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Bryan Garner The Winning Brief: Mastering Persuasive Legal Writing

bryan garner the winning brief is more than just a phrase—it represents a transformative approach to legal
writing that has reshaped how lawyers craft persuasive arguments. Bryan Garner, widely recognized as a
leading legal writing expert and lexicographer, has dedicated his career to helping attorneys communicate
with clarity, precision, and impact. His book, *The Winning Brief*, stands as a definitive guide for lawyers
who aspire to write briefs that not only inform but also convince judges and win cases.

If you’re a legal professional or a law student looking to elevate your writing skills, understanding the
principles behind Bryan Garner’s *The Winning Brief* can be a game changer. This comprehensive guide
offers practical tips and strategies that demystify the art of legal persuasion, making briefs more accessible,
compelling, and ultimately successful.

Who Is Bryan Garner and Why Does His Work Matter?

Before diving into the nuances of *The Winning Brief*, it’s helpful to know who Bryan Garner is. Garner
is an attorney, lexicographer, and legal writing expert known for his authoritative books on legal style,
grammar, and drafting. He has collaborated with the late Justice Antonin Scalia on *Reading Law* and
authored *Garner’s Modern English Usage*, among other influential works.

What sets Bryan Garner apart is his ability to blend linguistic precision with practical legal insight. His
expertise helps lawyers avoid common pitfalls such as verbosity, ambiguity, and poor
organization—problems that often dilute legal arguments and lose judges’ attention. Garner’s advice is
grounded in decades of experience and research, making *The Winning Brief* a trusted resource in law
offices and classrooms worldwide.

Core Principles of Bryan Garner The Winning Brief

At its heart, *The Winning Brief* is about more than just writing—it’s about persuasion. Garner stresses
that a brief must do more than present facts; it must tell a story that resonates with the judge’s sense of
justice and logic. Here are some foundational principles the book teaches:

Clarity Above All



Legal writing is notoriously dense, but Garner champions clarity as the cornerstone of effective briefs. He
advises avoiding jargon and legalese that can cloud meaning. Instead, writers should aim for straightforward
sentences that clearly convey the argument’s essence.

Structure and Organization

A winning brief follows a logical, easy-to-follow structure. Garner emphasizes the use of well-crafted
headings, summaries, and signposts that guide the reader through complex legal issues. This organization
helps judges quickly grasp the key points without getting lost in unnecessary details.

Persuasive Storytelling

Garner encourages lawyers to think like storytellers. Every brief should have a clear narrative arc, with a
compelling introduction, a strong factual foundation, and a persuasive conclusion. This narrative approach
helps to humanize the case and make it memorable.

Precision and Economy of Language

Brevity is another hallmark of Garner’s method. He advises eliminating redundancy, superfluous words,
and filler phrases. Every word should serve a purpose, contributing to a tighter and more powerful
argument.

Practical Tips from The Winning Brief

One of the reasons *The Winning Brief* is so widely praised is its actionable advice. Here are some tips
directly inspired by Bryan Garner’s work that legal writers can apply immediately:

Start with a clear statement of the issue: Frame the question your brief answers in one or two
sentences.

Use topic sentences: Begin each paragraph with a sentence that previews the point you’ll make.

Employ parallel structure: Organize your arguments consistently to enhance readability.

Choose strong verbs: Opt for active voice and vivid verbs to convey confidence and clarity.



Cut needless words: Review drafts carefully to remove phrases like “in order to” or “due to the fact
that.”

Use headings effectively: Headings should not just label sections; they should help argue your case.

These techniques may seem simple, but they require deliberate practice. Garner’s book provides examples
and exercises that help writers internalize these habits.

Why The Winning Brief Stands Out Among Legal Writing
Books

The legal world is full of writing manuals, but *The Winning Brief* distinguishes itself by focusing
squarely on appellate briefs, which demand a unique style of persuasion. Garner understands that appellate
judges often have limited time and attention, so briefs must be concise yet compelling.

Moreover, *The Winning Brief* combines theory with practice. It offers sample briefs, annotated excerpts,
and rewriting exercises that demonstrate how to improve real documents. This hands-on approach makes it
a favorite among law firms and legal writing instructors.

Garner also addresses common problems such as how to handle complex legal issues without confusing the
reader and how to balance advocacy with candor. His guidance helps lawyers maintain credibility while
vigorously pressing their points.

