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What Language Is Spoken in the Dominican Republic? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape

what language is spoken in the dominican republic is a question that often comes up for
travelers, language enthusiasts, and those curious about Caribbean cultures. Nestled on the island of
Hispaniola, sharing the land with Haiti, the Dominican Republic boasts a rich cultural heritage that is
reflected in its language. Understanding the linguistic environment here not only enriches your travel
experience but also offers deeper insights into the country's history and identity.

The Official Language: Spanish in the Dominican
Republic

At the heart of the Dominican Republic’s linguistic identity is Spanish. Spanish is the official and
overwhelmingly predominant language spoken by the vast majority of the population. This Caribbean
nation’s Spanish is vibrant and distinctive, shaped by centuries of history, colonization, and cultural
exchange.

Dominican Spanish: A Unique Dialect

While Spanish is the primary language, the way it is spoken in the Dominican Republic has its own
unique flavor. Dominican Spanish differs somewhat from the Spanish spoken in Spain or other Latin
American countries. It is characterized by its rhythmic intonation, rapid pace, and particular
pronunciation patterns.

For example, in Dominican Spanish, the letters “s” at the end of syllables or words are often aspirated
or dropped, giving the language a softer and sometimes breezier sound. Additionally, the “r” and “l”
sounds at the end of syllables can interchange, a trait known as lambdacism or rotacism. These
phonetic quirks make Dominican Spanish instantly recognizable to native speakers from other
regions.

Influences on Dominican Spanish

The Spanish spoken in the Dominican Republic has been influenced by several factors, including:

- **Taino Language:** The indigenous Taino people contributed some vocabulary and place names,
though the language itself is extinct.
- **African Languages:** Due to the transatlantic slave trade, African linguistic elements have blended
into the local Spanish, affecting rhythm and vocabulary.
- **Immigration:** Waves of immigrants from Europe and the Middle East introduced new words and
expressions.



This melting pot of influences has resulted in a Spanish dialect that is colorful, expressive, and deeply
tied to Dominican culture.

Other Languages Spoken in the Dominican Republic

While Spanish dominates, the Dominican Republic is not entirely monolingual. Other languages have
a presence, though their use is more limited compared to Spanish.

English and Tourism

Because the Dominican Republic is a popular tourist destination, English is widely understood in major
tourist hubs such as Punta Cana, Santo Domingo, and Puerto Plata. Hotel staff, tour guides, and
business people involved in tourism often speak English to accommodate visitors.

However, outside these areas, English proficiency tends to drop significantly. For travelers planning to
explore beyond the resorts, having some basic Spanish phrases handy can make a big difference.

Creole Languages and Haitian Influence

Since the island of Hispaniola is shared with Haiti, Haitian Creole is spoken by a significant minority,
especially among Haitian immigrants and their descendants within the Dominican Republic. Haitian
Creole is a French-based creole language with influences from African languages, and it serves as the
native tongue for many Haitians residing in the country.

The Dominican government recognizes the presence of Haitian Creole speakers but Spanish remains
the official language in education, government, and public life.

Other Minor Languages

There are small communities and expatriate groups that speak other languages, including:

- English (among expatriates and returnees)
- French (due to proximity to Haiti and some immigrant communities)
- Various Indigenous languages, though these are mostly historical and no longer widely spoken.

Learning Spanish for a Visit to the Dominican Republic

If you’re wondering about what language is spoken in the dominican republic because you’re planning
a trip, learning some Spanish can be incredibly rewarding. Not only does it help with communication,
but it also opens doors to richer cultural experiences.



Useful Tips for Learning Dominican Spanish

- **Focus on listening skills:** Dominican Spanish has a fast pace and unique pronunciation. Watching
local TV shows or listening to Dominican music can help attune your ear.
- **Learn common phrases and slang:** Dominicans love to use colloquialisms and slang, such as
“¿Qué lo qué?” (What’s up?) or “vaina” (thing or situation). Understanding these can make
interactions more engaging.
- **Practice speaking with natives:** If possible, converse with Dominicans either in person or through
language exchange platforms to get comfortable with the accent and rhythm.

Even a basic grasp of Spanish will enhance your stay, whether you’re navigating markets, ordering
food, or making new friends.

