
small world isn t it
Small World Isn’t It: Exploring the Wonders of Unexpected Connections

small world isn t it — how often have you found yourself saying this after a surprising
encounter or an unexpected coincidence? That moment when you realize someone you just
met shares a mutual friend, or when a random conversation leads to discovering a shared
hobby or background. The phrase perfectly captures the fascinating and sometimes eerie
feeling that the world is far smaller and more interconnected than it seems at first glance.

This article dives deep into the concept of “small world” phenomena, exploring what it
means, why it happens, and how understanding it can enrich our social and professional
lives. Along the way, we’ll touch on the science behind these connections, the role of social
networks, and even some tips on how to leverage this small-world effect in everyday
interactions.

What Does "Small World Isn’t It" Really Mean?

At its core, the phrase “small world isn’t it” is an expression of surprise and wonder at how
closely connected people or events can be, despite apparent distances—whether
geographical, social, or cultural. It reflects the idea that even in a vast population, we’re
often linked by just a few degrees of separation.

The Small-World Phenomenon Explained

The small-world phenomenon is a concept from social network theory that suggests that
most people are connected by a surprisingly short chain of acquaintances. This idea gained
popularity through the famous “six degrees of separation” theory, which proposes that any
two people on Earth can be linked through six or fewer social connections.

In practical terms, it means that the person you just met might be just a few steps away
from someone you already know well. This interconnectedness is what often prompts the
exclamation, “small world isn’t it,” when an unexpected link is discovered.

Social Networks and the Small World

Modern social networks, both offline and online, play a huge role in reinforcing the small-
world effect. Platforms like Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter allow us to visualize and expand
our networks, revealing unexpected commonalities and connections.

For example, LinkedIn’s “People You May Know” feature is designed based on the principle
that your connections are a gateway to meeting new people. These networks not only make
the world feel smaller but also create new opportunities for collaboration, friendship, and
knowledge sharing.



Why Do Small World Connections Matter?

Recognizing the small-world nature of our social environment isn’t just a fun observation; it
has practical implications for both personal and professional growth.

Enhancing Personal Relationships

When you realize that your social circles overlap more than you thought, it can deepen your
sense of belonging and community. These connections often lead to stronger friendships,
as shared acquaintances provide common ground and foster trust.

Moreover, in moments of need—whether emotional support or practical help—knowing that
your network is interconnected increases the chances of finding assistance quickly.

Boosting Career Opportunities

In professional settings, the small-world effect is a powerful tool for networking and career
advancement. Many job opportunities arise through referrals and introductions, often
facilitated by mutual connections.

Understanding that “small world isn’t it” moments can open doors encourages proactive
networking. Reaching out to second or third-degree connections can uncover hidden
opportunities not advertised publicly.

Fostering Collaboration and Innovation

In workplaces and creative communities, small-world networks encourage cross-pollination
of ideas. When people from different backgrounds and expertise are connected, innovation
thrives. This interconnectedness can break down silos and lead to unexpected partnerships.

Real-Life Examples of Small World Connections

Nothing illustrates the small-world concept better than real stories where coincidences or
connections bring people closer together.

Travel Tales and Unexpected Meetings

Imagine traveling to a remote country and bumping into someone who went to the same
high school or worked with your cousin. These moments often leave people marveling at
how small the world can feel despite vast distances.



Professional Networking Stories

Many professionals recount instances where a random introduction led to a critical job offer
or collaboration. For example, a chance conversation at a conference might connect you to
someone who knows the perfect employer or investor.

Family and Genealogy Discoveries

With the rise of genealogy websites and DNA testing, many people have discovered
surprising family links across continents. These revelations often highlight the small-world
nature of human history and migration.

Tips to Embrace and Leverage the Small World
Effect

If you find the idea of a small world intriguing, here are some practical suggestions to
harness its potential:

Stay Open and Curious: Approach new people and situations with genuine interest.
You never know who might be connected to your existing network.

