
the silent cry kenzaburo oe
The Silent Cry by Kenzaburo Oe: A Deep Dive into a Masterpiece of Japanese
Literature

the silent cry kenzaburo oe is a novel that continues to captivate readers
with its profound exploration of human suffering, identity, and the
complexities of post-war Japan. Written by one of Japan’s most celebrated
authors, Kenzaburo Oe, this novel delves into themes that resonate far beyond
its immediate cultural context, offering a timeless reflection on family,
history, and the silent struggles that shape our lives. For anyone interested
in Japanese literature or the works of Nobel laureates, understanding the
layers within The Silent Cry is both rewarding and intellectually
stimulating.

Understanding the Context of The Silent Cry

To fully appreciate the depth of The Silent Cry, it helps to place it within
the broader context of Kenzaburo Oe’s life and the historical backdrop
against which the novel was written. Oe, awarded the Nobel Prize in
Literature in 1994, often infuses his work with autobiographical elements and
a deep concern for social and political issues.

The Historical Setting: Post-War Japan and Rural
Life

The Silent Cry is set in rural Japan during the 1960s, a period marked by
rapid modernization and economic growth, but also by lingering trauma from
the Second World War. The novel captures the tension between traditional
rural life and the sweeping changes of the modern era. This setting is
crucial for understanding the novel’s exploration of identity and alienation.

Kenzaburo Oe’s Personal Influence

Oe’s own experiences, including his role as a father to a disabled son,
heavily influence his writing. The Silent Cry reflects his ongoing meditation
on personal and collective suffering, as well as the search for meaning in a
fractured world. This personal connection adds a layer of authenticity to the
novel’s emotional landscape.



Plot Overview: The Silent Cry’s Intriguing
Narrative

At its core, The Silent Cry follows the story of two brothers, Mitsusaburo
and Takashi, who return to their ancestral village after years apart. Their
reunion sparks a confrontation with their family’s past and a violent
uprising rooted in historical grievances. The narrative interweaves personal
drama with broader social commentary, making it a compelling read.

The Brothers’ Complex Relationship

Mitsusaburo, the narrator, is introspective and burdened by personal
struggles, while Takashi embodies rebellion and a fierce desire to reclaim a
lost honor. Their dynamic drives much of the novel’s tension, highlighting
themes of brotherhood, loyalty, and the search for identity.

Exploring Themes of Violence and Redemption

The Silent Cry does not shy away from depicting violence—both physical and
psychological—as a means of confronting unresolved trauma. However, it also
suggests the possibility of redemption and healing through understanding and
reconciliation.

Thematic Depth: What Makes The Silent Cry Stand
Out

One of the reasons The Silent Cry remains a significant work in Japanese
literature is its rich thematic complexity. Oe tackles issues that are
universal yet deeply rooted in the Japanese experience.

The Burden of History

The novel grapples with how history, especially the violent and shameful
parts, shapes individual and collective identity. The characters’ attempts to
face or escape their past serve as a powerful metaphor for Japan’s post-war
reckoning.



Alienation and the Search for Meaning

Mitsusaburo’s internal struggles mirror a larger existential quest. Through
his eyes, readers experience the alienation felt by many in a rapidly
changing society, as well as the desire to find personal significance amid
chaos.

Family and Inheritance

Family ties in The Silent Cry are fraught with tension and expectation. Oe
explores how the weight of inheritance—both genetic and cultural—can be a
source of both strength and suffering.

Literary Style and Symbolism in The Silent Cry

Kenzaburo Oe’s writing style in The Silent Cry is notable for its lyrical
prose, psychological depth, and use of symbolism that enriches the narrative.

Symbolism and Imagery

The novel is replete with symbolic elements such as the silent cry itself—a
metaphor for unspoken pain and suppressed emotions. The rural landscape also
serves as a living symbol of tradition and decay.

Narrative Structure and Perspective

Told from Mitsusaburo’s point of view, the first-person narrative allows
readers intimate access to his thoughts and feelings, creating a sense of
immediacy and empathy. The shifts between past and present deepen the
emotional resonance.

