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The Burning of Bridget Cleary: A TRUE Story of Fear, Folklore, and Tragedy

the burning of bridget clearly a TRUE story that has fascinated historians, folklorists,
and true crime enthusiasts for over a century. It’s a chilling tale rooted in Irish rural life,
superstition, and the dark consequences of fear-driven actions. This tragic event, which
occurred in 1895, reveals much about the social and cultural landscape of Ireland at the
time, blending myth and reality in a way that still captivates audiences today.

The Historical Context of Bridget Cleary’s Story

Before diving into the details of the incident, it’s essential to understand the environment in
which Bridget Cleary lived. Late 19th century Ireland was a place where traditional beliefs
in fairies, changelings, and the supernatural were deeply woven into the fabric of everyday
life. Rural communities, often isolated and steeped in folklore, sometimes allowed these
beliefs to influence their actions profoundly.

The burning of Bridget Cleary a TRUE story stands out because it highlights how these
superstitions could lead to horrific outcomes. Bridget was a young woman, reportedly
healthy and strong, but her husband and community came to believe she had been
replaced by a fairy changeling—a supernatural impostor in folklore thought to abduct
humans and leave a substitute in their place.

Who Was Bridget Cleary?

Bridget Cleary was born Bridget Boland in 1869 in County Tipperary, Ireland. She was
known for her beauty and charm, as well as her interest in new technologies, such as the
recently invented bicycle and the steam-powered devices that were beginning to reach
rural Ireland. Bridget married Michael Cleary, a farmer and laborer deeply rooted in local
traditions and superstitions.

Their marriage was reportedly happy, but Michael became increasingly unsettled by
Bridget’s bouts of illness and strange behavior. It was this fear and suspicion that ultimately
set the stage for the tragic events to come.

Understanding the Folklore: Changelings and
Irish Superstition

To truly grasp why the burning of Bridget Cleary a TRUE story is so unsettling, it’s
necessary to explore the concept of changelings in Irish folklore. A changeling is believed to



be a fairy or other supernatural creature that replaces a human child or adult. The real
person is thought to be taken away, often to the fairy realm, while the changeling remains
to live among humans.

Why Were Changelings Feared?

Changelings were seen as malevolent beings who could bring misfortune, illness, or death.
When a loved one became sick or acted strangely, it was sometimes assumed they had
been replaced by a changeling. This belief was especially powerful in areas where medical
knowledge was limited, and unexplained illnesses could be attributed to supernatural
causes.

In Bridget’s case, her husband Michael grew convinced that she was no longer his wife but
a changeling posing as her. His fear was not uncommon in a culture where folklore and
reality often blurred.

The Events Leading to Bridget Cleary’s Death

The story takes a dark turn when Michael Cleary, driven by fear and desperation, decided to
act on his belief that Bridget was a changeling. Over several days, he and some family
members attempted to “cure” Bridget by subjecting her to various rituals designed to force
the real Bridget to return.

The Rituals and the Tragic Outcome

These rituals

Frequently Asked Questions

Is 'The Burning of Bridget Cleary' based on a true story?
Yes, 'The Burning of Bridget Cleary' is based on a true story that took place in Ireland in
1895, involving the mysterious death of Bridget Cleary, who was believed to have been
killed by her husband and others who thought she was a fairy changeling.

Who was Bridget Cleary in the true story behind the
book?
Bridget Cleary was an Irish woman whose death became infamous after her husband and
neighbors accused her of being a fairy changeling and ultimately killed her, believing they
were saving her from supernatural forces.



What cultural beliefs influenced the events in 'The
Burning of Bridget Cleary'?
The story is heavily influenced by Irish folklore and superstitions about fairies and
changelings, where people believed that fairies could abduct humans and leave a fairy
substitute in their place, which played a key role in the tragic events.

How accurate is the portrayal of events in 'The Burning
of Bridget Cleary'?
The book is a factual account based on historical records, court documents, and
contemporary newspaper reports, providing a detailed and accurate portrayal of the events
surrounding Bridget Cleary's death.

What was the outcome of the trial related to Bridget
Cleary's death?
Bridget Cleary's husband and several others were tried for her murder. The court
acknowledged the influence of superstition, and the husband was found guilty of
manslaughter rather than murder, receiving a reduced sentence.

