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Psychology of Crime and Delinquency: Understanding the Mind Behind the Act

psychology of crime and delinquency is a fascinating and complex field that
seeks to unravel the mental processes, environmental factors, and social
influences that lead individuals to commit criminal acts or engage in
delinquent behavior. Rather than viewing crime simply as a violation of laws,
this perspective dives deep into the human psyche to understand why people
break rules and how their thoughts, emotions, and circumstances interplay to
push them toward such actions. Exploring this topic not only enriches our
knowledge of criminal behavior but also highlights pathways for prevention,
intervention, and rehabilitation.

The Foundations of the Psychology of Crime and
Delinquency

At its core, the psychology of crime and delinquency examines the
motivations, personality traits, cognitive patterns, and social contexts that
influence criminal behavior. This field merges principles from psychology,
criminology, sociology, and even neuroscience to create a comprehensive
understanding of offenders.

Biological and Psychological Factors

One key area involves investigating whether certain biological or
psychological characteristics predispose individuals to crime. For example,
research has explored links between genetic factors, brain abnormalities, and
impulsivity with aggressive or antisocial behavior. Some studies suggest that
dysfunction in areas of the brain responsible for impulse control and moral
reasoning can increase the likelihood of engaging in delinquency.

Alongside biology, personality traits such as low self-control, high
sensation-seeking, or psychopathic tendencies have been associated with
criminality. Psychopaths, in particular, often exhibit a lack of empathy,
superficial charm, and manipulativeness, making them more prone to harmful
behaviors without remorse.

Environmental and Social Influences

While biological and psychological elements contribute, the environment plays
an equally crucial role. Factors like poverty, family dynamics, peer
pressure, and exposure to violence significantly impact the likelihood of
delingquent behavior.

Children raised in unstable or abusive households may develop antisocial
tendencies as a coping mechanism. Moreover, associating with delinquent peers
can normalize criminal acts, reinforcing such behaviors. The psychology of
crime and delinquency recognizes that context matters deeply; individuals do
not operate in isolation but are shaped by their surroundings.



Psychological Theories Explaining Criminal
Behavior

Several psychological theories provide frameworks to understand why
individuals engage in crime and delinquency. Each theory offers unique
insights and highlights different contributing factors.

Social Learning Theory

One influential model is Albert Bandura'’s social learning theory, which
posits that people learn behaviors through observing others. When applied to
crime, it suggests that individuals exposed to criminal behavior—whether
through family, friends, or media—may imitate those actions, especially if
they see such behavior being rewarded or going unpunished.

This theory emphasizes the importance of role models and social reinforcement
in shaping delinquency. For example, a teenager who witnesses siblings or
peers stealing without consequences might be more inclined to try it
themselves.

Strain Theory

Strain theory focuses on the gap between societal goals and the means
available to achieve them. When individuals experience frustration or
“strain” because they cannot reach success through legitimate avenues, they
may resort to crime as an alternative.

Psychologically, this strain can breed feelings of anger, helplessness, or
resentment, which can fuel delinquent acts. For instance, someone facing
persistent unemployment and social exclusion might steal or engage in illicit
activities out of desperation or rebellion.

Cognitive Development and Moral Reasoning

Another perspective looks at how criminals differ in their moral development
and decision-making processes. According to psychologists like Lawrence
Kohlberg, individuals progress through stages of moral reasoning—from
avoiding punishment to understanding social contracts and universal ethics.

Some offenders exhibit arrested moral development, making decisions based on
immediate gratification or avoiding consequences rather than considering
broader societal norms or empathy for others. This cognitive delay can help
explain why certain people repeatedly commit crimes despite knowing the
negative outcomes.

Delinquency in Adolescents: A Critical Focus

Adolescence represents a particularly vulnerable period for delinquency,
making it a crucial focus within the psychology of crime and delinquency. The



combination of biological changes, identity exploration, and social pressures
creates a volatile mix.

