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Civilization and Its Discontents Text: Exploring Freud’s Profound Work

civilization and its discontents text is a significant piece of literature in the realm of
psychoanalysis and cultural critique. Authored by Sigmund Freud in 1930, this work
delves deep into the conflicts between individual desires and societal expectations. It's not
just a psychological treatise but also a philosophical reflection on the cost of civilization
and the inherent tensions that arise from living in organized societies. For anyone
fascinated by human nature, culture, and the psychology behind social structures, the
civilization and its discontents text offers an invaluable perspective.

Understanding the Core Themes of Civilization
and Its Discontents

Freud’s work touches on several profound themes that continue to resonate today. At its
heart, civilization and its discontents text wrestles with the eternal struggle between the
human instinctual drives and the restrictions imposed by cultural norms.

The Conflict Between Instinct and Society

One of the central ideas Freud presents is how civilization demands the repression of
basic instincts. Humans naturally seek pleasure, freedom, and gratification, but society
requires individuals to suppress these desires to maintain order and cohesion. This
repression, according to Freud, leads to a sense of dissatisfaction or discontent within
people—a feeling that civilization itself inadvertently fosters unhappiness by curbing
natural impulses.

The Role of the Superego and Guilt

Freud introduces the concept of the superego as the internalized voice of societal rules
and morals. This psychic structure constantly monitors and judges our actions, often
generating feelings of guilt when we step outside accepted boundaries. The civilization
and its discontents text explores how this mechanism contributes to an ongoing inner
conflict, as the superego enforces standards that can sometimes feel harsh or unforgiving.

The Psychological Impact of Civilization on the
Individual

Freud’s analysis goes beyond mere philosophical speculation; he grounds his arguments in



psychoanalytic theory and observations of human behavior. The civilization and its
discontents text highlights several psychological consequences of living within a
structured society.

Neurosis as a Byproduct of Repression

According to Freud, the tension between instinctual desires and societal restrictions often
manifests as neurosis—a term describing various psychological disorders characterized by
anxiety and emotional distress. The more civilization demands conformity and self-control,
the greater the potential for individuals to experience internal conflict, leading to mental
health challenges.

The Illusion of Happiness Through Civilization

Interestingly, Freud suggests that while civilization offers safety, comfort, and cultural
achievements, it does not necessarily guarantee happiness. The very mechanisms that
maintain social order—laws, customs, moral expectations—also breed a pervasive sense of
dissatisfaction. This paradox is at the core of the civilization and its discontents text:
civilization is both the source of progress and the cause of psychological unease.

Historical Context and Relevance Today

To fully appreciate the civilization and its discontents text, it’s important to consider the
historical moment in which Freud wrote the book. Post-World War I Europe was a period
marked by upheaval, disillusionment, and questioning of traditional values.

Freud’s Response to Post-War Societal Changes

The devastation of the Great War challenged the optimistic belief in progress and
rationality that had dominated the 19th century. Freud’s reflections in this text can be
seen as a response to the widespread sense of alienation and trauma experienced by many
during this era. His work captures the psychological undercurrents of a society struggling
to reconcile the desire for order with the chaotic realities of human nature.

Why Civilization and Its Discontents Remains Relevant

Fast forward to the 21st century, and Freud’s insights remain surprisingly pertinent. In an
age of rapid technological advancement and global interconnectedness, individuals still
grapple with the balance between personal freedom and social responsibility. The rise of
mental health awareness, debates about social norms, and cultural conflicts all echo the
themes Freud explored nearly a century ago.



Key Concepts to Remember from Civilization and
Its Discontents Text

While the book is dense with philosophical and psychoanalytic content, some key concepts
stand out as particularly impactful for readers seeking to understand human psychology
and society.

Repression: The act of pushing instinctual desires out of conscious awareness to
conform to social rules.

Instinctual Drives: Basic human motivations such as Eros (life drive) and Thanatos
(death drive) that influence behavior.

Superego: The internalized societal norms that guide moral judgment and induce
guilt.

Neurosis: Psychological distress resulting from the clash between individual desires
and societal expectations.

Civilization’s Price: The trade-off between societal order and individual happiness.

