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Timothy Leary Tibetan of the Dead: Exploring the Psychedelic Bridge Between East and West

timothy leary tibetan of the dead is a phrase that conjures up a fascinating intersection of psychedelic culture,
Eastern spirituality, and experimental psychology. This unique fusion was brought to life by Timothy Leary,
the iconic psychologist and counterculture figure of the 1960s, who adapted the ancient Tibetan Book of the
Dead into a modern guide for navigating the psychedelic experience. But what exactly is the story behind this
intriguing blend? How did Leary’s interpretation influence the way we understand altered states of
consciousness? Let’s dive deep into the world of Timothy Leary and his psychedelic take on the Tibetan Book of
the Dead.

The Origins: Tibetan Book of the Dead and Its Spiritual Significance

Before understanding Timothy Leary’s adaptation, it’s essential to grasp the significance of the original
Tibetan Book of the Dead, known as the Bardo Thodol. This ancient Buddhist text serves as a spiritual manual
designed to guide the deceased through the intermediate state (bardo) between death and rebirth. It offers
detailed descriptions of various visionary experiences and instructions on how to attain liberation during this
transitional phase.

The text emphasizes awareness and mindfulness, encouraging the deceased to recognize the illusory nature of
what they perceive, ultimately leading to enlightenment or a favorable rebirth. For centuries, the Tibetan Book
of the Dead has been revered as a profound spiritual guide, blending metaphysical insight with practical advice
for the afterlife journey.

Timothy Leary’s Psychedelic Interpretation

By the late 1960s, the counterculture movement was in full swing, and Timothy Leary emerged as a leading
advocate for the conscious use of psychedelic substances like LSD. Influenced by Eastern philosophies and his
own psychological research, Leary sought ways to contextualize psychedelic experiences within a framework
that could facilitate personal growth and transformation.

The Psychedelic Experience as a "Death" and "Rebirth"

Leary's interpretation of the Tibetan Book of the Dead reimagined the bardo state as the psychedelic experience
itself—the “death” of the ego and the “rebirth” of consciousness. In his view, LSD and other psychedelics could
simulate a death-like state where the boundaries of self dissolve, revealing deeper layers of the mind and
reality.

This analogy offered a powerful metaphor for users: just as the soul must navigate the uncertain terrain
between death and rebirth, so too must the psychedelic traveler confront and transcend their internal fears,
attachments, and illusions. The ultimate goal, Leary suggested, was to achieve a form of psychological
enlightenment or liberation.

"The Psychedelic Experience" Book

In collaboration with Ralph Metzner and Richard Alpert (later known as Ram Dass), Leary authored the
seminal book *The Psychedelic Experience: A Manual Based on the Tibetan Book of the Dead* in 1964. This guide
was designed to help users prepare for, navigate, and integrate their psychedelic journeys safely and



meaningfully.

The book broke down the psychedelic trip into stages mirroring the bardos described in the Tibetan text, offering
practical advice on how to handle challenging visions, ego dissolution, and the eventual return to everyday
consciousness. It was one of the first attempts to provide a structured, spiritually informed framework for
psychedelic therapy and personal exploration.

The Cultural Impact of Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead

Leary’s work helped legitimize psychedelics as tools for self-discovery and spiritual awakening during an era
when these substances were often dismissed or criminalized. His blending of Eastern mysticism with Western
psychology created a bridge that expanded the cultural understanding of altered states.

Influence on the Counterculture and Beyond

The Tibetan Book of the Dead’s psychedelic reinterpretation became a cornerstone of the 1960s
counterculture, inspiring musicians, artists, and spiritual seekers alike. Bands like The Beatles and The Grateful
Dead explored psychedelic themes that echoed Leary’s ideas about death, rebirth, and consciousness expansion.

Moreover, the concept of “ego death” popularized by Leary’s adaptation has since become a fundamental term in
psychedelic research and spiritual discourse, describing the profound loss of self-identity that often marks
transformative experiences.

Modern Psychedelic Research and Spirituality

Today, as scientific interest in psychedelics experiences a renaissance, Leary’s integration of the Tibetan Book
of the Dead continues to resonate. Researchers exploring psilocybin, MDMA, and other substances often
reference the importance of “set and setting,” concepts emphasized in Leary’s manual to ensure safe and
meaningful experiences.

Many contemporary therapists and guides draw upon the idea of navigating psychological “bardos” during
psychedelic sessions, helping patients confront and transcend trauma, fear, and limiting beliefs in ways
reminiscent of the ancient Tibetan teachings.

Key Concepts in Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead Framework

Understanding the core ideas behind Leary’s adaptation can enrich anyone’s appreciation of psychedelic
experiences, whether from a personal or academic perspective.

Ego Death: The temporary dissolution of the self, where the boundaries between “I” and the universe blur.

Bardo States: Transitional phases during the psychedelic trip, analogous to the stages between death
and rebirth.