Why The Silent Cry Remains Relevant Today

Despite being published in 1967, The Silent Cry continues to engage modern
readers and scholars alike. Its exploration of trauma, identity, and societal
change transcends time and place.



Universal Themes in a Specific Setting

While deeply rooted in Japanese culture and history, the novel’s themes of
family conflict, personal redemption, and the quest for meaning are
universally relatable. This helps explain its enduring appeal.

Influence on Contemporary Literature

The Silent Cry has influenced both Japanese and international writers,
inspiring discussions about how literature can address difficult historical
and psychological issues. It’s often studied in academic settings for its
narrative innovation and thematic richness.

Tips for Reading The Silent Cry

For those approaching The Silent Cry for the first time, the novel’s
complexity might seem daunting. Here are some suggestions to enhance your
reading experience:

Familiarize Yourself with Post-War Japan: Understanding the historical
context will deepen your appreciation of the novel’s themes.

Read Slowly and Reflectively: Oe’s prose is dense and layered; taking
time to absorb the symbolism can be rewarding.

Consider Supplementary Materials: Essays and analyses on Kenzaburo Oe’s
work can provide valuable insights.

Engage in Discussions: Joining book clubs or online forums can offer
different perspectives that enrich your understanding.

Exploring Kenzaburo Oe’s Other Works

If The Silent Cry piques your interest, exploring Oe’s broader bibliography
can be equally fulfilling. His novels often explore themes of disability,
political activism, and existential inquiry.

Notable Works to Explore



A Personal Matter – A semi-autobiographical novel dealing with
fatherhood and moral dilemmas.

Hiroshima Notes – A powerful collection of essays reflecting on the
atomic bombing and its aftermath.

Death by Water – A novel intertwining family history with mythic
elements.

Reading these works alongside The Silent Cry offers a more comprehensive view
of Oe’s literary vision and philosophical concerns.

The silent cry kenzaburo oe remains a profound and challenging novel that
invites readers to confront uncomfortable truths about history, identity, and
the human condition. Its layered narrative and rich symbolism reward those
willing to engage deeply, making it a cornerstone of modern Japanese
literature and a testament to Kenzaburo Oe’s genius.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Silent Cry' by
Kenzaburo Oe?
The central theme of 'The Silent Cry' is the exploration of family, identity,
and the impact of historical and personal trauma on individuals and society.

How does Kenzaburo Oe portray post-war Japan in 'The
Silent Cry'?
Oe portrays post-war Japan as a society grappling with the consequences of
its past, highlighting issues of cultural displacement, social change, and
the struggle for personal and collective identity.

Who are the main characters in 'The Silent Cry' and
what roles do they play?
The main characters are Mitsusaburo and Takashi, twin brothers whose
differing perspectives and experiences drive the novel's exploration of
memory, guilt, and reconciliation.

What literary techniques does Kenzaburo Oe use in
'The Silent Cry' to convey its themes?
Oe employs symbolism, nonlinear narrative, and rich, introspective prose to



delve into psychological complexity and the nuances of communication and
silence.

How does 'The Silent Cry' reflect Kenzaburo Oe's own
experiences and worldview?
The novel reflects Oe's concerns with the aftermath of war, the challenges of
communication, and the search for meaning, influenced by his personal history
and his role as a socially engaged writer.

What role does silence play in the narrative of 'The
Silent Cry'?
Silence in the novel symbolizes both repression and the unspoken pain within
family and society, serving as a powerful motif that underscores the
difficulties of confronting the past.

Why is 'The Silent Cry' considered an important work
in Japanese literature?
'The Silent Cry' is considered important for its profound psychological
insight, its critical examination of Japan's history, and its influence on
post-war Japanese literature and cultural discourse.