How to Approach Reading Civilization and Its
Discontents Text

If you’re considering diving into Freud’s work, here are some tips to get the most out of
your reading experience:

Take Your Time with Complex Ideas

Freud’s writing can be dense and layered, so it’s helpful to read slowly and reflect on the
concepts. Don’t hesitate to revisit passages or consult secondary sources for clarification.

Relate the Text to Modern Experiences

Try to connect Freud’s observations to contemporary society or your own life. How do you
see the tension between personal freedom and societal demands playing out today? This
approach makes the text more relatable and meaningful.



Engage in Discussions

Talking about the civilization and its discontents text with others—whether in a study
group or online forum—can provide new insights and deepen your understanding.
Different perspectives often shed light on nuances you might have missed.

Freud’s Legacy and Influence Through This Text

Beyond its immediate content, civilization and its discontents text has had a lasting impact
on multiple fields such as psychology, sociology, philosophy, and cultural studies.

Influencing Psychoanalytic Thought

This book expanded the scope of psychoanalysis beyond the individual psyche to include
societal and cultural dimensions. Freud’s exploration of how civilization shapes mental
health paved the way for future theorists to examine the interplay between society and
psychology.

Shaping Cultural Critique

Freud’s insights inspired thinkers to critically analyze the costs of modernization and the
structures of power within society. His notion that civilization demands sacrifices from
individuals continues to influence debates about freedom, conformity, and social control.

Cross-Disciplinary Relevance

The themes in civilization and its discontents text resonate with disciplines like
anthropology, political science, and literature, highlighting the universal nature of the
conflicts Freud described.

Exploring the civilization and its discontents text offers a window into the complexities of
human nature and the paradoxes of living within society. Freud’s candid examination of
the price we pay for civilization encourages us to reflect on our own experiences of
happiness, freedom, and social belonging in an increasingly complex world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Sigmund Freud's 'Civilization



and Its Discontents'?
The main theme of 'Civilization and Its Discontents' is the conflict between individual
desires and the demands of civilization, exploring how societal rules and norms suppress
human instincts, leading to unhappiness and psychological tension.

How does Freud describe the role of the superego in
'Civilization and Its Discontents'?
Freud describes the superego as the internalized authority of society and parental figures,
which enforces moral standards and induces feelings of guilt and repression to maintain
social order.

What does Freud mean by the 'oceanic feeling'
mentioned in the text?
The 'oceanic feeling' refers to a sense of boundlessness and oneness with the universe,
which Freud discusses as a spiritual or religious feeling that some individuals experience,
though he remains skeptical of its origins.

How does Freud explain the source of human suffering
in 'Civilization and Its Discontents'?
Freud explains that human suffering arises from the repression of instinctual desires by
civilization, the inevitability of death, and the resulting guilt and neuroses that stem from
the conflict between individual drives and societal expectations.

What is Freud's perspective on the relationship between
civilization and happiness?
Freud argues that civilization inherently limits individual freedom and pleasure by
imposing restrictions necessary for social cohesion, which results in a trade-off where
civilization ensures safety and order at the cost of personal happiness.

How does 'Civilization and Its Discontents' address the
concept of aggression?
Freud views aggression as a fundamental human instinct that civilization attempts to
control and redirect, but its suppression can lead to internal conflict and contributes to the
discontent experienced by individuals within society.

In what way does Freud link religion to civilization in
the text?
Freud links religion to civilization by portraying it as a collective neurosis that functions to
restrain human desires and provide psychological comfort, helping individuals cope with
the harsh realities and limitations imposed by civilization.



Why is 'Civilization and Its Discontents' considered a
significant work in psychoanalytic theory?
It is considered significant because it extends psychoanalytic theory beyond the individual
to examine the broader social and cultural dimensions of psychological conflict, providing
deep insights into the tensions between human nature and societal structures.

Additional Resources
Civilization and Its Discontents Text: An Analytical Review of Freud’s Landmark Work

civilization and its discontents text stands as one of Sigmund Freud’s most profound
and enduring contributions to psychoanalytic literature. First published in 1930, this
seminal text explores the inherent tensions between individual desires and the demands of
society. Freud’s reflections delve into the psychological costs of civilization, examining
why human beings often experience unease despite the comforts and order that society
provides. This article offers an analytical review of the civilization and its discontents text,
dissecting its core themes, contextual relevance, and the psychological insights that
continue to resonate in contemporary discourse.