Why does 'The Burning of Bridget Cleary' continue to
fascinate readers today?
The story combines elements of folklore, superstition, and tragedy, offering insight into
rural Irish life in the 19th century and exploring themes of belief, fear, and the
consequences of ignorance, making it a compelling true crime and cultural history tale.

Additional Resources
The Burning of Bridget Cleary: A True Story of Tragedy and Folklore

the burning of bridget clearly a TRUE story that has fascinated historians, folklorists,
and true crime enthusiasts for over a century. This tragic event, which took place in Ireland
in 1895, intertwines elements of superstition, social dynamics, and a grim murder case that
shocked the nation. The story of Bridget Cleary’s death is not just a macabre tale but also a
revealing window into the cultural and societal fabric of late 19th-century rural Ireland.
Through careful examination of historical records, witness testimonies, and cultural context,
this article aims to provide a comprehensive, investigative overview of the burning of
Bridget Cleary, separating myth from reality while emphasizing the event’s true nature.

The Historical Context Behind the Tragedy

Understanding the burning of Bridget Cleary requires delving into Ireland’s social and
cultural climate in the late 1800s. At this time, rural communities were steeped in folklore,



superstition, and a deep belief in the supernatural, including fairies, changelings, and
witchcraft. These beliefs were not mere stories but actively influenced behavior and
decision-making.

Bridget Cleary was a young woman from Tipperary, Ireland, whose life tragically ended
when her husband, Michael Cleary, burned her alive under the suspicion that she was a
changeling—a fairy substitute for a human child or adult. The belief in changelings was
prevalent in Irish folklore; people believed that fairies would steal a person and replace
them with an imposter to wreak havoc on the family. This cultural backdrop is essential to
understanding why such an extreme act could take place.

The Incident: What Happened to Bridget Cleary?

Bridget Cleary was married to Michael Cleary, a man deeply influenced by the superstitions
of his time. After Bridget fell ill with what was likely pneumonia or a similar respiratory
illness, Michael became convinced that she had been taken by fairies and replaced with a
changeling. According to court records and witness statements, Michael and others
subjected Bridget to various rituals intended to drive the “fairy” out of her, including
beating and other forms of abuse.

The climax of this tragic ordeal came when Michael set fire to the house with Bridget inside,
resulting in her death. The act was both a murder and a ritualistic attempt to “save” her
soul or force the fairy changeling to leave. The burning of Bridget Cleary was not just a
crime but a manifestation of folklore’s deadly power in rural Ireland.

Analyzing the Social and Psychological Factors

The burning of Bridget Cleary a TRUE story that underscores the potent influence of
superstition on human behavior. Michael Cleary’s belief in fairies and changelings was not
unique but widespread in his community. This collective mindset created an environment
where fear and ignorance could lead to fatal consequences.

Folklore and Fear in Rural Ireland

The belief in supernatural beings was deeply ingrained in Irish rural life. Folklore served
multiple social functions, from explaining natural phenomena to enforcing moral codes.
However, in cases like Bridget’s, such beliefs translated into real-world violence. Fear of the
unknown, combined with limited medical knowledge and social isolation, fueled tragic
misunderstandings.

Psychological Dimensions of the Case

From a psychological perspective, Michael Cleary’s actions can be interpreted through the



lens of delusion and desperation. Believing his wife was replaced by a changeling might
have been a coping mechanism to explain her illness, which was otherwise inexplicable
given the era’s medical limitations. The communal reinforcement of these beliefs likely
exacerbated his mental state, leading to the fatal decision to burn the house.

The Legal Aftermath and Public Reaction

The burning of Bridget Cleary a TRUE story that captured the attention of the Irish and
British press, sparking widespread outrage and debate. Michael Cleary was arrested and
charged with murder. The trial revealed the stark clash between folk beliefs and the
modern legal system.

The Court Trial and Verdict

During the trial, the defense argued that Michael Cleary was not fully responsible for his
actions due to his genuine belief in the fairy changeling. The court, however, rejected this
defense and found him guilty of manslaughter rather than murder, considering the
influence of superstition but upholding the rule of law. He was sentenced to life
imprisonment, illustrating the legal system’s attempt to balance cultural sensitivity with
justice.