Additional Resources
The Silent Cry by Kenzaburo Oe: A Profound Exploration of Postwar Japan and
Human Despair

the silent cry kenzaburo oe stands as one of the most compelling and intense
novels in modern Japanese literature. Written by Nobel laureate Kenzaburo Oe,
the book delves deep into the psychological, social, and political upheavals
of postwar Japan. With its intricate narrative and complex characters, The
Silent Cry offers a profound examination of identity, trauma, and the search
for meaning amid chaos. This article provides an analytical review of the
novel, exploring its themes, stylistic features, and its place within Oe’s
broader literary oeuvre.

Context and Background of The Silent Cry

Published in 1967, The Silent Cry (original Japanese title: Man'en Gannen no
Futtoboru) marked a turning point in Oe’s career. It emerged during a period
when Japan was grappling with the aftermath of World War II, rapid
modernization, and the social dislocation that followed. Oe, who often
integrates autobiographical elements into his work, wrote this novel at a



time when he was confronting personal and national crises. The story is set
in a rural village in Shikoku, Oe’s home region, which reflects the deep
tensions between tradition and modernity.

The novel is often regarded as one of Oe’s most ambitious works, featuring a
dense narrative structure and rich symbolism. It contrasts sharply with his
earlier, more straightforward stories, showcasing an evolution in his
literary style and thematic concerns.

In-depth Analysis of Themes and Narrative

Exploration of Postwar Disillusionment

At the heart of The Silent Cry is a portrayal of postwar disillusionment. The
novel’s protagonists, Mitsusaburo and Takashi, are brothers who return to
their ancestral village after years away. Their homecoming is fraught with
tension as they confront the legacy of their family’s past and the societal
changes around them. Oe uses this personal story to reflect the wider
national identity crisis that Japan faced during the postwar era.

The silent cry symbolized in the novel’s title refers to the unspoken anguish
experienced by individuals and communities struggling to reconcile their
traumatic histories with an uncertain future. Oe’s depiction of rural Japan
is not nostalgic but critical, exposing the fractures beneath the surface of
a seemingly peaceful society.

Family, Identity, and Trauma

One of the novel’s central preoccupations is the complex relationship between
the brothers Mitsusaburo and Takashi. Their interactions reveal deep
psychological rifts and conflicting worldviews. Mitsusaburo, the narrator,
represents introspection and a desire for understanding, while Takashi
embodies rebellion and unresolved rage.

Oe’s exploration of family dynamics serves as a microcosm for larger societal
conflicts. Themes of inherited trauma, guilt, and the struggle for self-
definition recur throughout the narrative. The characters’ silent suffering
becomes a powerful motif that underscores the limitations of communication
and empathy.

Symbolism and Literary Techniques

The Silent Cry is notable for its rich use of symbolism and mythic



references. Oe draws on Japanese history, folklore, and literary traditions
to layer the novel with multiple meanings. For example, the motif of the
“silent cry” itself evokes both a personal and collective voice that remains
unheard.

Stylistically, Oe employs a fragmented narrative, shifting perspectives, and
dense, poetic prose. This complexity challenges readers but also invites a
deeper engagement with the text’s philosophical questions. The interplay
between the rural setting and the characters’ inner turmoil creates a
haunting atmosphere that lingers beyond the final page.

Comparative Perspectives and Reception

Within the landscape of postwar Japanese literature, The Silent Cry occupies
a unique position. While contemporaries such as Yukio Mishima and Haruki
Murakami explore themes of identity and existentialism, Oe’s approach is
distinctly political and grounded in historical critique. His narrative
interrogates the consequences of war and modernization on individual lives
and communal memory.

The novel received critical acclaim for its depth and literary innovation,
solidifying Oe’s reputation internationally. However, some readers find its
dense style and bleak themes challenging. The Silent Cry’s influence extends
beyond literature into discussions of cultural memory and trauma studies,
making it a vital text for scholars and readers interested in Japan’s postwar
transformation.

Pros and Cons of The Silent Cry for Modern Readers

Pros: Offers profound insights into postwar Japan; rich character
development; complex narrative structure encourages deep reflection;
significant literary symbolism.

