced back to the early 20th century, particularly
during World War I, when governments faced severe shortages of food supplies due to
disrupted international trade and increased demand for military provisions. The concept
was straightforward: encourage civilians to cultivate their own fruits and vegetables to
supplement rationed food and reduce pressure on public food supply chains.

By World War II, victory gardens had become a highly organized, government-endorsed
movement across many Allied nations. In the United States, for example, the federal
government launched extensive campaigns to promote backyard gardening, community
plots, and even rooftop cultivation in urban areas. According to archival data, over 20



million victory gardens were planted across the U.S. during WWII, producing an estimated
8 million tons of fresh produce annually. This homegrown food accounted for
approximately 40% of the nation's vegetable production in those years, a staggering
contribution that underscored the gardens’ critical role in wartime sustenance.

Victory Gardens in the Context of World War I

Although less widespread, the initial wave of victory gardens during World War I set
important precedents. In Britain and Canada, citizens were encouraged to “Dig for
Victory,” a slogan that would gain prominence decades later. These early efforts helped
build the framework for community engagement in food production, fostering a sense of
empowerment and self-reliance amid rationing and scarcity.

Expansion and Government Support during World War
II

The mobilization for World War II intensified the victory garden movement considerably.
Governments across the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia
implemented educational programs, distributed seeds and gardening tools, and partnered
with schools and civic organizations to maximize participation. The British Ministry of
Agriculture's “Dig for Victory” campaign was particularly notable for its effective use of
propaganda, including posters, radio broadcasts, and instructional pamphlets.

One notable aspect of this era was the shift from purely private gardens to community and
school gardens, which served both practical and morale-boosting purposes. Victory
gardens became spaces not only for production but also for social cohesion in times of
uncertainty.

Economic and Social Implications of Victory
Gardens

Beyond their immediate contribution to food security, victory gardens had extensive
economic and social ramifications. By reducing dependency on commercial agriculture
and imported goods, victory gardens helped stabilize prices and alleviate wartime inflation
pressures. Additionally, they provided a supplemental nutritional source rich in vitamins
and minerals at a time when processed and canned foods were often the norm due to
preservation needs.

Empowerment and Community Engagement

Victory gardens fostered a unique sense of agency among civilians, particularly women
who comprised much of the home front labor force during the wars. Gardening became a



patriotic duty, empowering individuals to contribute tangibly to the war effort. Community
gardens further encouraged cooperation across social and economic divides, reinforcing
solidarity.

Environmental Considerations and Sustainability

In retrospect, victory gardens prefigured many contemporary sustainability practices.
Their emphasis on local food production, crop diversity, and seasonal eating aligns with
modern ecological principles. Moreover, these gardens reduced the carbon footprint
associated with transporting food over long distances—an early example of localized food
systems mitigating environmental impact.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Although the prominence of victory gardens declined after World War II due to increased
industrial agriculture and changing lifestyles, their legacy persists. The resurgence of
interest in home gardening during recent global crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
echoes the historical patterns of victory gardens as a response to uncertainty and supply
chain disruptions.

Modern Urban Agriculture and Victory Gardens

Today’s urban agriculture movements draw heavily on the victory garden ethos. Rooftop
farms, community gardens, and edible landscaping in cities worldwide reflect an ongoing
desire for food sovereignty and resilience. Educational programs inspired by wartime
gardening campaigns promote sustainable growing techniques and food literacy among
younger generations.

Challenges and Limitations

While victory gardens were invaluable during wartime, they were not without limitations.
The scale of production was insufficient to meet all nutritional needs, and gardening
required time, knowledge, and physical effort that not all populations could afford equally.
Additionally, soil quality and urban space constraints sometimes limited yields. These
challenges highlight that victory gardens were one component of a multifaceted food
security strategy rather than a standalone solution.

Key Features and Characteristics of Victory



Gardens

Location Diversity: Gardens ranged from backyard plots to public parks,
schoolyards, and even window boxes.

Crop Selection: Focused primarily on vegetables and herbs that could be grown
quickly and provided essential nutrients.

Government Involvement: Strong promotion through campaigns, seed distribution,
and educational materials to maximize participation.

Community Focus: Encouraged collective action and shared knowledge, enhancing
social bonds.

Economic Impact: Helped reduce pressure on commercial food production and
stabilized wartime economies.

The history of victory gardens offers a compelling study of how grassroots agricultural
initiatives can mobilize populations and contribute meaningfully to national resilience.
Their story combines elements of social history, economics, environmental awareness, and
public policy, providing lessons that remain relevant in today’s context of global
challenges and shifting food systems. As we revisit this legacy, it becomes clear that the
spirit of victory gardens transcends their historical moment, embodying an enduring
model of self-sufficiency and community solidarity.

