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The Social Transformation of American Medicine

the social transformation of american medicine has been a profound journey marked
by sweeping changes in how healthcare is perceived, delivered, and accessed across the
United States. From the early days of fragmented care and minimal regulation to today’s
complex healthcare ecosystem, American medicine has evolved in ways that reflect
broader social, economic, and technological shifts. Understanding this transformation
provides valuable insights into the current challenges and opportunities facing the
healthcare system, and highlights the ongoing interplay between medical innovation,
policy reforms, and social equity.

The Roots of American Medicine: From Informal
Care to Institutionalization

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, American medicine was largely decentralized and
informal. Many communities relied on home remedies, folk healers, and local doctors who
often operated in isolation. Medical education was inconsistent, and the lack of
standardized training meant that the quality of care varied dramatically.

The Rise of Medical Professionalism

The social transformation of American medicine gained momentum with the establishment
of formal medical schools and licensing standards. The Flexner Report of 1910 was a
landmark moment, exposing the poor quality of many medical schools and calling for
rigorous scientific training. This led to the closure of substandard institutions and the
elevation of medical education, laying the groundwork for a more professionalized
healthcare workforce.

Institutional Growth and Hospital Expansion

Hospitals, once viewed with skepticism, began to emerge as centers of advanced care. The
expansion of hospitals reflected broader urbanization trends and advances in medical
technology such as anesthesia and antiseptics. This institutional growth shifted medicine
from a home-based practice to one centered around specialized facilities, dramatically
changing patient experiences and outcomes.



Healthcare Access and Social Equity: A Central
Theme in Transformation

One of the most critical aspects of the social transformation of American medicine has
been the evolving conversation about access and equity. For much of U.S. history,
healthcare was a privilege rather than a right, with marginalized communities facing
systemic barriers.

The Impact of Insurance and Government Programs

The introduction of employer-sponsored health insurance during World War II and the
establishment of Medicare and Medicaid in the 1960s were pivotal in expanding coverage.
These programs aimed to reduce financial barriers and improve access for the elderly,
low-income individuals, and people with disabilities. Despite these advances, disparities
persisted, particularly along racial and socioeconomic lines.

Ongoing Challenges in Health Disparities

The social transformation of American medicine cannot be fully appreciated without
acknowledging the persistent health disparities that reflect broader social inequalities.
Issues such as unequal access to quality care, differences in health outcomes, and
systemic biases continue to challenge the healthcare system. Addressing social
determinants of health—like housing, education, and income—has become an essential
part of modern medical discussions.

Technological Innovation and Its Social Impact

Technological progress has been a driving force behind the transformation of American
medicine, reshaping both clinical practice and patient experiences.

The Digital Revolution and Telemedicine

The advent of electronic health records (EHRs) and telemedicine has transformed how
care is delivered. Telehealth, in particular, has expanded access, especially in rural and
underserved areas, breaking down geographic and logistical barriers. This shift has been
accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, demonstrating how technology can be leveraged
to meet social needs in healthcare.



Precision Medicine and Patient Empowerment

Advances in genetics and personalized medicine are changing the doctor-patient
relationship. Patients today have more access to information and tools to participate
actively in their care decisions. This empowerment reflects a broader social trend toward
transparency and shared decision-making in healthcare.

Policy Changes and the Shaping of Modern
Healthcare

The social transformation of American medicine is deeply intertwined with policy reforms
that have sought to balance innovation, cost, and equity.

The Affordable Care Act and Expanded Coverage

Enacted in 2010, the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was a landmark policy aimed at reducing
the number of uninsured Americans and improving affordability. By expanding Medicaid
and creating insurance marketplaces, the ACA made significant strides toward universal
coverage. It also introduced protections for people with pre-existing conditions and
emphasized preventive care.

The Role of Healthcare Policy in Shaping Social Norms

Beyond coverage, healthcare policies influence social attitudes about responsibility,
entitlement, and the role of government. Debates over healthcare reform reveal deep
societal values and conflicts, making medicine not just a scientific or economic issue, but a
social one.

The Changing Culture of Healthcare Professionals

The social transformation of American medicine is also evident in the evolving roles and
identities of healthcare professionals.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration and Team-Based Care

Modern medicine increasingly emphasizes collaboration among physicians, nurses,
pharmacists, social workers, and other professionals. This team-based approach reflects
an understanding that complex health issues require diverse expertise and coordinated
efforts, improving patient outcomes and satisfaction.



