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The Old Rugged Cross History: A Journey Through Time and Faith

the old rugged cross history is a story that resonates deeply with many across the world,
especially within Christian communities. This beloved hymn, with its poignant lyrics and timeless
melody, has touched countless hearts since its creation. Understanding the background and
significance of "The Old Rugged Cross" not only enriches our appreciation of the song but also
connects us to the faith and culture that inspired it.

The Origins of The Old Rugged Cross

The story of "The Old Rugged Cross" begins in the early 20th century, during a period of great change
and challenge in America. The hymn was written by George Bennard, a man whose own spiritual
journey played a crucial role in crafting the words and music that millions would come to cherish.

Who Was George Bennard?

Born in Youngstown, Ohio, in 1873, George Bennard was a Christian evangelist and hymn writer. His
upbringing was steeped in religious education, and he was deeply influenced by the Methodist and
Salvation Army movements. Bennard’s passion for ministry and music converged when he began
composing hymns that reflected his devotion and personal experiences.

The inspiration for "The Old Rugged Cross" reportedly came during a train ride in 1912, when Bennard
found himself reflecting on the significance of the cross as a symbol of sacrifice and redemption. This
meditation sparked the creation of the song’s heartfelt lyrics, which vividly portray the enduring
power of the cross in Christian faith.

Writing and Publishing the Hymn

George Bennard wrote both the lyrics and the melody for "The Old Rugged Cross." The hymn was
completed in 1913 after Bennard had spent considerable time revising and perfecting it. Its first
public performance took place in a small church in Albion, Michigan, and it quickly gained popularity.

Bennard’s hymn was published and distributed through various religious networks, eventually
becoming a staple in hymnals across the United States. The song's simple yet profound message,
combined with its memorable tune, helped it spread far beyond its humble beginnings.

The Meaning Behind The Old Rugged Cross

The power of "The Old Rugged Cross" lies in its symbolism and the emotional weight carried by the



cross in Christian theology. The hymn reflects themes of sacrifice, redemption, and hope, which
continue to resonate with believers around the world.

Symbolism of the Cross

The cross is arguably the most recognizable symbol of Christianity, representing the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ and the salvation it promises. Bennard’s hymn emphasizes the "rugged" nature of the
cross, drawing attention to the physical suffering endured by Christ. This portrayal invites worshippers
to meditate on the cost of redemption and the depth of God's love.

Lyrics That Speak to the Soul

Each verse of "The Old Rugged Cross" unfolds a narrative of personal reflection and faith:

- The “old rugged cross” is described as a “stain” and a “glory,” highlighting the paradox of suffering
and triumph.
- The hymn expresses a longing to "take it home," symbolizing the believer’s desire to carry their faith
through life.
- It also looks forward to a future where the cross will be "exalted," representing ultimate victory over
sin and death.

These themes create a rich tapestry of spiritual meaning that continues to inspire worshippers today.

The Impact and Legacy of The Old Rugged Cross

Over a century after its creation, "The Old Rugged Cross" remains one of the most beloved hymns in
Christian music. Its history is not only a tale of one man’s inspiration but also a testament to the
enduring power of faith expressed through song.

Cultural Influence and Popularity

The hymn’s influence extends beyond church walls. It has been recorded by numerous artists across
different genres, from gospel and country to contemporary Christian music. This broad appeal has
helped "The Old Rugged Cross" reach audiences worldwide.

In addition, the hymn has been featured in movies, television programs, and public events, further
embedding it into American religious and cultural life. Its message of hope and redemption has
universal appeal, making it relevant across generations.

Modern Usage in Worship



Today, "The Old Rugged Cross" is a staple in many hymnals and worship services, especially during
Good Friday and Easter celebrations. Churches often use it to remind congregations of the sacrifice of
Christ and the promise of resurrection.

The hymn’s simplicity makes it accessible to all ages, and its emotional resonance encourages
personal reflection and communal worship. Many worship leaders view it as a powerful tool for
teaching core Christian doctrines through music.

Exploring the Hymn’s Musical Composition

Beyond its lyrics, the musicality of "The Old Rugged Cross" contributes significantly to its lasting
appeal. The melody, composed by Bennard himself, is both memorable and evocative.

Musical Characteristics

The tune is written in a major key, which lends a hopeful and uplifting tone despite the solemn subject
matter. Its steady rhythm and straightforward chord progressions make it easy to sing, whether
accompanied by piano, organ, or guitar.