Context and Background of Civilization and Its
Discontents

Written during a period marked by social upheaval and the aftermath of World War I, the
civilization and its discontents text reflects Freud’s attempt to understand the sources of
widespread human dissatisfaction. At the time, Europe was grappling with the collapse of
traditional structures and the rise of new social orders. Freud’s work can be seen as both
a product of and a response to this tumultuous era.

Unlike his earlier works that focused primarily on individual psychology, civilization and
its discontents extends psychoanalytic theory into the realm of societal dynamics. Freud
posits that civilization, while necessary for human survival and progress, imposes
restrictions that inevitably generate conflict and discontent within the individual psyche.
The text bridges psychoanalysis, philosophy, and sociology, offering a multidisciplinary
perspective on the human condition.

Core Themes Explored in Civilization and Its
Discontents

Freud’s civilization and its discontents text centers on several interrelated themes that
highlight the paradox of human existence within society.



The Conflict Between the Individual and Society

At the heart of the text is the tension between individual instinctual drives and the
demands of civilization. Freud argues that the pursuit of personal gratification—especially
of sexual and aggressive impulses—is curtailed by societal norms and laws designed to
maintain order. This repression is necessary but comes at the cost of causing internal
conflict and psychological distress.

The concept of the “superego,” representing internalized societal rules, emerges as a
critical factor in this friction. The superego exerts pressure on the ego, leading to feelings
of guilt and anxiety when personal desires clash with social expectations. Thus,
civilization’s very structure breeds discontent in its inhabitants.

Love, Aggression, and the Human Psyche

Freud explores the dual forces of Eros (the life instinct) and Thanatos (the death instinct)
to explain human behavior within civilization. The life instinct promotes survival,
reproduction, and social bonds, while the death instinct manifests as aggression and self-
destructive tendencies.

Civilization attempts to channel these instincts into socially acceptable outlets, but the
suppression of aggressive impulses often results in frustration and neurosis. The
civilization and its discontents text suggests that the struggle to balance these forces is a
fundamental aspect of human psychological experience.

The Role of Guilt and the Sense of Unhappiness

One of Freud’s most compelling assertions is that guilt is a central source of human
suffering under civilization. The internalization of rules and prohibitions gives rise to a
persistent sense of guilt, which undermines happiness. This guilt functions as a
psychological mechanism to regulate behavior but simultaneously restricts freedom and
satisfaction.

Freud famously concludes that permanent happiness is unattainable within the constraints
of civilization, as the demands of society inevitably curtail individual fulfillment. This
rather pessimistic view challenges the Enlightenment ideal of progress and raises
profound questions about human nature.

Significance and Impact of the Civilization and Its
Discontents Text

The civilization and its discontents text remains influential across multiple disciplines,
including psychology, philosophy, cultural studies, and political theory. Its exploration of



the psychological roots of social conflict provides a foundational framework for
understanding modern anxieties and alienation.

Comparison with Earlier Works by Freud

Compared to Freud’s earlier texts such as “The Interpretation of Dreams” and “Totem and
Taboo,” civilization and its discontents adopts a broader societal lens. While the former
focus more narrowly on individual psyche and unconscious processes, this text addresses
the collective dimension of human existence.

This shift marks a maturation of Freud’s thought, emphasizing that individual mental
health cannot be fully comprehended without considering the social context. The tension
between personal desire and communal order is presented not merely as a psychological
issue but as a universal human predicament.

Relevance to Contemporary Society

In today’s rapidly changing world, the themes in civilization and its discontents text
remain strikingly relevant. The rise of digital technology, globalization, and shifting social
norms have intensified the complexity of individual-society relations. Issues such as social
media-induced anxiety, political polarization, and cultural fragmentation echo Freud’s
insights into discontent arising from civilization’s constraints.

Moreover, modern mental health discourse often references the balance between personal
freedom and societal expectations, reflecting the ongoing challenge Freud identified
almost a century ago. The enduring popularity of the text attests to its foundational role in
understanding the psychological underpinnings of social life.

Critical Perspectives and Debates

Though widely respected, civilization and its discontents text has also attracted criticism
and debate. Some scholars argue that Freud’s view is overly pessimistic and deterministic,
underestimating human capacity for adaptation and happiness within social structures.
Others critique the text’s Eurocentric bias, noting that its assumptions about civilization
may not universally apply.

