sociological definition of race

**Understanding the Sociological Definition of Race: Beyond Biology**

sociological definition of race offers a perspective that goes far beyond the
simplistic and often misleading biological explanations. While many people
may think of race purely in terms of physical characteristics like skin color
or facial features, sociology paints a more complex and nuanced picture. It
sees race as a social construct—a concept created and maintained by
societies, influencing identities, power dynamics, and social relations. This
article will explore the sociological definition of race, its implications,
and why understanding race in this way is crucial for addressing inequality
and fostering social justice.

What Is the Sociological Definition of Race?

At its core, the sociological definition of race frames race as a category
created by social processes rather than a fixed biological reality. Unlike
scientific attempts to categorize humans strictly based on genetics—which
have largely been discredited-sociology emphasizes that race is an idea
shaped by historical, cultural, and political contexts. This means that what
counts as a "race" in one society or era might not exist or hold the same
meaning in another.

Race, from a sociological standpoint, is about how societies classify
individuals and groups, often leading to significant consequences in terms of
opportunities, rights, and social treatment. These classifications are deeply
intertwined with systems of power and privilege, shaping experiences and
social structures.

The Social Construction of Race

One of the key concepts in the sociological definition of race is that it is
socially constructed. This means race is not inherent or natural but invented
through social practices and interactions. For example, racial categories
have changed over time in different countries, reflecting shifting social
attitudes and political agendas.

Consider how the concept of race in the United States has evolved. Groups
such as Irish, Italians, or Jews were not always considered part of the
"white" race but were racialized differently depending on social and
political circumstances. This fluidity shows how race is less about biology
and more about social meaning.



The Role of Race in Social Identity and Group
Membership

Race plays a significant role in shaping social identities. People often
identify or are identified by others through the lens of race, which can
influence their sense of belonging and social positioning. The sociological
definition of race highlights that racial identity is not merely about
appearance but about how individuals experience and navigate society.

Intersection of Race with Other Social Categories

Race does not exist in isolation but intersects with other social categories
like class, gender, ethnicity, and nationality. For instance, the experience
of race for a Black woman will differ from that of a Black man due to the
interplay of racial and gender identities, a concept often explored through
intersectionality.

This intersectional approach is essential for understanding the complexity of
social inequality and discrimination. It shows that experiences related to
race cannot be fully understood without considering other aspects of identity
and social context.

Race and Power: The Sociological Perspective

One of the most profound insights from the sociological definition of race is
its connection to power structures. Race is often used as a tool to establish
and justify inequalities, leading to systemic racism and institutional
discrimination.

How Race Shapes Social Hierarchies

Sociologists argue that racial categories have been employed historically to
create and maintain social hierarchies. For example, during colonialism and
slavery, race was used to legitimize oppression and exploitation. Even after
formal legal discrimination ended, racial hierarchies persist through
economic disparities, segregation, and unequal access to resources.

Understanding race sociologically means recognizing that racism is not just
about individual prejudice but about how social institutions and policies
perpetuate inequality.



Racialization: Assigning Meaning and Consequences

The process of racialization refers to how certain groups come to be seen and
treated as "racial" in ways that affect their social standing. This process
can lead to stereotyping, discrimination, and exclusion. For example,
immigrants may be racialized based on assumptions about their culture or
appearance, impacting their ability to integrate and succeed.

Why the Sociological Definition of Race Matters
Today

Embracing the sociological definition of race has practical implications for
addressing social problems. It challenges the notion that race is a fixed,
natural category and instead points to the need for social change to
dismantle racial inequalities.

Implications for Policy and Social Justice

Recognizing race as a social construct helps policymakers and activists focus
on the root causes of inequality-such as institutional racism, economic
injustice, and cultural biases—rather than biological determinism. This
understanding supports efforts to create more equitable education,
healthcare, and employment systems.

