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Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire: Unpacking a Complex Relationship

islamophobia and the politics of empire are deeply intertwined phenomena that
shape global narratives, policies, and social attitudes in ways that are
often overlooked. When we talk about islamophobia, we are not simply
discussing prejudice or bigotry against Muslims; we are also engaging with a
broader historical and political context where empire-building, colonial
legacies, and geopolitical strategies have played crucial roles in framing
Islam and Muslim identities. Understanding this complex relationship helps us
see beyond surface-level explanations and challenges us to reconsider how
power, fear, and control operate in contemporary societies.

The Historical Roots of Islamophobia within
Imperial Ambitions

Islamophobia is not a new phenomenon; its roots can be traced back centuries
to periods of empire expansion and colonial conquest. European empires, from
the British to the French and beyond, embarked on expansive campaigns that
often positioned Muslim-majority regions as “other” or “exotic” lands needing
governance and control. This process of “othering” was not merely about
territorial conquest but also about creating narratives that justified
colonial domination.

The Role of Orientalism in Shaping Perceptions

One of the most influential frameworks in this regard is Orientalism, a term
popularized by scholar Edward Said. Orientalism describes a Western lens that
views Eastern societies, particularly Islamic ones, as backward, irrational,
and fundamentally different from the West. This intellectual tradition was
more than academic—it provided the ideological scaffolding for empires to
assert moral and political superiority over Muslim populations.

The portrayal of Muslims as inherently violent, fanatical, or despotic served
to legitimize imperial control and military interventions. These stereotypes
persist today, feeding into modern islamophobia and influencing how policies
toward Muslim-majority countries are formulated.



Contemporary Islamophobia as a Tool of Empire

In the post-colonial world, islamophobia continues to operate as a political
tool that supports ongoing imperial interests. Far from being an isolated
social prejudice, islamophobia is embedded in the language and practices of
global power structures, shaping immigration laws, security policies, and
international relations.

War on Terror and the Reinforcement of Islamophobic
Narratives

The 9/11 attacks marked a turning point in the global politics of
islamophobia. The “War on Terror” launched by the United States and its
allies has been characterized by military interventions in Afghanistan, Iraq,
and beyond—wars that disproportionately target Muslim populations. This era
has seen the rise of securitization policies that often equate Muslim
identities with suspicion and danger.

These policies reinforce islamophobic attitudes by portraying Muslims as a
monolithic threat, ignoring the rich diversity within Muslim communities. The
politics of empire is visible here: military and economic interests in the
Middle East and South Asia are maintained through narratives that justify
intervention under the guise of combating terrorism.

The Impact on Muslim Diasporas

Islamophobia shaped by imperial politics also profoundly affects Muslim
minorities in Western countries. Increased surveillance, racial profiling,
hate crimes, and discriminatory immigration practices are often justified by
security concerns rooted in fears of extremism. This environment fosters
social exclusion and marginalization, making it harder for Muslim communities
to integrate and thrive.

It’s important to recognize that these challenges are not merely social
issues but are tied to broader geopolitical strategies. Governments often use
islamophobia domestically to consolidate power, divert attention from
economic inequalities, or justify authoritarian policies.

Intersections with Racism, Nationalism, and
Identity Politics

Islamophobia does not exist in a vacuum; it intersects with other forms of
racism and xenophobia. The politics of empire have historically constructed



racial hierarchies that place Muslims in subordinate positions. These
hierarchies are reinforced through nationalist rhetoric that equates national
identity with whiteness or Christianity, further marginalizing Muslims as
outsiders or threats.

How Nationalism Fuels Islamophobia

In many countries, rising nationalist movements harness islamophobic
sentiments to mobilize support. By framing Muslims as cultural threats to
“national values” or security, these movements tap into fears stoked by the
politics of empire. This dynamic not only damages social cohesion but also
distracts from underlying structural issues like economic disparities and
political disenfranchisement.

Resistance and Solidarity: Challenging Empire
through Inclusive Narratives

Despite the pervasive nature of islamophobia tied to imperial politics, there
are growing movements that resist these narratives and advocate for
solidarity. Activists, scholars, and community leaders emphasize the
importance of recognizing Muslim experiences beyond stereotypes and promoting
inclusive histories that acknowledge colonial injustices.