Additionally, feminist and postmodern theorists have challenged Freud’s framing of human
instincts and societal repression as too narrowly focused on patriarchal and
heteronormative models. These critiques have spurred renewed analysis and
reinterpretation, enriching the discourse around the text.

Pros and Cons of Freud’s Argument



Pros: Provides a profound psychological explanation for societal tensions; bridges
individual psychology and social theory; highlights the inherent contradictions in
human civilization.

Cons: Can be perceived as overly pessimistic; may generalize across diverse
cultures; limited by Freud’s early 20th-century context and biases.

Key Takeaways from the Text

The civilization and its discontents text challenges readers to confront uncomfortable
truths about human nature and society. Its analysis reveals that:

Civilization necessitates repression of certain instincts, which inevitably leads to
psychological conflict.

Feelings of guilt and dissatisfaction are intrinsic to the human condition within
societal frameworks.

Permanent happiness may be an unrealistic goal given civilization’s demands.

The dynamic interplay between individual desires and social constraints shapes much
of human experience.

These insights continue to inform contemporary discussions on mental health, social
cohesion, and the limits of human freedom.

The civilization and its discontents text remains a vital resource for anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of the psychological tensions inherent in modern life. Its blend of
psychoanalytic theory and social critique offers a timeless exploration of why civilization,
despite its many benefits, often leaves its inhabitants feeling unsettled.
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course? In this seminal volume of 20th-century thought, Freud elucidates the contest between
aggression, the death drive, and its adversary eros.
  civilization and its discontents text: Is the Rectum a Grave? Leo Bersani, 2009-12-15 Over
the course of a distinguished career, critic Leo Bersani has tackled a range of issues in his writing,
and this collection gathers together some of his finest work. Beginning with one of the foundations
of queer theory—his famous meditation on how sex leads to a shattering of the self, “Is the Rectum a
Grave?”—this volume charts the inspired connections Bersani has made between sexuality,
psychoanalysis, and aesthetics. Over the course of these essays, Bersani grapples with thinkers
ranging from Plato to Descartes to Georg Simmel. Foucault and Freud recur as key figures, and
although Foucault rejected psychoanalysis, Bersani contends that by considering his ideas alongside
Freud’s, one gains a clearer understanding of human identity and how we relate to one another. For
Bersani, art represents a crucial guide for conceiving new ways of connecting to the world, and so,
in many of these essays, he stresses the importance of aesthetics, analyzing works by Genet,
Caravaggio, Proust, Almodóvar, and Godard. Documenting over two decades in the life of one of the
best minds working in the humanities today, Is the Rectum a Grave? and Other Essays is a unique
opportunity to explore the fruitful career of a formidable intellect.
  civilization and its discontents text: The Enigma of the Oceanic Feeling William B.
Parsons, 1999-06-17 This study examines the history of the psychoanalytic theory of mysticism,
starting with the seminal correspondence between Freud and Romain Rolland concerning the
concept of oceanic feeling. Providing a corrective to current views which frame psychoanalysis as
pathologizing mysticism, Parsons reveals the existence of three models entertained by Freud and
Rolland: the classical reductive, ego-adaptive, and transformational (which allows for a transcendent
dimension to mysticism). Then, reconstructing Rolland's personal mysticism (the oceanic feeling)
through texts and letters unavailable to Freud, Parsons argues that Freud misinterpreted the
oceanic feeling. In offering a fresh interpretation of Rolland's mysticism, Parsons constructs a new
dialogical approach for psychoanalytic theory of mysticism which integrates culture studies,
developmental perspectives, and the deep epistemological and transcendent claims of the mystics.
  civilization and its discontents text: Anxiety and the Contradictions of Culture Stephen
Felder, 2024-09-20 Anxiety as not only a feeling of dread, but a feeling that we dread is widely
considered by both philosophical and psychoanalytic thinkers as an important signal related to our
experience of the cultural and intersubjective world. Stephen Felder explores the experience of
anxiety through the writings of the existentialist, phenomenological, and psychoanalytic traditions,
especially Jacques Lacan, to make sense out of this dreadful experience. Working from Lacan's claim
that the structure of anxiety and fantasy are the same, Felder shows that anxiety is a signal of the
Lacanian Real and thus provides us with a point of view from which to critique the cultural world by
clarifying how we experience ourselves and others. The chapters examine the implications of this
insight for how we think about the visual field, sex, race, consumerism, and what Stuart Hall called
the “contradictions of culture” in our attempts to live more vibrant lives and create more
emancipatory practices in the twenty-first century.
  civilization and its discontents text: How to Read Texts Neil McCaw, 2013-09-26 Now in its
second edition, How to Read Texts introduces students to key critical approaches to literary texts
and offers a practical introduction for students developing their own critical and close-reading skills.
Written in a lively, jargon-free style, it explains critical concepts, approaches and ideas including: -
Debates around critical theory - The role of history and context - The links between creativity and
criticism - The relationship between author, reader and text. The new edition now includes guidance
on analysing a range of multi-media texts, including film and online media as well as the purely
literary. In addition to new practical examples, readings, exercises and 'checkpoints' that help
students to build confidence in their own critical readings of both primary and secondary texts, the
book now also offers guidance on writing fully-formed critical essays and tips for independent
research. Comprehensively updated and revised throughout, How to Read Texts is an indispensible
guide for students making the transition to university study.