The Role of Peer Influence

Teenagers are highly susceptible to peer approval, which can either encourage
positive behavior or lead to risky and criminal activities. The desire to fit
in may compel adolescents to engage in minor theft, wvandalism, or substance
abuse, especially if these acts are glamorized within their social circle.

Family Environment and Attachment

The quality of parent-child relationships also significantly impacts
delingquency risk. Secure attachment and consistent discipline often protect
against antisocial behavior, while neglect, harsh punishment, or parental
criminality increase vulnerability.

Intervention Strategies for Youth Delinquency

Understanding the psychological underpinnings of juvenile delingquency has
guided the development of targeted interventions. These include:

e Cognitive—-behavioral therapy (CBT): Helps youth recognize and change
distorted thinking patterns that lead to criminal acts.

Family therapy: Strengthens communication and support within families to
reduce conflict and negative influences.

Mentorship programs: Connect adolescents with positive role models who
provide guidance and encouragement.

e Community engagement: Offers constructive activities and social bonds
that divert youth from delinquent peers.

Such approaches leverage psychological insights to address root causes rather
than merely punishing behaviors.

The Intersection of Mental Health and Criminal
Behavior

The relationship between mental illness and crime is complex and often
misunderstood. While most individuals with mental health conditions are not
violent, some disorders—especially when untreated—can increase risk factors
for delinquency.



Common Mental Health Issues Among Offenders

Conditions such as antisocial personality disorder, substance use disorders,
and certain mood disorders can impair judgment, impulse control, and
emotional regulation. For example, substance abuse often co-occurs with
criminal acts like theft or assault, either as a cause or consequence.

Psychological Assessment and Risk Management

In forensic psychology, assessing an offender's mental state is essential for
determining criminal responsibility, tailoring treatment plans, and managing
future risks. Tools like risk assessment scales and personality inventories
help clinicians predict potential for reoffending and identify therapeutic
needs.

Addressing mental health within the criminal Jjustice system is increasingly
recognized as vital for reducing recidivism and promoting rehabilitation.

Behavioral Patterns and Profiling in Crime
Psychology

Another intriguing aspect of the psychology of crime and delinquency is
criminal profiling, which attempts to infer characteristics of offenders
based on behavioral evidence.

Understanding Offender Typologies

Profilers categorize criminals into types such as organized vs. disorganized
offenders or based on motives like financial gain, revenge, or thrill-
seeking. These classifications draw on psychological theories to predict
patterns in crime scenes, victim selection, and post-offense behavior.

The Role of Cognitive Biases

However, profiling is not foolproof and must account for cognitive biases
that can distort interpretations. Awareness of such biases improves the
accuracy of psychological insights and helps law enforcement focus
investigations more effectively.

Prevention and Rehabilitation: Psychological
Approaches

Ultimately, the goal of studying the psychology of crime and delinquency is
to inform prevention and rehabilitation efforts. By understanding why people
commit crimes, society can develop strategies that reduce offending and
support reintegration.



Early Intervention Programs

Programs targeting at-risk children and adolescents, such as school-based
social skills training and family support services, aim to mitigate risk
factors before delinquency develops. Building resilience, emotional
regulation, and problem-solving skills can steer youth away from criminal
paths.

Rehabilitative Treatment

For offenders already involved in the justice system, psychological
interventions focus on addressing underlying issues—whether substance abuse,
mental illness, or antisocial attitudes. Cognitive-behavioral therapy, anger
management, and vocational training are some effective methods that reduce
recidivism and help individuals rebuild their lives.

Community and Societal Role

Creating supportive environments that promote social inclusion, economic
opportunities, and positive social norms 1is crucial. When individuals feel
valued and connected, the psychological drivers of crime and delinquency
often diminish.

Exploring the psychology of crime and delinquency reveals a rich tapestry of
influences—from brain chemistry and personality to family dynamics and
cultural pressures. This understanding not only satisfies human curiosity
about deviant behavior but also equips professionals and communities with
tools to foster safer, healthier societies. By appreciating the complex
interplay of factors that lead to crime, we can better support individuals in
making choices that benefit themselves and those around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the psychology of crime and delinquency?