Expand Your Network Thoughtfully: Attend events, join clubs, or participate in
online communities related to your interests or profession.

Use Social Media Smartly: Platforms like LinkedIn are excellent for maintaining and
growing your network. Engage with contacts by sharing content and commenting
thoughtfully.

Follow Up on Connections: After meeting someone, don’t hesitate to reach out
later. A simple message referencing your meeting can solidify the relationship.

Be a Connector: Introduce people within your network who might benefit from
knowing each other. This not only strengthens your relationships but also builds
goodwill.

The Science Behind Why Our World Feels Small

While the small-world phenomenon is often experienced socially, it also has roots in
mathematics and network theory.



Mathematical Models of Small-World Networks

In 1998, researchers Duncan Watts and Steven Strogatz introduced a model explaining
small-world networks. Their work showed that networks with high clustering (many
connections within local groups) but short path lengths (few steps to reach any other node)
exhibit small-world properties.

This model applies not just to social networks, but also to biological systems, the internet,
and even the spread of diseases.

Psychological Factors

Humans are naturally pattern-seeking creatures. When we encounter coincidences or
connections, our brains spotlight these moments, making us more aware of how
intertwined our lives really are.

This cognitive bias helps explain why the phrase “small world isn’t it” resonates so
strongly—it captures the surprise and delight of these aha moments.

Why Embracing a Small World Perspective Can
Change Your Outlook

Thinking of the world as a smaller, more connected place can shift perspectives in profound
ways. It encourages empathy, understanding, and openness to new experiences.

When you realize that people from vastly different backgrounds may share common links or
values, barriers begin to dissolve. This mindset fosters inclusivity and cooperation, vital in
today’s globalized society.

Moreover, it reminds us that no one is truly isolated. Whether in personal challenges or
global issues, the interconnectedness of humanity means collective action and support are
possible.

---

Next time you find yourself uttering, “small world isn’t it,” take a moment to appreciate the
fascinating web of relationships and chance encounters that make life so rich and
unpredictable. The small world phenomenon is more than just coincidence—it’s a testament
to the intricate tapestry that binds us all together.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the meaning of the phrase 'Small world, isn't
it?'
The phrase 'Small world, isn't it?' is commonly used to express surprise when encountering
someone or something unexpectedly familiar in an unlikely place, highlighting how
interconnected or close-knit the world can feel.

Where did the phrase 'Small world, isn't it?' originate
from?
The exact origin of the phrase is unclear, but it has been a part of English colloquial speech
for many decades, often used in social interactions to comment on coincidences or
unexpected connections.

How is 'Small world, isn't it?' used in everyday
conversation?
People use 'Small world, isn't it?' when they meet someone they know in an unexpected
place or discover a surprising connection, as a way to acknowledge the coincidence and
shared social or geographical proximity.

Are there any popular songs or movies titled 'Small
World, Isn't It?'
While there are no widely known songs or movies specifically titled 'Small World, Isn't It?',
the phrase is frequently referenced in various media to underscore themes of coincidence
and interconnectedness.

Can 'Small world, isn't it?' be used in professional or
formal settings?
Yes, 'Small world, isn't it?' can be used in professional or formal settings, especially during
networking or meetings, to break the ice or highlight unexpected professional connections
in a friendly manner.

Additional Resources
Small World Isn’t It: Exploring the Intricacies of Global Connections

small world isn t it is a phrase that captures the essence of the surprising and often
serendipitous nature of human connections across the globe. From unexpected encounters
in distant countries to the interconnectedness revealed by social media and technology, the
idea that the world is smaller than it appears has fascinated sociologists, psychologists, and
everyday individuals alike. This article delves into the phenomenon behind the phrase,
exploring the scientific, social, and cultural dimensions that make the world feel intimately
linked despite its vastness.



