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**What Is the Scarlet Pimpernel About? Exploring the Classic Tale of Heroism and
Intrigue**

What is the scarlet pimpernel about is a question that has intrigued readers and
audiences for over a century. This timeless story, originally penned by Baroness Orczy,
has captivated hearts with its thrilling blend of adventure, romance, and suspense set
against the backdrop of the French Revolution. But beyond its surface as a historical novel
or a swashbuckling tale, the Scarlet Pimpernel weaves deeper themes of identity, courage,
and sacrifice that continue to resonate. Let’s dive into what makes this story so compelling
and explore the many facets of what the Scarlet Pimpernel is truly about.

The Core Plot of the Scarlet Pimpernel

At its heart, the Scarlet Pimpernel is about a mysterious English nobleman who leads a
double life during the tumultuous times of the French Revolution. The story follows Sir
Percy Blakeney, a seemingly frivolous and foppish aristocrat in London society. However,
beneath this carefree exterior lies the daring Scarlet Pimpernel, a secret identity he
assumes to rescue innocent French aristocrats from the guillotine.

The Scarlet Pimpernel is known for his clever disguises, ingenious plans, and an uncanny
ability to evade capture by the revolutionary forces. Each rescue mission is marked by the
signature emblem of the scarlet pimpernel flower, left as a calling card to taunt the
French authorities and to signal hope to those in peril.

The Setting: A Time of Terror

The story unfolds during the Reign of Terror in France, a period marked by political
upheaval, mass executions, and widespread paranoia. This historical context is crucial to
understanding the stakes involved. The Scarlet Pimpernel’s daring exploits take place
against this backdrop of danger and fear, where every rescue risks not only his life but the
fragile peace between England and revolutionary France.

Characters That Bring the Story to Life

Understanding what the Scarlet Pimpernel is about also means delving into its memorable
characters. Each plays a vital role in bringing depth and nuance to the narrative.

Sir Percy Blakeney: The Master of Disguise



Sir Percy is the quintessential hero with a twist. Outwardly, he appears to be a shallow
and vain aristocrat, more concerned with fashion and social appearances than anything
serious. This act is a deliberate disguise to prevent suspicion. His true self is brave,
intelligent, and deeply committed to justice and mercy. The duality of his character adds
layers to the story, making the Scarlet Pimpernel not just a tale of action but one of
identity and personal transformation.

Marguerite St. Just: Love and Loyalty

Marguerite, Sir Percy’s wife, is a complex character torn between love, duty, and the
dangerous political forces around her. Her past connections to the French Revolution add
tension and drama, especially when her loyalty is questioned. The relationship between
Percy and Marguerite explores themes of trust, sacrifice, and redemption, enriching the
narrative beyond its adventurous surface.

Chauvelin: The Relentless Antagonist

No story of heroism is complete without a worthy adversary. Chauvelin, the cunning agent
of the French revolutionary government, is determined to unmask and capture the Scarlet
Pimpernel. His intelligence and ruthlessness make him a formidable foe, heightening the
suspense and stakes throughout the story.

The Themes That Define What the Scarlet
Pimpernel Is About

While the plot provides excitement and intrigue, the enduring appeal of the Scarlet
Pimpernel lies in its exploration of universal themes.

Bravery and Heroism in the Face of Danger

At its core, the Scarlet Pimpernel is a celebration of courage. Sir Percy’s willingness to
risk everything to save others highlights the power of individual heroism. It reminds
readers that true bravery often involves self-sacrifice and standing up against injustice,
even when the odds are stacked against you.

Identity and Secrecy

The novel delves deeply into the motifs of disguise and hidden identity. Sir Percy’s double
life raises questions about the masks people wear in society, the roles they play, and the
true nature of heroism. This theme resonates in many modern stories and continues to



fascinate audiences today.

Class and Social Commentary

Set during a revolution that sought to upend aristocratic privilege, the Scarlet Pimpernel
also reflects tensions between classes. It portrays both the excesses and flaws of the
aristocracy and the brutal realities of revolutionary justice. This nuanced perspective
invites readers to consider the complexities of social change, justice, and morality.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Understanding what the Scarlet Pimpernel is about also involves recognizing its lasting
influence. Since its publication in 1905, the story has been adapted into numerous plays,
films, television series, and even musicals. Each adaptation brings its own interpretation
while preserving the core elements that make the Scarlet Pimpernel a beloved classic.

