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Great Debaters Study Guide Answer Key: Unlocking the Insights Behind the Film

great debaters study guide answer key is something many students, educators,
and film enthusiasts seek when delving into the powerful story told in "The
Great Debaters." This 2007 film, directed by and starring Denzel Washington,
is based on the true story of the Wiley College debate team in the 1930s,
highlighting themes of perseverance, social justice, and the transformative
power of education. Whether you are using a study guide to analyze the film
for a class or simply want to deepen your understanding, having access to an
answer key can clarify complex themes, character motivations, and historical
context.

In this article, we will explore how the great debaters study guide answer
key can help enhance your comprehension, discuss the key elements of the film
and study guide, and provide tips on how to effectively use such resources to
maximize your learning experience.

Why Use a Great Debaters Study Guide Answer
Key?

Study guides are designed to support and scaffold your learning by breaking
down the film’s content into digestible sections, such as plot summary,
character analysis, thematic explorations, and discussion questions. However,
sometimes these questions can be challenging or open-ended, which is where an
answer key becomes invaluable.

An answer key for the great debaters study guide provides:

- **Accurate explanations** to the questions posed in the guide

- **Contextual background** about the historical period and real-life
characters

- **Insightful interpretations** of symbolism and dialogue

- **Guidance on critical thinking** around social issues presented in the
film

Having such a resource allows students to check their understanding, teachers
to streamline lesson planning, and discussion groups to have a common
reference point for deeper conversations about the movie.

Key Themes Addressed in the Study Guide

Understanding the core themes of "The Great Debaters" is essential when



working through any study guide, and the answer key often highlights these to
ensure clarity. Some of the most prominent themes include:

1. Overcoming Racial Barriers

The film centers on African American students at Wiley College facing
systemic racism during the Jim Crow era. The study guide questions often
direct learners to reflect on how the characters confront and challenge
racial discrimination both on and off the debate stage. The answer key
typically explains the significance of these moments and how they relate to
broader civil rights struggles.

2. The Power of Education and Debate

Debate is portrayed not just as a competition, but as a tool for empowerment
and social change. The study guide might ask how the art of argumentation
helps the characters develop confidence and influence society. The answer key
can elaborate on how critical thinking and eloquence act as weapons against
injustice.

3. Leadership and Mentorship

Coach Melvin B. Tolson, played by Denzel Washington, is a pivotal figure
whose leadership style is both tough and nurturing. Questions may focus on
his methods and impact on the students’ personal growth. Answer keys often
provide detailed character analysis, shedding light on Tolson’s philosophies
and challenges.

4. Courage and Resilience

The team’s journey is filled with setbacks and dangers, including threats of
violence. The guide encourages learners to consider the emotional and
psychological resilience required to keep pushing forward. Answer
explanations highlight how these traits are essential for social progress.

How to Effectively Use the Great Debaters Study
Guide Answer Key

Simply having an answer key isn’t enough to deepen your understanding — it’s
how you engage with it that makes a difference. Here are some practical tips
to get the most out of this resource:



1. Attempt Questions Independently First

Before consulting the answer key, try to answer the study guide questions on
your own. This encourages critical thinking and personal interpretation,
which is crucial for developing analytical skills.

2. Compare, Don’t Copy

Use the answer key to compare your responses rather than copying them
verbatim. Notice where your answers align or differ, and consider why that
might be. This reflection can lead to richer insights.

3. Deepen Contextual Understanding

When the answer key references historical facts or sociopolitical contexts,
take the opportunity to research further. Understanding the Jim Crow era,
civil rights movements, and the significance of Wiley College’s debate team
enhances appreciation of the film’s message.

4. Discuss with Peers or Educators

Use the answer key as a springboard for discussion. Sharing perspectives on
the film’s themes and characters can uncover diverse viewpoints and foster
critical dialogue.