Cons: Dense and sometimes challenging prose; requires familiarity with
Japanese history and culture for full appreciation; emotionally heavy
themes may not appeal to all readers.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Decades after its publication, The Silent Cry by Kenzaburo Oe remains a vital
work for understanding the cultural and psychological landscape of modern
Japan. Its themes of alienation, memory, and reconciliation resonate



universally, transcending its specific historical context. As Japan continues
to grapple with its past and evolving identity, Oe’s novel offers a poignant
exploration of silence and expression, trauma and healing.

For literary enthusiasts and scholars alike, The Silent Cry exemplifies how
fiction can serve as a profound vehicle for national introspection. It
challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths and to appreciate the
complexities of human experience in the shadow of history.

In the broader scope of Kenzaburo Oe’s work, The Silent Cry stands as a
testament to his commitment to social critique and literary artistry. It
invites ongoing dialogue about the role of literature in processing
collective trauma and shaping cultural memory.

The Silent Cry Kenzaburo Oe
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  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Silent Cry Kenzaburō Ōe, 1988 Two brothers, Takashi and
Mitsu, return from Tokyo to the village of their childhood. The selling of their family home leads
them to an inescapable confrontation with their family history. Their attempt to escape the influence
of the city ends in failure as they realise that its tentacles extend to everything in the countryside,
even to their own relationship.--Publisher description.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Silent Cry Kenzaburo Oe, 2016 The Silent Cry follows two
brothers who return to their ancestral home, a village in densely forested Western Japan. After
decades of separation, the reunited men are each preoccupied by their own personal crises. One
brother grapples with the recent suicide of his dearest friend, the birth of his disabled son, and his
wife's increasing alcoholism. The other brother sets out to incite an uprising among the local youth
against the disintegration of the community's culture and economy due to the imposing franchise of
a Korean businessman nicknamed the Emperor of the Supermarkets. Both brothers live in the
shadow of the mysteries surrounding the untimely deaths of their older brother and younger sister,
as well as their great-grandfather's political heroism. When long-kept family secrets are revealed,
the brothers' strained bond is pushed to its breaking-point and their lives are irrevocably changed.
Considered Oe's most essential work by the Nobel Prize committee, The Silent Cry is as powerfully
relevant today as it was when first published in 1967.
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reunited men are each preoccupied by their own personal crises. One brother grapples with the
recent suicide of his dearest friend, the birth of his disabled son, and his wife’s increasing
alcoholism. The other brother sets out to incite an uprising among the local youth against the
disintegration of the community’s culture and economy due to the imposing franchise of a Korean
businessman nicknamed the “Emperor of the Supermarkets.” Both brothers live in the shadow of the
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mysteries surrounding the untimely deaths of their older brother and younger sister, as well as their
great-grandfather’s political heroism. When long-kept family secrets are revealed, the brothers’
strained bond is pushed to its breaking-point and their lives are irrevocably changed . . . Considered
Oe’s most essential work by the Nobel Prize committee, The Silent Cry is as powerfully relevant
today as it was when first published in 1967. Praise for The Silent Cry “[The Silent Cry] allows us a
glimpse of Oe’s narrative mastery.” —Nobel Prize citation “Somehow—and this is what gives his art