Diversity and Inclusion in the Medical Workforce

Efforts to diversify the healthcare workforce have gained momentum, recognizing that
representation matters in reducing disparities and improving cultural competence.
Encouraging women, minorities, and underrepresented groups to enter medical fields
contributes to a more equitable and socially responsive healthcare system.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Social
Transformation in American Medicine

As American medicine continues to evolve, the social forces shaping it remain dynamic
and complex. Emerging issues like healthcare affordability, mental health awareness, and
the integration of social care with medical care are at the forefront of ongoing
transformation.

Innovations such as artificial intelligence, wearable health technology, and value-based
care models promise to further change how medicine interacts with society. Yet, the core
challenge remains: how to ensure that these advances benefit all Americans, regardless of
background or income.

Understanding the social transformation of American medicine is crucial not just for
healthcare professionals and policymakers, but for every individual navigating the
healthcare landscape. It reminds us that medicine is as much about social connection and
justice as it is about science and technology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'the social transformation of American
medicine'?

The social transformation of American medicine refers to the profound changes in the
organization, delivery, and social roles of medical practice in the United States, especially

during the 20th century, including shifts in professional authority, healthcare institutions,
and public health policies.

Who is a key figure associated with the social
transformation of American medicine?

Paul Starr is a key figure associated with the social transformation of American medicine,
notably through his influential book 'The Social Transformation of American Medicine'
which analyzes the evolution of the medical profession and healthcare system in the U.S.



How did the rise of professional medical organizations
impact American medicine?

The rise of professional medical organizations, such as the American Medical Association
(AMA), helped standardize medical education, establish licensing requirements, and
increase the social status and authority of physicians, significantly shaping the practice
and organization of American medicine.

What role did hospitals play in the social transformation
of American medicine?

Hospitals transitioned from charitable institutions to centers of scientific medicine and
technology, becoming central to the delivery of healthcare and contributing to the
professionalization and institutionalization of American medicine.

How did insurance and government policies influence
the transformation of American medicine?

The introduction of health insurance programs, like Medicare and Medicaid, along with
government regulations, expanded access to healthcare, altered payment systems, and
increased federal involvement, profoundly transforming the American medical landscape.

What social factors contributed to the changes in
American medicine during the 20th century?

Factors such as urbanization, technological advancements, increased public demand for
healthcare, shifts in social attitudes towards health and illness, and the growing role of
science and research all contributed to the social transformation of American medicine.

Additional Resources

The Social Transformation of American Medicine: An Analytical Review

the social transformation of american medicine represents one of the most profound
shifts in the healthcare landscape of the United States over the past century. This
transformation encompasses changes not only in medical technology and treatment
protocols but also in the societal, economic, and cultural contexts in which healthcare is
delivered and experienced. Understanding this evolution requires a comprehensive
examination of historical milestones, policy developments, demographic shifts, and the
ongoing debates surrounding access, equity, and the role of medicine in society.

Historical Context of American Medicine’s Social



Change

The trajectory of American medicine has been shaped by waves of innovation and reform,
each reflecting broader social currents. In the early 20th century, medicine was
characterized by fragmented care, limited scientific rigor, and significant regional
disparities. The rise of germ theory, the establishment of medical licensing boards, and
the introduction of antibiotics laid the groundwork for modern clinical practice. However,
access to medical care remained uneven, heavily influenced by race, socioeconomic status,
and geography.

The social transformation of American medicine accelerated in the mid-20th century with
the expansion of government involvement in healthcare. The creation of Medicare and
Medicaid in 1965 marked a turning point, introducing federal programs aimed at
broadening access to medical services for vulnerable populations. This period also saw the
growth of health insurance as a dominant mode of payment, fundamentally altering the
doctor-patient relationship and the economics of healthcare delivery.

Impact of Policy and Legislation

Legislative initiatives have been critical drivers in reshaping American medicine socially
and structurally. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010, for example, expanded insurance
coverage to millions of previously uninsured Americans, emphasizing preventive care and
reducing disparities. While the ACA improved access, it also exposed persistent challenges
related to affordability, provider shortages, and systemic inequities.