5. Connect Themes to Modern Issues

Consider how the struggles and triumphs depicted in "The Great Debaters”
relate to contemporary social justice movements. The answer key can help
identify timeless themes that resonate beyond the film.

Common Questions Covered in the Study Guide and
Their Insights

To give you an idea of what a great debaters study guide answer key might
include, here are examples of typical questions and the kind of answers that
provide deeper understanding:

e Question: What role does Coach Tolson’s background play in his teaching



style?

e Answer: Tolson’'s experience as a poet and activist shapes his passionate
and sometimes stern approach, emphasizing the importance of intellectual
rigor and moral courage. His background helps him inspire students to
think critically and stand up against injustice.

e Question: How does the film portray the relationship between debate and
social activism?

e Answer: Debate is shown as a platform for challenging societal norms and
advocating for change. The team's victories symbolize the breaking down
of barriers and the power of words to influence public opinion.

e Question: In what ways do the characters demonstrate resilience
throughout the film?

e Answer: Despite facing discrimination, intimidation, and personal
hardships, the characters persist in their pursuit of excellence. Their
resilience is depicted through their dedication to practice, mutual
support, and refusal to be silenced.

Additional Resources to Complement the Study
Guide

If you're keen on expanding your knowledge beyond the study guide and its
answer key, consider exploring these related materials:

e Historical Articles on Wiley College: Understanding the real-life
background of this historically black college and its debate team
enriches comprehension.

e Biographies of Melvin B. Tolson: Delve into the life of the coach whose
story inspired the film.

* Documentaries on Civil Rights and Debate Culture: These provide broader
context on the era and the significance of debate as a tool for
empowerment.

e Supplementary Reading on Rhetoric and Argumentation: Books or articles
about persuasive speaking can help viewers appreciate the skill behind
the debates.



Exploring these resources alongside the great debaters study guide answer key
can offer a well-rounded understanding of both the film and the historical
realities it reflects.

Navigating through the great debaters study guide answer key is a rewarding
way to engage deeply with the film’s layered storytelling and the enduring
lessons it imparts. Whether you are a student preparing for a class
discussion or simply a fan wanting to grasp the nuances, this tool offers
clarity and insight, making the journey through "The Great Debaters" all the
more impactful.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Great Debaters' study guide answer key?

The 'Great Debaters' study guide answer key is a resource that provides
answers and explanations to questions related to the film 'The Great
Debaters,' helping students and educators better understand its themes,
characters, and historical context.

Where can I find the 'Great Debaters' study guide
answer key?

The answer key is often available through educational websites, teacher
resource platforms, or included with official study guides purchased online
or in bookstores. Some schools may provide it directly to students or
educators.

Does the 'Great Debaters' study guide cover
historical accuracy in the film?

Yes, many study guides and their answer keys address the historical context
and accuracy of the film, highlighting true events and discussing artistic
liberties taken in the story.

How can the 'Great Debaters' study guide answer key
help students?

It helps students by offering clear explanations of key themes, character
motivations, and plot points, enabling deeper comprehension and aiding in
assignments or discussions related to the film.



Is the 'Great Debaters' study guide answer key
suitable for all grade levels?

Most study guides are designed for high school or college-level students due
to the film's complex themes and historical content, but some versions may be
adapted for younger audiences.

Can the 'Great Debaters' study guide answer key be
used for classroom debates?

Yes, educators often use the study guide and answer key to prepare students
for debates by analyzing rhetorical strategies, persuasive techniques, and
ethical issues presented in the film.

Additional Resources

Great Debaters Study Guide Answer Key: A Detailed Review and Analysis

great debaters study guide answer key serves as an essential resource for
students, educators, and debate enthusiasts who wish to deepen their
understanding of the critically acclaimed film "The Great Debaters." This
study guide answer key not only complements the educational material but also
provides clarity and insight into the complex themes, historical context, and
rhetorical strategies portrayed in the film. As academic institutions
increasingly incorporate multimedia tools for teaching history and
communication, having a reliable answer key becomes pivotal for effective
learning and assessment.

