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Christopher Marlowe The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus: A Timeless
Exploration of Ambition and Damnation

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus stands as one of
the most compelling works of the English Renaissance, weaving together themes
of ambition, knowledge, and the human soul’s eternal struggle. This play,
often simply known as *Doctor Faustus*, has captivated readers and audiences
for centuries with its gripping narrative and philosophical depth. But what
is it about Marlowe's interpretation of the Faust legend that continues to
resonate so deeply? Let’s dive into the world of Christopher Marlowe’s
masterpiece and uncover its enduring significance.

The Origins of Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor
Faustus

Before exploring the play itself, it’s important to understand the background
of the story and its creator. Christopher Marlowe was a contemporary of
Shakespeare, a playwright and poet whose works helped shape Elizabethan
drama. *The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus* was written around 1592 and
is considered one of Marlowe’s greatest achievements.

The story of Doctor Faustus draws on a popular German legend about a scholar
who makes a pact with the devil in exchange for supernatural powers.
Marlowe’s version added a rich layer of psychological and moral complexity,
reflecting Renaissance concerns about knowledge, power, and salvation.

The Historical and Cultural Context

During Marlowe’s time, the Renaissance was in full swing, characterized by a
renewed interest in classical learning, human potential, and scientific
discovery. At the same time, religious tensions were high, with debates about
the soul, the afterlife, and the nature of sin dominating intellectual life.
*Christopher Marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus* taps directly
into these anxieties, portraying a man who seeks to transcend human
limitations but ultimately pays a terrible price.

Plot Overview: The Rise and Fall of Doctor



Faustus

At its core, Marlowe'’s *Doctor Faustus* tells the story of a brilliant
scholar who grows dissatisfied with traditional forms of knowledge like
logic, medicine, and theology. In his quest for greater power, Faustus
summons the demon Mephistopheles and agrees to sell his soul to Lucifer for
24 years of magical prowess.

Throughout the play, Faustus indulges in his newfound abilities, conjuring
spirits, performing illusions, and living a life of excess and spectacle. But
as the years pass, his initial excitement gives way to fear and despair.
Despite numerous opportunities to repent, Faustus clings to his bargain,
leading to his ultimate damnation.

Key Themes in Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus

e Ambition and Hubris: Faustus embodies the Renaissance man who pushes
beyond accepted boundaries, but his overreaching ambition blinds him to
the consequences.

e Knowledge and Power: The play questions the value and limits of human
knowledge, especially when it is pursued without moral compass.

e Good vs. Evil: The constant struggle between Faustus’ conscience and the
temptations represented by Mephistopheles highlights the battle for the
human soul.

e Salvation and Damnation: Religious imagery permeates the play,

underscoring the stakes of Faustus’ choices and the possibility (or
impossibility) of redemption.

Character Analysis: What Makes Doctor Faustus
So Captivating?

Christopher Marlowe’s talent shines not only in the story but also in the
complexity of his characters. Doctor Faustus is more than a cautionary
figure; he is a deeply human character torn between desire and doubt.

Doctor Faustus: The Tragic Hero

Faustus is ambitious, intelligent, and restless. Unlike typical villains, his



flaws are relatable—he wants to achieve greatness and understand the
mysteries of the universe. However, his impatience and pride lead him to make
a pact without fully considering its consequences. His internal conflict and
moments of hesitation make him a tragic figure whose downfall evokes both
pity and fear.

Mephistopheles: The Devil in the Details

Mephistopheles is one of the play’s most intriguing characters. As Faustus’
demonic servant, he is bound by the pact but also expresses regret about his
own fall from grace. His eloquence and wit add a layer of dark humor and
complexity, representing temptation as both alluring and destructive.

The Language and Style of Christopher Marlowe'’s
Doctor Faustus

One of the reasons *The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus* remains a staple
of English literature is Marlowe’s masterful use of language. His poetic
dialogue, rich in metaphor and rhythm, captures the emotional intensity of
the story.

Marlowe often employs blank verse—a form of unrhymed iambic pentameter—that
was innovative for his time and allowed for a natural yet elevated mode of
expression. This technique heightens the dramatic tension and gives Faustus’
soliloquies a powerful, almost hypnotic quality.