The Small World Phenomenon: Origins and
Meaning

The phrase “small world isn’t it” is more than a casual remark; it reflects a deep-seated
observation about the interconnectedness of people and places. The concept gained formal
attention through the study of social networks and communication theories. One of the
most famous illustrations of this is the “six degrees of separation” theory, which suggests
that any two individuals on Earth are connected through, at most, six acquaintances.

This theory was popularized by psychologist Stanley Milgram in the 1960s through his
“small world experiment.” Milgram’s study involved sending packages through
acquaintances to reach a target person, revealing surprisingly short chains of connection.
Today, such findings underscore how globalization, technological advances, and social
media platforms have shrunk perceived distances, making unexpected encounters and
connections more common.

Technological Advances: Accelerating the Small World
Effect

In the digital age, the small world isn’t it phenomenon has intensified dramatically. Social
media networks like Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter have created vast webs of interlinked
users, making it easier to discover mutual friends, shared interests, or common
backgrounds. Platforms employ algorithms that highlight connections, suggesting friends of
friends or people with similar professional experiences, further reinforcing the sense that
the world is small.

Moreover, communication technologies such as instant messaging, video calls, and
collaborative tools have dissolved geographical boundaries. A professional in New York can
collaborate seamlessly with a colleague in Tokyo, while travelers can connect with locals or
fellow tourists instantly. This level of accessibility and communication means that global
connections are no longer rare but routine.

Social and Cultural Implications of a Small World

The perception that “small world isn’t it” also carries significant social and cultural
implications. On one hand, recognizing interconnectedness fosters empathy, tolerance, and
cultural exchange. When people realize how closely linked they are to others worldwide,
they may develop a greater appreciation for diverse perspectives and shared human
experiences.

Conversely, this closeness can sometimes lead to challenges such as cultural
homogenization or heightened competition. For example, globalized markets and shared
media can dilute unique cultural identities, while international networking may intensify job
market competition. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for policymakers, educators,
and cultural leaders aiming to balance integration with diversity preservation.



Data-Driven Insights into the Small World
Network

Empirical research into networks provides quantifiable evidence supporting the small world
concept. Studies of social graphs—maps that chart relationships between
individuals—consistently show high clustering and short path lengths. These characteristics
define small-world networks, where people tend to form tight-knit groups but remain
reachable through a few intermediaries.

Comparative Analysis: Small World Networks vs.
Random Networks

To understand the uniqueness of small world networks, it is helpful to compare them with
random networks:

Clustering Coefficient: In small world networks, there is a high probability that two
friends of a person are also friends with each other, creating tightly connected
communities. Random networks lack such clustering.

Average Path Length: Both small world and random networks exhibit relatively
short paths between nodes, but small world networks maintain clustering without
sacrificing the short path length, striking an optimal balance.

This balance explains why “small world isn’t it” moments occur frequently; social networks
naturally form in ways that maximize connection efficiency while fostering local
communities.

Real-World Applications of Small World Theory

Understanding the small world phenomenon has practical applications across various fields:

Public Health: Epidemiologists use small world models to predict the spread of1.
diseases through social contacts, enabling targeted interventions and vaccination
strategies.

Marketing: Businesses leverage network effects and influencer marketing to2.
disseminate information rapidly through interconnected social groups.

Urban Planning: Designing efficient transportation and communication networks3.
benefits from insights into small world structures, optimizing connectivity and
accessibility.



These applications highlight how the abstract concept of a “small world” translates into
tangible benefits and strategies in modern society.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Small World
Concept

While the idea that “small world isn’t it” captures a compelling truth, it is not without
limitations. Critics argue that the small world model can oversimplify complex social
realities. For instance, social networks are influenced by factors such as socioeconomic
status, cultural barriers, and geographic constraints, which may limit connectivity.

Moreover, digital connections do not always translate into meaningful relationships. The
quality of interactions and depth of social bonds matter as much as their existence.
Therefore, the small world phenomenon should be viewed as a framework to understand
potential connectivity rather than a definitive measure of social cohesion.