The Role of Language in Dominican Culture

Language in the Dominican Republic is more than just a tool for communication—it’s a vital part of
identity and cultural expression. Music genres like merengue and bachata are sung in Spanish, poetry
and literature flourish in the language, and storytelling traditions pass down history and values.

The way Dominicans speak reflects their warmth, humor, and resilience. Understanding the linguistic
nuances offers a window into the soul of the nation.

Language and Social Interaction

In everyday life, Dominicans use language to connect and build relationships. Greetings are often
elaborate and friendly, with questions about one’s family and well-being common in conversations.

The informal use of language, including nicknames and playful teasing, is prevalent and reflects the
close-knit nature of Dominican communities. Visitors who appreciate these linguistic customs often
find it easier to bond with locals.

The Future of Language in the Dominican Republic

As the Dominican Republic continues to grow economically and culturally, language remains a
dynamic aspect of its society. Spanish will undoubtedly hold its place as the dominant language, but
globalization and tourism may increase the presence of English and other languages.

Educational initiatives also emphasize bilingualism, with English increasingly taught in schools to
prepare younger generations for global opportunities. Meanwhile, efforts to recognize and respect
Haitian Creole speakers within the country highlight the ongoing cultural and linguistic diversity.

Whether you’re interested in history, culture, or planning a trip, knowing what language is spoken in
the dominican republic gives you a richer understanding of this vibrant Caribbean nation. The
tapestry of languages here tells a story of heritage, resilience, and the warmth of its people—a story



best experienced firsthand.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of the Dominican Republic?
The official language of the Dominican Republic is Spanish.

Is English widely spoken in the Dominican Republic?
English is not widely spoken in the Dominican Republic; Spanish is the primary language, though
English may be understood in tourist areas.

Are there any indigenous languages spoken in the Dominican
Republic?
No, there are no indigenous languages currently spoken in the Dominican Republic; Spanish is the
dominant language.

Do Dominicans speak any dialects or variations of Spanish?
Yes, Dominicans speak Dominican Spanish, which includes unique slang, pronunciation, and
vocabulary distinct to the region.

Can tourists communicate in English while visiting the
Dominican Republic?
While Spanish is the main language, many people in tourist areas speak some English, making it
easier for tourists to communicate.

Additional Resources
What Language Is Spoken in the Dominican Republic: An In-Depth Exploration

What language is spoken in the dominican republic is a question that often arises among
travelers, linguists, and those interested in Caribbean culture. The Dominican Republic, a vibrant
nation located on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean, is renowned for its rich cultural tapestry,
historical significance, and diverse population. Language plays a crucial role in shaping the identity of
its people and influencing social, economic, and political dynamics within the country. Understanding
the linguistic landscape provides valuable insight into the nation’s heritage and contemporary life.



The Official Language: Spanish in the Dominican
Republic

The primary and official language spoken throughout the Dominican Republic is Spanish. This is the
language used in government, education, media, and daily communication among the vast majority
of the population. Dominican Spanish, however, is distinct in several ways from the Spanish spoken in
Spain and other Latin American countries. It reflects a blend of historical influences, regional dialects,
and cultural nuances.

Dominican Spanish is characterized by its unique phonetic features, vocabulary, and idiomatic
expressions. For example, the pronunciation tends to be faster and more fluid, with certain
consonants such as “s” often softened or dropped, particularly at the end of syllables. This results in a
rhythmic and melodic quality that is emblematic of the Caribbean Spanish dialects. Additionally,
Dominican Spanish incorporates words and phrases derived from African languages, Taíno (the
indigenous people’s language), and even English, due to historical interactions and proximity to the
United States.

Historical Context and Linguistic Development

The predominance of Spanish in the Dominican Republic traces back to the colonial era when
Christopher Columbus first landed on the island in 1492. Spain established its rule over the territory,
and Spanish rapidly became the lingua franca. Despite periods of French and Haitian control, Spanish
remained dominant. The Dominican Republic declared independence in 1844, solidifying Spanish as
the cornerstone of national identity.