Educational initiatives that teach critical media literacy and historical
context can empower individuals to question islamophobic rhetoric and
understand its roots in empire. Additionally, fostering intercultural
dialogue and coalition-building between marginalized groups can challenge the
divisive politics that islamophobia often fuels.

Understanding Islamophobia through a Global
Lens

Islamophobia and the politics of empire cannot be fully grasped without
considering global power dynamics. The experiences of Muslims vary widely
across regions, shaped by the legacies of colonialism, ongoing foreign
interventions, and local political contexts.

The Role of Media and Political Discourse

Media representation plays a pivotal role in perpetuating or challenging
islamophobia. Sensationalist coverage of conflicts involving Muslims, biased
reporting, and the amplification of extremist voices contribute to skewed



public perceptions. Political discourse often mirrors these media trends,
with some leaders using islamophobic rhetoric to gain political capital.

Critically engaging with media and advocating for responsible journalism are
key steps in dismantling islamophobic narratives that serve imperial
interests. Encouraging diverse Muslim voices in media and politics helps
present more nuanced and humanized portrayals.

Economic Interests and Military Strategies

At the heart of the politics of empire linked to islamophobia are economic
and military interests. Control over resources like 0il, strategic
geopolitical positioning, and military alliances drive many interventions in
Muslim-majority countries. Islamophobic ideologies provide a convenient moral
cover for actions driven by profit and power rather than genuine security
concerns.

Understanding these motivations helps unpack the seemingly contradictory
policies that simultaneously promote democracy and human rights while
engaging in oppressive practices abroad.

Exploring the relationship between islamophobia and the politics of empire
reveals a complex web of historical legacies, ideological constructions, and
geopolitical strategies. Recognizing this interconnectedness is essential for
fostering more just, inclusive, and informed societies. It challenges us to
look critically at the narratives we consume and the policies we support,
encouraging a move toward empathy and equity that transcends imperial
divides.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Islamophobia and how does it relate to the
politics of empire?

Islamophobia refers to prejudice, fear, or hatred against Islam and Muslims.
It often intersects with the politics of empire by being used to justify
imperialist policies, wars, and interventions targeting Muslim-majority
countries under the guise of security or civilizational conflict.

How has the politics of empire contributed to the
rise of Islamophobia in Western societies?

The politics of empire has contributed to Islamophobia by framing Muslim
populations as the 'other' or as threats to national security, especially
after events like 9/11. Imperialist actions in the Middle East and the War on
Terror have fueled stereotypes and xenophobia against Muslims in Western



societies.

In what ways do media representations reinforce
Islamophobia within the context of empire?

Media representations often depict Muslims as violent, backward, or
extremist, reinforcing Islamophobic narratives that support imperialist
agendas. These portrayals justify military interventions and surveillance,
perpetuating fear and misunderstanding about Muslim communities globally.

How can understanding the politics of empire help
combat Islamophobia?

Understanding the politics of empire reveals how Islamophobia is not just
random prejudice but a systemic tool used to maintain power and control. This
awareness can help activists and policymakers address the root causes of
Islamophobia, challenge imperialist policies, and promote more nuanced,
respectful engagement with Muslim communities.

What role do postcolonial critiques play in
analyzing Islamophobia and empire?

Postcolonial critiques analyze how colonial histories and imperial power
dynamics continue to shape attitudes toward Muslims and justify Islamophobia.
They highlight the ongoing impact of empire in constructing Muslim identities
as inferior or threatening, encouraging decolonial approaches to dismantle
these harmful narratives.

Additional Resources

**Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire: An Analytical Review**

islamophobia and the politics of empire are inextricably linked phenomena
that continue to shape geopolitical narratives and domestic policies around
the world. As global power dynamics evolve, the persistence of anti-Muslim
sentiment often reflects deeper colonial legacies and ongoing imperial
ambitions. This article explores how islamophobia operates within the
framework of empire politics, analyzing its origins, manifestations, and
implications for international relations and social cohesion.

The Historical Context of Islamophobia and
Empire

To understand the contemporary interplay between islamophobia and the
politics of empire, one must look back at the colonial era, during which



European powers expanded their influence across Muslim-majority regions. The
British, French, Dutch, and other empires employed orientalist discourses
that depicted Islam and Muslim societies as backward, irrational, and
threatening. These stereotypes provided ideological justification for
domination, resource extraction, and political control.

