official language of ethiopia

Official Language of Ethiopia: Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of a Diverse Nation

official language of ethiopia is a phrase that often sparks curiosity, especially given the country's
rich cultural mosaic and its place as one of Africa’s most historically significant nations. Ethiopia is
not only known for its ancient civilization and breathtaking landscapes but also for its extraordinary
linguistic diversity. Understanding the official language of Ethiopia offers a window into the
country’s identity, governance, and social fabric.

The Official Language of Ethiopia: What Is It?

For many years, the official language of Ethiopia was widely considered to be Amharic. Amharic has
served as the federal working language and is spoken by a significant portion of the population,
particularly in the central highlands and the capital city, Addis Ababa. It belongs to the Semitic
branch of the Afroasiatic language family and has its own unique script known as Ge’ez or Fidel.

However, Ethiopia’s linguistic policy is more complex and inclusive than a single official language.
The country’s constitution, adopted in 1995, recognizes the multicultural and multilingual nature of
the nation. While Amharic remains the federal working language, Ethiopia’s regional states have the
autonomy to choose their own official languages within their territories. This approach reflects
Ethiopia’s commitment to preserving its diverse ethnic groups and languages.

Amharic: The Lingua Franca of Ethiopia

Ambharic boasts over 25 million native speakers and millions more who use it as a second language.
It is the language of government, media, education (especially at the federal level), and commerce.
The language’s unique script and rich literary tradition make it a cornerstone of Ethiopian cultural
heritage.

Ambharic’s role goes beyond communication—it symbolizes national unity in a country with over 80
ethnic groups. Its widespread use helps bridge ethnic divides, though it is also important to
recognize that many Ethiopians speak other languages natively.

Linguistic Diversity: Ethiopia’s Multilingual Reality

Ethiopia is home to an estimated 80 to 90 languages and dialects. These languages belong to
different language families, primarily Afroasiatic (including Semitic and Cushitic branches) and Nilo-
Saharan. This linguistic variety is a testament to Ethiopia’s complex history and ethnic makeup.



Regional Languages with Official Status

Each of Ethiopia’s nine ethnically based regional states has the power to designate its own official
working language(s). Here are some prominent examples:

e Oromo: Spoken by the Oromo people, the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia. It is the official
language of the Oromia region and has millions of native speakers.

 Tigrinya: The official language of the Tigray region, Tigrinya is another Semitic language with
a rich literary tradition.

e Somali: Used officially in the Somali region, this Cushitic language is vital for the Somali
ethnic population.

e Sidamo, Afar, and Hadiyya: These are other regional languages recognized officially within
their respective states.

This decentralized language policy promotes cultural preservation and allows ethnic communities to
use their mother tongues in local administration, education, and media.

How Language Shapes Identity and Governance

The recognition of multiple official languages at the regional level reflects Ethiopia’s federal system,
which is built on ethnic federalism. Language is deeply intertwined with ethnic identity, and the
constitutional emphasis on language rights aims to empower various groups.

In practical terms, this means schools in different regions often teach in the local official language,
which helps improve literacy and educational outcomes. It also fosters a sense of pride and cultural
affirmation among ethnic communities.

The Role of English in Ethiopia

While Amharic is the federal working language and regional languages dominate local
administration, English plays a crucial role in Ethiopia’s education system and international
relations. English is widely taught in schools from an early stage and often serves as the medium of
instruction in secondary and higher education.

English proficiency is associated with economic opportunity and global connectivity, making it a
valuable skill for young Ethiopians. Many universities and professional sectors use English, which
helps bridge Ethiopia with the wider global community.



Why English Matters in Ethiopia’s Linguistic Landscape

- It serves as a neutral language among Ethiopia’s diverse ethnic groups.
- Facilitates international diplomacy, trade, and tourism.

- Opens doors to academic and technological resources.

- Acts as a second language for many urban Ethiopians.