The combination of indigenous Taíno elements, African heritage brought through the transatlantic
slave trade, and European colonialism contributed to the linguistic evolution in the region. These
influences are evident in the vocabulary, accent, and syntax unique to Dominican Spanish compared
to other Spanish-speaking countries.

Minority and Indigenous Languages

While Spanish is overwhelmingly the language of the Dominican Republic, there are minority
language communities that reflect the country’s multicultural makeup. Haitian Creole, for instance, is
spoken by many Haitian immigrants and their descendants living in the Dominican Republic. Haitian
Creole is a French-based creole language with African linguistic roots and serves as a critical means of
communication within the Haitian diaspora.

Additionally, English is increasingly spoken, particularly in tourist areas, international business, and
among younger generations seeking global opportunities. English language education has grown in
importance, supported by the Dominican government’s efforts to expand bilingual education
programs.

It is important to note that the indigenous Taíno language, once spoken widely across Hispaniola, is
now extinct. However, its legacy survives through place names, cultural references, and some lexical



borrowings in Dominican Spanish.

The Role of Spanish in Education and Media

Spanish dominates all levels of education in the Dominican Republic. From primary schools to
universities, instruction is primarily conducted in Spanish, reinforcing its role as the official language.
This unified linguistic approach facilitates national cohesion but also presents challenges for non-
Spanish-speaking minorities, especially Haitian immigrants and their children, who may experience
language barriers in educational settings.

Media outlets—television, radio, newspapers, and online platforms—also operate predominantly in
Spanish. Dominican music genres such as merengue and bachata, which enjoy international
popularity, are typically performed in Spanish, further cementing the language’s cultural prominence.
This media saturation ensures that Spanish remains the dominant language in public and private
spheres.

Dominican Spanish Compared to Other Spanish
Dialects

Linguistic experts often compare Dominican Spanish to other Caribbean Spanish dialects such as
Cuban and Puerto Rican Spanish. While these varieties share some phonetic and lexical traits due to
geographical proximity and shared history, Dominican Spanish maintains unique characteristics.

For example, the tendency to omit the final “s” in words is common across Caribbean Spanish
dialects, but in the Dominican Republic, this linguistic feature is often more pronounced. The influence
of African languages is also more evident in certain expressions and speech patterns. Moreover,
Dominican Spanish features distinctive intonation and rhythm, which can make it challenging for
Spanish learners from other regions to fully grasp without immersion.

Language and Identity in the Dominican Republic

Language plays a pivotal role in shaping Dominican identity. Speaking Spanish with a Dominican
accent signifies belonging and cultural pride. It also differentiates Dominicans from neighboring Haiti,
where Haitian Creole and French dominate. The linguistic divide mirrors broader social and historical
distinctions between the two countries sharing the island.

Moreover, the Dominican Republic’s linguistic landscape continues to evolve due to migration,
globalization, and technological advances. The increasing presence of English and Haitian Creole
speakers reflects ongoing demographic changes and complex social interactions.

Spanish: Official language, spoken by over 99% of the population.

Haitian Creole: Spoken by Haitian immigrants and communities.



English: Growing in use, especially in tourism and business sectors.

Taíno language: Extinct but culturally influential.

The Importance of Language for Visitors and Expats

For tourists and expatriates considering the Dominican Republic, understanding what language is
spoken in the dominican republic is essential for effective communication and cultural integration.
While Spanish proficiency is invaluable, many popular tourist destinations cater to English speakers,
with bilingual staff in hotels, restaurants, and tour operations.

Learning basic Spanish phrases can greatly enhance the experience, allowing for deeper engagement
with locals and appreciation of the country’s heritage. Expats who plan to reside in the Dominican
Republic often invest time in mastering Spanish to navigate everyday life, legal matters, and
professional environments.

Challenges and Opportunities in Language Learning

Mastering Dominican Spanish presents unique challenges due to its distinct accent and
colloquialisms. Language learners must adapt to rapid speech and idiomatic expressions that differ
from textbook Spanish. Conversely, this linguistic immersion offers opportunities to appreciate the
cultural richness and social nuances of the Dominican Republic.

Language learning resources, including local language schools and online platforms, increasingly
focus on Caribbean Spanish to address these specific needs. This trend reflects the growing
recognition of the Dominican Republic as a significant cultural and economic hub in the Caribbean.