The repetitive chorus reinforces the central theme of the cross’s enduring significance, creating a
meditative atmosphere that invites worshippers to engage deeply with the message.

Tips for Incorporating The Old Rugged Cross in Worship

If you’re a worship leader or musician looking to include this hymn in your services, consider the
following:

- Use a slower tempo to emphasize the reflective mood.
- Incorporate moments of silence after the chorus to allow the congregation to meditate on the words.
- Pair the hymn with scripture readings that focus on the crucifixion and resurrection to deepen the
worship experience.
- Encourage congregational participation by teaching the hymn in advance, especially for special
services like Easter.

Personal Reflections and Stories Connected to The Old
Rugged Cross

Many individuals have shared personal stories about how "The Old Rugged Cross" has impacted their
faith journeys. Its lyrics often provide comfort during times of struggle or loss and serve as a reminder
of hope and redemption.

These testimonies highlight the hymn's ability to transcend generations and cultures, uniting



believers through a shared expression of devotion. Whether sung at a quiet moment of prayer or a
joyful celebration, the song continues to foster a deep spiritual connection.

---

Exploring the old rugged cross history reveals not just the origins of a beloved hymn but also the
profound ways in which music can articulate faith and inspire hearts. From George Bennard’s initial
inspiration to its widespread use today, "The Old Rugged Cross" remains a powerful symbol of
sacrifice and grace that continues to uplift and encourage believers around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'The Old Rugged Cross'?
The hymn 'The Old Rugged Cross' was written by George Bennard in 1912. He composed the song
after being inspired by his Christian faith and a desire to create a powerful gospel hymn.

Who was George Bennard, the writer of 'The Old Rugged
Cross'?
George Bennard was an American minister and hymn writer born in 1873. He is best known for writing
'The Old Rugged Cross,' which has become one of the most beloved Christian hymns worldwide.

When was 'The Old Rugged Cross' first published and
performed?
'The Old Rugged Cross' was first published in 1913 and performed publicly by George Bennard and his
associates during revival meetings shortly after its composition.

What inspired George Bennard to write 'The Old Rugged
Cross'?
Bennard was inspired by his deep Christian faith and the symbolism of the cross as a representation
of Jesus Christ's sacrifice. The hymn reflects themes of redemption and devotion.

How has 'The Old Rugged Cross' influenced Christian music
and worship?
'The Old Rugged Cross' has become a staple hymn in many Christian denominations, frequently sung
in churches, funerals, and revival services. Its enduring popularity has influenced gospel music and
Christian worship traditions.

Are there any notable recordings or performances of 'The Old



Rugged Cross'?
Yes, numerous artists have recorded 'The Old Rugged Cross,' including legendary gospel singers like
Johnny Cash, Alan Jackson, and Mahalia Jackson, contributing to its lasting legacy in Christian music.

What historical context surrounds the creation of 'The Old
Rugged Cross'?
Written in the early 20th century during a time of religious revival in America, 'The Old Rugged Cross'
reflects the era's emphasis on personal faith and the power of the cross as a symbol of salvation amid
social and cultural changes.

Additional Resources
The Old Rugged Cross History: An In-Depth Exploration of a Timeless Hymn

the old rugged cross history traces the origins and enduring impact of one of the most beloved
Christian hymns ever composed. Since its creation in the early 20th century, "The Old Rugged Cross"
has transcended denominational boundaries and cultural shifts, becoming a cornerstone of gospel
music and a symbol of faith and redemption. This article delves into the hymn’s provenance, its lyrical
and musical elements, and the reasons behind its lasting resonance across generations.

Origins and Background of The Old Rugged Cross

The story of the old rugged cross history begins with its author, George Bennard, a Methodist
evangelist and hymn writer born in 1873 in Youngstown, Ohio. Bennard wrote the hymn in 1912
during a period when gospel music was flourishing in the United States, particularly within revivalist
circles. His inspiration reportedly stemmed from a deep personal reflection on the significance of the
Christian cross as a symbol of sacrifice and salvation.

The hymn was first introduced to the public in a series of revivals and soon gained traction due to its
emotive melody and poignant lyrics. Bennard’s composition was published in 1913 and quickly
became a staple in hymnals and church services. The old rugged cross history is marked by its initial
reception as a heartfelt, accessible expression of Christian devotion, which contrasted with more
formal or traditional hymns of the time.

Musical Composition and Lyrical Themes

Musically, "The Old Rugged Cross" is characterized by a simple yet memorable melody that
complements its reflective and earnest lyrics. The tune’s structure allows congregations to sing it
easily, which contributed significantly to its widespread adoption. The hymn's meter and rhythm
promote a meditative pace, inviting worshippers to contemplate the cross’s meaning deeply.