The psychology of crime and delinquency is the study of the mental processes,
behaviors, and social factors that contribute to criminal and delinquent
behavior. It seeks to understand why individuals engage in unlawful acts and
how psychological traits influence such behaviors.

How do childhood experiences influence criminal
behavior?

Childhood experiences, such as exposure to abuse, neglect, or dysfunctional
family environments, can significantly influence the development of criminal
behavior by impacting emotional regulation, social skills, and moral
development.



What role does personality play in delinquency?

Certain personality traits, such as impulsivity, aggression, and lack of
empathy, have been linked to higher risks of delinquent behavior.
Psychological assessments often examine these traits to understand an
individual's propensity for crime.

Can mental health disorders contribute to criminal
behavior?

Yes, some mental health disorders, particularly those involving impaired
judgment, impulse control, or aggression (e.g., antisocial personality
disorder, substance abuse disorders), can increase the likelihood of engaging
in criminal acts.

How does peer influence affect juvenile delinquency?

Peer influence plays a critical role in juvenile delinquency, as adolescents
are susceptible to peer pressure and may engage in criminal activities to
gain acceptance, status, or due to negative peer group norms.

What psychological theories explain criminal
behavior?

Several psychological theories explain criminal behavior, including the
social learning theory (crime is learned through interaction), cognitive
theory (criminals have faulty thinking patterns), and psychodynamic theory
(unresolved unconscious conflicts).

How can understanding the psychology of crime aid in
rehabilitation?

Understanding the psychological factors behind crime allows for tailored
rehabilitation programs that address underlying issues like cognitive
distortions, emotional problems, and social skills deficits, thereby reducing
recidivism.

What is the impact of socio—-economic factors on
delinquency from a psychological perspective?

Socio-economic factors such as poverty, lack of education, and community
disorganization can create stress and limited opportunities, which
psychologically increase the risk of delinquent behavior by fostering
feelings of frustration, hopelessness, and alienation.

Additional Resources

Psychology of Crime and Delinquency: Understanding the Mind Behind Offending
Behavior

psychology of crime and delinquency delves into the complex interplay between
human behavior, mental processes, and the commission of criminal acts. This
multidisciplinary field bridges psychology, criminology, and sociology to



explore why individuals engage in illegal or antisocial conduct. By examining
cognitive, emotional, and environmental factors, experts aim to uncover
patterns and motivations underlying criminal activities, which in turn
informs prevention, intervention, and rehabilitation strategies.

The psychology of crime and delinquency is pivotal in reshaping how society
perceives offenders—not simply as perpetrators of wrongdoing but as
individuals influenced by an array of psychological and situational dynamics.
Over the decades, research has evolved from simplistic attributions of crime
to moral failings or biological determinism, toward nuanced models
incorporating personality traits, developmental history, social context, and
neuropsychological functioning.

Foundations of the Psychology of Crime and
Delinquency

At its core, the psychology of crime and delinquency investigates the mental
and emotional processes that contribute to criminal behavior. This includes
studying personality disorders, cognitive distortions, impulse control, and
the influence of childhood experiences. Unlike purely sociological
perspectives that emphasize external factors such as poverty or peer
pressure, psychological approaches seek to understand internal mechanisms
that predispose someone toward offending.

One foundational theory is the Social Learning Theory, which posits that
individuals acquire criminal behavior through observation and imitation of
others, particularly in environments where crime is normalized. This theory
highlights the role of family dynamics, peer groups, and media exposure in
shaping attitudes toward lawfulness or deviance.

Another essential framework is the Biosocial Model, which integrates genetic
predispositions with environmental triggers. According to this model, certain
neurobiological factors, such as impulsivity or aggression linked to brain
structure or chemistry, may increase vulnerability to delinquency, especially
when combined with adverse social conditions.

