united nations tour guide

United Nations Tour Guide: Exploring the Heart of Global Diplomacy

united nations tour guide—if you’re planning a visit to New York City and
have an interest in international affairs, history, or architecture, a tour
of the United Nations headquarters is an absolute must. This iconic complex
not only serves as the epicenter of global diplomacy but also offers visitors
a unique glimpse into the workings of one of the world’s most important
international organizations. Whether you’re traveling solo, with family, or
as part of a group, understanding how to navigate the UN tour will enrich
your experience and deepen your appreciation of its mission and history.

Why Take a United Nations Tour?

Visiting the United Nations headquarters is more than just a sightseeing
trip—it’s an educational journey into international cooperation and
peacekeeping. The UN is where representatives from nearly every country come
together to discuss and resolve global issues, from climate change and human
rights to peace and security. A united nations tour guide helps bring these
abstract concepts to life, making the visit engaging and accessible.

Discover the Global Significance

Walking through the UN’s General Assembly Hall or Security Council Chamber
gives visitors a sense of the weighty decisions made within these walls. A
knowledgeable guide can explain the roles these chambers play and recount
stories of historic debates and resolutions. This behind-the-scenes insight
is invaluable for grasping how diplomacy shapes our world.

Architectural and Artistic Gems

The UN building itself is a marvel of modernist architecture, designed by an
international team of architects including Wallace Harrison and Le Corbusier.
As you explore, you’ll notice the blend of styles and symbolism embodied in
the structure. The complex also houses artwork and gifts from member states,
each telling a story of cultural heritage and international friendship. A
tour guide often shares fascinating anecdotes about these pieces, enhancing
your appreciation of the art and its meaning.



Planning Your Visit: Tips from a United Nations
Tour Guide

Visiting the United Nations is a popular activity, so planning ahead is
crucial to making the most of your experience. Here are some tips to keep in
mind:

Booking and Security

Tours must be booked in advance, either online or through authorized travel
agencies. Due to heightened security measures, visitors undergo screening
similar to airport procedures. A united nations tour guide will advise
arriving early to allow time for this process and to ensure you don’'t miss
your tour slot.

What to Bring and Wear

Comfortable shoes are recommended since the tour involves walking through
several rooms and corridors. Dress is generally smart casual-while there’s no
strict dress code, respectful attire is encouraged given the diplomatic
setting.

Language and Accessibility

Guided tours are available in multiple languages, accommodating international
visitors. Accessibility options are also provided to ensure those with
mobility challenges can enjoy the experience fully. Checking these details
when booking helps tailor the visit to your needs.

Highlights of the United Nations Tour
Experience

A united nations tour guide will often tailor the tour to focus on areas of
particular interest, but some highlights are universally recommended.

The General Assembly Hall

The General Assembly Hall is where all 193 member states gather to discuss
global issues. Its impressive size and design reflect the UN’s inclusive



nature. Visitors can admire the podium where world leaders have spoken and
learn about the assembly’s role in international law and policy.

The Security Council Chamber

Known as one of the most powerful rooms in the world, the Security Council
Chamber is where decisions about peacekeeping missions and sanctions are
made. The unique arrangement of seats and the iconic mural behind the
president’s chair are points of interest that a guide will explain in depth.

The Trusteeship Council Chamber and Other Spaces

Though the Trusteeship Council is no longer active, its chamber remains a
fascinating part of the complex. Other areas, including the Delegates’ Lounge
and the Secretariat building, showcase the daily operations of the UN.

Educational Programs and Special Exhibits

Beyond the standard tour, the United Nations offers educational programs and
rotating exhibits that delve deeper into global issues. These programs are
especially beneficial for students, educators, and those passionate about
international relations.

Interactive Learning Opportunities

Workshops and special sessions provide visitors with hands-on experiences
related to peacebuilding, sustainable development, and human rights. A united
nations tour guide often incorporates these elements to create a more
engaging visit.

Temporary Exhibitions

The UN frequently hosts exhibitions that highlight themes like global health,
refugee crises, or climate action. These exhibits are curated with the help
of UN agencies and partner organizations, providing up-to-date insights into
pressing challenges facing the world today.