Orientalist literature and scholarship framed the Muslim “Other” as
fundamentally incompatible with Western civilization’s ideals. This narrative
perpetuated a cultural binary that painted the empire as a civilizing force
while demonizing Muslim populations. Such constructions laid the groundwork
for enduring prejudices that persist in various forms today.

Postcolonial Legacy and Contemporary Islamophobia

Following the dissolution of formal empires, the political and cultural
legacies of colonialism continued to influence Western policies and
attitudes. The Cold War era, for example, saw the strategic positioning of
Muslim-majority countries within broader geopolitical rivalries, often
accompanied by selective engagement and stereotyping.

In the post-9/11 landscape, islamophobia intensified, intertwining with
national security discourses and the “War on Terror.” Governments in the
United States, Europe, and elsewhere implemented policies that
disproportionately targeted Muslim communities, including surveillance,
immigration restrictions, and military interventions in the Middle East and
North Africa. These actions reinforced the image of Islam as inherently
linked to violence and extremism, fueling public fear and prejudice.

Islamophobia as a Tool of Imperial Politics

Islamophobia functions as a political instrument that sustains and
legitimizes empire-like practices in the modern world. By framing Muslim
populations as threats to security and Western values, governments
rationalize interventionist policies and domestic measures that marginalize
Muslim citizens and residents.

Militarism and Foreign Policy

The politics of empire often manifest through military engagement in Muslim-
majority regions under the guise of combating terrorism or promoting
democracy. For instance, the US-led invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq were
justified by narratives of liberating oppressed peoples from authoritarian
regimes and extremist ideologies. However, these interventions have
frequently resulted in destabilization, civilian casualties, and the
entrenchment of anti-Western sentiment.



Such actions reinforce islamophobia by portraying Muslim societies as violent
and chaotic, thereby normalizing continuous foreign presence and control.
This cyclical dynamic benefits imperial interests by maintaining spheres of
influence and access to strategic resources.

Domestic Policies and Social Control

Within Western nations, islamophobia contributes to social control mechanisms
that resemble imperial governance tactics. Policies such as racial profiling,
counterterrorism legislation, and restrictions on religious expression
disproportionately affect Muslim communities. This creates a climate of
suspicion and exclusion, undermining social integration and equal
citizenship.

Moreover, media representation plays a crucial role in perpetuating
islamophobic stereotypes. Sensationalist coverage often highlights Muslim
involvement in crime or terrorism while ignoring diverse contributions and
peaceful coexistence. Such portrayals shape public opinion and political
agendas, reinforcing systemic discrimination.

Comparative Perspectives: Islamophobia in
Different Imperial Contexts

Examining islamophobia through a comparative lens reveals variations in how
the politics of empire operate across different regions and historical
moments.

e Europe: Many European countries grapple with islamophobia amid
immigration debates and rising populism. Colonial histories in North
Africa and the Middle East influence contemporary attitudes, with former
imperial powers facing complex legacies of integration and exclusion.

e North America: In the United States and Canada, islamophobia has been
shaped by immigration patterns and national security concerns. The
post-9/11 era saw increased surveillance and profiling, with significant
impacts on civil liberties.

e Asia and Africa: Muslim minorities in countries such as India, Myanmar,
and China confront islamophobia within nationalist frameworks that echo
imperial control tactics. These dynamics often intertwine with ethnic
and religious conflicts, complicating efforts toward pluralism.

Understanding these diverse contexts highlights the multifaceted nature of
islamophobia as a political phenomenon linked to imperial strategies.



The Role of Global Media and Digital Platforms

In today’'s interconnected world, digital media and social networks amplify
islamophobic narratives and facilitate transnational dissemination of
prejudices tied to empire politics. Online platforms can serve as echo
chambers, where misinformation and hate speech about Muslims proliferate
rapidly.

However, these same technologies also enable counter-narratives and activism
that challenge islamophobia and imperial domination. Grassroots movements and
international coalitions use digital tools to promote dialogue, human rights,
and historical awareness, seeking to dismantle entrenched biases.