Promoting Inclusive Societies

When societies acknowledge that race is shaped by social forces, it opens the
door for dialogue, empathy, and solidarity across racial lines. It encourages
people to question stereotypes and prejudices while promoting inclusion and
respect for diversity.

Key Terms to Know in the Sociological Study of
Race

To deepen understanding, it’s helpful to be familiar with terms often used
when discussing the sociological definition of race:

e Ethnicity: Refers to shared cultural traits and heritage, which is
different from race but often overlaps in social contexts.



Racism: Systematic oppression and discrimination based on race.

Social Stratification: The hierarchical arrangement of individuals in
society often influenced by race and class.

Prejudice vs. Discrimination: Prejudice involves attitudes or beliefs,
while discrimination involves actions that treat groups unfairly.

Institutional Racism: Policies and practices within institutions that
produce racial inequalities.

Exploring Race Through Sociological Research

Sociologists employ various research methods to study race, including
ethnographies, surveys, and historical analysis. These studies reveal how
racial identities are formed, maintained, and challenged in different social
settings.

For example, research on residential segregation illustrates how racial
boundaries are maintained through housing policies and economic disparities.
Studies on education reveal how racial biases affect academic achievement and
opportunities.

Tips for Engaging with the Sociological Definition
of Race

If you're interested in exploring the sociological definition of race
further, here are some tips to keep in mind:

Question Biological Assumptions: Always consider how race might be
socially constructed rather than biologically fixed.

e Pay Attention to Context: Recognize that racial categories vary across
time and place.

e Consider Intersectionality: Reflect on how race interacts with other
social identities.

* Be Open to Learning: Engage with diverse perspectives and experiences
related to race.

e Explore Sociological Literature: Read foundational texts by scholars
like W.E.B. Du Bois, Patricia Hill Collins, and Eduardo Bonilla-Silva.



Understanding the sociological definition of race invites us to look beyond
appearances and question the social systems that shape our lives. It
encourages a more humane and informed approach to dealing with issues of
identity, inequality, and justice. By recognizing race as a product of social
forces, we can better address the challenges that arise from racial divisions
and work towards a more inclusive society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sociological definition of race?

In sociology, race is defined as a social construct that categorizes people
based on perceived physical differences such as skin color, facial features,
and hair texture, rather than biological or genetic distinctions.

How does sociology view race compared to biology?

Sociology views race as a social and cultural concept created to establish
social hierarchies and power relations, whereas biology considers race as a
classification based on genetic and physical traits, which modern science has
largely debunked as a valid biological category.

Why is race considered a social construct in
sociology?

Race is considered a social construct because the criteria for racial
classification vary across societies and time periods, reflecting social,
economic, and political contexts rather than objective biological
differences.

What role does race play in social identity
according to sociology?

Sociologically, race plays a significant role in shaping social identity as
it influences individuals' experiences, social interactions, and access to
resources within society.

How does the sociological definition of race relate
to inequality?

Sociologists argue that race is a key factor in social inequality, as racial
categories have been used historically to justify unequal treatment,
discrimination, and systemic racism.



Can racial categories change over time
sociologically?

Yes, sociological research shows that racial categories are fluid and can
change over time due to shifts in social attitudes, immigration patterns, and
political movements.

What is the difference between race and ethnicity in
sociology?

Race generally refers to socially constructed categories based on physical
traits, while ethnicity relates to shared cultural practices, language, and
heritage. Both are social constructs but emphasize different aspects of
identity.

How do sociologists study the impact of race on
society?

Sociologists study race by examining social structures, institutions, and
interactions to understand how racial identities shape experiences,
opportunities, and social outcomes.

What is racialization in sociology?

Racialization is the sociological process by which societies construct racial
identities and meanings, often assigning social significance to groups based
on perceived racial characteristics.

Why is understanding the sociological definition of
race important?

Understanding race sociologically is important because it reveals how social
perceptions of race influence behavior, policy, and inequality, helping to
challenge stereotypes and promote social justice.