How a United Nations Tour Guide Enhances Your
Visit
While it’'s possible to explore the UN headquarters independently, having a

tour guide transforms the experience. Their expertise, storytelling skills,
and ability to answer questions bring the site to life.

Contextualizing Complex Topics

International diplomacy and UN protocols can seem abstract. A skilled tour
guide breaks down these topics into understandable narratives, making the
significance of each room and artifact clear.

Personalized Experience

Tour guides often adapt their commentary to the interests of their group,
whether focusing on political history, cultural diplomacy, or the
architecture of the complex. This personalized approach helps visitors
connect with the material on a deeper level.

Access to Restricted Areas

Some parts of the United Nations headquarters are not open to the general
public. Guided tours sometimes include access to restricted areas, offering a
rare glimpse into spaces usually reserved for diplomats and staff.

Exploring Beyond the Headquarters

While the main draw is the UN building itself, the surrounding area in
Manhattan offers plenty to complement your visit.

Visit the Dag Hammarskjold Library

Named after the second UN Secretary-General, this library houses a vast
collection of diplomatic documents and international law resources. It’'s a
treasure trove for researchers and curious visitors alike.



Stroll Along the East River and Turtle Bay

The UN headquarters is situated in the Turtle Bay neighborhood, where you can
enjoy scenic views of the East River, public art installations, and nearby
parks. It’s a peaceful contrast to the busy city streets and a great way to
reflect on your visit.

Nearby Cultural Attractions

Museums such as the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) and the Guggenheim are just a
short distance away, allowing you to extend your cultural exploration of New
York City.

Final Thoughts on the United Nations Tour Guide
Experience

A united nations tour guide offers more than just directions and facts; they
provide an immersive experience that connects visitors to the ideals of
peace, cooperation, and international understanding. Whether you are a
student, a traveler, or simply curious about global affairs, a visit to the
UN headquarters guided by an expert is both inspiring and enlightening. It’s
a rare opportunity to witness firsthand the place where nations come together
to shape the future of our world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a United Nations tour guide?

A United Nations tour guide is a professional who provides guided tours of
the United Nations headquarters, offering insights into its history,
functions, and architecture.

How can I book a United Nations tour with a guide?

You can book a United Nations guided tour through the official UN Visitor
Centre website or authorized tour operators that offer UN tours.

Are United Nations tours available to the public?

Yes, the United Nations offers public guided tours at its headquarters in New
York City, allowing visitors to learn about the UN's work and history.



What languages are available for United Nations
tours?

United Nations guided tours are typically offered in multiple languages
including English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, and Russian, depending
on availability.

What are the main highlights of a United Nations
guided tour?

Highlights include visiting the General Assembly Hall, Security Council
Chamber, the UN Library, and viewing international art and exhibits
throughout the headquarters.

Are there any security requirements for United
Nations tours?

Yes, visitors must pass through security screening and present valid
identification to attend a United Nations guided tour.

Can I take photos during the United Nations tour?

Photography policies vary; typically, photos are allowed in most public areas
but restricted in certain rooms like the Security Council Chamber to protect
confidentiality.

Is there an age limit for United Nations tours?

There is no strict age limit, but children under a certain age may need to be
accompanied by an adult. It's recommended to check the specific tour
guidelines before booking.

How long does a typical United Nations guided tour
last?

A typical United Nations guided tour lasts about 1 to 1.5 hours, depending on
the type of tour and language.

Are there virtual tour guide options for the United
Nations?

Yes, the United Nations offers virtual tours and online resources for those
who cannot visit in person, providing a guided experience through videos and
interactive content.



Additional Resources
United Nations Tour Guide: Exploring the Heart of Global Diplomacy

united nations tour guide services offer a unique window into one of the most
significant international institutions in the world. The United Nations (UN),
headquartered in New York City, stands as a symbol of global cooperation,
peacekeeping, and diplomacy. For visitors, understanding the intricacies of
the UN's work and its sprawling complex can be both enlightening and
inspiring. This article delves into the features, benefits, and practical
considerations of embarking on a United Nations tour, providing a
comprehensive overview for travelers, diplomats, students, and global
citizens alike.