Mindfulness and Surrender: Encouraging users to observe experiences without resistance, leading to
greater insight.

Integration: The process of assimilating insights from the psychedelic experience into daily life.



These principles help users navigate what might otherwise be overwhelming or confusing experiences, turning
potentially difficult encounters into opportunities for growth.

Tips for Navigating Psychedelic "Bardos" Inspired by Leary

If you’re curious about how Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead concepts can be applied practically, here are
some insights to consider:

Preparation is crucial: Set clear intentions before the experience, and educate yourself about the stages1.
of the psychedelic journey.

Create a safe environment: Choose a comfortable, supportive setting with trusted companions or guides.2.

Practice mindfulness: When difficult emotions or visions arise, observe them without judgment or panic.3.

Embrace the experience: View challenging moments as part of the transformative process, akin to4.
navigating the bardos.

Reflect and integrate: After the experience, take time to journal, meditate, or discuss insights to embed5.
lessons into your life.

Following these guidelines can help transform psychedelic experiences into profound journeys of self-discovery,
much like Leary envisioned through his adaptation of the Tibetan Book of the Dead.

Why Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead Still Matters Today

In an age where psychedelics are gaining renewed acceptance in therapeutic and spiritual contexts, the legacy of
Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead remains highly relevant. His pioneering work provided a language and
framework that honored both the mysteries of Eastern spirituality and the rigors of Western psychological
inquiry.

By encouraging users to see psychedelic experiences as transformative rites of passage, Leary opened doors to
new ways of understanding consciousness, healing trauma, and expanding human potential. Whether you’re a
scholar, therapist, or curious explorer of altered states, the fusion of Leary’s insights with the ancient
wisdom of the Tibetan Book of the Dead offers a rich and timeless guide to the mind’s vast frontier.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Timothy Leary in relation to 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead'?

Timothy Leary was a psychologist and writer who was heavily influenced by 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead'.
He popularized its concepts in Western culture, particularly through his own work 'The Psychedelic
Experience', which adapted the book's themes for use with psychedelic drugs.

What is 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead'?

'The Tibetan Book of the Dead' is a traditional Buddhist text that guides the consciousness of the deceased
through the experiences between death and rebirth, providing instructions for navigating the bardo state.



How did Timothy Leary interpret 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead'?

Timothy Leary interpreted 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead' as a manual for navigating altered states of
consciousness induced by psychedelics, rather than solely a guide for the afterlife, applying its teachings to
psychedelic experiences.

What is 'The Psychedelic Experience' by Timothy Leary?

'The Psychedelic Experience' is a book co-written by Timothy Leary, Ralph Metzner, and Richard Alpert that
adapts the teachings of 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead' to help guide users through psychedelic trips.

Why is Timothy Leary's work with 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead' considered
controversial?

Leary's work is considered controversial because he secularized and adapted a sacred Tibetan Buddhist text
for use in psychedelic drug experiences, which some see as cultural appropriation or a distortion of the original
spiritual context.

What impact did Timothy Leary's adaptation of 'The Tibetan Book of the
Dead' have on Western culture?

Leary's adaptation helped bridge Eastern spiritual concepts and Western counterculture, influencing the
1960s psychedelic movement and expanding interest in meditation, consciousness, and spirituality.

Are there modern interpretations of 'The Tibetan Book of the Dead' influenced
by Leary's work?

Yes, many modern spiritual and psychedelic guides draw on Leary's reinterpretations, blending traditional
Buddhist concepts with contemporary understandings of consciousness and psychedelic therapy.

Additional Resources
Timothy Leary Tibetan of the Dead: Exploring a Psychedelic Reinterpretation

timothy leary tibetan of the dead is a phrase that evokes a unique intersection of psychedelic culture and
ancient spiritual traditions. This fusion was popularized by Timothy Leary, the controversial psychologist
and icon of the 1960s counterculture, who reinterpreted the ancient Tibetan Book of the Dead through the
lens of psychedelic experience. His adaptation aimed to guide users of LSD and other hallucinogens through the
metaphorical “death” and “rebirth” processes associated with psychedelic journeys. This article delves into
Leary’s work on the Tibetan Book of the Dead, examining the cultural, psychological, and historical
implications of his reinterpretation, as well as its lasting impact on both psychedelic literature and spiritual
discourse.

Background: Timothy Leary and the Tibetan Book of the Dead

Timothy Leary was a Harvard psychologist who became one of the most prominent advocates for the
therapeutic and spiritual use of psychedelics during the 1960s. His interest in altered states of consciousness
led him to study and reinterpret various mystical and religious texts, among which the Tibetan Book of the
Dead (Bardo Thodol) held a significant place. The original Tibetan text is a spiritual guide intended to assist
the dying and the recently deceased in navigating the intermediate state (bardo) between death and rebirth.