Media Coverage and Public Discourse

Newspapers across Ireland and Britain reported extensively on the case, often
sensationalizing the supernatural elements. This media coverage brought the issue of rural
superstition to a broader audience, igniting discussions about education, medical care, and
the need to combat harmful folklore. The story of Bridget Cleary became a cautionary tale
about the lethal consequences of ignorance.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The burning of Bridget Cleary a TRUE story that continues to resonate in Irish culture and
beyond. It has inspired books, plays, and documentaries that explore the intersection of
myth, tragedy, and social history.

Bridget Cleary in Literature and Arts

Several authors and artists have revisited Bridget’s story, using it as a lens to examine Irish
identity, folklore, and gender dynamics. The narrative often highlights the vulnerability of
women in patriarchal societies and the dangers posed by unchallenged superstitions.



Lessons for Modern Society

In a broader sense, Bridget Cleary’s story serves as a reminder of the importance of
education and critical thinking. Although belief in folklore can enrich cultural heritage,
unchecked superstition can lead to devastating outcomes. The event underscores the need
for accessible healthcare and social support systems, especially in isolated communities.

Key Takeaways from the Burning of Bridget
Cleary

Historical Reality: The burning of Bridget Cleary was a genuine event rooted in
specific cultural and historical circumstances.

Folklore Influence: Superstition played a central role in the motivations behind the
crime.

Legal Implications: The trial highlighted tensions between traditional beliefs and
modern justice.

Cultural Reflection: The story remains a powerful symbol of the dangers of
ignorance and the value of social progress.

Exploring the burning of Bridget Cleary a TRUE story reveals the complex interplay between
myth and reality, faith and reason, tradition and change. It is a haunting reminder of how
deeply cultural narratives can shape human actions—sometimes with tragic consequences.
The enduring fascination with Bridget’s fate reflects a collective desire to understand not
only what happened to her but why it happened, prompting ongoing reflection on the forces
that govern human behavior in times of crisis.
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  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: The Burning of Bridget Cleary Angela Bourke,
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2001-07 Recounts the March 1895 murder of 26-year-old Bridget Cleary in rural Ireland, the trial of
her husband and family, the extensive media coverage, and the politicization of the crime
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Body Politics in Contemporary Irish
Women�s Fiction Ellen Scheible, 2024-12-12 Exploring twentieth- and twenty-first century texts
that wrestle with the Irish domestic interior as a sexualized and commodified space, this book
provides readings of the power and authority of the feminized body in Ireland. Scheible dissects the
ways that 'the woman-as-symbol' remains consistent in Irish literary representations of national
experience in Irish fiction and shows how this problematizes the role of women in Ireland by
underscoring the oppression of sexuality and gender that characterized Irish culture during the
twentieth century. Examining works by Elizabeth Bowen, Pamela Hinkson, Emma Donoghue, Tana
French, Sally Rooney and James Joyce, this book demonstrates that the definition of Irish nationhood
in our contemporary experience of capitalism and biopolitics is dependent on the intertwining and
paradoxical tropes of a traditional, yet equally sexual, feminine identity which has been quelled by
violence and reproduction.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Folkloric Horror in Medieval Literature
Christopher M. Flavin, Caitlyn Harris, 2024-12-15 Folkloric Horror in Medieval Literature: New
Discussions and Approaches focuses on the medieval and early modern precursors of what is now
frequently described as Folk Horror. Part of the argument staged in this book stems from an
observation that much of what is currently excluded from the conversation about folk horror, if not
all horror generally, could be considered folkloric or folkloresque in many cases and would be
worthy of inclusion in the discussion. The argument here is that the recurrent use of medieval
literature and tropes as elements of the modern Folk Horror revival in the late twentieth and
twenty-first centuries stems in part from a modern repulsion and fascination with the premodern. It
is also an outgrowth of traditional narrative fascinations with the abject and the rejected sense of
past and place which is present in recognizable forms in premodern literatures globally.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: The Cambridge Social History of Modern Ireland
Eugenio F. Biagini, Mary E. Daly, 2017-04-27 Covering three centuries of unprecedented
demographic and economic changes, this textbook is an authoritative and comprehensive view of the
shaping of Irish society, at home and abroad, from the famine of 1740 to the present day. The first
major work on the history of modern Ireland to adopt a social history perspective, it focuses on the
experiences and agency of Irish men, women and children, Catholics and Protestants, and in the
North, South and the diaspora. An international team of leading scholars survey key changes in
population, the economy, occupations, property ownership, class and migration, and also consider
the interaction of the individual and the state through welfare, education, crime and policing.
Drawing on a wide range of disciplinary approaches and consistently setting Irish developments in a
wider European and global context, this is an invaluable resource for courses on modern Irish
history and Irish studies.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Gef! Christopher Josiffe, 2021-02-24 An
exhaustive investigation of the case of Gef, a “talking mongoose” or “man-weasel,” who appeared to
a family living on the Isle of Man. “I am the fifth dimension! I am the eighth wonder of the world!”
During the mid-1930s, British and overseas newspapers were full of incredible stories about Gef, a
“talking mongoose” or “man-weasel” who had allegedly appeared in the home of the Irvings, a
farming family in a remote district of the Isle of Man. The creature was said to speak in several
languages, to sing, to steal objects from nearby farms, and to eavesdrop on local people. Despite
written reports, magazine articles and books, several photographs, fur samples and paw prints,
voluminous correspondence, and signed eyewitness statements, there is still no consensus as to
what was really happening to the Irving family. Was it a hoax? An extreme case of folie à plusieurs?
A poltergeist? The possession of an animal by an evil spirit? Now you can read all the evidence and
decide for yourself. Seven years' research and interviews, photographs (many previously unseen),
interviews with surviving witnesses, visits to the site—all are presented in this book, the first
examination of the case for seventy years. In the words of its mischievous, enigmatic subject, “If you