  civilization and its discontents text: The Empire of the Text Christopher Leigh Connery, 1998
This unique study argues that in the Qin-Han period, there arose in China a regime of textual
authority_one that overlapped but did not coincide with imperial authority. Drawing on a wide range
of research and theory, Connery makes an original contribution to the analysis of early imperial elite
culture, particularly in the fields of literature and linguistics, intellectual, and institutional history.
The author provides new contexts for thinking about canonization and textual transmission systems,
an innovative framework for analysis and discussion of the early imperial elite, a socio-ideological
exploration of one strand of late Han 'Confucian' thought, and a critique of the concepts of
subjectivity and the 'birth of lyricism' in China.
  civilization and its discontents text: Freud and the Problem of Sexuality Bradley Ramos,
2024-03-01 While contemporary studies have paid renewed attention to the psychoanalytic theory of
sexuality and routinely reference Sigmund Freud, they seldom engage directly with his work. Freud
and the Problem of Sexuality returns to Freud's writings to argue that there is still something
revolutionary and novel to be found there—something that will come to challenge both philosophical
and popular understandings of sexuality. In lively, accessible prose, Bradley Ramos revisits some of
the most difficult, even troubling aspects of Freud's work and sheds fresh light on foundational
concepts such as Trieb (drive or instinct), perversion, infantile sexuality, and the Oedipus complex.
Reading Freud alongside Jean Laplanche, Louis Althusser, and Jacques Derrida, we can begin to see
why sexuality becomes for us, as it did for Freud, a problem in and by its nature. However, to take
this problem of sexuality seriously, Ramos argues, we must dare to do what most refuse: renounce
our persistent fantasies and assumptions about sexuality.
  civilization and its discontents text: Sigmund Freud Robert Bocock, 2002 First Published in
2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  civilization and its discontents text: A Historical Guide to Herman Melville Giles B. Gunn,
2005 Essays on Melville's life & writing here make the case for his centrality both to 19th century
writing in America & also to America's understanding of itself.
  civilization and its discontents text: F.R. Leavis Ian MacKillop, Richard Storer, 1995-11-01 A
collection of new studies on one of the best known and most important British literary critics of the
twentieth century. The book is divided into four sections: documentary analysis of Leavis's practice
as a teacher, drawing on seminar notes, lecture handouts, reading lists and other material; new
bibliographical data, including a detailed account of Leavis's project to turn Daniel Deronda into a
new novel called Gwendolen Harleth; critical essays on Leavis's thought; and memoirs of different
phases in Leavis's career, from the 1930s to the 1960s. The volume also includes an up-to-date
Reader's Guide to Leavis's own writings and to the many studies of his work.
  civilization and its discontents text: Teaching Freud Diane Jonte-Pace Professor of Religious
Studies and Associate Vice Provost for Faculty Development Santa Clara University, 2003-03-04 As
one of the first theorists to explore the unconscious fantasies, fears, and desires underlying religious
ideas and practices, Freud con be considered one of the grandparents of the field of Religious
Studies. Yet his legacy is deeply contested. How can Freud be taught in a climate of critique and
controversy? The fourteen contributors to this volume, all recognized scholars of religion and
psychoanalysis, describe how they address Freud's contested legacy; they teach the debates. They
go on to describe their courses on Freud and religion, their innovative pedagogical practices, and
the creative ways they work with resistance.
  civilization and its discontents text: Critique on the Couch Amy Allen, 2020-12-01 Does
critical theory still need psychoanalysis? In Critique on the Couch, Amy Allen offers a cogent and
convincing defense of its ongoing relevance. Countering the overly rationalist and progressivist
interpretations of psychoanalysis put forward by contemporary critical theorists such as Jürgen
Habermas and Axel Honneth, Allen argues that the work of Melanie Klein offers an underutilized
resource. She draws on Freud, Klein, and Lacan to develop a more realistic strand of psychoanalytic
thinking that centers on notions of loss, negativity, ambivalence, and mourning. Far from leading to
despair, such an understanding of human subjectivity functions as a foundation of creativity,