Leary’s reinterpretation, published as *The Psychedelic Experience: A Manual Based on the Tibetan Book of the



Dead* (1964), was co-written with Robert P. Harrison and Ralph Metzner. It reframed the classical text as a
manual for psychedelic users to navigate the intense psychological and spiritual experiences induced by LSD.
Leary’s version is often credited with popularizing the idea that psychedelic experiences can mirror the death-
rebirth cycle described in Tibetan Buddhism.

The Tibetan Book of the Dead: Traditional Context

Before analyzing Leary’s adaptation, it is essential to understand the original Tibetan Book of the Dead. The
Bardo Thodol is a funerary text traditionally read aloud to the dying or recently deceased to guide their
consciousness through the bardos—the transitional states after death and before rebirth. It describes various
visions and phenomena that the soul may encounter and offers instructions on how to recognize and transcend
illusions to achieve liberation (moksha).

The text is deeply embedded in Vajrayana Buddhist philosophy and Tibetan cultural practices. It emphasizes the
importance of spiritual realization to break the cycle of samsara—endless rebirth and suffering.

Leary’s Psychedelic Interpretation: Features and Innovations

Leary’s *The Psychedelic Experience* took the core concepts of the Tibetan Book of the Dead and mapped them
onto the subjective experience of an LSD trip. His manual is structured as a step-by-step guide to navigating
the “death” of the ego and the subsequent “rebirth” into higher consciousness.

Mapping Psychedelic States to the Bardos

Leary identified three key stages in the psychedelic experience that correspond to the bardos described in the
original text:

Death: The dissolution of the ego or ordinary sense of self, often accompanied by fear and disorientation.1.

Transition: A liminal state where one encounters visions, archetypes, and the subconscious mind.2.

Rebirth: The emergence of a new sense of self or consciousness, often accompanied by feelings of unity and3.
transcendence.

By framing these stages as a spiritual journey, Leary provided a framework for psychedelic users to understand
and integrate their experiences rather than succumb to panic or confusion.

Psychological and Spiritual Guidance

Leary’s manual includes practical advice for both the psychedelic user and their guide (or “trip sitter”). It
encourages preparation, intention-setting, and the use of specific verbal cues to assist in navigating
challenging moments. The language draws heavily on Buddhist concepts but is adapted to fit a Western
audience increasingly curious about Eastern spirituality.

This approach emphasized the potential therapeutic and transformative power of psychedelics, positioning them
not merely as recreational drugs but as tools for profound psychological insight.



Impact and Legacy of Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead

Leary’s reinterpretation has been influential in multiple domains—psychedelic therapy, popular culture, and
spiritual discourse.

Influence on Psychedelic Therapy and Research

Although Leary’s work was controversial and contributed to the crackdown on psychedelic research in the
late 1960s, his framing of the psychedelic experience as a death-rebirth process anticipated modern
understandings in psychotherapeutic settings. Contemporary psychedelic-assisted therapy often emphasizes
surrendering the ego and navigating difficult emotional terrain—concepts that echo Leary’s manual.

The manual also underscored the importance of set and setting, as well as having a supportive guide, principles
that remain central in current clinical studies involving psilocybin, MDMA, and other substances.

Cultural Reception and Criticism

Leary’s adaptation was both praised and criticized. Supporters appreciated its accessible synthesis of Eastern
spirituality and Western psychology, which helped demystify psychedelic experiences. Critics argued that Leary
oversimplified and secularized a deeply religious text, potentially misrepresenting Tibetan Buddhist teachings.

Moreover, some scholars question whether the psychedelic experience can truly replicate the spiritual
realization outlined in the Bardo Thodol. The risk of trivializing sacred traditions remains a point of
contention.

Legacy in Popular Media and Spiritual Movements

Leary’s *The Psychedelic Experience* inspired a generation of artists, musicians, and spiritual seekers. The
notion of “ego death” became a widely recognized concept within psychedelic culture, often linked to
enlightenment and personal transformation.

The manual’s influence extends beyond psychedelics to broader New Age and transpersonal psychology
movements, where it remains a reference point for understanding altered states of consciousness.

Comparative Analysis: Leary’s Manual vs. Traditional Tibetan
Teachings

To appreciate the nuances of Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead, it is useful to compare its features with the original
text.

Purpose: The Bardo Thodol is a funerary guide aimed at facilitating liberation after physical death.
Leary’s text serves as a guide through the metaphorical “death” of the ego during psychedelic
experiences.

Audience: The Tibetan text is intended for practitioners within a deeply religious and ritualistic
framework. Leary’s manual targets Western psychedelic users, many of whom lacked formal spiritual
training.



Content: While both describe transitional states and visions, the Tibetan text includes detailed
doctrinal instructions and prayers, whereas Leary’s version emphasizes psychological states and
practical guidance.

