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Language and Literacy Curriculum for Preschoolers: Building Foundations for Lifelong
Learning

Language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers plays a crucial role in shaping
young minds during their most formative years. As children embark on their early
educational journey, developing strong language skills and literacy foundations not only
prepares them for school but also nurtures their confidence, creativity, and communication
abilities. Understanding how to design and implement an effective curriculum that fosters
these skills can make a significant difference in a child’s academic and social success.

Why Language and Literacy Are Vital in Early
Childhood Education

Before diving into the specifics of a language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers, it's
important to recognize why these skills are so essential. Language is the gateway to
communication, critical thinking, and understanding the world. Literacy—encompassing
reading, writing, listening, and speaking—opens doors to knowledge and lifelong learning.

Preschoolers are at a stage where their brains are remarkably receptive to new information.
Early exposure to rich language experiences strengthens neural pathways, enhancing
vocabulary, grammar understanding, and narrative skills. These early experiences also
influence later reading comprehension and academic achievement.

The Role of Play in Language Development

Young children learn best through play, exploration, and interaction. Incorporating play-
based learning into a language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers encourages natural
language acquisition. Whether it’s through storytelling, role-playing, or imaginative games,
children practice using words, asking questions, and expressing thoughts in meaningful
contexts.

Key Components of a Language and Literacy
Curriculum for Preschoolers

To create a well-rounded curriculum, educators should ensure it covers several
interconnected areas of language and literacy development:



1. Oral Language Skills

Oral language forms the backbone of literacy. Activities that promote listening and
speaking skills include:

- **Storytelling and read-aloud sessions:** Reading books aloud introduces new vocabulary
and models fluent reading.
- **Songs and rhymes:** These help children recognize sounds and patterns in language.
- **Conversations and discussions:** Encouraging children to express ideas and ask
questions enhances vocabulary and sentence structure.
- **Show and tell:** This activity boosts confidence and narrative skills.

2. Phonological Awareness

Phonological awareness—the ability to recognize and manipulate sounds in spoken
language—is a critical precursor to reading. A strong curriculum incorporates exercises
such as:

- Identifying rhymes and alliteration
- Clapping syllables in words
- Playing sound-matching games
- Segmenting and blending sounds orally

These playful activities help children understand how words are made up of smaller sound
units, which is vital for decoding words during reading.

3. Print Awareness and Early Reading Skills

Introducing children to print concepts sets the stage for reading. This includes:

- Recognizing letters and their sounds (alphabet knowledge)
- Understanding that print carries meaning (e.g., environmental print like signs)
- Learning about book handling—how to hold a book, turn pages, and follow text from left to
right
- Familiarity with basic sight words

Incorporating a variety of books and printed materials in the classroom environment
encourages curiosity about reading and writing.

4. Early Writing and Fine Motor Skills

Writing is another pillar of literacy. Preschoolers begin to develop fine motor coordination
through activities such as:

- Scribbling and drawing



- Tracing shapes and letters
- Practicing letter formation with pencils, crayons, or finger paints

Encouraging writing as a form of expression helps children connect spoken language with
written symbols.

Strategies for Implementing an Effective
Language and Literacy Curriculum

While content is important, the way it’s delivered can make all the difference. Here are
some tips for educators and caregivers designing a language and literacy curriculum for
preschoolers:

Create a Language-Rich Environment

Surround children with print and engaging language opportunities. Label classroom objects,
display word walls, and provide diverse reading materials ranging from picture books to
informational texts. This immersion helps children associate spoken and written language
naturally.

Incorporate Multisensory Learning

Children learn best when multiple senses are engaged. Combining visual, auditory, and
tactile experiences solidifies learning. For example, tracing letters in sand while saying the
letter sound integrates touch and hearing.

Use Repetition and Routine

Repetition strengthens memory. Daily storytelling, repeated rhymes, and consistent literacy
activities build familiarity and confidence. Establishing predictable routines around
language play helps children anticipate and participate actively.

Encourage Family Involvement

Families are children’s first teachers. Providing parents with resources and ideas to support
language and literacy at home enhances the curriculum’s impact. Simple practices like
reading bedtime stories or talking about daily experiences reinforce classroom learning.



