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American Speech Language Hearing Association Definition of Language: Understanding
Communication in Depth

american speech language hearing association definition of language serves as a
foundational concept for professionals in speech-language pathology and audiology.
Language, in its essence, is far more than just a means of communication—it is a complex
system that shapes how we express ideas, emotions, and intentions. The American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) provides a thorough and practical definition that
helps clarify what language truly encompasses, especially for clinicians, educators, and
researchers working with individuals facing communication challenges.

In this article, we will explore the ASHA definition of language, unpack its components,
and discuss how this understanding plays a crucial role in speech and hearing sciences.
We’ll also touch on related terms like speech development, communication disorders, and
language acquisition, providing a broad view of how language fits within the human
communication spectrum.

What is the American Speech Language Hearing
Association Definition of Language?

According to ASHA, language is defined as “a complex and dynamic system of
conventional symbols that is used in various modes for thought and communication.” This
definition highlights several important elements:

- **Complex and dynamic system:** Language is not static; it evolves and adapts over
time.

- **Conventional symbols:** These symbols include words, gestures, signs, or sounds
agreed upon by a community.

- **Various modes:** Language can be expressed through speaking, writing, signing, or
other forms.

- **Used for thought and communication:** Language enables not only the exchange of
information but also internal cognitive processes.

This definition underscores that language is much more than just spoken words. It
includes written language, sign language, and even nonverbal communication patterns
that convey meaning among individuals. ASHA’s comprehensive standpoint is vital in
understanding how language functions in everyday life and clinical settings.

Breaking Down the Components of Language



To truly appreciate the ASHA definition, it helps to delve into the key components that
make up language. These components are often the focus in speech-language pathology
and are essential for evaluating and treating communication disorders.

1. Phonology

Phonology refers to the sound system of a language—the rules that govern the way sounds
are organized and used. For example, in English, certain sounds can combine to form
words, while others cannot. Phonological awareness is critical for reading, speaking, and
understanding language.

2. Morphology

Morphology deals with the structure of words and the smallest units of meaning, called
morphemes. For instance, adding “-ed” to a verb typically indicates past tense.
Understanding morphology helps explain how we form different word types and meanings.

3. Syntax

Syntax involves the rules that dictate how words are combined to form sentences. The
order of words can change meaning entirely, so syntax governs the arrangement and
structure that make language understandable.

4. Semantics

Semantics is the study of meaning in language—how words and sentences convey ideas
and concepts. It deals with vocabulary, the relationships between words, and how context
influences interpretation.

5. Pragmatics

Pragmatics focuses on the social rules and context of language use. It examines how
people use language appropriately in different situations, such as knowing when to take
turns in conversation or understanding figurative language.

By understanding these five components, professionals can better assess language
development and identify where breakdowns occur in individuals with speech or language
impairments.



The Role of Language in Communication and
Thought

ASHA'’s definition recognizes language’s dual role: facilitating communication between
people and supporting internal thought processes. This distinction is vital because it
shows language is not just an external tool but also an internal cognitive function.

Language as Communication

In communication, language enables people to share information, feelings, and ideas.
Whether it’s a child asking for a toy, a teacher explaining a concept, or a person telling a
story, language acts as the bridge that connects minds. Effective communication relies on
the speaker’s ability to encode messages and the listener’s ability to decode them.

Language as Thought

Language also shapes how we think. Cognitive scientists argue that language influences
our perception of reality and problem-solving skills. For instance, the words we know can
affect how we categorize objects or remember events. This internal use of language
supports planning, reasoning, and self-regulation.

Implications of ASHA’s Definition for Speech-
Language Pathology

For speech-language pathologists (SLPs) and audiologists, ASHA’s definition of language
provides a framework for evaluating and treating communication disorders. It guides
clinical practice by emphasizing the multifaceted nature of language.

Identifying Language Disorders

Understanding that language includes phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics helps clinicians pinpoint where a child or adult may struggle. For example:

- A child with phonological disorder may have difficulty producing certain speech sounds.
- Someone with pragmatic language impairment might find it challenging to engage in
social conversations appropriately.

- A person with semantic difficulties may have limited vocabulary and trouble
understanding word meanings.