Understanding the Role of the Great Debaters
Study Guide Answer Key

The primary function of the great debaters study guide answer key is to offer
authoritative answers and detailed explanations to the questions posed within
the study guide. These questions typically explore the film’s narrative,
character development, and the socio-political environment of 1930s America,
particularly the Jim Crow South. The answer key aids instructors in
evaluating student comprehension while enabling learners to self-assess and
refine their critical thinking skills.

In a broader educational context, the guide and its answer key encourage
engagement with key topics such as civil rights, persuasive communication,
and historical accuracy. They act as a bridge connecting cinematic
storytelling with academic inquiry, providing a multidimensional approach to
learning.



Comprehensive Content Coverage

The great debaters study guide answer key covers a wide array of topics,
including:

e Historical Accuracy and Context: Explaining the real-life inspiration
behind the characters and events, including the Wiley College debate
team and their groundbreaking victories.

e Character Analysis: Deep dives into the motivations, conflicts, and
growth of key figures like Melvin B. Tolson, Henry Lowe, Samantha Booke,
and James Farmer Jr.

* Rhetorical and Debate Techniques: Breakdown of persuasive strategies and
argumentation styles demonstrated in the film’s debate scenes.

e Themes and Symbolism: Exploring themes such as racial injustice,
resilience, education, and the power of words.

This detailed content coverage in the answer key ensures that users gain a
holistic understanding of both the film’'s artistic elements and its
educational value.

Features and Benefits of Using the Study Guide
Answer Key

Incorporating the great debaters study guide answer key into classroom or
individual study sessions offers several advantages:

Facilitated Learning and Assessment

By providing precise answers to complex questions, the answer key streamlines
the grading process for educators and helps learners identify areas requiring
further attention. The clarity in explanations supports differentiated
learning styles, making it accessible to a diverse student body.

Enhanced Critical Thinking

The guide encourages students to not only recall factual information but also
engage with analytical questions about the film’s social and political
commentary. The answer key, therefore, acts as a catalyst for deeper



reflection on issues such as systemic racism and the power dynamics in public
discourse.

Time Efficiency

For busy educators and students, having a ready-made answer key saves time
that would otherwise be spent researching or debating the correctness of
responses. This efficiency makes it particularly valuable in academic
settings with tight schedules.

Comparative Analysis: Great Debaters Study
Guide Answer Key Versus Other Educational
Resources

While there are numerous study guides and teaching aids for films like "The
Great Debaters," the inclusion of a detailed answer key distinguishes this
resource. Many generic study guides provide questions without comprehensive
solutions, which can lead to ambiguity or inconsistent grading.

Comparatively, some competitors offer partial answer keys or rely on
community-generated content that may lack accuracy. The officially curated
great debaters study guide answer key ensures reliability and alignment with
educational standards, making it a trusted choice for both high school and
college educators.

Integration with Curriculum Standards

One notable advantage is the alignment of the guide and its answer key with
Common Core State Standards and other curricular benchmarks. This integration
helps educators justify the use of the film and related materials within
their teaching frameworks, enhancing the resource’s pedagogical legitimacy.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

Despite its numerous benefits, users should be mindful of a few
considerations when relying on the great debaters study guide answer key:

e Interpretive Variations: Some questions, particularly those involving
thematic analysis or character motivation, may have multiple valid
interpretations. The answer key provides one authoritative perspective,



which could limit open-ended discussion unless educators adapt
accordingly.

» Dependency Risks: Over-reliance on answer keys can sometimes discourage
independent critical thinking. It is important that students use the
answer key as a guide rather than a crutch.

e Accessibility: Depending on the provider, access to the answer key might
require purchase or subscription, which could be a barrier for some
users.

Acknowledging these factors ensures that the study guide and answer key are
used as effective educational tools rather than definitive arbiters of
interpretation.

