the community of the beloved disciple

The Community of the Beloved Disciple: Exploring Faith, Identity, and Early Christian Life

the community of the beloved disciple stands as a fascinating and pivotal element in
the study of early Christianity. Rooted in the Johannine tradition, this community
represents not only a group of early followers but also a unique spiritual and theological
identity that shaped the Gospel of John and other related writings. Understanding who
they were, what they believed, and how they functioned sheds light on the development of
Christian thought and the dynamics of faith communities in the first century.

Who Were the Beloved Disciple and His
Community?

The term "beloved disciple" is most famously associated with the Gospel of John, where an
unnamed follower of Jesus is portrayed as the disciple whom Jesus loved. Although the
identity of this figure remains debated, the community linked to him is widely recognized
by scholars as a distinct group of early Christians who shared particular theological
emphases and social practices.

Origins and Identity

The community of the beloved disciple likely originated in a specific region, possibly
Ephesus or another area in Asia Minor, where early Christian groups gathered and
developed their interpretation of Jesus' life and teachings. This community is thought to
have produced the Gospel of John, the three Johannine epistles, and perhaps the Book of
Revelation, texts that reflect their unique worldview.

Their identity was closely tied to their relationship with Jesus, emphasizing intimacy and
personal connection, as symbolized by the beloved disciple. This intimate portrayal
contrasted with other early Christian communities that focused more on Jesus’ role as
Messiah or Teacher. The beloved disciple’s community highlighted love, eternal life, and
the presence of the Spirit in distinct and profound ways.

Distinctive Theological Emphases

One of the defining characteristics of the community of the beloved disciple is its
theological outlook. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), the
Johannine writings stress themes such as light versus darkness, truth, and the deep love
between Jesus and his followers.

Key theological elements include:



- *High Christology:** The community viewed Jesus not only as the Messiah but as the
pre-existent Word (Logos) who was with God and was God.

- **Love as Central Command:** Love among believers and love for God are paramount,
reflecting Jesus’ new commandment.

- **Eternal Life:** This is not just a future hope but a present reality experienced through
faith.

- **The Role of the Holy Spirit:** The Paraclete, or Advocate, is sent to guide and teach
believers after Jesus' departure.

These emphases set the beloved disciple's community apart and provide a lens through
which to interpret their writings and practices.

Social and Religious Life in the Community of the
Beloved Disciple

Understanding the lived experience of this community offers insights into how early
Christians organized themselves and practiced their faith amid challenges.

Community Practices and Worship

The community of the beloved disciple likely gathered regularly for fellowship, prayer, and
instruction. Their worship centered on the remembrance of Jesus’ teachings and the
celebration of sacraments such as baptism and the Eucharist, framed by their unique
theological perspectives.

Their gatherings were marked by:

- **Shared meals:** Reflecting unity and love.

- *Reading and interpreting Scripture:** Especially the Johannine texts.

- **Mutual support:** Care for widows, the poor, and those in need was a hallmark of early
Christian communities and probably true here as well.

Relationship with the Broader Christian Movement

While the beloved disciple’s community shared core Christian beliefs, they sometimes
found themselves at odds with other groups. The Johannine letters hint at internal
conflicts and external opposition, including disputes over doctrinal issues and challenges
posed by "false teachers" or "antichrists."

This tension reveals how early Christianity was not monolithic but a mosaic of
communities negotiating identity and belief. The community's emphasis on love and truth
was both a response to and a defense against these conflicts.



The Impact of the Community of the Beloved
Disciple on Christian Theology and Scripture

The legacy of this community extends far beyond its historical moment. Their
contributions influenced the trajectory of Christian theology and the development of the
New Testament canon.

Contribution to the New Testament

The Gospel of John, attributed to the beloved disciple’s community, stands out for its
poetic language, profound symbolism, and theological depth. It introduces readers to a
Jesus who is both divine and intimately connected to believers.

The three Johannine epistles address practical and theological concerns within the
community, emphasizing love, truth, and warning against deception. The Book of
Revelation, attributed by some scholars to the same community or its circle, offers an
apocalyptic vision that has inspired Christian hope and resilience through centuries.

Influence on Christian Worship and Devotion

The Johannine emphasis on love and unity has profoundly shaped Christian spirituality.
Concepts like "abiding in Christ" and the centrality of love as the fulfillment of the law
remain foundational in Christian teaching.