The linguistic profile of the Dominican Republic is a testament to its complex history and vibrant
culture. Spanish remains the dominant language, deeply embedded in the nation’s identity,
communication, and institutions. Yet, the presence of minority languages and the influence of
globalization continue to shape its evolving linguistic landscape.

Understanding what language is spoken in the dominican republic is more than a matter of linguistic
interest; it opens a window into the country’s soul, revealing the interplay of history, culture, and
human connection that defines this Caribbean nation.

What Language Is Spoken In The Dominican Republic
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  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and
Bilingual Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three
sections: individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many
pictures, graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on
bilingualism.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Dominican Republic (Other Places
Travel Guide) Katherine Tuider, Evan Caplan, 2012 Having spent a combined five years in the
Dominican Republic as Peace Corps Volunteers, Katherine and Evan bring a wealth of knowledge to
this travel guide for the Dominican Republic. Their relaxed authenticity and unique perspective
inspire wanderlust in any reader. Whether you come to explore centuries-old colonial ruins, climb
the highest peak in the Caribbean, find a surfer's paradise, or simply hang out with the locals, we
provide all the insider information you need. With an emphasis on sustainable tourism while
providing travelers with rich, multi-faceted insight, this book enables readers to travel like a local
and experience the country like few outsiders can.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Understanding Language Contact
Evangelia Adamou, Barbara E. Bullock, Almeida Jacqueline Toribio, 2023-08-29 Understanding
Language Contact offers an accessible and empirically grounded introduction to contact linguistics.
Rather than taking a traditional focus on the outcomes of language contact, this book takes the novel
approach of considering these outcomes as an endpoint of bilingualism and multilingualism.
Covering speech production and comprehension, language diffusion across different interactional
networks and timeframes, and the historical outcomes of contact-induced language change, this
book: Discusses both how these areas relate to one another and how they correspond to different
theoretical fields and methodologies; Draws together concepts and methodological/theoretical
advances from the related fields of bilingualism and sociolinguistics to show how these can shed new
light on the traditional field of contact linguistics; Presents up-to-date research in a digestible form;
Includes examples from a wide range of contact languages, including Creoles and pidgins;
Indigenous, minority, and heritage languages; mixed languages; and immigrants' linguistic
practices, to illustrate ideas and concepts; Features exercises to test students’ understanding as well
as suggestions for further reading to expand knowledge in specific areas. Written by three
experienced teachers and researchers in this area, Understanding Language Contact is key reading
for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate students approaching bilingualism and language
contact for the first time.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Handbook of Home Language
Maintenance and Development Andrea C. Schalley, Susana A. Eisenchlas, 2020-06-22 Even a cursory
look at conference programs and proceedings reveals a burgeoning interest in the field of social and
affective factors in home language maintenance and development. To date, however, research on
this topic has been published in piecemeal fashion, subsumed under the more general umbrella of
‘bilingualism’. Within bilingualism research, there has been an extensive exploration of linguistic
and psycholinguistic perspectives on the one hand, and educational practices and outcomes on the
other. In comparison, social and affective factors – which lead people to either maintain or shift the
language – have been under-researched. This is the first volume that brings together the different
strands in research on social and affective factors in home language maintenance and development,
ranging from the micro-level (family language policies and practices), to the meso-level (community
initiatives) and the macro-level (mainstream educational policies and their implementation). The
volume showcases a wide distribution across contexts and populations explored. Contributors from
around the world represent different research paradigms and perspectives, providing a rounded
overview of the state-of-the-art in this flourishing field.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: 550+ PSAT Practice Questions, 2nd
Edition The Princeton Review, 2018-01-30 THE PRINCETON REVIEW GETS RESULTS. Get all the
prep you need to ace the PSAT with 550+ practice questions & everything you need to know about