Privacy and Security Concerns

Increased interconnectedness raises questions about privacy and data security. The very
technologies that make the world feel smaller also expose individuals to risks such as data
breaches, surveillance, and misinformation. Navigating this landscape requires a delicate
balance between leveraging connectivity and safeguarding personal and collective rights.

“Small World Isn’t It”: A Reflection on Shared
Experiences

Ultimately, the phrase “small world isn’t it” resonates because it encapsulates the surprise
and wonder at discovering unexpected links between people or places. Whether through
chance encounters, mutual friends, or shared histories, these moments remind us of the
underlying fabric that connects humanity.

As global challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and economic shifts demand
collective action, recognizing our interconnectedness becomes more than a casual
observation—it becomes a call for cooperation and understanding. In this way, the small
world isn’t it notion embodies both a social reality and an aspirational ideal, urging us to
embrace the ties that bind us across distances and differences.

Small World Isn T It
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  small world isn t it: Collaboration Morten T. Hansen, 2009 In Collaboration, author Morten
Hansen takes aim at what many leaders inherently know: in today's competitive environment,
companywide collaboration is an imperative for successful strategy execution, yet the sought-after
synergies are rarely, if ever, realized. In fact, most cross-unit collaborative efforts end up wasting
time, money, and resources. How can managers avoid the costly traps of collaboration and instead
start getting the results they need? In this book, Hansen shows managers how to get collaboration
right through disciplined collaboration-- a practical framework and set of tools managers can use to:
· Assess when--and when not--to pursue collaboration across units to achieve goals · Identify and
overcome the four barriers to collaboration · Get people to buy into the larger picture, even when
they own only a small piece of it · Be a T-Shaped Manager, collaborating across divisions while still
working deeply in your own unit · Create networks across the organization that are not large, but
nimble and effective Based on the author's long-running research, in-depth case studies, and
company interviews, Collaboration delivers practical advice and tools to help your organization
collaborate--for real results.
  small world isn t it: Stuck in a Small World Steve Wyatt, 2008 Wyatt offers a hopeful look at
how one can break the cycle of dysfunction andrewrite the music of his or her family's repetitive
song.
  small world isn t it: It’s a Small World After All Jesper Leonard Vun, 2021-06-14 Experts say
that a pandemic like the Spanish flu happens once in a century. Well, time’s up. In December 2019,
the world witnessed the emergence of a new pathogen that brought it to a standstill. The novel
Coronavirus outbreak was declared a pandemic and governments worldwide executed
unprecedented measures to contain it. The impact on life was devastating. Overnight, people
became more aware of self-hygiene and the importance of social distancing. However, many are still
left in the dark when it comes to the ‘why?’. This book introduces the basics of Microbiology,
covering essential concepts that answer burning doubts. What are microorganisms? How do
infection and disease occur? Should I be vaccinated? What is the difference between bacteria,
viruses, protozoa, and fungi? How can I protect myself against harmful agents? Besides, it aims to
bring about a renewed outlook and appreciation of life through the many ‘food for thought’
incorporated in the writing. This book is timely as there is an urgency for the public to understand
the microscopic world and timeless because what is learnt today helps us better prepare for the
future. After all, it’s a small world where micros dictate macros.
  small world isn t it: Small World Brad Herzog, 2004-05-18 Who says all the exotic locales are
overseas? The author of States of Mind travels America and shows readers they don't need to go far
from home to experience the beautiful, the historic, and the bizarre.
  small world isn t it: It's a Small World Robert Bloch, 2010-10-01 For two tiny, bewildered
people, it was a struggle for survival in a world of toys
  small world isn t it: If It's Such a Small World Then Why Have I Been Sitting on this Airplane
for Twelve Hours? Mad Dog, 2008-09-14 A humorous, quirky, and unique look at the world, its
people, and their cultures. Seventy-seven columns have been culled from Mad Dog's travels through
the United States and the world, from a four-week coast-to-coast car trip to an extended stay on Bali,
from the coronation of the Slug Queen in Eugene, Oregon to flirting with a Russian spy in Cuba. It's
a view of the world as you've never seen it before.
  small world isn t it: Small World David Lodge, 2012-02-29 Philip Swallow, Morris Zapp,