Integrating Bryan Garner’s Techniques into Your Legal Writing

Applying the lessons from *The Winning Brief* can elevate your legal writing significantly. Here’s a
suggested approach to integrating Garner’s methods:

1. Analyze Existing Briefs

Start by critically reading your past briefs or those from colleagues. Identify areas where clarity or
persuasion could be improved. Compare these to examples in Garner’s book to see what’s missing.



2. Draft with Purpose

Before writing, outline your brief carefully. Define your issue, your arguments, and the desired outcome.
Keep Garner’s principles in mind as you draft: be clear, concise, and persuasive.

3. Revise Ruthlessly

Editing is where Garner’s advice shines. Read your draft aloud, cut unnecessary words, sharpen your
sentences, and reorganize for flow. Don’t hesitate to rewrite sections that don’t serve your main points.

4. Seek Feedback

Share your brief with trusted peers or mentors who understand Garner’s philosophy. Constructive criticism
can reveal blind spots and improve the brief’s effectiveness.

The Broader Impact of Bryan Garner The Winning Brief on
Legal Writing

Beyond individual briefs, Bryan Garner’s influence helps raise the overall quality of legal writing. His
work encourages lawyers to respect the reader’s time and intelligence, fostering a culture of clear
communication in the legal profession.

The principles in *The Winning Brief* also have ripple effects on other legal documents—motions, memos,
contracts—where clarity and persuasion matter. As lawyers adopt these techniques, the legal system
benefits from more accessible and efficient advocacy.

In a profession where words are the tools of the trade, mastering the art of the winning brief is essential.
Bryan Garner’s book offers a roadmap that combines linguistic finesse with strategic thinking, helping
lawyers turn complex legal issues into compelling, winning arguments. Whether you’re drafting your first
brief or your hundredth, the insights in *The Winning Brief* can sharpen your writing and increase your
chances of success in court.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Bryan Garner, the author of The Winning Brief?
Bryan Garner is a renowned legal writing expert, lexicographer, and author known for his influential
works on legal writing, including The Winning Brief.

What is the main focus of Bryan Garner's book The Winning Brief?
The Winning Brief focuses on teaching lawyers how to craft clear, persuasive, and effective legal briefs
that can influence judges and improve litigation outcomes.

What are some key features of The Winning Brief by Bryan Garner?
Key features include practical writing techniques, advice on legal storytelling, guidance on structuring
arguments, tips for clarity and conciseness, and examples of winning briefs.

How does The Winning Brief help improve legal writing skills?
The Winning Brief provides step-by-step guidance, real-world examples, and practical tips that help legal
professionals write more compelling and reader-friendly briefs.

Is The Winning Brief suitable for new lawyers or only experienced
attorneys?
The Winning Brief is suitable for both new and experienced lawyers, as it covers fundamental principles
of persuasive writing and advanced strategies for effective legal advocacy.

What makes Bryan Garner’s approach in The Winning Brief unique?
Garner's approach combines linguistic precision with practical litigation experience, emphasizing clarity,
persuasion, and the psychology of legal readers to craft compelling briefs.

Can The Winning Brief be used as a textbook for law students?
Yes, The Winning Brief is widely used as a textbook in law schools to teach legal writing and advocacy
skills to students.

Does Bryan Garner provide examples of real legal briefs in The Winning
Brief?
Yes, the book includes annotated examples of real legal briefs to illustrate effective writing techniques and
strategies.



Where can I purchase or access Bryan Garner's The Winning Brief?
The Winning Brief is available for purchase through major book retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and legal bookstores, and may also be accessible via law school libraries or online platforms.

Additional Resources
Bryan Garner The Winning Brief: Mastering the Art of Persuasive Legal Writing

bryan garner the winning brief stands as a hallmark resource for legal professionals seeking to enhance
their advocacy through superior legal writing. Bryan A. Garner, renowned for his expertise in legal style
and rhetoric, offers in this publication a meticulously crafted guide aimed at transforming the way lawyers
construct and present their arguments in briefs. This book has gained widespread acclaim for its practical
insights, actionable advice, and its potential to elevate a legal brief from merely competent to truly
persuasive.

