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Ho Chunk Tribe History: A Journey Through Time and Tradition

ho chunk tribe history traces back thousands of years, weaving a rich
tapestry of culture, resilience, and transformation. The Ho-Chunk people,
also known historically as the Winnebago, have a profound story that spans
from their ancient origins in the Midwest to their present-day communities.
Understanding their history offers a window into the broader narrative of
Native American endurance and adaptation in the face of immense challenges.

Origins and Early History of the Ho-Chunk

The Ho-Chunk tribe is part of the Siouan language family, with their
ancestral lands primarily located around what is now Wisconsin, Illinois,
Iowa, and Minnesota. Archaeological evidence suggests that the Ho-Chunk
people have lived in the Great Lakes region for at least a thousand years,
possibly longer, developing a distinct culture tied to the land’s rivers,
forests, and lakes.

Traditional Lifestyle and Culture

The Ho-Chunk were traditionally semi-nomadic, engaging in a mix of hunting,
fishing, gathering, and agriculture. Corn, beans, and squash — often called
the "Three Sisters" — were staple crops cultivated by the tribe. Their
society was organized into clans, each with specific roles and
responsibilities, which helped maintain social order and cultural continuity.

Spirituality played a vital role in Ho-Chunk life. They believed in a deep
connection to nature and the spiritual world, with ceremonies and rituals
designed to honor the land, ancestors, and the cosmos. Storytelling was also
a central cultural element, passing down history, values, and lessons through
generations.

The Impact of European Contact

The arrival of European explorers and settlers in the 17th and 18th centuries
marked a significant turning point in Ho-Chunk tribe history. Early
interactions involved trade, primarily in fur, but also brought disease,
conflict, and cultural disruption.



Trade and Early Relations

French fur traders were among the first Europeans to engage with the Ho-
Chunk, establishing relatively peaceful relationships. The tribe became an
essential part of the fur trade network, exchanging pelts for European goods
like metal tools, firearms, and cloth. This trade changed the Ho-Chunk
economy and introduced new items that became integrated into daily life.

Challenges and Displacement

Despite early cooperation, increasing European settlement led to tensions and
land loss. Throughout the 19th century, the Ho-Chunk faced forced removals
and broken treaties as the United States government expanded westward. These
policies uprooted many from their ancestral homelands, relocating them to
reservations in Nebraska, Iowa, and eventually back to Wisconsin.

Resilience and Adaptation Through Adversity

Although displacement deeply affected the Ho-Chunk people, their tribe
demonstrated remarkable resilience. They continually adapted to new
environments and political realities while preserving key aspects of their
culture.

Preserving Language and Traditions

Language preservation has been a cornerstone of Ho-Chunk cultural continuity.
The tribe has worked diligently to revitalize the Ho-Chunk language through
educational programs, community events, and the creation of language
resources. This effort helps strengthen identity and connects younger
generations with their heritage.

Traditional ceremonies, dances, and crafts also remain vital. Powwows and
cultural gatherings serve not only as social occasions but also as
opportunities to teach history and values. Beadwork, pottery, and other
artisan crafts carry forward ancient techniques while reflecting contemporary
experiences.

Modern Governance and Economic Development

Today, the Ho-Chunk Nation operates as a federally recognized tribe with its
own government, which manages health, education, and economic initiatives.
The tribe has successfully diversified its economy, with ventures in gaming,



tourism, and natural resource management. These enterprises provide funding
for community programs and help sustain tribal sovereignty.

Significant Contributions and Legacy

The Ho-Chunk people have contributed richly to the cultural and historical
fabric of the United States. Their stories of survival and cultural pride
resonate beyond their communities, offering lessons in resilience and respect
for the environment.

Artistic and Cultural Influence

Ho-Chunk artists and storytellers continue to share their heritage widely,
enriching Native American art in the broader American cultural landscape.
Their use of symbolism and natural motifs reflects a worldview centered on
balance and harmony, inspiring both indigenous and non-indigenous audiences.