Cognitive and Personality Factors

Cognitive distortions—biased or faulty ways of thinking—are frequently
observed in offenders. Examples include justifying harmful actions,
minimizing the impact on victims, or externalizing blame. These thought
patterns can perpetuate criminal behavior by reducing feelings of guilt or
social responsibility.

Personality traits, such as high levels of psychopathy, impulsivity, or low
empathy, have been extensively studied in relation to crime. Psychopathy,
characterized by superficial charm, lack of remorse, and manipulativeness, is
strongly correlated with violent and recidivist offenders. However, it is
crucial to distinguish between clinical psychopathy and broader antisocial
tendencies that may manifest in less severe forms.



Developmental Perspectives on Delinquency

The trajectory toward criminal behavior often begins early in life, making
developmental psychology critical in understanding delinquency. Early
childhood experiences, including exposure to abuse, neglect, or inconsistent
parenting, can disrupt emotional regulation and socialization processes.

The Role of Childhood Trauma and Attachment

Research consistently links childhood trauma to later offending. Physical or
emotional abuse, neglect, and household dysfunction increase the risk of
antisocial behavior by altering stress responses and impairing trust
formation. Attachment theory elucidates how insecure or disorganized
attachment patterns in infancy may hinder empathy development and promote
hostility toward others.

Adolescent Brain Development and Risk Taking

Neurological studies reveal that the adolescent brain undergoes significant
remodeling, particularly in areas responsible for impulse control, decision-
making, and risk assessment. The prefrontal cortex matures more slowly than
the limbic system, which governs emotions and reward sensitivity. This
imbalance can predispose youth to experimentation, peer influence, and risk-
taking behaviors, including delingquency.

Environmental and Social Influences

While psychological factors provide insight into individual predispositions,
social and environmental contexts profoundly shape the manifestation of crime
and delinquency. Socioeconomic status, neighborhood characteristics,
educational opportunities, and peer networks all influence behavior.

Community and Socioeconomic Factors

Areas marked by poverty, unemployment, and social disorganization tend to
have higher rates of criminal activity. Limited access to resources and
positive role models can foster feelings of alienation and frustration, which
may be expressed through delinquency. Moreover, community norms and
collective efficacy play roles in either curbing or enabling crime.

Peer Influence and Subcultures

Adolescents and young adults are particularly susceptible to peer pressure.
Association with delinquent peers increases the likelihood of engaging in
criminal acts through reinforcement of deviant norms and mutual
encouragement. Subcultural theories emphasize that certain groups develop
values conflicting with mainstream society, legitimizing crime as a means of



status or survival.

Psychological Assessment and Intervention

Understanding the psychology of crime and delinquency has practical
implications for law enforcement, judicial systems, and mental health
professionals. Psychological assessments help identify risk factors, mental
health disorders, and treatment needs among offenders.

Risk Assessment Tools

Various instruments, such as the Hare Psychopathy Checklist or the Level of
Service Inventory, evaluate an individual’s propensity for violence,
recidivism, or specific types of offenses. These tools aid in sentencing
decisions, parole evaluations, and tailoring rehabilitation programs.

Therapeutic Approaches

Interventions targeting cognitive-behavioral patterns have shown efficacy in
reducing recidivism. Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) addresses distortions
and teaches coping skills, impulse control, and problem-solving. Family
therapy and multisystemic therapy are beneficial, especially for juvenile
offenders, by improving family dynamics and social supports.

Pharmacological treatments may also be considered when underlying psychiatric
conditions such as depression, anxiety, or psychosis contribute to criminal
behavior. However, ethical considerations and individualized assessments are
paramount.

Challenges and Future Directions in Crime
Psychology

Despite advances, the psychology of crime and delinquency faces ongoing
challenges. One major issue is the heterogeneity of offenders—there is no
single psychological profile that fits all criminals. Factors vary widely by
crime type, cultural background, and individual history, complicating
research and intervention.