Memorable Passages and Their Significance

Faustus’ famous opening lines reveal his intellectual frustration:

*"Settle thy studies, Faustus, and begin
To sound the depth of that thou wilt profess."*

These words introduce the central conflict: the insatiable thirst for
knowledge and the danger of overreaching. Throughout the play, Marlowe's
language shifts from grandiose ambition to despairing introspection,
reflecting Faustus’ psychological journey.

The Legacy and Influence of Christopher
Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus



*The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus* has left an indelible mark on
literature, theater, and popular culture. Its exploration of human ambition
and moral choice has inspired countless adaptations, including operas,
novels, films, and modern plays.

Impact on Later Works and Writers

Marlowe’s portrayal of Faustus influenced later writers such as Goethe, whose
own *Faust* expanded on the themes of knowledge and redemption. The character
of Faustus has become an archetype representing the tragic consequences of
unchecked desire.

In modern contexts, the play’s themes resonate with ongoing debates about
scientific ethics, technology, and the limits of human power. The Faustian
bargain remains a powerful metaphor for the risks involved in pursuing
progress without considering ethical implications.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Doctor Faustus

For those new to Marlowe’s play, here are some helpful ways to engage with
this complex work:

e Consider the Historical Context: Understanding the Renaissance mindset
enhances appreciation of the play’s themes.

e Pay Attention to Soliloquies: Faustus’ moments of reflection reveal his
inner turmoil and are key to grasping the tragedy.

e Explore Different Adaptations: Watching performances or film versions
can bring the text to life and highlight its dramatic power.

e Reflect on the Moral Questions: Think about how the play’s issues relate
to contemporary concerns about ambition and ethics.

Christopher Marlowe’s *The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus* remains a
powerful exploration of humanity’s deepest desires and fears. Its rich
language, complex characters, and timeless themes ensure that Faustus’ tragic
journey continues to inspire both thought and creativity across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the author of 'The Tragical History of Doctor
Faustus'?

The author of 'The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus' is Christopher
Marlowe.

What is the central theme of 'Doctor Faustus'?

The central theme of 'Doctor Faustus' is the conflict between ambition and
morality, focusing on Faustus's quest for knowledge and power at the cost of
his soul.

When was 'The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus'
first performed?

The play was first performed around 1592.

What pact does Doctor Faustus make in the play?

Doctor Faustus makes a pact with the devil, Mephistopheles, exchanging his
soul for 24 years of magical powers and knowledge.

How does 'Doctor Faustus' reflect the Renalissance
humanist ideals?

The play reflects Renaissance humanist ideals through Faustus's pursuit of
knowledge, his intellectual ambition, and the emphasis on human potential and
individualism, despite the tragic consequences.

What is the significance of the character
Mephistopheles in the play?

Mephistopheles is the demon who serves as Faustus's intermediary with
Lucifer, representing temptation and the consequences of Faustus's hubris and
desire for power.

How does 'Doctor Faustus' end?

The play ends tragically with Doctor Faustus being damned to hell as his pact
expires, symbolizing the consequences of overreaching ambition and moral
failure.

Why is 'Doctor Faustus' considered a tragedy?

It is considered a tragedy because it portrays the downfall of a great man,
Doctor Faustus, whose flaws—pride and greed-lead to his ultimate destruction
and damnation.



Additional Resources

Christopher Marlowe The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus: A Critical
Exploration

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus stands as one of
the most compelling works in Elizabethan drama. This seminal play, often
simply referred to as "Doctor Faustus," delves into themes of ambition,
knowledge, and the eternal struggle between salvation and damnation. Written
by Christopher Marlowe in the late 16th century, the narrative follows the
tragic arc of Dr. Faustus, a scholar who makes a pact with the devil in
exchange for magical powers, ultimately leading to his downfall. This article
investigates the intricate layers of Marlowe’s masterpiece, examining its
historical context, thematic depth, and enduring influence on literature and
culture.

The Historical and Literary Context of Doctor
Faustus

Christopher Marlowe, a contemporary of William Shakespeare, was a pioneering
figure in English Renaissance drama. His work, including "The Tragical
History of Doctor Faustus," is characterized by its bold exploration of human
psychology and metaphysical questions. Written around 1592, the play emerged
during a period when Renaissance humanism was reshaping European intellectual
life, emphasizing individual potential and skepticism toward traditional
dogmas.