Lyrically, the hymn focuses on themes of suffering, sacrifice, and redemption, central to Christian
theology. Phrases like “the old rugged cross, so despised by the world” evoke the humility and shame



traditionally associated with crucifixion, while simultaneously elevating the cross as a source of hope.
The chorus, repeating the phrase “I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,” emphasizes personal
commitment and reverence, which has helped the song resonate on a personal level with many
believers.

The Hymn’s Cultural and Religious Impact

Over the decades, the old rugged cross history reflects the hymn’s evolution from a revival song to a
global spiritual anthem. Its influence extends beyond church walls into popular culture, recorded by
countless artists across genres such as gospel, country, and even secular renditions. The hymn’s
adaptability has played a crucial role in maintaining its relevance amidst changing musical tastes and
societal attitudes.

Adoption Across Denominations

One notable aspect of the old rugged cross history is its acceptance across diverse Christian
traditions. While originating in Methodist circles, the hymn quickly found a home in Baptist,
Pentecostal, Presbyterian, and Catholic worship services. This ecumenical embrace underscores the
universal nature of the cross as a Christian symbol and the hymn’s effective communication of core
doctrinal messages.

Recordings and Notable Performances

The hymn has been recorded by prominent figures such as Mahalia Jackson, Johnny Cash, and Alan
Jackson, each bringing unique stylistic interpretations that broadened its audience. These renditions
have introduced the hymn to listeners who might not otherwise engage with traditional gospel music.
Additionally, the song regularly features in funerals, memorials, and religious ceremonies,
underscoring its role as a source of comfort and reflection.

Analyzing the Lyrics: Symbolism and Theological Depth

A closer examination of the old rugged cross history reveals profound theological symbolism
embedded within its lyrics. The "rugged cross" itself represents not just the physical instrument of
crucifixion but the broader concept of suffering endured for spiritual redemption. The hymn’s
acknowledgment of the cross as “despised by the world” highlights the paradox of Christian faith:
embracing what is often rejected or scorned.

The repeated vow to “cherish the old rugged cross” signals a personal embrace of faith’s demands,
including sacrifice and humility. This personal dimension differentiates the hymn from more
doctrinally dense compositions, making it accessible and emotionally resonant for lay worshippers.



Comparison with Contemporary Hymns

Compared to other early 20th-century hymns, "The Old Rugged Cross" stands out for its
straightforward language and emotional appeal. While many hymns of the era employed complex
theological language or ornate poetic devices, Bennard’s work opts for simplicity and directness. This
approach arguably contributed to its widespread adoption and longevity, as congregants found it
easier to internalize and sing.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

The old rugged cross history is not merely a story of a hymn's origin but also a testament to how
music can shape and sustain religious identity. Over a century after its composition, the hymn
remains a fixture in worship services worldwide, continuously inspiring new interpretations and
theological reflections.

In contemporary contexts, the hymn has also been a subject of scholarly interest, with theologians
and music historians analyzing its role in American religious life and its influence on gospel music
traditions. Its continued popularity reflects a broader cultural engagement with themes of sacrifice,
redemption, and hope.

Pros and Cons of the Hymn’s Popularity

Pros: The hymn’s simplicity and emotional depth foster accessibility and personal connection,
making it a powerful tool for worship and evangelism.

Cons: Some critics argue that the hymn's repetitiveness and straightforward theology may
oversimplify complex doctrinal themes, potentially limiting deeper theological engagement.

Ultimately, these factors highlight the hymn’s role as both a devotional and cultural artifact, balancing
musical beauty with theological messaging.

The old rugged cross history encapsulates a journey of faith expressed through music—a journey that
continues to inspire and comfort millions. As cultural contexts evolve, the hymn’s core message
endures, reminding listeners of the enduring power of hope and sacrifice symbolized by the old
rugged cross.