Ethical dilemmas arise in balancing public safety with the rights and dignity
of offenders, particularly concerning predictive tools that may stigmatize or
unfairly label individuals. Additionally, integrating biological,
psychological, and social data into comprehensive models remains a complex
task.

Emerging technologies, such as neuroimaging and genetic analysis, offer
promising avenues for deeper understanding but require cautious application
to avoid deterministic interpretations. Future research increasingly
emphasizes trauma-informed approaches and the impact of systemic inequalities
on offending behavior.



The psychology of crime and delinquency continues to evolve, striving to
unravel the intricate tapestry of human behavior that leads to
transgressions. By blending empirical evidence with compassionate insights,
this field enhances the potential for effective prevention, Jjustice, and
rehabilitation, ultimately contributing to safer and more equitable
societies.
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Edward K. Morris, Curtis J. Braukmann, 2012-12-06 The systematic application of behavioral
psychology to crime and delinquency was begun only 20 years ago, yet it has already contributed
significantly to our practical knowledge about prevention and correction and to our general under
standing of a pressing social problem. In this handbook, we review and evalu ate what has been
accomplished to date, as well as what is currently at the leading edge of the field. We do so in order
to present a clear, comprehensive, and systematic view of the field and to promote and encourage
still more effective action and social policy reform in the future. The chapters in this text have been
written by professionals who were among the original innovators in applying behavioral psychology
to crime and delinquency and who continue to make critical contributions to the field's progress, and
by a new generation of energetic, young professionals who are taking the field in important and
innovative directions. The contributors have attempted to review and evaluate their areas with
critical dispassion, to pro vide thorough but not overly specialized discussion of their material, and
to draw implications for how research, application, and social policy might be improved in the
future. For our part as editors, we have tried to foster integra tion across the chapters and to
provide background and conceptual material of our own.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Current Perspectives in Forensic Psychology and
Criminal Behavior Curt R. Bartol, Anne M. Bartol, 2008 This analysis of the current trends in
forensic psychology considers the following topics: police and investigative psychology; criminal and
delinquent behaviour; victimology and victim services; psychology and the courts; and correctional
psychology.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Developmental Theories Of Crime And Delinquency
Terence P. Thornberry, In Developmental Theories of Crime and Delinquency, Terence P.
Thornberry and his contributors show that criminal behavior is not a static human attribute, but
ebbs and flows over the life course of the individual. Criminal behavior tends to follow a distinct
psychological pattern. It is relatively uncommon during childhood, is initiated by most offenders
during adolescence, flourishes during late adolescence and early childhood, and usually diminishes
or disappears by the mid-twenties. This pattern is not characteristic of all people--some never
commit crimes and others become career criminals--but it is a general description of the
developmental pattern of criminal offenders. This pattern has profound implications for theories of
crime and delinquency. Not only does it explain initiation into, maintenance of, and desistance from
involvement in crime, it offers insight into why crime flourishes during adolescence. Traditional
theories of crime and delinquency have often failed to distinguish among different phases of criminal
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careers. They tend to ignore developmental changes that occur across a person's life course,
changes that coincide with and can explain the causes and patterns of criminal behavior. This
paperback edition of the seventh volume of the distinguished series Advances in Criminological
Theory moves us from static identifications of the criminal by presenting a broad range of
developmental explanations of crime. Each contributor articulates a developmental or life course
perspective in explaining how people become involved in delinquency and crime. Each covers a wide
range of theoretical territory and reveals how a developmental perspective enhances the explanatory
power of traditional theories of crime and delinquency. This volume is an invaluable tool for
criminologists, sociologists, psychologists, and other professionals seeking to teach how crime and
violence can be understood in our culture.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Juvenile Delinquency Kirk Heilbrun, Naomi E. Sevin
Goldstein, Richard E. Redding, 2005-03-17 Juvenile offending and anti-social behavior are enormous
societal concerns. This broad-reaching volume summarizes the current evidence on prevention,
diversion, causes, and rates of delinquency, as well as assessment of risk and intervention needs. A
distinguished cast of contributors from law, psychology, and psychiatry describe what we know
about interventions in school, community, and residential contexts, focusing particularly on
interventions that are risk reducing and cost effective. Equally important, each chapter comments on
what is not well supported through research, distinguishing aspects of current practice that are
likely to be effective from those that are not and mapping new directions for research, policy, and
practice. Finally, the volume provides a description of a model curriculum for training legal and
mental health professionals on conducting relevant assessments of adolescents for the courts.
Effectively bridging research and practice, this will be an important resource for legal and mental
health professionals involved in the juvenile justice system, policy makers seeking humane but
effective interventions in the context of society's need for safety, and those involved in teaching
about and training in juvenile delinquency.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Handbook of Scales for Research in Crime and
Delinquency Stanley L. Brodsky, H. O'Neal Smitherman, 2013-06-29 In contrast to the great
diversity of other crime and delinquency research measures, those drawn from the CPI and the
MMPI have much in common. They are taken from standardized instruments administered under
controlled conditions, with known stimulus properties and validity indicators. The CPI and MMPI
measures will frequently be instruments of choice in research on personality and psychodynamics of
offenders. CHAPTER 6 Law Enforcement and Police This chapter encompasses a variety of scales
that refer to law enforcement or police agencies. Unfortunately, in the case of many scales, these
terms are used simply with the assumption that the respondents understand the concepts and use
them in the same way as researchers. In other cases, however, specific policing functions are
identified and described. As noted in Chapter 3, a standard order of scale presentation is followed.
First the attitudes scales are presented, followed by the behavior ratings, per sonality measures,
milieu ratings, prediction measures and finally the very broad category of description. After the
reviews are completed within each subcategory, other scales in that category are listed. (See
Chapter 2 for a description of the criteria that were used in deciding upon whether a scale would be
reviewed or simply listed. ) Listed scales are presented by title and bibliographic reference, followed
by a very brief description.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Juvenile Delinquency Tom D. Kennedy, David Detullio,
Danielle H. Millen, 2020-03-25 This brief explores the current theories, trends, risk factors, and
intervention efforts related to juvenile crime. Although arrest rates for juveniles in the US have
declined over the last two decades, the amount of severe crimes warrants increased examination as
the US reports higher rates than most other developed countries. The authors examine individual,
family, and environmental risk and protective factors for juvenile crime, while considering the need
for better integration of treatment into critically at-risk areas of the community. Covering notable
topics of interest for researchers and public policy makers alike, this brief provides an overview of
factors and trends related to juvenile crime, aiming to support more effective, evidence-based