Philosophical Context: The Tibetan Book of the Dead is rooted in Buddhist notions of karma, samsara,
and enlightenment. Leary’s text blends elements of Buddhism with Western psychology and
countercultural ideals of freedom and self-exploration.

This comparison highlights the challenges and creativity involved in translating ancient spiritual wisdom into
a modern psychedelic framework.

Relevance in Contemporary Psychedelic Culture

In today’s renaissance of psychedelic research and popular interest, Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead remains
relevant as both a historical artifact and a source of inspiration. Modern psychonauts and therapists often
revisit the concept of ego dissolution and the importance of guided experiences, themes central to Leary’s work.

Furthermore, with increased respect for indigenous and Eastern spiritual traditions, there is a growing emphasis
on cultural sensitivity when engaging with such texts. This shift encourages a more nuanced approach that
honors the original context while exploring new applications.

The dialogue between ancient wisdom and modern science, embodied in works like Leary’s reinterpretation,
continues to shape the evolving narrative around psychedelics and consciousness.

Through examining the legacy of Timothy Leary’s Tibetan of the Dead, we gain insight into the complex interplay
between spirituality, psychology, and the transformative potential of psychedelic substances—an interplay
that remains at the forefront of both academic inquiry and experiential exploration today.

Timothy Leary Tibetan Of The Dead
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  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Psychedelic Experience Timothy Leary, Richard Alpert,
Ralph Metzner, 2024-04-09 Years after the Summer of Love, the promise of the psychoactive
1960s—that deeper self-awareness and greater harmony can be achieved through reality-bending
substances and practices—is close to becoming a mainstream phenomenon. The signs are
everywhere, from a renewed interest in the therapeutic effects of LSD to the popularity of ayahuasca
trips and the annual spectacle of Burning Man. The Psychedelic Experience, created by the
prophetic shaman-professors Timothy Leary, Ralph Metzner, and Richard Alpert (Ram Dass), is a
foundational text that serves as a model and a guide for all subsequent mind-expanding inquiries.
Based on a unique interpretation of The Tibetan Book of the Dead, The Psychedelic Experience
remains a vital testament to broadening spiritual consciousness through a combination of Tibetan
meditation techniques and psychotropic substances. For a new generation seeking the trip of a
lifetime, The Psychedelic Experience is the essential guidebook to getting there.
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  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Tibetan Book of the Dead W. Y. Evans-Wentz,
2000-09-28 The Tibetan Book of the Dead is one of the texts that, according to legend,
Padma-Sambhava was compelled to hide during his visit to Tibet in the late 8th century. The guru
hid his books in stones, lakes, and pillars because the Tibetans of that day and age were somehow
unprepared for their teachings. Now, in the form of the ever-popular Tibetan Book of the Dead,
these teachings are constantly being discovered and rediscovered by Western readers of many
different backgrounds--a phenomenon which began in 1927 with Oxford's first edition of Dr.
Evans-Wentz's landmark volume. While it is traditionally used as a mortuary text, to be read or
recited in the presence of a dead or dying person, this book--which relates the whole experience of
death and rebirth in three intermediate states of being--was originally understood as a guide not
only for the dead but also for the living. As a contribution to the science of death and dying--not to
mention the belief in life after death, or the belief in rebirth--The Tibetan Book of the Dead is unique
among the sacred texts of the world, for its socio-cultural influence in this regard is without
comparison. This fourth edition features a new foreword, afterword, and suggested further reading
list by Donald S. Lopez, author of Prisoners of Shangri-La: Tibetan Buddhism and the West. Lopez
traces the whole history of the late Evans-Wentz's three earlier editions of this book, fully
considering the work of contributors to previous editions (C. G. Jung among them), the sections that
were added by Evans-Wentz along the way, the questions surrounding the book's translation, and
finally the volume's profound importance in engendering both popular and academic interest in the
religion and culture of Tibet. Another key theme that Lopez addresses is the changing nature of this
book's audience--from the prewar theosophists to the beat poets to the hippies to contemporary
exponents of the hospice movement--and what these audiences have found (or sought) in its very old
pages.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Tibetan Book of the Dead Karma-gliṅ-pa, 2000-09-28
As a contribution to the science of death and dying - not to mention the belief in life after death, or
the belief in texts of the world, for its socio-cultural influence in this regard is without
comparison.--BOOK JACKET.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Tibetan Book of the Dead Donald S. Lopez, 2011-02-07
How an eccentric spiritualist from Trenton, New Jersey, helped create the most famous text of
Tibetan Buddhism The Tibetan Book of the Dead is the most famous Buddhist text in the West,
having sold more than a million copies since it was first published in English in 1927. Carl Jung
wrote a commentary on it, Timothy Leary redesigned it as a guidebook for an acid trip, and the
Beatles quoted Leary's version in their song Tomorrow Never Knows. More recently, the book has
been adopted by the hospice movement, enshrined by Penguin Classics, and made into an audiobook
read by Richard Gere. Yet, as acclaimed writer and scholar of Buddhism Donald Lopez writes, The
Tibetan Book of the Dead is not really Tibetan, it is not really a book, and it is not really about death.
In this compelling introduction and short history, Lopez tells the strange story of how a relatively
obscure and malleable collection of Buddhist texts of uncertain origin came to be so revered—and so
misunderstood—in the West. The central character in this story is Walter Evans-Wentz (1878-1965),
an eccentric scholar and spiritual seeker from Trenton, New Jersey, who, despite not knowing the
Tibetan language and never visiting the country, crafted and named The Tibetan Book of the Dead.
In fact, Lopez argues, Evans-Wentz's book is much more American than Tibetan, owing a greater
debt to Theosophy and Madame Blavatsky than to the lamas of the Land of Snows. Indeed, Lopez
suggests that the book's perennial appeal stems not only from its origins in magical and mysterious
Tibet, but also from the way Evans-Wentz translated the text into the language of a very American
spirituality.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Dying to Know Love Serve Remember Foundation,
2024-10-15 Dying to Know is an intimate portrait of two complex controversial characters, Ram Dass
and Timothy Leary, in an epic friendship that shaped a generation. In the 1960s Harvard psychology
professors Timothy Leary and Richard Alpert began probing the edges of consciousness through
their experiments with psychedelics. Leary became an LSD guru, igniting a global counterculture