Understanding the United Nations Headquarters
and Its Significance

The United Nations was established in 1945 with the mission to promote peace,
security, and cooperation among member states. Its headquarters in Manhattan
serves not only as the operational base for international diplomacy but also
as a historic landmark. The complex, designed by a team of architects
including Oscar Niemeyer and Le Corbusier, symbolizes the ideals of unity and
collaboration.

A United Nations tour guide plays a crucial role in unpacking the layers of
political, social, and historical context embedded within the headquarters.
Visitors gain insights into the workings of the General Assembly, Security
Council, and other specialized agencies housed within the complex. This
guided experience transforms a simple visit into an educational journey
through contemporary global governance.

What to Expect on a United Nations Tour

The official United Nations tours are typically conducted on weekdays,
subject to the availability of the building and security regulations. Tours
last approximately one hour and are available in multiple languages,
enhancing accessibility for international visitors.

During the tour, guests can explore several key areas:
e General Assembly Hall: The main deliberative body where all member
states convene.

e Security Council Chamber: The venue for critical discussions on
international peace and security.



e Trusteeship Council: Though largely inactive now, it represents the UN's
historic role in decolonization.

e UN Art Collection: A unique blend of art from member countries
reflecting diverse cultures.

» Sustainable Development Goals Exhibit: An interactive display showcasing
the UN’'s agenda for global progress.

A knowledgeable united nations tour guide enriches the visit by highlighting
diplomatic protocols, explaining the significance of various symbols, and
addressing questions about ongoing international initiatives.

Benefits of Using a Professional United Nations
Tour Guide

While self-guided tours or virtual experiences are available, engaging a
professional united nations tour guide offers several distinct advantages.
Firstly, guides are often trained diplomats, former UN staff, or experts in
international relations, providing authoritative narratives that
contextualize the building’s architecture, history, and political relevance.

Secondly, guided tours facilitate access to restricted areas not open to the
general public, allowing a deeper exploration of the headquarters. This
access can include behind-the-scenes views of meeting rooms or briefings on
current UN activities.

Moreover, a guided tour fosters interaction, enabling visitors to ask
specific questions related to global issues such as climate change, human
rights, or peacekeeping missions. This dynamic dialogue helps personalize the
experience, making it relevant to diverse audiences including students,
researchers, and policymakers.

Comparing Guided and Self-Guided Tours

e Guided Tours: Offer expert commentary, interactive Q&A, and access to
exclusive areas. Ideal for those seeking an in-depth understanding.

e Self-Guided Tours: Provide flexibility, allowing visitors to explore at
their own pace but may lack comprehensive background information.

e Virtual Tours: Accessible globally and convenient; however, they cannot
replicate the tangible experience of being within the UN’s iconic
spaces.



Choosing between these options depends largely on the visitor’s goals, time
constraints, and budget. For a thorough, enriching experience, a united
nations tour guide remains the preferred choice.

Practical Considerations for Planning Your
Visit

Given the UN’'s role as an active diplomatic hub, security protocols are
stringent. Visitors must present valid identification, and certain items
(such as large bags, sharp objects, or food) are prohibited. Booking tours in
advance through the official UN Visitors Centre website is essential,
especially during peak tourist seasons.

Accessibility and Language Options

The United Nations is committed to inclusivity, and tours are designed to
accommodate a wide range of visitors. Wheelchair access is available, and
guides can offer tours in languages including English, French, Spanish,
Chinese, Russian, and Arabic-the six official UN languages.

Costs and Scheduling

While some tours may be free or charge a nominal fee, specialized private
tours with expert guides can come at a premium. Group tours for schools or
organizations often require prior arrangement and may include tailored
educational content.

The Role of Technology in Enhancing the United
Nations Tour Experience

In recent years, technology has been integrated into UN tours to augment
visitor engagement. Multimedia presentations, augmented reality exhibits, and
interactive kiosks help illustrate complex topics such as peacekeeping
operations and global development goals.

Some tour guides incorporate tablets or mobile apps to provide real-time
translations, detailed maps, and supplementary materials. This blend of
traditional guiding and technological tools ensures that visitors receive a
comprehensive, accessible, and memorable experience.