Language vs. Speech: Clarifying the Difference

ASHA also distinguishes between language and speech. While language is the system of
symbols and rules, speech is the physical act of producing sounds. This distinction is
crucial because a person may have normal language abilities but impaired speech (e.g.,
stuttering), or vice versa.

Supporting Language Development

SLPs often work on fostering language acquisition in children and adults, especially those
with developmental delays, aphasia after stroke, or other communication challenges.
Using ASHA’s comprehensive definition allows for targeted interventions that address all
aspects of language.

Language Acquisition and Development: A
Natural Process

Language acquisition refers to how people naturally learn language, especially in
childhood. ASHA’s definition helps frame this process as dynamic and adaptable, shaped
by environmental exposure and cognitive growth.

Stages of Language Development

Typically, children progress through recognizable stages:

¢ Pre-linguistic stage: Babbling and early vocalizations.
¢ First words: Around 12 months, children begin using single words.

e Two-word combinations: Around 18-24 months, children start forming simple
phrases.

e Complex sentences: Later toddler years involve more grammar and vocabulary
expansion.

Monitoring these stages helps identify if a child is meeting developmental milestones or
requires additional support.



Factors Influencing Language Development

Several variables can impact language growth, including:

- **Exposure to language:** Rich verbal interactions promote faster learning.

- **Hearing ability:** Hearing loss can delay or alter language acquisition.

- **Cognitive skills:** Memory, attention, and processing affect language learning.

- **Social environment:** Interaction with caregivers and peers fosters pragmatic skills.

The Broader Impact of Understanding Language

Grasping ASHA'’s definition of language extends beyond clinical practice. It enriches how
educators teach literacy, how parents support children’s communication, and how society
values diverse communication modes such as sign language.

By appreciating language’s complexity, we become more empathetic toward those facing
communication disorders and better equipped to support inclusive communication
environments.

Language is a living, evolving system that connects us all. The American Speech Language
Hearing Association definition of language offers a clear, detailed lens through which
professionals and laypeople alike can understand the intricate nature of human
communication. Whether in therapy, education, or daily conversation, this understanding
helps unlock the power of language to inform, connect, and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association's (ASHA) definition of language?

ASHA defines language as a complex and dynamic system of conventional symbols used
for thought and communication. It involves the comprehension and use of spoken, written,
and signed modalities.

How does ASHA describe the components of language?

According to ASHA, language consists of the components of form (phonology, morphology,
syntax), content (semantics), and use (pragmatics).

Why is the ASHA definition of language important for



speech-language pathologists?

The ASHA definition provides a foundational framework for speech-language pathologists
to assess, diagnose, and treat language disorders by understanding the multifaceted
nature of language.

Does ASHA'’s definition of language include nonverbal
communication?

ASHA'’s definition primarily focuses on conventional symbolic systems used for
communication, including spoken, written, and signed languages, but nonverbal
communication like gestures is generally considered separately.

How does ASHA differentiate between language and
speech?

ASHA distinguishes language as a symbolic system used for communication involving
meaning, while speech is the physical production of sounds to convey language.

Is the ASHA definition of language applicable to all age
groups?

Yes, ASHA'’s definition of language applies across the lifespan, encompassing language
development, use, and comprehension in children and adults.

How does ASHA'’s definition of language address
language disorders?

ASHA'’s definition highlights the complexity of language, which helps in identifying
disruptions in form, content, or use, aiding in the diagnosis and treatment of language
disorders.

Where can I find the official ASHA definition of
language?

The official definition can be found on the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association’s website, particularly in their resources related to language development and
disorders.

Additional Resources

American Speech Language Hearing Association Definition of Language: An In-Depth
Exploration

american speech language hearing association definition of language serves as a
foundational pillar for professionals in communication sciences and disorders. As a leading



authority in the fields of speech, language, and hearing, the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA) provides a nuanced and comprehensive understanding of
language that informs clinical practices, research methodologies, and educational
frameworks. This article delves into ASHA'’s definition of language, examining its
components, implications, and how it compares to other interpretations within linguistics
and communication sciences.