such unquestionable stature—Oe manages to smuggle a comic thread in all this tragedy.”
—Independent (UK) “A new pinnacle in post-war Japanese fiction.” —Yukio Mishima “Oe, in the
range of hope and despair he covers, seems to me to have in him a touch of Dostoevsky.” —Henry
Miller “Oe is dense, analytical, with a highly modern self-consciousness, though there’s real
nostalgia here for the dying traditions of pre-Westernized supermarket culture. A picture of
fragmenting identity and social breakdown as brutalizing as the 20th century itself.” —Kirkus
Reviews
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Silent Cry Kensaburo Oe, 1974 The Silent Cry traces the
uneasy relationship between two brothers who return to their ancestral home, a village in densely
forested western Japan. While one brother tries to sort out the after-effects of a friend's suicide and
the birth of a retarded son, the other embarks on a quixoticmission to incite an uprising among the
local youth. Oe's description of this brother's messianic struggle to save a disintegrating local
culture and economy from the depredations of a Korean wheeler-dealer called The Emperor of the
Supermarkets is as chillingly pertinent today as it was whenfirst published in 1967. Powerful and
daring, The Silent Cry is a thoroughly compelling classic of world literature.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Silent Cry Kenzaburo Oe, Kenzaburō Ōe, 1998 Two
brothers, Takashi and Mitsu, return from Tokyo to the village of their childhood. The selling of their
family home leads them to an inescapable confrontation with their family history. Their attempt to
escape the influence of the city ends in failure as they realize that its tentacles extend to everything
in the countryside, including their own relationship. In 1994, Kenzaburo Oe was awarded the Nobel
Prize for Literature. Signalling out The Silent Cry, the Nobel Committee stated that ?his poetic force
creates an imagined world, where life and myth condense to form a disconcerting picture of the
human predicament.? Kenzaburo Oe is one of the great writers of the century and The Silent Cry is
his masterpiece.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Silent Cry 健三郎·大江, 1981 Traces the uneasy relationship
between two brothers who return to their ancestral home, a village in densely forested western
Japan. While one brother tries to sort out the aftereffects of a friend's suicide and the birth of a
disabled son, the other embarks on a quixotic mission to incite an uprising among the local youth.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Themes of Myth and Death in Oe Kenzaburo's The
Silent Cry Laura L. Ditte, 1977
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Novels of Oe Kenzaburo Yasuko Claremont, 2008-12 The
author's critical study examines the key works of fiction by Oe Kenzaburo – the internationally
renowned Japanese writer who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1994.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Escape from the Wasteland Susan Jolliffe Napier, 2020-10-26
Lurid depictions of sex and impotence, themes of emperor worship and violence, the use of realism
and myth--these characterize the fiction of Mishima Yukio and Oe Kenzaburo. Susan Napier
discovers surprising similarities as well as provocative dissimilarities in the work of two writers of
radically different political orientations. Napier places Yukio’s and Kenzaburo’s fiction in the context
of postwar Japanese political and social realities and, in a new preface for the paperback edition,
reflects on each writer’s position in the tradition of Japanese literature.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Literature, 1991-1995 Sture All�n, 1997 Presented in this volume
is a collection of the Nobel Lectures delivered by the prize-winners, together with their biographies,
portraits and the presentation speeches for the period 1991-1995. Each Nobel Lecture is based on
the work that won the laureate his prize.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Postmodernity and Cross-culturalism Yoshinobu Hakutani,



