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Verbal Expressions in Math: Unlocking the Language of Numbers

verbal expressions in math serve as a vital bridge between everyday language and the formal
symbols and operations that define mathematics. Whether you're a student tackling word problems or
an educator crafting lesson plans, understanding how to interpret and translate verbal expressions
into mathematical equations is a foundational skill. These expressions encapsulate mathematical
operations described in words, and mastering them can make problem-solving clearer and more
intuitive.

In this article, we’ll explore the intricacies of verbal expressions in math, delve into common phrases
and their corresponding mathematical symbols, and share practical tips to help you confidently
navigate this essential aspect of mathematics.

What Are Verbal Expressions in Math?

At its core, verbal expressions in math are phrases or sentences that describe mathematical
operations using everyday language. Instead of seeing 3 + 5, you might encounter “the sum of three
and five.” Similarly, “the product of seven and four” corresponds to 7 × 4. These expressions
translate numerical relationships into words, making math more accessible, especially when dealing
with real-world scenarios.

Understanding these expressions is crucial because many math problems, especially word problems,
are presented verbally. The ability to convert these sentences into accurate mathematical
expressions determines how well you can approach and solve the problem.

Why Are Verbal Expressions Important?

Verbal math expressions are everywhere—from instructions on a worksheet to real-life contexts like
budgeting, cooking, or measuring distances. They help:

- Build a solid foundation for algebraic thinking.
- Enhance comprehension of word problems.
- Improve communication of mathematical ideas.
- Develop critical thinking skills by connecting language with numbers.

Moreover, verbal expressions encourage learners to think flexibly about math, recognizing that
numbers and symbols can be represented in multiple ways.

Common Verbal Expressions and Their Mathematical



Equivalents

To become comfortable with verbal expressions in math, it helps to familiarize yourself with
frequently used phrases and their corresponding symbols. Here are some basic operations and how
they’re commonly expressed verbally:

Addition

- “Sum of” → +
- “Increased by” → +
- “More than” → +
- “Added to” → +

Examples:
- “The sum of 8 and 12” translates to 8 + 12.
- “5 increased by 3” means 5 + 3.

Subtraction

- “Difference between” → −
- “Less than” → −
- “Decreased by” → −
- “Subtract” → −

Examples:
- “The difference between 15 and 7” is 15 − 7.
- “10 less than 20” translates to 20 − 10.

Multiplication

- “Product of” → ×
- “Times” → ×
- “Multiplied by” → ×
- “Of” (in contexts like fractions) → ×

Examples:
- “The product of 6 and 9” means 6 × 9.
- “3 times 4” equals 3 × 4.

Division

- “Quotient of” → ÷ or /



- “Divided by” → ÷ or /
- “Per” → ÷ or /

Examples:
- “The quotient of 20 and 5” is 20 ÷ 5.
- “8 divided by 2” means 8 ÷ 2.

Other Useful Expressions

- “Squared” → raised to the power of 2 (e.g., “x squared” is x²)
- “Cubed” → raised to the power of 3 (e.g., “y cubed” is y³)
- “Greater than” → >
- “Less than” → <
- “Twice” → 2 ×
- “Half” → 1/2 ×

Recognizing these common phrases helps in swiftly converting verbal descriptions into algebraic
expressions or equations.

Strategies for Translating Verbal Expressions into Math

Interpreting verbal expressions can sometimes feel like decoding a secret language. However, a few
strategies can make this process smoother.

1. Identify Key Words and Phrases

Look for operation words such as “sum,” “difference,” “product,” or “quotient.” These signal which
mathematical operation to use. Highlighting or underlining these clues in a problem can guide your
translation.

2. Determine the Order of Operations

Sometimes verbal expressions include multiple operations. Understanding the order—following
PEMDAS (Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication and Division, Addition and Subtraction)—is essential
to set up the correct expression.

For example, “The sum of 4 and the product of 3 and 5” translates to 4 + (3 × 5), not (4 + 3) × 5.