Moreover, the portrayal of Jesus as the Logos has been crucial in theological discussions
about the nature of Christ, contributing to the formulation of doctrines such as the Trinity.

Why Study the Community of the Beloved Disciple
Today?

Exploring the community of the beloved disciple is not just an academic exercise; it has
real implications for contemporary faith and understanding.

Insights for Modern Christian Communities

Modern believers can learn from the beloved disciple’s community about maintaining faith
amid conflict, emphasizing love as the core of discipleship, and embracing a deep,
personal relationship with Jesus. Their example encourages a spirituality that is both
intellectually robust and warmly relational.



Encouraging Interfaith and Historical Dialogue

Studying this community also opens doors for dialogue between different Christian
traditions and with other faiths. Understanding the diversity within early Christianity
highlights the richness of its heritage and the ongoing journey of faith communities
toward unity and truth.

The story and influence of the community of the beloved disciple continue to resonate,
inviting believers and scholars alike to delve deeper into the mysteries of faith, love, and
community. Their unique perspective offers a timeless reminder that at the heart of
Christianity lies a call to love and to be loved in return.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are considered the members of the Community of
the Beloved Disciple?

The Community of the Beloved Disciple is traditionally understood to be the early
Christian group associated with the Apostle John, including his followers and those who
preserved his teachings and writings.

What is the significance of the Community of the
Beloved Disciple in early Christianity?

The Community of the Beloved Disciple played a crucial role in shaping Johannine
literature, such as the Gospel of John, the Epistles of John, and Revelation, emphasizing
themes like love, truth, and eternal life.

How does the Community of the Beloved Disciple differ
from other early Christian communities?

This community is distinguished by its unique theological perspectives, such as a high
Christology, focus on spiritual love, and a distinct literary style found in the Johannine
texts, setting it apart from Pauline or Synoptic traditions.

What historical evidence supports the existence of the
Community of the Beloved Disciple?

Historical evidence includes early church writings referencing the 'beloved disciple,' the
distinct Johannine corpus attributed to this community, and archaeological findings
related to early Christian worship practices linked to John’s followers.



How does the concept of the Beloved Disciple influence
Christian spirituality today?

The Beloved Disciple serves as a model of intimate discipleship with Jesus, inspiring
Christians to cultivate personal relationship with Christ, live in love, and seek deeper
spiritual insight as emphasized in the Johannine tradition.

What role does the Community of the Beloved Disciple
play in biblical scholarship?

Scholars study the Community of the Beloved Disciple to better understand the
composition, theology, and historical context of Johannine literature, shedding light on
early Christian diversity and doctrinal development.

Additional Resources

The Community of the Beloved Disciple: An Investigative Review

the community of the beloved disciple represents a unique and influential strand
within early Christian history, often linked to the Johannine corpus of the New Testament.
This community, traditionally associated with the figure of the “beloved disciple”
mentioned in the Gospel of John, has been the subject of extensive scholarly examination
due to its distinct theological perspectives and social dynamics. Understanding this
community sheds light not only on early Christian identity formation but also on the
development of key Christian doctrines and ecclesiastical structures.

Historical and Theological Context of the
Community of the Beloved Disciple

The notion of the community of the beloved disciple emerges primarily from the analysis of
the Gospel of John, the three Johannine epistles, and the Book of Revelation. Scholars
often posit that these texts reflect the beliefs and experiences of a particular group or
community that revered a central figure known as the “beloved disciple.” Unlike the
Synoptic Gospels, which emphasize the Twelve Apostles collectively, the Johannine
writings focus heavily on themes of love, truth, and intimate knowledge of Jesus, which
many scholars interpret as hallmarks of this community’s worldview.

The community is generally thought to have existed during the late first century CE,
possibly in Asia Minor, a region with significant early Christian activity. This dating
situates the community at a time of both internal theological development and external
pressures, including persecution and doctrinal disputes. The Johannine community’s
writings suggest a group grappling with issues of identity, separation from mainstream
Jewish practices, and the challenge of maintaining cohesion amidst divergent teachings.