An In-Depth Analysis of Bryan Garner’s The Winning Brief

The Winning Brief is not simply a style manual; it is a comprehensive blueprint for effective legal
advocacy. Garner’s approach is analytical yet accessible, blending linguistic clarity with a strategic focus on
persuasion. He addresses the unique challenges faced by lawyers who must distill complex legal theories
into concise, compelling narratives that judges can readily understand and accept.

At its core, the book emphasizes the power of precision and clarity. Garner draws on decades of experience
as a legal writing consultant, lexicographer, and educator, advocating for brevity, organization, and a
reader-centered approach. His practical tips range from structuring arguments effectively to choosing
words that resonate, making the book a trusted companion for both novice and seasoned attorneys.

Key Features and Strengths of The Winning Brief

One of the standout features of Bryan Garner the winning brief is its dual focus on style and substance.
Garner does not treat legal writing as a dry, formulaic exercise but as a dynamic form of advocacy where
every sentence counts. Several components contribute to the book’s effectiveness:

Clear Structural Guidance: Garner outlines how to design a brief that flows logically, enabling judges
to follow the argument without confusion. This includes advice on headings, subheadings, and the
strategic use of summaries.



Emphasis on Conciseness: The book repeatedly stresses cutting unnecessary words and avoiding
legalese, which can obscure meaning.

Persuasive Techniques: Garner incorporates principles from rhetoric, such as ethos, pathos, and logos,
tailoring them specifically to legal writing contexts.

Practical Examples: Each chapter features before-and-after samples that demonstrate how small
changes can enhance clarity and persuasiveness.

Ethical Considerations: Garner underscores the importance of honesty and candor, warning against
manipulative or deceptive tactics even in advocacy.

Comparison with Other Legal Writing Guides

In the crowded field of legal writing resources, The Winning Brief distinguishes itself by its laser focus on
appellate and trial briefs. While books like “The Elements of Legal Style” (also by Garner) and “Legal
Writing in Plain English” cover broader aspects of legal prose, The Winning Brief zeroes in on what makes
a brief successful in court. This specialization is valuable for lawyers whose primary task is to influence
judicial decision-making.

Compared to William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White’s timeless “The Elements of Style,” which inspired
Garner’s own style guide adaptations for legal professionals, The Winning Brief offers more context-specific
advice tailored to the legal profession’s unique demands. It bridges the gap between general writing
excellence and the tactical necessities of legal advocacy.

The Role of Bryan Garner The Winning Brief in Modern Legal
Practice

The legal landscape has evolved significantly with digital filing systems, electronic research tools, and a
more diverse judiciary. Despite these changes, the fundamentals of persuasive writing remain constant.
Garner’s book addresses these modern realities by encouraging lawyers to write with the judge as the
primary audience, focusing on readability and impact.

Incorporating Technology and Contemporary Trends

Though The Winning Brief was first published in the early 2000s, its principles remain relevant,



especially as courts increasingly rely on electronic briefs. Garner’s insistence on clarity and brevity aligns
well with the modern judge’s need to process large volumes of information quickly. The book indirectly
promotes practices that enhance digital readability, such as using clear headings and avoiding dense blocks
of text.

Challenges Addressed by The Winning Brief

Many legal professionals struggle with the tension between thoroughness and brevity. There is often a
temptation to flood a brief with excessive citations or detailed factual recitations, which can dilute the
persuasive impact. Garner tackles this issue head-on, advising writers to prioritize the strongest points and
present them with compelling clarity. This approach helps attorneys avoid common pitfalls like verbosity,
jargon, and disorganized arguments.

Practical Applications for Legal Professionals

Implementing Bryan Garner the winning brief’s guidance can have tangible effects on legal outcomes.
Lawyers who adopt the book’s recommendations often report improved confidence in their writing and
more favorable responses from judges.

Strategies for Immediate Improvement

Adopt an Outline-Driven Approach: Garner encourages starting with a detailed outline to ensure
logical progression before drafting.

Refine Word Choice: Replace vague or inflated terms with precise language to strengthen
arguments.

Use Active Voice: Active constructions are typically clearer and more engaging than passive ones.

Focus on the Reader: Write with the judge’s perspective in mind, anticipating questions and
objections.

Cut Redundancies: Eliminate repetitive phrases and unnecessary filler to maintain momentum.



Long-Term Benefits

By consistently applying these principles, legal professionals can develop a distinctive writing style that is
both persuasive and respected. This can lead to greater professional recognition, higher success rates in
appeals, and enhanced client satisfaction. Moreover, strong writing skills contribute to better legal
reasoning, as the discipline of crafting clear arguments often sharpens substantive analysis.