3. Use Variables to Represent Unknowns

When verbal expressions include unknown quantities, assign variables (like x or y) to these unknowns.



For example, “twice a number decreased by 7” can be expressed as 2x − 7.

4. Practice with Word Problems

Engaging with word problems regularly builds familiarity with how verbal expressions appear in
context. Over time, recognizing patterns and common phrases becomes second nature.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Even with practice, verbal expressions in math can pose challenges. Some phrases are ambiguous or
vary depending on context, which can confuse learners.

Ambiguity in Language

Words like “less than” or “more than” can be tricky because their mathematical order might differ
from their verbal order. For instance, “10 less than a number” translates to x − 10, not 10 − x.

Tip: Pay close attention to the phrase structure and, if possible, test both options to see which makes
sense in context.

Multiple Operations in One Sentence

Complex verbal expressions often combine several operations. Breaking down the sentence into
smaller parts and translating each segment separately before combining can help.

Variable Placement and Equation Setup

In algebra, placing variables correctly can be confusing, especially when phrases like “the sum of a
number and 5” appear. Remember that grouping words like “sum of” or “product of” indicate
parentheses around the terms involved.

How Mastering Verbal Expressions Enhances Math
Skills

Beyond simply translating words to numbers, mastering verbal expressions deepens overall
mathematical understanding. It improves reading comprehension, logical reasoning, and the ability to
communicate mathematical ideas clearly.



Educators often emphasize verbal expressions in math to help students:

- Build confidence in tackling word problems.
- Connect abstract symbols to real-world scenarios.
- Develop precise mathematical language skills.

For students, this skill opens the door to higher-level math, where translating complex verbal
statements into algebraic expressions is routine.

Tips for Teachers and Parents to Support Learning

Helping learners become comfortable with verbal expressions in math can be fun and engaging with
the right approach.

Use real-life examples: Incorporate everyday scenarios like shopping, cooking, or sports to
illustrate verbal expressions.

Encourage verbalization: Ask students to explain math problems in their own words,
reinforcing understanding.

Practice regularly: Frequent exercises with varied verbal expressions build fluency.

Visual aids: Use diagrams or flowcharts to map verbal statements to mathematical operations.

Interactive games: Math puzzles and quizzes focused on verbal expressions can make
learning lively.

Exploring Verbal Expressions in Advanced Mathematics

While verbal expressions are often associated with basic arithmetic and pre-algebra, they continue to
play a role in more advanced mathematics. In calculus, for example, phrases like “the rate of change
of” translate into derivatives. Similarly, in geometry, “the measure of the angle between” guides the
setup of trigonometric equations.

The skill of interpreting and crafting verbal expressions helps students grasp complex concepts and
communicate mathematical reasoning effectively.

---

Navigating verbal expressions in math is like learning a new dialect—once you get fluent, the
language of numbers becomes much more approachable and intuitive. Whether you’re decoding word
problems or expressing your own mathematical ideas, mastering this skill builds a strong foundation
for success in math and beyond.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are verbal expressions in math?
Verbal expressions in math are phrases or sentences that describe mathematical operations or
relationships using words instead of symbols or numbers.

How do you translate verbal expressions into algebraic
expressions?
To translate verbal expressions into algebraic expressions, identify the mathematical operations
described by the words and represent them using variables and symbols accordingly.

Can you give an example of a verbal expression and its
algebraic form?
Sure! The verbal expression "the sum of a number and five" translates to the algebraic expression x +
5, where x represents the number.

Why are verbal expressions important in learning math?
Verbal expressions help students understand how mathematical ideas are communicated in everyday
language, improving their ability to interpret and solve problems.

What common keywords indicate addition in verbal
expressions?
Common keywords indicating addition include "sum," "plus," "added to," "more than," and "increased
by."

How can verbal expressions be used in word problems?
Verbal expressions form the basis of word problems by describing relationships and operations that
need to be translated into equations to find solutions.