From Page to Stage and Screen

The original novel’s thrilling plot and vivid characters naturally lent themselves to
theatrical adaptation. The play version helped popularize the story worldwide, and
subsequent film versions, from early silent movies to modern retellings, have introduced
new generations to the tale. These adaptations often emphasize the suspenseful rescue
missions and the romantic tension between Percy and Marguerite.

Influence on Popular Culture

The Scarlet Pimpernel has inspired countless other works featuring masked heroes and
secret identities, including iconic characters like Zorro and even aspects of superhero
lore. The idea of a nobleman leading a double life to fight injustice has become a recurring
motif in literature and film, showcasing the story’s timeless appeal.

Tips for First-Time Readers and Viewers

If you’re wondering where to start with the Scarlet Pimpernel, here are a few tips to
enhance your experience:

Read the original novel: Baroness Orczy’s writing style is engaging and rich with
historical detail, providing a full picture of the characters and setting.

Watch adaptations thoughtfully: Different versions emphasize various aspects of



the story, so exploring multiple adaptations can give a broader understanding.

Explore historical context: Familiarizing yourself with the French Revolution and
the Reign of Terror enriches the story’s significance and tension.

Pay attention to character development: The interplay between Percy,
Marguerite, and Chauvelin offers fascinating insights into human nature and loyalty.

Why Does the Scarlet Pimpernel Remain Relevant
Today?

More than a century after its debut, the Scarlet Pimpernel continues to captivate because
it addresses enduring questions about morality, identity, and courage. In a world where
injustice persists, stories about ordinary individuals rising to extraordinary challenges
inspire hope. The Scarlet Pimpernel’s clever blend of history, adventure, and romance
makes it not just a relic of its time but a living narrative that still speaks to readers and
audiences around the globe.

Whether you’re drawn in by the suspenseful rescue missions, the romantic tension, or the
rich historical setting, understanding what the Scarlet Pimpernel is about opens the door
to a story that is as thrilling as it is thoughtful, making it a true classic worth revisiting
time and time again.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Scarlet Pimpernel about?
The Scarlet Pimpernel is about a daring English nobleman who rescues French aristocrats
from the guillotine during the Reign of Terror in the French Revolution, using the secret
identity of the Scarlet Pimpernel.

Who is the main character in The Scarlet Pimpernel?
The main character is Sir Percy Blakeney, a wealthy English baronet who leads a double
life as the heroic Scarlet Pimpernel.

What is the setting of The Scarlet Pimpernel?
The story is set during the French Revolution, primarily in France and England in the late
18th century.



What themes does The Scarlet Pimpernel explore?
The novel explores themes of heroism, sacrifice, identity, and the conflict between good
and evil during times of political turmoil.

Is The Scarlet Pimpernel based on a true story?
No, The Scarlet Pimpernel is a work of historical fiction created by Baroness Orczy,
inspired by real events during the French Revolution but featuring fictional characters.

Why is the hero called the Scarlet Pimpernel?
The hero is called the Scarlet Pimpernel because he leaves behind a small red flower, the
scarlet pimpernel, as his signature after rescuing people.

What genre does The Scarlet Pimpernel belong to?
The Scarlet Pimpernel is a historical adventure novel with elements of romance and
mystery.

How has The Scarlet Pimpernel influenced popular
culture?
The Scarlet Pimpernel has inspired numerous adaptations in film, theatre, and television,
and is considered a classic example of the masked hero archetype.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Mystery: What Is The Scarlet Pimpernel About?

what is the scarlet pimpernel about is a question that has intrigued readers and
literary scholars since its publication in 1905. Written by Baroness Orczy, this novel is
often hailed as a pioneering work in the adventure and historical fiction genres. At its
core, the story revolves around a daring English aristocrat who leads a double life during
the turbulent era of the French Revolution. However, beyond the surface of a thrilling
rescue narrative, the novel offers rich themes of identity, heroism, and political intrigue
that continue to resonate with audiences today.

In-depth Analysis of The Scarlet Pimpernel’s
Narrative and Themes

The Scarlet Pimpernel is set against the backdrop of the Reign of Terror in France, a
period marked by political upheaval, executions, and widespread fear. The protagonist, Sir
Percy Blakeney, appears to be a frivolous and somewhat ineffectual English nobleman.
Yet, this facade conceals his true identity as the Scarlet Pimpernel, a mysterious figure



who orchestrates the rescue of French aristocrats condemned to the guillotine. The novel
intricately explores the duality of public versus private identity, a theme that remains
relevant in discussions about personal freedom and societal expectations.

