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**Ida Tarbell and the History of the Standard Oil Company: Unveiling Corporate Power**

ida tarbell history of the standard oil company is a fascinating journey into one of the most
significant investigative journalism efforts of the early 20th century. This story not only sheds light on
the rise of one of America’s most powerful monopolies but also marks a turning point in the
relationship between journalism, government regulation, and big business. Ida Tarbell’s meticulous
research and compelling storytelling exposed the ruthless tactics of Standard Oil, forever changing
the landscape of American industry and media.

Who Was Ida Tarbell?

Ida Tarbell was a pioneering journalist and one of the leading muckrakers of her time. Born in 1857 in
Pennsylvania, she grew up witnessing firsthand the effects of the oil industry’s dominance. Her father
was an independent oil producer, and Tarbell’s early life was marked by the challenges faced by small
operators overshadowed by the giant Standard Oil Company. This personal connection fueled her
determination to uncover the truth behind the corporate giant’s rise.

Tarbell graduated from Allegheny College and later became a teacher before turning to journalism.
Her work combined rigorous investigation with a narrative style that made complex business
practices understandable and compelling to the general public. This unique approach helped her gain
credibility and influence, eventually leading to her groundbreaking exposé on Standard Oil.

The Rise of the Standard Oil Company

To fully appreciate Ida Tarbell’s work, it’s essential to understand the history of the Standard Oil
Company itself. Founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1870, Standard Oil rapidly grew to dominate the oil
refining industry in the United States. Through aggressive tactics such as secret railroad rebates,
predatory pricing, and strategic acquisitions, Standard Oil eliminated competition and established a
monopoly.

By the late 19th century, Standard Oil controlled about 90% of the U.S. oil refining business, making it
one of the most powerful corporations in American history. Its influence extended beyond oil,
affecting transportation, manufacturing, and even politics. The company’s practices raised serious
questions about fairness, competition, and the role of government oversight in regulating business.

Monopoly and Its Impact on the Economy

Standard Oil’s monopoly had profound effects on the economy and society:



- **Suppression of Competition:** Smaller oil companies struggled to survive against Standard Oil’s
dominance.
- **Price Manipulation:** The company could set prices with little regard for market forces.
- **Political Influence:** Standard Oil’s power extended to lobbying and influencing government
policies.
- **Innovation and Efficiency:** Despite its negative aspects, Standard Oil also introduced efficiencies
and innovations in refining and distribution.

Understanding these dynamics is crucial to grasp why Tarbell’s investigation resonated so deeply with
the American public.

Ida Tarbell’s Investigative Journey

Ida Tarbell’s history of the Standard Oil Company is not just a recounting of corporate facts. It’s an
investigative epic that involved years of research, interviews, and analysis. Commissioned by
McClure’s Magazine, Tarbell meticulously gathered documents, testimonies, and financial records that
revealed the company’s underhanded tactics.

Her articles were serialized between 1902 and 1904, reaching a wide audience hungry for
transparency about big business. Tarbell’s work exposed how Standard Oil used espionage, bribery,
and intimidation to crush competitors. She also detailed the company’s secret deals with railroads,
which allowed it to transport oil at discounted rates, further marginalizing smaller producers.

Techniques and Challenges in Tarbell’s Investigation

Some key aspects of Tarbell’s investigative process included:

- **Primary Source Analysis:** She scrutinized legal documents, court records, and corporate filings.
- **Interviews:** Tarbell spoke with former employees, competitors, and industry insiders.
- **Cross-Referencing:** Her findings were cross-checked for accuracy and corroboration.
- **Persistence:** She faced resistance from Standard Oil’s representatives and had to navigate legal
intimidation.

This thorough approach set new standards for investigative journalism and helped establish the
muckraking tradition.

The Impact of Tarbell’s Work on American Society

The publication of Ida Tarbell’s history of the Standard Oil Company had an immediate and lasting
impact. Public opinion turned sharply against monopolies, and there was growing pressure for
government intervention. Ultimately, Tarbell’s exposé contributed to the landmark 1911 Supreme
Court decision that ordered the dissolution of Standard Oil into smaller companies.



Legal and Regulatory Outcomes

- **Sherman Antitrust Act Enforcement:** Tarbell’s work energized efforts to enforce antitrust laws.
- **Breakup of Standard Oil:** The Supreme Court ruled that Standard Oil violated antitrust laws,
leading to its breakup into 34 independent companies.
- **Rise of Regulatory Agencies:** The early 20th century saw the birth of agencies designed to
oversee corporate behavior.