What strategies help in mastering verbal expressions in
math?
Strategies include practicing translation between words and symbols, recognizing operation
keywords, and solving various word problems to build familiarity.

Are verbal expressions the same as word problems?
No, verbal expressions are phrases describing mathematical operations, while word problems are full
scenarios or stories that use verbal expressions to pose a question requiring a solution.
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Verbal expressions in math serve as a crucial bridge between everyday language and
mathematical notation. They translate words into mathematical symbols, enabling clearer problem-
solving and communication of quantitative ideas. Understanding how to effectively interpret and
construct verbal expressions is fundamental not only for students but also for educators,
professionals, and anyone engaging with mathematical concepts. This article delves into the nuances
of verbal expressions in math, exploring their significance, challenges, and strategies for mastery.

Understanding Verbal Expressions in Mathematics

Verbal expressions in math refer to phrases or sentences that describe mathematical operations or
relationships using words. For instance, the phrase “the sum of a number and five” corresponds to the
algebraic expression \(x + 5\). Similarly, “three times the difference of a number and two” translates
to \(3(x - 2)\). These linguistic constructs enable individuals to conceptualize problems before
converting them into numerical or algebraic forms.

The ability to translate verbal statements into mathematical expressions is foundational in algebra,
word problems, and real-world applications. It demands a strong grasp of vocabulary related to
operations such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and relational concepts like equality
and inequality. Mastery of this skill enhances problem-solving efficiency and reduces errors stemming
from misinterpretation.

The Role of Verbal Expressions in Education

In educational contexts, verbal expressions form the cornerstone of early algebra learning. According
to a study by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), students who develop
proficiency in interpreting verbal expressions perform better in subsequent algebraic tasks and
standardized assessments. This proficiency reflects a deeper comprehension of mathematical
concepts beyond rote memorization.

However, verbal expressions can also introduce complexity. Ambiguous wording or unfamiliar
terminology may confuse learners, leading to misconceptions. For example, phrases like “decreased
by” and “less than” often cause students to reverse operations or misplace variables. Consequently,
educators emphasize explicit instruction and practice in decoding these expressions.

Common Types of Verbal Expressions in Mathematics

Verbal expressions span a variety of formats and complexities. Recognizing these types aids learners
and practitioners in systematically approaching translation.



Basic Arithmetic Operations

These include expressions involving the four fundamental operations:

Addition: “Sum of,” “added to,” “more than”

Subtraction: “Difference of,” “minus,” “less than”

Multiplication: “Product of,” “times,” “multiplied by”

Division: “Quotient of,” “divided by,” “per”

For example, “five more than twice a number” translates to \(2x + 5\).

Comparative and Relational Expressions

These expressions establish relationships between quantities, often involving equality or inequality:

“Equals,” “is,” “is the same as”

“Greater than,” “less than”

“At least,” “no more than”

Understanding these relational phrases is vital for setting up equations or inequalities from word
problems.

Complex Verbal Phrases and Nested Expressions

More advanced verbal expressions may involve nested operations or multiple steps, such as “the
difference between three times a number and four” which corresponds to \(3x - 4\). These require
careful parsing to maintain the correct order of operations.

Challenges and Common Pitfalls

While verbal expressions in math are intended to facilitate understanding, they often present
challenges:



Ambiguity in Language

Natural language can be imprecise. Words like “less than” might be interpreted differently depending
on sentence structure. For example, “five less than a number” is \(x - 5\), but “five less than twice a
number” could be mistakenly written as \(5 - 2x\) instead of \(2x - 5\).

Order of Operations Confusion

Verbal expressions may not explicitly state the order in which operations should be performed,
leading to errors. The phrase “the sum of a number and five, multiplied by three” requires
understanding that addition occurs before multiplication: \((x + 5) \times 3\), not \(x + (5 \times 3)\).