Environmental Stewardship

The tribe’s traditional ecological knowledge informs contemporary
environmental stewardship practices. Their approach emphasizes
sustainability, restoration, and a reciprocal relationship with
nature—principles increasingly recognized as vital in today’s environmental
discourse.

Understanding Ho Chunk Tribe History Today

Exploring the Ho-Chunk tribe history is not only about looking into the past
but also about appreciating an ongoing story of identity, community, and
growth. For those interested in Native American cultures or Midwest history,
the Ho-Chunk offer a compelling example of how indigenous peoples navigate
change while honoring their roots.

Visiting Ho-Chunk cultural centers or participating in public events can
provide firsthand experience of the tribe’s living traditions. For
researchers and history enthusiasts, numerous archives and tribal
publications offer detailed accounts and oral histories that deepen
understanding.

Whether through their rich language, vibrant ceremonies, or modern
governance, the Ho-Chunk Nation stands as a testament to the enduring spirit
of Native American communities in the United States. Their history invites us
to reflect on the complexities of cultural survival and the importance of



respecting indigenous heritage in shaping our shared future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the Ho-Chunk Tribe?
The Ho-Chunk Tribe, also known as the Winnebago Tribe, is a Native American
people originally from the Wisconsin region. They have a rich cultural
heritage and are known for their distinct language and traditions.

What is the origin of the Ho-Chunk Tribe?
The Ho-Chunk Tribe is believed to have originated in the Great Lakes region,
particularly in present-day Wisconsin. They have lived in this area for
centuries and have a strong connection to the land.

What language do the Ho-Chunk people speak?
The Ho-Chunk people speak the Ho-Chunk language, which is part of the Siouan
language family. Efforts are ongoing to preserve and revitalize the language
among tribe members.

What role did the Ho-Chunk Tribe play in early
American history?
The Ho-Chunk Tribe played a significant role in early American history
through trade, alliances, and conflicts with European settlers and other
Native American tribes. They were involved in various treaties and land
negotiations during the 18th and 19th centuries.

How did the Ho-Chunk Tribe respond to forced removal
policies?
The Ho-Chunk Tribe faced forced removal from their ancestral lands multiple
times in the 19th century, but many members resisted relocation efforts and
some eventually returned to Wisconsin, maintaining their cultural identity
and community.

What are some traditional practices of the Ho-Chunk
Tribe?
Traditional practices of the Ho-Chunk Tribe include ceremonies such as the
Bear Dance, storytelling, crafting beadwork and quillwork, and seasonal
hunting and gathering activities that are integral to their cultural
heritage.



Where is the Ho-Chunk Nation headquartered today?
The Ho-Chunk Nation is headquartered in Black River Falls, Wisconsin. It is a
federally recognized tribe with its own government and provides various
services to its members.

How does the Ho-Chunk Tribe preserve its history and
culture?
The Ho-Chunk Tribe preserves its history and culture through language
programs, cultural centers, museums, educational initiatives, and the
continuation of traditional ceremonies and practices.

What impact did European colonization have on the
Ho-Chunk Tribe?
European colonization brought significant challenges to the Ho-Chunk Tribe,
including disease, land loss, forced removal, and cultural disruption.
Despite these hardships, the tribe has persevered and continues to thrive
today.

Additional Resources
Ho Chunk Tribe History: An In-Depth Exploration of a Resilient Indigenous
People

ho chunk tribe history traces back several centuries, unveiling a rich
tapestry of culture, resilience, and adaptation. Known also as the Winnebago,
the Ho Chunk people have a storied past intertwined with the broader
narratives of Native American tribes in the Midwest. Understanding their
history is essential not only to appreciating their cultural heritage but
also to recognizing their ongoing contributions in contemporary society.

Origins and Early History

The origins of the Ho Chunk tribe are deeply rooted in the Great Lakes
region, particularly around present-day Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and
Illinois. Linguistically classified within the Siouan language family, the Ho
Chunk people originally thrived in the woodlands and prairies of the Midwest,
engaging in hunting, fishing, and agriculture. Their early settlements were
characterized by villages built near rivers and lakes, which provided
essential resources and transportation routes.