The Old Rugged Cross History
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  the old rugged cross history: The Old Rugged Cross Ben Pugh, 2016-10-10 A lot has been
said about the atonement theology of the theologians, but what of ordinary believers and their
church leaders? What, if anything, have they done with penal substitution or with Christus Victor?
How, if at all, have these doctrinal approaches helped ordinary Christians to live more devoted lives
or lead good church services? Ben Pugh takes the temperature of the church at various points in its
history right up to the present day, noting particular emphases that can be detected in various
expressions of personal and corporate faith--whether these be hymns, sermons, magazines, or
devotional texts. The book aims not only to describe what the implied atonement theologies of the
church have in reality been but also to explore why these have taken the forms that they have. This
exploration will shed some fresh light on current debates, building on the findings of the author's
earlier work, Atonement Theories: A Way through the Maze.
  the old rugged cross history: Hidden History of Sturgeon Bay Heidi Hodges and Kathy Steebs,
2018 Beyond the stunning beauty of Wisconsin's Sturgeon Bay lies a hidden past of colorful
characters, tragic shipwrecks and compelling community achievements. It's a story of dogged
perseverance. Arriving as an immigrant to the town, Joseph Harris Sr. became a founding father,
creating the Door County Advocate newspaper and leading a campaign to construct the Sturgeon
Bay Ship Canal. More than one hundred local volunteers formed the ranks of Company F, nicknamed
Les Terribles by the French for their bravery and sacrifice in World War I. After surviving the Civil
War, former slave Peter Custis endured unimaginable tragedy while forging a life in the city.
Authors Heidi Hodges and Kathy Steebs expose the forgotten history of Sturgeon Bay.
  the old rugged cross history: Encyclopedia of Easter Celebrations Worldwide William D.
Crump, 2021-02-22 At Eastertime, the most important holiday in the Christian world, religious
processions in many Latin American countries pass over ornate street carpets fashioned from
colored sawdust, flowers and fruit. Children in Finland and Sweden dress as Easter witches. In the
Caribbean, those who swim on Good Friday risk bad luck. In the Philippines, some penitents
volunteer to be crucified. In some European countries, Easter Monday is the day for dousing women
with water. With 240 entries, this book explores these and scores of other unusual and sometimes
bizarre international Holy Week customs, both sacred and secular, from pilgrimages to Jerusalem to
classic seasonal films and television specials.
  the old rugged cross history: The Christian Cross in American Public Life John R. Vile,
2024-01-23 The cross is one of Christianity’s most distinctive symbols, increasingly cutting across
Catholic/Protestant and other denominational divides. Although the US acknowledges no official
religion, a variety of both Christian and non-Christian denominations have flourished. Crosses dot
the landscape, sometimes towering over it and at other times simply marking a grave or the site of a
traffic accident, or providing a place for contemplation. Courts continue to decide whether it is
better to remove long-standing crosses on public property to protect the separation of church and
state, or whether removing such symbols might be misinterpreted as expressing hostility towards
religion. Whether marking identity, triumph, love, grief, or sacrifice, the cross remains important in
American life and continues to be the subject of works of art, music, literature, and political,
religious, and social rhetoric, all of which this volume addresses in an accessible A-to-Z format.
  the old rugged cross history: The Old Rugged Cross Chris I O, 2024-07-12 The Old Rugged
Cross: The Timeless Symbol of Hope Discover the profound and timeless significance of the old
rugged cross in this deeply moving and inspirational book, The Old Rugged Cross: The Timeless
Symbol of Hope. This compelling narrative takes you on an extraordinary journey from the dawn of
humanity to the ultimate act of love and sacrifice on Calvary, revealing the powerful message of
redemption that resonates through the ages. In this book, you will explore: The Dawn of Humanity
and the Fall: Understand how sin entered the world through Adam and Eve and its far-reaching
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consequences. Atonement in the Old Testament: Discover the ancient practices of sacrifices and
offerings and the sacred role of the high priest in seeking forgiveness and reconciliation with God.
The Holy of Holies: Experience the awe and reverence of entering God's dwelling place, the
Tabernacle and Temple, and the significance of the Day of Atonement. The Promise of Redemption:
Delve into the prophecies of the Messiah, the suffering servant as envisioned by Isaiah, and the
powerful call of John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus. Jesus Christ: The Ultimate Sacrifice:
Relive the birth, ministry, miracles, and the passionate journey of Jesus from Gethsemane to
Golgotha. The Crucifixion: Walk the road to Calvary with Jesus, feel the agony of His sacrifice, and
understand the moment of atonement that changed the world forever. Resurrection and
Reconciliation: Celebrate the triumph of the empty tomb, the affirming appearances of the risen
Christ, and the profound meaning of the cross for our reconciliation with God. Living in the Light of
the Cross: Embrace the transformative power of forgiveness, integrate the cross into your daily life,
and join the mission of spreading the good news. The Old Rugged Cross in Hymns and Culture:
Learn the story behind the beloved hymn by George Bennard, explore the cross's role in Christian
worship and its cultural impact worldwide. In The Old Rugged Cross: The Timeless Symbol of Hope,
Chris weaves biblical insights, historical context, and personal reflections to create a deeply
enriching and heartfelt exploration of the cross. This book is a testament to the enduring power of
the cross to bring hope, healing, and transformation to our lives. Join us on this extraordinary
journey and let the old rugged cross inspire and uplift your soul. Embrace its message of love and
redemption, and let it guide you to a deeper, more meaningful faith. Perfect for personal reflection,
group study, or as a gift to a loved one, The Old Rugged Cross: The Timeless Symbol of Hope will
touch your heart and renew your spirit. Discover the hope that only the cross can bring-order your
copy today and be transformed by its timeless message.
  the old rugged cross history: The History of Hymn Singing as Told Through One
Hundred One Famous Hymns Charles Johnson, 1983 Includes histories of hymns and biographical
information on the hymn writers.
  the old rugged cross history: Church History 101 William M. Ramsay, 2004-12-22 As
Presbyterians prepare to celebrate their 300th year in America, this book is a wonderful look at the
history that led Presbyterians to the New World and helped shape who they are.
  the old rugged cross history: History of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy United
States. Bureau of Naval Personnel, 1960
  the old rugged cross history: Biblical Preaching Robert Curry, 2023-12-11 Preaching is a
demand of the Bible that is fitted with a specific purpose and a strong theological base. It is the
proclamation of the word of God and is done in churches throughout the world. Preaching plays a
role in the spiritual formation of its hearers, helping to form a community of faith whose members
are sharing in and supporting one another in a spiritual journey. The topics of preaching can be
found in both the Old and New Testaments, within several different genres, but closer attention
might be given to the genres of the parables of Jesus and the speeches in the book of Acts. As a topic
of preaching, the parables can be understood as examples of allegory, simile, and/or metaphor. The
speeches in Acts offer a picture window of a sort into the homiletical mindset of the apostles and
other disciples as they proclaimed the gospel to the world as they knew it. Preaching is a demand of
the Bible and a specific task of those who are privileged to do it.
  the old rugged cross history: A History of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy,
1778-: During the Korean War, 1950-1954 United States. Bureau of Naval Personnel, 1948
  the old rugged cross history: The History of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy:
During the Korean War, 27 June 1950-27 June 1954 United States. Bureau of Naval Personnel,
1949
  the old rugged cross history: How Sweet the Sound Laura L. Smith, 2020-08-04 If you love
singing and listening to hymns, this book is for you! Hymns are a special kind of music, packed with
truth, redemption, and joy, no matter how the times or culture change. How Sweet the Sound
focuses on 30 beloved hymns that still speak to us today. Each chapter includes the lyrics to a