The narrative is not merely a straightforward adventure; it is layered with suspense,
strategic cunning, and an examination of morality. Orczy’s portrayal of the Scarlet
Pimpernel as a symbol of resistance against tyranny introduces an early example of the
masked hero archetype, which has influenced countless works in literature and popular
media. The tension between loyalty to one’s country and empathy for one’s enemies is
subtly woven throughout the text, inviting readers to ponder the complexities of justice
and rebellion.

The Historical Context and Its Influence on the Story

Understanding what is the scarlet pimpernel about requires an appreciation of its
historical setting. The French Revolution, especially its most violent phase known as the
Terror, serves as a dramatic canvas for the novel. Baroness Orczy, herself of Hungarian
descent but living in Britain, was influenced by the political climates of both France and
England. This historical grounding lends authenticity to the narrative and enriches its
political commentary.

The novel’s depiction of the French aristocracy’s plight and the revolutionary fervor
captures the polarized perspectives of the era. While some contemporary readers might
view the Scarlet Pimpernel’s efforts as noble, others could interpret them as an elitist
defense of the old regime. This duality adds layers of interpretive depth, making the story
more than just an adventure tale but a reflection on the consequences of radical political
change.

Character Development and Symbolism

Central to understanding what is the scarlet pimpernel about is the exploration of its
characters, particularly Sir Percy Blakeney and his adversary, Chauvelin. Sir Percy’s
transformation from a seemingly shallow socialite into a courageous and intelligent hero
challenges conventional notions of heroism. His use of wit, disguise, and deception
highlights the power of intellect over brute force.

Chauvelin, as the antagonist, embodies the relentless forces of the revolution,
representing law, order, and vengeance. The interplay between these two characters
underscores the novel’s broader themes: the struggle between freedom and oppression,
individualism versus collectivism, and appearance versus reality.

The scarlet pimpernel flower itself serves as a subtle but potent symbol throughout the
novel. Its small, inconspicuous nature mirrors Sir Percy’s approach—unexpected, delicate,
yet capable of great impact. This symbolism enriches the narrative’s metaphorical texture
and enhances the reader’s engagement.



Comparative Perspectives: The Scarlet Pimpernel
and Its Legacy

When examining what is the scarlet pimpernel about, it is useful to compare it with other
works in the adventure and hero genres. The novel predates and arguably influences the
creation of iconic masked heroes such as Zorro, Batman, and even James Bond. These
characters share traits of secret identities, sophisticated disguises, and a commitment to
justice.

Unlike many modern superheroes who often possess supernatural abilities, the Scarlet
Pimpernel relies on courage, intelligence, and resourcefulness. This grounded approach
adds a layer of realism that distinguishes the novel from purely fantastical tales.
Furthermore, the historical setting lends a gravitas that many contemporary adventure
stories lack.

In terms of literary style, Baroness Orczy’s writing combines elements of melodrama with
detailed historical description. This blend appeals to readers who appreciate suspenseful
plots as well as those interested in history. The enduring popularity of the novel,
evidenced by numerous stage and screen adaptations, attests to its broad appeal.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The question of what is the scarlet pimpernel about extends beyond the pages of the book
into its various adaptations. From early 20th-century films to modern theatrical
productions, the story has been retold and reimagined, each time highlighting different
aspects of the narrative.

These adaptations often emphasize the romantic and heroic elements, sometimes at the
expense of the novel’s political nuances. However, they serve to introduce new audiences
to the story and its central themes. The Scarlet Pimpernel’s influence is also evident in
popular culture’s fascination with secret identities and heroic rescues.

Strengths and Critiques of the Novel

Analyzing what is the scarlet pimpernel about also involves acknowledging its strengths
and limitations. The novel’s greatest strength lies in its compelling protagonist and the
suspenseful plot that keeps readers engaged. Its detailed historical setting provides
educational value alongside entertainment.

On the other hand, some critics argue that the novel reflects an outdated perspective,
particularly in its portrayal of class and political ideology. The romanticization of the
aristocracy and the somewhat simplistic depiction of revolutionary figures may not align
with contemporary views on social justice and equality.

Nevertheless, these critiques open avenues for critical discussion rather than diminish the
novel’s significance. The Scarlet Pimpernel remains a valuable work for understanding



early 20th-century historical fiction and the development of heroic archetypes.