2002 Whereas the text of modernity thrived on its rhythms, symbols, and representations of beauty,
and above all on its impersonality, postmodernity in the late decades of the twentieth century sought
relationships outside the text - those between literature and history, philosophy, psychology, society,
and culture. The exploration of such relationships is literary to postmodernity as it is ancillary to
modernity.--BOOK JACKET.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Once and Forever Kenji Miyazawa, 2018-10-02 A collection of
classic, fantastical tales from Northern Japan that are equal parts whimsical and sophisticated,
perfect for readers of all ages. Kenji Miyazawa is one of modern Japan’s most beloved writers, a
great poet and a strange and marvelous spinner of tales, whose sly, humorous, enchanting, and
enigmatic stories bear a certain resemblance to those of his contemporary Robert Walser. John
Bester’s selection and expert translation of Miyazawa’s short fiction reflects its full range from the
joyful, innocent “Wildcat and the Acorns,” to the cautionary tale “The Restaurant of Many Orders,”
to “The Earthgod and the Fox,” which starts out whimsically before taking a tragic turn. Miyazawa
also had a deep connection to Japanese folklore and an intense love of the natural world. In “The
Wild Pear,” what seem to be two slight nature sketches succeed in encapsulating some of the cruelty
and compensations of life itself.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: ,
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: A William Faulkner Encyclopedia Robert W. Hamblin, Charles
Peek, 1999-11-30 Sometimes called the American Shakespeare, William Faulkner is known for
providing poignant and accurate renderings of the human condition, creating a world of colorful
characters in his fictional Yoknapatawpha County, and writing in a style that is both distinct and
demanding. Though he is known as a Southern writer, his appeal transcends regional and even
national boundaries. Since winning the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1950, he has been the subject of
more than 5,000 scholarly books and articles. Academic interest in his career has been matched by
popular acclaim, with some of his works adapted for the cinema. This reference is an authoritative
guide to Faulkner's life, literature, and legacy. The encyclopedia includes nearly 500 alphabetically
arranged entries for topics related to Faulkner and his world. Included are entries for his works and
major characters and themes, as well as the literary and cultural contexts in which his texts were
conceived, written, and published. There are also entries for relatives, friends, and other persons
important to Faulkner's biography; historical events, persons, and places; social and cultural
developments; and literary and philosophical terms and movements. The entries are written by
expert contributors who bring a broad range of perspectives and experience to their analysis of his
work. Entries typically conclude with suggestions for further reading, and the volume closes with a
bibliography and detailed index.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The New York Public Library Literature Companion Staff of
The New York Public Library, 2001-11-06 Pick up The New York Public Library Literature
Companion to check the dates of Marcel Proust's Remembrance of Things Past or to find out how
James Joyce's Ulysses changed U.S. obscenity laws, and you may find yourself hours later absorbed
in the imaginary worlds of Camelot and The Matrix or sidetracked by the fascinating history of The
New Yorker. Designed to satisfy the curious browser as well as the serious researcher, this exciting
new resource offers the most up-to-date information on literature available in English from around
the world, from the invention of writing to the age of the computer. Interwoven throughout the more
than 2,500 succinct and insightful entries on Creators, Works of Literature, and Literary Facts and
Resources are the fascinating facts and quirky biographical details that make literature come alive.
Readers will discover, for instance, that Walt Whitman was fired from his government job after his
personal copy of Leaves of Grass was discovered in his desk by the Secretary of the Interior, who
was scandalized by it; that James Baldwin remembered listening to blues singer Bessie Smith
(playing her till I fell asleep) when he was writing his first book; and that a publisher turned down
the serialization rights to Gone with the Wind, saying, Who needs the Civil War now -- who cares?
Looking for information about book burning or how many Nobel laureates have come from Japan?
You'll find it here. Trying to remember the name of that movie based on a favorite book? Read the