Influence on Journalism and Public Awareness

Tarbell’s success demonstrated the power of investigative journalism to hold powerful interests
accountable. Her work inspired other muckrakers such as Upton Sinclair and Lincoln Steffens, who
tackled issues ranging from food safety to political corruption. The public’s appetite for such reporting
helped establish the press as a watchdog institution.

Lessons from Ida Tarbell’s History of the Standard Oil
Company

Beyond the historical facts, Tarbell’s story offers valuable insights for today’s readers, journalists, and
business leaders.

The Importance of Transparency: Corporate secrecy can hide unethical practices that harm
society.

Power of Persistence: In-depth investigation requires patience and resilience in the face of
opposition.

Role of Media: Responsible journalism plays a crucial role in democracy by informing citizens.

Balance Between Innovation and Ethics: Business success should not come at the cost of
fairness and legal compliance.

For entrepreneurs and corporate leaders, Tarbell’s history serves as a cautionary tale about the
consequences of monopolistic behavior and the long-term benefits of ethical business practices.

Ida Tarbell’s Legacy in Modern Context

Today, discussions about corporate influence, antitrust laws, and media responsibility continue to
echo the themes Ida Tarbell raised over a century ago. The story of Standard Oil is often cited in
debates about tech giants, pharmaceutical companies, and other industries where market dominance
raises concerns.



Tarbell’s work remains a powerful example of how one person’s dedication to truth can spark societal
change. Her blend of storytelling and factual reporting set a standard that continues to influence
journalism education and practice.

Whether you are interested in history, journalism, business ethics, or law, exploring ida tarbell history
of the standard oil company offers a rich, multifaceted perspective on the forces shaping modern
America.

---

Ida Tarbell’s meticulous chronicling of the Standard Oil Company not only unveiled the dark side of
corporate monopolies but also sparked a movement towards greater accountability and fairness in
American business. Her legacy lives on as a testament to the enduring power of investigative
journalism and the ongoing struggle to balance economic power with public interest.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Ida Tarbell and why is she significant in American
history?
Ida Tarbell was an American investigative journalist and one of the leading muckrakers of the early
20th century. She is significant for her detailed exposé on the Standard Oil Company, which helped to
reveal the unethical business practices of monopolies and contributed to the eventual breakup of
Standard Oil.

What is 'The History of the Standard Oil Company'?
'The History of the Standard Oil Company' is a groundbreaking investigative work written by Ida
Tarbell, published in 1904. It is a detailed account of the rise and monopolistic practices of John D.
Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, exposing its unfair tactics and influence on the oil industry and
American economy.

How did Ida Tarbell conduct her investigation into Standard
Oil?
Ida Tarbell conducted extensive research for over two years, interviewing former employees,
competitors, and analyzing company documents and public records. Her thorough and methodical
approach helped her uncover the corrupt practices and anti-competitive strategies employed by
Standard Oil.

What impact did Ida Tarbell's work have on the Standard Oil
Company?
Tarbell's exposé led to increased public awareness and government scrutiny of Standard Oil's
monopolistic behavior. Ultimately, it contributed to the 1911 Supreme Court decision that ordered the
breakup of Standard Oil into smaller companies to restore competition in the oil industry.



Why is Ida Tarbell's 'The History of the Standard Oil Company'
considered a landmark in investigative journalism?
Tarbell's work is considered a landmark because it combined meticulous research, clear writing, and
moral purpose, setting a new standard for investigative journalism. It demonstrated the power of the
press to influence public policy and reform large corporations.

How did Ida Tarbell's personal background influence her
investigation of Standard Oil?
Ida Tarbell's father was an independent oil producer who suffered financially due to Standard Oil's
aggressive tactics. This personal connection motivated her to investigate the company thoroughly,
providing her with unique insights and a passionate commitment to exposing its wrongdoing.

Additional Resources
Ida Tarbell History of the Standard Oil Company: A Pioneering Exposé in Investigative Journalism

ida tarbell history of the standard oil company stands as a landmark chapter in the annals of
investigative journalism and American business history. As a meticulous reporter and pioneering
muckraker, Ida Tarbell’s exhaustive examination of Standard Oil not only unveiled the monopolistic
practices of one of the most powerful corporations of the early 20th century but also helped shape
public opinion and regulatory policies. Her work remains an essential reference point for
understanding corporate influence, regulatory reforms, and the evolution of journalistic integrity.