favorite hymn, an interesting modern-day story of how that hymn continues to impact lives, and
questions for contemplation. You'll enjoy hearing the stories of how hymns have affected other
people's lives as you remember how the hymns you treasure have affected yours.
  the old rugged cross history: Freedom of Expression in the Marketplace of Ideas
Douglas M. Fraleigh, Joseph S. Tuman, 2010-05-19 This book addresses current free expression
issues and analyzes the historical and legal contexts for the First Amendment. Designed for
communication and political science courses in freedom of speech, this text encourages students to
think critically about freedom of speech and provides a comprehensive analysis of the historical and
legal contexts of the first amendment, from its early foundations through censorship on the Internet.
This book explores the worldwide history of freedom of expression and examines classic and
contemporary judicial opinions which have determined freedom of speech rights in the U.S. This text
provides students with the opportunity to read significant excerpts of landmark decisions and to
think critically about the issues and controversies raised in these cases. Students will appreciate the
treatment of contemporary issues, including free speech in a post-9/11 world, free expression in
cyberspace, and First Amendment rights on college campuses. KEY FEATURES & BENEFITS: -
Focuses on landmark Supreme Court free expression decisions and covers follow-up cases that
extend and apply these decisions (via significant excerpts from actual cases) so that students can
consider the effect of decisions on freedom of expression and the competing values at stake in these
cases. - Covers freedom of expression topics in both speech and mediated situations, with
comprehensive coverage of such topics obscenity; fighting words and hate speech; national security;
invasion of privacy; defamation.
  the old rugged cross history: Stories Behind the Traditions and Songs of Easter Ace
Collins, 2007 The treasured traditions of Easter---little bunnies, parades, new Easter outfits, sunrise
services, passion plays, and more---infuse our celebration of the season with meaning and glowing
memories. And in ways you may not realize, they point us to the resurrection of Christ and our hope
of life beyond the grave. Stories Behind the Traditions and Songs of Easter reveals the events and
backgrounds that shaped the best-loved customs and songs of Easter, introducing you to stories
you've never heard and a deeper appreciation for the holiday's familiar hallmarks.
  the old rugged cross history: Then Sings My Soul Book 3 Robert J. Morgan, 2012-01-16 In the
third volume of his bestselling series, Pastor Robert Morgan expands his material to include the
great history of worship, the first biblical hymns, biographical sketches of the most interesting
composers, and almost 60 generations of hymn singing. In 2003, Robert Morgan released what
would become a future classic for over a million readers: a unique book entitled Then Sings My Soul.
This collection of the world’s greatest hymns and the stories behind them stirred an entire
generation to better understand the heritage of our faith through song. Now, in the third volume of
this series, Morgan expands his material to include: The fascinating history of worship from ancient
times to contemporary praise Almost 60 generations of hymn singing Biographical sketches of the
most interesting composers Hymn index for easy reference Then Sings My Soul: Book 3 also
includes a collection of the greatest hymns you’ve never heard, with lead-sheets included. All of this
is in addition to even more standard hymns and the stories of the composers behind them. Morgan’s
conclusion guides the reader into enjoying all of God’s music, blending the old and the new into a
symphony of praise that keeps the worship alive for a new generation.
  the old rugged cross history: The Baptist Story A. A. Davis, M. J. Lee, 2018-12-02 The Baptist
Story is a story of struggle and triumph, victory and heartbreak. There have always existed, although
sometimes in the most remote regions, those who sought to maintain pure New Testament practice
in the face of all adversity. These believers were a simple people who led a simple life, and who
sought to adhere to the simple, primitive practices of the New Testament. For their adherence to the
simple truths of God’s precious Word, these Godly saints suffered banishment, imprisonment,
persecution, some even suffering death by fire and sword. Their persecutions were sanctioned by
the pagan religious establishments of that day. But these saints endured because “they loved not
their lives unto the death.” They counted the truth of God’s Word more precious than family, friends,