History Of Victory Gardens
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  history of victory gardens: 21st Century Homestead: Urban Agriculture Douglas
Waterford, 2015-02-21 21st Century Homestead: Urban Agriculture contains everything you need to
stay up to date on urban agriculture
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2020-03-25 Agriculture and Gardening History Gardening and agriculture are important pillars of
our culture. Short History of Gardening and Agriculture relates the story of agriculture from
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Neolithic Revolution that began around the end of the last Ice Age, about 11,000 years ago. Humans,
who had been dependent upon hunting and gathering practices and learn the techniques that would
lead to the growing, harvesting and storage of food. This allowed the human population to grow and
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practiced agriculture in the New World as they practiced the Three Sisters method of farming.
Ancient Agriculture The agricultural and farming practices of the Greeks, Romans and Egyptians are
also covered in the book. Medieval Agriculture And Farming Readers will learn many of the tools,
crops and practices of Medieval farmers. A monthly journal of the life of the medieval farmer is also
included. Colonial Agriculture Agriculture was an immediate necessity the early settlers, as the vast
distance from the colonies to the home countries made supply from Europe almost impossible. The
book covers the planting, harvesting and storage methods of the colonists during the colonial period.
Vegetable, Grain and Livestock Crops The book also discusses the major vegetable and grain crops
humans rely upon for food. Livestock like chickens, pigs, cattle, goats and sheep are also included.
One section each for dogs and cats relates how these much beloved animals began their long
association with people. agriculture history, garden history, neolithic revolution, native american
agricultural practices, ancient agriculture, colonial agriculture, medieval agriculture and farming,
  history of victory gardens: Encyclopedia of New Jersey Maxine N. Lurie, Marc Mappen, 2004
Contains nearly original articles, along with illustrations and maps, collecting a wealth of
information about the state of New Jersey.
  history of victory gardens: Popular Fads and Crazes through American History Nancy
Hendricks, 2018-08-17 This informative two-volume set provides readers with an understanding of
the fads and crazes that have taken America by storm from colonial times to the present. Entries
cover a range of topics, including food, entertainment, fashion, music, and language. Why could hula
hoops and TV westerns only have been found in every household in the 1950s? What murdered
Russian princess can be seen in one of the first documented selfies, taken in 1914? This book
answers those questions and more in its documentation of all of the most captivating trends that
have defined American popular culture since before the country began. Entries are well-researched
and alphabetized by decade. At the start of every section is an insightful historical overview of the
decade, and the set uniquely illustrates what today's readers have in common with the past. It also
contains a Glossary of Slang for each decade as well as a bibliography, plus suggestions for further
reading for each entry. Students and readers interested in history will enjoy discovering trends
through the years in such areas as fashion, movies, music, and sports.
  history of victory gardens: Anthropology of Los Angeles Jenny Banh, Melissa King,
2017-01-23 The Anthropology of Los Angeles: Place and Agency in an Urban Setting questions the
production and representations of L.A. by revealing the gray spaces between the real and imagined
city. Contributors to this urban ethnography document hidden histories that connect daily actors
within cultural systems to global social formations. This diverse collection is recommended for
scholars of anthropology, history, sociology, race studies, gender studies, food studies, Latin
American studies, and Asian studies.
  history of victory gardens: Nonfiction Reading Comprehension, Grades 5 - 6 Schyrlet
Cameron, Suzanne Myers, 2012-01-03 This book provides students in grade 5?6 with practice in
reading nonfiction selections and testing for comprehension with reading selections in science,
history, geography, economics, and informational text.
  history of victory gardens: A Companion to American Agricultural History R. Douglas
Hurt, 2022-05-11 Provides a solid foundation for understanding American agricultural history and
offers new directions for research A Companion to American Agricultural History addresses the key
aspects of America's complex agricultural past from 8,000 BCE to the first decades of the
twenty-first century. Bringing together more than thirty original essays by both established and
emerging scholars, this innovative volume presents a succinct and accessible overview of American
agricultural history while delivering a state-of-the-art assessment of modern scholarship on a
diversity of subjects, themes, and issues. The essays provide readers with starting points for their
exploration of American agricultural history—whether in general or in regards to a specific
topic—and highlights the many ways the agricultural history of America is of integral importance to
the wider American experience. Individual essays trace the origin and development of agricultural
politics and policies, examine changes in science, technology, and government regulations, offer