Implications for Policy and Social Cohesion

Addressing islamophobia within the context of empire politics requires
nuanced policies that confront both domestic discrimination and international
power imbalances.

e Policy Reform: Governments must review counterterrorism and immigration
policies to eliminate racial and religious profiling while safeguarding
civil liberties.

e Education and Awareness: Promoting historical literacy about colonialism
and its legacies can foster critical understanding of islamophobia’s
roots and consequences.

e Media Responsibility: Encouraging balanced and accurate media
representation of Muslim communities can counter stereotypes and reduce
social tensions.

e International Cooperation: Addressing the geopolitical dimensions of
empire politics involves dialogue and equitable partnerships that
respect sovereignty and cultural diversity.

These approaches aim to disrupt the cyclical relationship between
islamophobia and empire, creating space for more inclusive and just
societies.

As the global community navigates complex cultural and political landscapes,
recognizing how islamophobia intersects with the politics of empire is
crucial. This understanding challenges simplistic narratives and encourages a
more critical examination of power, identity, and resistance in the 21st
century.
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islamophobia and the politics of empire: Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire Deepa
Kumar, 2012 Islamophobia examines the origins of the ongoing assault on Muslims and Arabs in the
U.S., and the war on terror

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire Deepa
Kumar, 2021-09-07 In this incisive account, leading scholar of Islamophobia Deepa Kumar traces the
history of anti-Muslim racism from the early modern era to the War on Terror. Importantly, Kumar
contends that Islamophobia is best understood as racism rather than as religious intolerance. An
innovative analysis of anti-Muslim racism and empire, Islamophobia argues that empire creates the
conditions for anti-Muslim racism, which in turn sustains empire. This book, now updated to include
the end of the Trump's presidency, offers a clear and succinct explanation of how Islamophobia
functions in the United States both as a set of coercive policies and as a body of ideas that take
various forms: liberal, conservative, and rightwing. The matrix of anti-Muslim racism charts how
various institutions-the media, think tanks, the foreign policy establishment, the university, the
national security apparatus, and the legal sphere-produce and circulate this particular form of
bigotry. Anti-Muslim racism not only has horrific consequences for people in Muslim-majority
countries who become the targets of an endless War on Terror, but for Muslims and those who look
Muslim in the West as well.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Secularism, Race, and the Politics of Islamophobia
Sharmin Sadequee, 2025-07-02 Dominant scholarship identifies Islamophobia as a form of racism
where race and religion have become conflated in social structures. These important analyses form a
complex ideological, social, political, and historical construction. However, the authors in this
volume argue that current scholarship does not account for the relationship between secularism and
race in social structures in theorizing Islamophobia. Advocating for a decolonial approach to better
theorize the phenomenon, Secularism, Race, and the Politics of Islamophobia intervenes in this area
of scholarship to call attention to the ways secularism is embedded in and drives the disciplinary
institutions of the State—such as law, political groups, government entities, and bureaucracies—to
authorize racism and the racialization of Muslims and Islam. Highlighting the extent and nature of
contemporary scholarly debates as well as public efforts to counter Islamophobia, the contributors to
this collection address and deepen awareness of its present-day formations in secular neoliberal
societies. Scholars and students from anthropology, sociology, law, political science, and beyond will
benefit from this interdisciplinary study. Contributors: Khaled Al-Qazzaz, Jinan Bastaki, Dustin ]J.
Byrd, Zeinab Diab, Alain Gabon, Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, Fatimah Jackson-Best, Roshan Arah
Jahangeer, Areesha Khan, Sharmin Sadequee, Saul J. Takahashi, Nakita Valerio. Foreword by Jasmin
Zine.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: The Struggle of Entertainment and Neoliberal
Postcolonial Capitalist Politics in "New" Saudi Arabia Anas M. Alahmed, 2022-07-07 Anas M.
Alahmed argues that the Entertainment Authority of Saudi Arabia created in 2016 was meant to
introduce a “new Saudi” to the Western outsider audience and that the “new Saudi” state is on a
mission to transform the country from a traditional and conservative kingdom to a new state
dedicated to social modernization and openness. Alahmed contends that globalization and the
neoliberalism capitalist mode of politics have reinforced the transformation of cultural production
into global entertainment production. Therefore, the author shows how the entertainment sector