Challenges and Opportunities in Ethiopia’s Language
Policy

Ethiopia’s multilingual policy is ambitious and reflects respect for cultural plurality. However, it also
poses challenges in terms of administration, resource allocation, and national cohesion.

Challenges

e Standardization: Some languages lack standardized orthographies or comprehensive
educational materials.

e Resource Distribution: Producing textbooks and training teachers in multiple languages can
strain budgets.

e Communication Barriers: While local languages thrive regionally, cross-regional
communication sometimes depends heavily on Amharic or English.

Opportunities

¢ Inclusivity: Empowering ethnic groups through language rights fosters social harmony.

e Cultural Preservation: Regional languages continue to flourish, preserving unique traditions
and histories.

¢ Educational Benefits: Mother tongue instruction improves learning outcomes and literacy
rates.



Exploring Ethiopian Languages Beyond the Official
Sphere

Understanding the official language of Ethiopia is only part of the story. Many Ethiopians are
multilingual, often fluent in their ethnic language, Amharic, and English. Additionally, languages like
Gurage, Wolaytta, and Hamer are spoken by smaller communities and reflect the country’s
incredibly rich linguistic mosaic.

For travelers and language enthusiasts, this diversity offers a fascinating opportunity to experience
a variety of cultures and communication styles within one country.

Tips for Learning Ethiopian Languages

- Start with Amharic if you plan to spend time in urban centers or engage with government
institutions.

- Learn basic greetings and phrases in regional languages to connect with local communities.
- Utilize language apps, cultural centers, or university courses to deepen your understanding.
- Immerse yourself in music, literature, and media for a natural learning experience.

Discovering the official language of Ethiopia and its many regional counterparts opens a door to
appreciating the country’s rich cultural heritage and complex social dynamics. Whether you're a
student, traveler, or simply curious, Ethiopia’s linguistic landscape offers a compelling story of unity
in diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Ethiopia?

The official language of Ethiopia is Amharic.

Is Amharic the only language spoken in Ethiopia?

No, Ethiopia is a multilingual country with over 80 languages spoken, but Amharic is the official
federal language.

Why is Amharic the official language of Ethiopia?

Ambharic is the official language because it has historically been the language of government,
education, and media in Ethiopia.

Are there other recognized languages in Ethiopia besides
Ambharic?

Yes, regional states in Ethiopia have their own official languages such as Oromo, Tigrinya, and



Somali.

Is English an official language in Ethiopia?

English is not an official language but is widely used as a working language in education and
government.

How does Ethiopia manage communication among different
language speakers?

Ethiopia uses Amharic as a federal working language, while regional states use local languages for
administration and education.

What script is used to write the official language Amharic?

Ambharic is written using the Ge'ez script, also known as Ethiopic script.

When was Amharic declared the official language of Ethiopia?

Ambharic has been the official language since the late 19th century during Emperor Menelik II's
reign.

Do all Ethiopian schools teach Amharic?

Many schools teach Amharic, especially in Amharic-speaking regions, but schools in other regions
often teach in the local official languages.

How does Ethiopia's language policy affect its diverse
population?

Ethiopia’s language policy promotes multilingualism by recognizing regional languages while
maintaining Amharic as a federal language to unify the country.

Additional Resources

Official Language of Ethiopia: A Linguistic and Cultural Overview

official language of ethiopia is a subject that reflects the country’s rich linguistic diversity and
complex socio-political history. Ethiopia, often referred to as the cradle of humanity, is home to over
80 distinct ethnic groups, each with its own language or dialect. This diversity has shaped the
nation’s approach to official languages and communication, influencing everything from governance
to education. Understanding the official language of Ethiopia requires an exploration of its historical
context, constitutional framework, and practical implications on society.



Historical Context of Ethiopia’s Languages

Ethiopia’s language landscape has been shaped by centuries of cultural evolution and political
change. Historically, Ge’ez, an ancient Semitic language, served as the liturgical and scholarly
language of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the imperial court. Though no longer spoken
conversationally, Ge’ez remains significant in religious contexts and influences modern Ethiopian
languages.