Beyond insurance coverage, policies addressing public health crises have also influenced
the social dynamics of medicine. The response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the 1980s and
1990s, for instance, highlighted the intersections of stigma, activism, and medical
research, leading to greater patient advocacy and community engagement in healthcare
decision-making.

Demographic and Cultural Shifts in Healthcare

The social transformation of American medicine cannot be fully appreciated without
considering the changing demographics of the U.S. population. Increasing racial and
ethnic diversity has brought new challenges and opportunities for culturally competent
care. Studies consistently demonstrate disparities in health outcomes linked to race,
ethnicity, and social determinants such as income, education, and environment.

Moreover, the aging population is reshaping the demand for medical services, with
chronic diseases and long-term care needs becoming central concerns. This demographic
shift pressures the healthcare system to evolve from episodic treatment models toward
integrated, patient-centered approaches emphasizing quality of life.



Changing Patient Expectations and the Role of
Technology

The rise of digital technology and the internet has transformed the social contract
between patients and healthcare providers. Patients today are more informed and
engaged, often seeking second opinions or exploring alternative treatment options online.
Telemedicine, electronic health records, and artificial intelligence tools have expanded
access and efficiency but also raised questions about privacy, data security, and the
human element in medicine.

This technological integration reflects broader societal trends toward personalization and
consumer empowerment but also underscores the digital divide affecting underserved
communities. Bridging this gap remains a priority to ensure equitable benefits from
medical advances.

Equity, Access, and Social Justice in Medicine

A pivotal aspect of the social transformation of American medicine is the growing focus on
equity and social justice. Healthcare disparities persist along lines of race, gender,
socioeconomic status, and geography, prompting calls for systemic reforms. The
COVID-19 pandemic starkly exposed these inequities, with marginalized communities
experiencing disproportionate rates of infection, hospitalization, and mortality.

Efforts to address these disparities include policy reforms, community-based
interventions, and increased diversity within the healthcare workforce. Medical education
now increasingly incorporates social determinants of health and cultural competency
training, emphasizing medicine’s broader social responsibilities.

Challenges and Opportunities in Health Equity

e Structural Barriers: Persistent poverty, lack of insurance, and limited healthcare
infrastructure in rural and inner-city areas constrain equitable access.

e Implicit Bias: Healthcare providers may unconsciously contribute to disparities
through biased decision-making, highlighting the need for ongoing education and
awareness.

e Community Engagement: Empowering patients and communities through
participatory health models improves outcomes and trust.

e Policy Innovation: Initiatives such as value-based care and social prescribing
represent promising shifts toward addressing root causes of health inequities.



The Future of American Medicine’s Social
Landscape

Looking forward, the social transformation of American medicine is likely to continue in
response to evolving societal needs and technological possibilities. Precision medicine,
genomics, and personalized therapies hold promise for more targeted and effective
treatments, but they also introduce ethical and access issues that must be navigated
carefully.

Simultaneously, the integration of behavioral health into primary care, expansion of
community health worker programs, and innovations in payment models signal a broader
commitment to holistic and socially responsive care. The healthcare system’s ability to
adapt to these changes will depend on collaboration among policymakers, providers,
patients, and communities.