Differentiate Instruction

Every child develops language skills at their own pace. A flexible curriculum that adapts to
individual needs ensures all children receive appropriate challenges and support. Small
group activities, one-on-one interactions, and tailored learning materials can help reach
diverse learners.

Incorporating Technology Thoughtfully

In today’s digital age, technology can be a valuable tool when used purposefully.
Interactive e-books, educational apps, and audio stories can supplement traditional
teaching methods. However, screen time should be balanced with hands-on and social
learning experiences. Choosing age-appropriate, high-quality content that encourages
active participation rather than passive consumption is key.

Assessing Progress in Language and Literacy

Ongoing observation and assessment help educators understand each child’s development
and adjust the curriculum accordingly. Informal assessments—like listening to children’s
conversations, observing play, and examining drawings—provide insights into language use
and comprehension. More formal tools can include checklists of developmental milestones
or early literacy screening instruments.

Supporting children’s language and literacy growth also involves celebrating their
achievements, no matter how small. Positive reinforcement fosters motivation and a love
for learning.

Examples of Engaging Activities for Preschool
Language and Literacy

To bring the curriculum to life, incorporating varied and dynamic activities is essential. Here
are some ideas that naturally integrate language and literacy development:

Interactive Storytime: Pause during reading to ask predictive or reflective
questions, encouraging children to think and speak about the story.

Letter Treasure Hunt: Hide letter cards around the classroom and have children
find and name them, linking sounds to symbols.

Rhyming Basket: Fill a basket with objects or pictures, and challenge children to find
pairs of rhyming words.



Writing Center: Provide materials like paper, markers, and stamps for children to
create their own stories or labels.

Talk Time Circle: Set aside time for children to share stories about their day or
favorite things, building narrative skills and confidence.

These activities are not only fun but also promote essential literacy skills such as
vocabulary building, phonological awareness, and print familiarity.

Understanding Cultural and Linguistic Diversity

A thoughtful language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers recognizes and values the
diverse linguistic backgrounds children bring to the classroom. Incorporating multilingual
books, songs, and culturally relevant stories supports bilingual learners and fosters
inclusivity. Encouraging children to share their home languages and traditions enriches the
learning environment and promotes respect for diversity.

Embracing this diversity also benefits all children by broadening their perspectives and
enhancing social skills.

Language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers is more than just teaching letters and
sounds; it’s about nurturing young learners’ ability to communicate, think critically, and
engage with the world around them. By creating an inviting, supportive, and dynamic
learning environment, educators lay the groundwork for a lifelong journey of discovery and
expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of a language and
literacy curriculum for preschoolers?
Key components include vocabulary development, phonological awareness, print
awareness, listening and speaking skills, storytelling, and early writing activities.

Why is language and literacy development important
for preschoolers?
Language and literacy development in preschoolers lays the foundation for reading and
writing skills, enhances communication abilities, and supports cognitive and social-
emotional growth.



How can teachers incorporate play into a language and
literacy curriculum?
Teachers can use role-playing, storytelling games, puppet shows, and interactive reading
activities that encourage children to use language in imaginative and meaningful contexts.

What role do parents play in supporting language and
literacy development?
Parents can support development by reading aloud regularly, engaging in conversations,
providing access to books, and encouraging children to express themselves verbally and
through drawing or writing.

How can a curriculum address diverse language
backgrounds in preschool classrooms?
A curriculum can include multilingual books, culturally relevant stories, and activities that
honor and incorporate children's home languages while promoting English language
acquisition.

What are effective strategies for teaching phonological
awareness to preschoolers?
Effective strategies include rhyming games, clapping out syllables, sound matching
activities, and listening games that focus on identifying beginning, middle, and ending
sounds.

How can technology be integrated into a language and
literacy curriculum for preschoolers?
Technology can be integrated through educational apps, interactive e-books, digital
storytelling tools, and multimedia resources that engage children and support language
skills development.

What assessment methods are used to monitor
language and literacy progress in preschoolers?
Assessment methods include observational checklists, language samples, anecdotal
records, and informal assessments such as asking children to retell stories or identify
letters and sounds.

How can teachers foster a print-rich environment in
preschool classrooms?
Teachers can display labels, posters, alphabet charts, word walls, and provide a variety of
books and writing materials accessible to children to encourage interaction with print.