Additional Resources

**Understanding the Sociological Definition of Race: A Critical Examination**

sociological definition of race serves as a foundational concept in
understanding human diversity, social identity, and systemic structures
within societies. Unlike biological or genetic interpretations that attempt
to categorize humans based on physical traits, the sociological perspective
approaches race as a social construct—an idea shaped by historical,
political, and cultural contexts rather than immutable biological facts. This
article delves into the complexities surrounding the sociological definition
of race, exploring its origins, implications, and contemporary relevance in



social sciences.

The Sociological Definition of Race: An
Overview

At its core, the sociological definition of race refers to the classification
of people into groups based on perceived physical differences, such as skin
color, facial features, and hair texture. However, sociologists emphasize
that these classifications are not rooted in significant genetic differences
but are instead constructed through social processes that assign meaning and
value to these physical distinctions. This perspective challenges earlier
scientific racism that sought to justify hierarchies and discrimination based
on supposed biological superiority.

Race, from a sociological standpoint, is fundamentally about power relations
and social organization. It functions as a mechanism through which societies
allocate resources, rights, and privileges or impose marginalization and
exclusion. The sociological lens thus shifts focus from inherent
characteristics to the social consequences and lived realities of racial
categorization.

Historical Context and Evolution of the Concept

The concept of race has evolved significantly over centuries. Early
scientific attempts, particularly during the 18th and 19th centuries,
categorized humans into discrete races, often linked to hierarchical
rankings. These classifications supported colonialism, slavery, and racial
segregation policies worldwide. However, by the mid-20th century, growing
evidence from genetics and anthropology undermined the biological basis of
race, leading sociologists to redefine race as a social construct.

This shift was influenced by pivotal works such as W.E.B. Du Bois'’s
exploration of race and identity, and later, scholars like Omi and Winant who
proposed the theory of racial formation. They argued that race is
continuously shaped by social, economic, and political forces rather than
fixed categories.

Key Features of the Sociological Definition of
Race

Understanding the sociological definition of race requires recognizing
several critical features:



Social Construction: Race is not a natural or scientific division but a
category forged through social interactions and institutions.

e Relational Nature: Racial categories gain meaning in relation to each
other, often defining “us” versus “them.”

e Intersection with Power: Race is intertwined with power dynamics,
influencing access to resources and social mobility.

e Fluidity and Change: Racial categories can shift over time and vary
across cultures and societies.

These features underscore why race remains a potent and contentious concept
in modern societies, influencing everything from identity formation to public
policy.

Race versus Ethnicity: A Sociological Distinction

In sociological discourse, race is often differentiated from ethnicity,
though the two intersect. Ethnicity refers to shared cultural traits,
language, religion, and traditions that create a sense of group identity.
Unlike race, which is primarily associated with physical characteristics
imposed by external social perceptions, ethnicity emphasizes self-
identification and cultural heritage.

This distinction is crucial for understanding social dynamics. For example,
two individuals may share the same racial category but belong to different
ethnic groups with distinct cultural practices. Conversely, ethnic groups can
be multiracial, highlighting the complex interplay between these social
constructs.

The Impact of the Sociological Definition of
Race on Contemporary Society

The sociological understanding of race has profound implications for
analyzing social inequalities and addressing systemic racism. Recognizing
race as a social construct helps illuminate how racial categories have been
used historically to justify discrimination and how they continue to
influence experiences related to education, employment, healthcare, and
criminal justice.



Race and Social Inequality

Sociologists argue that racial disparities in wealth, health outcomes, and
political representation are not natural but result from institutionalized
racism embedded in social structures. For instance, studies consistently show
that minority racial groups face disproportionate barriers in access to
quality education and housing, contributing to cycles of disadvantage.

These insights have propelled movements for racial justice and policy reforms
aimed at reducing inequality. By framing race as a product of social forces,
sociological research challenges essentialist notions and promotes a more
equitable understanding of diversity.

