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Therapy Dog Library Programs: Bringing Comfort and Confidence Through Books

therapy dog library programs are becoming a cherished addition to many communities around the
world. These innovative initiatives blend the warmth and companionship of therapy dogs with the
enriching environment of public libraries, creating unique opportunities for learning, emotional support,
and social interaction. If you’ve ever wondered how these programs work or why they’re gaining
popularity, this article dives deep into the heart of therapy dog library programs, exploring their

benefits, implementation, and the magic they bring to readers of all ages.

Understanding Therapy Dog Library Programs

Therapy dog library programs involve specially trained therapy dogs visiting libraries to engage with
patrons, often focusing on children, seniors, or individuals facing challenges such as anxiety or

developmental disorders. Unlike service dogs, therapy dogs are not trained to perform specific tasks
but are carefully assessed for their gentle demeanor and ability to provide comfort. The presence of

these dogs encourages reading and learning in a supportive environment.

The Role of Therapy Dogs in Libraries

Libraries are traditionally quiet spaces dedicated to learning and reflection, which can sometimes be
intimidating for reluctant readers or those with reading difficulties. Therapy dogs help break down these
barriers by creating a non-judgmental and stress-free setting. Children, in particular, feel more at ease
reading aloud to a furry friend than to a teacher or parent, which can significantly boost their

confidence and fluency.



How Therapy Dog Visits Typically Work

During a therapy dog library session, participants usually take turns reading aloud to the dog. The
dogs remain calm and attentive, offering silent encouragement. These sessions can be one-on-one or
in small groups and often last between 15 to 30 minutes. Library staff or volunteers trained in therapy

dog handling oversee the interactions to ensure safety and positive experiences for everyone involved.

Benefits of Therapy Dog Library Programs

The benefits of therapy dog library programs extend beyond just improving reading skills. The
emotional, psychological, and social advantages make these programs a valuable community

resource.

Boosting Literacy Skills and Confidence

One of the most celebrated advantages of therapy dog programs is their impact on reading ability.
Children who struggle with reading aloud often feel judged or embarrassed. Therapy dogs provide a
patient, attentive audience without criticism, allowing readers to practice fluency and pronunciation
freely. This safe interaction helps build self-esteem, often translating into greater enthusiasm for

reading and improved academic performance.

Reducing Anxiety and Stress

Therapy dogs have a calming effect on people. For individuals coping with anxiety, trauma, or even
daily stress, interacting with a therapy dog can lower cortisol levels and promote relaxation. In a library
setting, this calming presence makes it easier for patrons to focus, enjoy the books, and engage

socially without feeling overwhelmed.



Encouraging Social Interaction and Community Engagement

Therapy dog library programs foster socialization. Whether it’s children bonding over their shared love
for animals or seniors enjoying companionship, these programs create opportunities for meaningful
connections. Libraries become lively hubs of interaction, helping combat loneliness and isolation in the

community.

Implementing Therapy Dog Programs in Libraries

Starting a therapy dog program at your local library might seem daunting, but with the right approach,

it can be a smooth and rewarding process.

Partnering With Certified Therapy Dog Organizations

Most successful programs collaborate with organizations that specialize in therapy dog training and
certification. These groups ensure that dogs and their handlers meet strict behavioral standards,
guaranteeing the safety and comfort of all participants. Reaching out to local therapy dog teams or

national organizations can provide guidance and resources for launching a program.

Training Library Staff and Volunteers

Library personnel play a key role in managing therapy dog sessions. Training on how to handle the
logistics, maintain hygiene standards, and support both the dogs and patrons is essential.
Understanding the needs of therapy dogs—such as scheduled breaks and proper handling—ensures

sessions run smoothly and respectfully.



Creating Inclusive and Accessible Programs

To maximize the benefits, therapy dog library programs should be inclusive, welcoming patrons of all
ages and abilities. Offering sessions at different times or tailoring activities for individuals with special
needs helps make the program accessible. Libraries might also consider incorporating books about

animals or therapy dogs to complement the sessions.

Real-Life Success Stories and Community Impact

Across the globe, therapy dog library programs are transforming lives in inspiring ways. For example,
one public library reported that their reading program with therapy dogs increased children's reading
proficiency by 30% within six months. Another community center found that seniors participating in dog

visits showed decreased feelings of loneliness and improved mood.