The Impact of Bryan Garner’s Work Beyond The Winning Brief

Bryan Garner is widely regarded as one of the foremost authorities on legal writing and style. His
influence extends beyond this single book, encompassing a range of publications including Black’s Law
Dictionary and The Chicago Manual of Style’s legal citations. The Winning Brief reflects his broader
commitment to elevating legal communication standards.

Garner’s methodology combines linguistic precision with an understanding of judicial psychology. By
demystifying the art of brief writing, he empowers lawyers to communicate with greater effectiveness
and professionalism. This contribution is particularly significant in jurisdictions where judges have limited
time to review voluminous case materials.

---

In the evolving world of legal advocacy, Bryan Garner the winning brief remains a cornerstone text. Its
practical advice, clear examples, and strategic insights form an essential toolkit for lawyers aiming to
persuade through the written word. As courts continue to demand succinct, transparent, and compelling
briefs, Garner’s work offers guidance that is as relevant today as when it was first published. Whether for a
junior associate drafting their first appellate brief or a seasoned litigator refining their style, The Winning
Brief provides a roadmap to legal writing excellence.

Bryan Garner The Winning Brief
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the art of effective writing in 100 concise, practical, and easy-to-use sections. Covering everything
from the rules for planning and organizing a brief to openers that can capture a judge's attention
from the first few words, these tips add up to the most compelling, orderly, and visually appealing
brief that an advocate can present. In Garner's view, good writing is good thinking put to paper.
Never write a sentence that you couldn't easily speak, he warns-and demonstrates how to do just
that. Beginning each tip with a set of quotable quotes from experts, he then gives masterly advice on
building sound paragraphs, drafting crisp sentences, choosing the best words (Strike pursuant to
from your vocabulary.), quoting authority, citing sources, and designing a document that looks as
impressive as it reads. Throughout, he shows how to edit for maximal impact, using vivid
before-and-after examples that apply the basics of rhetoric to persuasive writing. Filled with
examples of good and bad writing from actual briefs filed in courts of all types, The Winning Brief
also covers the new appellate rules for preparing federal briefs. Constantly collecting material from
his seminars and polling judges for their preferences, the second edition delivers the same solid
guidelines with even more supporting evidence. Including for the first time sections on the
ever-changing rules of acceptable legal writing, Garner's new edition keeps even the most seasoned
lawyers on their toes and writing briefs that win cases. An invaluable resource for attorneys, law
clerks, judges, paralegals, law students and their teachers, The Winning Brief has the qualities that
make all of Garner's books so popular: authority, accessibility, and page after page of techniques
that work. If you're writing to win a case, this book shouldn't merely be on your shelf--it should be
open on your desk.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Judicial Writing Chinua Asuzu, 2016-05-04 To validate their
institutional continuance as a branch of government, writes Chinua Asuzu, judges must make sound
decisions. They must also articulate and express those decisions efficiently and comprehensibly. This
book shows how. This book will help judges, arbitrators, and other decision-writers master the art
and science of judicial writing. A most welcome guide, Judicial Writing: A Benchmark for the
Benchsets a high, yet attainable, standard of excellence for writing judicial decisions. It will no doubt
become the reference point for judging judges and their judgments. Chinua Asuzu is that uncommon
lawyer who wrote The Uncommon Law of Learned Writing. His other works includeAnatomy of a
Brief andFair Hearing in Nigeria. A versatile arbitrator, Asuzu served as an administrative-law judge
at the Tax Appeal Tribunal in Nigeria from 2010 to 2016.He is now the Senior Partner of Assizes
Lawfirm, a team of tax lawyers.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Brief-Writing Master Plan Chinua Asuzu, 2022-08-23 As much
a sword as a shield, Brief-Writing Master Plan offers an unparalleled and unprecedented curriculum
of written advocacy. It’s a sparkling, alchemical blend of doctrine, ethics, and skills. It recruits
linguistics, logic, psychology, rhetoric, and semantics into the arsenal of learned advocacy. It
contains the rhetorical wisdom of ages, pages, and sages. An advocate files a brief to persuade the
judge to decide the lawsuit in favor of the advocate’s client. The keyword is persuade. Too often,
advocates forget this and write to please themselves. They address themselves instead of the court.
They write in chest-thumping prose and style. Advocates will do well to keep in mind that in
advocacy, all that counts is persuading the judiciary. Hence, Brief-Writing Master Plan responds to
the judicial wish list for advocates’ writing style and substance. This book is a transformative
resource with the potential to accelerate court proceedings by easing judicial burdens and
caseloads. A sober reflection on the advocate’s duty to the court, Brief-Writing Master Plan
encourages professional candor, decency, and honesty. Writing as taught in this book will surely
propel you to the top 1% of the global legal profession and secure your legacy.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 Chinua Asuzu,
2023-09-10 As lawyers, we must not, in hot pursuit of common law, outrun common sense. The
dread of that eventuality prompted this book. Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 promotes
common sense in legal language. Plain language, which is commonsensical, broadens access to legal
documents, thus democratizing the law. If democracy is government of the people, by the people,
and for the people, law is the language in which government interacts with the people—it’s the