In this ongoing transformation, the balance between technological innovation and human-
centered care remains critical. As medicine increasingly intersects with social justice and
public policy, understanding its social dimensions is essential for shaping a system that is
effective, equitable, and sustainable.
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American History, this is a landmark history of how the entire American health care system of
doctors, hospitals, health plans, and government programs has evolved over the last two centuries.
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care system, The Social Transformation of American Medicine examines how the roles of doctors,
hospitals, health plans, and government programs have evolved over the last two and a half
centuries. How did the financially insecure medical profession of the nineteenth century become a
prosperous one in the twentieth? Why was national health insurance blocked? And why are
corporate institutions taking over our medical system today? Beginning in 1760 and coming up to
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Medicine Paul Starr, 1984-06-05 Winner of the 1983 Pulitzer Prize and the Bancroft Prize in
American History, this is a landmark history of how the entire American health care system of
doctors, hospitals, health plans, and government programs has evolved over the last two centuries.
The definitive social history of the medical profession in America....A monumental achievement.—H.
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medicine Paul Starr, 1982 I have divided this history into two books to emphasize two long
movements in the development of american medicine: First, the rise of professional sovereignty, and
second, the transformation of medicine into an industry and the growing, though still unsettled, role
of corporations and the state. Within this framework i explore a variety of specific questions, such
as: Why americans, who were wary of medical authority in the early and mid-nineteenth century,
became devoted to it in the twentieth; Why hospitals, medical schools, clinics, and other
organizations assumed distinctive institutional forms in the united states; Why there is no national
health insurance in the united states; Why the federal government in recent years shifted form
policies that encouraged growth without changes in the organization of medical care to policies that
encouraged reorganiza- tion to control growth; Why physicians long escaped form the control of the
modern corporation, but are now witnessing and indeed taking part in the creation of corporate
health care systems.
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S. Jost, Keith Wailoo, Mark Schlesinger, 2004-01-01 Rife with criticism, praise, and in-depth analysis
of Paul Starr’s work, this lengthy special issue brings together scholars from many disciplines to
offer a comprehensive assessment of the life, the times, the promise, the problems, and the paradox
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Medicine Paul Starr, 2017 Winner of the 1983 Pulitzer Prize and the Bancroft Prize in American
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Geiger, M.D., New York Times Book Review.
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the social transformation of american medicine: An American Health Dilemma: Race
medicine, and health care in the United States 1900-2000 W. Michael Byrd, Linda A. Clayton, 2000
This volume is a comprehensive collection of critical essays on The Taming of the Shrew, and
includes extensive discussions of the play's various printed versions and its theatrical productions.
Aspinall has included only those essays that offer the most influential and controversial arguments
surrounding the play. The issues discussed include gender, authority, female autonomy and
unruliness, courtship and marriage, language and speech, and performance and theatricality.

the social transformation of american medicine: Oxford Dictionary of Medical Quotations
Peter McDonald, 2004 The Oxford Dictionary of Medical Quotations presents a wonderfully
entertaining and eclectic range of quotations covering all aspects of medicine through the ages. It
couples profound statements from famous scientists with witty one-liners from the likes of Woody
Allen and Spike Milligan. Packed with hundreds of quotations, it is a book that anyone in the medical
profession, or with an interest in health, will find an invaluable source of reference and considerable
entertainment. A few examples: I'm not afraid to die. I just don't want to be there when it happens. -
Woody Allen The only cure for sea-sickness is to sit on the shady side of an old brick church in the
country. - English sailors' proverb The nurse should never neglect to attend to the patient's bodily
hygiene on the pretext that such measures do little good and are not urgent. - Florence Nightingale
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the social transformation of american medicine: An American Health Dilemma W. Michael
Byrd, Linda A. Clayton, 2001-12-21 First published in 2002. An American Health Dilemma is the
story of medicine in the United States from the perspective of people who were consistently,
officially mistreated, abused, or neglected by the Western medical tradition and the US health-care
system. It is also the compelling story of African Americans fighting to participate fully in the
health-care professions in the face of racism and the increased power of health corporations and
HMOs. This tour-de-force of research on the relationship between race, medicine, and health care in
the United States is an extraordinary achievement by two of the leading lights in the field of public
health. Ten years out, it is finally updated, with a new third volume taking the story up to the
present and beyond, remaining the premiere and only reference on black public health and the
history of African American medicine on the market today. No one who is concerned with American
race relations, with access to and quality of health care, or with justice and equality for humankind
can afford to miss this powerful resource.

the social transformation of american medicine: Medicare for All Abdul El-Sayed, Micah
Johnson, 2021-01-04 A citizen's guide to America's most debated policy-in-waiting There are few
issues as consequential in the lives of Americans as healthcare--and few issues more politically
vexing. Every single American will interact with the healthcare system at some point in their lives,
and most people will find that interaction less than satisfactory. And yet for every dollar spent in our
economy, 18 cents go to healthcare. What are we paying for, exactly? Healthcare policy is
notoriously complex, but what Americans want is simple: good healthcare that's easy to use and
doesn't break the bank. Polls show that a majority of Americans want the government to provide
universal health coverage to all Americans. What's less clear is how to get there. Medicare for All is
the leading proposal to achieve universal health coverage in America. But what is it exactly? How
would it work? More importantly, is it practical or practicable? This book goes beyond partisan
talking points to offer a serious examination of how Medicare for All would transform the way we
give, receive, and pay for healthcare in America.