Challenges in Defining and Measuring Race

Despite its analytical utility, the sociological definition of race presents
challenges. Because race is fluid and context-dependent, measuring it in
research can be complex. Census categories, for example, often rely on self-
identification, which may not capture the nuanced realities of racial
identity or mixed heritage.

Additionally, the risk of reifying race-that is, treating it as a fixed
biological fact-remains a concern. Sociologists must carefully navigate these
issues to avoid reinforcing stereotypes or oversimplifying the dynamic nature
of race.

Race in a Global Perspective: Comparative
Sociological Insights

The sociological definition of race varies across different societies,
influenced by unique historical and cultural developments. In the United
States, the black-white binary has historically shaped racial discourse,
while in Latin America, concepts like mestizaje (racial mixing) complicate
racial categorizations. Similarly, countries in Asia and Africa have their
own frameworks that intersect race with ethnicity, nationality, and caste.

Comparative studies reveal how race functions differently around the world
but consistently serves as a tool for social stratification. They also
highlight the importance of local context in understanding racial identities
and conflicts.

Emerging Trends: Multiracial Identities and Changing



Racial Categories

Increasing globalization, migration, and intermarriage have led to growing
populations of multiracial individuals, challenging traditional racial
categories. Sociologists examine how these identities are negotiated in
social contexts and the implications for racial classification systems.

Furthermore, some countries have revised or expanded racial categories in
official data collection to better represent their populations. These changes
reflect ongoing debates about the meaning and relevance of race in an
increasingly diverse world.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of the
Sociological Definition of Race

The sociological definition of race remains a vital framework for
understanding how societies construct and experience racial difference beyond
biological essentialism. By highlighting race as a social invention with real
consequences, sociology provides tools to analyze inequality, identity, and
power relations. As societies evolve and become more diverse, continuing to
interrogate and refine the concept of race will be essential for fostering
inclusion and social justice.
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multidisciplinary resource This collection of outstanding articles brings multiple perspectives to bear
on race theory and draws on a wider ranger of periodicals than even the largest library usually
holds. Even if all the articles were available on campus, chances are that a student would have to
track them down in several libraries and microfilm collections. Providing, of course, that no journals
were reserved for graduate students, out for binding, or simply missing. This convenient set saves
students substantial time and effort by making available all the key articles in one reliable source.
Authoritative commentary The series editor has put together a balanced selection of the most
significant works, accompanied by expert commentary. A general introduction gives important
background information and outlines fundamental issues, current scholarship, and scholarly
controversies. Introductions to individual volumes put the articles in context and draw attention to
germinal ideas and major shifts in the field. After reading the material, even a beginning student will
have an excellent grasp of the basics of the subject.

sociological definition of race: A Dictionary of Sociology John Scott, 2014 Coverage is
extensive, and includes terms from the related fields of psychology, economics, anthropology,
philosophy and political science. -- Provided by publisher.

sociological definition of race: Race and Racialism Sami Zubaida, 2018-05-11 Originally
published in 1970, Race and Racialism aims to bring race discussions into the mainstream of
sociological discussion through scrutinizing concepts that defines theoretical issues. The book also
locates race-relation situations in the context of the wider social structure and historical
developments. Contributions raise the question of the abuse of biological and sociological theories in
justifying social attitudes and policies and address various principles of social stratification that bear
on the study of race relations. The book also looks at the how no special social categories are
required to explain the structure and dynamics of race relations, and how the concept of plural
society represents a significant theoretical development.