https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-006/Book?ID=qEl73-5712&title=islamophobia-and-the-politics-of-empire.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-28/Book?trackid=Dda22-5412&title=the-fly-by-katherine-mansfield-questions-and-answers-pdf.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-28/Book?trackid=Dda22-5412&title=the-fly-by-katherine-mansfield-questions-and-answers-pdf.pdf

relies heavily on reproducing the Western culture of entertainment production and depends on
Western businesses to bring entertainment into the country instead of investing in local
entertainment businesses, which forces the state to adopt neoliberal capitalism. The author provides
evidence on how the new modernity of Saudi Arabia has become a political tool through which
neoliberal capitalists can create positive relationships with Western capitals as part of the
postcolonial struggle of neoliberalism in the Global South. Alahmed argues that there is a connection
between the role of geopolitical power in globalization and postcolonial studies that explains the
struggles of indigenous cultures related to providing their own production to society.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Jimi Hendrix and the Cultural Politics of
Popular Music Aaron Lefkovitz, 2018-03-28 This book, on Jimi Hendrix’s life, times, visual-cultural
prominence, and popular music, with a particular emphasis on Hendrix’s relationships to the
cultural politics of race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, class, and nation. Hendrix, an itinerant “Gypsy”
and “Voodoo child” whose racialized “freak” visual image continues to internationally circulate,
exploited the exoticism of his race, gender, and sexuality and Gypsy and Voodoo transnational
political cultures and religion. Aaron E. Lefkovitz argues that Hendrix can be located in a legacy of
black-transnational popular musicians, from Chuck Berry to the hip hop duo Outkast, confirming
while subverting established white supremacist and hetero-normative codes and conventions.
Focusing on Hendrix’s transnational biography and centrality to US and international visual cultural
and popular music histories, this book links Hendrix to traditions of blackface minstrelsy,
international freak show spectacles, black popular music’s global circulation, and visual-cultural
racial, gender, and sexual stereotypes, while noting Hendrix’s place in 1960s countercultural,
US-exceptionalist, cultural Cold War, and rock histories.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Muslim American Politics and the Future of
US Democracy Edward E. Curtis IV, 2019-12-03 Reveals the important role of Muslim Americans in
American politics Since the 1950s, and especially in the post-9/11 era, Muslim Americans have
played outsized roles in US politics, sometimes as political dissidents and sometimes as political
insiders. However, more than at any other moment in history, Muslim Americans now stand at the
symbolic center of US politics and public life. This volume argues that the future of American
democracy depends on whether Muslim Americans are able to exercise their political rights as
citizens and whether they can find acceptance as social equals. Many believe that, over time, Muslim
Americans will be accepted just as other religious minorities have been. Yet Curtis contends that this
belief overlooks the real barrier to their full citizenship, which is political rather than cultural. The
dominant form of American liberalism has prevented the political assimilation of American Muslims,
even while leaders from Eisenhower to Obama have offered rhetorical support for their acceptance.
Drawing on examples ranging from the political rhetoric of the Nation of Islam in the 1950s and
1960s to the symbolic use of fallen Muslim American service members in the 2016 election cycle,
Curtis shows that the efforts of Muslim Americans to be regarded as full Americans have been going
on for decades, yet never with full success. Curtis argues that policies, laws, and political rhetoric
concerning Muslim Americans are quintessential American political questions. Debates about
freedom of speech and religion, equal justice under law, and the war on terrorism have placed
Muslim Americans at the center of public discourse. How Americans decide to view and make policy
regarding Muslim Americans will play a large role in what kind of country the United States will
become, and whether it will be a country that chooses freedom over fear and justice over prejudice.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: US Politics in an Age of Uncertainty Sharon Smith,
Charlie Post, Kim Moody, Mike Davis, Neil Davidson, Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, Elizabeth Schulte
Martin, Deepa Kumar, Justin Akers Chacén, Nancy Fraser, 2017-11-13 “This collection contains
everything we need to understand the world that gave us Trump, and to arm ourselves for the
battles to come” (Sarah Jaffe, author of Necessary Trouble: Americans in Revolt). The Democratic
Party and mainstream liberal organizations have shown themselves to be completely inadequate to
address the key questions facing working people today. The corporate-friendly wing of the party,
especially in the aftermath of the Great Recession in 2008, has created conditions that led to the