Historical accounts and archeological evidence suggest that the Ho Chunk were
part of a larger network of Siouan-speaking peoples who migrated and
established themselves in the region over a millennium ago. The tribe’s name,



"Ho Chunk," means “People of the Sacred Voice” or “People of the Big Voice,”
reflecting the deep spiritual connection that the tribe maintains with its
origins and land.

Societal Structure and Cultural Practices

The Ho Chunk tribe historically organized themselves around clan systems,
with social roles and responsibilities delineated by lineage and kinship.
Their societal organization emphasized cooperation, communal living, and
respect for natural resources, which were central to their survival and
cultural identity.

Ceremonial life played a significant role in Ho Chunk culture. Rituals,
dances, and storytelling were integral in transmitting oral histories and
cultural values. The tribe’s intricate beadwork, pottery, and traditional
regalia are testimonies to their artistic prowess and cultural continuity.

Contact with European Settlers and Consequences

The arrival of European settlers in the 17th and 18th centuries marked a
turning point in Ho Chunk tribe history. Initial contact was often through
trade, particularly fur trading, which introduced new goods and economic
opportunities. However, this interaction also brought profound challenges.

European diseases, to which the Ho Chunk had no immunity, devastated
populations, causing significant demographic shifts. Moreover, shifting
political dynamics and territorial pressure from expanding European
settlements led to conflicts and displacement.

Land Cessions and Forced Relocations

Throughout the 19th century, the Ho Chunk faced a series of treaties that
resulted in substantial loss of their ancestral lands. The U.S. government
pressured the tribe into ceding territories in Wisconsin and neighboring
states, often under coercive terms.

One of the most consequential aspects of this period was the forced removal
of the Ho Chunk people to reservations far from their traditional homelands,
including areas in Nebraska, Minnesota, and South Dakota. These relocations
disrupted their social structures, economies, and cultural practices,
imposing hardships that had lasting impacts on the community.



Modern Era: Sovereignty and Cultural Revival

Despite centuries of adversity, the Ho Chunk tribe has demonstrated
remarkable resilience and adaptability. In the 20th and 21st centuries,
efforts toward sovereignty, self-governance, and cultural revitalization have
become central to their identity.

The federally recognized Ho-Chunk Nation, headquartered in Wisconsin,
exercises authority over its lands and governance, operating various economic
enterprises including gaming casinos, which have become important sources of
revenue and employment.

Cultural Preservation Initiatives

In recent decades, the Ho Chunk tribe has invested heavily in preserving and
promoting its language, traditions, and history. Language revitalization
programs aim to teach the Ho-Chunk language to younger generations,
addressing the risk of language loss. Cultural centers and museums serve as
repositories for artifacts and educational resources, fostering greater
awareness both within and outside the community.

Educational initiatives and partnerships with academic institutions have also
facilitated research into Ho Chunk history, enabling a more nuanced
understanding of their heritage and contributions.

Comparative Perspectives: Ho Chunk and Other
Midwest Tribes

When examining Ho Chunk tribe history in the context of other indigenous
groups in the Midwest, several parallels and distinctions emerge. Like the
Menominee, Ojibwe, and Potawatomi peoples, the Ho Chunk endured displacement
and cultural disruption due to European colonization. However, the Ho Chunk’s
particular linguistic heritage and clan-based social system set them apart in
cultural specifics.

Economically, the Ho Chunk’s successful adaptation to modern enterprises such
as gaming parallels trends seen in other tribes but is distinguished by the
tribe’s strategic community development initiatives. The balance between
economic development and cultural preservation remains a critical focus.

Challenges and Opportunities in the 21st Century

The Ho Chunk Nation continues to navigate complex challenges, including



health disparities, economic development, and cultural sustainability. Access
to healthcare and education remains vital, as does addressing historical
trauma through community programs.

Opportunities arise from increasing recognition of indigenous rights and
growing interest in Native American cultures. The Ho Chunk tribe actively
participates in regional and national forums advocating for tribal
sovereignty, environmental stewardship, and cultural heritage.