productive self-transformation, and progressive social change. At a time when critical theorists are
increasingly returning to psychoanalytic thought to diagnose the dysfunctions of our politics, this
book opens up new ways of understanding the political implications of psychoanalysis while
preserving the progressive, emancipatory aims of critique.
  civilization and its discontents text: Back to Freud's Texts Ilse Grubrich-Simitis,
1996-01-01 This book blazes a trail in Freud research. Ilse Grubrich-Simitis, a prominent authority
on Freud, examines and deciphers Freud's original manuscripts--which had remained disregarded
for decades. From these she analyzes Freud's method of working and points out what the writings
reveal of his psychological states, the events in his life, and the development of his thinking over
time. The book is at once a study of Freud's creativity as a scientist and writer, an important
reference on the texts themselves, and a commentary on previously unexplored aspects of Freud's
life and work. Examining many hitherto unknown texts, Grubrich-Simitis provides a fresh and
authentic picture of the discoverer of the unconscious at work: observing, listening to his patients,
gathering the raw material for his oeuvre, fantasizing, drawing conclusions, drafting, rewriting, and
correcting. She refutes the legend of the facility of Freud's production, for the notes, drafts, fair
copies, and variants she identifies bear witness to the fact that almost every work actually came into
being by a process of consuming hard labor. Grubrich-Simitis's analysis of Freud's manuscripts is
flanked by two shorter sections on Freud's printed texts: in one she recounts the history of the
editions from the beginnings in Vienna to the present day, and in the other she offers a detailed plan
for a new historical-critical edition of his works.
  civilization and its discontents text: Contesting the Far Right Claudia Leeb, 2024-04-23 Why
have so many people responded to the insecurity, exploitation, alienation, and isolation of precarity
capitalism by supporting the far right? In this timely book, Claudia Leeb argues that psychoanalytic
and feminist critical theory illuminates how economic and psychological factors interact to produce
this extreme political shift. Contesting the Far Right examines right-wing recruitment tactics in the
United States and Austria, where people discontented with the status quo have turned to far-right
parties and movements that further cement capitalism’s adverse effects. Leeb contends that
Freudian psychoanalytic theory and early Frankfurt School Critical Theory provide analytical tools to
explain this apparent contradiction in psychological terms. Living under precarity capitalism
generates feelings of failure and anxiety, which people experience as non-wholeness, because it has
become difficult if not impossible to live up to the fetish of economic, interpersonal, and bodily
success, and the far right preys on such feelings. Its psychologically oriented propaganda tactics
produce the illusion of wholeness and a positive sense of self while leaving the socioeconomic
conditions that cause people’s suffering intact. At the same time, they remove the inhibitions that
keep people’s repressed aggression and racist and sexist attitudes in check. To demonstrate the
workings of this process, Leeb compares cases including Trump and the alt-right in the United
States and the Freedom Party and the identitarian movement in Austria. At once theoretically rich
and politically engaged, this book also offers ways to resist the far right and counter the
psychological appeal of its propaganda techniques.
  civilization and its discontents text: Exiled Royalties Robert Milder, 2009-01-14 Exiled
Royalties is a literary/biographical study of the course of Melville's career from his experience in
Polynesia through his retirement from the New York Custom House and his composition of three late
volumes of poetry and Billy Budd, Sailor. Conceived separately but narratively and thematically
intertwined, the ten essays in the book are rooted in a belief that Melville's work, as Charles Olson
said, must be left in his own 'life,' which for Milder means primarily his spiritual, psychological, and
vocational life. Four of the ten essays deal with Melville's life and work after his novelistic career
ended with the The Confidence-Man in 1857. The range of issues addressed in the essays includes
Melville's attitudes toward society, history, and politics, from broad ideas about democracy and the
course of Western civilization to responses to particular events like the Astor Place Riots and the
Civil War; his feeling about sexuality and, throughout the book, about religion; his relationship to
past and present writers, especially to the phases of Euro-American Romanticism, post-Romanticism,