Engaging Youth Through Therapy Dogs

Many schools and libraries integrate therapy dogs to encourage reluctant readers. Stories abound of
shy children blossoming into confident readers because they have a furry friend to listen without

judgment. These positive experiences often ignite a lifelong love of reading.

Supporting Mental Health in Libraries

Libraries are increasingly recognized as safe spaces for mental health support. Therapy dog programs
align perfectly with this mission, offering therapeutic interaction that complements other wellness
initiatives. The simple act of petting a dog or reading aloud to one can alleviate symptoms of

depression and anxiety, making libraries a beacon of holistic community care.



Tips for Maximizing the Benefits of Therapy Dog Library

Programs

If you’re a library manager, educator, or community organizer interested in these programs, consider

these practical tips to enhance their impact:
e Promote the program widely: Use social media, newsletters, and in-library posters to attract
participants and raise awareness.

e Curate dog-friendly reading materials: Select books that feature animals or themes related to

therapy dogs to engage readers.

e Encourage regular attendance: Consistency helps build routines and deeper connections

between readers and dogs.

» Gather feedback: Ask participants and handlers for input to continually improve the program

experience.

¢ Ensure health and safety: Maintain hygiene protocols for both dogs and patrons, including hand

sanitizers and allergy considerations.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Therapy Dog Library Programs

As awareness of the many benefits of therapy dog library programs grows, more libraries are eager to
integrate them into their services. Advances in training methods and increased community interest

promise exciting developments. Some libraries are even exploring virtual therapy dog visits, combining



technology with animal-assisted interventions to reach broader audiences.

Ultimately, therapy dog library programs exemplify how libraries continue to evolve as dynamic,
empathetic spaces—places where education meets emotional well-being, and where the simple joy of
reading is made richer through the unconditional love of a dog. Whether you’re a parent, educator, or
library lover, these programs offer a heartwarming reminder of how animals and books together can

change lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a therapy dog library program?

A therapy dog library program involves trained therapy dogs visiting libraries to provide comfort,
promote literacy, and create a welcoming environment for patrons, especially children.

How do therapy dog programs benefit library patrons?

Therapy dog programs can reduce stress and anxiety, improve reading skills and confidence in
children, and encourage social interaction among library visitors.

Are therapy dogs in library programs specially trained?

Yes, therapy dogs in library programs undergo specialized training to ensure they are calm, well-
behaved, and suitable for interacting with diverse groups of people in a public setting.

Can children read to therapy dogs at libraries?

Yes, many therapy dog library programs encourage children to read aloud to the dogs, which helps

improve reading fluency and builds confidence in a non-judgmental environment.



How can libraries start a therapy dog program?

Libraries can start a therapy dog program by partnering with certified therapy dog organizations,
training staff, establishing guidelines, and promoting the program to patrons.

Are therapy dog visits in libraries free to the public?

Most therapy dog visits in libraries are free and open to the public, often funded by library budgets,

grants, or donations to support community engagement.

What types of dogs are suitable for therapy dog library programs?

Dogs that are calm, friendly, sociable, and well-trained, regardless of breed, can be suitable for
therapy dog library programs as long as they meet certification requirements.

How often do therapy dogs visit libraries?

The frequency of therapy dog visits varies by program; some libraries host weekly or monthly

sessions, while others schedule visits during special events or reading initiatives.

Are therapy dog library programs effective for improving literacy?

Yes, studies have shown that therapy dog programs can motivate reluctant readers, increase reading
engagement, and enhance literacy skills by creating a positive and supportive atmosphere.

What safety measures are taken during therapy dog library sessions?

Safety measures include ensuring dogs are certified and healthy, providing supervision during visits,

maintaining hygiene protocols, and accommodating patrons with allergies or fears of dogs.



Additional Resources

Therapy Dog Library Programs: Enhancing Literacy and Emotional Well-being

therapy dog library programs have emerged as a unique and impactful approach to fostering literacy,
emotional support, and community engagement within public and school libraries. These initiatives,
which integrate trained therapy dogs into library environments, offer patrons—particularly children and
young readers—an inviting and non-judgmental setting to practice reading skills while experiencing the
calming presence of therapy animals. As libraries continually evolve to meet the diverse needs of their
users, therapy dog programs represent a compelling intersection of education, mental health, and

social connection.