The story of Faust itself predates Marlowe’s adaptation, rooted in German
folklore and earlier versions that portrayed a scholar’s deal with the devil
as a cautionary tale. Marlowe’s interpretation, however, elevates the
narrative by infusing it with complex characters and poetic language,
reflecting the anxieties and aspirations of Elizabethan society. The play’s
publication in two versions—the A-text (1604) and the B-text (1616)-also
illustrates its evolving reception and the shifting moral attitudes of the
time.

Plot Overview and Dramatic Structure

At its core, "The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus" charts the journey of
Faustus, a brilliant but discontented scholar dissatisfied with traditional
fields of knowledge like medicine, law, and theology. Seeking ultimate power
and pleasure, he summons Mephistopheles, a demon who serves Lucifer, and
agrees to sell his soul in exchange for 24 years of magical prowess.

The play unfolds over several acts that blend tragedy with elements of dark
comedy. Faustus’s initial arrogance and hubris are gradually eroded by fear,



doubt, and despair as the end of his contract approaches. The dramatic
tension is heightened by the presence of allegorical figures such as the Good
and Evil Angels, who symbolize the internal conflict between repentance and
sin.

Thematic Depth and Symbolism

One of the most striking aspects of Christopher Marlowe the tragical history
of doctor faustus is its exploration of Renaissance humanism versus medieval
religious doctrine. Faustus embodies the Renaissance man’s thirst for
knowledge and power, yet his refusal to repent underscores the tragic
consequences of overreaching ambition.

Knowledge and Hubris

Faustus’s quest for forbidden knowledge is central to the play’s thematic
structure. Unlike other protagonists who seek enlightenment for noble
purposes, Faustus pursues magic as a means to defy natural and divine laws.
His hubris—excessive pride and self-confidence—functions as both a personal
flaw and a cultural critique, reflecting Elizabethan anxieties about the
limits of human reason and the dangers of unchecked ambition.

Good vs. Evil: The Moral Conflict

The tension between salvation and damnation permeates the narrative. Marlowe
uses the figures of the Good and Evil Angels to dramatize Faustus’'s moral
struggle, making the abstract battle between virtue and vice tangible on
stage. This duality invites audiences to reflect on free will, sin, and
redemption, themes that remain relevant in contemporary discussions of ethics
and spirituality.

Time and Mortality

The finite nature of Faustus’s 24-year bargain serves as a constant reminder
of human mortality and the inevitability of death. Marlowe’s vivid depiction
of Faustus’s gradual realization that his time is running out adds a
psychological intensity to the tragedy. The play’s conclusion, with Faustus’s
ultimate damnation, offers a cautionary tale about the consequences of
ignoring spiritual salvation.



Literary Techniques and Style

Christopher Marlowe'’s mastery of blank verse is evident throughout "The
Tragical History of Doctor Faustus." His use of iambic pentameter lends a
rhythmic and poetic quality to the dialogue, enhancing the emotional impact
and theatricality of the play. Marlowe’s language is rich with imagery and
metaphor, particularly in Faustus’s soliloquies, where the protagonist’s
inner turmoil is laid bare.

The play also employs dramatic devices such as irony and foreshadowing. For
example, Faustus’s repeated declarations of repentance are undercut by his
continuing refusal to genuinely seek forgiveness, creating a tragic irony
that heightens audience engagement.

Characterization and Dramatic Impact

Faustus is a complex character whose intellectual brilliance is shadowed by
moral weakness. Unlike traditional tragic heroes, his downfall is self-
inflicted, rooted in his conscious choices rather than fate or external
forces. Mephistopheles serves both as a tempter and a tragic figure,
expressing regret for his own damnation, which adds layers to the play’s
exploration of evil.

Supporting characters such as Wagner, Faustus’'s servant, and the comic scenes
involving clowns provide moments of levity that contrast with the play’s
darker themes. This blend of tragedy and comedy reflects the Elizabethan
theatrical tradition while also broadening the play’'s appeal.