and their very lives. This excellent work, which is a series of sermons based upon The Trail of Blood
by the revered J. M. Carroll, presents in a simple, enlightening, and easy to read fashion, the story of
these precious souls who lived pure lives and died for the simple truths which are often taken
advantage of today. Baptists of today need to become more aware of the struggles borne by their
forefathers and the premium price paid for the maintenance of New Testament truth. Just as we owe
the military soldiers a debt for the sacrifices they have made for the cause of personal freedom, so
we owe an even greater debt to the soldiers of the cross who suffered and gave their lives to secure
our religious freedom, which is taken for granted today. We present this book with the hope that it
will be used to make God’s people aware of their glorious past. We pray that the all-wise God will
see fit to use this work to once again enlighten His people and to give them the courage to stand for
the truths contained in His precious Word.
  the old rugged cross history: Free Speech Corey Brettschneider, 2021-11-09 Speech is the life
blood of democracy, but only if we understand its true meaning, and its role in sustaining our
government. Key texts from the U.S. Supreme Court, John Stuart Mill, Alexander Meiklejohn, Ida B.
Wells and Charles Lawrence illuminate the immediate questions and pressing issues of free speech.
A Penguin Classic With the Penguin Liberty series by Penguin Classics, we look to the U.S.
Constitution’s text and values, as well as to American history and some of the country’s most
important thinkers, to discover the best explanations of our constitutional ideals of liberty. Through
these curated anthologies of historical, political, and legal classic texts, Penguin Liberty offers
everyday citizens the chance to hear the strongest defenses of these ideals, engage in constitutional
interpretation, and gain new (or renewed) appreciation for the values that have long inspired the
nation. Questions of liberty affect both our daily lives and our country’s values, from what we can
say to whom we can marry, how society views us to how we determine our leaders. It is Americans’
great privilege that we live under a Constitution that both protects our liberty and allows us to
debate what that liberty should mean.
  the old rugged cross history: Michigan History , 1984
  the old rugged cross history: Official Reports of the Supreme Court United States. Supreme
Court, 2003
  the old rugged cross history: Reports of Cases Argued and Adjudged in the Supreme
Court of the United States United States. Supreme Court, John Chandler Bancroft Davis, Henry
Putzel, Henry C. Lind, Frank D. Wagner, 2002
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