Exploring what is the scarlet pimpernel about reveals a richly textured narrative that
combines adventure, history, and complex character study. Its legacy endures not only in
literature but also in the broader cultural imagination, making it a timeless subject for
analysis and appreciation.
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  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Orczy, 2013-01-15 A
group of titled Englishmen, under the leadership of a mysterious man, valiantly aid condemned
aristocrats in their escape during the French Revolution. Their leader is the Scarlet Pimpernel – a
man whose audacity and clever disguises foil the villainous agent Chauvelin. Who is he and can he
keep one step ahead of the revolutionaries?
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Emmuska Orczy Orczy,
1910 Who is this man, this Scarlet Pimpernel? Each day this question grew more pressing to the
rulers of the French Revolution. Only this man and his band of followers threatened their total
power. Only this maddeningly elusive figure defied the vast network of fanatics, informers, and
secret agents that the Revolution spread out to catch its enemies. Some said this man of many
disguises, endless ruses, and infinite daring was an exiled French nobleman, returned to wreak
vengeance. Others said he was an English lord, seeking sheer adventure and supreme sport in
playing the most dangerous game of all. But of only one thing could those who sought him be sure.
They knew all too well the symbol of his presence, the blood-red flower known as the Scarlet
Pimpernel.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska Orczy, 2021-03-02
When French aristocrats become targets of public violence, a mysterious hero called the Scarlet
Pimpernel works to find and safely smuggle them outside the country. Meanwhile, an accredited
agent is desperate to uncover his secret identity. During the French Revolution, many members of
the upper-class are publicly brutalized and executed. This leads to the creation of an underground
society called the League of the Scarlet Pimpernel.” Their leader is the unassuming, Sir Percy
Blakeney, a baronet who’s married to the beautiful but troubled, Marguerite St. Just. Their
relationship is strained due to her complicated history and his false persona. When an ambitious
French officer attempts to expose the Scarlet Pimpernel’s true identity, Sir Percy and Marguerite,
become unexpected pawns in his plan. With The Scarlet Pimpernel, Baroness Orczy delivers one of
the most iconic novels of the twentieth century. It’s a memorable story that’s been adapted multiple
times, producing sequels and short story collections. This is the first entry in an expansive series
from a brilliant and imaginative author. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset
manuscript, this edition of The Scarlet Pimpernel is both modern and readable.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Orczy, 2021-11-09 Set
against the tumultuous backdrop of the French Revolution, Baroness Orczy's The Scarlet Pimpernel
captivates with its blend of adventure, romance, and social commentary. The narrative artfully
weaves together elements of suspense and intrigue, encapsulated in the tale of an elusive
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Englishman, Sir Percy Blakeney, who adeptly rescues aristocrats from the guillotine under the guise
of a seemingly frivolous dandy known as the Scarlet Pimpernel. Orczy's lyrical prose and vivid
characterizations breathe life into both the heroic exploits and the dramatic tensions inherent in
revolutionary France, offering readers insight into the socio-political complexities of the era.
Baroness Orczy, born in Hungary and later residing in England, was deeply influenced by her
experiences during a time of political upheaval. Her family's aristocratic roots and her own
formative years in a war-torn Europe inspired her to explore themes of loyalty, bravery, and
sacrifice. Moreover, Orczy's theatrical background imbued her storytelling with a flair for drama and
visual spectacle, making her work both engaging and reflective of the age's collective anxieties.
Recommended to readers who appreciate classic literature imbued with thrilling escapades and
deeper moral questions, The Scarlet Pimpernel is not merely a historical novel but a profound
exploration of identity, freedom, and heroism. This timeless tale resonates with contemporary
themes of justice and the fight against tyranny, promising an unforgettable journey for fans of
adventure and romance in literature. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value
for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and
themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling
critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that
shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the
personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs
to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the
work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a
spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references,
historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska Orczy, Baroness
Emmuska Orczy Orczy, 1989 The first and most successful in the Baroness's series of books that
feature Percy Blakeney, who leads a double life as an English fop and a swashbuckling rescuer of
aristocrats, The Scarlet Pimpernel was the blueprint for what became known as the masked-avenger
genre. As Anne Perry writes in her Introduction, the novel has almost reached its first centenary,
and it is as vivid and appealing as ever because the plotting is perfect. It is a classic example of how
to construct, pace, and conclude a plot. . . . To rise on the crest of laughter without capsizing, to
survive being written, rewritten, and reinterpreted by each generation, is the mark of a plot that is
timeless and universal, even though it happens to be set in England and France of 1792.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Emma Orczy,
2024-11-24 The Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness Orczy,
published in 1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London,
having opened in Nottingham in 1903. The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following the start
of the French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous
Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads a
double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable swordsman and a
quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only ones who know of
his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis
arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She is approached by the
new French envoy to England with a threat to her brother's life if she does not aid in the search for
the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the Pimpernel is also very dear to her. She sails
to France to stop the envoy. The Scarlet Pimpernel is set in 1792, during the early stages of the
French Revolution. Marguerite St. Just, a beautiful French actress, is the wife of wealthy English fop
Sir Percy Blakeney, a baronet. Before their marriage, Marguerite took revenge upon the Marquis de
St. Cyr, who had ordered her brother to be beaten for his romantic interest in the Marquis'
daughter, with the unintended consequence of the Marquis and his sons being sent to the guillotine.
When Percy found out, he became estranged from his wife. Marguerite, for her part, became
disillusioned with Percy's shallow, dandyish lifestyle. Meanwhile, the League of the Scarlet