sociological definition of race: Discover Sociology: Core Concepts Daina S. Eglitis, William
J. Chambliss, 2019-11-08 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling graduate
students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning
workshop. Discover Sociology: Core Concepts explores sociology as a discipline of curious minds,
with the theoretical, conceptual, and empirical tools needed to understand, analyze, and even
change the world. It is adapted from Discover Sociology, Fourth Edition and offers in-depth coverage
of 12 high-priority topics that are at the core of almost all introductory sociology courses. The
Second Edition of Core Concepts maintains its reader-friendly narrative and the hallmark themes of
the parent book, including the unequal distribution of power in society (Inequality Matters), the
sociological imagination (Private Lives, Public Issues), career skills (What Can I Do With a Sociology
Degree?) and civil discourse (Discover and Debate). In response to reader’s requests, this edition
features expanded coverage of issues such as intersectionality, popular culture, and changes in the
contemporary population of college students in the U.S. Additionally, updated social indicators bring
in the latest data available from the U.S. Census Bureau, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Pew Research Center, among others, to ensure that
discussions and figures remain timely. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning
package. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this
text’s content and course materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and
interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical
thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables
students to better prepare for class. Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available
with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring
concepts to life. LMS Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor
resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS?
You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the password-protected
Instructor Resource Site. SAGE Lecture Spark: Designed to save you time and ignite student
engagement, these free weekly lecture launchers focus on current event topics tied to key concepts



in Sociology.

sociological definition of race: Discover Sociology William J. Chambliss, Daina S. Eglitis,
2019-01-02 The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. What key social forces construct and transform our
lives as individuals and as members of society? How does our social world shape us? How do we
shape our world? Discover Sociology presents sociology as a discipline of curious minds. The authors
inspire curiosity about the social world and empower students by providing the theoretical,
conceptual, and empirical tools they need to understand, analyze, and even change the world in
which they live. Organized around four main themes—The Sociological Imagination, Power and
Inequality, Technological Transformations of Society, and Globalization—the book illuminates the
social roots of diverse phenomena and institutions, ranging from poverty and deviance to capitalism
and the nuclear family. Behind the Numbers features illustrate the practical side of sociology and
shows students how to be critical consumers of social science data reported in the media. And every
chapter addresses the question, What can I do with a sociology degree? by linking the knowledge
and skills acquired through studying sociology with specific jobs and career paths. A Complete
Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Vantage Digital Option Engage, Learn, Soar with SAGE
Vantage, an intuitive digital platform that delivers Discover Sociology, Fourth Edition textbook
content in a learning experience carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical
thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers easy course set-up and enables students
to better prepare for class. Assignable Video Assignable Video (available on the SAGE Vantage
platform) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life
and appeal to different learning styles. . SAGE Coursepacks FREE! Easily import our quality
instructor and student resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and
save time. . SAGE Edge FREE online resources for students that make learning easier. . SAGE
course outcomes: Measure Results, Track Success Outlined in your text and mapped to chapter
learning objectives, SAGE course outcomes are crafted with specific course outcomes in mind and
vetted by advisors in the field. .

sociological definition of race: Race, Class, and the State in Contemporary Sociology Jack
Niemonen, 2002 Situating Wilson's work on race and class in the overall contexts of sociology and
radical politics, this book considers the contribution of, and the debate surrounding, each of his
major works--including The Declining Significance of Race, The Truly Disadvantaged, and When
Work Disappears. The crucial place of segregation in the critiques of Wilson's theory is emphasized,
and the role of the state is considered. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

sociological definition of race: Discover Sociology Daina S. Eglitis, William J. Chambliss,
Susan L. Wortmann, 2021-07-04 What key social forces construct and transform our lives as
individuals and as members of society? How does our social world shape us? How do we shape our
world? Discover Sociology answers these questions as it explores sociology as a discipline of curious
and scientific minds. The text is structured around several themes, particularly the unequal
distribution of power and authority in all aspects of social life. Going beyond theory and concepts,
the authors also demonstrate how studying sociology produces more engaged citizens and opens up
a diversity of career paths. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package.

sociological definition of race: The Handbook of Political Sociology Thomas Janoski,
Robert R. Alford, Alexander M. Hicks, Mildred A. Schwartz, 2005-05-23 This Handbook provides a
complete survey of the vibrant field of political sociology. Part I explores the theories of political
sociology. Part II focuses on the formation, transitions, and regime structure of the state. Part III
takes up various aspects of the state that respond to pressures from civil society.