Implications for Educational and Cultural Outreach

The United Nations uses tours as an extension of its public diplomacy
efforts. By educating visitors about its mission and achievements, the UN
fosters global awareness and encourages active citizenship.

Educational institutions frequently leverage these tours to complement
curricula in international relations, political science, and global studies.
The accessibility of the UN’s physical and digital tour resources broadens
the institution’s reach beyond New York, connecting audiences worldwide.

Challenges and Limitations of United Nations
Tours

Despite the many advantages, there are inherent challenges. High demand,
especially during international events or diplomatic summits, can limit
availability. Security concerns may result in sudden cancellations or changes
to tour itineraries.

Furthermore, the complexity of UN operations can sometimes overwhelm
visitors, making it difficult to absorb all information during a standard
one-hour tour. This underscores the value of professional guides who can
tailor explanations to the audience’s level of knowledge.

Finally, as the UN continues to evolve, certain areas of the headquarters
undergo renovations, which may temporarily restrict access and affect the
tour experience.

Exploring the United Nations through a guided tour provides a rare glimpse
into the mechanisms that shape international policy and cooperation. Whether
for educational purposes, professional interest, or personal curiosity, a
united nations tour guide serves as an indispensable resource in navigating
the multifaceted world of global diplomacy.
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united nations tour guide: The Tour Guide Jonathan R. Wynn, 2011-07-05 Everyone wants to
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attractions throughout the five boroughs. The only problem is figuring out where to start—and that’s
where the city’s tour guides come in. These guides are a vital part of New York’s raucous sidewalk
culture, and, as The Tour Guide reveals, the tours they offer are as fascinatingly diverse—and
eccentric—as the city itself. Visitors can take tours that cover Manhattan before the arrival of
European settlers, the nineteenth-century Irish gangs of Five Points, the culinary traditions of
Queens, the culture of Harlem, or even the surveillance cameras of Chelsea—in short, there are
tours to satisfy anyone’s curiosity about the city’s past or present. And the guides are as intriguing
as the subjects, we learn, as Jonathan R. Wynn explores the lives of the people behind the tours,
introducing us to office workers looking for a diversion from their desk jobs, unemployed actors
honing their vocal skills, and struggling retirees searching for a second calling. Matching years of
research with his own experiences as a guide, Wynn also lays bare the grueling process of acquiring
an official license and offers a how-to guide to designing and leading a tour. Touching on the long
history of tour-giving across the globe as well as the ups and downs of New York’s tour guide
industry in the wake of 9/11, The Tour Guide is as informative and insightful as the chatty, charming,
and colorful characters at its heart.

united nations tour guide: Principles and Ethics of Tour Guiding Zenaida Lansangan-Cruz,
2008

united nations tour guide: Tour Guiding Research Betty Weiler, Rosemary Black, 2015 This
book provides an authoritative, state-of-the-art review of tour guiding scholarship and research. It
aims to foster best practice and to stimulate further study and research on tour guiding across a
range of disciplines. The book is well-illustrated and its accessible style with chapter summaries
makes it ideal for students as well as researchers.

united nations tour guide: The Routledge Companion to Tour Guiding Shailja Sharma,
2025-08-29 This comprehensive handbook offers an in-depth exploration of both the theoretical and
practical dimensions of tour guiding as a profession. It provides readers with valuable insights into
examining the key and dynamic role of tour guides in the tourism industry and the evolving
expectations of modern travelers. Enriched with global case studies spanning a diverse range of
niche tours offered as tourism products around the world, the book highlights emerging trends and
the importance of continuous skill development in the profession. It covers topics such as pre-tour
preparations, the art of effectively opening and closing tours, engaging narration at attractions, the
importance of technology for tour guides, and the nuances of managing diverse groups. Additionally,
it delves into the growing practice of virtual tour guiding and offers practical guidance on
addressing guest inquiries, managing grievances, and handling emergencies besides addressing the
new emerging trends in the field of tour guiding. This companion is designed for students and
educators in tourism, travel, and hospitality management programs worldwide. It serves as a
valuable training manual for national, regional, and local tourism authorities, as well as tour
operators and travel agencies. Furthermore, both seasoned professionals and aspiring tour guides
will find it an essential reference to refine their skills and stay updated with contemporary best
practices.