Ambharic, a Semitic language derived from Ge’ez, emerged as the dominant language during the
Solomonic dynasty and later became the national language due to its widespread use in
administration and education. For much of the 20th century, Amharic was the sole official language,
symbolizing national unity but also marginalizing many ethnic groups’ mother tongues.

The Official Language of Ethiopia Today

Federal Constitution and Language Policy

The 1995 Ethiopian Constitution marked a turning point in language policy. Recognizing Ethiopia’s
multilingual reality, the constitution explicitly grants states the right to determine their own working
languages. Article 5(1) states that all Ethiopian languages are equal, and the government guarantees
the right to use one’s language in education and administration.

At the federal level, Amharic remains the working language of the federal government. However,
regional states commonly use their respective dominant languages as official languages in local
administration. This approach reflects Ethiopia’s federal system, which aims to balance national
unity with ethnic self-determination.

Ambharic: The Lingua Franca

Ambharic, spoken by approximately 32 million people, continues to serve as Ethiopia’s primary lingua
franca. It is the most widely spoken Semitic language in the country and is used extensively in
government, media, business, and education, especially in urban areas. Its role as the official
language facilitates communication across diverse ethnic groups, many of whom do not share a
common mother tongue.

Regional Official Languages

Ethiopia’s regions, or “kilils,” exercise autonomy over language use within their boundaries.
Prominent regional languages include:

e Oromo: With over 35 million speakers, Oromo is the most widely spoken language in Ethiopia.



It is the official language in the Oromia Region and is gaining prominence in federal discourse.

e Tigrinya: Spoken mainly in the Tigray Region, Tigrinya serves as the regional working
language and is used in education and administration.

e Somali: Official in the Somali Region, Somali is widely spoken by the ethnic Somali population
in eastern Ethiopia.

e Others: Languages such as Sidamo, Afar, and Hadiyya also hold official status in their
respective regions.

This multilingual policy aims to empower ethnic groups by preserving and promoting their
languages, but it also presents challenges in coordination and national cohesion.

Challenges and Implications of Ethiopia’s Language
Policy

Pros of Multilingual Official Language Policy

e Cultural Preservation: Recognizing multiple official languages helps safequard Ethiopia’s
vast cultural heritage and linguistic diversity.

¢ Political Inclusion: Allowing regions to use their own languages fosters a sense of autonomy
and inclusion among ethnic groups.

¢ Educational Accessibility: Education in mother tongues improves literacy rates and
cognitive development for many Ethiopian children.

Cons and Operational Difficulties

¢ Administrative Complexity: Managing multiple official languages complicates
communication, governance, and legal processes at the federal level.

¢ Resource Allocation: Developing educational materials, media, and official documentation in
numerous languages requires significant financial and human resources.

e National Unity Concerns: Some critics argue that emphasizing regional languages may
hinder national integration and exacerbate ethnic tensions.



Language and Education

Language plays a critical role in Ethiopia’s education system. The government promotes mother
tongue instruction in primary schools, aligning with international best practices. This policy has
been shown to increase student engagement and academic success. However, the transition to
Ambharic or English at higher education levels remains a contentious issue, raising questions about
language proficiency and access to quality education.

Comparative Perspectives: Ethiopia and Other African
Nations

Ethiopia’s approach to official languages contrasts with many African countries that designate a
single colonial language—such as English, French, or Portuguese—as the official language. While
those nations often use indigenous languages informally, Ethiopia’s constitutional recognition of
multiple native languages offers a model of linguistic inclusivity.

Nonetheless, Ethiopia’s policy shares similarities with countries like South Africa, which recognizes
11 official languages and faces similar challenges in balancing diversity with unity. The Ethiopian
experience underscores the complex interplay between language, identity, and governance in
multilingual societies.