analytical suggestions for new research areas, discuss matters of ethnicity and gender in American
agriculture, and more. This Companion: Introduces readers to a uniquely wide range of topics within
the study of American agricultural history Provides a narrative summary and a critical examination
of field-defining works Introduces specific topics within American agricultural history such as
agrarian reform, agribusiness, and agricultural power and production Discusses the impacts of
American agriculture on different groups including Native Americans, African Americans, and
European, Asian, and Latinx immigrants Views the agricultural history of America through new
interdisciplinary lenses of race, class, and the environment Explores depictions of American
agriculture in film, popular music, literature, and art A Companion to American Agricultural History
is an essential resource for introductory students and general readers seeking a concise overview of
the subject, and for graduate students and scholars wanting to learn about a particular aspect of
American agricultural history.
  history of victory gardens: Garden History Reference Encyclopedia Tom Turner, The
Garden History Reference Encyclopedia is in pdf format with over 10,000 hyperlinks both internal
and external, to sites of garden history interest. The text is twice as long as the Bible and is fully
searchable using the free Adobe Reader found on most computers. For full details of the contents
please see GHRE page on Gardenvisit.com. The Enclycopedia was available as a CD from 2002 to
2012 and is now supplied as a pdf file. It received an American Society of Landscape Architects
ASLA Merit Award in 2003 and a UK Landscape Institute award in 2004. Contents of the Garden
History Reference Encyclopedia eTEXTS: The 100+ eTexts in the Encyclopedia are listed below
BIOGRAPHY: there is an alphabetical index with links to biographies of famous designers, writers
and patrons who have guided the course of garden design history GLOSSARY: there are
explanations of garden history terms, with links to examples of their use in the eTexts STYLES: there
are diagrams of 24 key garden types and styles TIMELINE: a combination of the 24 style diagrams
with links to key persons and key examples General histories of garden design Garden History
Guide. An overview of garden history from 2000 BC to 2000 AD (by Tom Turner). It introduces the
subject and serves as a guide to the other resources in the Encyclopedia (approx 2,500 pages, 1.5m
words and 2,000 illustrations). Tom Turner Garden Design in the British Isles: History and styles
since 1650 (1986, 2000) The Encyclopedia edition has been revised, with additional illustrations and
hyperlinks to garden descriptions. Marie-Luise Gothein History of garden art (English edition, 1928)
Gothein's book, originally published in German (Geschichte der Gartenkunst, 1914 ), provides by far
the best and by far the most comprehensive account of garden history from antiquity up to the start
of the twentieth century. eTexts relating to Ancient Egypt Egyptian Book of the Dead (excerpts)
Herodotus journeyed to Egypt and down the Nile in the 5th century BC and included valuable
information on sanctuaries, gardens, groves and statues. A journey down the Nile in 1902, with
romantic paintings of the people and the landscape A visit to the Estate of Amun in 1909, with
paintings capturing the mood of the ancient monuments A journey down the Nile in 1914, with
photographs of the monuments before they were restored and details of how the author's family
hired a house boat and 'sailed away into a lotus land of sunshine and silent waters for five or six
months' eTexts relating to Ancient West Asia The Song of Solomon from Old Testament of The Bible
(also known as the Song of Songs). The greatest erotic love song in Western literature, making the
association of gardens and love. It has been a profound influence on western thinking about
gardens. 'The entire world, all of it, it not equal in worth to the day on which the Song of Songs was
given to Israel.' Excerpts from The Bible relating to gardens. The Garden of Eden was thought to
have been in West Asia. Excerpts from The Koran relating to gardens. Because gardens were so
often used as a symbol of paradise, there are more references to gardens in The Koran than in The
Bible. eTexts relating to Ancient Greece Plato's discussion of 'imitation' (mimesis) is explained and
discussed. Book X of The Republic (c370 BC) is in the Encyclopedia . Plato's Theory of Forms led to
the aesthetic principle that 'Art should Imitate Nature' which had a profound influence on western
art in general and garden design in particular. Homer, excerpts from the Iliad and Odyssey relating
to gardens Sir James Frazer's The Golden Bough (1890). The chapter in the Encyclopedia describes