the social transformation of american medicine: A Social History of Medicines in the
Twentieth Century John Crellin, Dennis B Worthen, 2004-04-22 Get a fresh perspective on the
day-to-day use of medicine! A Social History of Medicines in the Twentieth Century explores the
most perplexing issues concerning the uses of prescriptions and other medicines on both sides of the
Atlantic. The book equips you with a thorough understanding of the everyday use of medicine in the
United States, Canada, and Britain, concentrating on its recent past. Dr. John K. Crellin, author of
several influential books on the history of medicine and pharmacy, addresses vital topics such as: the
emergence of prescription-only medicines; gate-keeping roles for pharmacists; the role of the
drugstore; and the rise of alternative medicines. A Social History of Medicines in the Twentieth
Century adds the historical perspective missing from most medical and pharmaceutical literature
about trends in the day-to-day use of medicines in society. The book is essential reading for anyone
taking regular medication, either as self-care or by a physician’s prescription. Topics discussed
include the non-scientific factors that validate medicines, the relevance of the control of narcotics,
marketing strategies used by the pharmaceutical industry, the changing authority of physicians and
pharmacists, over-the-counter medicines, tonics and sedatives, and patient compliance—and
non-compliance. A Social History of Medicines in the Twentieth Century also addresses: medicines
for weakness (“health” foods, fortifiers, digestives/laxatives) poison and pharmacy legislation
placebos tranquilizers and antidepressants hormones side-effects psychoactive medications herbal
medicines a brief history of the use of medicines from the 17th to 19th centuries suggestions for
future policies and much more! A Social History of Medicines in the Twentieth Century is equally
vital as a professional resource for physicians, pharmacists, and health care administrators, as a
classroom guide for academics working in the medical and pharmaceutical fields, and as a resource
for patients.

the social transformation of american medicine: Social Policy and Social Change Jillian
Jimenez, 2010 A timely examination of social policy through a social constructivist and economic



lens, Social Policy and Social Change illuminates the root causes of common social problems and
how policy has attempted to ameliorate them. In so doing, the book focuses on how social policies in
the United States can be transformed to promote social justice for all groups. The book uniquely
offers both an historical analysis of social problems and social policies, and an economic analysis of
how capitalism and the market economy have contributed to social problems and impacted social
policies. The book goes beyond the U.S. borders to examine the impact of globalization in the United
States and in the Global South. It considers the meaning and impact of the election of Barack Obama
as President of the United States and explores the policy solutions his administration has proposed
to deal with the economic recession of 2008-2009. The book also discusses social workers as agents
of social change and advocates of social and economic justice. It examines five key realms: Poverty
in families and the welfare system, poverty among the elderly and social security, child
maltreatment and child welfare policy, health and mental health policy, and housing policy. Social
Policy and Social Change is a primary text for social policy/social welfare policy courses in MSW
programs and possibly some higher level BSW programs. It will be supplemented with a
comprehensive ancillary program, including a test bank, instructor’s manual, and student website.

the social transformation of american medicine: Urban Family Medicine Richard B. Birrer,
2012-12-06 Now, more than ever, Family Medicine is alive and well in the United States. The base of
this medical specialty has traditionally been in the smaller cities, suburban communities, and rural
areas of this country. Over the past decade, however, there has been a resurgence of interest in
primary care in our major metropolitan areas as a solution to the high tech subspecialty pace of the
tertiary care environment. A rebirth of urban family medicine has accompanied these pioneering
efforts. To date, the accomplishments are substantial and the prospects are bright. There is still a
long way to go and there are a significant number of hurdles to cross. Although diseases are
generally the same wherever you are, their effects as illness on the individual and the family are
strongly influenced by the environment and social milieu. Urban families have distinctive and
diverse problems-cultural, economic, and ethnic. Training pro grams situated in the large cities must
recognize these issues and include special emphasis on the situations that the family physician is
likely to encounter during and after his training. There is very little research literature on the
background and nature of special urban problems and these areas are the subject of several
chapters of this long overdue volume devoted specifically to urban family medicine. Dr. Birrer has
persuaded true experts to share their knowledge with the reader.