The Rise of Therapy Dog Library Programs

In recent years, the adoption of therapy dog programs within libraries has gained significant
momentum across the United States and beyond. Traditionally, libraries have been recognized as
spaces for literacy development and community gathering. However, the infusion of animal-assisted
interventions has introduced a novel dimension. Therapy dog library programs leverage the natural
bond between humans and dogs to create an environment conducive to learning and emotional

regulation.

These programs typically involve volunteers who bring certified therapy dogs to libraries during
scheduled sessions. Patrons, often children with reading difficulties or anxiety around reading aloud,
are invited to read to the dogs. The non-judgmental presence of a calm, friendly dog encourages
readers to practice without fear of criticism. This experiential approach has been linked to improved

reading confidence and fluency.



Key Benefits of Therapy Dog Library Programs

The integration of therapy dogs into library settings yields multifaceted advantages, both educationally

and psychologically:

¢ Improved Reading Skills: Children who participate in these programs often demonstrate
enhanced reading proficiency. The attentive yet non-critical audience provided by therapy dogs

reduces performance anxiety, leading to increased practice and skill development.

¢ Emotional Support and Stress Reduction: Interaction with therapy dogs has been shown to lower
cortisol levels and reduce feelings of stress and anxiety. This is particularly beneficial for patrons

who may find reading intimidating or who face broader emotional challenges.

¢ Increased Library Engagement: Therapy dog sessions attract diverse community members,
including reluctant readers, families, and individuals seeking companionship. This engagement

promotes library use and fosters a sense of community.

¢ Social Skills Development: Participants often improve communication and social interaction skills

by engaging with handlers and other attendees in a supportive environment.

Implementation and Structure of Therapy Dog Programs in

Libraries

The successful execution of therapy dog library programs requires careful planning, adherence to
safety protocols, and collaboration with certified therapy dog organizations. Libraries typically partner

with volunteer groups specializing in animal-assisted therapy to ensure that the dogs are well-trained,



certified, and temperament-tested.

Program Formats

Therapy dog library programs can take various forms depending on the library’s goals and community

needs:

* Read-to-a-Dog Sessions: The most common format, where children read aloud to the therapy

dog in one-on-one or small group settings.

o Storytime with Dogs: Incorporates therapy dogs into regular storytime, enhancing the experience

and making it more interactive.

¢ Therapeutic Visits: Targeted at patrons dealing with stress, trauma, or disabilities, therapy dogs

provide comfort during library visits.

e Special Events: Libraries may host therapy dog-themed events to promote literacy and animal

welfare awareness.

Operational Considerations

To ensure a safe and effective environment, libraries must address several operational factors:

1. Health and Safety: Regular health checks for therapy dogs, allergy accommodations, and

hygiene protocols are essential.



2. Training and Certification: Only dogs certified by recognized organizations such as Therapy

Dogs International or Pet Partners should participate.

3. Volunteer Management: Handlers require training on library policies and patron interaction

guidelines.

4. Scheduling and Space: Dedicated, quiet areas help maintain a calm atmosphere conducive to

reading and interaction.

Comparative Perspectives: Therapy Dogs Versus Other Literacy

Interventions

Therapy dog library programs are often compared with traditional literacy interventions such as
tutoring, reading clubs, and digital learning tools. Each approach offers distinct advantages. While
conventional methods emphasize skill acquisition through structured instruction, therapy dog programs

uniquely address emotional and psychological barriers to learning.

Studies indicate that pairing reading practice with animal-assisted therapy can accelerate progress in
reluctant or struggling readers by creating positive associations with reading activities. In contrast,
purely academic programs may fall short in engaging students who experience anxiety or low
motivation. Integrating therapy dogs complements existing literacy strategies by fostering an

empathetic and supportive environment.

Potential Limitations

Despite their benefits, therapy dog library programs face challenges:



 Allergies and Phobias: Some patrons may have allergic reactions or fear of dogs, necessitating

alternative accommodations.

* Resource Constraints: Maintaining certified dogs and trained handlers requires ongoing volunteer

commitment and funding.

e Standardization: Variability in program quality and implementation can impact outcomes and

patron satisfaction.

Libraries must weigh these factors carefully when designing therapy dog initiatives to maximize

inclusivity and effectiveness.

The Growing Impact on Community and Literacy Culture

Therapy dog library programs contribute to a broader cultural shift emphasizing holistic approaches to
education and well-being. By integrating animal-assisted therapy into public services, libraries are
redefining their role as community hubs that nurture not only intellectual growth but also emotional

resilience.