The Genesis of Tarbell’s Investigation

Ida Tarbell’s journey into the history of the Standard Oil Company was deeply personal and
professionally transformative. Born in 1857, Tarbell entered journalism at a time when the field was
overwhelmingly male-dominated. Her investigative drive was fueled by both her intellectual rigor and
a desire to expose the unethical practices behind the rapid industrial expansion of the Gilded Age.

Standard Oil, founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1870, had quickly grown to dominate nearly 90% of
the United States’ oil refining industry by the turn of the century. The company’s aggressive
tactics—ranging from secret railroad rebates to predatory pricing—raised serious concerns about
monopoly power and its consequences for competition. Tarbell’s historical inquiry meticulously
documented these practices, setting a new standard for business exposés.

Research Methodology and Sources

What made Tarbell’s history of the Standard Oil Company particularly authoritative was her rigorous
research approach. She conducted hundreds of interviews, analyzed company records, and cross-
referenced public documents to construct a comprehensive narrative. Unlike sensationalist accounts,
her reporting was grounded in verifiable facts, lending credibility to her allegations against Standard



Oil.

Her background as a teacher and writer of biographical sketches informed her detailed, narrative-
driven style. This approach allowed readers to grasp the complexities of corporate strategies and
their broader economic implications without sacrificing accuracy or nuance.

Impact on Journalism and Public Policy

Tarbell’s serialized articles, published in McClure’s Magazine beginning in 1902, captivated a wide
readership and significantly influenced the national discourse on monopolies. The series was later
compiled into the book “The History of the Standard Oil Company,” which became a bestseller and a
blueprint for investigative reporting.

Corporate Accountability and Antitrust Enforcement

One of the most immediate effects of Tarbell’s work was its contribution to the enforcement of
antitrust laws. Her revelations helped galvanize public support for government intervention,
culminating in the 1911 Supreme Court decision that ordered the dissolution of Standard Oil into 34
independent companies.

This landmark case set a precedent for regulating monopolies and demonstrated the power of
investigative journalism in promoting transparency and accountability. Tarbell’s history of the
Standard Oil Company thus transcended mere reportage, becoming a catalyst for legal and
institutional reforms.

Legacy in Investigative Journalism

Ida Tarbell is often credited as a founding figure of muckraking journalism—a movement
characterized by thorough investigations aimed at exposing corruption and social injustices. Her work
exemplified the potential of journalism to serve the public interest by holding powerful entities
accountable.

Her methodology influenced subsequent generations of journalists who sought to balance narrative
storytelling with empirical research. Moreover, Tarbell’s insistence on neutrality and professionalism
helped establish ethical standards that continue to inform journalistic practices today.

Analyzing the Corporate Strategies of Standard Oil

Understanding the idiosyncrasies of Standard Oil’s business operations is essential to appreciating the
depth of Tarbell’s investigation. The company’s strategy involved vertical integration, controlling
every stage of oil production from extraction to distribution, which created significant barriers to entry
for competitors.



Secret Rebates and Railroad Deals

A critical aspect uncovered by Tarbell was Standard Oil’s use of secret rebates from railroads,
allowing it to undercut competitors on transportation costs. By securing preferential rates, Standard
Oil increased its market dominance while forcing rivals into financially untenable positions.

Predatory Pricing and Market Manipulation

Standard Oil also engaged in predatory pricing—temporarily lowering prices to drive competitors out
of business before raising them again. These tactics distorted the free-market mechanisms and
suppressed competition, which Tarbell highlighted as detrimental to consumer choice and economic
fairness.

Broader Economic and Social Implications

The history of Standard Oil cannot be detached from the broader context of American industrialization
and capitalism. Tarbell’s work illuminated the tensions between innovation, market power, and
regulatory oversight.

Economic Concentration: Standard Oil’s monopoly raised concerns about wealth
concentration and economic inequality.

Government Role: The exposé questioned the adequacy of existing laws to regulate emerging
corporate giants.

Consumer Impact: Monopolistic control affected pricing, availability, and quality of goods.

These factors contributed to a growing awareness that unrestrained corporate growth could pose risks
to democratic institutions and market fairness.

Comparisons to Contemporary Corporate Practices

In today’s era of tech giants and multinational conglomerates, the themes explored in Tarbell’s
history retain their relevance. Issues surrounding data monopolies, anticompetitive behavior, and
regulatory challenges echo the early 20th-century battles against Standard Oil, underscoring the
enduring importance of vigilant journalism and robust antitrust enforcement.