Misinterpretation of Terms

Certain words have multiple meanings in mathematics. “Product” always means multiplication, but
“difference” may be less intuitive. Without proper context, students might confuse these terms or
overlook subtle nuances.

Strategies for Mastering Verbal Expressions in Math

Enhancing skills with verbal expressions involves targeted approaches:

Familiarizing with Key Vocabulary

Developing a robust mathematical vocabulary is essential. Creating flashcards or glossaries of
common terms can reinforce recognition and recall.

Practicing Translation Exercises

Regular practice translating verbal statements into mathematical expressions—and vice versa—builds
fluency. For example, rewriting word problems or everyday scenarios as equations helps internalize
patterns.

Using Visual Aids and Models

Diagrams, number lines, and algebra tiles can help visualize relationships described verbally. This
contextualization supports comprehension and retention.



Engaging in Collaborative Problem-Solving

Group discussions encourage learners to articulate their reasoning, exposing different interpretations
and clarifying misunderstandings related to verbal expressions.

Applications Beyond the Classroom

Verbal expressions in math extend far beyond educational settings. Professionals in engineering,
finance, data analysis, and computer science frequently convert verbal requirements into
mathematical models. For example, financial analysts interpret verbal contracts and conditions to
formulate equations that predict investment outcomes. Similarly, software developers translate user
stories into algorithmic expressions using mathematical logic.

Moreover, verbal expressions underpin standardized testing frameworks and curricula worldwide,
underscoring their universal importance. The ability to decode and construct these expressions is
often a predictor of success in STEM fields.

Embracing verbal expressions as a foundational competence empowers individuals to navigate
complex problems, communicate quantitative ideas effectively, and apply mathematical reasoning in
diverse contexts. As mathematics continues to intertwine with technology and real-world challenges,
proficiency in verbal expressions remains an indispensable skill.
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Systems P. P. J. van den Bosch, A. C. van der Klauw, 2020-12-17 This book gives an in-depth
introduction to the areas of modeling, identification, simulation, and optimization. These scientific
topics play an increasingly dominant part in many engineering areas such as electrotechnology,
mechanical engineering, aerospace, and physics. This book represents a unique and concise
treatment of the mutual interactions among these topics. Techniques for solving general nonlinear