'The Ritual of Adonis'. It is written by the founder of modern anthropology and helps to explain the
Adonis Cult, which provides evidence of plants being grown in Greek courtyard gardens, and of the
spirit in which sacred groves were made in Ancient Greece. eTexts relating to The Roman Empire
Vitruvius Pollio on landscape architecture and garden design (27 BC) from de Architectura. Vitruvius
was a Roman and wrote the oldest western book on design to have survived. It lays down the
principle that places should have 'commodity, firmness and delight'. Book 1, Chapters 1-7, are in the
Encyclopedia . Excerpts from Ovid's Metamorphosis (1-8 AD) and Art of Love (1 BC). Ovid's poetry
provided a rich source of imagery for garden designers and for the artists who made garden
sculpture. Pliny the Younger's letters describing his own gardens (c100 AD). These letters are the
best surviving descriptions of Roman gardens and of how their owners used them. Pliny owned many
gardens and 500 slaves. Cicero, excerpts from his letters relating to gardens Virgil's Aenead,
sections relating to gardens Life of St Martin The first outstanding monastic leader in France was St
Martin of Tours (c316-397). His account of how he destroyed the sacred groves of the pagan religion
does much to explain why Europe has such scanty remains of this type of outdoor space. Ibn
Battuta's account of Constantinople c1300 eTexts relating to Medieval Gardens Charlemagne's
'chapter' (capitulary) on gardens gave detailed instructions for the plants to be used in the royal
gardens and for the management of his lands. They are key texts for the study of medieval gardens,
c800 AD. A note on 'Irminsul.' , the sacred tree of the Saxons, destroyed by the Christians. Guillaume
de Lorris' Romance of the Rose or Roman de la Rose (c1250). This is an allegorical poem, inspired by
Ovid, in which gardens and roses are associated with romantic love ('Full many a time I smote and
struck the door and listened for someone to let me in') Excerpts from Boccaccio's Decameron (1353),
with classical descriptions of medieval garden scenes. The tales are famed for their sexual intrigue
and this aspect is more prominent than garden scenery in the illustrations in the Encyclopedia .
Albertus Magnus advice on how to make a pleasure garden (1206) Walafried Strabbo's poem
Hortulus. This is the literary classic of medieval garden literature, celebrating the delight of plants
in monastic life and giving detailed information on the culture and uses of plants. The Life of St
Anthony, relating to the origin of monastic gardening The Life of St Philbert, relating to the origin of
the European monastic cloister. He was Abbot of Jumièges in France c750. A set of quotations from
The Bible which make reference to gardens.(61 No) eTexts relating to Islamic Gardens A set of
quotations from The Koran which make reference to gardens (151 No) The Spanish Ambassador's
visit to Samarkand, in 1404, with his descriptions of Mughal gardens Babur's Memoir, Babur
admired the gardens he had seen and, after founding a Mughal Empire, made gardens he made in
India Persian gardens were in better condition in 1900 than in 2000, and better still in 1700. This
gives a particular importance to past travellers descriptions of their use and form. There sections
from the following accounts of visits to Persian gardens in the Encyclopedia (and engravings, to
capture the flavour of Persian gardens as they were) Montesquieu's Persian letters (1721) contained
little information on Pesian gardens but did much to awaken interest in seraglios and the 'romance
of the East'. Washington Irving, the 'father of American literature' published a famous account of the
Alhambra in 1832. He was a friend of Sir Walter Scott and has the same interest in welding history
with imagination. This provides a glimpse of the Alhambra and Generalife when they were, beyond
question, the finest gardens in Europe. eTexts relating to Renaissance Gardens Plotinus The
Enneads Eighth Tractate: 'On the Intellectual Beauty'. Plotinus (205-270AD) was 'rediscovered'
during the renaissance, in the Platonic Academy founded at Careggi, and came to have a profound
influence on renaissance design methods St Augustine's conversion took place in a garden in Milan
(described in his Confessions) and was often chosen as a frontispiece to editions of his work.
Augustine is regarded as the greatest Christian thinker of antiquity, the transmitter of Plato and
Aristotle to medieval and renaissance Christianity. Leon Battista Alberti On Garden Design (1485)
from De re aedificatoria libri X (Ten Books on Architecture). Drawing from Pliny and Vitruvius, the
humanist scholar set forth the principles for the design of renaissance villas. They were taken up by
Donato Bramante and guided the course of garden design for two centuries. Vasari's biographical
note on Leon Battista Alberti describes his multi-faced genius. Leonardo da Vinci note on the design