treatment and prevention.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Delinquency and Crime J. David Hawkins, 1996-03-29
Why is crime persistent over generations, within families and within certain individuals? Is crime the
manifestation of an inherited latent trait or the result of a failure of socialization and norm-setting
processes? Why do youths commit crimes? Delinquency and Crime contains essays by nine leading
criminologists that seek to answer these and other questions by describing current theories of crime
and the research evidence that supports them. The authors' views on crime causation go beyond
traditional criminological theories of strain, cultural deviance, social control, differential association
and social learning to present emerging and integrated models of the origins of crime, including
antisocial peer socialization, social development, interactional theory, behavior genetics, and
community determinants. Each essay explores the practical implication of the authors' theoretical
work for crime prevention and control.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Human Development and Criminal Behavior Michael
Tonry, Lloyd E. Ohlin, David P. Farrington, 2012-12-06 Human Development and Criminal Behavior
proposes an exten- sive agenda for crime research. The book is part of a pio- neering effort to
understand the causes of crime, particu- larly its developmental course. It defines and sets the con-
ditions necessary to conduct an accelerated longitudinal study of individuals at risk to become
engaged in criminal careers. This work offers a blueprint for research to eluci- date and possibly
prevent crime in our society.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Taking Stock of Delinquency Terence P.
Thornberry, Marvin D. Krohn, 2003 This volume is the comprehensive synthesis of the empirical
findings of seven important ongoing longitudinal studies of delinquency. It aims to examine the
extent to which these studies answer the basic question of the origins of delinquent and criminal
careers despite their varying guiding theories, methods, and settings. This book is an important
resource for criminologists, psychologists, sociologists, and students on juvenile delinquency,
criminology, developmental psychology, and deviant behavior.