Pros of Economic Development: Financial independence, job creation, and
funding for cultural programs.

Cons of Modernization: Risk of cultural dilution, generational divides,
and balancing tradition with economic needs.

Conclusion

The Ho Chunk tribe history is a compelling narrative of endurance,
adaptation, and cultural richness. From their ancient origins in the heart of
the Midwest to their contemporary governance and cultural revival, the Ho
Chunk people exemplify the complexities and strengths of indigenous
communities in America. Understanding their past provides crucial insights
into their present challenges and future aspirations, enriching the broader
discourse on Native American histories and identities.
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  ho chunk tribe history: Ho-Chunk Tribal History David Lee Smith, 1996
  ho chunk tribe history: Voicing Across Space Angel Mae Hinzo, 2016 The Ho-Chunk people,
or People of the Big Voice, have lived in the area that is now known as Wisconsin since time
immemorial. Despite struggles associated with removal from ancestral territory and settler
government attempts at genocide, they remain strongly tied to their place of creation. The United
States government recognizes the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska and Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin
as two separate political entities, ignoring pre-Euroamerican relationships of the communities as one
nation. This dissertation focuses on mid-19th to 20th century Ho-Chunk history to demonstrate the
ties that continue to exist between the two communities and the differing histories that have
informed each community’s current state. Themes of environmental stewardship, Ho-Chunk
women’s experiences, and self-determination characterize this tribal history. This research focuses
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on the historical memory of Ho-Chunk/Winnebago communities and how events of the past continue
to be remembered and influence present life. This investigation recognizes the historical narrative of
removal that has formed separate communities in Wisconsin and Nebraska, the impact of Indian
education policy on Ho-Chunk communities, addresses intertribal activism in the Termination Era,
and investigates how the Ho-Chunk/Winnebago have advocated for their people as a Big Voice.
  ho chunk tribe history: The Oxford Handbook of American Indian History Frederick E.
Hoxie, 2016 The Oxford Handbook of American Indian History presents the story of the indigenous
peoples who lived-and live-in the territory that became the United States. It describes the major
aspects of the historical change that occurred over the past 500 years with essays by leading
experts, both Native and non-Native, that focus on significant moments of upheaval and change,
place-based histories of major centers of indigenous occupation, and overviews of major aspects of
Indian community and national life.
  ho chunk tribe history: A History in Indigenous Voices Carol Cornelius, 2023-06-28 A
history of Wisconsin’s Indigenous past, present, and future—in Native peoples’ own words. Treaties
made in the 1800s between the United States and the Indigenous nations of what is now Wisconsin
have had profound influence on the region’s cultural and political landscape. Yet few people realize
that in the early part of that century, the Menominee and Ho-Chunk Nations of Wisconsin signed
land treaties with several Indigenous nations from New York State. At the onset of the removal era,
these eastern nations, including the Oneida Nation and the Six Nations Confederacy, were under
constant pressure from the federal government and land speculators to move to lands around Green
Bay and Lake Winnebago. In this groundbreaking book, Carol A. Cornelius has compiled a careful
account of these nation-to-nation treaties, in large part in the words of those Indigenous leaders who
served as the voices and representatives of their nations. Drawing on a rich collection of primary
sources, Cornelius walks readers through how, why, and for whom these treaties were made and
how the federal government’s failure and unwillingness to acknowledge their legitimacy led to the
further loss of Indigenous lands. The living documents transcribed here testify to the complexity and
sovereignty of Indigenous governance then and now, making this volume a vital resource for
historians and an accessible introduction to Indigenous treatymaking in Wisconsin. Winner of the
2024 Wisconsin Historical Society’s Book of Merit Award Finalist for the 2023 Foreword INDIES
Book of the Year Award for Adult Nonfiction History
  ho chunk tribe history: Indian Nations of Wisconsin Patty Loew, 2013-06-30 From origin
stories to contemporary struggles over treaty rights and sovereignty issues, Indian Nations of
Wisconsin explores Wisconsin's rich Native tradition. This unique volume—based on the historical
perspectives of the state’s Native peoples—includes compact tribal histories of the Ojibwe,
Potawatomi, Oneida, Menominee, Mohican, Ho-Chunk, and Brothertown Indians. Author Patty Loew
focuses on oral tradition—stories, songs, the recorded words of Indian treaty negotiators, and
interviews—along with other untapped Native sources, such as tribal newspapers, to present a
distinctly different view of history. Lavishly illustrated with maps and photographs, Indian Nations of
Wisconsin is indispensable to anyone interested in the region's history and its Native peoples. The
first edition of Indian Nations of Wisconsin: Histories of Endurance and Renewal, won the Wisconsin
Library Association's 2002 Outstanding Book Award.
  ho chunk tribe history: Citizens of a Stolen Land Stephen Kantrowitz, 2023-03-09 This
concise and revealing history reconsiders the Civil War era by centering one Native American tribe’s
encounter with citizenship. In 1837, eleven years before Wisconsin’s admission as a state,
representatives of the Ho-Chunk people yielded under immense duress and signed a treaty that
ceded their remaining ancestral lands to the U.S. government. Over the four decades that followed,
as “free soil” settlement repeatedly demanded their further expulsion, many Ho-Chunk people lived
under the U.S. government’s policies of “civilization,” allotment, and citizenship. Others lived as
outlaws, evading military campaigns to expel them and adapting their ways of life to new
circumstances. After the Civil War, as Reconstruction’s vision of nonracial, national, birthright
citizenship excluded most Native Americans, the Ho-Chunk who remained in their Wisconsin