of a water garden (from his Notebooks) with a reference to his interpretation of Vitruvius Andrea
Palladio's I Quattro Libri dell'Architecttura (The Four Books of Architecture) (1570) is one of the
most influential design works ever published. The quotations in the Encyclopedia relate to the
placing of buildings and Neoplatonism. Michel Eyquem de Montaigne's diary accounts of Italian
Gardens (1580-1) let us view many still-famous Italian gardens through the eyes of a French
renaissance traveller and writer. Montaigne invented the 'essay form'. William Shakespeare's
mention of gardens (30 No.) tell much of the gardens he knew. Despite his dates (1564-1616) these
gardens are medieval, with only the slightest renaissance accent. Francis Bacon's Essay 'On
Gardens' (1625). This famous essay, by a philosopher and scientist, in Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe's words
'magisterially lays down the fundamental principles of gardening'. It begins with the words 'God
Almighty first planted a garden' and praises wildness in gardens. John Evelyn's diary accounts of
gardens in France and Italy visited between 1644 and 1685. As with Montaigne's diary, they provide
contemporary descriptions of French and Italian parks and gardens. Andrew Marvell's The Garden
(c1650) celebrates the delights in the symbolism of seventeenth century enclosed gardens. Marvell's
Upon Appleton House, to my Lord Fairfax contains some garden description. The Garden by
Abraham Cowley 'I never had any other desire so strong, and so like to covetousness, as ....that I
might be master at last of a small house and large garden Sir Thomas Browne's essay on The Garden
of Cyrus deals with the history of gardens, as viewed from 1658 (an extract is in the Encyclopedia )
eTexts relating to Enlightenment Gardens René Descartes Descartes did not write either on
aesthetics or on garden design, but historians continue to speak of the 'Cartesian Garden', by which
they mean a geometrical garden. The Encyclopedia contains the text and a comment on his
Discourse on the method of rightly conducting the reason, and seeking truth in the sciences.(1637)
This short book laid the foundation for the philosophy of the Enlightenment and for Neoclassical
aesthetics. John James Theory and Practice of Gardening was published in 1712, based on A J
Dezallier d'Arganville and Le Blond. It became the standard book on laying out a French baroque
garden and provides a fascinating insight into how this was done. James also 'introduced the concept
of the ha-ha and anticipated Pope's famous dictum on the genius of the place'. The Encyclopedia has
3 chapters, 4 plates and a discussion of James' book. Alexander Pope's and his Essay on Criticism
(1711) Epistle to Lord Burlington (1731). The former summarises contemporary attitudes to gardens
and the latter summarises contemporary (rationalist-Neoclassical) aesthetic theory: based on
Reason, Nature and the Genius of the Place. John Serle's plan of Alexander Pope's garden at the time
of his death, and his description of Pope's grotto (+ photographs of the grotto and its setting) Sir
Joshua Reynolds Discourses were delivered at the Royal Academy in London between 1769 and 1790
embody 'The basic ideas of neoclassical theory in the fine arts were set forth in definitive form, with
clarity and grace'. The Encyclopedia contains relevant quotations. eTexts relating to Romantic
Gardens William Temple's essay 'Upon the Gardens of Epicurus: or Of Gardening' (1685) is
extravagantly praised by Nicholas Pevsner. He claims this essay 'started a line of thought and visual
conceptions which were to dominate first England and then the World for two centuries.' The full
text is in the Encyclopedia . Jospeh Addison's Essay 161 made the key association of natural scenery
with liberty and freedom. Essay 37 describes a perfect garden in which reason and nature go hand
in hand. Essay 414 sees the works of nature as more delightful than artificial arrangements. Essay
417 supports Locke's theory of knowledge. Essay 477 describes Addison's own garden at Bilton.
William Shenstone A description of The Leasowes. This was one of the landscape gardens most
admired in continental Europe, partly because it was the work of a poet and partly because it
combined use and beauty - a ferme orneé. The full text of his publisher's description is in the
Encyclopedia . William Shenstone 'Unconnected thoughts on gardening'. The invention of the term
'landskip gardening' is attributed to Shenstone. Edmund Burke An essay on the sublime and
beautiful (1757). Taking an empiricist approach, Burke attacks Vitruvian and rationalist aesthetics.
He also discusses garden design, praising Hogarth's 'line of beauty' (which Brown followed) and
comparing 'smooth streams in the landscape' with ' in fine women smooth skins'. Quotations from
Lancelot 'Capability' Brown, describing the principles on which he worked. Horace Walpole's essay



'On Gardening' (1780). The most brilliant and influential essay ever written on the development
English park and garden design. Thomas Jefferson's descriptions of English gardens John Claudius
Loudon's biography of Humphry Repton (1840). After Repton's own writings, this is the primary
source of information on Humphry Repton's life and work. Jean-Jacques Rousseau one of the letters
from La Nouvelle Héloise deal's with Julie's garden. It is a romantic treatment of an ancient theme,
making the association between women, sex and gardens (see above references the Song of
Solomon, the Romance of the Rose and Boccaccio. Also the reference below to Goethe). Uvedale
Price On the Picturesque (1794) Excerpt from Chapter 1 and Chapter 4. Price was a widely
respected authority on picturesque taste in gardens. Humphry Repton 'A letter to Mr Price' (1795)
Humphry Repton Sketches and Hints (1795) This is Repton's first theoretical statement on his
chosen professional (Introduction and Chapter 1 on Encyclopedia ) Humphry Repton Fragments on
the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening (1816) The Fragment reproduced (No 27) comes
from the Red Book for Ashridge - a favourite project and the occasion for Repton's advocacy of what
became the Mixed Style of garden design. eTexts relating to Nineteenth Century Gardens Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe Elective Affinities (1809). Like Rousseau, Goethe admired 'natural' gardens.
He also drew gardens and designed gardens. The section reproduced in the Encyclopedia deals with
the design of a romantic garden. Jane Loudon's life of her husband John Claudius Loudon (1843).
Jane was a novelist and her memoir is as touching as it is important as the key source of information
on her husband - who was the most influential garden writer of the nineteenth century. Loudon's
influence was particularly important in America. Edward Kemp How to lay out a garden (1864 edn).
Excerpts giving his views on styles of garden design and describing two gardens which he designed.
It presents a somewhat depressing picture of the confusion which reigned in the mid-nineteenth
century garden aesthetics - and continues to reign in many of the world's municipal parks
departments.. Sir Walter Scott, excerpt from Waverly and from The Quarterly Review on gardens.
Scott's remarks can be read in conjunction with those of his friends, Gilbert Laing Meason and
Washington Irving. They introduced a romantic-historical dimension to garden design and
appreciation. Gustave Flaubert Bouvard and Pécuchet. Flaubert satirizes the bourgeois taste in
garden design displayed by the characters whose names form the title of his last novel. Famous
Parks and Gardens of the World - the book was published anonymously and provides a good
illustration of European gardening opinion in 1880. The Preface and Chapter 10 are in the
Encyclopedia . Ludwig II of Bavaria: the romantic gardens of the 'Mad King' were rich in historical
associations. eTexts relating to the History of Landscape Architecture Guide to the History of
Landscape Architecture, by Tom Turner Gilbert Laing Meason. The full text of Meason's On the
Landscape Architecture of the Great Painters of Italy (London 1828). Meason was the 'inventor' of
the term Landscape Architecture, which has since come to be used by a world-wide profession,
represented by the International Federation of Landscape Architects, by the American Society of
Landscape Architects, by the UK Landscape Institute and numerous other national associations.
Only 150 copies of his book were printed and its contents are not well known. This is the first time
the book has been re-published. It is accompanied with an analysis of the text by Tom Turner. A
clear appreciation of how landscape architecture began is regarded as central to comprehension of
the modern profession. Notes on the Top twenty theorists and designers in the history of landscape
architecture and on the question What is landscape architecture? John Claudius Loudon's included
comments on Meason in his Gardener's Magazine (1828) and in his Encyclopedia of Architecture
(1833). These comments transmitted the term to Andew Jackson Downing and, later, to Frederick
Law Olmsted - setting the course of American landscape architecture. Andrew Jackson Downing's
Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening. (Section 1, Section 2 and Section 9).
Downing was 'the first American writer on landscape architectural topics' (Norman T Newton in
Design on the Land) and an 'incalcuable' influence on American garden design and landscape
architecture (Oxford Companion to Gardens). Loudon's writings were his starting point. Frederick
Law Olmsted's description of his winning design for the Central Park, New York, competition (1858).
Olmsted 'the father of American landscape architecture' entered the profession as a result of the