Distinctive Features of the Johannine Community

Several key features differentiate the community of the beloved disciple from other early
Christian groups:

e Theological Emphasis on Love and Truth: The community’s texts prioritize the
concepts of agape (self-giving love) and divine truth, which serve as foundational
principles for communal life and spiritual understanding.

e Christology: Their high Christology emphasizes the pre-existence and divinity of
Jesus Christ, portraying him as the incarnate Word (Logos) and the source of eternal
life.

e Conflict with “the World” and “the Jews”: The Johannine writings reflect tensions
with external groups, often referred to as “the world” or “the Jews,” which many
scholars interpret as either literal opponents or symbolizing broader ideological and
religious conflicts.

* Role of the Beloved Disciple: The community venerates the beloved disciple as a
model of faithfulness and eyewitness testimony, providing a unique lens through
which the life and teachings of Jesus are understood.

Relationship with Broader Early Christianity

The community of the beloved disciple did not exist in isolation. Its theological
perspectives and liturgical practices influenced and were influenced by wider Christian
movements. However, the community’s apparent separation from mainstream Jewish
worship and its distinctive interpretations led to some degree of marginalization within
early Christianity.

Comparatively, while Pauline communities focused heavily on faith and grace, and Petrine
groups emphasized ecclesiastical authority and Jewish law, the Johannine community
stressed personal knowledge of Christ, love among believers, and spiritual enlightenment.
This diversity within early Christianity highlights the complexity of early Christian identity
formation and the various pathways through which Christian doctrine evolved.

Textual Evidence and Scholarly Interpretations

The primary sources illuminating the community of the beloved disciple include the Gospel
of John, the epistles (1 John, 2 John, and 3 John), and the Book of Revelation. Each text
provides insights into the community’s beliefs, challenges, and self-understanding.



The Gospel of John and the Beloved Disciple

The Gospel of John is the cornerstone text for understanding the community. The repeated
references to the “disciple whom Jesus loved” distinguish this figure from the Twelve
Apostles and emphasize a unique, intimate relationship with Christ. The community likely
saw itself as embodying the spiritual insights and faithfulness exemplified by this disciple.

The Gospel’s narrative style, theological depth, and symbolic language suggest it was
crafted to address a community facing internal disputes and external rejection. The
emphasis on eternal life, the Paraclete (Holy Spirit), and sacramental themes such as the
“bread of life” and “living water” reflect a rich theological tradition aimed at nurturing
both faith and communal identity.

Epistles of John: Community Dynamics and Ethical
Concerns

The three Johannine epistles offer a glimpse into the community’s internal dynamics. They
address issues such as false teaching, ethical behavior, and the importance of love as a
defining mark of true believers. For instance, 1 John counters docetic tendencies that
denied Jesus’ full humanity, reinforcing the community’s Christological commitments.

Moreover, these letters reveal a community striving to maintain unity and orthodoxy amid
doctrinal conflicts. The emphasis on love as both a commandment and evidence of genuine
faith indicates a community deeply concerned with ethical living and relational harmony.

Revelation and Apocalyptic Expectations

While the Book of Revelation’s authorship and connection to the Johannine community
remain debated, many scholars acknowledge thematic and linguistic links. Revelation’s
apocalyptic vision may reflect the community’s hope for divine vindication and ultimate
justice in the face of persecution.

This text adds a layer of eschatological urgency to the community’s worldview,
emphasizing perseverance, faithfulness, and the eventual triumph of God’s kingdom.

Implications for Modern Scholarship and
Theology

The study of the community of the beloved disciple has significant implications for biblical
scholarship, theology, and church history. It challenges simplistic readings of the New
Testament and invites a nuanced appreciation of early Christian diversity.



Contemporary Scholarly Debates

A major area of debate concerns the identity of the beloved disciple. Traditional views
often identify him with John the Apostle, while modern scholarship proposes alternative
candidates or even symbolic interpretations. This ambiguity reflects broader uncertainties
about authorship and the transmission of early Christian texts.

Furthermore, scholars explore the community’s relationship to emerging orthodoxy, its
role in shaping Johannine literature, and its responses to theological controversies such as
Gnosticism and Judaizing tendencies.

Theological Contributions and Challenges

The community’s emphasis on love as central to Christian life has deeply influenced
Christian ethics. Its high Christology and sacramental theology continue to inform
doctrinal formulations and liturgical practices.

