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Planning and Evaluation in Public Health: Building Healthier Communities Through Strategic Action

planning and evaluation in public health are fundamental processes that shape the way
communities approach health challenges and improve overall well-being. These interconnected
activities help public health professionals design effective interventions, allocate resources wisely,
and measure the impact of their initiatives. Whether addressing infectious disease outbreaks, chronic
illness prevention, or health education campaigns, a strong foundation in planning and evaluation
ensures that efforts are both purposeful and impactful.

Understanding the nuances of planning and evaluation in public health not only benefits policymakers
and practitioners but also empowers communities to participate actively in shaping their own health

outcomes. Let’s explore how these processes work together to promote sustainable health
improvements and what key elements drive success in public health programs.

The Role of Planning in Public Health

Planning in public health is the initial and arguably most crucial step in addressing health issues
systematically. It involves identifying health priorities, setting goals, and developing strategies to
meet those goals effectively. Good planning considers the unique needs of a population, available
resources, potential barriers, and evidence-based practices.

Why Planning Matters

Without a clear plan, public health initiatives risk being reactive rather than proactive. Planning allows
organizations to:
* Clarify objectives and expected outcomes

e Coordinate among multiple stakeholders, including government agencies, non-profits, and
community members

e Optimize the use of limited resources

¢ Anticipate challenges and develop contingency measures

For example, when planning a vaccination campaign, public health officials must consider vaccine
availability, target populations, distribution logistics, and communication strategies to ensure
maximum coverage.



Key Components of Public Health Planning

Effective planning typically follows a structured process, often incorporating the following steps:

=

. Assessment: Gathering data on health status, risk factors, and community needs.

2. Setting Priorities: Deciding which health problems require urgent attention based on impact
and feasibility.

3. Goal and Objective Development: Defining what the program aims to achieve in measurable
terms.

4. Strategy Formulation: Selecting evidence-based interventions and approaches to meet the
objectives.

5. Resource Allocation: Determining budget, personnel, and materials needed for
implementation.

6. Implementation Planning: Creating timelines, assigning roles, and outlining operational
details.

By following these steps, public health professionals create a roadmap that guides actions and
informs decision-making.

The Importance of Evaluation in Public Health

Evaluation is the process of systematically collecting and analyzing information to determine the
effectiveness, efficiency, and equity of public health programs. It provides critical feedback that
informs whether a program is achieving its desired outcomes and helps identify areas for
improvement.

Types of Evaluation in Public Health

Evaluation can take various forms depending on the stage of the program and the questions being
asked:

e Formative Evaluation: Conducted during program development to refine strategies and
materials.

* Process Evaluation: Focuses on the implementation process, assessing whether activities are
carried out as planned.



e Outcome Evaluation: Measures the short-term and intermediate effects of the program on
participants.

¢ Impact Evaluation: Examines the long-term effects and overall public health impact.

Each type plays a unique role in providing insights that guide program adjustments and policy
decisions.

Why Evaluation is Crucial

Without evaluation, it's difficult to know if public health interventions are making a difference.
Evaluation helps to:

Demonstrate accountability to funders and the public

Identify best practices and successful approaches

Inform future planning and resource allocation

Enhance program quality and effectiveness

Address health disparities by assessing equity in program reach and outcomes

For instance, an evaluation of a smoking cessation program might reveal which methods work best for
different demographic groups, allowing for tailored interventions.

Integrating Planning and Evaluation for Maximum
Impact

Planning and evaluation are not isolated activities but part of a continuous cycle in public health
practice. Integrating these processes ensures that programs remain relevant, efficient, and
responsive to changing conditions.

Using Evaluation to Improve Planning

Insights gained from evaluation feed directly back into the planning process. For example, data about
program reach or participant satisfaction can highlight gaps or unforeseen challenges, prompting
revisions in strategy or resource distribution.



Planning with Evaluation in Mind

When developing a public health program, it's important to build in evaluation from the outset by:

Defining clear, measurable objectives that can be assessed

Selecting appropriate indicators and data collection methods

Allocating time and budget specifically for evaluation activities

Engaging stakeholders in setting evaluation questions and interpreting results

This proactive approach ensures evaluation is meaningful and manageable rather than an
afterthought.

Challenges and Considerations in Public Health
Planning and Evaluation

Despite their importance, planning and evaluation in public health come with challenges that
practitioners must navigate carefully.