Persse McGarrigle and the lovely Angelica are the jet-propelled academics who are on the move, in
the air and on the make in David Lodge's satirical Small World. It is a world of glamorous travel and
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high excitement, where stuffy lecture rooms are swapped for lush corners of the globe, and romance
is in the air...
  small world isn t it: Small World Matt Beaumont, 2008-09-04 Friends, family, workmates. The
woman you see at the bus stop every morning; the man who reaches for the last newspaper just
before you get to it. Everyone you meet, and some you nearly meet, will have an impact on the way
your day goes. Small World is the story of a group of men and women, living and working in a city,
who are connected through love, work, friendship, or simply by virtue of proximity. We connect with
the hearts and minds of characters including an all-coping housewife, a stressed out working
mother, a put-upon nanny, a long-suffering journalist, an Indian waiter who dreams of stardom, a
grieving shop assistant, a stand-up comic and a psychotic policeman - all of whom speak directly to
us about their innermost thoughts, fears and desires in a series of interwoven first-person
narratives.
  small world isn t it: A Small World Michael J. Blackwell, 2021-03-15 In this captivating short
novel, A Small World, from the mind of author Michael Blackwell, the reader is submerged into the
life of a young man named Jordan Small. Jordan is a nice young man who has a good future ahead of
him if he can get past his circus of a family that doesn't seem to let up at any turn. From beginning
to end, you wonder about the choices he will make as he deals with adversity befitting someone far
older than him. It can't be too hard, right? It's easier said than done when you have a drug-addicted
prostitute of a mother and an abusive father. This lethal combination lands him, his sister, Janay, and
his two brothers, Jamal and Joseph, in the arms of their street-hustling Uncle Naim.Naim firmly
standing on the belief of do as I say and not as I do pushes them to live a good life, while he leads a
bad life all around them. As if an irresponsible uncle is not enough, Jordan must find a way to deal
with the mental strain of a sister being abused and his brother Jamal becoming addicted to the
streets, somewhat following in the footsteps of their uncle. The small light at the end of the tunnel
seems to be Joseph, the oldest and his only good example. However, he is away at college playing
basketball, however long that lasts. Jordan's character begins to unfold as he goes from nice and
gullible to witty and gritty when trauma strikes his life and forces him to grow up too fast. Will
Jordan lead a promising fulfilled life as his Uncle Naim ultimately desires, or will the pull and call of
the streets and the ongoing stress of his life prove too much for him to handle? Either way it goes,
the story of this young man's journey to early adulthood holds onto you from the start to finish as it
promises to give you tear-drenching moments and heart-stealing ones as well. They say there is good
in all of us. The only problem is that they also say the good die young.
  small world isn t it: Small World Nick Crumpton, 2025-03-20 Who can resist teeny tiny
animals? From a tortoise that could fit in your palm, to a crab no bigger than your fingernail—this
big and beautiful book is dedicated to tiny animals from around the world. Turn the pages and set off
on your adventure, meeting nature’s smallest creatures and taking a peek into their little—but very
lovable—lives. These animals may be mini, but their stories are mighty! The book is divided into six
chapters, one for each animal type: Birds Fish Amphibians Invertebrates Mammals Reptiles Within
each chapter, you meet five teeny animals from around the world. Each animal is introduced over a
fully illustrated spread. Prepare to be welcomed to the little animal’s life, introduced to its habitat,
and walked through the creature’s habits and how it navigates its world—with special emphasis on
its size, and the benefits and challenges that come with it. Animals include: An adorable finger
monkey (pygmy marmoset) A flying lizard A Bee hummingbird—the smallest of all birds A little
penguin A tiny Fennec fox from Morocco A fiesty pom-pom crab Each chapter ends with an amazing
life-size spread, which shows the animals from that chapter at their true size! Featuring 30 teeny
creatures from around the world, this book is the perfect gift for animal lovers ages 7+.
  small world isn t it: Overweight Sensation Mark Cohen, 2013 Allan Sherman was the Larry
David, the Adam Sandler, the Sacha Baron Cohen of 1963. He led Jewish humor and sensibilities out
of ethnic enclaves and into the American mainstream with explosively funny parodies of classic
songs that won Sherman extraordinary success and acclaim across the board, from Harpo Marx to
President Kennedy. In Overweight Sensation, Mark Cohen argues persuasively for Sherman's legacy