knew what I know, you'd know a hell of a lot!
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Child Murder and British Culture, 1720-1900
Josephine McDonagh, 2003-12-08 In this wide-ranging study, Josephine McDonagh examines the
idea of child murder in British culture in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Analysing texts
drawn from economics, philosophy, law, medicine as well as from literature, McDonagh highlights
the manifold ways in which child murder echoes and reverberates in a variety of cultural debates
and social practices. She places literary works within social, political and cultural contexts, including
debates on luxury, penal reform campaigns, slavery, the treatment of the poor, and birth control.
She traces a trajectory from Swift's A Modest Proposal through to the debates on the New Woman at
the turn of the twentieth century by way of Burke, Wordsworth, Wollstonecraft, George Eliot,
George Egerton, and Thomas Hardy, among others. McDonagh demonstrates the haunting
persistence of the notion of child murder within British culture in a volume that will be of interest to
cultural and literary scholars alike.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Ireland, Sweden, and the Great European
Migration, 1815-1914 Donald Harman Akenson, 2011-08-23 This book is the product of Donald
Akenson's decades of research and writing on Irish social history and its relationship to the Irish
diaspora - it is also the product of a lifetime of trying to figure out where Swedish-America actually
came from, and why. These two matters, Akenson shows, are intimately related. Ireland and Sweden
each provide a tight case study of a larger phenomenon, one that, for better or worse, shaped the
modern world: the Great European Diaspora of the true nineteenth century. Akenson's book parts
company with the great bulk of recent emigration research by employing sharp transnational
comparisons and by situating the two case studies in the larger context of the Great European
Migration and of what determines the physics of a diaspora: no small matter, as the concept of
diaspora has become central to twenty-first-century transnational studies. He argues (against the
increasing refusal of mainstream historians to use empirical databases) that the history community
still has a lot to learn from economic historians; and, simultaneously, that (despite the
self-confidence of their proponents) narrow, economically based explanations of the Great European
Migration leave out many of the most important aspects of the whole complex transaction. Akenson
believes that culture and economic matters both count, and that leaving either one on the margins of
explanation yields no valid explanation at all.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Joyce's Ghosts Luke Gibbons, 2015-11-13 “A
deeply original work . . . part of a refreshing new wave of literary criticism that is written in clear,
hospitable prose, driven by genuine passion.” —Irish Times For decades, James Joyce’s modernism
has overshadowed his Irishness, as his self-imposed exile and association with the high modernism
of Europe’s urban centers has led critics to see him almost exclusively as a cosmopolitan figure. In
Joyce’s Ghosts, Luke Gibbons mounts a powerful argument that Joyce’s Irishness is intrinsic to his
modernism, informing his most distinctive literary experiments. Ireland, Gibbons shows, is not just a
source of subject matter or content for Joyce, but of form itself. Joyce’s stylistic innovations can be
traced at least as much to the tragedies of Irish history as to the shock of European modernity, as he
explores the incomplete project of inner life under colonialism. Joyce’s language, Gibbons reveals, is
haunted by ghosts, less concerned with the stream of consciousness than with a vernacular interior
dialogue, the “shout in the street,” that gives room to outside voices and shadowy presences, the
disruptions of a late colonial culture in crisis. Showing us how memory under modernism breaks free
of the nightmare of history, and how in doing so it gives birth to new forms, Gibbons forces us to
think anew about Joyce’s achievement. “Nothing short of brilliant.” —Vicki Mahaffey, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, author of Reauthorizing Joyce “Engaging [and] important.” —Choice
“Sure to appeal to every persuasion and rank of Joyceans.” —Maria DiBattista, Princeton University,
author of First Love: The Affections of Modern Fiction “Excellent.” —Fredric Jameson, Duke
University, author of Post, or The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Narrative, Social Myth and Reality in
Contemporary Scottish and Irish Women’s Writing Tudor Balinisteanu, 2009-10-02 This book