Data Limitations

Reliable data is the backbone of both planning and evaluation. However, incomplete, outdated, or
biased data can hinder accurate assessments and decision-making. Investing in robust data systems
and community-based participatory research can help overcome these issues.

Resource Constraints

Limited funding, personnel shortages, and competing priorities often restrict the scope of planning
and evaluation efforts. Creative solutions, such as leveraging partnerships and technology, can
maximize impact despite these constraints.

Addressing Health Equity

Ensuring that planning and evaluation efforts consider social determinants of health and reach
marginalized populations is essential for reducing disparities. This requires culturally sensitive
approaches and inclusive stakeholder engagement.



Adapting to Changing Environments

Public health landscapes can shift rapidly, as seen during pandemics or natural disasters. Flexible
planning frameworks and real-time evaluation data enable timely adjustments to programs.

Best Practices for Effective Planning and Evaluation in
Public Health

To enhance the success of public health initiatives, consider these practical tips:

* Engage Community Members: Involve local voices early and often to ensure programs
address real needs and gain trust.

e Use Evidence-Based Methods: Ground plans and evaluation frameworks in proven strategies
and scientific research.

¢ Prioritize Clear Communication: Share plans and evaluation findings transparently with
stakeholders to foster collaboration.

e Train Staff and Partners: Build capacity in planning and evaluation techniques to maintain
quality over time.

* Leverage Technology: Utilize digital tools for data collection, analysis, and reporting to
improve efficiency.

By adopting these approaches, public health practitioners can create programs that not only achieve
their goals but also evolve to meet future challenges.

Planning and evaluation in public health are dynamic, ongoing processes that together create a
powerful framework for improving health outcomes. When done thoughtfully and inclusively, they
help transform data and ideas into meaningful actions that foster healthier, more resilient
communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of planning in public health?

Planning in public health is crucial as it helps identify health priorities, allocate resources efficiently,
set measurable objectives, and develop strategies to prevent diseases and promote health within
communities.



How does evaluation contribute to the success of public
health programs?

Evaluation assesses the effectiveness, efficiency, and impact of public health programs, providing
data to improve interventions, justify funding, and ensure that health goals are being met.

What are the key steps involved in the public health planning
process?

Key steps include assessing community needs, setting goals and objectives, developing strategies,
implementing interventions, and monitoring and evaluating outcomes.

What types of evaluation are commonly used in public health?

Common types include formative evaluation (during program development), process evaluation
(monitoring implementation), outcome evaluation (measuring short-term effects), and impact
evaluation (assessing long-term effects).

How can data be effectively used in public health planning
and evaluation?

Data can identify health issues, prioritize interventions, track progress, measure outcomes, and
provide evidence-based insights to refine programs and policies.

What role do stakeholders play in public health planning and
evaluation?

Stakeholders provide valuable input on community needs, help design culturally appropriate
interventions, support implementation, and participate in evaluation to ensure programs are relevant
and effective.

How does the use of logic models enhance public health
planning and evaluation?

Logic models visually map the relationship between resources, activities, outputs, and outcomes,
facilitating clear planning, communication, and systematic evaluation of public health programs.

What challenges are commonly faced during evaluation in
public health?

Challenges include limited resources, data quality issues, difficulty attributing outcomes directly to
interventions, stakeholder engagement, and balancing timely evaluation with comprehensive
analysis.



Additional Resources

Planning and Evaluation in Public Health: Foundations for Effective Health Outcomes

planning and evaluation in public health serve as the cornerstone for designing, implementing,
and refining initiatives that aim to improve population health. These processes are essential not only
for addressing immediate health concerns but also for building sustainable systems that adapt to
evolving public health challenges. As global health landscapes become increasingly complex,
understanding the intricate relationship between strategic planning and systematic evaluation is
paramount for policymakers, health professionals, and stakeholders invested in community well-
being.

The Significance of Planning and Evaluation in Public
Health

Public health operates at the intersection of societal needs, scientific data, and policy frameworks.
Within this context, planning and evaluation are interdependent mechanisms that guide the effective
allocation of resources, target interventions appropriately, and measure impact comprehensively.
Planning lays the groundwork by setting clear objectives, identifying priorities, and mobilizing
resources, while evaluation provides feedback on the efficacy, efficiency, and equity of those actions.

Without robust planning, public health programs risk being reactive, fragmented, or misaligned with
community needs. Conversely, lacking rigorous evaluation, even the most well-designed interventions

cannot be adequately refined or justified, potentially resulting in wasted investments or missed
opportunities for improvement.