Variations section -- you'll be amazed at the pervasive presence of great literature in today's
entertainment. From Aristophanes to Allende, from Bergson to Bloom, the biographical entries will
inform readers about the men and women who have shaped -- and are shaping -- the literary world.
Look into Works of Literature to discover the significance of Beowulf, The Fountainhead, Doctor
Zhivago, and nearly 1,000 other titles. Check the Dictionary of Literature to find out what the critics
and theorists are talking about. And if you wish to delve even deeper, Websites for Literature and
Literary Factbooks and Handbooks are just two of the bibliographies that will point readers in the
right direction. Unique in scope and design and easy to use, The New York Public Library Literature
Companion will be at home on every reader's shelf. Whether you are immersed in Stephen King or
King Lear, this book has the insights, facts, and fascinating stories that will enrich your reading
forever. With four major research centers and 85 branch libraries, The New York Public Library is
internationally recognized as one of the greatest institutions of its kind. Founded in 1895, the library
now holds more than 50 million items, including several world-renowned collections of literary
manuscripts and rare books. Among the books published from the library in recent years are The
New York Public Library Desk Reference (1998); The Hand of the Poet (1997); Letters of Transit:
Reflections on Exile, Identity, Language, and Loss (1999); A Secret Location on the Lower East Side:
Adventures in Writing, 1960-1980 (1998); and Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the
Western World (2000).
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Suicide and the Gothic William Hughes, Andrew Smith,
2019-08-08 Suicide and the Gothic is the first study of the representation of suicide in Gothic texts
from the eighteenth century to the present. Poems, short stories, novels, films and video games are
covered from European, American and Asian contexts.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Union Issues , 1988
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: The Great Wave Christopher Benfey, 2007-12-18 When the
United States entered the Gilded Age after the Civil War, argues cultural historian Christopher
Benfey, the nation lost its philosophical moorings and looked eastward to “Old Japan,” with its
seemingly untouched indigenous culture, for balance and perspective. Japan, meanwhile, was trying
to reinvent itself as a more cosmopolitan, modern state, ultimately transforming itself, in the course
of twenty-five years, from a feudal backwater to an international power. This great wave of historical
and cultural reciprocity between the two young nations, which intensified during the late 1800s,
brought with it some larger-than-life personalities, as the lure of unknown foreign cultures prompted
pilgrimages back and forth across the Pacific. In The Great Wave, Benfey tells the story of the tightly
knit group of nineteenth-century travelers—connoisseurs, collectors, and scientists—who dedicated
themselves to exploring and preserving Old Japan. As Benfey writes, “A sense of urgency impelled
them, for they were convinced—Darwinians that they were—that their quarry was on the verge of
extinction.” These travelers include Herman Melville, whose Pequod is “shadowed by hostile and
mysterious Japan”; the historian Henry Adams and the artist John La Farge, who go to Japan on an
art-collecting trip and find exotic adventures; Lafcadio Hearn, who marries a samurai’s daughter and
becomes Japan’s preeminent spokesman in the West; Mabel Loomis Todd, the first woman to climb
Mt. Fuji; Edward Sylvester Morse, who becomes the world’s leading expert on both Japanese marine
life and Japanese architecture; the astronomer Percival Lowell, who spends ten years in the East and
writes seminal works on Japanese culture before turning his restless attention to life on Mars; and
President (and judo enthusiast) Theodore Roosevelt. As well, we learn of famous Easterners come
West, including Kakuzo Okakura, whose The Book of Tea became a cult favorite, and Shuzo Kuki, a
leading philosopher of his time, who studied with Heidegger and tutored Sartre. Finally, as Benfey
writes, his meditation on cultural identity “seeks to capture a shared mood in both the Gilded Age
and the Meiji Era, amid superficial promise and prosperity, of an overmastering sense of
precariousness and impending peril.”
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: Kazuo Ishiguro Against World Literature Chris Holmes,
2024-11-14 A study of how Kazuo Ishiguro's novels respond to and represent the world through
characters that are profoundly limited in their understanding of the systems that bind them. How



has a writer known principally for his contained domestic novels come to represent the most
dynamic elements of world literature? In Kazuo Ishiguro Against World Literature, Chris Holmes
expands our understanding of how world literature engages with the most pressing crises of the
20th and 21st centuries by examining Ishiguro's fascination with characters who are profoundly
constrained in their ability to understand global systems to which they are subject. Rather than
following the established pattern of so-called global novels, which crisscross the planet exhibiting a
knowing cosmopolitanism, Ishiguro's fictional engagement with the world comes principally in the
form of characters who are cut off from the global systems that abuse them. By examining the ways
in which Ishiguro foregrounds the in-process thinking of those who fail to comprehend their place in
the flow of politics, culture, and ideas, Holmes positions Ishiguro as the great chronicler of everyday
lives, and as such, prepares a mode of reading world literature that questions the assumptions for
how we live and think with others when each of us is deeply limited.
  the silent cry kenzaburo oe: A Collector's Guide to Books on Japan in English Jozef Rogala,
2012-10-12 For librarians and private collectors of books on Japan in English, Jozef Rogala's
alphabetical guide will prove an invaluable and very accessible addition to existing bibliographic
sources and references, not least because of the supporting biographies of major writers and the
historical and cultural notes provided. Includes subject index.
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