offers an original interdisciplinary analysis of the relations between myth, identity and social reality,
involving elements of narratology theory, linguistics, philosophy, anthropology and social theory,
harnessed to support an argument firmly located in the area of literary criticism. This analysis yields
a fairly extensive reinterpretation of the concept of myth, which is applied to the examination of the
relationship between narrative and social reality as represented in texts by contemporary Scottish
and Irish women writers. The main theoretical sources are Mikhail Bakhtin’s theories of
heteroglossia, Jacques Derrida’s theories of citationality and Judith Butler’s theories of subjectivity.
The analysis framework developed in the book uses these theories to create a new way of
understanding how literary texts change readers’ worldviews by enticing them to accept alternative
possibilities of cultural expression of identity and social order. The texts analysed in this book
reconfigure naturalised stories that have become normative and constraining in conveying identities
and visions of legitimate social orders. The book’s focus on feminine identities places it alongside
feminist analyses of reconstructions of fairy tales, myths or canonical stories that establish what
counts as legitimate feminine identity. Studied here for the first time together, the writers whose
texts form the interest of this book continue the revisionist work begun by other women writers who
engage with the male generated literary, philosophical and humanist tradition. They share a view of
narratives as tools for continually negotiating our identities, social worlds and socialisation
scenarios. While the high-level theoretical discourse of the first part of the book requires specialised
knowledge, the second part of the book, offering close readings of the texts, is both lively and
accessible and should engage the interest of the general reader and academic alike. This book is
written for all those who are interested in the power words have to hold sway over our inner and
outer (social) worlds.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Edna O'Brien and the Art of Fiction Maureen
O'Connor, 2021-10-15 Since the appearance of her first novel, The Country Girls, in 1960—a book
that undermined the nation’s ideal of innocent and pious Irish girlhood—Edna O’Brien has provoked
controversy in her native Ireland and abroad. Indeed, several of her early novels were condemned by
church authorities and banned by the Irish government for their frank portrayals of sexual matters
and the inner lives of women. Now an internationally acclaimed writer, O’Brien must be critically
reassessed for a twenty-first century audience. Edna O’Brien and the Art of Fiction provides an
urgent retrospective consideration of one of the English-speaking world’s best-selling and most
prolific contemporary authors. Drawing on O’Brien’s fiction as well as archival material, and
applying new theoretical approaches—including ecocritical and feminist new materialist
readings—this study considers the pioneering and enduring ways O’Brien represents women’s
experience, family relationships, the natural world, sex, creativity, and death, and her work’s long
anticipation of contemporary movements such as #metoo.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Crossroads: Performance Studies and Irish
Culture Sara Brady, Fintan Walsh, 2009-08-27 The highly performative categories of 'Irish culture'
and 'Irishness' are in need of critical address, prompted by recent changes in Irish society, the arts
industry and modes of critical inquiry. This book broaches this task by considering Irish expressive
culture through some of the paradigms and vocabularies offered by performance studies.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: The Female and the Species Maureen O'Connor,
2010 Describing the Irish as 'female' and 'bestial' is a practice dating back to the twelfth century,
while for women, inside and outside of Ireland, their association with children, animals and other
'savages' has had a long history. A link among systems of oppression has been asserted in recent
decades by some feminists, but linking women's rights with animal advocacy can be controversial.
This strategy responds to the fact that women's inferiority has been alleged and justified by
appropriating them to nature, an appropriation that colonialism has also practiced on its racial and
cultural others. Nineteenth-century feminists braved such associations, for instance, often asserting
vegetarianism as a form of rebellion against the dominant culture. Vegetarianism and animal
advocacy have uniquely Irish implications. This study examines a tradition of Irish women writers
deploying the 'natural' as a gesture of resistance to paternalist regulation of female energies and as