Defining Planning in Public Health

Planning in public health involves a systematic process to identify health problems, set priorities, and
develop strategies that promote health and prevent disease. It typically encompasses several stages:
1. Assessment: Gathering data on health status, determinants, and community resources.

2. Policy Development: Formulating evidence-based strategies and policies to address identified
needs.

3. Program Implementation Planning: Designing specific interventions, timelines, and
resource allocations.

4. Stakeholder Engagement: Involving community members, healthcare providers, and
policymakers to ensure relevance and buy-in.

Effective planning requires a multidisciplinary approach, integrating epidemiological data, social
determinants of health, and political realities. For example, a plan to reduce diabetes prevalence



must consider dietary behaviors, access to healthcare, socioeconomic status, and cultural attitudes
toward health.

Evaluation in Public Health: Measuring Impact and Efficiency

Evaluation is the systematic assessment of a program’s processes and outcomes to determine its
effectiveness and inform future decision-making. It can be categorized into several types:

e Formative Evaluation: Conducted during program development to improve design and
feasibility.

e Process Evaluation: Monitors program implementation to ensure activities are delivered as
intended.

e Outcome Evaluation: Assesses short- and medium-term effects on participants and
communities.

e Impact Evaluation: Examines long-term changes in health status attributable to the
intervention.

By applying these evaluation frameworks, public health professionals can identify strengths and
weaknesses in programs, justify funding, and demonstrate accountability to stakeholders. Moreover,
evaluation aids in scaling successful initiatives and discontinuing ineffective ones, optimizing overall
health system performance.

Integrating Planning and Evaluation: A Cyclical Process

Planning and evaluation are not isolated activities but part of a continuous cycle that fosters learning
and adaptation in public health practice. This dynamic relationship can be visualized as follows:

1. Needs Assessment: Identifying health problems and gathering baseline data.

2. Strategic Planning: Developing objectives and selecting interventions based on evidence.

3. Implementation: Executing planned activities with ongoing monitoring.

4. Evaluation: Measuring outcomes and impacts to assess success.

5. Feedback and Revision: Using evaluation findings to refine plans and improve programs.

This iterative process ensures that public health initiatives remain responsive to changing
environments, emerging threats, and community feedback. For instance, during the COVID-19



pandemic, rapid evaluation of contact tracing programs allowed adjustments to strategies that
improved reach and effectiveness.

Challenges in Planning and Evaluation in Public Health

Despite its critical role, planning and evaluation face several hurdles that can limit their effectiveness:

e Data Limitations: Incomplete or outdated health data can undermine needs assessments and
outcome measurements.

e Resource Constraints: Limited funding and personnel may restrict comprehensive evaluation
efforts.

e Complexity of Health Determinants: Multifactorial influences on health outcomes make
attribution of effects difficult.

» Stakeholder Diversity: Conflicting interests and priorities can complicate consensus-building
during planning.

 Political and Social Dynamics: Changes in leadership or public opinion may disrupt long-
term planning.

Addressing these challenges requires innovative approaches, such as leveraging technology for data
collection, fostering cross-sector collaborations, and adopting flexible evaluation designs that
accommodate uncertainty.

Best Practices and Tools for Effective Public Health

Planning and Evaluation

Several methodologies and tools have emerged to enhance planning and evaluation processes:

Logic Models and Theories of Change

These frameworks help articulate the relationships between resources, activities, outputs, and
outcomes, making program assumptions explicit. Logic models facilitate clearer planning and provide
benchmarks for evaluation.

Data-Driven Decision Making

The integration of real-time surveillance systems, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), and big data



analytics enables more precise identification of health trends and intervention targeting.

Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR)

Engaging communities directly in planning and evaluation fosters trust, relevance, and sustainability
of public health initiatives.

Mixed-Methods Evaluation

Combining quantitative data with qualitative insights captures a more comprehensive picture of
program performance, including contextual factors and participant experiences.

Performance Indicators and Benchmarks

Establishing clear, measurable indicators aligned with national or international standards enhances
comparability and accountability. For example, the use of Healthy People 2030 objectives in the
United States guides program goals and evaluation metrics.

Implications for Future Public Health Initiatives

As health challenges evolve—from chronic diseases to emerging infectious threats and environmental
hazards—the role of planning and evaluation becomes even more critical. Embracing adaptive
frameworks that incorporate innovation, equity considerations, and stakeholder engagement will be
essential.