Greensward Plan for Central Park, done in partnership with the English architect Calvert Vaux.
Norman T Newton's account of the scope of landscape architecture, from Design on the land.
Geoffrey Jellicoe's account of the scope of landscape design, from the Landscape of Man Ian
McHarg: notes and links on the twentieth century's outstanding landscape planner. eTexts relating
to Arts and Crafts Gardens William Morris' essay on Hopes and fears for art in which he criticises
carpet bedding and makes the point that gardens should be works of art and of craft. Thomas
Huxley's discussion of Evolution and ethics (1859), in which he views his own garden as a 'work of
art' in contrast to the 'state of nature' which existed before it was made. William Robinson The Wild
Garden (1881 edn Chapters 1-5, originally published by John Murray and reproduced with their
permission). Robinson is described by Jekyll (in the reference below) as 'our great champion of hardy
flowers'. He urged the use of hardy plants, instead of subtropical plants and carpet bedding, in
garden design. He had a sharp dispute with Blomfield (below). John D Sedding Garden craft old and
new (1891) introduced his book with a chapter on The Theory of the Garden. There are 2 chapters in
the Encyclopedia . Reginald Blomfield's The Formal garden in England (1901 edn, originally
published by MacMillan and reproduced with their permission). A contemporary review in The Times
said 'Mr. Blomfield's historical sketch of the art of gardening in England is full of interest and
instruction, and his polemic against the so-called landscape gardeners is vigorous, incisive, and to
our mind convincing.' The book is undoubtedly polemical, but commendably scholarly. Blomfield was
the son of a bishop and had a hatred of modernism. Gertrude Jekyll's account of garden design (from
Wall water and woodland gardens, 1901, originally published by Country Life and reproduced with
their permission). Jekyll was the most influential writer on planting design in the twentieth century.
This chapter is the clearest statement of her views on the history and theory of garden design.
eTexts relating to Design Methods Design methodology: an overview by Tom Turner Surface water
drainage and management (from Landscape Design October 1985) arguing for 'privileging' water in
the design procedure Wilderness and plenty: construction and deconstruction (from Urban Design
Quarterly September 1992) arguing that the professional structure of the construction industry
would benefit from deconstruction. 'Feminine' landscape design: a tale of two tragedies (from a
Sheffield Spring School lecture, April 1993) arguing for the 'way of the hunter' to be balanced by the
'way of the nester' Postmodern landscapes (from Landscape Design May 1993) arguing for
landscape and garden designers to take account of postmodern ideas and theories in their work
Pattern analysis (from Landscape Design October 1991) arguing for a design method based on
pattern analysis, instead of the modernist Survey-Analysis-Design (SAD) method taught in most of
the world's landscape and garden design schools. Revolutions in the garden (from Tom Turner's City
as landscape, Spons 1996). After looking at the design revolutions which have taken place in the
1690s, 1790s, and 1890s this essay finds the seeds of a fourth design revolution in the work of Sir
Geoffrey Jellicoe, Charles Jencks, and Ian Hamilton Finlay. The flowers of garden design theory
(from Garden Design Journal Autumn 1999, published as 'Timeless with delight') this article
suggests a design method which integrates knowledge drawn from various fields, including the fine
arts, philosophy, the natural and social sciences. PAKILDA: Pattern Assisted Knowledge Intensive
Landscape Design Approach (from Landscape Design May 2001). Developing the method outlined in
the Garden Design Journal, this article the recommends a design method for landscape design and
planning. Design history and theory (from a lecture delivered at the University of Uppsala in April
2002) this article relates the PAKILDA method to the set of design objectives outlined by Vitruvius in
the first century: utilitas (Commodity), firmitas (Firmness) and venustas (Delight). eTexts relating to
Twentieth Century Gardens There are histories of American Garden Design in the Encyclopedia ,
written in 1834, 1928 and 2001. Geoffrey Jellicoe: a collection of information on his work, including
an essay by Tom Turner on: Geoffrey Jellicoe, the subconscious and landscape design (1998) Garden
Revolutions: an essay in which it is argued that 'structuralism can infuse gardens with
post-Postmodern ideas and beliefs. It is a layered approach to garden making. '
  history of victory gardens: Doing Women's History in Public Heather Huyck, 2020-04-05 A
complete guide to interpreting women’s history. Women’s history is everywhere, not only in historic