Trump phenomenon in the international context of rising right-wing populism. These essays from a
wide variety of thinkers delve into topics of economic inequality and exploitation, gender and
cultural identity, and how the neglect of the working class by establishment politicians has had
consequences that urgently need to be addressed.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Normalization of the Global Far Right Ulrike M.
Vieten, Scott Poynting, 2022-09-26 Exploring how the boundary between the extremist far right and
centre-right parties and politics became blurred, Normalization of the Global Far Right deconstructs
one of the most pressing issues of today: the rise of the far right.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Islamic and Muslim Studies in Australia Halim
Rane, 2021-08-17 The eight articles published in this Special Issue present original, empirical
research, using various methods of data collection and analysis, in relation to topics that are
pertinent to the study of Islam and Muslims in Australia. The contributors include long-serving
scholars in the field, mid-career researchers, and early career researchers who represent many of
Australia’s universities engaged in Islamic and Muslim studies, including the Australian National
University, Charles Sturt University, Deakin University, Griffith University, and the University of
Newcastle. The topics covered in this Special Issue include how Muslim Australians understand
Islam (Rane et al. 2020); ethical and epistemological challenges facing Islamic and Muslim studies
researchers (Mansouri 2020); Islamic studies in Australia’s university sector (Keskin and Ozalp
2021); Muslim women’s access to and participation in Australia’s mosques (Ghafournia 2020);
religion, belonging and active citizenship among Muslim youth in Australia (Ozalp and Cufurovi¢),
the responses of Muslim community organizations to Islamophobia (Cheikh Hussain 2020); Muslim
ethical elites (Roose 2020); and the migration experiences of Hazara Afghans (Parkes 2020).

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Race, Popular Culture, and Far-right Extremism in
the United States Priya Dixit, 2022-10-25 This book analyzes key popular culture artifacts linked
with United States’ far-right extremism to illustrate how extremists use various narrative strategies
to legitimate their interests and goals and to justify violent actions. Recognizing these narrative
strategies and how they are used partly explains the back and forth moves between mainstream
politics and the far-right of ideas and issues that used to remain within far-right circles. The main
objective of this book is to utilize theoretical approaches that centralize processes of racialization to
analyze and explain how far-right extremists utilize recognizable narratives to mainstream and
communicate their ideas. The book will illustrate processes by which racialized subjects are
produced and violence justified. In order to do so, the book concentrates on popular culture as
sources of how the far-right constitutes their identities and goals. It first develops a methodological
plan to study popular culture artifacts that is drawn from scholarship on race and discourse analysis
in International Relations (IR). It then analyzes far-right use of key popular culture artifacts, such as
magazines, memes, and manifestos, to note how extremist identities and interests are produced,
publicly communicated, and mainstreamed. This will contribute to Security Studies and IR’s
understanding of far-right extremism, especially how they utilize similar narrative strategies as used
in mainstream contexts to justify their calls for violence.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: The Personal Is Political Christine Salkin Davis,
Jonathan L. Crane, 2020-07-27 In the wake of Donald J. Trump’s unprecedented victory and his
administration’s multi-pronged attacks on an array of vulnerable populations, a diverse collection of
scholars was asked to document the ways in which marginalized peoples have experienced the first
years of Trump mayhem. The essays in this volume ask us to think through tough narratives of
exclusion, exile, and pain. The challenge in this book is to represent the unrepresentable, to
document in chilling detail how Trump, his allies in government, and his unshakeable base have
weaponized the culture war and threatened the ideals of the Republic. This book invites us to
experience the scarifying perspective of the marginalized Other, to remember to honor all our most
human stories that, woven together, make up the collective ‘us’; the collective ‘U.S.” The editors also
hope this collection suggests a way forward, a way to defeat American nativism and a way to end the
war on those of us who are, on this sad day, our nation’s public enemies.