Numerous libraries report increased patronage and positive feedback following the introduction of
therapy dog sessions. These programs often inspire volunteerism and partnerships with local animal
organizations, reinforcing community ties. Moreover, therapy dog programs can serve as gateways for

introducing patrons to other library offerings, such as literacy workshops and mental health resources.

As evidence of their efficacy accumulates, therapy dog library programs are poised to become a staple
in modern library services, promoting literacy in a manner that is compassionate, engaging, and

inclusive.
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therapy dog library programs: Kylie's Tales Carol O'Donnell, 2016-11-13 Kylie is a therapy
dog who thinks she's just like any other dog, but as she tells her story she discovers that therapy
dogs have very special qualities that help them to help others. Living in a home where her owners
continuously train Kylie to do therapy dog work is just part of the story Kylie shares. She describes
what it is like when visiting schools, libraries, hospitals, and special events like safety programs for
young children. Becoming qualified to be a therapy dog is not an easy process, but an important one.
Kylie shares what she has to do to pass her test and what Molly, the other dog in her house, is doing
to become a therapy dog. A question and answer page is included for readers who might want more
details on therapy dog work and how to find therapy dogs to work in programs. This book is
illustrated with photographs of Kylie doing her therapy dog work as well as a few pictures of her just
being a regular dog.

therapy dog library programs: Kylie's Tales Carol O'Donnell, 2016-11-03 Kylie is a therapy
dog who thinks she's just like any other dog, but as she tells her story she discovers that therapy
dogs have very special qualities that help them to help others. Living in a home where her owners
continuously train Kylie to do therapy dog work is just part of the story Kylie shares. She describes
what it is like when visiting schools, libraries, hospitals, and special events like safety programs for
young children. Getting certified to be a therapy dog is not an easy process, but an important one.
Kylie shares what she has to do to pass her test and what Molly, the other dog in her house, is doing
to become a therapy dog. A question and answer page is included for readers who might want more
details on therapy dog work and how to find therapy dogs to work in programs. This book is
illustrated with photographs of Kylie doing her therapy dog work as well as a few pictures of her just
being a regular dog.

therapy dog library programs: Great Library Events Mary Grace Flaherty, 2021-04-17
Libraries and library staff are constantly in the process of expanding and adapting services in order
to remain responsive to their varied user communities. As part of this trend, there is an increasing
emphasis on providing a wide variety of programs and events; this service expansion has been met
with broad enthusiasm by library users everywhere. Great Library Events: From Planning to
Promotion to Evaluation, with its holistic approach to program provision, serves as an indispensable
companion for anyone responsible for event or program planning in their organization. The guide
moves through a program’s lifecycle, beginning with the initial steps of defining an event’s scope,
ensuring inclusivity, and constructing measurable objectives. It follows with practical considerations
such as finding funding, publicizing, assessing outcomes, reporting, and using data to keep the
program cycle going. To support each of these steps, and to help ensure successful initiatives,
practical examples, templates, and tools are provided throughout. While this book is aimed at library
managers and programming staff, it will be helpful for anyone responsible for event or program
planning in their organization, whether they are new to the task or seasoned professionals.

therapy dog library programs: Optimizing Therapy Dog-Handler Team Welfare
John-Tyler Binfet, Christine Yvette Tardif-Williams, 2025-06-30 Informed by research and grounded
in critical discussions of theory and practice, Optimizing Therapy Dog-Handler Team Welfare
challenges readers to explore the complexities inherent in, and arising from, practices that optimize
welfare for therapy dog-handler teams. Each chapter begins with a case study that elucidates the
complexities of canine-assisted interventions and invites readers to consider welfare from multiple
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perspectives. This book positions welfare as a factor impacting both the therapy dog and the
handler, considering the dog handler as a cohesive team. Researchers, educators, and practitioners
from across disciplines will find this book both scientifically savvy and practical.