united nations tour guide: Food on the Move Harlan Walker, 1997 The Oxford Symposium on
Food and Cookery has been held annually since 1981. This volume of more than 40 essays presented
in 1996 includes pieces on food suitable for travelling, food written about by travel writers and
travellers, and food that has itself travelled from its place of origin. The topics range from the
domestication of western food in Japan, cooking on board ship in the 17th and 18th centuries, the
transmission of the Arabic culinary tradition to medieval England, the influence of travel writers on
modern Australian cooking, and the travels of the peanut.

united nations tour guide: The Mennonite Tourguide to Western Europe Jan Gleysteen,
2000-04-14

united nations tour guide: Training handbook for Silk Road heritage guides World
Federation of Tourist Guide Associations, World Tourism Organization, Newlands, Rosalind,
Wressnig, Felicitas, 2016-12-31



united nations tour guide: Ebony, 1963-08 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

united nations tour guide: Tourist Guide and Tour Operations Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2003-06-03
In this book, we will study about guiding techniques and tour operations. It explains itinerary
planning, tourist handling, and professional ethics.

united nations tour guide: Ebony, 1963-08 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

united nations tour guide: Planning and Managing the Experience Economy in Tourism
Augusto Costa, Rui, Brandao, Filipa, Breda, Zelia, Costa, Carlos, 2021-12-03 Tourism is facing a new
paradigm that has been brought on by the introduction of experiences in the development,
management, and promotion of tourism. Associating experiences to tourism destination and
products allows tourists to relate to their vacations differently and helps to fuel a destination’s
competitiveness and compliance with new needs and motivations that are being driven by the
tourists. When properly design, managed, and developed, tourism experiences can contribute to the
destination’s overall sustainability by maximining tourism’s positive impacts and fostering their
spillover to local communities. Planning and Managing the Experience Economy in Tourism is an
essential reference book that seeks to advance research on tourism experience as well as investigate
how tourism experiences can create and increase tourism competitiveness. The book explores how
the experience concept has evolved in the last decade, alongside the needs and motivations of
consumers, and how it can be conceptualized, designed, managed, and implemented both at the
tourism firm and destination levels. Delving further into concepts like creative tourism, destination
attributes, and smart experiences, this book serves as a dynamic resource for travel agencies,
tourism managers, tourism professionals, marketers, destination managers, government officials,
policymakers, academicians, students, tourism officials, planners, and researchers.

united nations tour guide: Cases on Tour Guide Practices for Alternative Tourism Yildirim,
Gulsun, Ozbek, Ozlem, Kilinc, Ceyhun Caglar, Tarinc, Abdullah, 2020-06-19 Tour guides, a highly
responsible group of professionals who are in direct communication with tourists traveling around
the world, have a great impact on the proper promotion of the culture of countries, global peace,
and tolerance. Additionally, they are also effective in the preservation of world natural heritage.
Thus, the educational status of tour guides, as well as the characteristics and ethical values that they
should possess, need to be examined on an international scale. In today’s world, where tourism
demand is directed towards all types of tourism, practices in special interest tourism should be
customized in order to ensure the highest level of service quality and cultural appreciation. Cases on
Tour Guide Practices for Alternative Tourism provides emerging research exploring the theoretical
and practical aspects of the occupational issues that surround tour guides and their applications
within international tourism. Featuring coverage on a broad range of topics such as cultural
education, specialized learning, and international business, this book is ideally designed for tour
guides, travel agencies, tour managers, tour developers, heritage sites, museums, academicians,
researchers, students, industry experts, and hospitality professionals.