sociological definition of race: Understanding the Sociology of Health Anne-Marie Barry,
Chris Yuill, 2011-12-16 Understanding the Sociology of Health, 3rd Edition is a truly 'readable’
introduction to a subject which is often shrouded in jargon. Providing case studies and exercises to
really get you thinking, this book shows how sociology provides the means to answer complex



questions about health and illness, such as why health inequalities exist: The 3rd edition includes
four new chapters on - history of health & healing - sexuality - sport, fitness & exercise - death &
dying Though aimed primarily at students on health and social care courses and professions allied to
medicine, this textbook provides valuable insights for anyone interested in the social aspects of
health. Visit the companion website at www.sagepub.co.uk/barryandyuill3e to find a range of
teaching and learning material for lecturers and students.

sociological definition of race: W.E.B. Du Bois on Race and Culture Bernard W. Bell,
Emily R. Grosholz, James B. Stewart, 2014-03-18 Interpreting Du Bois' thoughts on race and culture
in a broadly philosophical sense, this volume assembles original essays by some of today's leading
scholars in a critical dialogue on different important theoretical and practical issues that concerned
him throughout his long career: the conundrum of race, the issue of gender equality, and the
perplexities of pan-Africanism.

sociological definition of race: Sociological Theories of Health and Illness William C
Cockerham, 2020-07-09 Sociological Theories of Health and Illness reviews the evolution of theory
in medical sociology beginning with the field’s origins in medicine and extending to its present-day
standing as a major sociological subdiscipline. Sociological theory has an especially important role in
the practice of medical sociology because its theories distinguish the subdiscipline from virtually all
other scientific fields engaged in the study of health and illness. The focus is on contemporary theory
because it applies to contemporary conditions; however, since theory in sociology is often grounded
in historical precedents and classical foundations, this material is likewise included as it relates to
medical sociology today. This book focuses on the most commonly used sociological theories in the
study of health and illness, illustrating their utility in current examples of empirical research on a
wide range of topics. The qualitative or quantitative research methods applicable to specific theories
are also covered. Distinctions between macro and micro-level levels of analysis and the relevance of
the agency-structure dichotomy inherent in all theories in sociology are discussed. Beginning with
classical theory (Durkheim, Weber, and Marx) and the neglected founders (Gilman, Martineau, and
DuBois), along with symbolic interaction (Mead, Strauss) and labeling theory (Becker), and
poststructuralism and postmodernism (Foucault), coverage is extended to contemporary medical
sociology. Discussion of the stress process model (Pearlin) is followed by the social construction of
gender and race and intersectionality theory (Collins), health lifestyle theory (Cockerham), life
course theory (Elder), fundamental cause theory (Link and Phelan), and theories of the medical
profession (Freidson), medicalization and biomedicalization (Conrad, Clarke), and social capital
(Bourdieu, Putnam, and Lin).

sociological definition of race: 21st Century Sociology: A Reference Handbook Clifton D.
Bryant, Dennis L. Peck, 2007 Publisher Description

sociological definition of race: A Sociological Approach to Health Determinants Toni
Schofield, 2015-02-03 This book is a comprehensive resource that provides a new perspective on the
influence of social structures on health.

sociological definition of race: An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion Inger
Furseth, Pal Repstad, 2006-01-01 An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion provides an overview
of sociological theories of contemporary religious life. Some chapters are organized according to
topic. Others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary sociologists from Karl Marx to
Zygmunt Bauman and their perspectives on social life, including religion. Throughout the book,
illustrations and examples are taken from several religious traditions.