house museums named for women but also in homes named for famous men, museums of every
conceivable kind, forts and battlefields, even ships, mines, and in buckets. Women’s history while
present at every museum and historic site remains less fully interpreted in spite of decades of
vibrant and expansive scholarship. Doing Women’s History in Public: A Handbook for Interpretation
at Museums and Historic Sites connects that scholarship with the tangible resources and the
sensuality that form museums and historic sites-- the objects, architecture and landscapes-- in ways
that encourage visitor fascination and understanding and center interpretation on the women active
in them. With numerous examples that focus on all women and girls, it appropriately includes
everyone, for women intersect with every other human group. This book provides arguments,
sources (written, oral, and visual), and tools for finding women’s history, preserving it, and
interpreting it with the public. It uses the framework of Significance (importance), Knowledge Base
(research in primary, secondary, and tertiary sources), and Tangible Resources (the preserved
physical embodiment of history in objects, architecture, and landscapes). Discusses traditional and
technology-assisted interpretation and provides Tools to implement Doing Women’s History in
Public. Using a hospitality model, museums and historic sites are the locales where we assemble,
learn from each other, and take our insights into a more gender-shared future.
  history of victory gardens: Exploring Our Country's History Phyllis J. Perry, 1998-08-15
Simulate integrated units of study on U.S. history with this guide. Perry provides recommended
fiction and nonfiction books that help you illuminate different eras in U.S. history along with
discussion starters, multidisciplinary activity suggestions, and topics for further investigation.
Projects for individuals and groups help students develop skills in research, oral and written
language, science, math, geography, and the arts. Additional resources are listed with each section.
Grades K-5.
  history of victory gardens: The Possible Worlds of Hypertext Fiction A. Bell, 2010-03-10
Written in hypertext and read from a computer, hypertext novels exist as a collection of textual
fragments, which must be pieced together by the reader. The Possible Worlds of Hypertext Fiction
offers a new critical theory tailored specifically for this burgeoning genre, providing a much needed
body of criticism in a key area of new media fiction.
  history of victory gardens: Plants Go to War Judith Sumner, 2019-05-30 As the first botanical
history of World War II, Plants Go to War examines military history from the perspective of plant
science. From victory gardens to drugs, timber, rubber, and fibers, plants supplied materials with
key roles in victory. Vegetables provided the wartime diet both in North America and Europe, where
vitamin-rich carrots, cabbages, and potatoes nourished millions. Chicle and cacao provided the
chewing gum and chocolate bars in military rations. In England and Germany, herbs replaced
pharmaceutical drugs; feverbark was in demand to treat malaria, and penicillin culture used a
growth medium made from corn. Rubber was needed for gas masks and barrage balloons, while
cotton and hemp provided clothing, canvas, and rope. Timber was used to manufacture Mosquito
bombers, and wood gasification and coal replaced petroleum in European vehicles. Lebensraum, the
Nazi desire for agricultural land, drove Germans eastward; troops weaponized conifers with shell
bursts that caused splintering. Ironically, the Nazis condemned non-native plants, but adopted useful
Asian soybeans and Mediterranean herbs. Jungle warfare and camouflage required botanical
knowledge, and survival manuals detailed edible plants on Pacific islands. Botanical gardens
relocated valuable specimens to safe areas, and while remote locations provided opportunities for
field botany, Trees surviving in Hiroshima and Nagasaki live as a symbol of rebirth after vast
destruction.
  history of victory gardens: History of Soybean Cultivation (270 BCE to 2020) William
Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2020-07-10 The world's most comprehensive, well documented and well
illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographical index. 318 photographs and
illustrations - many in color. Free of charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.
  history of victory gardens: Community Gardening as Social Action Claire Nettle,
2016-05-23 There has been a resurgence of community gardening over the past decade with a wide