Pimpernel, a secret society of twenty English aristocrats, one to command, and nineteen to obey, is
engaged in rescuing their French counterparts from the daily executions of the Reign of Terror.
Their leader, the mysterious Scarlet Pimpernel, takes his nickname from the small red flower he
draws on his messages. Despite being the talk of London society, only his followers and possibly the
Prince of Wales know the Pimpernel's true identity. Like many others, Marguerite is entranced by
the Pimpernel's daring exploits. At a ball attended by the Blakeneys, a verse by Percy about the
elusive Pimpernel makes the rounds and amuses the other guests. Meanwhile, Marguerite is
blackmailed by Citizen Chauvelin, the wily new French envoy to England. Chauvelin's agents have
stolen a letter proving her beloved brother Armand is in league with the Pimpernel. Chauvelin offers
to trade Armand's life for her help against the Pimpernel. Contemptuous of her seemingly witless
and unloving husband, Marguerite does not go to him for help or advice. Instead, she passes along
information which enables Chauvelin to learn the Pimpernel's true identity. Later that night,
Marguerite finally tells her husband of the terrible danger threatening her brother and pleads for his
assistance. Percy promises to save him. After Percy unexpectedly leaves for France, Marguerite
discovers to her horror (and simultaneous delight) that he is the Pimpernel. He had hidden behind
the persona of a dull, slow-witted fop to deceive the world. He had not told Marguerite because of
his worry that she might betray him, as she had the Marquis de St. Cyr. Desperate to save her
husband, she decides to pursue Percy to France to warn him that Chauvelin knows his identity and
his purpose. She persuades Sir Andrew Ffoulkes to accompany her, but because of the tide and the
weather, neither they nor Chauvelin can leave immediately. At Calais, Percy openly approaches
Chauvelin in the Chat gris, a decrepit inn whose owner is in Percy's pay.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: Adventures of the Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska
Orczy, 2022-09-15 In Adventures of the Scarlet Pimpernel, Emmuska Orczy weaves a captivating
narrative set against the tumultuous backdrop of the French Revolution. This swashbuckling tale
follows the enigmatic hero known as the Scarlet Pimpernel, who adroitly navigates perilous
situations to rescue aristocrats from the guillotine, blending adventure with elements of romance
and intrigue. Orczy's literary style is characterized by vivid imagery and quick-paced dialogue,
making it a quintessential example of early 20th-century romantic adventure fiction, which not only
entertains but also serves as a subtle critique of societal norms and the class divisions of her time.
The novel showcases Orczy's masterful storytelling alongside an exploration of heroism, love, and
sacrifice, ensuring its place as a timeless classic in historical fiction. Emmuska Orczy, a
Hungarian-born British author and playwright, drew inspiration from her own experiences and the
political upheaval of her time to craft this remarkable story. Having lived through World War I and
witnessing the effects of revolution, her understanding of human nature and the complexity of moral
choices enriched her character development. Her experiences as a member of the upper class
provided a unique lens through which to portray the tension between revolutionary ideals and
aristocratic values, enhancing the authenticity of her narrative. This novel is a must-read for
enthusiasts of adventure and historical fiction alike. Orczy's intricate plots, compelling characters,
and richly detailed settings create an enthralling escape into a world where bravery and cunning
prevail against tyranny. Whether you are a fan of classic literature or new to the genre, Adventures
of the Scarlet Pimpernel offers a remarkable journey that will leave readers captivated and eager for
more.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska Orczy Baroness Orczy,
2022-05-28 Set against the turbulent backdrop of the French Revolution, The Scarlet Pimpernel is a
thrilling adventure novel that intricately weaves romance, heroism, and identity. The narrative
follows the daring exploits of the elusive hero, the Scarlet Pimpernel, as he orchestrates the escape
of aristocrats from the guillotine, cleverly disguising his true identity. Baroness Orczy's rich prose
evokes the perilous climate of revolutionary France, while her intricate characterizations render
both the protagonists and the antagonists vividly dynamic. The book, published in 1905, signifies a
pivotal moment in literature, blending elements of mystery and historical fidelity while contributing
to the expanding genre of adventure fiction of its time. Baroness Orczy, a Hungarian-born British