Understanding ASHA'’s Definition of Language

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association defines language as “a complex and
dynamic system of conventional symbols that is used in various modes for thought and
communication.” This definition highlights several critical aspects that distinguish
language within the broader spectrum of human communication. The emphasis on
complexity and dynamism signals that language is not static but evolves over time and
adapts to social contexts. Moreover, the mention of “conventional symbols” underscores
the rule-governed nature of language, where meaning is shared and understood within a
linguistic community.

This definition also recognizes multiple modes of language, including spoken, written, and
signed forms. This inclusivity reflects ASHA’s commitment to encompassing diverse
communication methods, which is essential for clinical professionals who work with
individuals with speech and language disorders, including those who use augmentative
and alternative communication (AAC).

Key Features of Language According to ASHA

The ASHA definition can be broken down into distinct features that are vital to
understanding language in both theoretical and applied contexts:

e Complexity: Language involves intricate systems of rules that govern phonology,
morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.

e Dynamism: Language changes across time, social contexts, and individual
experiences.

e Conventional Symbols: Language relies on agreed-upon symbols—words, signs, or
gestures—that represent ideas or objects.

e Multiple Modes: Language is not limited to speech but includes writing, sign
language, and other forms.

¢ Purpose of Communication and Thought: Language facilitates both interpersonal
communication and internal cognitive processes.



These features illustrate that ASHA’s definition aligns closely with contemporary linguistic
theory while explicitly incorporating clinical considerations relevant to speech-language
pathologists and audiologists.

Comparing ASHA’s Definition with Other
Linguistic Perspectives

Linguistic scholars often define language as a structured system of communication based
on arbitrary symbols, governed by grammatical rules. For instance, Noam Chomsky’s
generative grammar framework emphasizes the innate, rule-based capacity of the human
brain to generate infinite sentences. In contrast, ASHA’s definition broadens this
perspective by incorporating the functional use of language in communication and
thought, not merely focusing on syntactic structures.

Furthermore, ASHA'’s definition is pragmatic and clinically oriented, reflecting the
association’s role in serving individuals with communication disorders. This practical
approach contrasts with purely theoretical definitions, emphasizing language’s role in
social interaction and cognitive functioning.

Additionally, ASHA'’s inclusivity of multiple modes of language usage is significant when
compared to traditional definitions centered primarily on spoken or written forms. This
inclusive perspective acknowledges the legitimacy and complexity of signed languages
and other forms of communication, which is essential for comprehensive speech-language
pathology practice.

Implications for Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology

The ASHA definition of language directly impacts how professionals assess, diagnose, and
treat language disorders. Understanding language as a dynamic and multifaceted system
encourages clinicians to consider not only structural language components but also the
functional use of language in real-life contexts.

For example, pragmatics—the use of language in social situations—is increasingly
recognized as critical in diagnosing conditions like autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
ASHA'’s definition supports this holistic view, promoting interventions that go beyond
syntax and semantics to target communicative competence within social environments.

Moreover, recognizing multiple modes of language supports the use of AAC devices and
alternative communication strategies for individuals with limited verbal abilities. ASHA’s
broad definition validates these methods as legitimate forms of language, emphasizing
their importance in facilitating effective communication.



Language Development and Disorders Through
ASHA'’s Lens

Another vital dimension of ASHA'’s definition is its applicability to language development
and disorders. Language acquisition is seen as a natural, developmental process
influenced by biological, cognitive, and environmental factors. ASHA’s framework provides
guidance on normal language milestones and identifies deviations that might signal
disorders.

Speech-language pathologists rely on this definition to evaluate expressive and receptive
language skills, ensuring comprehensive assessments that encompass form, content, and
use. For instance, disorders such as aphasia, dyslexia, and language delay are understood
through the prism of how language components and modalities are affected.

By defining language as a “complex and dynamic system,” ASHA encourages ongoing
research and clinical innovation to address the evolving needs of diverse populations,
including bilingual individuals and those with neurogenic communication disorders.

The Role of Culture and Context in Language According
to ASHA

ASHA'’s definition implicitly acknowledges that language is deeply embedded in cultural
and contextual frameworks. Language use varies across social groups, settings, and
purposes, requiring professionals to adopt culturally responsive approaches.