Impact and Legacy of Christopher Marlowe’s
Doctor Faustus

The enduring popularity of Christopher Marlowe the tragical history of doctor
faustus can be attributed to its timeless themes and its influence on later
literature. The Faust legend has been adapted countless times across various
media, from Goethe'’s celebrated version to modern films and novels. Marlowe’s
interpretation remains a foundational text for understanding the cultural and
philosophical significance of the Faustian bargain.

Comparisons with Other Renaissance Works

While Shakespeare’s plays often focus on political power and human
relationships, Marlowe'’s "Doctor Faustus" is distinct in its philosophical
intensity and metaphysical scope. The play’s focus on individual ambition and



cosmic consequences aligns it with other Renaissance works that interrogate
humanity’'s place in the universe.

Contemporary Relevance

The themes of desire for power, ethical boundaries, and the consequences of
one’s choices resonate in today’'s world, particularly in discussions around
scientific advancement and moral responsibility. The Faustian archetype is
frequently invoked in debates about technology, artificial intelligence, and
environmental exploitation, demonstrating the play’s lasting cultural
resonance.

Critical Reception and Interpretations

Since its first performance, "The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus" has
inspired diverse critical interpretations. Some scholars emphasize its
religious dimensions, viewing it as a moralistic warning against damnation.
Others highlight its existential and humanist elements, interpreting Faustus
as a tragic figure caught between enlightenment and despair.

Modern productions often explore the psychological complexity of Faustus,
presenting him as a deeply flawed but sympathetic character. The ambiguity
surrounding his repentance and final fate invites audiences to engage with
the play’s moral questions on a personal level.

Pros and Cons of Marlowe’s Approach

e Pros: Marlowe’s poetic language and dramatic tension create a powerful
theatrical experience. The play’'s philosophical depth encourages ongoing
analysis and debate.

e Cons: Some critics argue that the play’s moral ambiguity and episodic
structure can detract from narrative cohesion. Additionally, the dated
language may pose challenges for modern audiences.

Through its rich narrative, thematic complexity, and dramatic innovation,
Christopher Marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus continues to
captivate scholars, theater practitioners, and audiences. Its exploration of
ambition, knowledge, and morality not only reflects the intellectual currents
of the Renaissance but also speaks to universal human concerns that transcend
time and culture.
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christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: The Tragical History of
Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, Alexander Dyce, 2022-09-20 Reproduction of the original.

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: The Tragical History of
Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 2023-10-01 Experience the timeless tragedy and profound
themes of Christopher Marlowe's The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus, a classic play that explores
the consequences of ambition and the pursuit of knowledge. Discover the enduring power of
Marlowe’s dramatic masterpiece. In The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus, Marlowe tells the story
of Dr. Faustus, a scholar who makes a pact with the devil in exchange for unlimited knowledge and
power. As Faustus delves deeper into the dark arts, he faces the dire consequences of his ambition
and the ultimate cost of his soul. Marlowe’s exploration of themes such as hubris, temptation, and
redemption creates a powerful and cautionary tale. Marlowe’s complex characterization of Faustus
and his moral struggles add depth and nuance to the play. The themes of ambition, the search for
meaning, and the human condition are vividly portrayed through Faustus’ journey, making this play
a profound and thought-provoking work. The overall tone of The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus
is both dramatic and reflective, capturing the intensity of Faustus’ internal and external conflicts.
Marlowe’s eloquent and powerful verse heightens the emotional impact and timeless relevance of
the play. Since its publication, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus has been hailed as a
masterpiece of English literature and a pivotal work in the Elizabethan dramatic tradition. Its
influence on subsequent literature and drama is profound, cementing its place in the literary canon.
As you delve into The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus, you’ll be captivated by Marlowe’s
masterful storytelling and the play’s enduring themes. The dramatic tension and moral complexity
make this work a must-read for fans of classic literature and drama. In conclusion, The Tragical
History of Doctor Faustus is more than just a play—it’s a timeless exploration of human ambition,
morality, and the pursuit of knowledge. Whether you're a student of literature, a theater enthusiast,
or simply seeking a compelling story, prepare to be moved by Marlowe’s remarkable work. Don’t
miss your chance to experience the dramatic power of Marlowe’s masterpiece. Let The Tragical
History of Doctor Faustus captivate and inspire you. Grab your copy now and join the many readers
who have been enthralled by Marlowe’s timeless play.
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Christopher Marlowe, 1892
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Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 1907