Challenges and Criticisms of Tarbell’s Work



While Ida Tarbell’s history of the Standard Oil Company is widely celebrated, some critiques have
emerged over time. Certain historians argue that her personal connection—her father’s refineries
were adversely affected by Standard Oil—may have introduced bias in her narrative.

Additionally, critics note that her focus on Rockefeller and Standard Oil somewhat oversimplified the
complex dynamics of the oil industry and industrial capitalism. However, these criticisms do not
diminish the overall impact and methodological rigor of her investigation.

Balancing Objectivity and Advocacy

Tarbell’s dual role as an objective historian and an advocate for reform illustrates the challenges
inherent in investigative journalism. Striking a balance between factual reporting and moral urgency
remains a critical consideration for journalists addressing corporate power today.

The enduring legacy of her work lies in demonstrating that thorough research and compelling
storytelling can coexist, resulting in impactful journalism that drives social change.

---

Ida Tarbell’s history of the Standard Oil Company remains a seminal work that not only chronicles the
rise and practices of a corporate titan but also exemplifies the power of investigative journalism to
influence public policy and corporate ethics. Her meticulous research, narrative skill, and commitment
to accountability continue to inspire journalists and regulators alike in navigating the complex
intersections of business, law, and society.

Ida Tarbell History Of The Standard Oil Company
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magazine, the book was a seminal example of muckraking (known today as investigative journalism)
and inspired many other journalists to write about trusts. Trusts were large businesses that (in the
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Ida M. Tarbell, 2009-01-01 In this era of financial crisis compounded, and even perhaps enabled, by
a dearth of investigative reporting, it is valuable to go back in time to learn from the work of great
journalists with the courage to have taken on avaricious corporations and irresponsible business
practices. Perhaps no book demands our attention and respect as much as the one now in your
hands. The unabridged edition, long out of print, of Ida Tarbell's study/expose of the history of the
Standard Oil Company is an American classic, a model of careful research, detailed analysis, clear
expository writing, and social mission. It has been hailed as one of the top ten of journalism's
greatest hits. In Volume I, Tarbell explores: [ the birth of the oil industry [ the rise of the Standard
Oil Company and John D. Rockefeller [ the oil war of 1872 [ the beginnings of the oil trust [ the first
interstate commerce bill [ and more. IDA MINERVA TARBELL (1857-1944) is remembered today as
a muckraking journalist, thanks to this 1904 blockbuster expos. Originally published as a series of
articles in McClure's magazine, this groundbreaking work highlighted the dangers of business
monopolies and contributed to the eventual breakup of Standard Oil. As modern-day muckraker
Danny Schechter writes in his new introduction, exclusive to this Cosimo Classics edition. He is
editor of Mediachannel.org and author of numerous books on the media, including Plunder:
Investigating Our Economic Calamity and the Subprime Scandal (Cosimo). For more, see
www.newsdissector.com/plunder.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company:
The fight for the seaboard pipe-line Ida Minerva Tarbell, 1904 The History of the Standard Oil
Company is a 1904 book by journalist Ida Tarbell. It is an exposé about the Standard Oil Company,
run at the time by oil tycoon John D. Rockefeller, the richest figure in American history. Originally
serialized in nineteen parts in McClure's magazine, the book is a seminal example of muckraking,
and inspired many other journalists to write about trusts, large businesses that (in the absence of
strong antitrust laws in the 19th century) attempted to gain monopolies in various industries. The
History of the Standard Oil Company is credited with hastening the breakup of Standard Oil, which
came about in 1911, when the Supreme Court of the United States found the company to be
violating the Sherman Antitrust Act. The subsequent decision splintered the company into 34 baby
Standards. The value of Rockefeller's shares rose after the breakup as the new companies had a
positive development on the stock exchange--Wikipedia, viewed January 27, 2023.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company,
by Ida M. Tarbell, ... Ida Minerva Tarbell, 1905
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida M. Tarbell, 2013-12 Ida Tarbell's masterly work of investigative journalism leaves the
reader longing for a principled, hard-working, thorough and hard-working reporter such as Ida
Tarbell and her fellow idealists at McClure's Magazine at the turn of the 20th Century. She and her
colleagues came to President Roosevelt's attention, at first with doubt, but later with appreciation.
His actions helped to bring about remarkable and desperately needed changes. This book should be
required reading in any journalism course today. Muckrakers was the name that Theodore Roosevelt
gave journalists of the early part of the 20th century who exposed abuses in American business and
government. Ida Tarbell, one of the original muckrakers, was able to help shut down the Standard
Oil Company monopoly that had hampered her father's efforts in the oil industry in Pennsylvania.
Standard Oil founder John D. Rockefeller, irked by her stinging éxpose, dubbed her Miss Tarbarrel.
The History of the Standard Oil Company is listed number five among the top 100 works of
twentieth-century American journalism by the New York Times in 1999. This muckraking classic,
which eventually led to effective regulation of the Standard Oil Company, was the inaugural work for
crusading journalists whose mission was to expose corruption in politics and the abuses of big
business during the early twentieth century. The history combined descriptions of John D.
Rockefeller's business practices with his personal characteristics, creating an image of a cunning
and ruthless person--a picture that not even decades of Rockefeller philanthropy were able to dispel.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company
(Complete Illustrated Edition) Ida Minerva Tarbell, 2023-12-10 In The History of the Standard Oil