therapy dog library programs: Library Programming for Autistic Children and Teens Amelia
Anderson, Barbara Klipper, 2021-04-22 Foreword by Barbara Klipper Since the first edition of this
landmark guide was published, there has been increased interest in services for library patrons on
the autism spectrum; indeed, more people of all ages now self-identify as autistic. Those who
understand the unique characteristics of autistic young people know that ordinary library
programming guides are not up to the task of effectively serving these library users. Well qualified
to speak to this need, Anderson is an educator, library researcher, and former public librarian who
has helped to develop two IMLS funded initiatives that train library workers to better understand
and serve autistic patrons. Here, she offers librarians who work with children and teens in both
public library and K-12 educational settings an updated, comprehensive resource that includes an
updated introduction to the basics of autism, including language, symbolism, and best practices in
the library rooted in the principles of Universal Design; step-by-step programs from librarians across
the country, adaptable for both public and school library settings, that are cost-effective and easy to
replicate; contributions from autistic self-advocates throughout the text, demonstrating that the
program ideas included are truly designed with their preferences in mind; suggestions for securing
funding and establishing partnerships with community organizations; and many helpful appendices,
with handy resources for training and education, building a collection, storytimes, sensory
integration activities, and a “Tips for a Successful Library Visit” template.

therapy dog library programs: Implementing Therapy Dog Teams in Partnership with
Best Practices for Schools Gabrielle Matthew, 2024-08-14 Dive into the profound impact of
therapy dogs on student well-being and inclusivity with 'Implementing Therapy Dog Teams in
Partnership with Schools'. This comprehensive guide offers practical strategies for integrating
certified therapy dog teams into educational settings, enhancing the learning experience for
students. Grounded in research and real-life case studies, this book goes beyond theory, providing
actionable advice on how therapy dogs can creatively improve mental health, academic
performance, peer relationships, and social skills. Their presence in schools fosters a positive
atmosphere, boosting mood, confidence, and self-esteem while promoting self-regulation and
reducing absenteeism. Addressing the increasing emotional health challenges among youth, this
resource offers clear guidance on selecting, implementing, and evaluating therapy dog programs.
It's structured for easy navigation, making it an essential tool for educators, dog handlers, and
volunteers dedicated to creating supportive learning environments. Discover how therapy dogs, like
Mac, can transform school communities, fostering connections and enriching the educational
journey for every student.

therapy dog library programs: Partnerships and Collaborations in Public Library
Communities: Resources and Solutions Ellis, Karen, 2011-12-31 This book shows how partnerships
can be cultivated through projects, programming, funding, and extending the library's presence
through unique avenues, offering librarians a better understanding of what might be possible for
their situational requirements and limitations--Provided by publisher.

therapy dog library programs: Library Collaborations and Community Partnerships Vicki
Hines-Martin, Fannie M. Cox, Henry R. Cunningham, 2020-05-24 Library Collaborations and
Community Partnerships illustrates the value of libraries and their resources through an array of
alliances to improve health and enhance people's lives. It is unique in its illustration of key principles
of collaboration, partner engagement, shared leadership, project development and outcomes
measurement, as well as the challenges inherent in collaborations among diverse partners. The book
includes collaboration exemplars focused on education, health, information literacy and capacity
building for populations that experience access and resource disparities. It highlights the innovative
use of existing assets, environments and diverse professions to broaden access to resources and
information to those in need. The strategies, challenges, outcomes and lessons learned that are



described in the volume have application for a variety of settings and populations. Highlighting the
key role that libraries play in guiding successful interprofessional collaborations with communities,
Library Collaborations and Community Partnerships should be of interest to academics, students and
professionals engaged in library and information science, education, health care, social services and
community organizations.

therapy dog library programs: Library Volunteers Welcome! Carol Smallwood, Lura Sanborn,
2016-09-02 Volunteers are crucial to the daily operation of any library. Finding and retaining the
right people, motivating them and matching their skills with projects is challenging. This collection
of 30 new essays brings together the experiences of numerous individuals across the U.S., providing
ideas, projects and best practices for volunteer recruiting and management. The
contributors--among them library board members, heads of special collections, directors of state
library associations, outreach coordinators, archivists and researchers--discuss a broad range of
topics in five sections: recruitment and retention; policies and process; mentoring and empowering;
placement, programs and responsibilities; and outreach.

therapy dog library programs: Teaching Compassion: Humane Education in Early Childhood
Mary Renck Jalongo, 2013-07-23 In response to highly publicized incidents of school violence,
educators across the United States and in many other nations are seeking effective ways to prevent
and modify aggressive and anti-social behaviors in students. One of the major recommendations of
the research is that efforts to prevent cruelty need to begin early, during the early childhood years
of birth through age eight. The focus of Teaching Compassion: Humane Education in Early
Childhood is guiding young children to accept responsibility for and to be kind in their interactions
with fellow human beings, animals and the environment. Although humane education is a relatively
new concept in the field of early childhood education, professionals in the field are very familiar with
many of the related concepts, including: promoting positive interpersonal interactions, teaching
children the skills of self-regulation, giving children experience in caring for living things and
protecting the environment. This edited volume is an interdisciplinary compendium of professional
wisdom gathered from experts in the fields of education, child development, science, psychology,
sociology and humane organizations. As the book amply documents, the concept of humane
education is powerful, integrative, timely and appropriate in work with young children. Teaching
Compassion: Humane Education in Early Childhood shows how it is possible for adults dedicated to
the care and education of young children to balance attention to the cognitive and affective realms
and, in so doing, to elevate the overall quality of early childhood programs for children, families and
communities.