novelist and playwright, was deeply influenced by her own aristocratic heritage and the political
upheavals of her time. Her unique perspective as a descendant of a noble family who fled to England
in the wake of the Revolution informs her portrayal of loyalty and sacrifice in the face of tyranny.
Orczy's experiences undoubtedly inspired her to explore themes of courage and the complexities of
moral choice within her characters. Both readers seeking action-packed narratives and those fond of
historical intricacies will find The Scarlet Pimpernel an engrossing read. Its timeless themes of
heroism and justice resonate powerfully, cementing its status as a classic of adventure literature.
Dive into this remarkable tale to discover the origins of the first superhero in literature and explore
the resilience of the human spirit.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The League of the Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness
Emma Orczy, 2017-08-08 The League of the Scarlet Pimpernel is a sequel book to the classic
adventure tale, The Scarlet Pimpernel. Written by Baroness Orczy and first published in 1919, the
book consists of eleven short stories about Sir Percy Blakeney's exploits in rescuing various aristos
and French citizens from the clutches of the guillotine. The stories are set in 1793 but appear in no
particular order. They occasionally refer to events in other books in the series. Baroness Emma
Magdolna Rozália Mária Jozefa Borbála Emmuska Orczy de Orci (23 September 1865 - 12 November
1947), pen name as Baroness Orczy, was a Hungarian-born British novelist, playwright, and artist of
noble origin. She is most known for her series of novels featuring the Scarlet Pimpernel, the alter
ego of Sir Percy Blakeney, a wealthy English fop who transforms into a formidable swordsman and a
quick-thinking escape artist, representing the original hero with a secret identity.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Annotated Baroness Orczy,
2021-07-16 he Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness Orczy,
published in 1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London,
having opened in Nottingham in 1903. The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following the start
of the French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous
Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads a
double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable swordsman and a
quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only ones who know of
his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis
arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She is approached by the
new French envoy to England, Chauvelin, with a threat to her brother's life if she does not aid in the
search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the Pimpernel is also very dear to
her. She sails to France to stop the envoy.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Triumph of the Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska Orczy,
2021-11-09 In The Triumph of the Scarlet Pimpernel, Emmuska Orczy weaves a thrilling narrative
set against the backdrop of the French Revolution, showcasing the heroism of the enigmatic Scarlet
Pimpernel. The novel is characterized by its adventurous tone, intricate plots, and rich character
development, combining elements of suspense and romance with historical authenticity. Orczy's
prose is both elegant and accessible, reflecting the ideals and societal tensions of her time, while her
exploration of themes such as identity, loyalty, and the moral complexities of heroism enriches the
reading experience, inviting readers to ponder the nature of courage and sacrifice amidst tyranny.
Emmuska Orczy, a Hungarian-born author, is often credited with pioneering the literary trope of the
masked hero. Her own experiences, having witnessed the turbulent energies of the early 20th
century and growing up in a politically charged environment, undoubtedly influenced her creation of
the Scarlet Pimpernel, who embodies the spirit of defiance in the face of oppression. Orczy's keen
understanding of human nature and societal dynamics informs her characters' motivations, making
them relatable and enduring. This engaging tale is a must-read for those drawn to tales of
derring-do, historical fiction, and complex characters. It not only entertains but also provokes
thoughtful reflection on the delicate balance of justice and compassion. Readers will find themselves
captivated by the witty dialogue, layered intrigue, and ultimate triumph of love and bravery, making
it a timeless classic for admirers of adventure literature. In this enriched edition, we have carefully