a self-consciously elaborated stage for the performance of Irish identity. They call into question the
violent dislocations and disavowals required by figurative practices, particularly when utilizing Irish
topography, an already 'unnatural' cultural construct shaped by conflict and suffering.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: The Devil from over the Sea Sarah Covington,
2022-03-24 In Ireland, few figures have generated more hatred than Oliver Cromwell, whose
seventeenth-century conquest, massacres, and dispossessions would endure in the social memory for
ages to come. The Devil from over the Sea explores the many ways in which Cromwell was
remembered and sometimes conveniently 'forgotten' in historical, religious, political, and literary
texts, according to the interests of different communities across time. Cromwell's powerful afterlife
in Ireland, however, cannot be understood without also investigating his presence in folklore and the
landscape, in ruins and curses. Nor can he be separated from the idea of the 'Cromwellian': a term
which came to elicit an entire chain of contemptuous associations that would begin after his invasion
and assume a wholly new force in the nineteenth century. What emerges from all these
memorializing traces is a multitudinous Cromwell who could be represented as brutal, comic,
sympathetic, or satanic. He could be discarded also, tellingly, from the accounts of the past, and
especially by those which viewed him as an embarrassment or worse. In addition to exploring the
many reasons why Cromwell was so vehemently remembered or forgotten in Ireland, Sarah
Covington finally uncovers the larger truths conveyed by sometimes fanciful or invented accounts.
Contrary to being damaging examples of myth-making, the memorializations contained in
martyrologies, folk tales, or newspaper polemics were often productive in cohering communities, or
in displaying agency in the form of 'counter-memories' that claimed Cromwell for their own and
reshaped Irish history in the process.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: The Psychology of Religion and Place Victor
Counted, Fraser Watts, 2019-11-01 This book examines the role of religious and spiritual
experiences in people’s understanding of their environment. The contributors consider how
understandings and experiences of religious and place connections are motivated by the need to
seek and maintain contact with perceptual objects, so as to form meaningful relationship
experiences. The volume is one of the first scholarly attempts to discuss the psychological links
between place and religious experiences.The chapters within provide insights for understanding how
people’s experiences with geographical places and the sacred serve as agencies for
meaning-making, pro-social behaviour, and psychological adjustment in everyday life.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Celtic Myth in the 21st Century Emily Lyle,
2018-02-07 This wide-ranging book contains twelve chapters by scholars who explore aspects of the
fascinating field of Celtic mythology – from myth and the medieval to comparative mythology, and
the new cosmological approach. Examples of the innovative research represented here lead the
reader into an exploration of the possible use of hallucinogenic mushrooms in Celtic Ireland, to
mental mapping in the interpretation of the Irish legend Táin Bó Cuailgne, and to the integration of
established perspectives with broader findings now emerging at the Indo-European level and its
potential to open up the whole field of mythology in a new way.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Narratives of Conflict, Belonging, and the State
Brigittine M. French, 2018-04-27 Using key perspectives from Linguistic anthropology the book
illuminates how social actors take up the ideals of law, equality, and democratic representation in
locally-meaningful ways to make their own national history in ways that may perpetuate violence and
inequality. Focusing specifically on post-war conditions in Ireland, the author contextualizes
commonplace practices by which citizens are made to learn the gap between official membership in
and political belonging to a democratic state. Each chapter takes up a different aspect of state
authority and power to constitute citizenship, to enact laws, to mediate conflict, and to create
histories in the context of social inequalities and political hostilities. This book is an excellent
ethnographic addition to courses in linguistic anthropology, giving readers the opportunity to
explore applications and ramifications of key theoretical text within research.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Dancing at the Crossroads Helena Wulff,