therapy dog library programs: A Field Guide to Community Literacy Laurie A. Henry,
Norman A. Stahl, 2022-04-27 This practical guidebook presents trends, research-grounded
strategies, and field-based solutions to challenges of working in community-based literacy initiatives.
A comprehensive guide for practitioners, this book addresses best practices for implementing,
maintaining, expanding, and evaluating community-based literacy initiatives. The contributors in this
volume help readers shift thinking from merely considering, How can communities support literacy?
to How can literacy help us create, support, and strengthen communities? Organized into four parts
- on building community through literacy, program design, case studies from the field, and program
evaluation - chapters cover research-based and innovative practices in a diverse range of
populations and settings, including family services, adult literacy initiatives, community centers, and
tutoring programs. With an abundance of praxis-oriented examples and real-world strategies from
top scholars and practitioners, the book serves as a roadmap for essential topics, including funding,
writing grant proposals, handling audits, and conducting research within program settings. With
templates, models, planning tools, and checklists ready for immediate use, this book is an invaluable
field manual for individuals involved in community literacy work, researchers, and students in
literacy-oriented courses either at the undergraduate or graduate levels.

therapy dog library programs: Successful Tails Paticia H. Wheeler PhD, 2012-10-08
Successful Tails is a heartwarming collection of stories and photos of therapy dogs at work. The



testimonials and stories run the gamut of emotions. Some will make you laugh or smile, while other
will bring tears to your eyes. This book isn't just for people who want to become therapy dog
handlers or staff at sites and programs that would like to have therapy dogs for those they serve,
though both of these groups will find it useful. This book is for everyone.

therapy dog library programs: Serving Teens and Adults on the Autism Spectrum Carrie
Rogers-Whitehead, 2020-10-01 Understand the unique needs of teens and adults with autism and
how to adapt existing library programs to be more inclusive. Autism spectrum disorder is a lifelong
condition, but programs and services are mostly for children. As this population ages and the
number of adults receiving autism diagnoses grows, are public libraries serving this group? Serving
Teens and Adults on the Autism Spectrum offers practical strategies for delivering better service to
individuals with autism, from library programming to technology, collections, library volunteers, and
the information desk. Relying on feedback and help from the autism community in her area, Carrie
Rogers-Whitehead created programs for children, teens, and young adults on the autism spectrum.
In this book, she shares advice on developing programs that focus on teamwork, transitions, and
social skills. She explains best practices for reference interviews and teaches readers how their
libraries can partner with nonprofit and government entities to develop workforce skills and connect
adults with autism to jobs. Ready-made program activities for teens and adults with autism make it
easy for libraries to better serve this often misunderstood group.

therapy dog library programs: The Canine-Campus Connection Mary Renck Jalongo,
2021-05-15 A primary mission of universities is promoting student success and well-being. Many
college and university personnel have implemented initiatives that offer students the documented
benefits of positive human-animal interaction (HAI). Accumulating evidence suggests that assistance
dogs, therapy dogs, and shelter dogs can support student wellness and learning. The best programs
balance the welfare of humans and canines while assessing students’ needs and complying with all
laws and regulations. Contributors to this edited volume have drawn upon research across many
disciplines as well as their extensive practical experiences to produce a timely and valuable
resource—for administrators and students. Whether readers are just getting started or striving to
improve well-established programs, The Canine-Campus Connection provides authoritative,
evidence-based guidance on bringing college students and canines together in reciprocally beneficial
ways. Part one examines the interactions between postsecondary students and canines by reviewing
the literature on the human-canine bond. It establishes what necessarily must be the top priority in
canine-assisted activities and therapy: the health and safety of both. Part two highlights four major
categories of dogs that students are likely to interact with on and off campus: service dogs,
emotional support animals (ESAs), therapy dogs, and homeless dogs. Part three emphasizes ways in
which dogs can influence student learning during classes and across aspects of their professional
development. Part four considers future directions. Authors take the stance that enriching and
enlarging interactions between college students and canines will require university personnel who
plan and evaluate events, projects, and programs. The book concludes with the recommendation that
colleges and universities move toward more dog-friendly campus cultures.