as a touchstone of postwar humor and a turning point in Jewish American cultural history. With
exclusive access to Allan Sherman's estate, Cohen has written the first biography of the manic,
bacchanalian, and hugely creative artist who sold three million albums in just twelve months, yet
died in obscurity a decade later at the age of forty-nine. Comprehensive, dramatic, stylish, and
tragic, Overweight Sensation is destined to become the definitive Sherman biography.
  small world isn t it: King Of A Small World Rick Bennet, 2011-12-03 King of the poker players
from his suburban enclave in Maryland to Washington, D.C., Joey Moore faces a crisis in his life
when an gambling opponent commits suicide and an unwanted baby is forced on him. Skyhorse
Publishing, as well as our Arcade, Yucca, and Good Books imprints, are proud to publish a broad
range of books for readers interested in fiction—novels, novellas, political and medical thrillers,
comedy, satire, historical fiction, romance, erotic and love stories, mystery, classic literature,
folklore and mythology, literary classics including Shakespeare, Dumas, Wilde, Cather, and much
more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller,
we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work
might not otherwise find a home.
  small world isn t it: Brokerage and Closure Ronald S. Burt, 2005-08-11 Social Capital, the
advantage created by location in social structure, is a critical element in business strategy. Who has
it, how it works, and how to develop it have become key questions as markets, organizations, and
careers become more and more dependent on informal, discretionary relationships. The formal
organization deals with accountability; Everything else flows through the informal: advice,
coordination, cooperation friendship, gossip, knowledge, trust.Informal relations have always been
with us, they have always mattered. What is new is the range of activities in which they now matter,
and the emerging clarity we have about how they create advantage for certain people at the expense
of others. This is done by brokerage and closure.Ronald S. Burt builds upon his celebrated work in
this area to explore the nature of brokerage and closure. Brokerage is the activity of people who live
at the intersection of social worlds, who have a vision advantage of seeing and developing good
ideas, an advantage which can be seen in their compensation, recognition, and the responsibility
they're entrusted with in comparison to their peers. Closure is the tightening of coordination in a
closed network of people, and people who do this dowell as a complement to brokers because of the
trust and alignment they create. Brokerage and Closure explores how these elements work together
to define social capital, showing how in the business world reputation has come to replace authority,
pursued opportunity assignment, and reward has come tobe associated with achieving competitive
advantage in a social order of continuous disequilibrium.
  small world isn t it: Becoming Immortal in Destructing Demons Du GuMieTian,
2019-11-06 The young master of the Godless Palace in the Western Regions had once bullied him,
and the successor of the Martial Union was his rival in love. One after another, his opponents forced
him to become strong, to have a strange background, to have a strange bloodline, to become the
core of the human race during the battle of the God's Annihilation. [Previous Chapter] [Table of
Contents] [Next Chapter]
  small world isn t it: An Introduction to Search Engines and Web Navigation Mark
Levene, 2006 The first chapters of the book provide an extensive introduction to search engines and
navigation. No formal prerequisites are required; any Web enthusiast will enjoy reading the book.
These chapters comprise of background and history of the Web, navigation and searching, search
engine architecture and different types of search engines. In addition to the basics, additional topics
covered are navigation (aka surfing), the interplay between search and navigation, Web data mining,
personalization, the mobile web, social networks, collaborative filtering and Weblogs (aka Blogs).
The book goes far beyond simple searching and navigation; it provides a comprehensive overview of
the current research fronts in areas related to Web search engines and navigation. The text is highly
readable with a large number of illustrations and examples. It can serve as an excellent textbook
both for an introductory and a more advanced course of Web search and navigation. Each chapter
starts with a listing of objectives and ends with a set of exercises relevant to the topics covered in