Company (Complete Illustrated Edition), Ida Minerva Tarbell embarks on an exhaustive investigation
into one of the most influential corporations of the early 20th century, deftly intertwining narrative
and analysis. Employing a journalistic style that is both meticulous and evocative, Tarbell unveils the
ruthless business practices of John D. Rockefeller and the Standard Oil monopoly, illustrating not
only the economic implications but also the ethical dilemmas inherent in corporate power. This
edition is enriched with illustrations that further contextualize the historical landscape, allowing
readers to visualize the era's socio-economic dynamics. Ida Tarbell, a pioneering investigative
journalist and one of the first prominent female writers in the field, was driven by personal
experience'—growing up in Titusville, Pennsylvania, where her father struggled against Standard
Oil's monopolistic practices. Her upbringing instilled in her a unique perspective on the intersection
of industry, ethics, and society, motivating her to tackle corporate malfeasance with an unwavering
commitment to uncovering the truth. Tarbell's work was pivotal in the progressive movement,
challenging the status quo and advocating for reform. Readers seeking a profound understanding of
American industry and the complexities of capitalism will find Tarbell's work indispensable. This
complete illustrated edition not only presents a compelling narrative but invites critical reflection on
the role of ethics in business, making it essential reading for anyone interested in history,
economics, and social justice. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for
your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. -
The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists.
- A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the
writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying
meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages,
connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of
literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic
phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company;
Volume 2 Ida M 1857-1944 Tarbell, 2022-10-27 This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in
the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company
Ida Tarbell, 2015-01-15 Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the corruption and greed of John D.
Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made Rockefeller one of the richest men in history.
Tarbell's work was so influential that it helped shape perception of robber barons and helped bring
about regulations during the progressive years at the beginning of the 20th century.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company
Volume 1 Of 2 Ida Tarbell, 2015-01-15 Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the corruption and greed
of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made Rockefeller one of the richest men in
history. Tarbell's work was so influential that it helped shape perception of robber barons and
helped bring about regulations during the progressive years at the beginning of the 20th century.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida M. Tarbell, 1925
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The Standard Oil Company Standard Oil
Company, 1905
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company,
Vol. II (in Two Volumes) Ida M. Tarbell, 2009-01-01 IDA MINERVA TARBELL (1857-1944) is
remembered today as a muckraking journalist, thanks to this 1904 blockbuster expos. Originally