and nascent Modernism; his relationship to his wife, Lizzie, to Hawthorne, and to his father, all of
whom figured in the crisis that made for Pierre. The title essay, Exiled Royalties, takes its origin
from Ishmael's account of the larger, darker, deeper part of Ahab--Melville's mythic projection of a
larger, darker, deeper part of himself. How to live nobly in spiritual exile--to be godlike in the
perceptible absence of God--was a lifelong preoccupation for Melville, who, in lieu of positive belief,
transposed the drama of his spiritual life to literature. The ways in which this impulse expressed
itself through Melville's forty-five year career, interweaving itself with his personal life and the life
of the nation and shaping both the matter and manner of his work, is the unifying subject of Exiled
Royalties.
  civilization and its discontents text: Name, Hero, Icon Anna Makolkin, 2019-07-22 No
detailed description available for Name, Hero, Icon.
  civilization and its discontents text: The Disarticulate James Berger, 2014-05-23 Language
is integral to our social being. But what is the status of those who stand outside of language? The
mentally disabled, “wild” children, people with autism and other neurological disorders, as well as
animals, infants, angels, and artificial intelligences, have all engaged with language from a position
at its borders. In the intricate verbal constructions of modern literature, the ‘disarticulate’—those at
the edges of language—have, paradoxically, played essential, defining roles. Drawing on the
disarticulate figures in modern fictional works such as Billy Budd, The Sound and the Fury,
Nightwood, White Noise, and The Echo Maker, among others, James Berger shows in this
intellectually bracing study how these characters mark sites at which aesthetic, philosophical,
ethical, political, medical, and scientific discourses converge. It is also the place of the greatest
ethical tension, as society confronts the needs and desires of “the least of its brothers.” Berger
argues that the disarticulate is that which is unaccountable in the discourses of modernity and thus
stands as an alternative to the prevailing social order. Using literary history and theory, as well as
disability and trauma theory, he examines how these disarticulate figures reveal modernity’s
anxieties in terms of how it constructs its others.
  civilization and its discontents text: Reading Fiction: Opening the Text Peter Childs,
2001-04-03 In what ways does the opening of a novel relate to the narrative that unfolds from it?
What are the different approaches to close reading a page of prose fiction? How does reading a text
for a second time affect our understanding of the significance of its opening? In this unique book,
Peter Childs discusses the opening lines of 24 widely-studied literary texts from the eighteenth to
the twentieth centuries. These analyses amount to both an overview of modes of fiction over the last
300 years and also a guide to techniques of close reading. The extracts are taken from the work of
novelists ranging from Jane Austen to Salman Rushdie. This stimulating and illuminating book will
be a useful text for undergraduates studying the novel and involved in critical appreciation and close
textual analysis. Texts discussed: Robinson Crusoe, Tristram Shandy, Pride and Prejudice,
Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights, Great Expectations, Silas Marner, Tess of the
D'urbervilles, The Turn of the Screw, Heart of Darkness, The Good Soldier, A Portrait of the Artist as
a Young Man, The Life and Death of Harriet Frean, A Passage to India, Mrs Dalloway, Brave New
World, The Road to Wigan Pier, Goodbye to Berlin, Under the Volcano, Wide Sargasso Sea, The
Bloody Chamber, Shame and The Buddha of Suburbia.
  civilization and its discontents text: The Freudian Body Leo Bersani, 1986 Analyzes Samuel
Beckett's novels, Mallarme's poetry, Pier Paolo Pasolini's film Salo, Assyrian palace reliefs, and
writings by Henry James in terms of Freudian theories.
  civilization and its discontents text: Between Cultures Alexander Garcia Duttmann,
2000-04-17 Moving effortlessly across disciplines, this book approaches multiculturalism in the light
of the struggle for recognition.
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