psychology of crime and delinquency: The Causes of Delinquency in Boys of Superior
Intelligence John Christian Tjaden, 1923

psychology of crime and delinquency: Companions in Crime Mark Warr, 2002-02-18
Criminologists often allude to 'peer influence' in explanations of crime and delinquency, but the
meaning of that concept rarely receives careful attention. Companions in Crime organizes the
extensive literature on peer influence and group delinquency into a coherent form for the first time.
Chapters focus on the role of peers over the life course, the group nature of delinquent behavior,
and the applicability of peer influence for explaining the major features of delinquent behavior. The
most extensive chapter of the book examines possible mechanisms of peer influence and the
evidence in favor of each. The principal thesis of Companions in Crime is that deviant behavior is
predominantly social behavior, and criminologists must eventually determine the significance of that
fact.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Sociological Aspects of Crime and Delinquency
(Routledge Revivals) Michael Phillipson, 2014-10-14 The field of crime and delinquency attracts a
great deal of heated and partial opinion, prejudice and other forms of mal-thinking. When there is a
scientific approach there tends to be a psychological explanation. This book, first published in 1971,
is a corrective to both trends. It is a discussion of criminal behaviour in relation to a wide range of
behaviours which could be called deviance and regards the whole field from the sociological point of
view. The whole discussion is related to social policy, and is vital reading for students of sociology
and criminology.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Children and Crime Connie M. Tang, 2018-08-02
Children and Crime offers a multidisciplinary and research-based approach to the study of child
maltreatment and juvenile delinquency. Connie M. Tang first examines children as victims of
maltreatment, exploring how developmental trauma and societal factors influence children’s
behavior and psyche. Topics covered include child neglect, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and



psychological abuse. Later chapters address how children come into conflict with the law and
discuss gang membership and substance abuse. Engaging, real-life case studies illustrate the
intersectionality of race, gender, and crime, as well as the role of Child Protective Services and
juvenile courts. In particular, Tang examines how abuse and neglect can later play a role in a child’s
delinquency. Children and Crime provides an innovative and accessible text for psychology, social
work, and criminal justice courses in child abuse, neglect, and delinquency.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Studies in the Psychology of Delinquency Grace
Winifred Pailthorpe, 1932