homeland understood and exploited this contradiction. Professing eagerness to participate in the
postwar nation, they gained the right to remain in Wisconsin as landowners and voters while
retaining their language, culture, and identity as a people. This history of Ho-Chunk sovereignty and
citizenship offer a bracing new perspective on citizenship’s perils and promises, the way the broader
nineteenth-century conflict between “free soil” and slaveholding expansion shaped Indigenous life,
and the continuing impact of Native people’s struggles and claims on U.S. politics and society.
  ho chunk tribe history: The Ho Chunk Nation Ho Chunk Nation Department of Historical
Preservation,
  ho chunk tribe history: American Indian Reservations and Trust Areas Veronica E.
Velarde Tiller, 1996
  ho chunk tribe history: A Thousand Pieces of Paradise Lynne Heasley, 2012-04-19 A Thousand
Pieces of Paradise is an ecological history of property and a cultural history of rural ecosystems set
in one of the Midwest’s most historically significant regions, the Kickapoo River Valley. Whether
examining the national war on soil erosion, Amish migration, a Corps of Engineers dam project, or
Native American land claims, Lynne Heasley traces the history of modern American property
debates. Her book holds powerful lessons for rural communities seeking to reconcile competing
values about land and their place in it.
  ho chunk tribe history: Powwow Clyde Ellis, Luke E. Lassiter, Gary H. Dunham, 2005-01-01
This anthology examines the origins, meanings, and enduring power of the powwow. Held on and off
reservations, in rural and urban settings, powwows are an important vehicle for Native peoples to
gather regularly. Although sometimes a paradoxical combination of both tribal and intertribal
identities, they are a medium by which many groups maintain important practices. Powwow begins
with an exploration of the history and significance of powwows, ranging from the Hochunk dances of
the early twentieth century to present-day Southern Cheyenne gatherings to the contemporary
powwow circuit of the northern plains. Contributors discuss the powwow?s performative and
cultural dimensions, including emcees, song and dance, the expression of traditional values, and the
Powwow Princess. The final section examines how powwow practices have been appropriated and
transformed by Natives and non-Natives during the past few decades. Of special note is the use of
powwows by Native communities in the eastern United States, by Germans, by gay and lesbian
Natives, and by New Agers.
  ho chunk tribe history: Calling This Place Home Joan M. Jensen, Professor Joan M Jensen,
2009-08 Swedish domestic worker Emina Johnson witnessed the great Peshtigo fire in 1871;
Cherokee nurse Isabella Wolfe served the Lac du Flambeau reservation for decades; the author's
own grandmother, Matilda Schopp, was one of numerous immigrants who eked out a living on the
Wisconsin cutover. Calling This Place Home tells the stories of these and many other Native and
settler women during Wisconsin's frontier era. Noted historian Joan M. Jensen spent more than a
decade delving into the lives of a remarkable range of women who lived during the mid-nineteenth
through the early twentieth century's. These individuals shared many struggles as economies
evolved from logging to dairying to tourism. Facing many challenges, they cared for their sick,
educated their children, maintained their cultural identity, and preserved their own means of
worship. Entwining the experiences of Native and settler communities, Jensen uses photographs and
documents to examine and illustrate the recovered stories of representative but often overlooked
women. This comprehensive volume brings a deeper understanding of the state's history through the
stories of individual women and the broader developments that shaped their lives.
  ho chunk tribe history: Wisconsin Magazine of History Milo Milton Quaife, Joseph Schafer,
Edward P. Alexander, Edward Porter Alexander, 2012
  ho chunk tribe history: The Misunderstood Mission of Jean Nicolet Patrick J. Jung,
2018-10-15 For years, schoolchildren heard the story of Jean Nicolet’s arrival in Wisconsin. But the
popularized image of the hapless explorer landing with billowing robe and guns blazing, supposedly
believing himself to have found a passage to China, is based on scant evidence—a false narrative
perpetuated by fanciful artists’ renditions and repetition. In more recent decades, historians have