islamophobia and the politics of empire: American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences -
Volume 34-4 Ovamir Anjum, 2017-11-01 The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS) is
a double-blind, peer-reviewed interdisciplinary and international journal that publishes a wide
variety of scholarly research on all facets of Islam and the Muslim world: anthropology, economics,
history, philosophy and metaphysics, politics, psychology, and law.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Contemporary Anti-Muslim Politics Kenneth J.
Long, 2017-02-15 Contemporary Anti-Muslim Politics provides a succinct but potent critique of the
policies of Western nations toward Muslims, particularly the aggressive foreign policies of the
United States and the exclusionary domestic policies of Europe. These policies have already claimed
millions of Muslim lives. For decades, policies that rely on war, exclusion, and ghettoization have
triggered conflict escalation. The actions of groups such as the Islamic State and Boko Haram are
reactions to this history. Their tactics exacerbate negative stereotyping of Muslims generally and
Western military strategies cause many Muslims to pursue survivalist politics that enable and
strengthen such groups. Anti-Muslim politics in Western nations takes many forms beyond war and
exclusion, including racialization, stereotyping, sacrilegious cultural assaults, mass media
scapegoating, and even tolerance, which implies something unpalatable in need of toleration. The
gridlock brought by pluralism and constitutionalism, both in Europe and the United States, serves
few people well, but it has locked Muslims into an especially abusive status quo.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Converting to Islam Amy Melissa Guimond,
2017-06-16 This text aims to discover the shared lived experiences of white American female
converts to Islam in post- 9/11 America. It explores the increasingly hostile social climate faced by
Muslim Americans, as well as the spiritual, social, physical, and mental integration of these women
into the Muslim-American population. In the United States, rates of conversion to Islam are rapidly
increasing—alongside Islamophobic sentiment and hate crimes against Muslims. For a period of
time, there was a lull in this negative sentiment. However, in light of the Paris terror attacks, the
increased prominence of ISIS/ISIL, and the influx of refugees from Syria, anti-Muslim rhetoric is
once again on the rise. This volume analyzes how a singular collection of female converts have
adapted to life in the United States in the shadow of 9/11.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Orientalism and Literature Geoffrey P. Nash,
2019-11-14 Orientalism and Literature discusses a key critical concept in literary studies and how it
assists our reading of literature. It reviews the concept's evolution: how it has been explored,
imagined and narrated in literature. Part I considers Orientalism's origins and its geographical and
multidisciplinary scope, then considers the major genres and trends Orientalism inspired in the
literary-critical field such as the eighteenth-century Oriental tale, reading the Bible, and Victorian
Oriental fiction. Part II recaptures specific aspects of Edward Said's Orientalism: the
multidisciplinary contexts and scholarly discussions it has inspired (such as colonial discourse, race,
resistance, feminism and travel writing). Part III deliberates upon recent and possible future
applications of Orientalism, probing its currency and effectiveness in the twenty-first century, the
role it has played and continues to play in the operation of power, and how in new forms,
neo-Orientalism and Islamophobia, it feeds into various genres, from migrant writing to journalism.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Boricua Muslims Ken Chitwood, 2025 The stories
and struggles of Puerto Rican Muslims in modern day America

islamophobia and the politics of empire: The Routledge History of Police Brutality in
America Thomas Aiello, 2023-04-11 This handbook offers a comprehensive historical overview and
analysis of police brutality in US history and the variety of ways it has manifested itself. Police
brutality has been a defining controversy of the modern age, brought into focus most readily by the
murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis and the mass protests that occurred as a result in 2020.
However, the problem of police brutality has been consistent throughout American history. This
volume traces its history back to Antebellum slavery, through the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era,
the two world wars and the twentieth century, to the present day. This handbook is designed to
create a generally holistic picture of the phenomenon of police brutality in the United States in all of