In clinical practice, this means that speech-language pathologists must consider dialectical
differences, bilingualism, and varying communication norms to provide equitable and
effective services. ASHA'’s definition, by emphasizing conventional symbols and modes,
supports this culturally sensitive perspective, recognizing that language is not monolithic
but richly diverse.

Conclusion: The Significance of ASHA’s Definition
in Contemporary Practice

The American Speech Language Hearing Association definition of language is more than
an academic statement; it is a guiding principle that shapes the practice of thousands of
professionals worldwide. By framing language as a complex, dynamic, and multifunctional
system, ASHA provides a framework that accommodates the diversity of human
communication and the challenges faced by individuals with language disorders.

This definition promotes a holistic understanding that bridges theory and practice,
incorporating linguistic structure, cognitive function, social interaction, and cultural
context. For clinicians, educators, and researchers, embracing this comprehensive view
facilitates innovative approaches to assessment, intervention, and advocacy in the realm of



communication sciences and disorders.
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2019-03-01 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Human Communication Sciences and Disorders is an in-depth
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readers to evaluate past and current clinical and educational practices in language intervention at
school-age levels; (2) to present intervention goals and activities that are theoretically-sound but
may require further research scrutiny; (3) to explore aspects of curriculum-relevant language
intervention for students with language learning disabilities; (4) to provide guidelines for
school-based practitioners that clarify how professionals with diverse backgrounds and roles share
responsibility in language, literacy, and academic programming. While taking a strong
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language/language disorders’ perspective, the text would be a useful resource for teachers and
other specialists who share students with language learning disabilities (LLD) with their
school-based speech-language pathologists (SLPs). New to the Second Edition * A new chapter,
“Application Activities to Stretch Your Knowledge,” includes problems with possible answers and
rationales that review significant concepts in language and literacy with a focus on adolescents * A
roadmap to scenarios and reports and key information at the beginning of the text * Application
activities in Chapter 10 with icons that highlight easy access to key information and connections
with understanding the “Whys” Key Features * Questions at the beginning of each chapter that
reflect concerns of SLPs and their teams * Projects and assignments that supplement and review the
material * Examples of teaching modules with practical lesson plans that integrate the role of SLPs
in Interprofessional Practices (IPP) while explicitly addressing the curriculum across a variety of
subject areas
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Communication Sciences & Disorders Paul T. Fogle, 2017-10-20 Fully revised and updated,
Essentials of Communication Sciences and Disorders, Second Edition is an accessible and engaging
introductory resource for students new to communication sciences and disorders. This text covers
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and personal stories paint a vivid picture of the profession. Important Notice: The digital edition of
this book is missing some of the images or content found in the physical edition.
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structures.
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Linguistics provides a comprehensive overview of the ways in which Asian languages should be
conceptualized as a whole, the distinct characteristics of each language group, and the relationships
and results of interactions between the languages and language families in Asia. Asia is the largest
and the most populous continent on Earth, and the site of many of the first civilizations. This
Handbook aims to provide a systematic overview of Asian languages in both theoretical and
functional perspectives, optimally combining the two in intercultural settings. In other words, the
text will provide a reference for researchers of individual Asian languages or language groups
against the background of the entire range of Asian languages. Not only does the Handbook act as a
reference to a particular language, it also connects each language to other Asian languages in the
perspective of the entire Asian continent. Cultural roles and communicative functions of language
are also emphasized as an important domain where the various Asian languages interact and shape
each other. With extensive coverage of both theoretical and applied linguistic topics, The Routledge
Handbook of Asian Linguistics is an indispensable resource for students and researchers working in
this area.
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course of language development within the clinical context of language assessment and intervention.
The Second Edition examines the biological, developmental, and environmental systems of
neurotypical children, and the role of these systems as linguistic input in the child’s environment
contributing to language development. This comprehensive resource, written and contributed by