pieced together a story that is not only more likely but more complicated and interesting. Patrick
Jung synthesizes the research about Nicolet and his superior Samuel de Champlain, whose
diplomatic goals in the region are crucial to understanding this much misunderstood journey across
the Great Lakes. Additionally, historical details about Franco-Indian relations and the search for the
Northwest Passage provide a framework for understanding Nicolet’s famed mission.
  ho chunk tribe history: Federal Register , 2013-08
  ho chunk tribe history: Army History , 1989
  ho chunk tribe history: Encyclopedia of American Indian Removal Daniel F. Littlefield Jr.,
James W. Parins, 2011-01-19 This work is a comprehensive encyclopedia of Indian removal that
accurately presents the removal process as a political, economic, and tribally complicit affair. In
1830, Andrew Jackson became the first U.S. president to implement removal of Native Americans
with the passage of the Indian Removal Act. Less than a decade later, tens of thousands of Native
Americans—Cherokee, Chickasaw, Muscogee-Creek, Seminole, and others—were forcibly moved
from their tribal lands to enable settlement by Caucasians of European origin. Encyclopedia of
American Indian Removal presents a realistic depiction of removal as a complicated process that
was deeply affected by political, economic, and tribal factors, rather than the popular romanticized
concept of American Indians being herded west by military troops through a trackless wilderness.
This work is presented in two volumes. Volume One contains essays on subjects and people that are
general in scope and arranged alphabetically by subject; Volume Two is dedicated to primary
documents regarding Indian removal and examines specific information about political debates,
Indian responses to removal policy, and removals of individual tribes.
  ho chunk tribe history: The Big Marsh Cheri Register, 2016-05-01 Under the corn and
soybean fields of southern Minnesota lies the memory of vast, age-old wetlands, drained away over
the last 130 years in the name of agricultural progress. But not everyone saw wetlands as wasteland.
Before 1900, Freeborn County’s Big Marsh provided a wealth of resources for the neighboring
communities. Families hunted its immense flocks of migrating waterfowl, fished its waters, trapped
muskrats and mink, and harvested wood and medicinal plants. As farmland prices rose, however, the
value of the land under the water became more attractive to people with capital. While residents
fought bitterly, powerful outside investors overrode local opposition and found a way to drain 18,000
acres of wetland at public expense. Author Cheri Register stumbled upon her great-grandfather’s
scathing critique of the draining and was intrigued. Following the clues he left, she uncovers the
stories of life on the Big Marsh and of the “connivers” who plotted its end: the Minneapolis land
developer, his local fixer, an Illinois banker, and the lovelorn local lawyer who did their footwork.
The Big Marsh, an environmental history told from a personal point of view, shows the enduring
value of wild places and the importance of the fight to preserve them, both then and now.
  ho chunk tribe history: The Girl in the Middle Martha A. Sandweiss, 2025-04-15 A haunting
image of an unnamed Native child and a recovered story of the American West In 1868, celebrated
Civil War photographer Alexander Gardner traveled to Fort Laramie to document the federal
government’s treaty negotiations with the Lakota and other tribes of the northern plains. Gardner,
known for his iconic portrait of Abraham Lincoln and his visceral pictures of the Confederate dead at
Antietam, posed six federal peace commissioners with a young Native girl wrapped in a blanket. The
hand-labeled prints carefully name each of the men, but the girl is never identified. As The Girl in
the Middle goes in search of her, it draws readers into the entangled lives of the photographer and
his subjects. Martha A. Sandweiss paints a riveting portrait of the turbulent age of Reconstruction
and westward expansion. She follows Gardner from his birthplace in Scotland to the American
frontier, as his dreams of a utopian future across the Atlantic fall to pieces. She recounts the lives of
William S. Harney, a slave-owning Union general who earned the Lakota name “Woman Killer,” and
Samuel F. Tappan, an abolitionist who led the investigation into the Sand Creek massacre. And she
identifies Sophie Mousseau, the girl in Gardner’s photograph, whose life swerved in unexpected
directions as American settlers pushed into Indian Country and the federal government confined
Native peoples to reservations. Spinning a spellbinding historical tale from a single enigmatic image,