optimization problems as they arise in identification and many synthesis and design methods are
detailed. The main points in deriving mathematical models via prior knowledge concerning the
physics describing a system are emphasized. Several chapters discuss the identification of black-box
models. Simulation is introduced as a numerical tool for calculating time responses of almost any
mathematical model. The last chapter covers optimization, a generally applicable tool for
formulating and solving many engineering problems.
  verbal expressions in math: MCAS Subject Test Mathematics Grade 5 Michael Smith,
2021-01-15 Get the Targeted Practice You Need to Ace the MCAS Math Test! MCAS Subject Test
Mathematics Grade 5 includes easy-to-follow instructions, helpful examples, and plenty of math
practice problems to assist students to master each concept, brush up their problem-solving skills,
and create confidence. The MCAS math practice book provides numerous opportunities to evaluate
basic skills along with abundant remediation and intervention activities. It is a skill that permits you
to quickly master intricate information and produce better leads in less time. Students can boost
their test-taking skills by taking the book’s two practice MCAS Math exams. All test questions
answered and explained in detail. Important Features of the 5th grade MCAS Math Book: A
complete review of MCAS math test topics, Over 2,500 practice problems covering all topics tested,
The most important concepts you need to know, Clear and concise, easy-to-follow sections, Well
designed for enhanced learning and interest, Hands-on experience with all question types, 2
full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations, Cost-Effective Pricing, Powerful math
exercises to help you avoid traps and pacing yourself to beat the Massachusetts MCAS test. Students
will gain valuable experience and raise their confidence by taking 5th grade math practice tests,
learning about test structure, and gaining a deeper understanding of what is tested on the MCAS
math grade 5. If ever there was a book to respond to the pressure to increase students’ test scores,
this is it. Published By: The Math Notion www.mathnotion.com
  verbal expressions in math: Research Trends in Mathematics Teacher Education
Jane-Jane Lo, Keith R. Leatham, Laura R. Van Zoest, 2014-05-28 Research on the preparation and
continued development of mathematics teachers is becoming an increasingly important subset of
mathematics education research. Such research explores the attributes, knowledge, skills and
beliefs of mathematics teachers as well as methods for assessing and developing these critical
aspects of teachers and influences on teaching. Research Trends in Mathematics Teacher Education
focuses on three major themes in current mathematics teacher education research: mathematical
knowledge for teaching, teacher beliefs and identities, and tools and techniques to support teacher
learning. Through careful reports of individual research studies and cross-study syntheses of the
state of research in these areas, the book provides insights into teachers’ learning processes and
how these processes can be harnessed to develop effective teachers. Chapters investigate bedrock
skills needed for working with primary and secondary learners (writing relevant problems, planning
lessons, being attentive to student learning) and illustrate how knowledge can be accessed,
assessed, and nurtured over the course of a teaching career. Commentaries provide context for
current research while identifying areas deserving future study. Included among the topics:
Teachers’ curricular knowledge Teachers’ personal and classroom mathematics Teachers’ learning
journeys toward reasoning and sense-making Teachers’ transitions in noticing Teachers’ uses of a
learning trajectory as a tool for mathematics lesson planning A unique and timely set of perspectives
on the professional development of mathematics teachers at all stages of their careers, Research
Trends in Mathematics Teacher Education brings clarity and practical advice to researchers as well
as practitioners in this increasingly critical arena.
  verbal expressions in math: The Math Encyclopedia of Smarandache type Notions Marius
Coman, About the works of Florentin Smarandache have been written a lot of books (he himself
wrote dozens of books and articles regarding math, physics, literature, philosophy). Being a globally
recognized personality in both mathematics (there are countless functions and concepts that bear
his name) and literature, it is natural that the volume of writings about his research is huge. What
we try to do with this encyclopedia is to gather together as much as we can both from