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: Dr. Faustus Christopher
Marlowe, 1994 One of Western culture's most enduring myths recounts a learned German doctor's
sale of his soul to the devil in exchange for knowledge and power. Elizabethan playwright
Christopher Marlowe transformed the Faust legend into the English language's first epic tragedy, a
vivid drama that abounds in psychological insights and poetic grandeur.
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Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 2015-07-12 THE CLASSICS - The Tragical History of Doctor
Faustus by Christopher Marlowe from The Quarto of 1604 - Edited by The Rev. Alexander Dyce - The
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his soul to the devil for power, experience, pleasure and knowledge. Doctor Faustus was first
published in 1604, eleven years after Marlowe's death and at least 10 years after the first
performance of the play. It is the most controversial Elizabethan play outside of Shakespeare, with
few critics coming to any agreement as to the date or the nature of the text. The Admiral's Men
performed Doctor Faustus twenty-five times in the three years between October 1594 and October
1597. On 22 November 1602, the Diary of Philip Henslowe recorded a £4 payment to Samuel Rowley
and William Bird for additions to the play, which suggests a revival soon after that date. The
powerful effect of the early productions is indicated by the legends that quickly accrued around
them. In Histriomastix, his 1632 polemic against the drama, William Prynne records the tale that
actual devils once appeared on the stage during a performance of Faustus, to the great amazement
of both the actors and spectators. Some people were allegedly driven mad, distracted with that
fearful sight. John Aubrey recorded a related legend, that Edward Alleyn, lead actor of The Admiral's
Men, devoted his later years to charitable endeavours, like the founding of Dulwich College, in direct
response to this incident.

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: Marlowe - The Tragical
History of Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 2007-03 PREFACE. THE Author of this very
practical treatise on Scotch Loch - Fishing desires clearly that it may be of use to all who had it. He
does not pretend to have written anything new, but to have attempted to put what he has to say in as
readable a form as possible. Everything in the way of the history and habits of fish has been
studiously avoided, and technicalities have been used as sparingly as possible. The writing of this
book has afforded him pleasure in his leisure moments, and that pleasure would be much increased
if he knew that the perusal of it would create any bond of sympathy between himself and the angling
community in general. This section is interleaved with blank shects for the readers notes. The
Author need hardly say that any suggestions addressed to the case of the publishers, will meet with
consideration in a future edition. We do not pretend to write or enlarge upon a new subject. Much
has been said and written-and well said and written too on the art of fishing but loch-fishing has
been rather looked upon as a second-rate performance, and to dispel this idea is one of the objects
for which this present treatise has been written. Far be it from us to say anything against fishing,
lawfully practised in any form but many pent up in our large towns will bear us out when me say
that, on the whole, a days loch-fishing is the most convenient. One great matter is, that the
loch-fisher is depend- ent on nothing but enough wind to curl the water, -and on a large loch it is
very seldom that a dead calm prevails all day, -and can make his arrangements for a day, weeks
beforehand whereas the stream- fisher is dependent for a good take on the state of the water and
however pleasant and easy it may be for one living near the banks of a good trout stream or river, it
is quite another matter to arrange for a days river-fishing, if one is looking forward to a holiday at a
date some weeks ahead. Providence may favour the expectant angler with a good day, and the water
in order but experience has taught most of us that the good days are in the minority, and that, as is
the case with our rapid running streams, -such as many of our northern streams are, -the water is
either too large or too small, unless, as previously remarked, you live near at hand, and can catch it
at its best. A common belief in regard to loch-fishing is, that the tyro and the experienced angler
have nearly the same chance in fishing, -the one from the stern and the other from the bow of the
same boat. Of all the absurd beliefs as to loch-fishing, this is one of the most absurd. Try it. Give the
tyro either end of the boat he likes give him a cast of ally flies he may fancy, or even a cast similar to
those which a crack may be using and if he catches one for every three the other has, he may
consider himself very lucky. Of course there are lochs where the fish are not abundant, and a
beginner may come across as many as an older fisher but we speak of lochs where there are fish to
be caught, and where each has a fair chance. Again, it is said that the boatman has as much to do
with catching trout in a loch as the angler. Well, we dont deny that. In an untried loch it is necessary
to have the guidance of a good boatman but the same argument holds good as to stream-fishing...
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Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 1928 Concerns a scientist who makes a Faustian pact with the devil