The Girl in the Middle reveals how the American nation grappled with what kind of country it would
be as it expanded westward in the aftermath of the Civil War.
  ho chunk tribe history: In Our Hands Jaida Grey Eagle, Jill Ahlberg Yohe, Casey Riley,
2023-10-24 A groundbreaking exhibition catalogue of Native, First Nations, Metis, and Inuit
photography from the nineteenth century to the present day Photographs of and by Native people
have long been exhibited in museums. All too often, however, such exhibitions have misrepresented
vital cultural and historical contexts, neglecting the depth of practice, supporting scholarship, and
Native perspectives relevant to the work. By developing a broadly representative curatorial council
of prominent academics and artists, more than half of whom represent Native communities in the
United States and Canada, this book significantly expands the traditional discourses of photographic
history. With incisive contributions by individual curatorial council members, In Our Hands presents
Native photography in three thematic sections that underscore the following: Native people are
present in all facets of American life; their role is transformative in the larger society; and their view
of, and connections to, the land and all living things is holistic and fundamental. The publication
features 130 photographic works by Native photographers from the late nineteenth century to the
present, ranging from documentary photographs to family snapshots to conceptual works. Illustrated
in full color, the photographs in this book offer diverse perspectives spanning geographic,
chronological, and artistic experience, and shed new light on the extraordinary contributions of
Native, First Nations, Metis, and Inuit artists to the art of the Americas. Distributed for the
Minneapolis Institute of Art Exhibition Schedule: Minneapolis Institute of Art (October 22,
2023-January 14, 2024)
  ho chunk tribe history: Buried Indians Laurie Hovell McMillin, 2006 In Buried Indians,
Laurie Hovell McMillin presents the struggle of her hometown, Trempealeau, Wisconsin, to
determine whether platform mounds atop Trempealeau Mountain constitute authentic Indian
mounds. This dispute, as McMillin subtly demonstrates, reveals much about the attitude and
interaction - past and present - between the white and Indian inhabitants of this Midwestern town.
McMillin's account, rich in detail and sensitive to current political issues of American Indian
interactions with the dominant European American culture, locates two opposing views: one that
denies a Native American presence outright and one that asserts its long history and ruthless
destruction. The highly reflective oral histories McMillin includes turn Buried Indians into an
accessible, readable portrait of a uniquely American culture clash and a dramatic narrative
grounded in people's genuine perceptions of what the platform mounds mean.
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