the chapter. Students will especially benefit from the non-technical descriptions and clear
explanations of the concepts. The book is also a great reference source for researchers and IT
professionals: it includes 410 references to articles, and 202 references to Web pages and resources.
I highly recommend the book.
  small world isn t it: Tourism and Social Identities Peter M. Burns, Marina Novelli, 2006-08-14
The making and consuming of tourism takes place within a complex social milieu, with competing
actors drawing into the ‘product’ peoples’ history, culture and lifestyles. Culture and people thus
become part of the tourism product. The implications are not fully understood, though the literature
ranges the arguments along a continuum with culture being described on one hand as vulnerable
and fixed, waiting to be ‘impacted’ by tourism and on the other being seen as vibrant and perfectly
well capable of dealing with globalization and modernity trends. Some of the answers are likely to
focus around ideas of social identities. The intention of this book is to make a contribution to the
theoretical framework of tourism through a series of international case studies. The overall purpose
of the edited book is to assemble a series of essays enabling the dissemination of ideas on the critical
discourse of tourism and tourists as they relate to social and cultural identities.
  small world isn t it: A Small World Davin Heckman, 2008-03-13 A look at how domestic
technologies that free people to enjoy leisure time in the home have come to be understood as
necessary parts of everyday life.
  small world isn t it: Planning Urban Places Mary Ganis, 2015-06-19 Urban change is often
difficult because we are dealing with people’s elusive notions of place and perception, time and
change. Urban design and planning in a changing urban context so that it remains relevant for
people is elusive because the idea of place is embedded in memory and identity – but whose memory
and whose identity? This book seeks to understand the urban change dynamic so that the planning
of urban places aligns with the dynamic of people’s perception of place. Planning Urban Places
examines the premise that building cities is a concrete business surrounded by a shifting context. It
discusses the notion of urban design and placemaking from the perspective of place perception and
cognitive psychology, place philosophy and human geography. It also considers network theory to
help illustrate the self-organising paradigm of small word network theory for planning urban places.
  small world isn t it: Small World Jonathan Evison, 2022-01-11 Winner of the Housatonic Book
Award A New York Times Editors' Choice! One of Booklist’s “Top 10 Historical Fiction Novels of
2022” One of the Los Angeles Times's “10 Books to Add to Your Reading List” One of Book Culture's
Most Anticipated Reads “A bighearted, widescreen American tale.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
“Masterpiece . . . The quintessential great American novel.”—Booklist (starred review) “A vivid
mosaic.”—BookPage (starred review) Jonathan Evison’s Small World is an epic novel for now. Set
against such iconic backdrops as the California gold rush, the development of the transcontinental
railroad, and a speeding train of modern-day strangers forced together by fate, it is a grand
entertainment that asks big questions. The characters of Small World connect in the most intriguing
and meaningful ways, winning, breaking, and winning our hearts again. In exploring the passengers’
lives and those of their ancestors more than a century before, Small World chronicles 170 years of
American nation-building from numerous points of view across place and time. And it does it with a
fullhearted, full-throttle pace that asks on the most human, intimate scale whether it is truly possible
to meet, and survive, the choices posed—and forced—by the age. The result is a historical epic with
a Dickensian flair, a grand entertainment that asks whether our nation has made good on its
promises. It dazzles as its characters come to connect with one another through time. And it hits
home as it probes at our country’s injustices, big and small, straight through to its deeply satisfying
final words.
  small world isn t it: Critical Dialogues Isobel Armstrong, Hans-Werner Ludwig, 1995
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