Smarandache’s mathematical work and the works of many mathematicians around the world
inspired by the Smarandache notions. We structured this book using numbered Definitions,
Theorems, Conjectures, Notes and Comments, in order to facilitate an easier reading but also to
facilitate references to a specific paragraph. We divided the Bibliography in two parts, Writings by
Florentin Smarandache (indexed by the name of books and articles) and Writings on Smarandache
notions (indexed by the name of authors). We treated, in this book, about 130 Smarandache type
sequences, about 50 Smarandache type functions and many solved or open problems of number
theory. We also have, at the end of this book, a proposal for a new Smarandache type notion, id est
the concept of “a set of Smarandache-Coman divisors of order k of a composite positive integer n
with m prime factors”, notion that seems to have promising applications, at a first glance at least in
the study of absolute and relative Fermat pseudoprimes, Carmichael numbers and Poulet numbers.
This encyclopedia is both for researchers that will have on hand a tool that will help them “navigate”
in the universe of Smarandache type notions and for young math enthusiasts: many of them will be
attached by this wonderful branch of mathematics, number theory, reading the works of Florentin
Smarandache.
  verbal expressions in math: Algebra I Workbook Reza Nazari, Ava Ross, 2018-07-01 Algebra I
Workbook provides students with the confidence and math skills they need to succeed in any math
course they choose and prepare them for future study of Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre–Calculus and
Calculus, providing a solid foundation of Math topics with abundant exercises for each topic. It is
designed to address the needs of math students who must have a working knowledge of basic Math
and algebra. Inside the pages of this comprehensive workbook, students can learn algebra
operations in a structured manner with a complete study program to help them understand essential
math skills. It also has many exciting features, including: Dynamic design and easy–to–follow
activitiesA fun, interactive and concrete learning processTargeted, skill–building practicesFun
exercises that build confidenceAll solutions for the exercises are included, so you will always find the
answers Algebra I Workbook is an incredibly useful tool for those who want to review all topics
being taught in algebra courses. It efficiently and effectively reinforces learning outcomes through
engaging questions and repeated practice, helping you to quickly master Math skills. Get a copy
today and see how fast you will improve with the Algebra I Workbook. Published by: Effortless Math
Education www.EffortlessMath.com
  verbal expressions in math: Advanced Web Applications and Progressing E-Learning 2.0
Technologies in Higher Education Pelet, Jean-Éric, 2019-02-22 With the relevant use of internet
technologies such as Web 2.0 tools, e-learning can be a way to teach students anywhere at any time.
Quality internet connection and a mobile device, such as a smartphone or tablet, offer students the
capacities to grow along with knowledge, lectures, and helpful advice for learning in good
conditions. Advanced Web Applications and Progressing E-Learning 2.0 Technologies in Higher
Education is an essential reference source providing relevant theoretical frameworks and the latest
empirical research findings in e-learning and mobile learning in modern higher education and its
applications in other professional fields such as medical education. Featuring research on topics
such as m-learning, knowledge management technologies, computer graphics, image processing,
and web-based communities, this book is ideally designed for professionals and researchers seeking
coverage on education, adult education, sociology, computer science, and information technology.
  verbal expressions in math: Math-By GoLearningBus WAGmob, 2014-12-23 * * * * *
GoLearningBus: A quality product from WAG Mobile Inc !!! * * * * * More than 4 million paying
customers from 175 countries. GoLearningBus brings you a simple, crisp and to-the-point book for
learning Math. The eBook provides: 1. Snack sized chapters for easy learning. 2. Bite sized
flashcards to memorize key concepts. 3. Simple and easy quizzes for self-assessment. This eBook
provides a quick summary of Math by following snack sized chapters: Numbers and Operations,
Fractions and Decimals, Prime Numbers, LCM and GCF, Percentage and Average, Exponents and
Powers, Ratio and Proportion, Profit and Loss, Simple Interest and Compound Interest, Logarithms,
Basic Algebra, Linear Inequalities, Cartesian Coordinate System and Straight Lines, Geometric



Shapes and Figures, Geometry Formula Pack, Nets and Object Transformations, Measurement and
Conversions, Trigonometry, Absolute Value and Complex Numbers, Limits and Derivatives,
Integration, Permutations and Combinations, Probability, Series and Sequences, Statistics. Why
GoLearningBus eBooks: 1) Beautifully simple, Amazingly easy, Massive selection of eBooks. 2)
Enjoyable, Entertaining and Exciting eBooks. 3) An incredible value for money. Lifetime of free
updates! GoLearningBus Vision : simpleNeasy eBooks for a lifetime of on-the-go learning
GoLearningBus Mission : To make education enjoyable, entertaining, and exciting for everyone. Visit
us : www.GoLearningBus.com Please write to us at Team@WAGmob.com. We would love to improve
this eBook.
  verbal expressions in math: SAT Math Workbook: Up-to-Date Practice for the Digital
Exam Barron's Educational Series, Lawrence S. Leff, 2024-08-06 This is an intensive preparation for
the SAT math sections. It includes an overview of the digital SAT, including a breakdown of the
sections and how to prepare for exam day.
  verbal expressions in math: Teach Yourself VISUALLY Algebra David Alan Herzog,
2008-03-11 Algebra may seem intimidating?but it doesn't have to be. With Teach Yourself VISUALLY
Algebra, you can learn algebra in a fraction of the time and without ever losing your cool. This visual
guide takes advantage of color and illustrations to factor out confusion and helps you easily master
the subject. You'll review the various properties of numbers, as well as how to use powers and
exponents, fractions, decimals and percentages, and square and cube roots. Each chapter concludes
with exercises to reinforce your skills.
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