over 20 experts in the field, provides students with an understanding of the foundations of language
development in terms of each individual child’s communication needs. With case studies woven
throughout the text, students are able to follow the progress of children with normal language
development as well as those showing signs of problems. These cases and clinical practice
applications will help students prepare for the clinical challenges they will face in their professional
careers. Every year, new information, new theories, and new evidence are published about
development to explain the complexities that create and facilitate the language acquisition process.
The authors who have contributed to this text provide the latest research and perspectives on
language development among neurotypical children. This valuable text bridges biological,
environmental, technological, and professional venues to advance the development of professionals
and children alike. What’s new in the Second Edition? « New chapter on syntactic development
including morphology ¢« New chapter covering school-age language * New case study highlighting
school-age language * Expanded content on morphology including morphological analysis Instructor
Resources: PowerPoint Presentations, Test Bank Student Resources: Companion Website Every new
copy of the text includes an access code for the companion website. eBook offerings do not include
an access code.
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the best outcomes for students with disabilities. Through clear language and practical examples,
authors Diane P. Bryant, Brian R. Bryant, and Deborah D. Smith show how to create truly inclusive
classrooms through evidence-based practices and hands-on strategies. The Second Edition includes
strategically reorganized chapters, a new chapter devoted to differentiated instruction, and new
classroom footage and teacher interviews illustrating how readers can implement the strategies
discussed in their own classrooms. With the help of this supportive guide, educators will be inspired
to teach students with disabilities in inclusive settings and be properly equipped to do so effectively.
A Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Premium Video Included in the interactive eBook!
SAGE Premium Video tools and resources boost comprehension and bolster analysis. Interactive
eBook Your students save when you bundle the print version with the Interactive eBook (Bundle
ISBN: 978-1-5443-7037-8), which includes access to SAGE Premium Video and other multimedia
tools. SAGE coursepacks SAGE coursepacks makes it easy to import our quality instructor and
student resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS). Intuitive and
simple to use, SAGE coursepacks allows you to customize course content to meet your students’
needs. SAGE edge This companion website offers both instructors and students a robust online
environment with an impressive array of teaching and learning resources.

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Encyclopedia of
Special Education Cecil R. Reynolds, Elaine Fletcher-Janzen, 2007-01-02 Offers a thoroughly revised,
comprehensive A to Z compilation of authoritative information on the education of those with special
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american speech language hearing association definition of language: Hearing on the
Reauthorization of the Education of the Handicapped Act Amendments of 1984 United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select Education, 1984

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Mild Traumatic
Brain Injury Rehabilitation Toolkit Margaret M. Weightman, Mary Vining Radomski, Pauline A.
Mashima, Borden Institute (U.S.), Carole R. Roth, 2014 NOTE: NO FURTHER DISSCOUNT ON THIS
PRODUCT TITLE --OVERSTOCK SALE -- Significantly reduced list price Traumatic brain injury (TBI)
is a complex condition for which limited research exists. The recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan
have resulted in numerous service members returning home after sustaining TBI, and healthcare



providers scrambling to find resources on how to treat them. This toolkit is a comprehensive source
of inventories and therapy options for treating service members with mild TBI. All aspects of mild
TBI are covered, including vestibular disorders, vision impairment, balance issues, posttraumatic
headache, temporomandibular dysfunction, cognition, and fitness, among others. With easy-to-follow
treatment options and evaluation instruments, this toolkit is a one-stop resource for clinicians and
therapists working with patients with mild TBI.
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People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities across the Lifespan I. Leslie Rubin,
Joav Merrick, Donald E. Greydanus, Dilip R. Patel, 2016-04-25 This book provides a broad overview
of quality health care for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). It focuses on
providing the reader a practical approach to dealing with the health and well-being of people with
IDD in general terms as well as in dealing with specific conditions. In addition, it offers the reader a
perspective from many different points of view in the health care delivery system as well as in
different parts of the world. This is the 3rd , and much expanded edition, of a text that was first
published in 1989 (Lea and Fibiger). The second edition was published in 2006 (Paul Brookes) and
has been used as a formal required text in training programs for physicians, nurses and nurse
practitioners as well as by administrators who are responsible for programs serving people with
IDD. This book is considered the “Bible” in the field of health care for people with IDD since 1989
when the first edition came out.

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Cases John W.
Oller, Stephen D. Oller, Linda C. Badon, 2009-07-01

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Language
Disorders in Children Mahabalagiri N. Hegde, Christine A. Maul, 2006 Provides an
all-encompassing look at the treatment of language disorders in various clinical populations,
including children with autism, developmental disability, hearing loss, and neurological impairment.
Includes practical and jargon-free descriptions of theoretical concepts and treatment procedures
ensure clinicians can readily implement the procedures in their practice.