What is the role of storytelling in a preschool language
and literacy curriculum?
Storytelling enhances listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension, and creativity, and helps
children understand narrative structure, which is essential for reading and writing
development.

Additional Resources
Language and Literacy Curriculum for Preschoolers: Foundations for Lifelong Learning

language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers represents a critical component in
early childhood education, serving as the foundation upon which children build essential
communication and cognitive skills. As research continually underscores the significance of
early language acquisition and literacy development, educators and curriculum developers
are tasked with designing programs that effectively nurture these abilities in young
learners. This article delves into the complexities of language and literacy curricula tailored
for preschool-aged children, examining educational frameworks, pedagogical strategies,
and the broader implications for child development.

Understanding Language and Literacy in Early
Childhood

Language and literacy encompass a wide array of interconnected skills, including listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. For preschoolers, these skills are not merely academic
milestones but pivotal tools that shape social interaction, emotional expression, and
conceptual understanding. A well-crafted language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers
must recognize that literacy development begins long before formal reading and writing
instruction, emphasizing oral language and emergent literacy experiences.

Emergent literacy refers to the skills, knowledge, and attitudes that precede formal literacy
instruction, such as recognizing letters, understanding the concept of print, and developing
phonological awareness. According to the National Early Literacy Panel, children who
engage in rich literacy environments during preschool are more likely to succeed in reading
and writing during elementary school. This connection stresses the necessity of integrating
language and literacy curricula that are developmentally appropriate and culturally
responsive.

Core Components of an Effective Language and
Literacy Curriculum for Preschoolers

An effective curriculum in this domain typically includes several key components designed
to foster a comprehensive skill set:



Oral Language Development

Oral language is the cornerstone of literacy. Activities that promote vocabulary growth,
sentence structure, and conversational skills are fundamental. Storytelling, guided
discussions, and interactive read-aloud sessions encourage children to articulate thoughts
and comprehend language complexity. Research indicates that children with robust oral
language skills exhibit stronger reading comprehension later in their academic journey.

Phonological Awareness and Early Reading Skills

Phonological awareness—the ability to recognize and manipulate sounds in spoken
language—is a strong predictor of reading success. Preschool curricula often incorporate
rhyming games, syllable clapping, and sound matching to build this skill. Introducing letter
names and sounds through playful, multisensory methods helps children transition
smoothly into phonics-based reading instruction.

Print Awareness and Writing Readiness

Recognizing print in the environment, understanding how books work, and experimenting
with writing tools comprise print awareness and writing readiness. Activities might include
environmental print scavenger hunts, labeling classroom objects, and encouraging
scribbling or letter formation. These experiences demystify written language, making the
eventual acquisition of reading and writing skills more accessible.

Pedagogical Approaches and Curriculum Models

Several pedagogical approaches have proven effective in delivering language and literacy
curricula for preschoolers. Choosing an approach depends on educational philosophy,
cultural context, and resource availability.

Play-Based Learning

Play-based curricula harness children’s natural curiosity and motivation. Through dramatic
play, storytelling, and puppet shows, children engage in meaningful language use that
promotes vocabulary and narrative skills. This approach supports socioemotional
development alongside literacy, fostering a holistic learning environment.

Explicit Instruction and Phonics

Some curricula emphasize systematic, explicit teaching of letter-sound correspondence and



decoding skills. While traditionally associated with older children, research supports
introducing phonics in developmentally appropriate ways during preschool. Combining
explicit instruction with engaging games and repetition can enhance phonological skills
without diminishing the joy of learning.

Emergent Curriculum and Individualized Learning

Emergent curricula prioritize the interests and experiences of the child as starting points for
literacy activities. This model encourages educators to observe children and tailor
instruction to their language development stages and cultural backgrounds, fostering
relevance and engagement.

Comparative Insights: Global Perspectives on
Preschool Language and Literacy

Internationally, language and literacy curricula vary considerably, reflecting cultural values,
language structures, and educational priorities. For example, Scandinavian countries often
emphasize play-based and social learning approaches, with less early formal literacy
instruction, yet consistently demonstrate high literacy outcomes. Conversely, East Asian
countries may introduce more structured literacy activities earlier, focusing on character
recognition and memorization, tailored to logographic writing systems.