united nations tour guide: English for Tourism Kurnia Saputri, Asti Veto Mortini, Aswadi Jaya,
Sri Yuliani, Dodi Irawan, 2025-05-19 English for Tourism: Guiding Techniques and Tour
Management is a comprehensive guide designed to equip tourism professionals with the essential
knowledge, skills, and techniques needed to succeed in the tourism industry. The book blends theory
with practical applications, focusing on key aspects such as effective communication in English,
guiding techniques, tour management, and the use of modern technology. It covers the
fundamentals of guiding in tourism, including cultural sensitivity, group management, and
storytelling, while also exploring the logistics of tour systems, itinerary planning, and the
responsibilities of tour operators. Through real-life examples and case studies, this book provides
valuable insights for aspiring tour guides, operators, and hospitality professionals. Written in an




accessible style, it helps readers develop the language proficiency and management skills necessary
to create memorable, seamless experiences for international tourists. This book is an invaluable
resource for those seeking to become confident, professional, and culturally-aware tourism
specialists, prepared to meet the demands of a dynamic global market.

united nations tour guide: State of Siege Tom Clancy, Steve Pieczenik, Jeff Rovin, 1999-07-01
Driven by greed, a group of U.N. peacekeeping soldiers becomes involved in activities on the wrong
side of the law. When their tour of duty ends, the mayhem begins. Calling themselves the Keepers,
the rogue soldiers -- outfitted with stolen U.N. arms and ammunition -- devise a shocking scheme to
get the world's attention... Meanwhile, Op-Center head Paul Hood has cleared out his desk. But his
retirement is short-lived. Demanding one hundred million dollars in ransom, the Keepers have taken
over the U.N. -- where ambassadors from ten nations have gathered for a gala function at which
Hood's daughter will perform. This time the Keepers have made it personal. And the Op-Center
forces will strike with deadly vengeance...

united nations tour guide: New York Magazine , 1976-08-09 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

united nations tour guide: Bulletin, 1960

united nations tour guide: Identity and Intercultural Exchange in Travel and Tourism
Anthony David Barker, 2014-10-14 This book looks at the relationship between questions of identity
formation and modern practices in travelling and tourism. Unprecedented levels of mobility and
international exchange over the last 100 years have raised questions about the stability of national
and personal identities and new and creative patterns of behaviour and self-realisation are now
emerging due to the enormous commercial interests that lie behind the modern travel and tourism
industries. The volume will consider these issues and the challenges they create in various
geographical contexts (Germany, Spain, Romania, Italy, Africa) and concludes with a number of case
studies from the Portuguese context, where the revenues from tourism are integral to its economy
and a lifeline in the current economic crisis.

united nations tour guide: Pause and Reflect Ofelia Aguinaldo Dayrit-Woodring, 2017-11-20
Pause and Reflect By: Ofelia Aguinaldo Dayrit-Woodring A book filled with inspiration, Pause and
Reflect contains wisdom to enhance your life. Ofelia Aguinaldo Dayrit-Woodring gives insights into
her own life experiences and encourages everyone to serve, touch, and move others, and make a
difference in the world. In today’s society, we all need to make the world a better place.

united nations tour guide: Reframing Sustainable Tourism Stephen F. McCool, Keith
Bosak, 2015-08-19 This book examines the need for a new way of describing sustainable tourism and
also looks at the frameworks needed to rethink how to apply this to communities, private operators
and protected area managers. It makes it clear that tourism is just one of many human activities that
affects host communities. The work includes informative and provocative case studies with realistic
applications. References included in the book will help graduate students formulate new hypotheses
and suggest literature for them. Tools and techniques useful to tourism practitioners suggest
innovative approaches to marketing, management and community development.

united nations tour guide: World Heritage, Tourism and Identity Laurent Bourdeau, Maria
Gravari-Barbas, 2016-03-09 The remarkable success of the 1972 UNESCO Convention Concerning
the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage is borne out by the fact that nearly 1,000
properties have now been designated as possessing Outstanding Universal Value and recognition
given to the imperative for their protection. However, the remarkable success of the Convention is
not without its challenges and a key issue for many Sites relates to the touristic legacies of
inscription. For many sites inscription on the World Heritage List acts as a promotional device and
the management challenge is one of protection, conservation and dealing with increased numbers of



tourists. For other sites, designation has not brought anticipated expansion in tourist numbers and
associated investments. What is clear is that tourism is now a central concern to the wide array of
stakeholders involved with World Heritage Sites.
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