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Handbook of
Central Auditory Processing Disorder, Volume I, Second Edition Frank E. Musiek, Gail D. Chermalk,
2013-11-06 Chermak and Musiek's two-volume, award-winning handbooks are back in newly revised
editions. Extensively revised and expanded, Volume I provides comprehensive coverage of the
auditory neuroscience and clinical science needed to accurately diagnose the range of
developmental and acquired central auditory processing disorders in children, adults, and older
adults. Building on the excellence achieved with the best-selling 1st editions which earned the 2007
Speech, Language, and Hearing Book of the Year Award, the second editions include contributions
from world-renowned authors detailing major advances in auditory neuroscience and cognitive
science; diagnosis; best practice intervention strategies in clinical and school settings; as well as
emerging and future directions in diagnosis and intervention. Exciting new chapters for Volume II
include: Development of the Central Auditory Nervous System, by Jos J. EggermontCausation:
Neuroanatomic Abnormalities, Neurological Disorders, and Neuromaturational Delays, by Gail D.
Chermak and Frank E. MusiekCentral Auditory Processing As Seen From Dichotic Listening Studies,
by Kenneth Hugdahl and Turid HellandAuditory Processing (Disorder): An Intersection of Cognitive,
Sensory, and Reward Circuits, by Karen Banai and Nina KrausClinical and Research Issues in CAPD,
by Jeffrey Weihing, Teri James Bellis, Gail D. Chermak, and Frank E. MusiekPrimer on Clinical
Decision Analysis, by Jeffrey Weihing and Sam AtchersonCase Studies, by Annette E. HurleyThe
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Neurologic Music Therapy Michael Thaut, Volker Hoemberg, 2016 A landmark text presenting a
new and revolutionary model of music in rehabilitation, therapy and medicine that is scientifically
validated and clinically tested. Each of the 20 clinical techniques is described in detail with specific
exercises, richly illustrated and with background information regarding research and clinical



diagnoses.

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Educational
Psychology Steven R. Wininger, Antony D. Norman, Bruce W. Tuckman, 2025-01-07 Educational
Psychology distills the latest research into actionable steps to help students build a solid,
evidence-based teaching plan as they prepare to go into the classroom. This text takes a
meta-cognitive approach, asking students to think about their dual role as both teachers and
learners so they can understand not just what to do in the classroom, but the why behind it.
Motivation is at the heart of Educational Psychology. The authors address the challenges of fostering
motivation by offering a practical framework for teachers. This text helps teachers enhance student
motivation and links it to other key themes and concepts discussed in the book. Rather than taking
an encyclopedic approach, the authors group chapters by topic to help readers remember concepts
and connect best practices to big ideas in educational psychology. The text blends scholarship with
application by using vignettes, examples, case studies, and practical teaching strategies so students
be both methodical and creative in their future classrooms.

american speech language hearing association definition of language: Special
Education in Contemporary Society Richard M. M. Gargiulo, Richard M. Gargiulo - Professor
Emeritus, Emily C. Bouck, 2019-12-05 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction
to Exceptionality offers a comprehensive, engaging, and readable introduction to the dynamic field
of special education. Grounded in research and updated to reflect the most current thinking and
standards of the field, this book provides students with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs
that are crucial to constructing learning environments that allow all students to reach their full
potential. Authors Richard M. Gargiulo and Emily C. Bouck encourage a deep awareness and
understanding of the human side of special education, providing students with a look into the lives of
exceptional students and their families, as well as the teachers that work with exceptional persons
throughout their lives. The Seventh Edition maintains the broad context and research focus for
which the book is known while expanding on current trends and contemporary issues to better serve
both pre-service and in-service teachers of exceptional individuals. This title is accompanied by a
complete teaching and learning package.
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in the workforce are jeopardized as a result. Promoting the Educational Success of Children and
Youth Learning English: Promising Futures examines how evidence based on research relevant to
the development of DLLs/ELs from birth to age 21 can inform education and health policies and
related practices that can result in better educational outcomes. This report makes
recommendations for policy, practice, and research and data collection focused on addressing the
challenges in caring for and educating DLLs/ELs from birth to grade 12.
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