Future Outlook for the Official Language of Ethiopia

The evolving political landscape and demographic shifts suggest that Ethiopia’s language policy will
continue to adapt. Oromo’s growing prominence, driven by demographic trends and political
activism, may lead to its increased use in federal contexts. Meanwhile, technological advances and
globalization exert pressure to adopt international languages like English for commerce and higher
education.

Maintaining the delicate balance between promoting regional languages and preserving national
cohesion will require ongoing dialogue and policy innovation. Language remains a powerful tool not
only for communication but also for expressing identity and shaping Ethiopia’s future.

Ethiopia’s official language framework stands as a testament to the country’s commitment to
embracing its diverse heritage while navigating the complexities of modern governance. The official
language of Ethiopia, far from being a singular entity, represents a tapestry of voices that
collectively define the nation’s cultural and political identity.

Official Language Of Ethiopia
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official language of ethiopia: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula Reutner,
2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory, multilingualism is a
common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries are Indo-European,
in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era of colonization, the
areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by Belgium, France, Italy,
Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them. Twenty-six states are
presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to Spanish. They are
considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation, linguistic history,
external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy. The result is a
comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a coherent
structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.

official language of ethiopia: On Results of the Reform in Ethiopia's Language and Education
Policies Catherine Griefenow-Mewis, 2009 This publication reflects the results of the Ethiopian
education reform as well as the exceptional efforts that multiethnic Ethiopia undertakes in order to
cope with the challenges arising from the population explosion. More than 55 per cent of the 77
million Ethiopians are under the age of 18 years. The great social and political changes started in
Ethiopia at the beginning of the 1990s have resulted in the substitution of the educational system
based on Amharic and English by one which uses a multilingual approach. According to the Ministry
of Education 22 out of the 84 languages spoken in Ethiopia are now used as media of instruction in
primary schools. The book presents the lectures delivered at the workshop On the Results of the
Reform in Ethiopia's Language and Education Policy held at Addis Ababa University in April 2006 by
Ethiopian education experts and a German research team. Their contribution has facilitated a
subsumption into the historical context and has given insight into the analyses of the use of 8
Ethiopian languages in primary schools in different regions of the country.

official language of ethiopia: The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages Ronny Meyer,
Bedilu Wakjira, Zelealem Leyew, 2023 This handbook provides a comprehensive account of the
languages spoken in Ethiopia, exploring their structures and their function and use in society. It
offers overviews of individual languages, many of them less documented, as well as detailed studies
of specific aspects of language use in Ethiopia.

official language of ethiopia: Language and National Identity in Africa Andrew Simpson,
2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and national identity in Africa. Leading
specialists examine countries in every part of the continent - Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Senegal, Mali,
Sierra Leone, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanbia, South Africa,
and the nations of the Horn, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. Each chapter describes and
examines the country's linguistic and political history and the relation of its languages to national,
ethnic, and cultural identities, and assesses the relative status of majority and minority languages
and the role of language in ethnic conflict. Of the book's authors, fifteen are from Africa and seven
from Europe and the USA. Jargon-free, fully referenced, and illustrated with seventeen maps, this
book will be of value to a wide range of readers in linguistics, politics, history, sociology, and
anthropology. It will interest everyone wishing to understand the dynamic interactions between
language and politics in Africa, in the past and now.

official language of ethiopia: Ethiopian FElites’ Political Cultures: a critical juncture Solomon
Hailemariam PhD, 2025-05-09 Recurrent ethnic conflicts have been seen in Ethiopia, especially
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during the last three decades, since the introduction of a governance structure of ethnic federalism
in 1991. Attempts to bring political stability to the country have not been successful, as competing
political cultures constantly struggle for hegemony. Political constituencies have fragmented, based
on sub-national political cultures. This book shows the influence of Amhara, Oromo, and Tigrayan
political cultures in Ethiopia and their contribution to the recurrent ethnic conflict in the country.
The book used the concepts of political culture and neo-patrimonialism as analytical tools to
understand the differences among and between the educated people from these ethnic groups. The
findings show that members of each ethnic group are deeply entrenched in their own culture, with
clear distrust of the political motives of other ethnicities. Beyond the disagreements on political
history, the educated elites accuse each other when it comes to the many challenges faced by the
country. They accuse each other of state capture, corruption, inciting ethnic conflicts, malpractice,
poor governance, misguided policies, divide-and-rule practices, and misappropriation of the nation’s
economic wealth. The elites themselves do not shoulder responsibility for any failure in the country
and do not show any interest in understanding other points of view, do not show sincere respect for
the other’s value but claim privileged political positions in present-day Ethiopia for past
accomplishments.