However, the community’s apparent exclusivism and polemics against “the Jews” have
also raised ethical and historical concerns. Modern theologians and historians critically
examine these aspects to prevent misappropriation and to promote interfaith
understanding.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of the
Community of the Beloved Disciple

While the community of the beloved disciple is rooted in a specific historical and cultural
context, its legacy persists in contemporary Christian thought and practice. Its distinctive
blend of theology, ethics, and community identity offers valuable perspectives on faith,
witness, and communal life.

Ongoing research continues to uncover new dimensions of this community, enriching our
understanding of early Christianity’s multifaceted nature. By investigating the community
of the beloved disciple, scholars and believers alike gain a deeper appreciation for the
complex origins of Christian faith and the enduring quest for truth and love within the
Christian tradition.
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the community of the beloved disciple: The Community of the Beloved Disciple Raymond
Edward Brown, 1979 This study in Johannine ecclesiology reconstructs the history of one Christian
community in the first century -- a community whose life from its inception to its last hour is
reflected in the Gospel and Epistles of John. It was a community that struggled with the world, with
the Jews, and with other Christians. Eventually the struggle spread even to its own ranks. It was, in
short, a community not unlike the Church of today. This book offers a different view of the
traditional Johannine eagle. In the Gospel the eagle soars above the earth, but with talons bared for
the fray. In the Epistles we discover the eaglets tearing at each other for possession of the nest --
Back cover.

the community of the beloved disciple: The Community of the Beloved Disciple Raymond
Edward Brown, 2024 This reprint of Raymond Brown's The Community of the Beloved Disciple
includes a new foreword by Paul N. Anderson that provides an updated overview of the book, the
book's receptions, and developments in the Johannine scholarship--

the community of the beloved disciple: Community of the Beloved Disciple, The Brown,
Raymond E., The life, loves and hates of an individual church in New Testament times. Considers the
life and writings of St. John.

the community of the beloved disciple: The Community of the beloved disciple Raymond
Edward Brown, 1996

the community of the beloved disciple: The Community of the Beloved Disciple Raymond E.
Brown, 1979-04-01

the community of the beloved disciple: The Community of the Beloved Disciple Raymond E.
Brown, 1979

the community of the beloved disciple: Peter and the Beloved Disciple Kevin Quast,
1989-10-01 The common supposition that the Fourth Gospel presents a rivalry between Peter and
the Beloved Disciple, in which Peter is subordinated to the hero of the Johannine Community, is here
subjected to fresh scrutiny. After establishing working hypotheses regarding the Johannine
Community and the function of representative figures in the Fourth Gospel, the author first
examines the function of Peter independently of the Beloved Disciple. Here, he is the exemplary
leader of 'the Twelve'. In those passages where the two characters are juxtaposed, it is evident that
the Beloved Disciple is not inordinately exalted above Peter, who in fact enjoys a comparable status.
Peter and the Beloved Disciple have complementary roles to play in relation to Jesus and his
unfolding 'hour'. John 20 shows the Beloved Disciple as the example of a true believing disciple of
Jesus, while concerned to give appropriate respect and support to the 'Apostolic' stream of traditions
associated with Peter. The Gospel appendix, ch. 21, is concerned to hold together both sorts of
traditions and allegiances. Finally, the author shows how the Gospel as a whole works coherently to
encourage a wider view of Christian 'intercommunity’ unity after the death of the Beloved Disciple.

the community of the beloved disciple: An Introduction to Language in the Johannine
Community David Kaczmarek, T.O.R., 2008-04-30 The Bible is probably the most enduring book in
all of Western History, yet modern day readers can easily forget that each book of the Bible is the
product of inspired, yet very human authorship. This is particularly evident in the New Testament,
as inspired authors address the real needs of their communities through their work. Biblical scholar
Fr. David Kaczmarek, T.O.R. examines how the authorship of the Gospel according to John, using the
evolving language concepts of their Christian community, told the story of Jesus in unique fashion
and responded to issues in the life of the local church.

the community of the beloved disciple: The Church, Community of Salvation George Henry
Tavard, 1992 This book attempts to outline a theology of the Church for the twenty-first century.
Starting from a principle that was enunciated in Paul VI's first encyclical (Ecclesiam suam), it finds
its focus in the awareness of being the Church that is implied in the profession of the Christian faith.
It takes full account of the contemporary manner of reading Scripture, and it sees the tradition as an
unfinished forward movement. The ecumenical dialogues and the encounter with religions that were



the fruits of Vatican Council IT contribute to the discussion. The future of the Church is anticipated
in light of scientific findings regarding the shape and history of the universe. This ecclesiology is
profoundly Cathohlic, experiential, and Trinitarian.