language of democracy. The people whose government speaks through law must understand what is
said. No democratic society should brook legalese—a dense, verbose dialect known only to lawyers.
What then should society do to redress the lawyer-induced obscurity? A Shakespearean character
had an alarming proposal: “The first thing we do, let’s kill all the lawyers.” Apparently, that proposal
was not enthusiastically endorsed, which explains why we’re still here. A milder remedy—enrolling
lawyers in language classes—has been mooted, which explains why this book is in your hands.
Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 motivates lawyers to prefer plain language to the legalese
and verbosity that have besmirched legal writing for centuries. This book is as sweeping and
authoritative a treatment of its subject as you can find anywhere.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Essentials of Lawyering Skills in Africa Festus Emiri,
Ernest Owusu-Dapaa, 2020-07-01 In twenty-two chapters, divided into six parts for convenience, the
authors not only lay bare the art of lawyering but also provide invaluable nuggets of perfecting and
excelling as a solicitor and advocate. There is little doubt that the contents of this book dramatically
make a lawyer, especially the lawyer in Africa, to be more effective, more skilful and a proper lawyer
useful to the client and society.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Motion Practice David F. Herr, Roger S. Haydock, Jeffrey
W. Stempel, 2017-06-03 This comprehensive guide not only analyzes every applicable rule of civil
procedure, but also gives you practice-proven techniques for evaluating what motions will work most
effectively in each of your cases. From early pretrial motions dealing with complaints and
jurisdiction to appellate motion practice for both victor and vanquished, Motion Practice, Eighth
Edition shows you both what is permissible and what is advisable in such aspects of motion practice
as:
  bryan garner the winning brief: The ^AOxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the
United States Kermit L. Hall, 2005-05-19 A superb one-volume resource on the United States
Supreme Court, this second edition includes new entries on key cases and fully updated treatment of
hot-button issues of constitutional law, such as abortion, freedom of religion, school desegregation,
freedom of speech, voting rights, military tribunals, and the rights of the accused. These
developments make the second edition of this accessible and authoritative guide essential for
judges, lawyers, academics, journalists, and anyone interested in the impact of the Court's decisions
on American society.
  bryan garner the winning brief: The Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United
States ,
  bryan garner the winning brief: The Common Flaw Thomas G. Moukawsher, 2023-09-25
The American lawsuit is riddled with needless complexity. This book proposes fifty changes-that
decide cases promptly-more on the facts than the law-more for the parties than the lawyers-more for
the consequences to the people and the public-and in words we can all understand--
  bryan garner the winning brief: Elegant Legal Writing Ryan McCarl, 2024-02-06 Elegant
Legal Writing provides short, practical tips to help attorneys make their writing as clear and
readable as possible, reducing the reader's cognitive burden so they can focus on your argument--
  bryan garner the winning brief: Department of Justice Manual Wolters Kluwer, 2012-03-23
The new Department of Justice Manual, Third Edition takes you inside all the policies and directives
outlined in the latest U.S. Attorneys' Manual used universally by the DOJ in civil and criminal
prosecutions. Along with comprehensive coverage of all the information relied on by today's DOJ
attorneys, this guide offers you other valuable DOJ publications in the form of Annotations. You'll
find the Asset Forfeiture Manual, the Freedom of Information Act Case List, and Merger Guidelines.
And it's all incorporated in a comprehensive six-volume reference. You'll discover how to: Request
immunity for clients using actual terminology from factors that DOJ attorneys must consider Phrase
a FOIA request so as to avoid coming within an exempted category of information Draft discovery
requests using terminology to avoid triggering an automatic denial by the DOJ Counsel clients on
DOJ investigative tactics and their significance using actual DOJ memoranda; Develop trial
strategies that exploit common problems with certain methods of proof and kinds of evidence