National Merit Scholarships! Practice Your Way to Excellence. • Familiarize yourself with the test
and timing with our PSAT overview • Prepare for all question types with Reading, Writing &
Language, and Math drills • Pinpoint your strengths and work through your weaknesses with a
full-length practice test Work Smarter, Not Harder. • Diagnose and learn from your mistakes with
complete answer explanations for every question • See The Princeton Review’s techniques in action
and solidify your PSAT knowledge • Learn fundamental test-prep strategies to eliminate choices and
quickly solve problems Hone Your Competitive Admissions Edge. • Learn everything you need to
know about National Merit® Scholarships • Take bonus warm-up drills online • Discover useful
post-SAT advice in an extra, online “College Insider”supplement
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: The Americas Kimberly J. Morse,
2022-08-23 This two-volume encyclopedia profiles the contemporary culture and society of every
country in the Americas, from Canada and the United States to the islands of the Caribbean and the
many countries of Latin America. From delicacies to dances, this encyclopedia introduces readers to
cultures and customs of all of the countries of the Americas, explaining what makes each country
unique while also demonstrating what ties the cultures and peoples together. The Americas profiles
the 40 nations and territories that make up North America, Central America, the Caribbean, and
South America, including British, U.S., Dutch, and French territories. Each country profile takes an
in-depth look at such contemporary topics as religion, lifestyle and leisure, cuisine, gender roles,
dress, festivals, music, visual arts, and architecture, among many others, while also providing
contextual information on history, politics, and economics. Readers will be able to draw
cross-cultural comparisons, such as between gender roles in Mexico and those in Brazil. Coverage
on every country in the region provides readers with a useful compendium of cultural information,
ideal for anyone interested in geography, social studies, global studies, and anthropology.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Fast Food, Fast Track Jennifer Talwar,
2018-03-05 Praise for Fast Food, Fast Track A fine ethnography with both theoretical and advocative
significance, representing the best qualitative sociology. — Choice Explores the intimate realities
and behind-the-scenes exchanges of a multiethnic work force serving the typical American meal.
Through a lively narrative and insightful stories, Jennifer Parker Talwar gives a full sense of what it's
like to live in both a global economy and a local culture. —Sharon Zukin, author of The Cultures of
Cities No longer just pocket money for American teens, wages paid by multinational fast-food chains
are going to a new generation of order-takers, burger-flippers, and basket-fryers—newly arrived
immigrants hailing from China, the Caribbean, Latin America, and India, a colorful sea of faces has
taken its place behind one of the most ubiquitous American business institutions—the fast-food
counter. They have become a vital link between the growing service sector in our cities' ethnic
enclaves and the multi-billion dollar global fast-food industry. For four years, sociologist Jennifer
Parker Talwar went behind the counter herself and listened to immigrant fast-food workers in New
York City's ethnic communities. They talked about balancing their low-paying jobs and monotonous
daily reality with keeping the faith that these very jobs could be the first step on the path to the
American Dream. In this original and compelling work of ethnography, Talwar shows that contrary
to those arguing that the fast-food industry only represents an increasing homogenization of the
American workforce, fast-food chains in immigrant communities must and do adapt to their
surroundings.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Where to Legally Invest, Live & Work
Without Paying Any Taxes Adam Starchild, 2000-04 There is an old saying: The only two things you
can count on in life are death and taxes. That may have been true in the past, but there are
opportunities that can substantially reduce your tax burden, and, in some cases, relieve you of it
entirely. Several countries and jurisdictions throughout the world offer impressive incentives and
plans through which you can greatly minimize your tax burden. Some have passed legislation that
supports a business friendly environment providing a host of tax advantages, a minimization of red
tape, and a variety of grants and special plans that are designed to increase a company?s edge in an
increasingly competitive economic climate. Other places offer various tax incentives to individuals.