therapy dog library programs: Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy Aubrey H Fine,
2019-06-27 Handbook on Animal-Assisted Therapy: Foundations and Guidelines for Animal-Assisted
Interventions, Fifth Edition highlights advances in the field, with seven new chapters and revisions
to over 75% of the material. This book will help therapists discover the benefits of incorporating
animal assisted therapy into their practice, how to design and implement animal assisted
interventions, and the efficacy of animal assisted therapy with different disorders and patient
populations. Coverage includes the use of AAT with children, families and the elderly, in counseling
and psychotherapy settings, and for treating a variety of specific disorders. - Contains seven new
chapters in addition to 75% new or revised material - Includes guidelines and best practices for
using animals as therapeutic companions - Addresses specific types of patients and environmental
situations - Includes AAI working with cats, dogs, birds, and horses - Discusses why animals are used
in therapy, as well as how



therapy dog library programs: Creating a Learning Commons Lynn D. Lampert, Coleen
Meyers-Martin, 2019-01-24 Creating a Learning Commons: A Practical Guide for Librarians provides
experienced and detailed research-based guidance for academic librarians and other professionals
charged with creating a learning commons. Readers can follow the entire process of developing a
library learning commons design and implementation plan from inception to post-occupancy
planning and assessment. This practical guide is designed to help librarians develop sound
strategies for navigating the challenging issues that often emerge in launching a dynamic and
collaborative new library learning commons space within a university or college setting. Lampert
and Meyers-Martin provide a practical guide, complete with examples and photos of award-winning
learning commons designs. This book will help dedicated professionals identify best practices within
today’s existing learning commons settings and get up to speed on how to best approach developing
their own library’s new and innovative learning spaces.

therapy dog library programs: K-12 Education: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and
Applications Management Association, Information Resources, 2013-09-30 Primary and Secondary
education is a formative time for young students. Lessons learned before the rigors of higher
education help to inform learners[] future successes, and the increasing prevalence of learning tools
and technologies can both help and hinder students in their endeavors. K-12 Education: Concepts,
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications investigates the latest advances in online and mobile
learning, as well as pedagogies and ontologies influenced by current developments in information
and communication technologies, enabling teachers, students, and administrators to make the most
of their educational experience. This multivolume work presents all stakeholders in K-12 education
with the tools necessary to facilitate the next generation of student-teacher interaction.

therapy dog library programs: Creativity for Library Career Advancement Vera Gubnitskaia,
Carol Smallwood, 2019-06-18 Creativity is just connecting things, observed Steve Jobs. In today's
diverse, ever-changing job market, creativity is more necessary than ever. In a profession offering a
broad range of job opportunities, librarians are surrounded by myriad connections to be made. They
are trained to recognize them. This collection of new essays covers a wide spectrum of methods for
cultivating creativity. Topics include learning through role-playing games, libraries as publishers,
setting up and using makerspaces, developing in-house support for early-career staff, creating
travelling exhibits, creative problem solving, and organizing no-cost conferences.

therapy dog library programs: Crash Course in Children's Services Penny Peck, 2014-09-26
Useful for newcomers to the children's library staff as well as longtime children's librarians, the
second edition of this popular handbook provides easy-to-follow instructions to make innovations in
children's library materials work for you. Addressing everything from the basics of reference to the
complex and highly specialized duties of program development, this handbook is perfect for both
librarians and support staff who are assigned to the children's department of a library. This second
addition of Crash Course in Children's Services covers many of the new issues facing children's
library staff, including eBooks, using apps in programming, other online reading options, book
trailers, nonfiction and the Common Core curriculum. It also describes expanded programming
options such as makerspaces, gaming, dog reading programs, and play at storytime. Ideal for new
children's librarians as well as experienced library staff who have not worked with children recently
and long-time children's librarians looking to add new skills to their tool kits, the book familiarizes
readers with all the new developments of the past few years, from online reading options to the
wealth of new programming aimed at youth. You'll learn about subjects such as pop-up and passive
programming, offering online homework help, and outreach and services to special needs children,
and then quickly implement new practices into use at your library.
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