movement and landing in prison after Nixon called him “the most dangerous man in America.”
Alpert journeyed to the East and became Ram Dass, a spiritual teacher for an entire generation and
the author of Be Here Now. Including interviews spanning 50 years, Dying to Know celebrates the
lasting legacy of Leary and Alpert and encourages critical thinking about life, drugs, and the biggest
mystery of all: death.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Existentialism and the High Tech Drifter II Miquel
Cervantes, 2021-07-27 Existentialism and the High Tech Drifter II By Miquel Cervantes
DESCRIPTION: An Astronomy Club from Ohio goes on a road trip in search of UFO’s, Spirituality,
and Personal Relationships. This eclectic group find themselves through mythology, mysticism, and
humor. The story travels from the Sycamore Run Lake Park and Campground and Hannah’s Pit Stop
to campgrounds and other roadside diners. Breakfast at the Truck Stop Buffet in Kansas City,
Missouri. Camping in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Arizona. From the Big Bang and Evolution to
themes of Sci-Fi, the Occult, and Psychedelics. Ancient Architecture, and Religion to Art, Music,
Film, and Video Games. Contemporary Culture, Buddhism, Native Americans, and Neo-Paganism.
Everyday working people, rockers, ravers, and rappers. INTRODUCTION: The Project Starlight
Astronomy Club meets twice a month from the Spring through Autumn months. They meet at a local
park in Southeast Ohio. It’s an eclectic group of young and old, Astronomy nerds, students, working
people, spiritualists, and young professionals. The group is led by a COLLEGE PROFESSOR. He is
semi-retired Physics professor with a Ph.D. in Philosophy. He is assisted by STUDENT 1, a
Mathematics and Computer Science major. A GHOST HUNTER, a Carpenter originally from
Kentucky, organizes the events and runs the website. It’s the week before the start of summer. And
this week the group meets for the celestial event, Jupiter in a Triangle. Jupiter, the moon, and the
red star Antares will form a celestial triangle on June, shortly after sunset. Southeast from the
waxing gibbous moon positions into a triangle with brilliant Jupiter and Antares, the brightest star in
the constellation Scorpius. By the next evening, the moon will be nearly full and will jump to the
other side of Jupiter, re-forming the triangle into a brilliant celestial arc. 484 Pages
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Tibetan Book of the Dead Bryan Jaré Cuevas, 1997
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Prisoners of Shangri-La Donald S. Lopez Jr., 2012-12-31
Prisoners of Shangri-La is a provocative analysis of the romance of Tibet, a romance that, even as it
is invoked by Tibetan lamas living in exile, ultimately imprisons those who seek the goal of Tibetan
independence from Chinese occupation. Lopez lifts the veil on America's romantic vision of Tibet to
reveal a country and a spiritual history more complex and less ideal than popular perceptions allow.
. . . Lively and engaging, Lopez's book raises important questions about how Eastern religions are
often co-opted, assimilated and misunderstood by Western culture.—Publishers Weekly Proceeding
with care and precision, Lopez reveals the extent to which scholars have behaved like intellectual
colonialists. . . . Someone had to burst the bubble of pop Tibetology, and few could have done it as
resoundingly as Lopez.—Booklist Fascinating. . . [A] provocative exploration. Lopez conveys the full
dizziness of the Western encounter with Tibet and Tibetan Buddhism.—Fred Pheil, Tricycle: The
Buddhist Review A timely and courageous exploration. . . . [Lopez's] book will sharpen the terms of
the debate over what the Tibetans and their observers can or should be doing about the place and
the idea of Tibet. And that alone is what will give us all back our Shambhala.—Jonathan Spence,
Lingua Franca Book Review Lopez's most important theme is that we should be wary of the idea . . .
that Tibet has what the West lacks, that if we were only to look there we would find the answers to
our problems. Lopez's book shows that, on the contrary, when the West has looked at Tibet, all that
it has seen is a distorted reflection of itself.—Ben Jackson, Times Higher Education Supplement
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Psychedelic Mysticism Morgan Shipley, 2015-11-12
Concerned with scholarly, popular, and religious backdrops that understand the connection between
psychedelics and mystical experiences to be devoid of moral concerns and ethical dimensions—a
position supported empirically by the rise of acid fascism and psychedelic cults by the late
1960s—Psychedelic Mysticism: Transforming Consciousness, Religious Experiences, and Voluntary
Peasants in Postwar America traces the development of sixties psychedelic mysticism from the