official language of ethiopia: The Semitic Languages Stefan Weninger, 2011-12-23 The
handbook The Semitic Languages offers a comprehensive reference tool for Semitic Linguistics in its
broad sense. It is not restricted to comparative Grammar, although it covers also comparative
aspects, including classification. By comprising a chapter on typology and sections with
sociolinguistic focus and language contact, the conception of the book aims at a rather complete,
unbiased description of the state of the art in Semitics. Articles on individual languages and dialects
give basic facts as location, numbers of speakers, scripts, numbers of extant texts and their nature,
attestation where appropriate, and salient features of the grammar and lexicon of the respective
variety. The handbook is the most comprehensive treatment of the Semitic language family since
many decades.

official language of ethiopia: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Three separate chapters on the languages of the Americas: North America,
Meso-America and South America, with key historical maps for America fully updated The only
language atlas of this scope available Internationally renowned chapter editors and contributors A
key reference for language, linguistics and anthropology departments Special pre-publication price
of £325

official language of ethiopia: Natural Language Processing of Semitic Languages Imed
Zitouni, 2014-04-22 Research in Natural Language Processing (NLP) has rapidly advanced in recent
years, resulting in exciting algorithms for sophisticated processing of text and speech in various
languages. Much of this work focuses on English; in this book we address another group of
interesting and challenging languages for NLP research: the Semitic languages. The Semitic group
of languages includes Arabic (206 million native speakers), Amharic (27 million), Hebrew (7 million),
Tigrinya (6.7 million), Syriac (1 million) and Maltese (419 thousand). Semitic languages exhibit
unique morphological processes, challenging syntactic constructions and various other phenomena
that are less prevalent in other natural languages. These challenges call for unique solutions, many
of which are described in this book. The 13 chapters presented in this book bring together leading
scientists from several universities and research institutes worldwide. While this book devotes some
attention to cutting-edge algorithms and techniques, its primary purpose is a thorough explication of
best practices in the field. Furthermore, every chapter describes how the techniques discussed apply
to Semitic languages. The book covers both statistical approaches to NLP, which are dominant
across various applications nowadays and the more traditional, rule-based approaches, that were
proven useful for several other application domains. We hope that this book will provide a
one-stop-shop" for all the requisite background and practical advice when building NLP applications
for Semitic languages.

official language of ethiopia: An Encyclopedia of Language N.E. Collinge, 2002-09-11 *



Examines how language works, accounting for its nature, its use, its study and its history * Two
comprehensive indexes of Topics and Technical Terms, and Names * Carefully illustrated to explain
key points in the text "This rich repository of information on all aspects of language is a must for all
libraries in higher education, schools and larger public libraries.' - Library Review "Each article has
an excellent bibliography. In addition, there are comprehensive indexes of topics and technical
terms and names. Highly recommended for all college and general public libraries.' - Choice "This
important book is in many ways a state-of-the -art survey of current conceptions of, and approaches
to, language, with generous references to more detailed sources. Each chapter has a good
bibliography.' - Language International A comprehensive guide ... with very thorough bibliographies
... Collinge's Encyclopedia is recommended to academic libraries.' - Reference Reviews "The
bibliographies are an invaluable aid ... the editor is to be congratulated for having done an excellent
job ... there are virtually no areas of language and linguistics that do not get a look in somewhere,
and there is good signposting in the text itself.' - Nigel Vincent, Times Higher Education Supplement