How Educators and Students Can Maximize the Use
of the Answer Key

To get the most out of the great debaters study guide answer key, consider
the following strategies:

1. Pre-Viewing Activities: Use the study guide questions without immediate
access to the answer key to promote initial engagement and hypothesis
formation.

2. Post-Viewing Review: After watching the film, employ the answer key to
verify understanding, clarify misconceptions, and deepen discussions.

3. Group Discussions: Encourage students to debate their answers before
consulting the key, fostering collaborative learning and critical
dialogue.

4. Supplementary Research: Use the answer key as a springboard for further
exploration into the historical events and figures depicted in the film.

Such methods enhance the educational value of the study guide and ensure
active participation rather than passive reception.

Digital Versus Print Formats

The availability of the great debaters study guide answer key in both digital
and print formats offers flexibility. Digital versions often include



interactive elements, hyperlinks to additional resources, and ease of
distribution, which can be beneficial for remote or hybrid learning
environments. Conversely, printed copies may appeal to traditional classrooms
and learners who prefer tangible materials.

SEO-Optimized Keywords and Phrases for Enhanced
Discoverability

Throughout this analysis, key phrases such as “great debaters study guide
answer key,” “The Great Debaters film questions,” “debate study guide
answers,” and “educational resources for The Great Debaters” have been
integrated organically. These SEO-friendly terms ensure that educators and
students searching for comprehensive study materials can find relevant, high-
quality content quickly.

In addition, related LSI keywords such as “historical debate film study,”
“Wiley College debate team,” “civil rights education resources,” and
“rhetorical analysis in film” were woven naturally into the text to broaden
the scope and reach of the article.

n

The strategic use of these keywords enhances the article’s visibility on
search engines, facilitating greater access to important educational tools
like the great debaters study guide answer key.

In summary, the great debaters study guide answer key represents a valuable
asset for anyone seeking to explore the intersection of history, rhetoric,
and cinematic storytelling. Its detailed explanations, alignment with
curricular standards, and practical application in educational settings
underscore its significance in contemporary pedagogy.
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Designed for new and experienced teachers alike, this thoroughly revised and updated edition offers
a value-packed, practical source of ready-to-use tips and strategies for meeting the challenges
teachers face everyday while organizing and managing a classroom. The third edition includes
entirely new sections on teaching English language learners, inquiry-based learning, building
positive teacher-student relationships, wrapping up the school year, and much more. The book also
features many new forms, pre-written letters, checklists, and reproducibles, along with bonus forms
and reproducibles that are available for free download from the web. Includes tools and techniques
proven to help teachers succeed in the classroom Contains new sections on teaching English
language learners, teacher-student relationships, inquiry-based learning, and more Many handy
reproducible forms, handouts, and checklists Includes access to free downloadable bonus material
on the web, including pre-written letters, reproducible forms, and worksheets

great debaters study guide answer key: Understanding Elections Levels K-2 Torrey Maloof,
2015-04-01 Provide students in grades K-2 with a clear understanding of government and politics
while teaching the voting process and democracy concepts. Teachers will appreciate the flexibility of
the lessons, activities, and interactive opportunities that integrate key literacy skills and overall
knowledge of the election process through engaging activities that include analyzing and evaluating
primary sources, participating in a mock election, making connections between paired fiction and
nonfiction texts, and solving engaging mazes and puzzles. Encourage civic discourse with this
essential social studies resource!