Moreover, the growing emphasis on health equity demands that planning and evaluation processes
explicitly address disparities and social determinants of health. This focus ensures that interventions
do not merely improve aggregate health outcomes but also reduce inequities across populations.

In conclusion, planning and evaluation in public health form a symbiotic relationship that underpins
successful health interventions. Their continuous interplay enables the identification of needs,
strategic allocation of resources, monitoring of progress, and adjustment of approaches to maximize
impact. As the field advances, fostering robust, transparent, and inclusive planning and evaluation
practices will remain fundamental to achieving healthier communities worldwide.
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planning and evaluation in public health: Health Program Planning and Evaluation L.
Michele Issel, 2014 In this revision of Health Program Planning and Evaluation, author L. Michele
Issel carefully walks the reader through the process for developing, implementing, and evaluating
successful community health promotion programs. Featuring reader-friendly, accessible language
and practical tools and concepts, this outstanding resource prepares students and professionals to
become savvy consumers of evaluation reports and prudent users of evaluation consultants. The text
includes a variety of practical tools and concepts necessary to develop and evaluate health
programs, presenting them in a language understandable to both the practicing and novice health
program planner and evaluator. The third edition reflects then major changes in the field of
community health with updated examples and references throughout. Contemporary topics such as
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2009, information systems and web-based
technology, and global health planning and evaluation are newly covered in this edition.

planning and evaluation in public health: Health Program Planning and Evaluation
Michele Issel, 2009-09-14 Health Behavior, Education, & Promotion

planning and evaluation in public health: Essentials of Planning and Evaluation for Public
Health Perrin, 2021-05-12 Filled with cases and examples from across the spectrum of Public Health
specialties, Essentials of Planning and Evaluation for Public Health provides a basic understanding
of the importance of and the key approaches used to conduct and evaluate effective public health
programs. Organized in a step-by-step process, the chapters provide an accessible and engaging
overview of topics needed to review published literature, collect primary data, analyze data using
basic statistics, and present results in written or verbal formats for their intended audiences.
Examples and case studies are woven throughout, from a broad array of public health applications
such as global health, environmental health, community health, and social science. Key Features: -
Offers a clear, easy-to-read foundational overview of the process of Public Health program
evaluation - Includes an easy explication of basic statistics using Microsoft Excel - Uses many
examples and cases specific to the field of Public Health - Authored by an award-winning Professor
in undergraduate public health studies Instructor Resources: Instructor's Manual, PowerPoint slides,
TestBank

planning and evaluation in public health: Health Program Planning and Evaluation: a
Practical, Systematic Approach for Community Health ,

planning and evaluation in public health: Health Program Planning, Implementation, and
Evaluation Lawrence W. Green, Andrea Carlson Gielen, Judith M. Ottoson, Darleen V. Peterson,
Marshall W. Kreuter, 2022-02-08 A time-tested, landmark approach to health promotion and
communication projects and everything that goes into making them successful. For more than 40
years, the PRECEDE-PROCEED model, developed in the early 1970s by Lawrence W. Green and first
published as a text in 1980 with Marshall W. Kreuter, Sigrid G. Deeds, and Kay B. Partridge, has
been effectively applied worldwide to address a broad range of health issues: risk factors like
tobacco and lack of exercise, social determinants of health such as lack of access to transportation
and safe housing, and major disease challenges like heart disease and guinea worm disease. In
Health Program Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation, Green and his team of senior editors and
chapter authors combine their expertise to offer a high-level guide to public health programming.
This guide aligns with foundational public health competencies required by increasingly rigorous



certification and accreditation standards. Driven by the coronavirus pandemic and a looming climate
crisis, the book addresses the rapid changes in modern-day conceptions of disease prevention and
health promotion. Today's public health practitioners and researchers are often called upon to
address a complex web of factors, including population inequities, that influence health status, from
biology to social and structural determinants. Program and policy solutions to population health
challenges require systematic planning, implementation, and evaluation. Providing students with
knowledge, skills, and a range of tools, the book recognizes new approaches to communication and
fresh methods for reaching a greater diversity of communities. The authors highlight the importance
of starting the population health planning process with an inclusive assessment of the social needs
and quality-of-life concerns of the community. They explain how to assess health problems
systematically in epidemiological terms and address the behavioral and environmental determinants
of the most important and changeable health problems. They also cover procedures for assessing
and developing the capacity of communities and organizations to implement and evaluate programs.
Drawing on more than 1,200 published applications of the PRECEDE-PROCEED model, Health
Program Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation features numerous case studies and
contributions from internationally recognized experts, including governmental, academic, and
community public health leaders, giving readers a thorough and well-rounded view of the subject.
Ultimately, it is an up-to-date powerhouse for community and global health promotion at all levels.
Contributors: Faten Ben Abdelaziz, John P. Allegrante, Patricia Chalela, Cam Escoffery, Maria E.
Fernandez, Jonathan E. Fielding, Robert S. Gold, Shelly Golden, Holly Hunt, Vanya C. Jones,
Michelle C. Kegler, Gerjo Kok, Lloyd J. Kolbe, Chris Y. Lovato, Rodney Lyn, Guy Parcel, Janey C.
Peterson, Nico Pronk, Amelie G. Ramirez, Paul Terry