official language of ethiopia: The Routledge Handbook of Sociolinguistics Around the
World Martin J Ball, 2009-12-16 Drawing on examples from a wide range of languages and social
setting, The Routledge Handbook of Sociolinguistics Around the World is the first single-volume
collection surveying current and recent research trends in international sociolinguistics. With over
30 chapters written by leading authorities in the region concerned, all continents and their
respective regions are covered. The book will serve as an important tool to help widen the
perspective on sociolinguistics to readers of English. Divided into sections covering: The Americas,
Asia, Australasia, Africa and the Middle East, and Europe, the book provides readers with a solid,
up-to-date appreciation of the interdisciplinary nature of the field of sociolinguistics in each area. It
clearly explains the patterns and systematicity that underlie language variation in use, as well as the
ways in which alternations between different language varieties mark personal style, social power
and national identity. The Routledge Handbook of Sociolinguistics around the World is the ideal
resource for all students on undergraduate sociolinguistics courses and researchers involved in the
study of language, society and power. English Language and Linguistics / Sociolinguistics

official language of ethiopia: Amharic Personal Names United States. Central Intelligence
Agency, 1965

official language of ethiopia: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3 Ulrich Ammon,
Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed description available for
SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.

official language of ethiopia: Language Attitudes in Sub-Saharan Africa Efurosibina E.
Adegbija, 1994 This book argues for the need to empower African indigenous languages for greater
functions in national life. It makes an important and useful contribution to the understanding of the
sociolinguistic and sociopolitical dimensions of language attitudes in the sub-Saharan African
language context. Overall, the book will interest all sociolinguists, language in education
researchers and scholars, language policy makers in multilingual situations, and even politicians.
Also, anyone interested in the complex African language context will find the book very informative,
even stirring, while those involved with language issues in multilingual situations all over the world
will find Language Attitudes in Sub-Saharan Africa interesting, stimulating, and valuable.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

official language of ethiopia: Linguistic Landscape Elana Shohamy, Durk Gorter,
2008-05-15 This title explores linguistic landscape, which refers to the signs, directions, and other
documentation that appear in the public space, and includes the interpretation of this 'visible
language' in social, political, and economic contexts.

official language of ethiopia: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William Frawley,
2003-05 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full range of
the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical, comparative, formal, mathematical,
functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention given to interrelations within
branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other disciplines. Areas of intersection



with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and
behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with interdisciplinary work in language and
literature, mathematical linguistics, computational linguistics, and applied linguistics.Longer entries
in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, ranging up to four thousand words, survey the
major fields of study--for example, anthropological linguistics, history of linguistics, semantics, and
phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics within these fields, such as code switching, sound
symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short entries define and discuss technical terms used
within the various subfields or provide sketches of the careers of important scholars in the history of
linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman Jakobson, and Edward Sapir.A major portion of the
work is its extensive coverage of languages and language families. From those as familiar as English,
Japanese, and the Romance languages to Hittite, Yoruba, and Nahuatl, all corners of the world
receive treatment. Languages that are the subject of independent entries are analyzed in terms of
their phonology, grammatical features, syntax, and writing systems. Lists attached to each article on
a language group or family enumerate all languages, extinct or still spoken, within that group and
provide detailed information on the number of known speakers, geographical range, and degree of
intelligibility with other languages in the group. In this way, virtually every known language receives
coverage.For ease of reference and to aid research, the articles are alphabetically arranged, each
signed by the contributor, supported by up-to-date bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and
diagrams, and readily accessible via a system of cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic
outline. Authoritative, comprehensive, and innovative, the 2nd edition of the International
Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an indispensable addition to personal, public, academic, and
research libraries and will introduce a new generation of readers to the complexities and concerns
of this field of study.