range of actors seeking to get involved, from health agencies aiming to increase fruit and vegetable
consumption to radical social movements searching for symbols of non-capitalist ways of relating
and occupying space. Community gardens have become a focal point for local activism in which
people are working to contribute to food security, question the erosion of public space, conserve and
improve urban environments, develop technologies of sustainable food production, foster community
engagement and create neighbourhood solidarity. Drawing on in-depth case studies and social
movement theory, Claire Nettle provides a new empirical and theoretical understanding of
community gardening as a site of collective social action. This provides not only a more nuanced and
complete understanding of community gardening, but also highlights its potential challenges to
notions of activism, community, democracy and culture.
  history of victory gardens: Die Gärten der Frauen Elisabeth Meyer-Renschhausen, Petra
Becker, Renate Müller, Arbeitsgruppe Kleinstlandwirtschaft, 2017-01-27
  history of victory gardens: Encyclopedia of Local History Amy H. Wilson, 2017-02-06 The
Encyclopedia of Local History addresses nearly every aspect of local history, including everyday
issues, theoretical approaches, and trends in the field. This encyclopedia provides both the casual
browser and the dedicated historian with adept commentary by bringing the voices of over one
hundred experts together in one place. Entries include: ·Terms specifically related to the everyday
practice of interpreting local history in the United States, such as “African American History,” “City
Directories,” and “Latter-Day Saints.” ·Historical and documentary terms applied to local history
such as “Abstract,” “Culinary History,” and “Diaries.” ·Detailed entries for major associations and
institutions that specifically focus on their usage in local history projects, such as “Library of
Congress” and “Society of American Archivists” ·Entries for every state and Canadian province
covering major informational sources critical to understanding local history in that region. ·Entries
for every major immigrant group and ethnicity. Brand-new to this edition are critical topics covering
both the practice of and major current areas of research in local history such as “Digitization,”
“LGBT History,” museum theater,” and “STEM education.” Also new to this edition are graphics,
including 48 photographs. Overseen by a blue-ribbon Editorial Advisory Board (Anne W. Ackerson,
James D. Folts, Tim Grove, Carol Kammen, and Max A. van Balgooy) this essential reference will be
frequently consulted in academic libraries with American and Canadian history programs, public
libraries supporting local history, museums, historic sites and houses, and local archives in the U.S.
and Canada. This third edition is the first to include photographs.
  history of victory gardens: Public Relations in the Nonprofit Sector Richard D. Waters,
2014-12-05 Nonprofit organizations are managing to carry out sophisticated public relations
programming that cultivates relationships with their key audiences. Their public relations
challenges, however, have routinely been understudied. Budgetary and staffing restraints often limit
how these organizations carry out their fundraising, public awareness and activism efforts, and
client outreach. This volume explores a range of public relations theories and topics important to the
management of nonprofit organizations, including crisis management, communicating to strengthen
engagement online and offline, and recruiting and retaining volunteer and donor support.
  history of victory gardens: Texas and Texans in World War II Christopher B. Bean,
2022-08-24 Texans in World War II offers an informative look at the challenges and changes faced
by Texans on the home front during the Second World War. This collection of essays by leading
scholars of Texas history covers topics from the African American and Tejano experience to
organized labor, from the expanding opportunities for women to the importance of oil and
agriculture. Texans in World War II makes local the frequently studied social history of wartime,
bringing it home to Texas. An eye-opening read for Texans eager to learn more about this defining
era in their state’s history, this book will also prove deeply informative for scholars, students, and
general readers seeking detailed, definitive information about World War II and its implications for
daily life, economic growth, and social and political change in the Lone Star State.
  history of victory gardens: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1946 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States



Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  history of victory gardens: Interactive Digital Narrative Hartmut Koenitz, Gabriele Ferri,
Mads Haahr, Diğdem Sezen, Tonguç İbrahim Sezen, 2015-04-10 The book is concerned with
narrative in digital media that changes according to user input—Interactive Digital Narrative (IDN).
It provides a broad overview of current issues and future directions in this multi-disciplinary field
that includes humanities-based and computational perspectives. It assembles the voices of leading
researchers and practitioners like Janet Murray, Marie-Laure Ryan, Scott Rettberg and Martin
Rieser. In three sections, it covers history, theoretical perspectives and varieties of practice
including narrative game design, with a special focus on changes in the power relationship between
audience and author enabled by interactivity. After discussing the historical development of diverse
forms, the book presents theoretical standpoints including a semiotic perspective, a proposal for a
specific theoretical framework and an inquiry into the role of artificial intelligence. Finally, it
analyses varieties of current practice from digital poetry to location-based applications, artistic
experiments and expanded remakes of older narrative game titles.
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