psychology of crime and delinquency: The Development of Persistent Criminality Joanne
Savage, 2009-02-03 The Development of Persistent Criminality addresses one of the most pressing
problems of modern criminology: Why do some individuals become chronic, persistent offenders?
Because chronic offenders are responsible for the majority of serious crimes committed,
understanding which individuals will become chronic offenders is an important step in helping us
develop interventions. This volume bridges the gap between the criminological literature, which has
recently focused on the existence of various criminal trajectories, and the developmental psychology
literature, which has focused on risk factors for conduct problems and delinquency. In it, chapters
by some of the most widely published authors in this area unite to contribute to a knowledge base
which will be the next major milestone in the field of criminology. The authors of this volume
represent a unique gathering of international, interdisciplinary social problem so that we can
prevent the enormous human and economic costs associated with serious crimes, these authors
share their insights and findings on topics such as families and parenting, poverty, stressful life
events, social support, biology and genetics, early onset, foster care, educational programs for
juvenile offenders, deterrence, and chronic offending among females. Significant attention is paid
throughout to longitudinal studies of offending. Several authors also share new theoretical
approaches to understanding persistence and chronicity in offending, including an expansion of the
conceptualization of the etiology of self-control, a discussion of offender resistance to social control,
a dynamic developmental systems approach to understanding offending in young adulthood, and the
application of Wikstrom's situational action theory to persistent offending.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Adolescent Reputations and Risk Annemaree Carroll,
Stephen Houghton, Kevin Durkin, John A. Hattie, 2009-04-05 The news of teenagers and even
younger children committing ever more serious and violent crimes continues to shock and baffle.
The escalating psychological and social toll of youth crime is being paid by all - from victims to
offenders to parents and siblings to teachers and to the community as a whole. Adolescent
Reputations and Risk looks beyond traditional theories to examine, from a solid empirical basis, the
motivation and values that make some young people choose antisocial over positive behavior,
resulting in potent new insights and possible solutions to this ongoing problem. Synthesizing 15
years of research with delinquent youth, this volume describes the volatile dynamic of child and
adolescent social worlds, emphasizing reputation enhancement and goal-setting as bases underlying
deviant behavior. In innovative and accessible terms, Adolescent Reputations and Risk addresses
delinquency throughout the course of childhood and adolescence, offers the first detailed
explanation of delinquency by integrating goal-setting and reputation enhancement theories,
provides evidence analyzing deviant trends in goal-setting and reputation enhancement terms
among primary and high school students, answers key questions on topics such as impulsivity, drug
and inhalant use, early-childhood psychopathy, links between ADHD and aggression, and the
psychology of loners and includes current data on interventions for at-risk youth, including family
and school methods, cognitive-behavioral therapy, wilderness and boot camp programs, and
interactive multimedia strategies. This volume is an essential resource for clinical child, school, and
counseling psychologists; social workers; and allied education and community mental health
professionals and practitioners.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Prospective Studies of Crime and Delinquency
K.T. van Dusen, Sarnoff A. Mednick, 2012-12-06 Katherine Teilmann Van Dusen and Sarnoff A.



Mednick This introduction delineates what we consider to be three of the most important
impediments to the advance of knowledge in the field of criminology. The most fundamental need is
for more studies of the nature and progress of criminal and delinquent careers. The second need is
for more prospective, longitudinal studies of the etiology of crime and delinquency. The third need
concerns the lack of interdisciplinary research toward a more integrated understanding of
delinquent and criminal behavior. Criminal and Delinquent Careers The birth cohort study by
Wolfgang, Figlio and Sellin (1972) was heralded by many (Farrington, 1973; Erickson, 1973; Weis,
1974) as a landmark which allowed researchers to study the course of delinquency without the usual
sampling biases that plagued other, cross-sectional research. For the first time, we could get a
reasonable picture of when delinquency usually starts, what proportion of the population engages in
delinquency, what types of delinquencies they engage in, what proportion continue, and so on. Cross
sectional studies do not permit the investigation of careers because cross 1 PROSPECTIVE STUDIES
OF CRIME AND DELINQUENCY 2 sectional sampling includes only portions of careers for many of
the individuals sampled. This is just one of the many problems that restricted researchers' ability to
study the nature of criminal careers.

psychology of crime and delinquency: Causes of Conduct Disorder and Juvenile
Delinquency Benjamin B. Lahey, Terrie E. Moffitt, Avshalom Caspi, 2003-05-22 A great deal has
been learned about serious child and adolescent conduct problems, but their causes are still not well
understood. This book brings together an international group of leading authorities to advance
specific, testable hypotheses about the causes of conduct disorder and juvenile delinquency. Four
general causal models are delineated: the social learning model, the developmental pathways model,
an integrative antisocial propensity model, and an integrative ecological/developmental model. Also
provided are models focusing on specific aspects of the origins of conduct problems, including
contextual, psychological, and biological influences. The authors present significant, original
theoretical work and map out the kinds of further studies needed to confirm or disconfirm their new
or revised hypotheses.

psychology of crime and delinquency: The Psychology of Crime David Abrahamsen, 1960
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