its major lived forms and confronts a wide range of topics including: Race Ethnicity Gender Police
reactions to protest movements (particularly as they relate to the counterculture and opposition to
the Vietnam War) Legal and legislative outgrowths against police brutality The representations of
police brutality in popular culture forms like film and music The role of technology in publicizing
such abuses, and the protest movements mounted against it The Routledge History of Police
Brutality in America will provide a vital reference work for students and scholars of American
history, African American history, criminal justice, sociology, anthropology, and Africana studies.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Biopsychosocial Perspectives on Arab
Americans Sylvia C. Nassar, Kristine J. Ajrouch, Florence ]. Dallo, Julie Hakim-Larson, 2023-08-01
The biopsychosocial study of Arab Americans yields compelling insights into innovative theoretical
and applied initiatives. In the context of a growing population of Arab Americans, coupled with the
current tenure of xenophobia and exposed structural racism in the US, clinical and community
practitioners must be attuned to their clients of Arab ancestry, whose experiences, development, and
health concerns are distinctly different than that of their White counterparts. This second edition,
with its uniquely interwoven sections of culture, psychosocial development, and health and disease,
provides a rich overview of timely, critical topics. The audience for the text includes counselors,
social workers, psychologists, nurses, psychiatrists, sociologists, and any other public and mental
health practitioners, researchers, and policy makers who work with and on behalf of clients and
patients of Arab descent. The authors represent a team of leading experts spanning disciplines of
sociology, clinical mental health, and community public health. This edition draws on leading experts
in Arab American health and sociology who document the complexity of this population's
immigration and acculturation experience. It offers critical and current research that speaks to the
centrality of context and diversity in treating Americans of Arab descent. Contributors explore the
complex and limited racial framework within which Arabs in the U.S. form their identities, and the
impact of structural racism on their lives and health. This collection offers practitioners much
needed insights on a population often hidden or rendered invisible by data limitations, and yet
misrepresented by cultural stereotypes. Helen Hatab Samhan, Former Executive Director, Arab
American Institute/Foundation. Nassar, Ajrouch, Hakim-Larson, and Dallo’s breakthrough work in
the area of culturally competent health care has been inspiring across interdisciplinary fields and to
the communities they serve. Their work on Arab American health issues, in particular, has greatly
improved clinical practice at the community and national levels. I heartily recommend taking the
time to become familiar with their important body of work and this latest text. Ismael Ahmed,
Former Michigan State Director of Health and Human Services.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: The Routledge International Handbook on
Fear of Crime Murray Lee, Gabe Mythen, 2017-12-01 The Routledge International Handbook on
Fear of Crime brings together original and international state of the art contributions of theoretical,
empirical, policy-related scholarship on the intersection of perceptions of crime, victimisation,
vulnerability and risk. This is timely as fear of crime has now been a focus of scholarly and policy
interest for some fifty years and shows little sign of abating. Research on fear of crime is
demonstrative of the inter-disciplinarity of criminology, drawing in the disciplines of sociology,
psychology, political science, history, cultural studies, gender studies, planning and architecture,
philosophy and human geography. This collection draws in many of these interdisciplinary themes.
This collections also extends the boundaries of fear of crime research. It does this both
methodologically and conceptually, but perhaps more importantly it moves us beyond some of the
often repeated debates in this field to focus on novel topics from unique perspectives. The book
begins by plotting the history of fear of crime’s development, then moves on to investigate the
methodological and theoretical debates that have ensued and the policy transfer that occurred
across jurisdictions. Key elements in debates and research on fear of crime concerning gender, race
and ethnicity are covered, as are contemporary themes in fear of crime research, such as regulation,
security, risk and the fear of terrorism, the mapping of fear of crime and fear of crime beyond urban
landscapes. The final sections of the book explore geographies of fear and future and unique



directions for this research.

islamophobia and the politics of empire: Exploring the Public Effects of Religious
Communication on Politics Brian Calfano, 2021-08-03 Though not all people are religious believers,
religion has played important historic roles in developing political systems, parties, and
policies—affecting believers and nonbelievers alike. This is particularly true in the United States,
where scholars have devoted considerable attention to a variety of political phenomena at the
intersection of religious belief and identity, including social movements, voting behavior, public
opinion, and public policy. These outcomes are motivated by “identity boundary-making” among the
religiously affiliated. The contributors to this volume examine two main factors that influence
religious identity: the communication of religious ideas and the perceptions of people (including
elites) in communicating said ideas. Exploring the Public Effects of Religious Communication on
Politics examines an array of religious communication phenomena. These include the media’s role in
furthering religious narratives about minority groups, religious strategies that interest groups use to
advance their appeal, the variable strength of Islamophobia in cross-national contexts, what qualifies
as an “evangelical” identity, and clergy representation of religious and institutional teachings. The
volume also provides ways for readers to think about developing new insights into the influence
religious communication has on political outcomes.
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