This diversity highlights that successful language and literacy curricula must be
contextually adapted rather than universally applied. However, commonalities such as the
importance of oral language, meaningful print exposure, and supportive adult-child
interactions persist across models.

Challenges and Considerations in Curriculum
Implementation

Implementing a language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers is not without challenges.
Educators often face constraints such as limited training in early literacy pedagogies,
insufficient resources, and diverse learner needs including children with language delays or
bilingual backgrounds.

Moreover, balancing the spectrum between play and instruction requires careful planning to
avoid overly academic approaches that may disengage young learners or insufficient focus
that may delay skill acquisition. Assessment practices also warrant attention; formative
assessments that inform instruction without pressuring children are preferred over
standardized testing in early childhood settings.



Supporting Dual Language Learners

With increasing linguistic diversity in classrooms, curricula must accommodate dual
language learners (DLLs). Research suggests that supporting home language development
alongside English acquisition strengthens overall literacy outcomes. Effective programs
integrate culturally relevant materials, bilingual resources, and educator training in
language acquisition theories.

Integrating Technology in Early Language and
Literacy Education

The role of technology within language and literacy curricula for preschoolers has become a
subject of ongoing investigation. Interactive apps and digital storybooks offer new avenues
for engagement and individualized learning. However, experts caution that screen time
should be purposeful and complemented by adult interaction to maximize developmental
benefits.

Studies indicate that technology, when used judiciously, can support vocabulary growth and
phonological awareness, particularly for children with limited access to print materials at
home. Integrating technology into curricula demands thoughtful selection of content and
professional development to ensure pedagogical alignment.

Future Directions and Implications

As early childhood education continues to evolve, language and literacy curricula must
adapt to emerging research, societal changes, and technological advancements.
Emphasizing equity remains paramount, ensuring all children, regardless of socioeconomic
background, have access to rich literacy experiences.

Increasingly, curricula integrate social-emotional learning with literacy development,
recognizing that confidence and motivation influence language acquisition. Additionally,
cross-disciplinary approaches linking literacy with STEM and arts education are gaining
traction, promoting comprehensive cognitive growth.