the social transformation of american medicine: Has Medicine Lost Its Mind? Robert C.
Smith, 2025-03-04 One in four Americans suffer from mental illness, yet 75% receive no treatment at
all - discover why our healthcare system is failing millions and learn how we can fix it. In this
groundbreaking examination of America's mental health crisis, internationally recognized physician
Dr. Robert C. Smith exposes the devastating gap between physical and mental health treatment.
Drawing on decades of clinical experience and evidence-based research, he reveals how the
historical mind-body split in medicine has created a two-tier system of care with catastrophic
consequences. Key revelations include: Why medical schools fail to properly train physicians in
mental health care How untreated mental illness costs society hundreds of billions in preventable
healthcare expenses The hidden toll on families and communities when depression, anxiety, and
substance abuse go untreated A practical roadmap for reform that puts mental health care on equal
footing with physical medicine Written with both scientific rigor and compassionate insight, this
urgent call to action provides policymakers, healthcare leaders, and concerned citizens with a clear
path forward. Dr. Smith, recipient of the George Engel Award and Career Teaching Achievement
Award, brings unparalleled expertise to this critical examination of how we can transform mental
healthcare in America.

the social transformation of american medicine: Holism and Complementary Medicine
Vincent Di Stefano, 2025-08-01 The rise of complementary medicine is one of the most important
developments in healthcare over the past three decades. This popular text outlines the history and
philosophy behind holistic therapies and examines their role in contemporary health systems. This




fully updated new edition of Holism and Complementary Medicine offers a systematic overview of
traditional healing practices, the development of the Western biomedical model from the ancient
Egyptians and Greeks to the present, and the holistic philosophy which forms the basis of
complementary and alternative medicine in the West. It includes a new chapter covering
developments over the past two decades, including an increased focus on integrative medicine and
public health. Additonal sections focus on new material related to traditional and indigenous
medicines, including Ayurveda and Australian aboriginal medicine. The book explores the
differences between holistic and conventional biomedical traditions and approaches, and
acknowledging the strengths of each. It also addresses key practice issues, examining the role
holistic principles have to play in today’s health system. Holism and Complementary Medicine is an
accessible guide for students, practitioners, and anyone interested in the origins and core principles
of natural therapies.

the social transformation of american medicine: The Social Medicine Reader, Second
Edition: Volume 3 Ronald P. Strauss, 2005-08-29 A collection of readings--for medical students and
students of public health-- that deal with social and cultural issues in medicine.

the social transformation of american medicine: The Social Production of Crisis Constance
A. Nathanson, Henri Bergeron, 2023 In The Social Production of Crisis, Constance A. Nathanson and
Henri Bergeron focus on the profoundly troubling story of how blood banks and blood products
manufacturers and distributors, as well as the authorities charged with regulating them in France
and the US, knowingly allowed blood contaminated with HIV to be distributed to hemophiliacs and
others needing transfusions in the early to mid-1980s. Based on detailed, lively, and exciting
comparative analysis, the book explains why this drama became a political crisis in France and not
in the United States. The authors use this comparison to advance more general ideas of how political
crises are socially produced and to raise questions about disease policy and politics in the two
countries.

the social transformation of american medicine: The Social Medicine Reader Gail
Henderson, 1997 To meet the needs of the rapidly changing world of health care, future physicans
and health care providers will need to be trained to become wiser scientists and humanists in order
to understand the social and moral as well as technological aspects of health and illness. The Social
Medicine Reader is designed to meet this need. Based on more than a decade of teaching social
medicine to first-year medical students at the pioneering Department of Social Medicine at the
University of North Carolina, The Social Medicine Reader defines the meaning of the social medicine
perspective and offers an approach for teaching it. Looking at medicine from a variety of
perspectives, this anthology features fiction, medical reports, scholarly essays, poetry, case studies,
and personal narratives by patients and doctors--all of which contribute to an understanding of how
medicine and medical practice is profoundly influenced by social, cultural, political, and economic
forces. What happens when a person becomes a patient? How are illness and disability experienced?
What causes disease? What can medicine do? What constitutes a doctor/patient relationship? What
are the ethical obligations of a health care provider? These questions and many others are raised by
The Social Medicine Reader, which is organized into sections that address how patients experience
illness, cultural attitudes toward disease, social factors related to health problems, the socialization
of physicians, the doctor/patient relationship, health care ethics and the provider's role, medical
care financing, rationing, and managed care.
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