great debaters study guide answer key: Amplify Student Voices AnnMarie Baines, Diana
Medina, Caitlin Healy, 2023-01-26 Learn how to cultivate student voices and facilitate equitable
participation so that young people are prepared to speak up and lead when the moment calls for it.
In a world where public speaking often determines whose needs are addressed and whose values
prevail, how can we create brave classroom spaces where young people can effectively express their
thoughts and advocate for themselves and others? In Amplify Student Voices, AnnMarie Baines,
Diana Medina, and Caitlin Healy introduce Expression-Driven Teaching to show how centering youth
voices and expression in the classroom meets both academic and social and emotional learning
goals. The authors promote instruction in various forms of public speaking—storytelling, debate,
poetry, presentation, and self-advocacy—as a way to pursue equity in education and counter the
oppression that has long silenced the voices of marginalized groups. This engaging book features
extensive first-person accounts from young people who describe their journey toward effective
public speaking and how it has helped them affirm their identity, confront life's many challenges,
and pursue opportunities with increased confidence. Their insights also inform and supplement the
authors' practical recommendations and how-tos for incorporating the various public speaking
formats into everyday instruction at all grade levels and across subject areas. Both informative and
inspiring, Amplify Student Voices challenges traditional notions of good public speaking, broadens
its definition, and demonstrates how to engage learners to create a world that is more inclusive and
just.

great debaters study guide answer key: An Introduction to Black Studies Eric R. Jackson,
2023-01-31 For years, the American public education system has neglected to fully examine and
discuss the rich history of people of African descent, who have played a pivotal role in the
transformation of the United States. The establishment of Black studies departments and programs
represented a major victory for higher education and a vindication of Black scholars such as W. E. B.
Du Bois and Nathan Huggins. This emerging field sought to address omissions from numerous
disciplines as well as myriad distortions, stereotypes, and myths. In An Introduction to Black
Studies, Eric R. Jackson demonstrates the continuing need for Black studies, also known as African
American studies, in university curricula. Jackson connects the growth and impact of Black studies
to the broader context of social justice movements, emphasizing the historical and contemporary
demand for the discipline. This book features seventeen chapters that focus on the primary eight
disciplines of Black studies: history, sociology, psychology, religion, feminism, education, political
science, and the arts. Each chapter includes a biographical vignette of an important figure in African



American history, such as Frederick Douglass, Louis Armstrong, and Madam C. J. Walker, as well as
student learning objectives that provide a starting point for educators. This valuable work speaks to
the strength and rigor of the field, its importance to the formal educational process, and its
relevance to the United States and the world.

great debaters study guide answer key: Addressing Global Challenges - Exploring
Socio-Cultural Dynamics and Sustainable Solutions in a Changing World Parfait M.
Eloundou-Enyegue, 2024-07-04 The International Symposium on Humanities and Social Sciences:
Addressing Global Challenges-Exploring Socio-Cultural Dynamics and Sustainable Solutions in a
Changing World (ISHSS 2023) unfolds as a crucial academic undertaking, centred around the
overarching theme of intellectual synergy and inquiry. This conference serves as a vibrant forum,
facilitating discussions on a wide array of subjects within the realms of humanities and social
sciences. The curated collection of proceedings encapsulates an expansive spectrum of subject
areas, transcending disciplinary boundaries to encapsulate sociology, anthropology, history, and
beyond. The significance of this compilation lies not only in the wealth of knowledge it imparts but
also in its potential to resonate with a diverse audience. From academicians to practitioners, the
discourse transcends traditional boundaries, offering insights that cater to the intellectual curiosity
of a broad audience. The Open Access version of this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has
been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives
(CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

great debaters study guide answer key: Teach Them ALL to Read Elaine K. McEwan,
2009-07-15 The second edition of Elaine McEwan's book is a user-friendly guide that integrates
research into practice. It carefully explains the research behind reading development and provides
truly clear, no-nonsense steps to implement the best practices of instruction. McEwan does not
sugar-coat how difficult teaching reading can be, but she provides powerful methods for achieving it.
—]Jennifer Sandberg, Curriculum/Reading Coordinator Sutherland Public School, NE Provide
effective reading instruction for every student in your classroom and schoolwide! To successfully
teach reading, teachers have to first believe that all children can learn to read—and then they have
to turn that belief into a reality. In this thoroughly updated and revised version of her best-selling
book, Elaine K. McEwan guides educators through the challenging but crucial work of teaching
every child how to read. Written for all teachers as well as administrators, this resource covers
strategies for nine essential components of effective reading instruction: phonemic awareness,
phonics, spelling, fluency, developing a reading culture, providing opportunities to read, writing,
word knowledge, and comprehension. This second edition features: The most up-to-date research in
reading instruction Effective instructional practices and strategies Brief vignettes and graphic
organizers that illustrate and summarize key concepts A comprehensive case study of one district’s
remarkable success This resource reveals precisely how educators in successful schools are teaching
students to read—and how all educators can achieve the same results in their schools!