Indeed, there are places where you can live virtually tax-free. In the following pages, the most
advantageous of these countries and jurisdictions will be examined. These are by no means
backwater enclaves or small municipalities; they are highly desirable places to live, work, and invest.
Some prefer to remain reticent about the financial benefits they offer, while others openly promote
their tax and investment plans and incentives. If you genuinely desire to reduce your tax burden, all
deserve careful consideration. You might be wondering why a place would offer tax benefits to both
its citizens and foreigners. By offering major tax incentives to investors, tax haven countries and
jurisdictions increase the amount of money that flows into the tax haven. This money can then be
used to stimulate the tax haven?s economy. The underlying principal here is that low taxes result in
economic growth. To take full advantage of some of these opportunities, you may need to satisfy
residency requirements. Some countries require that you remain in the country for a particular
length of time to benefit from tax incentives; others have few or negligible conditions that you must
meet. In some, to fully take advantage of their tax laws, you must become a citizen. This is often not
as daunting as it sounds, because in most cases, you will be able to carry dual citizenship. Thus, if
you are a citizen of the United States, you may also become a citizen of another nation. Of course,
this can become tricky under some circumstances, and you should always research your situation
carefully, assessing your plans and goals in the light of each country?s laws. For some people, it is
quite beneficial to change their citizenship if it results in major tax savings.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Encyclopedia of Christianity in the
Global South Mark A. Lamport, 2018-06-01 Christianity has transformed many times in its
2,000-year history, from its roots in the Middle East to its presence around the world today. From
the mid-twentieth century onward the presence of Christianity has increased dramatically in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America, and the majority of the world’s Christians are now nonwhite and
non-Western. The Encyclopedia of Christianity in the Global South traces both the historical
evolution and contemporary themes in Christianity in more than 150 countries and regions. The
volumes include maps, images, and a detailed timeline of key events. The phrases “Global
Christianity” and “World Christianity” are inadequate to convey the complexity of the countries and
regions involved—this encyclopedia, with its more than 500 entries, aims to offer rich perspectives
on the varieties of Christianity where it is growing, how the spread of Christianity shapes the faith in
various regions, and how the faith is changing worldwide.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Geographical and Industrial
Studies Nellie Burnham Allen, 1922
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Decency and Excess Samuel
Martinez, 2015-12-03 Based on periodic ethnographic fieldwork over a span of fifteen years,
Martinez shows how impoverished plantation dwellers find ways of coping with the alienation that
would be expected while laboring to produce goods for the richer countries. Despite living in dire
poverty, these workers live in a thoroughly commodified social environment. Ritual, eroticism,
electronic media, household adornment, payday-weekend binging are ways even chronically poor
plantation residents dream beyond reality. Yet plantation residents' efforts to live decently and
escape from the dead hand of necessity also deepen existing divisions of ethnic identity and status.
As the divide between haves and have-nots worsens as a result of neoliberal reform and the decline
of sugar in international markets, this book reveals on an intensely human scale the coarsening of
the social fabric of this and other communities of the world's poorer nations.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Census of Population and Housing,
1980 , 1983
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: New Americans By Choice Harry
Pachon, 2019-04-23 This book sets forth a pathbreaking social and demographic portrait of Latino
legal immigrants from a political perspective, comparing and contrasting them with the broader
Latino population and discussing, based on survey research data, the experiences of Latinos from
Central and South America.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Globalization and Language in the