the community of the beloved disciple: The Beloved Disciple James H. Charlesworth, 1995
The Gospel of John refers five times to the disciple whom Jesus loved. From the second through the
present century, scholars have sought to identify this disciple, traditionally concluding that he is the
author of the Gospel and is indeed none other than John the son of Zebedee. In recent phases of
research, however, the identification of the Beloved Disciple with John the son of Zebedee has been
exposed as weak and unpersuasive. Yet, according to James Charlesworth, even this new research is
problematic in that it tends to ascribe priority in discerning the meaning of the Gospel of John to
documents other than the Gospel itself. Moreover, this research tends to impute historical accuracy
to documents that were not primarily intended to present histories. Based on extensive research,
then, Professor Charlesworth has concluded that the primary texts in the Gospel of John and the
reflections of modern scholars indicate that any identification of the Beloved Disciple - whether with
one of the disciples specified in the Gospel, with one who is anonymous in this Gospel, or with some
symbolic theme - must provide credible answers to eight questions.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary
field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

the community of the beloved disciple: Women in John’s Gospel Susan Miller, 2023-01-26
Closely examines John's portrayal of women in relation to discipleship and the theme of new
creation, arguing that these depictions are influenced by his apocalyptic world-view. By employing
historical and literary methods of biblical interpretation to analyse John's presentation of women and
gender, Miller explores the extent to which John gives any indications of the female role in both
John's community and the beginnings of the Christian faith. Beginning with the Virgin Mary's
portrayal at the wedding at Cana, where she prompts Jesus to carry out his first sign, Miller then
thoroughly asses several crucial female characters in John to stress how Jesus' female followers truly
recognise him as the Messiah. These include the Samaritan woman, Martha and Mary of Bethany
and Mary Magdalene and her encounter with Jesus in the garden. Crucially, Miller suggests that
John's frequent use of “woman” links these female followers (particular Jesus' venerated mother)
with the figure of Eve in Genesis, and she concludes that women are associated with the “hour” of
Jesus when he casts out the “ruler of the world” and inaugurates the new creation.

the community of the beloved disciple: Why Bios? On the Relationship Between Gospel
Genre and Implied Audience Justin Marc Smith, 2015-02-26 Justin Marc Smith argues that the
gospels were intended to be addressed to a wide and varied audience. He does this by considering
them to be works of ancient biography, comparative to the Greco-Roman biography. The earliest
Christian interpreters of the Gospels did not understand their works to be sectarian documents.
Rather, the wider context of Jesus literature in the second and third centuries points toward the
broader Christian practice of writing and disseminating literary presentations of Jesus and Jesus
traditions as widely as possible. Smith addresses the difficulty in reconstructing the various gospel
communities that might lie behind the gospel texts and suggests that the 'all nations' motif present
in all four of the canonical gospels suggests an ideal secondary audience beyond those who could be
identified as Christian.

the community of the beloved disciple: John within Judaism Wally V. Cirafesi, 2021-10-11
In John within Judaism, Wally V. Cirafesi offers a reading of the Gospel of John as an expression of
the fluid and flexible nature of Jewish identity in Greco-Roman antiquity. While many have noted
John’s general Jewishness, few have given it a seat at the ideologically congested table of ancient
Jewish practice and belief. By interrogating the concept of “Judaism” in relation to the complex
categories of “religion” and “ethnicity,” Cirafesi argues that John negotiates Jewishness using
strategies of ethnic identity formation paralleled in other Jewish sources from the Second Temple
and early rabbinic periods. In this process of negotiation, including its use of “high christology” and
critique of Ioudaioi, John coalesces with other expressions of ancient Jewish identity and, thus, can
be read “within Judaism.”



the community of the beloved disciple: John, the Son of Zebedee R. Alan Culpepper, 1994
One of the most important sources of information about the development of Johannine legends as
well as one of the most successful efforts to overcome barriers that have traditionally separated New
Testament exegesis from the study of church history.