deconditioned mind and perennial philosophy of Aldous Huxley, to the sacramental ethics of Timothy
Leary, Richard Alpert, and Ralph Metzner, to the altruistic religiosity practiced by Stephen Gaskin
and The Farm. Building directly off the pioneering psychedelic writing of Huxley, these psychedelic
mystics understood the height of psychedelic consciousness as an existential awareness of unitive
oneness, a position that offered worldly alternatives to the maladies associated with the postwar
moment (e.g., vapid consumerism and materialism, lifeless conformity, unremitting racism,
heightened militarism). In opening a doorway to a common world, Morgan Shipley locates how
psychedelics challenged the coherency of Western modernity by fundamentally reorienting postwar
society away from neoliberal ideologies and toward a sacred understanding of reality defined by
mutual coexistence and responsible interdependence. In 1960s America, psychedelics catalyzed a
religious awakening defined by compassion, expressed through altruism, and actualized in projects
that sought to ameliorate the conditions of the least advantaged among us. In the exact moments
that historians and cultural critics often locate as signaling the death knell of the counterculture,
Gaskin and The Farm emerged, not as a response to the perceived failures of the hippies, nor as an
alternative to sixties politicos, but in an effort to fulfill the religious obligation to help teach the
world how to live more harmoniously. Today, as we continue to confront issues of socioeconomic
inequality, entrenched differences, widespread violence, and the limits of religious pluralism,
Psychedelic Mysticism serves as a timely reminder of how religion in America can operate as a tool
for destabilization and as a means to actively reimagine the very basis of how people relate—such a
legacy can aid in our own efforts to build a more peaceful, sustainable, and compassionate world.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Timothy Leary, Rudolf Steiner,and the Tibetan Book of the
Dead Stephen Ludger Lapeyrouse, 1993
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Prisoners of Shangri-La Donald S. Lopez, 2018-02-27
“Lively and engaging . . . raises important questions about how Eastern religions are often co-opted,
assimilated and misunderstood by Western culture.” —Publishers Weekly Donald Lopez provides the
first cultural history of the strange encounter between Tibetan Buddhism and the West. Charting the
flights of Western fantasies of Tibet and its Buddhist legacy, Lopez presents fanciful visions of
Tibetan life and religion, ranging from the utopian to the demonic. He examines, among much else,
the politics of the term “Lamaism”, a pejorative name for Tibet's religion; the various theosophical,
psychedelic, and New Age purposes served by The Tibetan Book of the Dead; the strange case of the
Englishman with three eyes; and the unexpected history of the most famous of all Buddhist mantras,
om mani padme hum. Throughout, Lopez demonstrates how myths of Tibet pervade both the
products of pop culture and learned scholarly works. In his new preface to this anniversary edition,
Lopez returns to the metaphors of prison and paradise to illuminate the state of Tibetan
Buddhism—both in exile and in Tibet—as monks and nuns still seek to find a way home. Prisoners of
Shangri-La remains a timely and vital inquiry into Western fantasies of Tibet. “Proceeding with care
and precision, Lopez reveals the extent to which scholars have behaved like intellectual colonialists.
. . . Someone had to burst the bubble of pop Tibetology, and few could have done it as resoundingly
as Lopez.” —Booklist “Lopez's book shows that . . . when the West has looked at Tibet, all that it has
seen is a distorted reflection of itself.” —Ben Jackson, Times Higher Education Supplement “A fine
scholarly work.” —Kirkus Reviews
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Emergence of Buddhist American Literature John
Whalen-Bridge, Gary Storhoff, 2009-06-11 The encounter between Buddhism and American
literature has been a powerful one for both parties. While Buddhism fueled the Beat movement's
resounding critique of the United States as a spiritually dead society, Beat writers and others have
shaped how Buddhism has been presented to and perceived by a North American audience.
Contributors to this volume explore how Asian influences have been adapted to American desires in
literary works and Buddhist poetics, or how Buddhist practices emerge in literary works. Starting
with early aesthetic theories of Ernest Fenollosa, made famous but also distorted by Ezra Pound, the
book moves on to the countercultural voices associated with the Beat movement and its friends and
heirs such as Ginsberg, Kerouac, Snyder, Giorno, Waldman, and Whalen. The volume also considers