planning and evaluation in public health: Principles of Planning, Evaluation, and Research
for Health Care Programs () (Kay) M. M. M. Perrin, 2020-10-12 Principles of Planning, Evaluation,
and Research for Health Care Programs provides a basic understanding of the importance of and the
key approaches used to conduct health program research and evaluations. The book also examines
ethical and cultural competency issues unique to conducting evaluations. Additionally, it offers an
introduction to systems thinking and its implications for evaluating the impact of interventions.
Written with the undergraduate in mind, this book is ideal for students pursuing a wide spectrum of
health careers. Through activities and case studies, readers will gain a solid foundation for
understanding all aspects of evaluation while developing the critical thinking skills needed to dissect
peer-reviewed publications as well as popular media health claims.

planning and evaluation in public health: Introduction to Public Health Program
Planning Joanna Hayden, 2021 Program planning is integral to the practice of public health. As
such, the intent of this text is to familiarize students preparing for careers in public health with the
basics of this essential skill. It is an introduction to, not a compendium of all that there is on the
topic. With its three sections, Planning Foundations, Planning Basics, and

planning and evaluation in public health: Health Program Planning and Evaluation L.
Michele Issel, Rebecca Wells, 2017-08-04 Health Program Planning and Evaluation, Fourth Edition
carefully walks the reader through the process for developing, implementing, and evaluating
successful community health promotion programs. Featuring reader-friendly, accessible language
and practical tools and concepts, this outstanding resource prepares students and professionals to
become savvy consumers of evaluation reports and prudent users of evaluation consultants.

planning and evaluation in public health: Assessment and Planning in Health Programs
Bonni C. Hodges, Donna M. Videto, 2010-08-25 Assessment and Planning in Health Programs,
Second Edition enables students and practitioners to successfully plan, implement, and evaluate
programs and interventions that will assist individuals and groups in maintaining and improving
their health. Written in an accessible manner, this comprehensive text provides an overview of needs
assessment, program planning, and program evaluation, and explains several goals and strategies
for each. It addresses the importance and use of theories, data collection strategies, and key
terminology in the field of health education and health promotion. Important Notice: the digital



edition of this book is missing some of the images or content found in the physical edition.

planning and evaluation in public health: Developing an Effective Evaluation Plan
Department of Human Services, Centers for Disease Control Department of Health and Human
Services and Prevention, 2014-02-13 This workbook applies the CDC Frameword for Program
Evaluation in Public Health. The purpose of this workbook is to help public health program
managers, administrators, and evaluators develop a joing understanding of what constitutes an
evaluation plan, why it is important, and how to develop an effective evaluation plan in the context of
the planning process.This workbook is intended to assist in developing an evalution plan but is not
intended to serve as a complete resource on how to implement program evaluation.

planning and evaluation in public health: Program Planning for Health Education and
Promotion Mark B. Dignan, Patricia A. Carr, 1992 The definitive work on occupational therapy for
physical dysfunction is back in a Fifth Edition, with reputable co-editors and outstanding clinical,
academic, and consumer contributors. Through the Occupational Functioning Model, this edition
continues to emphasize the conceptual foundation of practice. The text provides a current and
well-rounded view of the field--from theoretical rationale to evaluation, treatment, and follow-up.
New to this edition: cutting-edge therapies and up-to-date research findings, International
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICIDH-2) language and concepts, assessment
and intervention directed toward context, a two-colour-design, and abundant learning aids including
case examples and procedures for practice.