offered by the government Propose settlements or plea-bargain agreements within the authority of
the DOJ attorney handling the case. This new Third Edition of Department of Justice Manual has
been expanded to eight volumes and the materials have been completely revised to accommodate
newly added materials including: the text of the Code of Federal Regulations: Title 28and–Judicial
Administration, as relevant to the enforcement of the Federal Sentencing Guidelines by the
Department of Justice; The Manual for Complex Litigation; and The United States Sentencing
Commission Guidelines Manual. The new edition also includes The National Drug Threat Assessment
for Fiscal Year 2011 and the updated version of the Prosecuting Computer Crimes Manual. In an
effort to provide you with the best resource possible, as part of the Third Edition, the Commentaries
in each volume have been renumbered to refer to the relevant section in the United States
Attorneyand’s Manual for more efficient cross referencing between the Manual and the
Commentaries.
  bryan garner the winning brief: American Judicial Process Pamela C. Corley, Artemus
Ward, Wendy L. Martinek, 2015-09-25 This text is a general introduction to American judicial
process. The authors cover the major institutions, actors, and processes that comprise the U.S. legal
system, viewed from a political science perspective. Grounding their presentation in empirical social
science terms, the authors identify popular myths about the structure and processes of American
law and courts and then contrast those myths with what really takes place. Three unique elements of
this myth versus reality framework are incorporated into each of the topical chapters: 1) Myth
versus Reality boxes that lay out the topics each chapter covers, using the myths about each topic
contrasted with the corresponding realities. 2) Pop Culture boxes that provide students with popular
examples from film, television, and music that tie-in to chapter topics and engage student interest.
3) How Do We Know? boxes that discuss the methods of social scientific inquiry and debunk common
myths about the judiciary and legal system. Unlike other textbooks, American Judicial Process
emphasizes how pop culture portrays—and often distorts—the judicial process and how social
science research is brought to bear to provide an accurate picture of law and courts. In addition, a
rich companion website will include PowerPoint lectures, suggested topics for papers and projects, a
test bank of objective questions for use by instructors, and downloadable artwork from the book.
Students will have access to annotated web links and videos, flash cards of key terms, and a
glossary.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Legal Food for Thought Daniel Kornstein, 2023-10-31 Legal
Food for Thought is both an entertaining and provocative collection of non-technical essays written
by an experienced, literate lawyer with an eye for unusual topics and a gift for language. Combining
original insights with probing commentary, these sparkling essays light up the page as they
illuminate a wide range of subjects more or less in some way, often unexpected, linked to law. As the
title foreshadows, the book is creatively organized in the form of a meal, with its delicacies spread
over a menu covering a drink, appetizers, entrees, sides, and dessert. Among other surprises, the
author reminds us of poet John Milton's appeal for freedom to read what we want, describes two
comic book lawyer superheroes, suggests ways to improve our democracy, finds new legal themes in
the lives of various well-known creative artists, and even tells us which are his favorite books about
law and why. It is a tour de force sure to fascinate any thinking person, lawyer or not
  bryan garner the winning brief: Divergent Paths Richard A. Posner, 2016-01-04 Judges and
legal scholars talk past one another, if they have any conversation at all. Academics criticize judicial
decisions in theoretical terms, which leads many judges to dismiss academic discourse as divorced
from reality. Richard Posner reflects on the causes and consequences of this widening gap and what
can be done to close it.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Legal Writing and the Lone Ranger Daniel J. Kornstein,
2020-09-30 This book will improve the writing of anyone connected to the legal profession. Whether
you are a law student, a young or experienced practitioner, or even a judge, this book will help you
write better. It is filled with tips and insights that work, and is written clearly and entertainingly.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Legal Writing for Real Lawyers Russell T. Bowlan, J.D.,