Ultimately, a robust language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers lays the groundwork
for academic success and lifelong communication skills. Educators, policymakers, and
stakeholders must collaborate to design, implement, and refine curricula that meet the
diverse needs of young learners in a rapidly changing world.
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  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: The Emerging Language and
Literacy Curriculum Julie Ormes, Shirley Patterson, Dana McMillan, Jackie Thomas, Eva
Trumbower, 2024-05-15 Literacy forms its roots in early language exposure. Children become better
readers when they grasp the powers of oral language-to entertain, to be understood, and to convey
thoughts and ideas-at an early age. Strong oral-language skills in preschool students often translate
into impressive literacy skills later on. The authors of The Emerging Language and Literacy
Curriculum (ELLC): A Complete Preschool Program have used the well-established link between oral
language and literacy to create a comprehensive program for pre-readers, one that lays the
groundwork for success in elementary school and beyond. Each of the 22 storybook themes is a
distinct, easy-to-teach unit that reflects years of research and practical classroom experience in
making language development and learning fun for both child and teacher.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Linking Language Robert E. Rockwell,
Debra Hoge, Leroy Searcy, 1999 Contains detailed instructions and reproducible worksheets to
improve language and literacy skills in early childhood education classrooms, and covers snack time,
dramatic and outdoor play, art, music and movement, math and science, and more.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Literacy Cate Heroman, Candy Jones,
2004 Literacy: The Creative Curriculum® Approach shows teachers how to create literacy learning
opportunities within the framework of a comprehensive, integrated curriculum. This book provides a
review of the most up-to-date research about literacy development and throuoghly describes the
seven components of literacy in detail: literacy as a source of enjoyment, vocabulary and language,
phonological awareness, knowledge of print, letters and words, comprehension, and books and other
texts.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Early Childhood Language and Literacy
Curriculum Julie Ornes, Shirley Patterson, Dana McMillan, Jackie Thomas, Eva Trumbower,
2017-11-10 Complete, evidence-based and field-tested curriculum for developing critical skills for
children in early childhood programs.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: The Emerging Language and Literacy
Curriculum Book Julie Ornes, Children's TLC., Shirley Patterson, Dana McMillan, Jackie Thomas,
2007-01-01
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Early Literacy in Action Betty H.
Bunce, 2008 Updated curriculum with a friendly way to help enhance language and literacy skills in
the early childhood classroom
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Building Language Throughout the
Year John Lybolt, 2007 Preschools will ensure effective early literacy instruction with this
field?tested, research?based curriculum for children 3?5 years of age. Includes 41 one?week
lessons?each built around a theme with associated vocabulary and fun activities?to enhance ch
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Helping Young Children Learn
Language and Literacy: Birth through Kindergarten Carol Vukelich, James Christie, Billie Jean Enz,
2013-10-03 Pre-service and in-service teachers get sound instructional strategies for teaching the
language arts to young children from birth to kindergarten and enhancing their reading, writing,
speaking and listening development in this unique book that places children at the center of all good
language and literacy teaching. This book is about teaching the language arts–about facilitating
young children’s reading, writing, speaking, and listening development. In a very readable manner,
the book places children at the center of all good language and literacy teaching, while focusing on
four central themes that run throughout the book: 1. The authors provide rich descriptions of two
perspectives in children’s language and early literacy learning: emergent literacy and scientifically
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based reading research, and equip early childhood teachers with the know how to use the
instructional strategies supported by the research in both perspectives. 2. The authors acknowledge
and take into account the increasing diversity of our society and schools by providing numerous
illustrations of how teachers can work effectively with diverse learners, providing special features at
the end of chapters that explain how to adapt instruction for English Language Learners and
children with special needs, and by providing information on the tools teachers can use to discover
what each child knows and can do, in order to build on that child’s prior knowledge. 3. The authors
stress that assessment cannot be separated from good teaching and they describe strategies that
teachers can use to understand children’s language and literacy knowledge in the context of specific
learning and teaching events, while also focusing on today’s increasingly important “accountability”
function of assessment and standardized testing instruments. 4. The authors acknowledge the
importance of the family in young children’s language and literacy development and include
descriptions of how early childhood teachers can connect with families and engage caregivers in
their children’s school or center.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Children, Language, and Literacy
Celia Genishi, Anne Haas Dyson, 2015-04-18 Synopsis: In their new collaboration, Celia Genishi and
Anne Haas Dyson celebrate the genius of young children as they learn language and literacy in the
diverse contexts that surround them. Despite burgeoning sociocultural diversity, many early
childhood classrooms (pre-K to grade 2) offer a one-size-fits-all curriculum, too often assessed by
standardized tests. In contrast, the authors propose diversity as the new norm. They feature stories
of children whose language learning is impossible to standardize, and they introduce teachers who
do not follow scripts but observe, assess informally, respond to, and grow with their children. Among
these children are rapid language learners and those who take their time to become speakers,
readers, and writers at child speed. All these learners, regardless of tempo, are often found within
the language-rich contexts of play.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Language and Literacy for the Early
Years Robert E. Rockwell, 2003 Language and Literacy for the Early Years contains practical,
everyday activities to weave language development and early literacy into your daily schedule. Use
circle time, snack time, dramatic play, or any other time throughout the day to develop children's
language and literacy skills. Each cross-curricular activity includes ways to enhance children's
vocabularies, questions to help you evaluate children's progress, an annotated list of books, and
suggested age-appropriate writing experiences.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Early Childhood Curriculum for All
Learners Ann M. Selmi, Raymond J. Gallagher, Eugenia R. Mora-Flores, 2014-08-12 Early Childhood
Curriculum for All Learners: Integrating Play and Literacy Activities is designed to teach early
childhood professionals about the latest research on play and early literacy and then to show them
practical methods for adapting this research to everyday classroom practices that will encourage the
development of learning skills. The authors link solid, play-based research to specific
developmentally appropriate practices. By combining these two areas, the text demonstrates that
academic learning and play activities are highly compatible, and that children can and do develop
academic skills through play. In addition, the text focuses on socio-dramatic play, a recently
acknowledged, essential aspect of child-initiated play interactions. It provides specific strategies that
link these interactive behaviors with the early academic skills needed for the initial primary grades.
Implementation of the information presented in this book will enable children to experience a richer
transition into primary education classrooms.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: No Limits to Literacy for Preschool
English Learners Theresa A. Roberts, 2009-01-12 Combining theory with proven teaching strategies,
this resource helps preschool educators produce strong language and literacy outcomes for English
learners ages three to five.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Developing Language and Literacy
3-8 Ann Browne, 2009-01-19 ′I would thoroughly recommend this as a book which enables and