and loses his soul.--www.doollee.com.
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Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 2017-10-02 The Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor
Faustus, commonly referred to simply as Doctor Faustus, is a play by Christopher Marlowe, based on
the Faust story, in which a man sells his soul to the devil for power and knowledge. Doctor Faustus
was first published in 1604, eleven years after Marlowe's death and at least twelve years after the
first performance of the play.
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Faustus Christopher Marlowe Christopher Marlowe, 2017-02-24 The Tragical History of the Life and
Death of Doctor Faustus, commonly referred to simply as Doctor Faustus, is an Elizabethan tragedy
by Christopher Marlowe, based on German stories about the title character Faust, that was first
performed sometime between 1588 and Marlowe's death in 1593. Two different versions of the play
were published in the Jacobean era, several years later. The powerful effect of early productions of
the play is indicated by the legends that quickly accrued around them--that actual devils once
appeared on the stage during a performance, to the great amazement of both the actors and
spectators, a sight that was said to have driven some spectators mad.

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: The Tragical History of
Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, Israel Gollancz, 2017-08-18 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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1592 Edition of "The History of the Damnable Life and Deserved Death of Doctor John
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Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 2021-04-28 Doctor Faustus, a talented German scholar at
Wittenburg, rails against the limits of human knowledge. He has learned everything he can learn, or
so he thinks, from the conventional academic disciplines. All of these things have left him
unsatisfied, so now he turns to magic. A Good Angle and an Evil Angel arrive, representing Faustus'
choice between Christian conscience and the path to damnation. The former advises him to leave off
this pursuit of magic, and the latter tempts him. From two fellow scholars, Valdes and Cornelius,
Faustus learns the fundamentals of the black arts. He thrills at the power he will have, and the great
feats he'll perform. He summons the devil Mephostophilis. They flesh out the terms of their
agreement, with Mephostophilis representing Lucifer. Faustus will sell his soul, in exchange for
twenty-four years of power, with Mephostophilis as servant to his every whim.In a comic relief
scene, we learn that Faustus' servant Wagner has gleaned some magic learning. He uses it to
convince Robin the Clown to be his servant.
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Christopher Marlowe: The tragical history of Doctor Faustus Christopher Marlowe, 1966
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Faustus by Christopher Marlowe Christopher Marlowe, 2017-12-20 Title: The Tragical History of Dr.
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christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: The Tragical History of Dr. Fau
Christopher Marlowe, 2018-03-23 The Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor Faustus,
commonly referred to simply as Doctor Faustus, is a play by Christopher Marlowe, based on the
Faust story, in which a man sells his soul to the devil for power and knowledge. Doctor Faustus was
first published in 1604, eleven years after Marlowe's death and at least twelve years after the first
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Marlowe, 2021-05-07 Doctor Faustus or, The Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor
Faustusis an Elizabethan tragedy by Christopher Marlowe, based on German stories about the title
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Jacobean era, several years later. The 1604 quarto, printed by Valentine Simmes for Thomas Law;
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published by John Wright, the enlarged and altered text; usually called the B text. This second text
was reprinted in 1619, 1620, 1624, 1631, and as late as 1663. Additions and alterations were made
by the minor playwright and actor Samuel Rowley and by William Borne (or Birde), and possibly by
Marlowe himself. The 1604 version was once believed to be closer to the play as originally
performed in Marlowe's lifetime, simply because it was older. The 1616 version omits 36 lines but
adds 676 new lines, making it roughly one third longer than the 1604 version. Among the lines
shared by both versions, there are some small but significant changes in wording; for example,
Never too late, if Faustus can repent in the 1604 text becomes Never too late, if Faustus will repent
in the 1616 text, a change that offers a very different possibility for Faustus's hope and repentance.

christopher marlowe the tragical history of doctor faustus: The Tragical History of
Doctor Faustus - Scholar's Choice Edition Christopher Marlowe, 2015-02-08 This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps
(as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and
other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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