Spanish Speaking World C. Mar-Molinero, M. Stewart, 2006-09-05 This volume considers the
spread of Spanish today and particularly its role in the processes of globalization. Spanish is
frequently dominant in contact with other languages. But how contested is its hegemony and how far
does it threaten other languages? How are these other minoritized languages faring in a world of
few strong, global languages?
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños ,
1998
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: The Handbook of Bilingualism Tej
K. Bhatia, William C. Ritchie, 2008-06-09 The Handbook of Bilingualism provides state-of-the-art
treatments of the central issues that arise in consideration of the phenomena of bilingualism ranging
from the representation of the two languages in the bilingual individual's brain to the various forms
of bilingual education, including the status of bilingualism in each area of the world. Provides
state-of-the-art coverage of a wide variety of topics, ranging from neuro- and psycho-linguistic
research to studies of media and psychological counseling. Includes latest assessment of the global
linguistic situation with particular emphasis on those geographical areas which are centers of global
conflict and commerce. Explores new topics such as global media and mobile and electronic
language learning. Includes contributions by internationally renowned researchers from different
disciplines, genders, and ethnicities.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Food Culture in the Caribbean Lynn M.
Houston, 2005-06-30 Food in the Caribbean reflects both the best and worst of the Caribbean's
history. On the positive side, Caribbean culture has been compared with a popular stew there called
callaloo. The stew analogy comes from the many different ethic groups peacefully maintaining their
traditions and customs while blending together, creating a distinct new flavor. On the negative side,
many foods and cooking techniques derive from a history of violent European conquest, the
importation of slaves from Africa, and the indentured servitude of immigrants in the plantation
system. Within this context, students and other readers will understand the diverse island societies
and ethnicities through their food cultures. Some highlights include the discussion of the Caribbean
concept of making do—using whatever is on hand or can be found—the unique fruits and starches,
the one-pot meal, the technique of jerking meat, and the preference for cooking outdoors. The
Caribbean is known as the cradle of the Americas. The Columbian food exchange, which brought
products from the Caribbean and the Americas to the rest of the world, transformed global food
culture. Caribbean food culture has wider resonance to North, Central, and South America as well.
The parallels in the food-related evolution in the Americas include the early indigenous foods and
agriculture; the import and export of foods; the imported food culture of colonizers, settlers, and
immigrants; the intricacies of defining an independent national food culture; the loss of the
traditional agricultural system; the trade issues sparked by globalization; and the health crises
prompted by the growing fast-food industry. This thorough overview of island food culture is an
essential component in understanding the Caribbean past and present.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: Demographic and Socioeconomic Basis
of Ethnolinguistics Jacob S. Siegel, 2017-10-25 This book presents a description and analysis of
sociolinguistics written from a demographer’s perspective. It synthesizes the data on the materials,
methods, and issues of this interdisciplinary field, pulling together the scattered materials published
in this area into a coherent whole. Drawing on a wide range of sciences in addition to demography
and sociolinguistics, including sociology, anthropology, statistics, psychology, neuroscience, and
public policy, the book treats theoretical and applied issues, links methods and substantive findings,
covers both national and international materials, and provides prehistorical, historical, and
contemporary illustrations. The book treats the theoretical issue of how the language we use
develops socially on a base of linguistic genetic capacity and the practical issue of how the
intervention of the state and public figures may profoundly alter the natural evolution of the
language. As such, this book will appeal to a wide range of users, from students to teachers and
practitioners of social demography, sociolinguistics, cultural anthropology, and particularly to those



social scientists interested in ethnic studies and human migration.
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: World Music: A Global Journey Terry E.
Miller, Andrew Shahriari, 2016-12-19 World Music: A Global Journey, Fourth Edition takes students
around the world to experience the diversity of musical expression and cultural traditions. It is
known for its breadth in surveying the world's major cultures in a systematic study of world music
within a strong pedagogical framework. As one would prepare for any journey, each chapter starts
with background preparation, reviewing the historical, cultural, and musical overview of the region.
Visits to multiple sites within a region provide in-depth studies of varied musical traditions. Music
analysis begins with an experiential first impression of the music, followed by an aural analysis of
the sound and prominent musical elements. Finally, students are invited to consider the cultural
connections that give the music its meaning and life. Fourth Edition features: New sites! Plena from
Puerto Rico Chuida from China Gagaku from Japan has returned from the Second Edition New
Inside Look features spotlight distinguished ethnomusicologists such as Dr. Terence Liu, K.S. Resni,
Dr. Sumarsam, Dr. Mick Moloney, Walter Mahovlich, Natalie MacMaster, and Gilbert Velez Addition
of DANCE, inseparable to musical expression in some cultures Updates as needed, resulting from
various changes in culture, politics, and war New and revised test questions, new photos, and other
revised resources The dynamic companion website hosts interactive listening guides plus many
student and instructor resources. A set of three CDs is available, either in the hardcover or
paperback packages or as a stand-alone purchase. PURCHASING OPTIONS Print Paperback Pack -
Book and CD set: 9781138911277 Print Hardback Pack - Book and CD set: 9781138911284 Print
Paperback - Book only: 9781138911314 Audio CD: 9781138697805 eBook Pack - eBook and mp3
file: 9781315692791* *For eBook users, please email ebooksupplementaryrequests@tandf.co.uk
with proof of purchase to obtain access to the mp3 audio compilation. An access code and
instructions will be provided. (The mp3 audio compilation is not available for separate sale.)
  what language is spoken in the dominican republic: World Music Terry E. Miller, Andrew
Shahriari, 2012-01-15
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