empowers at many levels of experience. Every staff room should have a copy′ - English Four to
Eleven The Third Edition of Developing Language and Literacy 3 - 8 is an insightful introduction to
teaching and learning English in the early years. The new edition has been fully updated to reflect
requirements for teaching English in the early years, including the new curriculum guidance for the
Early Years Foundation Stage and the new Primary Framework. It covers all aspects of language and
literacy and draws on contemporary ideas, research and classroom expertise to guide practice. The
book includes chapters on: - Speaking and Listening - Reading - Resources for Language and
Literacy - Writing - Spelling, Handwriting and Punctuation - Bilingual Learners - Language, Literacy
and Gender - Children with Difficulties - Involving Parents and Carers - Assessment - Planning Along
with activities to promote reflective practice, the author provides suggestions for further reading,
and useful websites. Further resource material for each chapter accompanies the book on the SAGE
website- www.sagepub.co.uk/Browne. This book will be an essential guide for early years and
primary trainee teachers.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Helping Young Children Learn
Language and Literacy Carol Vukelich, James F. Christie, Billie Enz, 2002 As a resource book
designed for teachers of preschool and kindergarten students, the text provides classroom
strategies, case studies, classroom management techniques, and home-school connections to
facilitate teaching the language arts. Strategies for the bilingual classrooms are also included.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Curriculum in Early Childhood
Education Jennifer J. Mueller, Nancy File, 2019-06-18 Curriculum in Early Childhood Education:
Re-examined, Reclaimed, Renewed critically and thoroughly examines key questions, aims, and
approaches in early childhood curricula. Designed to provide a theoretical and philosophical
foundation for examining teaching and learning in the early years, this fully updated and timely
second edition provokes discussion and analysis among all readers. What influences operate (both
historically and currently) to impact what happens in young children's classrooms? Whose
perspectives are dominant and whose are ignored? What values are explicit and implicit? Each
chapter gives readers a starting point for re-examining key topics, encourages a rich exchange of
ideas in the university classroom, and provides a valuable resource for professionals. This second
edition has been fully revised to reflect the current complexities and tensions inherent in curricular
decision-making and features attention to policy, standardization, play, and diversity, providing
readers with historical context, current theories, and new perspectives for the field. Curriculum in
Early Childhood Education is essential reading for those seeking to examine curriculum in early
childhood and develop a stronger understanding of how theories and philosophies intersect with the
issues that accompany the creation and implementation of learning experiences.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Curriculum in Early Childhood
Education Nancy File, Jennifer J. Mueller, Debora Basler Wisneski, 2012-01-30 Curriculum in Early
Childhood Education: Reexamined, Rediscovered, Renewed provides a critical examination of the
sources, aims, and features of early childhood curricula. Providing a theoretical and philosophical
foundation for examining teaching and learning, this book will provoke discussion and analysis
among all readers. How has theory been used to understand, develop, and critique curriculum?
Whose perspectives are dominant and whose are ignored? How is diversity addressed? What values
are explicit and implicit? The book first contextualizes the historical and research base of early
childhood curriculum, and then turns to discussions of various schools of theory and philosophy that
have served to support curriculum development in early childhood education. An examination of
current curriculum frameworks is offered, both from the US and abroad, including discussion of the
Project Approach, Creative Curriculum, Te Whāriki, and Reggio Emilia. Finally, the book closes with
chapters that enlarge the topic to curriculum-being-enacted through play and that summarize key
issues while pointing out future directions for the field. Offering a broad foundation for examining
curriculum in early childhood, readers will emerge with a stronger understanding of how theories
and philosophies intersect with curriculum development.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Oral Language and Comprehension in