great debaters study guide answer key: Make Your Point! Michael H. Lubetsky, 2007-08-15
This valuable workbook and downloadable audio can turn any ESL student into an accomplished
debater! Make Your Point! opens the world of formal debate to the English learner. Debate
fundamentals are taught form the first chapter in a student-centered format suitable for large and
small classes alike. Each of the ten chapters offers a language focus and a debatable focus. As
students learn new debate skills, they also build important language skills. All task chains integrate
speaking, listening, reading and writing activities. Most activities are intended for pairs and small
groups. Neither the learners nor the teacher needs any prior debate experience to use this text
successfully. This debate course promotes other forms of oral communication—such as discussion,
recitation and speech-making—as well as more general activities, such as summarizing and taking
notes.

great debaters study guide answer key: Resources in Education, 1999

great debaters study guide answer key: English Alison Head, 2008 Learn and Practise
provides a focused set of learning books for attainment levels 3, 4 and 5. Level 5 English contains



accessible revision content and clear practice material on a double-page spread appropriate to that
ability level.

great debaters study guide answer key: Keys to Inspiration Steve Ford, 2018-02-06
Student-centered instruction is the buzzword among today’s educators, yet the teaching of writing is
still very top-down. Student-centered should mean student-inspired, and that’s where Keys to
Inspiration comes in. The path to a writer’s truth always starts with an emotion, and almost all forms
of writing contain at least a trace of emotional DNA. This book shows teachers how to align emotion
with subject matter, and it offers them lessons and projects (from challenging writing exercises to
larger projects, such as memoir, research reports, and editorials) that resonate with young authors.
While Keys to Inspiration focuses sharply on content, it contains an instructive mechanics section
and an Appendix of unique word lists (emotion-related words, themed spelling lists, and alternatives
to “went” and “said,” to name a few), as well as a few grammar worksheets. Once motivated, young
authors must learn to describe with detail, meddle with metaphor, and mind their mechanics.
Veteran writing instructor Steve Ford offers many lessons and exercises that will polish students’
narrative skills, and he alerts teachers to the common spelling, punctuation, and grammar mistakes
that young writers need to learn to avoid.

great debaters study guide answer key: A Survey of Hinduism Klaus K. Klostermaier,
1994-01-01 This revision reflects recent developments and events in India. In particular, a new Part
has been added entitled The Meeting of East and West in India which contains a new chapter on
Mahatma Gandhi. There is also a new chapter on the position of women in Hinduism. In addition to
the added chapters, the entire book has been rewritten with many new illustrations and maps. This
book provides a comprehensive survey of the Hindu tradition, dealing with the history of Hinduism,
the sacred writings of the Hindus, the Hindu worldview, and the specifics of the major branches of
Hinduism--Vaisnavism, S aivism, and S aktism. It also focuses on the geographical ties of Hinduism
with the land of India, the social order created by Hinduism, and the various systems of Hindu
thought. Klostermaier describes the new development of Hinduism in the 19th and 20th centuries,
including present-day political Hinduism and the efforts to turn Hinduism into a modern-world
religion. A unique feature of this book is its treatment of Hinduism in a topical fashion, rather than
by chronological description of the development of Hinduism or by summary of the literature. The
complexities of Hindu life and thought are thus made real to the reader. Hindus will recognize it as
their own tradition.