official language of ethiopia: Ethiopian Revolution 1974-1991 Teferra Haile-Selassie,
2013-12-19 First published in 1997. Ethiopia, the only country in Africa to survive the
nineteenth-century European scramble for the continent, has a long, unique, and complex history.
This stretches back over three million years to Lucy, or as the Ethiopians call her Dinkenesh, the
earliest known ancestor of the human race, to the political turmoil of late twentieth-century Africa.
Teferra Haile-Selassie writes partly as a historian, but also, and perhaps more importantly, as a
sincere and sensitive observer, who lived through the later historical events which he describes, and
indeed played a notable role in several of them.

official language of ethiopia: Language in Ethiopia Marvin Lionel Bender, 1976 This
comprehensive study is the result of research by an interdisciplinary team of international scholars,
all with a particular interest in Ethiopia. The first part of the book contains an important
classification of Ethiopian languages, looks at their distribution and studies some special language
situations. The second part describes the official status of languages, the effects of migrations,
urbanization and education, and discusses the spread of Amharic and patterns of bilingualism. The
third part analyses in detail the organization of language teaching and teacher training in Ethiopia.

official language of ethiopia: Arabic Language and Its Linguistics N.U. AHMED,
2018-02-05 Arabic Language and its Linguistics is an important book for knowing the source of
Arabic language and its linguistic aspect as well. Arabic is the youngest living representative of
Semitic languages and it has occupied a vital role in the linguistic scenario of the present world. It
carries information of robust culture in the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Importance of Arabic
increased to a great extent for its being a commercial language in the international markets of the
world. In fact, Arabic achieved the status of official and working language on December 18, 1973, in
the domain of the United Nations. Affords are also made in this book to highlight the common
linguistics along with the Arabic language and its linguistics in a befitting manner.

official language of ethiopia: The Oxford Handbook of African Languages Rainer Vossen,
Gerrit J. Dimmendaal, 2020-03-19 This book provides a comprehensive overview of current research
in African languages, drawing on insights from anthropological linguistics, typology, historical and
comparative linguistics, and sociolinguistics. Africa is believed to host at least one third of the



world's languages, usually classified into four phyla - Niger-Congo, Afro-Asiatic, Nilo-Saharan, and
Khoisan - which are then subdivided into further families and subgroupings. This volume explores all
aspects of research in the field, beginning with chapters that cover the major domains of grammar
and comparative approaches. Later parts provide overviews of the phyla and subfamilies, alongside
grammatical sketches of eighteen representative African languages of diverse genetic affiliation. The
volume additionally explores multiple other topics relating to African languages and linguistics, with
a particular focus on extralinguistic issues: language, cognition, and culture, including colour
terminology and conversation analysis; language and society, including language contact and
endangerment; language and history; and language and orature. This wide-ranging handbook will be
a valuable reference for scholars and students in all areas of African linguistics and anthropology,
and for anyone interested in descriptive, documentary, typological, and comparative linguistics.

official language of ethiopia: The New Cambridge History of the Bible: Volume 2, From 600
to 1450 Richard Marsden, E. Ann Matter, 2012-04-26 This volume examines the development and
use of the Bible from late Antiquity to the Reformation, tracing both its geographical and its
intellectual journeys from its homelands throughout the Middle East and Mediterranean and into
northern Europe. Richard Marsden and E. Ann Matter's volume provides a balanced treatment of
eastern and western biblical traditions, highlighting processes of transmission and modes of
exegesis among Roman and Orthodox Christians, Jews and Muslims and illuminating the role of the
Bible in medieval inter-religious dialogue. Translations into Ethiopic, Slavic, Armenian and Georgian
vernaculars, as well as Romance and Germanic, are treated in detail, along with the theme of
allegorized spirituality and established forms of glossing. The chapters take the study of Bible
history beyond the cloisters of medieval monasteries and ecclesiastical schools to consider the
influence of biblical texts on vernacular poetry, prose, drama, law and the visual arts of East and
West.
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