created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's
timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments
without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and
influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life,
illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs,
and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage
personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable
Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual
references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Emma Orczy, 2020-01-30 The
Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness Orczy, published in
1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London, having
opened in Nottingham in 1903.The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following the start of the
French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous
Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads a
double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable swordsman and a
quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only ones who know of
his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis
arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She is approached by the
new French envoy to England, Chauvelin, with a threat to her brother's life if she does not aid in the
search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the Pimpernel is also very dear to
her. She sails to France to stop the envoy.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Emmuska Orczy,
2017-05 In the late 18th century, France was in the throes of the French Revolution. Of particular
tumult during this conflict were the years known as the Reign of Terror, a time in which a
revolutionary tribunal executed thousands of French citizens. It is during the Reign of Terror in
which Baroness Emmuska Orczy's The Scarlet Pimpernel is set. The Scarlet Pimpernel is the story of
Sir Percy Blakeney, a chivalrous Englishman married to the beautiful French actress, Marguerite St.
Just, with whom he pretends to be a slow-witted dandy. However this is but a ruse to hide his true
identity as the Scarlet Pimpernel, who with his League of the Scarlet Pimpernel, a secret society of
English aristocrats, rescue French royalists before they can be marched atop the guillotine. Drawing
his nickname from the small red flower he draws on his messages, the Scarlet Pimpernel is chased
by the relentless French agent Citizen Armand Chauvelin as he tries to intervene in the madness of
the Reign of Terror. First published in 1905, The Scarlet Pimpernel is notable for its introduction to
literature of a hero with a secret identity. This edition is printed on premium acid-free paper.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Baroness Orczy, 2020-10-07
The Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness Orczy, published
in 1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London, having
opened in Nottingham in 1903.The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following the start of the
French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous
Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads a
double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable swordsman and a
quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only ones who know of
his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis
arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She is approached by the
new French envoy to England, Chauvelin, with a threat to her brother's life if she does not aid in the
search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the Pimpernel is also very dear to
her. She sails to France to stop the envoy.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The League of the Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska Orczy,
2021-03-02 Following the events of The Scarlet Pimpernel, the mysterious figure continues his
efforts to elude captors, while saving French aristocrats from meeting a brutal fate. It’s a collection



of memorable stories featuring various characters and hidden obstacles along the way. The Reign of
Terror during the French Revolution continues to cripple the country’s aristocracy. The Scarlet
Pimpernel has managed to maintain his secret identity, while saving those on the chopping block. In
The League of the Scarlet Pimpernel, his latest adventures are told across 11 thrilling stories. Some
of the titles include “A Question of Passports,” “The Old Scarecrow,” and “How Jean-Pierre Met the
Scarlet Pimpernel.” In The League of the Scarlet Pimpernel, Baroness Orczy expands this terrifying
yet vibrant portrait of eighteenth-century France. The stakes are higher as both the aristocracy and
its hero face looming danger. This book is an exciting narrative filled with unexpected twists and
turns. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of The
League of the Scarlet Pimpernel is both modern and readable.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel - Classic Book Emmuska
Orczy, 2017-07-21 The Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness
Orczy set during the Reign of Terror following the start of the French Revolution, first published in
1905. The novel was written after Orczy's stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London
and popular success earlier in 1905, after a first run in Nottingham in 1903. The Scarlet Pimpernel
is the name of a chivalrous Englishman, Sir Percy Blakeney, in the time of the Terrors in France,
who, with his band of gentlemen, rescues aristocrats before they can be killed by the violent
government in revolutionary France. A wealthy English fop, he is known by his symbol, a simple
flower, the scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis). He succeeds by transforming himself into a
formidable swordsman and a quick-thinking escape artist in addition to the strict secrecy of the
group's movements. His identity is secret to all but his men. Marguerite Blakeney, French wife of the
wealthy English dandy, is approached by the new French envoy to England with a threat to her
brother's life if she does not aid in his search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers
that the Pimpernel is also very dear to her. She sails to France to stop the envoy. Opening at the
New Theatre in London's West End on January 5, 1905, the play became a favourite of British
audiences, eventually playing more than 2000 performances and becoming one of the most popular
shows staged in Britain. The title character established the notion of a hero with a secret identity
into popular culture. He was a precursor to subsequent literary creations such as Zorro and Batman.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Annotated Baroness Emma
Orczy, 2020-08-22 The Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness
Orczy, published in 1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in
London, having opened in Nottingham in 1903.The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following
the start of the French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a
chivalrous Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy
Blakeney leads a double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable
swordsman and a quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only
ones who know of his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet
pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She
is approached by the new French envoy to England, Chauvelin, with a threat to her brother's life if
she does not aid in the search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the
Pimpernel is also very dear to her. She sails to France to stop the envoy.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Illustrated Baroness Emmuska
Orczy, 2020-02-11 The Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness
Orczy, published in 1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in
London, having opened in Nottingham in 1903.The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following
the start of the French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a
chivalrous Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy
Blakeney leads a double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable
swordsman and a quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only
ones who know of his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet
pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She