sociological definition of race: An Introduction to W. E. B. Du Bois Kalasia S. Ojeh, Earl
Wright II, 2024-02-29 An Introduction to W. E. B. Du Bois examines the historical contributions to
social science and the continuing relevance of the work of W. E. B. Du Bois in an accessible manner.
The first volume of its kind, it places the theories of Du Bois in context, showing how the socio-racial
environment in which he grew up and came of age influenced the development of his thought. In
addition to covering well-known concepts such as double consciousness, the veil, and religious
fatalism, the authors discuss Du Bois’ uncoined theories emanating from the Atlanta University



Studies, as well as his contributions to the development of Black sociology and research
methodology. A groundbreaking contextualization and summary of the importance of Du Bois” work
to sociology and sociological theory, this book constitutes a much-needed resource for scholars and
students seeking to understand this scholar’s significance to the social sciences beyond the
elementary level.

sociological definition of race: Images and the Making of the Russian Empire,
1471-1721 Valerie A. Kivelson, 2025-09-18 Exploring the visual record of the Muscovite tsardom,
this book demonstrates that, in imperial settings, images actually do things. Richly illustrated with
120 arresting, little-known images, it considers how those images functioned as active agents for
and against empire. Images and the Making of the Russian Empire moves out from the throne room
of the Kremlin to engravers' workshops of Chernihiv and Kyiv, to the Amur River basin, to the icy
peaks of Kamchatka, wherever imagery and empire intersected - which was everywhere. The book
presents an unexpected array of pictorial material, including Muscovite illuminated histories,
Ukrainian political-theological prints, and Siberian reindeer herders' pictographic signature marks.
Valerie A. Kivelson demonstrates how pictures created by conquerors and conquered, by elites and
subjects, by the powerful and the disempowered, advanced and shaped the tsardom as it grew into
an ethnically and religiously diverse empire, in ways that have remained unnoticed until now.
Through its novel visual methodology, it offers original perspectives on both Moscow's ambitions
and the ways in which populations coming under tsarist control pushed back and reshaped the
regime's own understanding of what it meant to be an imperial state.

sociological definition of race: The Sociological Review , 1911

sociological definition of race: Publication of the American Sociological Society
American Sociological Association, 1927 List of members in v. 1, 5-25, 28 (supplemental list in v.
26-27)

sociological definition of race: The Sociology of Mental Health and Illness Allen Furr,
2022-06-16 The Sociology of Mental Health and Illness explains sociology’s key contributions to our
understanding of mental health, and serves as a strong counterpoint to the medical approach to the
subject. Using both micro and macro-level theories, particularly social constructionism, the text
shows the subjective nature of mental illness and systems of diagnosis and treatment. It also
emphasizes how social conditions and relationships create life pathways toward mental health and
psychological struggles, and uses the concept of patient career to describe how individuals interact
with mental health professionals. In addition, the text explores the connections between mental
health and social problems such as terrorism, substance abuse, criminal violence, suicide, and
domestic violence.

sociological definition of race: A Realist Metaphysics of Race Jeremy Pierce, 2014-12-11 In A
Realist Metaphysics of Race: A Context-Sensitive, Short-Term Retentionist, Long-Term Revisionist
Approach, Jeremy Pierce defends a social kind view of racial categories. On this view, the biological
features we use to classify people racially do not make races natural kinds. Rather, races exist
because of contingent social practices, single out certain groups of people as races, give them social
importance, and allow us to name them as races. Pierce also identifies several kinds of
context-sensitivity as central to how racial categorization works and argues that we need racial
categories to identify problems in how our racial constructions are formed, including the harmful
effects of racial constructions. Hence, rather than seeking to eliminate such categories, Pierce
argues that we should also make efforts to change the conditions that generate their problematic
elements, with an eye toward retaining only the unproblematic aspects. A Realist Metaphysics of
Race contains insights relevant not just to professional philosophers in metaphysics, philosophy of
race, social philosophy, philosophy of language, and philosophy of science, but also to students and
scholars working in sociology, biology, anthropology, ethnic studies, and political science.
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