the work of contemporary American writers of color influenced by Buddhism, such as Maxine Hong
Kingston, Charles Johnson, and Lan Cao. An interview with Kingston is included.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Book of Dead Philosophers Simon Critchley, 2008
Diogenes died by holding his breath. Plato allegedly died of a lice infestation. Diderot choked to
death on an apricot. Nietzsche made a long, soft-brained and dribbling descent into oblivion after
kissing a horse in Turin. From the self-mocking haikus of Zen masters on their deathbeds to the last
words (gasps) of modern-day sages, The Book of Dead Philosophers chronicles the deaths of almost
200 philosophers-tales of weirdness, madness, suicide, murder, pathos and bad luck. In this elegant
and amusing book, Simon Critchley argues that the question of what constitutes a 'good death' has
been the central preoccupation of philosophy since ancient times. As he brilliantly demonstrates,
looking at what the great thinkers have said about death inspires a life-affirming enquiry into the
meaning and possibility of human happiness. In learning how to die, we learn how to live.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: The Rock And Roll Book Of The Dead David Comfort,
2009-08-25 Once you're dead, you're made for life. --Jimi Hendrix Hendrix. Janis. Morrison. Elvis.
Lennon. Cobain. Garcia. Their reckless brilliance held the key to their self-destruction. Their deaths
had much in common--and, surprisingly, so did their lives. From lonely childhoods marred by loss to
groundbreaking music and turbulent careers that ended tragically and suspiciously, David Comfort
explodes the myths as he probes: • The sinister roles of Hendrix's manager and girlfriend in his
death and subsequent cover-up • The bizarre odyssey of Jim Morrison's corpse • Why Kurt Cobain
was worth more dead than alive to Courtney Love • The twisted motives that caused John Lennon to
sail through the Devil's Triangle to Bermuda--nearly going down in a storm--shortly before he was
fatally shot • The crippling disease and miracle drug that drove Elvis to suicide Charismatic and
gifted, but also isolated and conflicted, these are not the rock icons you thought you knew. Here are
their larger-than-life stories of turmoil and excess that led to their early deaths and ultimate
immortality. It's a wild ride to the other side of fame. Fame is the soul eater. --Jerry Garcia
Everybody loves you when you're six foot in the ground. --John Lennon Includes Rare Photos David
Comfort is the author of three bestselling nonfiction books. His short fiction has appeared in
numerous magazines, including Eclectic Literary Forum, Pacific Review, Coe Review, and Belletrist
Review. He has been the recipient of several literary prizes and a finalist for such prestigious awards
as the Nelson Algren Award and America's Best. A former rock musician, he has spent over 30 years
studying rock music, particularly the revolutionary and fatalistic pioneers of the 1960s. He lives in
Santa Rosa, California.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Behaviourist Art and Cybernetics Kate Sloan, 2025-09-29
Drawing together key areas of cybernetic art practice in the UK and USA, this book assesses British
and American cybernetic art as relating to the intersecting field of Behaviourism. This study takes as
a starting point Roy Ascott’s essay ‘Behaviourist Art and the Cybernetic Vision’ (1966) and uses it to
define a field of Behaviourist art from the period 1945–1975. Kate Sloan establishes the role of the
cybernetic concept of feedback as a defining factor in understanding works of art as behavioural,
expanded well beyond the perimeters of what we consider cybernetic art. The book also
demonstrates how light, as a behavioural trigger, informed several discrete areas of art making,
from cybernetic art to countercultural light shows and behaviourist architectures. The book will be
of interest to scholars working in art history, technology studies, music history, architectural history,
and design history.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Tryptamine Palace James Oroc, 2009-05-21 A journey from
Burning Man to the Akashic Field that suggest how 5-MeO-DMT triggers the human capacity for
higher knowledge through direct contact with the zero-point field • Examines Bufo alvarius toad
venom, which contains the potent natural psychedelic 5-MeO-DMT, and explores its entheogenic use
• Proposes a new connection between the findings of modern physics and the knowledge held by
shamans and religious sages for millennia The venom from Bufo alvarius, an unusual toad found in
the Sonoran desert, contains 5-MeO-DMT, a potent natural chemical similar in effect to the more
common entheogen DMT. The venom can be dried into a powder, which some researchers speculate