2008-10 'Dancing at the crossroads' used to be an opportunity for young people to meet and enjoy
themselves on mild summer evenings in the Irish countryside until this practice was banned by the
Public Dance Halls Act of 1935. Now a key metaphor in Irish cultural and political life, 'dancing at
the crossorads' also crystallizes the argument of this book: Irish dance, from Riverdance (the
commerical show) to competitive dancing, and dance theatre, conveys that Ireland is in a crossroads
situation. Irish dance, with a firm base in a distinctly Irish tradition, is becoming a permanent part of
European modernity. While this book highlights the captivating tensions and ties surrounding
debates on Irish dance, it also aims to extend broader understandings of place, mobility and rooted
cosmpolitanism.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: The Oxford Handbook of Modern Irish Fiction
Liam Harte, 2020-10-15 The Oxford Handbook of Modern Irish Fiction presents authoritative essays
by thirty-five leading scholars of Irish fiction. They provide in-depth assessments of the breadth and
achievement of novelists and short story writers whose collective contribution to the evolution and
modification of these unique art forms has been far out of proportion to Ireland's small size. The
volume brings a variety of critical perspectives to bear on the development of modern Irish fiction,
situating authors, texts, and genres in their social, intellectual, and literary historical contexts. The
Handbook's coverage encompasses an expansive range of topics, including the recalcitrant atavisms
of Irish Gothic fiction; nineteenth-century Irish women's fiction and its influence on emergent
modernism and cultural nationalism; the diverse modes of irony, fabulism, and social realism that
characterize the fiction of the Irish Literary Revival; the fearless aesthetic radicalism of James Joyce;
the jolting narratological experiments of Samuel Beckett, Flann O'Brien, and Máirtín Ó Cadhain; the
fate of the realist and modernist traditions in the work of Elizabeth Bowen, Frank O'Connor, Seán
O'Faoláin, and Mary Lavin, and in that of their ambivalent heirs, Edna O'Brien, John McGahern, and
John Banville; the subversive treatment of sexuality and gender in Northern Irish women's fiction
written during and after the Troubles; the often neglected genres of Irish crime fiction, science
fiction, and fiction for children; the many-hued novelistic responses to the experiences of famine,
revolution, and emigration; and the variety and vibrancy of post-millennial fiction from both parts of
Ireland. Readably written and employing a wealth of original research, The Oxford Handbook of
Modern Irish Fiction illuminates a distinguished literary tradition that has altered the shape of world
literature.
  the burning of bridget clearly a true story: Irish women and the creation of modern
Catholicism, 1850–1950 Cara Delay, 2019-03-26 This is the first book-length study to investigate
the place of lay Catholic women in modern Irish history. It analyses the intersections of gender, class
and religion by exploring the roles that middle-class, working-class and rural poor women played in
the evolution of Irish Catholicism and thus the creation of modern Irish identities. The book
demonstrates that in an age of Church growth and renewal, stretching from the aftermath of the
Great Famine through the Free State years, lay women were essential to all aspects of Catholic
devotional life, including both home-based religion and public rituals. It also reveals that women, by
rejecting, negotiating and reworking Church dictates, complicated Church and clerical authority.
Irish women and the creation of modern Catholicism re-evaluates the relationship between the
institutional Church, the clergy and women, positioning lay Catholic women as central actors in the
making of modern Ireland.
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