M.A., 2013-06 This is not another tedious rulebook littered with unfounded gimmicks contrived at a
faculty mixer. Here you will find relevant advice from an attorney who has been writing trial and
appellate briefs on the frontlines for two decades. Amid the new material in this expanded edition,
Mr. Bowlan subdues the oft dreaded summary judgment response. And the gloves come off when he
addresses legal ethics in the Epilogue - Welcome to the Dark Side - a must-read for every law
student who intends to become a practicing lawyer. What do Trolls, Curmudgeons and Yapping
Chihuahuas have to do with legal writing? Open the cover and find out.
  bryan garner the winning brief: The Winning Brief Bryan A. Garner, 1999 Does a good
writing style help persuade judges? Bryan Garner makes a convincing case that it does. And he
should know: in recent years, he has worked with judges all over the country to help them improve
their writing of judicial opinions. He has polled judges both formally and informally to learn their
preferences. And with his deep issue technique, he has even helped shape their preferences. This
book is a compendium of Garner's 100 most important tips on brief-writing. Some are major points
and some are minor ones. But each one matters because collectively they add up to the most
compelling, orderly, and visually appealing brief that an advocate can present. Each tip begins with
a set of quotable quotes - some of the most insightful comments that experts have ever made on
persuasive writing. Then, Garner elaborates on the tip, usually with before-and-after examples. The
book also showcases several full-length model briefs.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Learned Writing Chinua Asuzu, 2019-05-22 As lawyers, we
must not, in hot pursuit of common law, outrun common sense. The dread of that eventuality
prompted this book. Learned Writing promotes common sense in legal language. Plain language,
which is commonsensical, broadens access to legal documents, thus democratizing the law. If
democracy is government of the people, by the people, and for the people, law is the language in
which government interacts with the people—it is the language of democracy. The people whose
government speaks through law must understand what is said. No democratic society should brook
legalese, a dense, verbose dialect known only to lawyers. What then should society do to redress the
lawyer-induced obscurity? A Shakespearean character had an alarming proposal: “The first thing we
do, let’s kill all the lawyers.” Apparently, that proposal was not enthusiastically endorsed, which
explains why we’re still here. A milder remedy—enrolling lawyers in language classes—has been
muted, which explains why this book is in your hands. Learned Writing motivates lawyers to prefer
plain language to the legalese and verbosity that have besmirched legal writing for centuries. This
book is as sweeping a treatment of its subject as you can find anywhere.
  bryan garner the winning brief: The Path to Partnership Steven C. Bennett, 2004-03-30
Drawn from the author's many years in training and developing junior associates, this book provides
insight into some of the most common problems that can affect the career development of new
lawyers, and offers practical advice for navigating the crucial first years. Bennett offers practical
guidance on topics from determining whether firm life is the right fit to preparing for partnership.
Tips and strategies for honing communication and presentation skills, managing your time, and
networking effectively will help make the culture work for you and ensure a path to success. Freshly
minted J.D.s may be well prepared for the technical and procedural aspects of practicing law, but
the real world of law firm culture is bound to offer some surprises. Drawn from the author's many
years in training and developing junior associates, this book provides insight into some of the most
common problems that can affect the career development of new lawyers, and offers practical advice
for navigating the crucial first years. Bennett offers practical guidance on topics from determining
whether firm life is the right fit to preparing for partnership. Tips and strategies for honing
communication and presentation skills, managing your time, and networking effectively will help
make the culture work for you and ensure a path to success. Bennett picks up where the formal
education process leaves off. Presenting a wide variety of scenarios and situations, he shows how to
read the unspoken signals that reflect relationships of power and influence, and how to tap into
them. He also advocates a solid grounding in the basics, covering such practical skills as writing
memoranda, managing meetings, handling delegation of work, and receiving constructive criticism,



while developing a reputation for being dependable, organized, clear-thinking, and enthusiastic. The
result is a lively and eminently useful guide that will help you avoid job-killing moves, set and
achieve realistic goals, and build a fulfilling legal career.
  bryan garner the winning brief: Point Made Ross Guberman, 2014-03-06 In Point Made, Ross
Guberman uses the work of great advocates as the basis of a valuable, step-by-step brief-writing and
motion-writing strategy for practitioners. The author takes an empirical approach, drawing heavily
on the writings of the nation's 50 most influential lawyers, including Barack Obama, John Roberts,
Elena Kagan, Ted Olson, and David Boies. Their strategies, demystified and broken down into
specific, learnable techniques, become a detailed writing guide full of practical models.
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