Preschool Lesley Mandel Morrow, Kathleen A. Roskos, Linda B. Gambrell, 2015-11-25 Before
children are readers and writers, they are speakers and listeners. This book provides creative,
hands-on strategies for developing preschoolers' speaking, listening, and oral comprehension skills,
within a literacy-rich classroom environment. Each chapter features helpful classroom vignettes; a
section called Preschool in Practice, with step-by-step lesson ideas; and Ideas for Discussion,
Reflection, and Action. The book addresses the needs of English language learners and describes
ways to support students' literacy development at home. The final chapter pulls it all together
through a portrait of an exemplary day of preschool teaching and learning. Reproducible forms and
checklists can be downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Building the Reading Brain, PreK-3
Pamela Nevills, 2009-01-06 From the Back Cover: Discover how children's brains change as they
develop early reading skills! This updated edition of the best-selling book covers brain theory and
research to give educators a clear picture of how children acquire and develop language skills in
preparation for reading. Moving through skills acquisition from birth to age eight, this resource
provides best teaching practices for fostering critical literacy skills for each age group. This second
edition features updated research, expanded information on English language learners and
Response to Intervention, and information about mirror neurons, sensory input, and decoding
pathways. Readers will find: Developmentally appropriate, brain-friendly strategies for building
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency skills; Instructional
applications for games, music, and play; Interventions for children with early reading difficulties.
Building the Reading Brain, PreK-3 sheds light on early childhood cognition and language
development to help teachers provide all young learners with a strong foundation for reading
success.
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Developing Language and Literacy
with Young Children Marian R Whitehead, 2007-04-25 `In its third edition...the author has
included the latest research evidence relating to children aged from nought to eight. Her writing
embraces the value of play, relationships, bilingualism and multilingualism in creating a rich
language and literacy environment. Developing Language and Literacy with Young Children will
appeal to a wide range of readers - practitioners, students, and their tutors, as well as parents and
carers′ - Early Years Update ′Highly readable... Anybody working with babies and young children
needs to have the knowledge that Whitehead clearly explains here′ - SureStart ′One of the many
excellent features of this book is the way it tackles the issue of bilingualism in early childhood′ -
Early Years Educator (eye) Praise for previous editions: `Marian Whitehead forces the reader to
attend to the voice of the child against the encroachment of inappropriate curriculum demands. Her
total fascination for children′s language development captures the reader in an enthusiastic and
informed voyage through the most exciting and important aspect of human development - language
in the early years′ - Early Years `This is an excellent read for all parents and workers with young
children. The style of the book is friendly and accessible, with beautifully produced of photographs
of children and indeed of their own work. Marian Whitehead is not ashamed to draw on her
experiences as a grandparent, as well as highly competent theoretical researcher; she does both
with competence and humour. This will prove an excellent source book for those involved in course
design from childminders to university lecturers′ - Child Language Teaching and Therapy Looking at
the most exciting and important aspect of human development - communication and language in the
early years - this accessible book gives carers, parents, teachers and other professionals who work
and play with young children a confident understanding of children′s communication and language
development in the years from birth to age eight. The book examines the wide range of elements
that are typical of all our communication and language activities: thinking, feeling, imagining,
talking, listening, drawing, writing and reading. The author emphasizes the importance of children′s
relationships and communications with the people who care about them, spend time with them and
share in the excitement of their developing languages and their investigations of literacy. Taking a
holistic approach, she covers: o early communication and language o the achievements of young



bilinguals o the significance of stories, narrative and language play o the emergence of literacy in
homes, early years settings and classrooms. ′This highly readable guide discusses how to help babies
become competent communicators...Anybody working with babies and young children needs to have
the knowledge that Whitehead clearly explains here′ - SureStart
  language and literacy curriculum for preschoolers: Handbook of Early Literacy
Research Susan B. Neuman, David K. Dickinson, 2011-10-10 The field of early literacy has seen
significant recent advances in theory, research, and practice. These volumes bring together leading
authorities to report on current findings, integrate insights from different disciplinary perspectives,
and explore ways to provide children with the strongest possible literacy foundations in the first 6
years of life. The Handbook first addresses broad questions about the nature of emergent literacy,
summarizing current knowledge on cognitive pathways, biological underpinnings, and the
importance of cultural contexts. Chapters in subsequent sections examine various strands of
knowledge and skills that emerge as children become literate, as well as the role played by
experiences with peers and families. Particular attention is devoted to the challenges involved in
making schools work for all children, including members of linguistic and ethnic minority groups and
children living in poverty. Finally, approaches to instruction, assessment, and early intervention are
described, and up-to-date research on their effectiveness is presented.
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