the community of the beloved disciple: The Testimony of the Beloved Disciple Richard
Bauckham, 2007-11-01 How do historical and literary details contribute to a coherent theological
witness to Jesus in the Gospel of John? A leading British evangelical New Testament scholar answers
that question with studies on themes from messianism to monotheism, symbolic actions from
foot-washing to fish-catching, literary contexts from Qumran to the Hellenistic historians, and
figures from Nicodemus to the beloved disciple to Papias. Originally published in various journals
and collections, these essays are now available for the first time in one affordable volume with a
substantial new introduction that ties them all together. A must-have for serious students of the
Fourth Gospel.

the community of the beloved disciple: Designs for the Church in the Gospel of John R. Alan
Culpepper, 2021-07-16 The essays in this volume, which span four decades, represent sustained
reflection on the historical setting, narrative devices, and theology of the Gospel of John.
Methodologically, the essays develop a narrative-critical approach to the Gospel, producing insights
that have implications for historical and theological issues. Thematically, many of the essays explore
the Gospel's ecclesiology, especilly its vision for the church and its mission. As a collection, this
volume provides an introduction to the Fourth Gospel, analyses of major issues (including John's
anti-Judaism, relationship to 1 John, irony, imagery, creation ethics, evil, and eschatology), and
in-depth exploration of key texts, especially John 1:1-18, 2:20; 4:35-38; 5:1-18; 5:21-30; 10:1-18;
12:12-15; 13:1-20; 19:16-30; 20:19-23; and chapter 21.

the community of the beloved disciple: Semanatorul (The Sower), Volume Two, Number
One Hamilton Moore, Ilie Soritau, Adrian Giorgiov, 2019-02-19 About the Theology Journal This
present publication comprises Volume 2 No. 1 of Semanatorul (The Sower): The Emanuel Journal of
Ministry and Biblical Research. It incorporates the Proceedings of the Bi-Annual International
Theological Conferences of the Department of Theology held in Emanuel University, Oradea, April
and November 2017. The titles of the Conference were: “The Theology of the Cross,” and, “The
Doctrine of Justification and Related Themes.” The papers presented here include those given in
person by various colleagues of the Emanuel Faculty; others via a Skype call or by invitation. The
International Conferences held by the Department of Theology were made possible through the
commitment of members of the Emanuel faculty, the collaboration of Emanuel University Press, the
Emanuel “Ethics and Society” Research Centre, and the contribution of distinguished colleagues
from the Hungarian Baptist Academy, Budapest, The Irish Baptist College, UK and the Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. The Journal includes a range of papers on the
death of Christ and the truth of justification by faith. The Christ hymn (Phil 2:5-11) is here, as is the
focus upon the invitation in John 6 to “eat the flesh of the Son of God” and to “drink his blood.” Also
the whole theology of the cross in the Fourth Gospel is considered. Again the concept of redemption
in all the Gospels is discussed, as is a paper on the Holy Spirit and the death of Christ from a Pauline
perspective. The theme of the cross in the sermons of Philip Doddridge is highlighted, plus two
articles on Luther’s doctrine of justification and the treatment of this theme by the Reformer in the
Epistle of James. These articles include a range of affirmations on crucial doctrines and theological
themes which must not be lost or neglected. One remembers the exhortation of 2 Tim 2:1-2 to hold
to truths that are fundamental and to entrust them “to faithful men who will be able to teach others
also.” Hamilton Moore, Editor.

the community of the beloved disciple: According to John John F. O'Grady, 1999 The
Gospel of John intrigues, fascinates...and confuses many. It is filled with compelling personalities
who move on and off the stage. Each contributes to an overview of the meaning of Jesus and his life,
death and resurrection. The community behind this gospel - in particular the Beloved Disciple - has
remained in shadows for centuries. New insights into how this community actually expressed their



faith opens the gospel to further analysis and deeper appreciation of the life and spirituality of the
early church at the end of the first century.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by
Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

the community of the beloved disciple: Through a Glass Darkly Donald L. Berry, 2006-10-02
The origin, basic texts, central affirmations, and life-policy proposals of the Christian tradition are
more ambiguous than either Christianity's critics or advocates often acknowledge. Through a Glass
Darkly considers how one might grant authority to the biblical texts withou...

the community of the beloved disciple: A Student's Guide to A2 Religious Studies for the
AQA Specification Dennis Brown, 2003
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