planning and evaluation in public health: Introduction to Public Health Program
Planning Joanna Hayden, 2021-03-23 Written to provide students with the essential program
planning skills that they'll need in public health practice, Introduction to Public Health Program
Planning offers an accessible and engaging approach to the program planning process. Divided into
3 parts, Introduction to Public Health Program Planning begins with an introduction to the basics of
planning, health determinants, and behaviors. It then offers in-depth discussion of the generic
planning phases - from assessing needs and planning to implementing and evaluation. The third
section explores the four most commonly used planning frameworks, along with three additional
planning frameworks that address specific health issues. A final chapter offers guidance on choosing
a planning framework.

planning and evaluation in public health: Principles of Planning, Evaluation, and Research
for Health Care Programs () (Kay) M. M. M. Perrin, 2020-10-12 Principles of Planning, Evaluation,
and Research for Health Care Programs provides a basic understanding of the importance of and the
key approaches used to conduct health program research and evaluations. The book also examines
ethical and cultural competency issues unique to conducting evaluations. Additionally, it offers an
introduction to systems thinking and its implications for evaluating the impact of interventions.
Written with the undergraduate in mind, this book is ideal for students pursuing a wide spectrum of
health careers. Through activities and case studies, readers will gain a solid foundation for
understanding all aspects of evaluation while developing the critical thinking skills needed to dissect
peer-reviewed publications as well as popular media health claims.

planning and evaluation in public health: Compendium of HHS Evaluations and
Relevant Other Studies HHS Policy Information Center (U.S.), 1990

planning and evaluation in public health: Integrative Learning in US Undergraduate Public
Health Education: Effective High-Impact Practices Andrew Harver, Katie Darby Hein, Terrel Lee
Rhodes, 2020-01-28 This current Research Topic does not derive directly from Boyer’s Model of
Scholarship, but nonetheless represents a well-timed exploration and example of where higher
education has progressed in bringing the innovative, integrative conceptualization of higher
education scholarship and practice laid out by Boyer, to realization through the growing arena of
undergraduate public health programs. At the same time, the authors included here were invited to
specifically address a second arena of scholarly practice associated with additional elements of
Boyer’s legacy, effective High-Impact Practices (HIPs) - practices that engage students, faculty and
often broader communities in integrative learning that connect academic and extra-academic



learning environments. Undergraduate public health programs are perfectly positioned to provide a
framework for integrated learning through High-Impact Practices. Such practices encompass not
only the essential learning outcomes that employers continue to demand - critical thinking, working
with diverse others, written and oral communications, ethics, analysis, etc. - but also a curriculum
that is scaffolded and replete with opportunities to practice and enhance performance and
application of knowledge and abilities to important personal, social and global challenges and needs.

planning and evaluation in public health: Professional Standards Review Organizations
United States. Health Services Administration. Office of Planning, Evaluation, and Legislation, 1978

planning and evaluation in public health: Health Goals And Health Indicators Jack Elinson,
2019-03-04 This volume brings together the perspectives and expertise of both medical and social
sciences. The major topics include criteria for the determination of health goals, the analysis of
health policies, and the indicators of health status that may he used to judge the consequences of
health practices and policies. Unmet health care needs, current national health policy and local
planning, health data for policy and planning, and future directions in national health policy are also
examined. These issues are then considered in light of the readiness of the sociomedical sciences to
measure health status. Contributors discuss the behavioral measurement of health status, the
measurement of psychological well-being, the assessment of dental health needs, and the possible
impact of recently developed sociomedical health indicators on health policy.

planning and evaluation in public health: Compendium of HHS Evaluations and
Relevant Other Studies , 1990

planning and evaluation in public health: Healthy Planning Anna Ricklin, 2012 Considering
the impact of comprehensive planning, including the new generation of sustainability plans, on
social, economic, and environmental conditions, there is a need to explore the ways in which
jurisdictions include public health goals and objectives as part of the comprehensive planning
process. The purpose of this study is to set a framework and identify tools and strategies for
integrating public health-related goals and policies into the plan-making process. To date, some
research has been done that evaluates the extent to which public health has been addressed in
comprehensive plans (see Appendix 2; ChangeLab 2009), but there has been little work to assess if
such policies were supported by implementation mechanisms, indicators or other benchmarks for
success, time lines, or funding. In 2010, APA initiated a multiphase research study to identify local
planning responses to important health issues and examine how comprehensive and sustainability
plans can promote long-term community health. The specific purpose of the study is to set a
framework to identify tools and strategies for integrating public health-related goals and policies
into the plan-making process. This report will detail the results and analysis of an evaluation of 18
comprehensive and four sustainability plans from communities across the United States to assess
the extent to which they included health goals, policies, and implementation mechanisms. It will also
present examples of robust policies that promote public health.
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