was used ceremonially by Amerindian shamans. When smoked it prompts an instantaneous break
with the physical world that causes out-of-body experiences completely removed from the
conventional dimensions of reality. In Tryptamine Palace, James Oroc shares his personal
experiences with 5-MeODMT, which led to a complete transformation of his understanding of
himself and of the very fabric of reality. Driven to comprehend the transformational properties of
this substance, Oroc combined extensive studies of physics and philosophy with the epiphanies he
gained from his time at Burning Man. He discovered that ingesting tryptamines unlocked a
fundamental human capacity for higher knowledge through direct contact with the zero-point field of
modern physics, known to the ancients as the Akashic Field. In the quantum world of nonlocal
interactions, the line between the physical and the mental dissolves. 5-MeO-DMT, Oroc argues, can
act as a means to awaken the remarkable capacities of the human soul as well as restore
experiential mystical spirituality to Western civilization.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Phenomenology of Psychedelic Experiences Danny Forde,
2025-07-14 This book provides a phenomenological examination of the psychedelic experience.
Danny Forde begins by introducing and outlining both the subject matter (psychedelics) and the
approach (phenomenology). In the phenomenological analysis, Forde defends a bundle of four
interconnected claims. The first thesis is that a minimal sense of self is maintained even during the
most turbulent experiences of ego-dissolution. This leads into the second thesis, which argues that
rather than being purely hallucinatory, the psychedelic experience can reveal aspects of reality
which would not otherwise be disclosed, i.e., as the ego dissolves one gains a view of the world
which Forde calls ego-free seeing. The third thesis is that the psychedelic experience can open the
subject to the essential nature of reality. Here, Forde claims that the mythopoetic archetypical
phenomena encountered during the peak of the psychedelic experience are best comprehended in
terms of essences. Finally, Forde argues that the psychedelic experience is a bona fide
transformative experience and offers a distinct way of apprehending the Ground of Being.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Artificial Paradise Kevin Courrier, 2008-12-30 There is
an epigram in this book from the Phil Ochs song, Crucifixion, about the Kennedy assassination, that
states: I fear to contemplate that beneath the greatest love, lies a hurricane of hate. On February
11th 1963, the Beatles recorded There's a Place, a dazzling, unheralded tune which was included on
their electrifying debut album, Please Please Me. This song firmly laid the foundation on which a
huge utopian dream of the sixties would be built. Within that dream, however, also lay the seeds of a
darker vision that would emerge out of the very counterculture that the Beatles and their music
helped create. Thus, even as their music attracted adoring fans, it also enticed the murderous
ambitions of Charles Manson; and though the Beatles may have inspired others to form bands, their
own failed hopes ultimately led to their breakup. The disillusionment with the sixties, and the hopes
associated with the group, would many years later culminate in the assassination of John Lennon
and the attempted slaying of George Harrison by deranged and obsessive fans. In this incisive
examination, author Kevin Courrier (Dangerous Kitchen: the Subversive World of Zappa, Randy
Newman's American Dreams) examines how the Fab Four, through their astonishing music and
comically rebellious personalities, created the promise of an inclusive culture built on the principles
of pleasure and fulfillment. By taking us through their richly inventive catalogue, Courrier illustrates
how the Beatles' startling impact on popular culture built a bond with audiences that was so strong,
people today continue to either cling nostalgically to it, or struggle - and often struggle violently - to
escape its influence.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Altered Consciousness in the Twentieth Century Jake
Poller, 2019-02-21 The twentieth century saw an unprecedented spike in the study of altered states
of consciousness. New ASCs, such as those associated with LSD and psilocybin mushrooms, were
cultivated and studied, while older ASCs were given new classifications: out-of-body experiences,
near-death experiences, psychokinesis, extrasensory perception. Altered Consciousness in the
Twentieth Century analyses these different approaches and methodologies, and includes exciting
new research into neglected areas. This volume investigates the representation of ASCs in the



culture of the twentieth century and examines the theoretical models that attempt to explain them.
The international contributors critically examine a variety of ASCs, including precognition,
near-death experiences, telepathy, New Age ‘channelling’, contact with aliens and UFOs, the use of
alcohol and entheogens, analysing both the impact of ASCs on the culture and how cultural and
technological changes influenced ASCs. The contributors are drawn from the fields of English and
American literature, religious studies, Western esotericism, film studies, sociology and history of art,
and bring to bear on ASCs their own disciplinary and conceptual perspectives, as well as a broader
interdisciplinary knowledge of the subject. The collection represents a vital contribution to the
growing body of work on both ASCs and the wider academic engagement with millennialism,
entheogens, occulture and the paranormal.
  timothy leary tibetan of the dead: Mysticism and the Spiritual Quest Phyllis Zagano, 2013
A crosscultural exploration of the meanings, definitions, practices, and common themes of mysticism
via a study of original texts (in translation) from different parts of the world. It brings together the
writings of the mystics from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, and
Confucianism in one volume.
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