published as a series of articles in McClure's magazine, this groundbreaking work highlighted the
dangers of business monopolies and contributed to the eventual breakup of Standard Oil. As
modern-day muckraker Danny Schechter writes in his new introduction, exclusive to this Cosimo
Classics edition: In this era of financial crisis compounded, and even perhaps enabled, by a dearth of
investigative reporting, it is valuable to go back in time to learn from the work of great journalists
with the courage to have taken on avaricious corporations and irresponsible business practices.
Perhaps no book demands our attention and respect as much as the one now in your hands. The
unabridged edition, long out of print, of Ida Tarbell's study/expose of the history of the Standard Oil
Company is an American classic, a model of careful research, detailed analysis, clear expository
writing, and social mission. It has been hailed as one of the top ten of journalism's greatest hits. In
Volume II, Tarbell explores: [ battles over oil pipelines [ the marketing of oil [ the political response
to Standard's domination [ breaking up the oil trust [ competition in the oil industry [ and more.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Volume 2 Of 2 Ida Tarbell, 2015-01-15 Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the
corruption and greed of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made Rockefeller one of
the richest men in history. Tarbell's work was so influential that it helped shape perception of robber
barons and helped bring about regulations during the progressive years at the beginning of the 20th
century.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company
Ida Minerva Tarbell, 2002
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The Origins of the American Detective
Story LeRoy Lad Panek, 2006-09-22 Edgar Allan Poe essentially invented the detective story in 1841
with Murders in the Rue Morgue. In the years that followed, however, detective fiction in America
saw no significant progress as a literary genre. Much to the dismay of moral crusaders like Anthony
Comstock, dime novels and other sensationalist publications satisfied the public's hunger for a yarn.
Things changed as the century waned, and eventually the detective was reborn as a figure of
American literature. In part these changes were due to a combination of social conditions, including
the rise and decline of the police as an institution; the parallel development of private detectives; the
birth of the crusading newspaper reporter; and the beginnings of forensic science. Influential, too,
was the new role model offered by a wildly popular British import named Sherlock Holmes. Focusing
on the late 19th century and early 20th, this volume covers the formative years of American
detective fiction. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination
copy here.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company ( 2
Volumes in 1) Ida M. Tarbell, 2010-01-01 As modern-day muckraker Danny Schechter writes in his
new introduction, exclusive to this Cosimo Classics edition: In this era of financial crisis
compounded, and even perhaps enabled, by a dearth of investigative reporting, it is valuable to go
back in time to learn from the work of great journalists with the courage to have taken on avaricious
corporations and irresponsible business practices.Perhaps no book demands our attention and
respect as much as the one now in your hands. The unabridged edition, long out of print, of Ida
Tarbell's study/expose of the history of the Standard Oil Company is an American classic, a model of
careful research, detailed analysis, clear expository writing, and social mission. It has been hailed as
one of the top ten of journalism's greatest hits.In this book, offering Volumes I&II, Tarbell explores:
the birth of the oil industry the rise of the Standard Oil Company the oil war of 1872 the beginnings
of the oil trust the first interstate commerce bill battles over oil pipelines the marketing of oil the
political response to Standard's domination breaking up the oil trust competition in the oil industry
and more.IDA MINERVA TARBELL (1857-1944) is remembered today as a muckraking journalist,
thanks to this 1904 blockbuster expose. Originally published as a series of articles in McClure's
magazine, this groundbreaking work highlighted the dangers of business monopolies and
contributed to the eventual breakup of Standard Oil.Investigative journalist DANNY SCHECHTER is
editor of Mediachannel.org and author of numerous books on the media, including Plunder:



Investigating Our Economic Calamity and the Subprime Scandal (Cosimo). For more, see
www.newsdissector.com/plunder.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil Company,
Vol. 1, Illustrated Ida M. Tarbell, 2011-01-01 Muckrakers was the name that Theodore Roosevelt
gave journalists of the early part of the 20th century who exposed abuses in American business and
government. Ida Tarbell, one of the original muckrakers, was able to help shut down the Standard
Oil Company monopoly that had hampered her father's efforts in the oil industry in Pennsylvania.
Standard Oil founder John D. Rockefeller, irked by her stinging expose, dubbed her Miss Tarbarrel.
The History of the Standard Oil Company is listed number five among the top 100 works of
twentieth-century American journalism by the New York Times in 1999. This muckraking classic,
which eventually led to effective regulation of the Standard Oil Company, was the inaugural work for
crusading journalists whose mission was to expose corruption in politics and the abuses of big
business during the early twentieth century. The history combined descriptions of John D.
Rockefeller's business practices with his personal characteristics, creating an image of a cunning
and ruthless person--a picture that not even decades of Rockefeller philanthropy were able to dispel.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: Oil and Ideology Roger M. Olien, Diana
Davids Hinton, Diana Davids Olien, 2000 A synthesis of cultural, business, gender and intellectual
history, exploring how the negative image of America's petrol industry was created. It shows how
this image helped shape policy toward the industry in ways that were sometimes at odds with the
goals or reformers and the public interest.
  ida tarbell history of the standard oil company: Encyclopedia of the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era John D. Buenker, Joseph Buenker, 2021-04-14 Spanning the era from the end of
Reconstruction (1877) to 1920, the entries of this reference were chosen with attention to the
people, events, inventions, political developments, organizations, and other forces that led to
significant changes in the U.S. in that era. Seventeen initial stand-alone essays describe as many
themes.
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