is approached by the new French envoy to England, Chauvelin, with a threat to her brother's life if
she does not aid in the search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the
Pimpernel is also very dear to her. She sails to France to stop the envoy.
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Emmuska Orczy, 2017-04-29 The
Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel by Baroness Orczy published in 1905. The novel was written after
Orczy's stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London and popular success earlier in
1905, after a first run in Nottingham in 1903.The Scarlet Pimpernel is the name of a chivalrous
Englishman, Sir Percy Blakeney, in the time of the Terrors in France, who, with his band of
gentlemen, rescues aristocrats before they can be killed by the violent government in revolutionary
France. A wealthy English fop, he is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel
(Anagallis arvensis). He succeeds by transforming himself into a formidable swordsman and a
quick-thinking escape artist in addition to the strict secrecy of the group's movements. His identity is
secret to all but his men.Plot Summary : The Scarlet Pimpernel is set in 1792, during the early
stages of the French Revolution. Marguerite St. Just, a beautiful French actress, is the wife of
wealthy English fop Sir Percy Blakeney, a baronet. Before their marriage, Marguerite took revenge
upon the Marquis de St. Cyr, who had ordered her brother to be beaten for his romantic interest in
the Marquis' daughter, with the unintended consequence of the Marquis and his sons being sent to
the guillotine. When Percy found out, he became estranged from his wife. Marguerite, for her part,
became disillusioned with Percy's shallow, dandyish lifestyle.Meanwhile, the League of the Scarlet
Pimpernel, a secret society of twenty English aristocrats, one to command, and nineteen to obey, is
engaged in rescuing their French counterparts from the daily executions of the Reign of Terror.
Their leader, the mysterious Scarlet Pimpernel, takes his nickname from the small red flower he
draws on his messages. Despite being the talk of London society, only his followers and possibly the
Prince of Wales know the Pimpernel's true identity. Like many others, Marguerite is entranced by
the Pimpernel's daring exploits.Biography : Baroness Orczy (1865-1947), pen name as Baroness
Orczy, was a Hungarian-born British novelist, playwright, and artist of noble origin. She is most
known for her series of novels featuring the Scarlet Pimpernel, the alter ego of Sir Percy Blakeney, a
wealthy English fop who transforms into a formidable swordsman and a quick-thinking escape artist,
representing the original hero with a secret identity. Some of her paintings were exhibited at the
Royal Academy in London...Writing : They had very little money and Orczy started to work with her
husband as a translator and an illustrator to supplement his low earnings. John Montague
Orczy-Barstow, their only child, was born on 25 February 1899. She started writing soon after his
birth but her first novel, The Emperor's Candlesticks (1899), was a failure. She did, however, find a
small following with a series of detective stories in the Royal Magazine. Her next novel, In Mary's
Reign (1901), did better.Extrait : What ho! Sally! came in cheerful if none too melodious accents
from the coffee-room close by.Lud bless my soul! exclaimed Sally, with a good-humoured laugh,
what be they all wanting now, I wonder!Beer, of course, grumbled Jemima, you don't 'xpect Jimmy
Pitkin to 'ave done with one tankard, do ye?Mr. 'Arry, 'e looked uncommon thirsty too, simpered
Martha, one of the little kitchen-maids; and her beady black eyes twinkled as they met those of her
companion, whereupon both started on a round of short and suppressed giggles.Sally looked cross
for a moment, and thoughtfully rubbed her hands against her shapely hips; her palms were itching,
evidently, to come in contact with Martha's rosy cheeks--but inherent good-humour prevailed, and
with a pout and a shrug of the shoulders, she turned her attention to the fried potatoes.What ho,
Sally! hey, Sally!
  what is the scarlet pimpernel about: The Scarlet Pimpernel Illustrated Emma Orczy,
2019-05-09 The Scarlet Pimpernel is the first novel in a series of historical fiction by Baroness Orczy,
published in 1905. It was written after her stage play of the same title enjoyed a long run in London,
having opened in Nottingham in 1903.The novel is set during the Reign of Terror following the start
of the French Revolution. The title is the nom de guerre of its hero and protagonist, a chivalrous
Englishman who rescues aristocrats before they are sent to the guillotine. Sir Percy Blakeney leads a
double life: apparently nothing more than a wealthy fop, but in reality a formidable swordsman and a



quick-thinking escape artist. The band of gentlemen who assist him are the only ones who know of
his secret identity. He is known by his symbol, a simple flower, the scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis
arvensis). Marguerite Blakeney, his French wife, does not share his secret. She is approached by the
new French envoy to England, Chauvelin, with a threat to her brother's life if she does not aid in the
search for the Pimpernel. She aids him, and then discovers that the Pimpernel is also very dear to
her. She sails to France to stop the envoy.
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