great debaters study guide answer key: Pitman's Journal of Commercial Education ,
1893

great debaters study guide answer key: Teaching Engineering Phillip C. Wankat, Frank S.
Oreovicz, 2015 This book aims to cover all aspects of teaching engineering and other technical
subjects. It presents both practical matters and educational theories in a format that will be useful
for both new and experienced teachers.

great debaters study guide answer key: Essential Questions Jay McTighe, Grant P. Wiggins,
2013 This book from the authors of Understanding by Design explores how to design and frame
essential questions that prompt students to think deeply and create a more stimulating environment
for learning.

great debaters study guide answer key: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1973

great debaters study guide answer key: Justice Library Review United States. Dept. of
Justice. Library, 1940

great debaters study guide answer key: Key Competences and New Literacies Maria
Dobryakova, Isak Froumin, Kirill Barannikov, Gemma Moss, Igor Remorenko, Jarkko Hautamaki,
2023-08-22 This edited book is a unique comprehensive discussion of 21st century skills in education
in a comparative perspective. It presents investigation on how eight very different countries (China,
Canada, England, Finland, Poland, South Korea, the USA and Russia) have attempted to integrate
key competences and new literacies into their curricula and balance them with the acquisition of
disciplinary knowledge. Bringing together psychological, sociological, pedagogical approaches, the




book also explores theoretical underpinnings of 21st century skills and offers a scalable solution to
align multiple competency and literacy frameworks. The book provides a conceptual framework for
curriculum reform and transformation of school practice designed to ensure that every school
graduate thrives in our technologically and culturally changing world. By providing eight empirical
portraits of competence-driven curriculum reform, this book is great resource to educational
researchers and policy makers.

great debaters study guide answer key: Job The Navigators, 2018-08-07 This Bible study on
the book of Job delves deep into the Scripture to see how brokenness can yield hope and a new
maturity in Christ.

great debaters study guide answer key: Speech and Debate as Civic Education J. Michael
Hogan, Jessica A. Kurr, Michael ]J. Bergmaier, Jeremy D. Johnson, 2017-11-08 In an era increasingly
marked by polarized and unproductive political debates, this volume makes the case for a renewed
emphasis on teaching speech and debate, both in and outside of the classroom. Speech and debate
education leads students to better understand their First Amendment rights and the power of
speaking. It teaches them to work together collaboratively to solve problems, and it encourages
critical thinking, reasoned and fact-based argumentation, and respect for differing viewpoints in our
increasingly diverse and global society. Highlighting the need for more emphasis on the ethics and
skills of democratic deliberation, the contributors to this volume—leading scholars, teachers, and
coaches in speech and debate programs around the country—offer new ideas for reinvigorating
curricular and co-curricular speech and debate by recovering and reinventing their historical
mission as civic education. Combining historical case studies, theoretical reflections, and reports on
programs that utilize rhetorical pedagogies to educate for citizenship, Speech and Debate as Civic
Education is a first-of-its-kind collection of the best ideas for reinventing and revitalizing the civic
mission of speech and debate for a new generation of students. In addition to the editors, the
contributors to this volume include Jenn Anderson, Michael D. Bartanen, Ann Crigler, Sara A.
Mehltretter Drury, David A. Frank, G. Thomas Goodnight, Ronald Walter Greene, Taylor W. Hahn,
Darrin Hicks, Edward A. Hinck, Jin Huang, Una Kimokeo-Goes, Rebecca A. Kuehl, Lorand Laskai,
Tim Lewis, Robert S. Littlefield, Allan D. Louden, Paul E. Mabrey III, Jamie McKown, Gordon R.
Mitchell, Catherine H. Palczewski, Angela G. Ray, Robert C. Rowland, Minhee Son, Sarah Stone
Watt, Melissa Maxcy Wade, David Weeks, Carly S. Woods, and David Zarefsky.
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